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Col.  Thos.  Hartlsy  to  Coxtnoil,  1778. 

Sunbury,  8th  Ootc,  1778. 
Honored  Sin, 

It  18  sometime  siooe  I  had  the  pleasaro  of  writiDg  to  you.  Anxioaa 
for  the  welfare  4&  safety  of  these  Frontiers,  I  wished  if  poflsible  to 
driye  the  Savages  to  a  greater  distance  ;  By  acting  on  the  Defensive 
only,  this  could  not  be  effected.  The  times  of  the  Militia  were  soon 
expired,  we  are  now  without  any  of  them.  I  rec'd  a  letter  from  M' 
Bryan,  Y.  P.,  by  which  I  understood  CoL  Morgan  &  Butler  were 
acting  against  the  Indians  on  the  waters  of  the  Sasqnehana,  this  with 
onr  former  Inclinations  induced  us  to  push  an  Expedition  to  Tioga 
&  its  neighbourhood.  I  have  wrote  a  letter  to  Congress,  a  Oopy  of 
part  of  which  I  inclose  your  Honorable  Body,  By  that  you  will 
observe  our  Designs  &  Rout.  Oonsidering  our  numbers  we  pushed 
our  good  Fortune  as  far  as  we  dare,  we  gave  a  present  relief  to  the 
Frontiers  &  turned  back  the  Barbarians  from  Deluging  our  Country 
with  the  Blood  of  Helpless  Mothers  &  Infants. 

They  are  a  strange  enemy,  they  shun  Danger  when  among  us,  but 
near  their  own  Country  they  fight  brave,  a  number  of  eiroumstanoes 
happily  concurred  to  give  us  the  victory  over  them  on  the  29*^  Sept'. 

I  have  wrote  to  Congress  to  request  that  another  Begiment  should 
be  sent  to  Wyoming.  The  Indians  are  numeroas  as  well  as  Tories. 
I  must  therefore  request  the  Council  will  order  one  or  two  Classes 
from  Lane  &  Bocks  Counties  to  Northumberland. 

It  is  too  late  for  an  Expedition  aeainst  Chemung  this  Fall,  we 
must  only  secure  our  posts  for  the  Winter  &  early  in  the  Spring,  a 
Body  must  march  against  their  Towns  on  this  River,  there  are  more 
Indians  within  150  Miles  of  this,  than  within  the  like  distance  from 
Fort  Pitt,  where  so  many  men  are  collected. 

I  have  made  it  my  business  to  inform  myself,  what  I  write  to  the 
Board  may  be  relied  on.  I  could  wish  yon  would  second  my  proposal 
to  Congress. 

Capt  Murrow's  Comp'y  of  six  months  men  have  shared  the  fatigues 
and  Dangers  with  us,  they  have  rec'd  but  a  small  part  of  their  bounty, 
do  be  pleased  to  forward  some  money  for  them  by  Mr.  Carberry. 

We  are  here  on  a  Dangerous  service,  which  gives  ns  few  opportu- 
nity's of  gaining  Laurels ;  we  have  a  Vigilant  &  Dangerous  Enemy, 
but  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  think  we  serve  onr  Country  &  protect  the 
helpless  &  innocent. 

You  will  please  to  give  directions  that  800  Round  Bullets  for 
three  poundersy  300  Cartridges  of  grape  shot  for  the  same  Bore^ 


4  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVBS  1778. 

1000  Flints,  6  Barrels  of  powder  a  oaantity  of  twine  &  Port  Fire,  & 
a  Rheam  of  Cannon  Cartridge  paper  oe  sent  to  this  post  immediately, 
we  have  8  8  pounders  on  the  Frontiers. 
•I  am  Gentlemen, 

irith  the  greatest  BsBpeel 

your  mo.  obed*  H'ble  Serv*, 

THOS.  HARTLEY, 

Colonel  Comniandant 
Diredtei. 
The  Honorable  Ezecntiye  Council  of  Pensilvania. 


Oof  8th,  0  O'clock,  P.  M. 

By  Alexander  M«  Afee  another  Person  who  escaped  from  the 
enemy  last  Friday,  20  miles  above  Chemung  &  just  now  arrived  here. 
The  most  of  the  facts  I  have  mentioned  are  confirmed,  the  Enemy 
are  in  great  force,  and  are  coming  down  on  these  Frontiers.  .  If  Con- 
gre^  would  send  two  Regiments  more  I  would  probably  be  able  to 
destroy  Chemung  this  Fall,  &  rid  the  world  of  some  villians.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  order  out  two  Classes  of  Militia  immediately  from 
Lancaster  &  Berks  Counties,  not  a  moment  should  be  lost  or  you 
may  have  your  Frontier  much  lower  down  than  you  expect 
I  am  witk  every  respect, 

your  most  obed* 

humble  Serv't, 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 

P.  S  Please  to  send  on  the  ammunition  with  the  utmost  haste, 
besides  what  I  have  mentioned  before,  send  10  boxes  of  musket 
Cartridges. 

I^  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  an  address  I  sent  to  the  Indians.  Tfao 
Board  ma^  make  use  of  the  narrative  Parts  of  my  Letter  to  Congress 
as  they  think  proper. 

T.  H. 

DtrecUdf 
The  Honourable  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Adbrbss  op  Gol«  Habtley  to  Congress,  1778. 

Oct  8, 1778. 

With  a  Frontier  from  Wioming  to  Alleganj;  we  were  sennble 
the  few  regul&r  Troops  we  had  oould  not  deiend  the  necessary  Posts. 
We  thought  (if  it  were  practicable),  it  would  be  best  to  draw  the 
Principal  part  of  our  Force  together,  as  the  Inhabitants  would  be  in 
no  great  danger  during  our  absence.  I  make  a  stroke  at  some  of 
the  nearest  Indian  towns,  especially  as  we  learnt  a  handsome 
detachment  had  been  sent  into  the  Enemy's  Country,  by  the  way  of 
Cherry  Valley.  We  were  in  hopes  we  should  drive  the  Savages 
to  a  greater  distance. 

With  Volunteers  and  others  we  reckoned  on  400  Bank  &  File 
fqjt  the  expedition,  besides  17  Horse,  which  I  mounted  from  my  own 
Begm*,  under  the  Command  of  M'  Carbery. 
.  Our  Rendezvous  was  Fort  Muncy,  on  the  West  Branch,  intend- 
ing to  penitrate,  by  the  Sheshecununk  Path,  to  Tioga,  at  the  Junc- 
tion of  the  Cayuga,  with  the  main  North-East  Branch  of  Susque- 
hannah,  from  thence  act  as  circumstances  might  require. 

The  Troops  met  at  Muncy  the  18  Sept',  when  we  came  to  count 
and  arrav  our  Force  for  the  Expedition,  they  amounted  only  to 
about  200  Bank  &  File.  We  thought  the  number  small,  but  as  we 
presumed  the  Enemy  had  no  notice  of  our  Designs,  we  hoped  at 
least  to  make  a  good  Diversion  if  no  more,  whilst  the  Inhabitants 
were  saving  their  grain  on  the  Frontier. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  21*<,  at  four  o'Clock,  we  marched  from 
Muncy,  with  the  Force  I  have  mentioned,  we  carried  two  Boxes  of 
spare  ammunition  and  Twelve  days  Provisions. 

In  our  Bout  we  met  with  great  Bains  &  prodigious  swamps, 
Mountains,  Defiles  &  Bocks  impeded  our  march,  we  had  to  open  and 
clear  the  wav  as  we  passed. 

We  waded  or  swam  the  Biver  Lycoming  upwards  of  20  Times. 
I  will  not  trouble  your  honourable  Body  with  a  tedious  Detail,  but 
I  cannot  help  observing  that,  I  immagine,  the  Difficulties  in  Crossing 
.  the  Alps,  or  passing  up  Kennipeck,  could  not  have  been  greater  than 
those  our  men  experienced  for  the  Time.  I  have  the  Pleasure  to 
say  they  surmounted  them  with  great  Besolution  and  Fortitude. 

In  lonely  woods  and  groves  we  found  the  Haunts  &nd  Lurking 
Places  of  the  savage  Murderers  who  had  desolated  our  Frontier. 
We  saw  the  Huts  where  they  had  dressed  and  dried  the  scalps  of 
the  helpless  women  &  Children  who  had  fell  in  their  hands. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  26^^  our  Advance  Party  of  19  met  with 
an  equal  Number  of  Indians  on  the  I^ath,  approaching  each  other, 
our  People  had  the  first  Fire,  a  very  important  Indian  Chief  w&s 
killed  and  scalped,  the  rest  fled. 

A  few  Miles  further  we  discovered  where  upwards  of  70  Warriors 
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had  lay  the  night  before^  on  their  March  towards  our  Frontiqrs^  the 
Panick  communicated,  tbej  fled  with  their  Brethren. 

No  Time  was  lost,  we  advanced  towards  Sheshecnnunk,  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  which  place  we  took  15  Prisoners  from  them,  we 
learnt  that  a  Man  had  deserted  from  Capt.  Spalding's  Company  at 
Wiomingy  after  the  Troops  had  marched  from  thence,  &  had  given 
the  enemy  Notice  of  our  intended  Expedition  against  them. 

We  moved  with  the  greatest  Dispatch  towards  Tioga,  advancing 
our  Horse,  and  some  Foot  in  Front,  who  did  their  duty  very  well; 
.a  number  of  the  Enemy  fled  before  us  with  Precipitation,  it  was 
near  dark  when  we  came  to  that  Town,  our  Troops  were  much 
fatigued }  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  further  that  Night. 

We  took  another  Prisoner,  upon  the  whole  Information,  we  wero 
clear  the  savages  had  Intelligence  of  us  some  days — ^That  the 
.Indians  had  been  towards  the  German  Flats — ^had  taken  8  scalps  & 
brought  of  70  oxen  intended  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  Stanwix — 
That  on  their  Return  the>  were  to  have  attacked  Wioming  and  the 
settlements  on  the  West  Branch  again — That  Col*  Morgan  nor  no 
other  Parson  had  attempted  to  penetrate  into  the  Enemy's  Country, 
as  we  had  been  given  to  understand,  and  that  the  Collected  force  at 
Chemung  would  be  upwards  of  500,  &  that  they  were  building  a 
Fort  there. 

We  also  were  told  that  young  Butler  had  been  at  Tioga  a  few 
Hours  before  we  came — that  he  had  300  Men  with  him,  the  most  of 
them  Tories,  dressed  in  green — that  they  were  returned  towards 
Chemung,  12  Miles  off,  &  that  they  determined  to  give  us  Battle  in 
some  of  the  Defiles  near  it. 

It  was  soon  resolved  we  should  proceed  no  further,  but  if  possible, 
make  our  way  good  to  Wioming.  We  burnt  Tioga,  Queen  Hester's 
Palaoe  or  Town,  &  all  the  settlements  on  this  side ;  several  Canoes 
were  taken  and  some  Plunder,  Part  of  which  was  destroyed. 

M*"  Carbery  with  the  Horae  only,  was  close  on  Butler,  he  was  in 
possession  of  the  Town  of  Shawnee,  8  Miles  up  the  Cayuga  Branch, 
but  as  we  did  not  advance,  he  returned. 

The  Consternation  of  the  Enemy  was  great,  we  pushed  our  good 
Fortune  as  far  as  we  dare,  nay,  it  is  probable  the  good  countenance 
we  put  on  saved  us  from  destruction,  as  we  were  advanced  so  far  into 
the  Enemy's  Country  &  no  return  but  what  we  could  make  with  the 
sword.     We  came  to  Sheshecununk  that  night. 

Had  we  had  500  Regular  Troops,  and  150  Light  Troops,  with  one 
or  two  Pieoes  of  artillery,  we  probably  might  have  destroyed  Che- 
mung, which  is  now  the  reoepticle  of  all  villainous  Indians  &  Tories 
from  the  different  Tribes  and  states.  From  this  they  make  their 
Excursions  against  the  Frontiers  of  N.  Tork,  Pennsylvania,  Jersey 
&  Wiominff,  &  commit  those  horrid  Murders  and  Devastations  we 
have  heara^.  Niagra  and  Chemung  are  the  assilums  of  those 
Tories  who  oannot  get  to  New  York. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  28'*';  we  crossed  the  River  and  Marched 
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towards  WyalusiDg,  where  we  arrived  that  night  at  eletwn  (/Clock ; 
our  men  much  worn  down — our  Whiskey  &  Flour  was  gone. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  29^^  we  were  obliged  to  stay  Hill  eleven 
o'clock  to  kill  and  oooke  Beef.  This  necessaiy  stop  gave  the  Enemy 
Leasure  to  approach. 

Seventy  of  onr  Men^  from  real  or  pretended  LamenesSi  went  into 
the  Canoes,  others  rode  on  the  empty  Pack  Horses^  we  had  not  more 
than  120  Rank  &  file  to  fall  in  the  Line  of  March. 

L'  Sweeny,  a  valuable  officer,  had  the  Rear  Guard,  consisting  of 
80  Men,  besides  five  active  Runners  under  M'  Camplen.  The 
advance  guard  was  to  consist  of  an  officer  &  15.  There  were  a  few 
Plankers,  but  from  the  Difficulty  of  the  ground  &  Fatigue^  they 
were  seldom  of  use. 

The  rest  of  our  Little  army  was  formed  into  three  Divisions,  those 
of  my  Regm*  composed  the  first.  Cap*  Spalding's  the  2',  Cap*  Mnr- 
row's  the  3*^.  The  Light  Horse  was  equally  divided  between  front 
and  Rear.  The  Pack  Horses  and  the  Cattle  we  had  collected^  were 
to  follow  the  advance  guard. 

In  this  order  we  moved  from  Wyalusing  at  twelve  o'clock,  a  slight 
attack  was  made  on  our  Front  from  a  Hill,  half  an  Hour  afterwards 
a  warmer  one  was  made  on  the  same  quarter,  after  ordering  the  2' 
and  3'  Divisions  to  out  Flank  the  Enemy,  we  soon  drove  them,  but 
this,  as  I  expected,  was  only  amusement,  we  lost  as  Little  time  as 
possible  with  them. 

At  two  o'clock  a  very  heavy  attack  was  made  on  our  Rear,  which 
obliged  the  most  of  the  Rear  guard  to  give  way,  whilst  several 
Indians  appeared  on  our  Left  Flank.  By  the  weight  of  the  Firing 
we  were  soon  convinced  wo  had  to  oppose  a  Large  Body. 

Cap*  Stoddard  commanded  in  Front,  I  was  in  the  Centre ;  I  ob- 
served some  high  ground  which  overlooked  the  Enemy,  orders  were 
immediately  given  for  the  first  &  3'  Division  to  take  Possession  of 
it,  whilst  Cap*  Spalding  was  dispatched  to  support  the  Rear  Guard* 
We  gained  the  Heights  almost  unnoticed  by  the  Barbarians,  Cap* 
Stoddert  sent  a  small  Party  towards  the  Enemy's  Rear ;  at  this 
critical  moment  Cap*"  Boone  &  Brady,  &  L*  King,  with  a  few  Brave 
Fellows,  landed  from  the  Canoes,  joined  M*".  Sweeny,  and  renewed 
the  action  there.  The  War  Hoop  was  given  by  our  People  below 
and  communicated  round,  we  advanced  on  the  Enemy  on  all  sides, 
with  great  shouting  &  Noise,  the  Indians  after  a  brave  resistance  of 
some  minutes,  conceived  themselves  nearly  surrounded,  fled  with  the 
utmost  Haste,  by  the  only  Passes  that  remained,  &  left  ten  dead  on 
the  ground. 

Our  Troops  wished  to  do  their  dutv,  but  they  were  much  over- 
come with  Fatigue,  otherwise  (as  the  Indians  immagined  themselves 
surrounded),  we  should  drove  the  Enemy  into  the  River. 

From  every  account  these  were  a  select  body  of  warriors,  sent  after 
us,  consisting  of  near  200  Men.  Their  Confidence  and  Lnpetiosity 
probably  gave  the  victory  to  u& 
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After  ilMj  had  olrov«  our  Rear  eome  Distanoe  their  Ohief  was 
heard  to  aay,  in  the  iDdian  liangaage,  that  which  is  interpreted  thus ; 
my  Brave  Warriors  toe  drive  &em,  be  bold  and  strong,  the  daj  is 
oars,  upon  this  they  ad?apoed  vqry  qipck  without  sufficiently  regard- 
ing their  Rear. 

We  had.no  alternative  but  C<uiqQe9t  oi  Death,  they  would  have 
murdered  us  all  had  they  suooeded,  but  the  great  God  of  Battles 
protected  us  in  the  day  of  Danger. 

We  had  4  killed  and  10  wounded.  The  Enemy  must  have  had 
at  least  tbreble  the  number  killed  &  wounded. 

They  reeeived  such  a  Beating  as  prevented  them  from  giving  us 
any  further  trouble  during  our  March  to  Wioming,  which  is  more 
than  50  Miles  from  the  Place  of  action. 

The  officers  of  my  Regiment  behaved  well  to  a  Man.  All  the 
party  will  acknowledge  the  greatest  merit  and  Bravery  of  Cap<  Stod- 
dert,  I  cannot  say  enough  in  his  Favor,  he  deserves  the  Esteem  of 
his  Country. 

M'  Garbery  with  his  Horse,  was  very  activCi  and  rendered  im- 
portant services  Hill  bis  Horses  were  fatieued. 

Nearly  all  the  other  officers  acquitted  themselves  with  Reputation. 

Gap^  Spalding  exerted  himself  as  much  as  possible. 

Gap^  Murrow,  from  his  knowledge  of  Indian  affairs,  and  their 
mode  of  Fighting,  wi^  serviceable.  His  Men  were  Marksmen  and 
were  useful. 

The.  men  of  my  Reg*  were  armed  with  Muskets  &  Bayonets,  they 
were  no  great  marksmen,  and  were  awkward  at  wood  Fighting.  The 
Bullet  and  three  swan  shot  in  oach  Piece  made  up,  in  some  measure, 
for  the  want  of  skill. 

Tbo'  we  were  happy  enough  to  succeed  in  this  Action,  yet  I  am 
oonvinced  that  a  number  of  Lighter  Troops,  under  good  officers,  are 
necessary  for  this  Service.  On  the  3'  the  Siavagea  kill'd  &  scalped 
8  men,  who  had  imprudently  left  the  Garrison  at  Wioming  to  go  in 
search  of  Potatoes. 

From  our  observations,  we  imagine  that  the  same  Party  who  had 
fought  us,  after  taking  Gare  of  their  Dead  dts  Wounded^  had  came  on 
towards  Wvoming,  and  are  now  in  that  Neighbourhood. 

I  left  half  of  my  detachment  there  with  five  of  my  own  officers, 
should  they  attempt  to  invest  the  place  when  their  number  is  in- 
creased, I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  be  disappointed. 

Our  Garrisons  have  plenty  of  Beef  &  Salt^  tho'  Flour  is  scarce  at 
Wioming. 

I  arrived  here  with  the  remainder  of  the  detachment  on  the  5th, 
4re  have  performed  a  Girouit  of  near  800  miles  in  about  two  weeks. 
{Wo  brought  of  near  50  Head  of  Gattle,  28  Ganoea^  besides  many 
other  articles. 

I  would  respectfully  propose  that  the  Gongresa  would  be  pleased 
to  send  a  Gonnecticut  Regiment  to  Gi^rrison  Wyoming  as  soon  as 
possible;  it  is  but  120  miles  from  Fish  Kills.     I  ha?e  done  all  I 
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can  for  tbe  good  of  the  whole.  I  haTe  given  all  the  Support  in  my 
Power  to  that  Post;  but  if  Troops  are  not  immediately  sent,  thcae 
Settlements  will  be  destroyed  in  Detail.  In  a  week  or  less  a  Begi- 
ment  oould  march  from  Fish  Kill  to  Wyomiuff. 

31  y  little  Eegiment;  with  two  Classes  of  Xanoaster  and  Berks 
County  Militia,  will  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  preserve  the  Posts  from 
Nesoopake  Falls  to  Muncy.  and  from  thence  to  the  Head  of  Penns 
Vally. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
your  most  obed* 

Humble  Serv^ 
THO  HARTLEY, Col* 
Commd*  on  the  Northern  Frontiers  of  Penna. 
Sunbuiy,  Oof  8*,  1778. 

Directed^ 
The  Honourable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  Copy. 


Col.  WaXiTkr  Stewart  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Camp,  Oct'  9th,  1778. 
Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Miller  of  my 
Regiment,  by  whom  I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting  you 
Account  of  Bounty  due  to  the  men  belonging  to  it.  I  have  been 
of^n  much  lurpria'd  to  find  the  officers  send  on  the  recruits  from 
Philadelphia  with  half,  and  some  two  thirds  the  Bounty  due  them ; 
it  OccMipiia  a  gieai Uneastae^B  and  Grumbling;  where  the  fault 
lays  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  say.  Colonel  Miller  has  my  Ordem 
to  endeavour  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  those  officers  who  are  In- 
"'dehted  to  the  soldiers,  and  should  I  find  that  any  of  them  have  made 
an  Improper  use  of  the  money  drawn,  I  shall  Immediately  put  them 
under  stopages  until  such  time  as  they  have  settled  their  aocounts 
properiy. 

In  the  mean  time  I  wish  Ideu*  Col.  Miller  oonld  draw  about  Two 
Thousand  Dollars,  with  which  I  shall  make  shift  until  such  time  as 
I  gel  the  accounts  of  the  recruiting  officers  finally  settled* 

*  An  unsjiimoua  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  hy  CounoU  for  his  '*  brave  and 
prudent  condnct  hi  covering  the  N.  W.  firontiers,"  &o.— See  Colon.  Beo.^ 
VoL  XL,  p.  640. 

1* 
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I  bIuJI  domyBelf  tbe  Honour  of  writing  yoa  farther  in  a  few  dajB, 
and  with  respect  and  Esteem 
y  most  Obed't 

H'ble  Servant, 

WALTER  STEWART,  Col. 
2nd  Pens^  Beg't. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon'ble  Geo.  Bryan,  Esquire,  V.  President  of  the  Hon'ble 
Connoil  of  Pensylyania. 


Colonel  Hartley  to  Council,  1778. 

Sunbury,  7th  Ocf  r,  1778. 
Hay  it  {dease  your  Honors, 

Since  writing  to  yoa  by  Mr.  Carberry,  I  have  been  waited  upon 
by  a  namber  of  respectable  Inhabitants  of  this  County,  who  request 
me  to  send  to  your  Honors  Mr.  Moffit,  who  was  a  prisoner  with  the 
Indians,  &  Capt  Chambers  &  Coll.  Antis,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
fully  informed  of  the  designs  of  the  Sayages  &  the  situation  of  these 
Frontiers,  which  is  really  alarming. 

I  have  just  reo*  information  from  Fort  Munoy  that  two  Sergeants 
of  my  B|^iment  were  surprised  there  this  morning  by  the  Indians ; 
one  was  Oled,  the  other  missing,  supposed  to  be  taken. 
I  am  with  much  respect, 

your  most  obd't  humble  Servant, 

THO  HARTLEY, 

Col.  Comm  d. 

P.  S.  You  will  probably  think  it  proper  to  order  some  Militia 
from  Cumberland  County  also. 

yours,  &c., 

T.  HARTLEY. 

Captain  Murrows  Six  Months  men  refuse  to  do  their  Duty  till 
they  receive  their  Bounty,  80  DoUars  ^  man;  do  let  Money  be  sent 
immediately  for  them. 

Directedj 
The  Hon'ble  The  Executive  Council  of  Pensilvania. 

The  above  mentioned  Mr.  Moffat  was  brought  down  to  this  city 
by  Capt.  Chambers. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
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James  Dsanb  to  Philip  Sghtttler,  1778. 

Fort  Schujler,  Oct'  10, 1778. 
Sir, 

As  tbe  Senecft  Chiefs  ealled  the  Qrtai  Tree^  who  was  the  sommer 
past  with  Qeneral  WashiDffton,  returned  thro'  Oneida,  he  gave  our 
Friends  there  the  most  solemn  assurances  that  upon  his  Arrival  in 
his  own  Country,  he  would  exert  his  utmost  Influence  to  dispose  his 
Tribe  to  peace  and  Friendship  with  (lae  United  States,  and  that 
should  his  Attempts  prove  unsuccessful,  he  would  immediately  leave 
his  Nation  and  join  the  Oneidas  with  his  Friends  &  Adherents.  A 
long  Time  having  elapsed  without  hearing  any  Tbingfrom  the  Oreat 
Tree,  the  Oneidas,  a  few  Days  sincOi  dispatched  a  Knnner  to  him, 
dedring  an  Account  of  his  Success.  The  Express  returned  yester- 
day with  tbe  following  Intelligence,  which  the  Sachems  immediately 
forwarded  io  me  by  three  of  their  Warriors,  namely,  that  upon  his 
Arrival  in  the  Seneeas  Country  he  found  that  whole  People  in  AnnS| 
and  the  two  Villages,  Kannadarege  and  Jenessee,  where  he  was, 
crowded  with  their  Warriors,  who  were  all  collected  from  their  more 
remote  Settlements;  that  upon  the  Oreat  Tree's  first  Arrival,  Ap- 
pearances seemed  to  promise  him  success,  but  that  a  Rumour  being 
circulated  that  the  Americans  were  about  to  invade  them,  they  had 
all  flown  to  Arms,  the  Great  Tree  with  the  Rest,  and  determined  to 
chastise  the  Enemy  that  dared  presume  to  think  of  penetrating  their 
Country.  That  they  are  to  be  joined  by  all  the  Indians  as  far  as 
the  Onandagas,  a  small  party  of  which  Tribe  are  also  gone  to  meet 
them,  and  likewise  by  those  of  the  several  settlements  upon  the 
Branches  of  the  Susquehannah.  That  the  Seneeas  were  to  march 
the  eighth,  and  the  Quigogas  the  ninth  Ins^  That  the  whole  party 
was  to  rendezvous  at  Kannakalo,  a  place  situated  upon  that  Branch 
of  the  Susquehannah  called  the  Tayego  Branch,  and  from  thence 
were  to  proceed  against  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania  or  the  Jerseys. 
Our  Oneida  Friends  rely  on  the  Authenticity  of  the  above  Intelli- 
gence, &  beg  it  may  not  be  neglected. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  profound  Respect, 

your  most  obedient 

&  humble  servant, 

JAMES  DEANE. 
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OouKciL  TO  Fees,  of  Conokesb,  1778. 

In  OounoO, 

Philadelphia,  October  lOth,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  State  of  PennaylTania  has  for  some  time  past  supported  a 
factory  for  the  making  of  arms,  which  has  been  conducted  with  care 
and  attention  by  Mr.  Peter  De  Haven  and  Mr.  Benj'n  Rittenhouse. 
As  there  is  no  fund  provided  for  the  support  of  this  factory,  Oounoil 
have  had  it  under  consideration  to  discontinue  it,  but  as  William 
Henry,  Esquire^  of  Lancaster,  has  lately  proposed  to  the  State  to 
undertake  the  repairing  a  great  number  of  arms  belonging  to  the 
Continent,  which  the  Council  apprehend  it  would  be  improper  for 
them  to  do.  The  Council  think  it  proper,  however,  before  they  dis- 
charge the  workmen,  to  mention  to  Congress  its  nresent  situation  ; 
conceiving  it  probable  that  they  may  think  it  their  intereat  to  take 
this  fiictory  into  their  employ,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  appear  to  be 
reasonable.  The  workmen  will  be  continued  a  few  days,  undll  the 
determination  of  Congress  herein  shall  be  had. 
I  am  with  great  respect| 

Sir,  your  moat  obedient 

humble  Servant 
To  the  Honorable  Henry  Laurens,  Esqr., 

President  of  Congress. 


Mabine  Committeb  op  Council  to  Caw.  Wade,  17T8. 

Philadelphia,  12th  Oct.,  ITIS. 
Sir, 

The  Marine  Committee  of  Congress  having  applied  to  Counoil  for 
your  assistance  in  conducting  the  frigate  Le  Chimere,  belonging  to 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  through  the  Chevauz  de  Frize,  in  the 
Delaware,  I  recommend  that  you  give  the  Captain  of  the  Frigate 
your  immediate  help  in  that  business,  and  thereby  oblige, 
Sir; 

Tour  humble  Serv*. 
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Pbbs»  op  ComiBLBBB  TO  V.  P.  Bbyan,  X7T8, 

.Pkiladelphia,  13th  Ootober^  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Since  mj  last  of  the  7th  Instant,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiv- 
ing and  presenting  to  Congress  your  Letter  of  the  10th,  which  waa 
committed  to  the  Board  of  War. 

The  present  serves  to  Cover  an  Act  of  Consress  of  jesterday'a 
date,  for  enoonrasiQg  Religion  and  good  Morals,  and  for  the  sup- 
pression of  such  Entertainments  and  diversions  as  have  a  contrary 
tendency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
irith  very  great  respect  &  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 
The  Honorable  Tloe  Preadent  Bryan, 


Philip  Bbahm  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Allentown,  Oct.  14, 1778.    ' 
Hon*  Sir, 

There  is  the  greatest  necessity  for  a  large  sum  of  money  to  pay 
pf  the  Militia  of  this  County,  and  as  Col"  Sigfried,  Sheriff,  has  a 
eonaiderabU  sum  of  the  monies  raised  from  confiscated  estates,  I 
should  be  infinitly  Obliged,  by  your  Order  on  Mr.  Sigfried,  for  three 
thousand  pounds^  as  the  Militia  are  be<|ome  very  Clamorous  for- want 
of  their  pay. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  req^ot. 

Your  honoris  most  Obed^ 

&  very  Humble  Serv*, 
.    ^  PHILIP  BEAHM, 

P.  Mr 

The  Hon'ble  Geo.  Bryan,  Esqr., 

Vice  Pres*  of  y  Sup.  Ex.  Council. 
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Pbbs.  of  Cokgrkss  to  v.  P.  Betan,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  16th  Oot.,  1778. 
Hon'ble  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  preaenting  to  yoa  an  Act  of  Congress  of  this, 
date,  for  preventing  the  spreading  Seditions  Papers  in  these  States 
bj  the  Enemy,  under  cover  of  Flags  of  Trace  or  otherwise,  k  for 
punishing  persons  detected  in  attempts  to  disperse  such  Papers, 
which  will  be  found  within  the  present  Indosure. 
I  amy  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  Honor's  most 

humble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 
The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire, 

Vice  President,  Pennsylvania. 


Samuel  Adams  to  Timothy  Matlaoe,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  am  informd  that  Ceneral  Clinton  designs  to  send  to  the  QoYer- 
nor  or  Assembly  of  each  of  the  United  States,  Copies  of  an  insulting 
Paper,  called  a  Manifesto  or  Prookmation,  calculated  to  promote  a 
Rebellion,  and  that  the  one  intended  for  this  State  is  to  b^  sent  by 
Water  up  the  Delaware.  And  as  it  appears  to  be  the  Design  of  the 
Enemy,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  their  power,  further  to  pursue  their 
barbarous  practice  of  laying  waste  our  Sea  Ports,  and  that  they 
would  be  particularly  gratifi^  by  an  opportunity  of  destroying  this 
City ',  would  it  not  be  proper  that  one  or  two  of  your  Gailies  should 
be  oidered  to  watch  for  them  in  the  River,  that  they  may  seiae  their 
Vessel  &  bring  the  Men  up,  hUndfM^  to  be  confined  i,  dealt  with 
according  to  the  Laws  of  iMature  and  Nations.  You  will  excuse  this 
Hint|  and  be  assured  that  I  am, 

Your  very  humble  Serv^ 

S.  ADAMS. 
Philad-,  OctoV  16, 1778. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq. 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  696-6. 
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BssoLunoNS  OF  CoNaEESSy  1778. 

In  Congress,  16th  October,  1778. 

Whereas  Congress,  on  the  22nd  day  of  April,  1778,  did  Besolve, 
that  *^  any  Man  or  body  of  Men,  who  should  presume  to  make  any 
seperate  or  partial  Convention,  or  agreement  with  Commissioners 
under  the  Crown  of  Oreat  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  onght  to  be  con- 
sidered and  treated  as  open  and  avowed  Enemies  to  the  United 
States/^  And  Whereas,  Congress  have  received  intelligence,  that 
the  Commissioners  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  are  about  to  send, 
under  the  sanction  of  a  flag  certain  seditious  Papers,  under  the  name 
and  title  of  Manifestoes,  to  be  distributed  throughout  these  United 
States,  with  a  view  to  stir  up  dissentions,  animosities  and  Rebel- 
lions, among  the  good  people  of  these  States.  And  Whereas,  such 
practices  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Nations,  and  utterly  subversive 
of  the  confidence  necessary  for  those  means  which  have  been  invent- 
ed among  civilized  Nations,  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  War ;  where- 
fore, the  Agents  employed  to  distribute  the  said  Papers  are  not 
entitled  to  protection  from  a  flag,  while  engaged  in  the  prosecution 
of  such  nefarious  purposes. 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  racomtnended  to  the  Ezeoative  Powers  of  the^  United 
States,  to  take  np  and  secure  in  safe  and  close  custody,  all  and  every 
person  and  persons,  who,  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag,  or  otherwise 
may  be  concerned  or  engaged  in  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  Papers  aforesaid  be  printed  in  the  several  QazetteSi 
more  fully  to  convince  the  good  people  of  these  States  of  the  insi- 
dious destgiiB  of  the  said  Commissioners. 
By  Order  of  Congress, 

HENET  LAUBENS,  President.* 


BOBfiRT  Leyjsrs  to  Cottncil,  1778. 

Easton,  October  17th,  1778. 
Sir, 

An  Express  is  just  this  moment  come  from  Col.  Strouds,  bring- 
ing the  melancholy  account  that  the  Tories  and  Indians,  in  the  Upper 
part  of  the  Minesinks,  in  York  Government,  are  burning  and  de- 
stroying all  before  them.  It  is  said  the  Enemy  are  Six  Hundred 
strong,  and  that  Tories  join  them  every  hour.  It  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed but  they  will  be  in  this  State  soon,  and  the  inhabitants  above  are 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  696,  696. 
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all  moving,  and  in  the  greatest  distress  &  confusion.  Bj  a  Letter  I 
have  seen  this  morning  from  Gapt  Alexander  Patterson,  at  Col. 
Stronds,  stationed  as  Quarter  Master,  it  is  mentioned  that  they  have 
neither  Militaiy  Stores  or  Provisions,  so  that,  if  they  should  sud- 
denly attack  that  part  of  this  County,  destitute  of  help  as  they  are, 
the  Country  must  fly  before  the  Enemy.  I  understand  by  Col.  Den« 
nison,  from  Wyoming,  that  a  few  days  ago  Three  persons  were 
killed  near  Wyoming,  and  another  was  sent  in  with  his  life,  scalped 
to  his  Eyebrows  almost.  I  am  persuaded  you  may  be  convinced 
this  account  is  to  be  depended  on,  it  having  been  rumoured  a  day 
or  two,  but  now  confirmed  by  several  persons  from  the  Upper  part 
of  this  county,  who  have  been  near  the  desolated  parts  to  gain  In- 
telligence ;  notwithstanding,  nothing  more  particular  is  yet  come  to 
our  knowledge  here,  as  Mr.  Henrv  f  ullert  will  set  off  to  dav  to  wait 
on  Council;  ^  anv  thing  farther  shall  come  to  hand  I  wUl  be  more 
particular.  By  him  I  have  wrote  you. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
Timothy  Msttlack,  Esquire. 


ComCIS*  90  MONfi.  ~G£BABD,  MiNIBtBE  OV  FfiAHei,    1778. 

Lx  Qonnoili 

Phikd%  October  17, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Honorable  C<Miigress  having  transmitted  to  me  a  resolution  of 
their  body  relative  to  Mr..  William  Straker,  taken  by  the  Count 
d'Estaing,  on  his  passage  from  Barbadoes,  I  layed  the  same  before 
the  Council  of  this  State,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency,  that  in  judging  of  the  case  of  that  Gentleman,  from  the 
evidence  now  adduced,  &  especially  from  his  known  abode  in  the 
Country,  &  his  past  conduct,  the  Council  are,  in  justice  to  Mr.  S., 
disposed  to  consider  &  receive  him  as  a  citizen  of  this  State.  They 
do  therefore  wish  your  Excellency  to  treat  him  as  such.  And  as  to 
his  property  taken  when  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag, 
should  your  honour  think  it  proper  to  deliver  it  up  to  Mr.  Straker, 
the  Council  will  esteem  it  an  instance  of  your  polite  attention  to 
them  &  to  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Penm^lvania. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respecti 
May  it  please  y  Excellency, 

Your  Excellencies  most  obed* 

&  very  hum.  Serv*, 

GEO.  BRYAN,  V.P*. 
The  Sieur  Gerard,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  his  Moat  Cbrisiiaii  Majesty. 
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Chas.  Dbshlbb  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Allentown,  Oot»  17tb,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Counoil  was  pleased,  by  a  letter  to  me, 
dated  March  lltb^  1778,  to  appoint  me  Gomm'*  of  the  Magazine  of 
ProYisions,  provided  by  the  Comm'*  of  Northampton  county,  for  the 
nse  of  the  Army.  I  have,  with  what  diligence  I  could,  attended  to 
the  bnsineaB,  and  received  a  letter  from  Go^  BUioe,  JD.  C'  Oen*  of 
Purchases,  directing  me  to  deliver  over  what  may  remain  on  my 
bands  to  the  issuing  Commissary  at  Easton,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Camp;  this,  of  consequence,  brings  my  business  to  a  period.  Should 
be  glad  to  know  with  whom  I  am  to  adjust  my  accompts,  and  receive 
loy  wages. 

I  am,  with  due  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  Obed*  & 

very  Humble  Serv*, 

•       CHARLES  DESHLER. 
His  Excellency,  Geo.  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  Prest* 


Monsieur  Gerard  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

A  Philadelphie,  le  17.  8bre,  1778. 
Monsieur, 

La  Lettre  dont  vous  m'avez  honore  aujourd'hui  est  la  Seule  voye 
Q8ite6  en^  pouvoirs  Souverains,  par  laqu'elle  j'ai  ei6  inform^  que 
le  Gonseil  de  Pensylvanie  ^toit  d'opinion  que  William  Straker  devoit 
§tre  regard^  oomme  Citoyan  de  eel  Etat ;  Ce  prisonier  m'en  ayant 
parl6  et  fait  parler  je  lui  ai  d^clar^  et  fait  d^larer  qu'il  ne  pouvoit 
obtenir  sa  liberte  que  du  consentement  du  Roi  mon  Maitre  on  de 
SOD  reprdsentant. 

Je  dois  pr^umer  qu'il  n'en  a  paa  rendu  «ompte  au  Gonseil  dans 
le  tcous :  Je  prens  la  liberty.  Monsieur  de  le  lui  repr^enter  aujourd^- 
huy  par  votre  canal  et  de  vous  assurer  que  le  ddlai  que  j'ai  laissd  d 
William  Straker  n'avoit  d'autre  objet  que  de  donner  le  terns  au 
Gonseil  de  discuter  amiablement  cette  afEaire  aveo  moi.  J'y  suia 
encore  dispose  comme  6,  vous  donner  ainsl  qu'aa  Gonseil  toutes  lea 
preuves  d'egarde  et  de  deference  compatible  avec  Us  principea 
et  avec  mes  devoirs,  mais  la  Gonduite  du  prisonier  ne  me  permettra 
de  m'y  pretcr  que  jor^qu'il  sera,  pr6alablement  remis  au  pouvoir  du 
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Roi  mon  maitre  et  d  ma  disposition  oonform^ment  4  la  r^uisition 
que  j'ai  faite  aax  Gongr^  des  Etata-Unis. 
Jki  rhonneur  d'etre  avec  respect, 
Monsieur, 

Votre  tres  humble  et  tr^s 

obeissant  Serviteur, 

GERARD. 
.  Min.  Plenip. 
M'.  le  Vioe  President  du  Conseil  de  TEtatde  Pensylvanie. 


Council  to  Col.  Galbraith,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Octob'  19, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  last  accounts  from  the  City  of  New  York,  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  but  that  the  enemy  are  making  a  considerable  movement,  and 
as  the  object  they  have  in  view  is  uncertain,  it  is  necessary  to  pre- 
pare to  repel  them,  in  case  they  should  again  invade  this  state.  You 
are,  therefore,  hereby  required  to  take  every  measure  to  have  Ttwo) 
classes  of  the  Militia  of  your  county  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  on 
the  shortest  notice.  The  importance  of  this  order  is  so  evident, 
that  the  Council  need  urge  no  other  motive  to  you  than  a  regard  to 
the  interest  and  safety  of  our  country. 


Council  to  Maj.  Obn.  Jno.  Armstrong,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  October  19%  1778. 
Sir, 

The  intelligence  lately  received  from  the  city  of  New  York,  leaves 
no  room  to  doubt  but  that  some  movement  of  importance  is  now 
making,  &  from  the  threats  contained  in  the  publication,  issued  by  the 
British  Commissioners,  there  is  every  reason  to  induce  the  several 
states  to  take  the  utmost  precaution  for  their  defence ;  and  more 
especially  those  States  who  have  considerable  towns  exposed  to 
ravage  and  destruction.  The  Council  desirous  of  taking  effectual 
measures  to  prevent  any  deficiency  in  command  in  case  the  enemy 
should  attempt  another  invasion  of  this  state,  have  determined  that 
it  is  highly  necessary  for  yon  to  be  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  as 
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0OOO  80  possible,  and  therefore  send  yon  this  express.  Your  presence 
maj  be  the  more  necessary  in  case  of  an  invasion,  from  the  oonside* 
rable  number  of  officers  now  here,  who  could  with  great  propriety 
act  under  your  oommand,  and  would  yet  feel  some  difficulty  in 
obeying  an  officer  inferior  in  rank  to  you,  or  of  a  later  appointment. 
Orders  will  be  sent  immediately  to  the  Lieutenants  of  several  of 
the  adjacent  counties  to  hold  some  classes  of  militia  to  march  at  a 
short  notice. 


COMMODOBB   HaZBLWOOD  TO  PfiKST.   OF  GOUKGIL,  1778. 

Kr, 

As  there  is  some  probability  that  the  Enemy  may  atempt  coming 
coming  up  our  river  to  do  what  mischief  they  Can,  I  think  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  two  or  three  Chevaux  De  Freeze  made  ready 
to  sink  in  the  pass  at  Billingsport,  &,  I  Think  them  with  a  few 
Galleys  would  prev^t  their  Getting  through  that  pass  or  getting 
vp  to  this  City. 

I  am  your  Excelen* 

most  obed*  Serv% 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  C.  P.  P. 
Phil-,  Ootob'  19%  1778. 


Thohas  Whitbsibx,  &c.,  TO  Council,  1778. 

We,  the  Judges  of  the  Several  district  Elections  for  the  County 
of  Lancaster,  do  fiumbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honerable 
Body  that  from  the  Information  of  Sundry  the  respectable  freemen 

'  of  the  bommgh  <^  Lancaster,  that  the  Election  held  in  said  borrough 
was  oontrary  to  any  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  State  made  & 
Provided;    insomuch  that  few  certificates  was  demanded  by  the 

'  Inspectors  from  the  Electors,  &  that  readers  &  Clerks  were  admitted 
without  being  sworen  according  to  Law.  There  is  found  on  Exami- 
nation to  be  a  Considerable  number  of  Votes  more  than  Voters 
marked  at  said  Election;  which  we  conceive  our  duty  to  represent 
to  yoo,  the  only  Body  we  can  look  up  to  for  the  execution  of  our 
Laws. 
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Sufiiomt  proof  can  be  made  of  the  Faeto  above  meatboed  wliea 
called  for. 

THOMAS  WHITBSIDB, 
JOHN  LOGAN, 
MARTIN  BOWMAN, 
WILLIAM  BfiOWN, 
Lancaster  20th  Oc%  1778. 


Rbsolvbs  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congreas,  21  Oct',  1778. 
The  letter  from  David  Franks,  Esq',  Commissary  of  British  pris- 
oners, to  Moses  Franks,  Esq',  of  London,  enclosed  nnder  cpver, 
to  captain  Thomas  More,  of  gen*  Delancej's  regiment,  being  read ; 
thereupon  ' 

Besolved, 

That  the  contents  of  the  said  letter  maniftet  a  disposition  k 
intentions  inimical  to  the  safety  &  liberties  of  the  United  States ;  k 
that  M' Franks  having  endeavoured  to  tranamit  this.letter  bv  stealth 
within  the  British  lines,  has  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  Congress  to  exercise  within  the  jurisdiction  of  thes^  States  the 
office  of  Commissary  to  the  British  prisoners. 

Resolved, 

That  general  Arnold  be  directed  to  caose  the  said  David  Franks 
forthwith  to  be  arrested  &  convfiyed.to  the  new  jail  in  this  city,  there 
to  be  confined  'till  the  further  order  of  Congress. 
Resolved, 

That  David  Franks,  Esq',  be  not,,  after  the  10*^  day  of  November 
next,  permitted  to  exercise  directly  or  indiretly  the  office  of  commis- 
sary to  the  Britsh  prisoners  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States. 

.Resolved, 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  k  to  inform  him,  that  Congren 
desire  he  will  nominate  a  proper  person,  who,  having  received  their 
approbation,  may  exercise  the  office  of  commissary  to  the  Britiah 
prisoners. 

Extract  from  the  minutes ; 
BEL,  P.  SMITH,  for 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
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Council  to  Thomas  M'Kean,''  1778. 

Phikdelphia;  Ootober  21, 1778. 
Sir, 

T&e  Council  bave  now  Before  them  the  oases  of  John  Bohertsand 
Abraham  Carlisle,  the  determination  of  which  is  highly  interestinff, 
not  only  to  the  crimiDals  but  also  to  the  public.  Council  therefore  wisn 
to  be  favoured,  as  soon  as  possible,  w^^  jour  notes  taken  on  the  trials.* 
They  are  the  more  desirous  of  tUs  from  the  recommendation  of  the 
PeUdon  of  divers  of  the  jurymen,  signed  bv  you  and  the  Hn'ble 
John  Evans,  Esq'.,  in  the  case  of  John  Roberts.  They  remark 
that  you  have  not  mentioned  any  equitable  ciroumstaDces  which 
ought  to  be  allowed  weight  in  their  determination  in  his  case. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  respeot, 

Your  m06t  ob^  ii  very 

h'mble  Serv*., 

T.  M. 
Hn'bk  t.  M'Kean,  Esq. 


MntoEiAX.s  IN  FAVOR  oir  John  Robsri&  anb  Ab'm  Carlislb, 

1778, 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Coancil  of  the  State  of  PeaoBylvunui* 

The  Memorial  of  the  SubBoribers 
Hoet  humbly  Sheweth : 

Sensible  as  yotir  Me'dioriiiliBta  tte,  that  ilie  unfottunate  John  Ro- 
berta and  Abraham  Carlisle,  mo^t  justly  merit  the  Sentence  which 
the  Law  has  lately  pronounced  against  them,  and  of  the  fairness  of 
fteir  Triab,  Yet  they  are  conatrained.  from  feelingt  df  Humanity  aar 
Chriatians  and  proper  PriDciples  as  Men,  to  address  you  in  their  be- 
half — ^Respectable  Connections,  Lives  hitherto  well  spent  except  in 
those  fiital  Instances  which  have  brought  them  to  their  present  un- 
happy Condidon-Hlutress'd  Wives,  and  a  number  of  Children, 
altho'  these  cannot  weigh  in  the  Scale  of  Justice,  they  must  cer- 
tainly preponderate  in  that  of  Merey. 

That  in  t)ie  Opinion  of  your  Memorialists,  the  Cases  of  these' CuU 
priifl,  irhb  had  ai  least  ceaia^d  to  commit  farther  Injuries  Sffainst 
their  Country,  atkd  evidene'd  their  Repentainoe  by  voluntarily  throw- 
ing themselves  upon  it's  Meroy,  are  to  be  distinguished  fironi  theirs 

*  The  notes  in  both  oases  appear  to  have  be«n  funiishf  d  by  the  C.  J.,  and 
read  Not.  2.  Thoqe  in  the  cose  of  Carlisle  will  be  found  among  the  follow- 
ing documents.  The  n6te8  in  the  case  of  Bobertt  we  have  not  been  able  to 
find. 
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wbo  oontiDae  obstinate  in  their  Crimes,  and  still  remain  perpetrating 
Treasons  against  th<se  States. 

That  the  Law  has  its  political  Effect  in  the  Trial  and  ConTiction  of 
these  offepders,  and  the  Power  and  Vigour  of  Oovernment  is  as  much 
evinced  by  the  Act  of  exercising  Mercy  as  by  directing  Punishment; 
and  the  former  has  the  advantage  of  convincing  the  World  that  the 
Conduct  of  these  States  has  not  proceeded  from  Resentment^  but 
from  the  purest  Principles  of  Liberty  and  Lenity. 

Punishment  is  inflicted  not  so  much  to, give  pain  to  the  Offender 
as  to  deter  others  from  acting  on  similar  Occasions ;  We  then  trust, 
from  the  present  happy  Prospect  of  public  Affairs,  (of  which  we  beg 
leave  to  Congratulate  you)  that  from  all  human  Probability  the  Bri- 
tish Enemy  will  never  again  visit  this  State,  and  the  intestine  Ene- 
mies thereof  be  for  ever  prevented  doing  that  Mischief  which  a 
rooted  and  fixed  Enmity  to  their  Country  would  instigate  them  to 
perform.  All  that  we  ask  on  this  occasion  are  the  Lives  of  Mesa" 
Roberts  and  Carlisle,  by  respiting  their  Sentence  till  the  dose  of  the 
next  Session  of  Assembly. 

Add  We,  as  in  Duty  bound,  will  ever  P^y. 

Philadelphia,  29th  October,  1778. 

Dan'l  Clymer,  Wm.  Sheaff,  Sam'l  Wetherill,  jr., 

Whiteh*  Humphreys,  Joseph  Oeden,  junr.,  A.  Wilkinson, 
B.  Roberts,  V.  L.  D.,  O.  Jones,  llpt.  of  Ar.,  Gpt.  Art. 

Pers'r  Frazer,  Jos.  Pennell,  O. Willson,  jr.,  V.  Art. 

Wm.  Oray,  Jona'n  Mifflin,  Benj.  Worrell,  Capt., 

JoMph  Ford,  Samuel  Robbiiia. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Bteedtive  Oouneil  of  die  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Sabsoribera,  Inhabitants  &  Gitisens  of  the  aaid 
State, 

Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  infioenoed  by  Motives  of  Compassion  to  the  distressed  Fa- 
milies of  Abraham  Carlisle  k  John  Roberts,  now  under  Sentence  of 
Death,  we  are  induced  to  expresa  an  earnest  Wii^  that  their  liveg 
may  be  spared. 

We  conoeive,  that  the  only  ground  npon  which  the  taking  of  the 
life  of  an  Offender  can  be  Juatified,  is  the  necessity  of  making  ex- 
amples to  prevent  the  Commission  of  like  Crimes ;  and  the  present 
Appearance  of  things  affords  good  Reason  to  hope,  that  there  is  no 
probability  that  the  Enemy  will  again  invade  this  State,  and  there- 
fore, that  Examples  in  the  present  case  are  not  absolutely  Neces- 
sary. 
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Yonr  Petitioners^  tberefore,  pray  that  a  reprieve  may  be  granted  for 
the  said  Abraham  X/arlisle  &  John  RobertSi  and  snob  further  Mea* 
snres  be  taken  by  the  Council  as  may,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution 
be  neoessary  to  obtain  Pardon  to  the  said  Prisoners. 
And  your  Petitioners  will  pray,  &o. 

Hugh  Howell,  George  Wood,  Jos.  Stiles,  C.  M.  S., 

Wm.  McDowell,  Lt.,  B.  Davis,  Capt&  Eng"^  Peter  Behavea, 

Edward  Boosall,  W.  Ernes,  Ci4>ts  ht,  Bennis  M'Carthy, 

Edward  Stroud,  James  Pearson,  Nicholas  Weaver, 

Jehosp^  Polk,  Com'j  Mil.  Stores,  Saml  Powel, 

Samuel  Coraey,  Philip  Kinsey. 


Mbmobial  of  Qkaxj>  Jurors  in  favor  of  Roberts  and 
Carlisle,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Grand  Jurors,  at  the  last  Court  of  Oyer  & 
Tenniner  for  the  City  &  County  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  J. 
Roberts  &  A.  Carlisle,  now  under  sentenoe  of  death. 

Respectfully  sheweth : 

That  as  there  are  oases  in  which  humanity  may  plead  the  cause  of 
unhappy  Criminals,  without  neglecting  the  public  safety ;  and  as  we 
wish  that  Pennsylvania,  if  she  err  in  the  punishment  of  offenders 
may  ever  err  on  the  side  of  Mercy,  we  beg  leave  to  intercede  in  be- 
half of  John  Roberta  &  Abraham  Carlisle,  whom,  all  cironmstanoetf 
considered,  we  cannot  but  esteem  as  suitable  objects  of  mercy ;  and 
aa  such,  therefore,  we  earnestly  recommend  them  to  the  Hon'ble 
Council,  and  are,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

Jas.  Toxma,  late  foreman, 
Seth  Quee,  ZeVn  Potts,  Jno.  Purviance, 

Thos.  Pryor,  Wm.  Ball,  Rudolf  Neff, 

John  Borsey,  Fs  C.  Hasenclever,     Bavid  Snyder. 

Robert  Curry. 
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Memobial  of  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  favor  of 
koberts  and  carlisle,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Exeetitive  Ooinea  6f  the  State  of 
PexmfyhanU. 

We,  the  Subscribers,  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  being  trnlj  afflicted  with  the  unhappy  case  of  Abraham 
Carlisle  and  John  Roberts,  now  under  sentence  of  Death ;  deeply 
sympathizing  with  their  distrest  wives,  children  and  relatives; 
earnestly  desiring  that  the  Mercy  and  Forgiveness  which  we  preach, 
through  Christ,  may  be  accepted  and  copied  among  men ;  and  hoping 
that,  if  possible,  the  Foundation  of  our  civil  Liberty  may  be  firmly 
establishedjwithout  the  Blood  of  S'ellow-citisens,    Do  therefore, 

Pray  that  the  lives  of  the  said  Abraham  Carlisle  and  John 
BobertSi  who  are  now  far  advanced  in  years,  inay  be  spared^  &  suoh 
measure  of  mercy  and  forgiveness  extended  to  them  as  may  be 
thought  consistent  with  the  public  safety,  and  your  petitioners  shall 
ever  pray,  &c. 

William  Smith,  Robert  Davidson,        William  WhitCi 

John  C.  {[uDze,  Casparus  Weiberg, 


PiSTinOH  OF  THE  JURT  IN  OaS»  OF  JoHN  ROBERTS* 

To  the  bonprable  the  Judges  of  the  Saprnne  Court  and  Courts  o£ 
Oyer  &  Terminer,  &c.,  for  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  petition  of  the  Juty  who  were  on  the  trial  of  John  Roberts. 

In  all  Humility  sheweth. 

That  it  appears  to  us,  the  said  John  Roberta  was  under  the  infln* 
ence  of  fear,  when  he  took  the  imprudent  step  of  leaving  his  family 
and  coming  to  reside  among  the  enemy,  whUe  they  had  possessioa 
of  this  City. 

That,  altho.  by  'the  oath  we  have  taken,  we  found  ourselves 
obliged  to  pronounce  him  Guilty ,  yet  knowing  that  Juries  are  but 
fallible  Men,  and  reflecting  that  the  evidence  before  us  was  of  a 
very  complicated  nature,  and  some  parts  of  it  not  reconcileable  with 
his  general  conduct,  and  other  evidence  of  his  good  offices  to  many 
persons  who  were  prisoners  among  the  enemy,  or  had  leave  to  come 
to  the  city  on  business. 

That,  altho'  general  Laws  cannot  be  framed  with  an  eye  of  com- 
passion to  guilt,  yet  it  is  the  glory  of  every  wise  State,  that  the 
doors  of  mercy  should  be  kept  open,  and  ours  has  made  ample 
provision  in  this  case. 
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In  oompassioD,  therefore^  to  tbe  ttnbappj  abject  of  tbis  petition 
sod  his  distressed  famil j,  and  relying  on  the  humanity  lodged  in  the 
breasts  of  jonr  honors,  as  manifested  to  nS;  in  the  charge  jou  gave 
la  on^the  trial,  we  most  earnestly  pray. 

That  your  honors  wonld  be  pleased  to  join  ns,  and  recommend 
this,  our  petition,  to  the  Supreme  Exeentiye  Council,  that  the  penal 
part  of  the  said  John  Roberts's  sentence  may  be  suspended  till  the 
Assembly  can  take  his  Oase  into  consideration,  for  the  exercise  of 
that  meroy  whieh  the  Constitution  hath  lodged  in  their  power. 
W.  M.  Adock,  Andrew  Forsyth,        Thomas  Corgal, 

Jobn  Steinmets,  John  MoNeal,  Isaac  Powell, 

David  Pancoast^  John  Drinker^  Andrew  Burkhardj 

Wm.  Kigdon. 

Hay  it  please  your  honors, 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  abore  petition,  we,  the  Justices  of  the 
Supream  Court  for  the  Cominenwealth  of  Pennsyhania,  and  Justices 
of  the  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  delivery  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to 
your  honors  &vorable  acceptance,  and  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 
pestoone  the  issuing  the  warrant  for  the  exeeution  of  John  Roberts 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  agreea- 
bly to  the  prayer  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Jury  above  named,  who 
were  upon  his  triaL 

We  tfC;  with  perfect  esteem  and  regard, 
Xour  Honors, 

most  obedient  humble  servants^ 

THO.  McKBAN. 
JOHN  EVANS. 
Philadelphia,  October  18th,  1778. 
IHreeied, 

To  the  Hon'ble  The  Vioe-Preudent  and  the  Supream  Executive 
Council  of  PeuDsylvania. 


To  The  Hokourablb  xhk  Sxjprbmjb  Executivb  Oounciii 

OW  THB  SlATB  OV  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  petition  of  the  Wife,.  Children  &  other,  the  Relatives  of  Johi^ 
Roberta,  Miller  of  Lower  Merrion  Township. 

Humbly  sheweth. 

That,  with  the  most  piercing  grief  they  have  been  informed  the 
object  of  this  petition,  now  lyes  under  sentence  of  death  for  high 
treason. 

Should  we,  at  sucb  an  awful  criss,  remain  imconcerned  spectators 
Vol.  Vn-2 
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of  even  the  fate  of  a  neighbour,  or  frieady  whom  we  fornerly  had 
an  esteem  for,  whose  unhappy  oircamstances  were  similar  to  hi^,  ia 
whose  favonr  we,  at  present  petition,  we  might  josilj  be  aocmsed,  by 
all  die  world,  of  hardness  of  heart,  &  utterly  void  of  all  ooatpassioiL. 

Can  it  then  be  supposed,  we  could,  upon  this  more  melanoholy 
occasion,  remain  insensible,  when  not  ouly  the  calhi  of  humauily, 
but  the  Toice  of  nature,  of  reason,  &  all  the  ties  of  sacred  a%ctKiO| 
filial  tenderness,  eonsanguinitir  &  affioity,  lonely  call  &  dettand  H 
of  us,  to  exert  our  utmost  in  oehalf  of  our  aged  husband^  father  & 
best  of  firiends? 

We  do  not  go  about,  at  this  time,  to  troaI)le  your  honors  with  m 
repetition  of  an  extenuation  of  his  crime,  (Iho'  we  humbly  are  o^ 
opinion  much  might  1»e  said  in  his  favour,)  especially  as  we  ar^ 
informed  that  other  petitions  on  that  subject  haye,  or  will  be  pre; 
sen  ted  to  your  consideration. 

AU  we  hw7e  iti  yiew  is,  to  reooAunend  him  seriouBly  to  your 
honours  as  a  moat  prefer  object  of  mmvy,  &  thai  you  will  not,  by 
atretehiug  vigor  to  its  utmost  extent,  precipitate  a  family,  audi  as  aa- 
aged,  distressed  &  tender  wife,  nine  affectionate  children,  &  a  asu> 
morons  train  of  relatives,  into  the  lowest,  abyss  of  misery  ft  wml 
but  rather  hope  that  you  will  not  deprive  yonrsebes  of  the  iawarj 
satisfaction  of  showing  mercy  where  merey  ia  due. 

We,  therefore,  the  petitionerB  undersigoed  (&  only  hia  nearest 
relatives,)  do  most  humbly  leave  the  above  considezationa,  together 
with  his  fate,  whether  of  life  or  death,  in  the  breasts  of  vour  ho- 
nours, humbly  hoplug  you  will  show  mercy  to  the  uurortunate 
prisoner,  by  granting  him  his  life,  &  thereby  afford  consolation  to 
an  already  but  too  muck  distressed  &  disconsolate  family,  &  your 
petitioners  will  for  ever  be  in  duty  bound  to  pray. 


Thomas  Meteer, 
Sarah  Meteer, 
Israel  Whelen, 
Mary  Whelen, 
Hunt  DowulDg, 
Jonathan  Roberts, 
Lydia  Boberts, 
Anna  Roberts , 
Sarah  Roberte, 
Mary  Roberts, . 
Matthew  RobertSj^ 
JoniL  Roberts,  JiL, 
Edward  Jones, 
Hannah  Coupland, 
Sam'l  Howell, 
Ann  Howell, 
Daniel  Wister,    ' 
Lowry  Wister, 


Robert  Llovd, 
Gatherin  Lloyd, 
Owen  Jones, 
Susanna  Jones, 
Seymour  Hart, 
Margaret  Hart, 
John  Downing; 
Tho.  Downing, 
John  Downing,  Jr., 
Blizabeth  Downing, 
Samuel  Downing 
San.  Downing,  Jr.,. 
Jos.  Downing,  Jr., 
Joseph  Downing, 
Richard  Downing, 
Maf  J  Downing, 
"RicK.  t)owning,  jr., 
Elizabeth  Downing, 


Mary  Hunter, 
Jane  Roberts,  Jr., 
Thomsin  Roberts, 
iBliaabeth  Roberts, 
Ann  Roberts, 
Jonathan  Cowpland, 
Sam.  Howell,  Jr., 
Susannah  Jones,  Jr., 
Ann  Jones, 
Martha  Jones, 
Rebekah  Jones, 
Sarah  Jones, 
Isaac  Vanlear, 
Sarah  Vanlear, 
Jacob  S.  fiowell, 
Mary  Howell, 
Hugh  Lloyd, 
Isaac  D^yiSf 
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Oven  Jones,  Jr., 
Joshua  Baldwin^ 
Mercy  Baldwin, 
Sam'l  Baldwin, 
Baohel  BaldwiO| 
Joseph  Bond, 
Samoel  Bond, 
Eleanor  Bond, 
George  Spackman, 
Thomzin  iSpackmani 
Jane  Bond, 
Sarali  Bond, 
Kob't  Valentine, 
Ann  Valentine^ 
Gwen  Llojd, 


Thomzin  Thomas, 
Mary  Downing, 
Jane  Downing, 
Tho.  Downing,  Jr., 
Hannah  Sellers, 
Jos.  Sellers, 
Joanna  Davis, 
Jane  Roberts, 
Tho.  Boberts, 
Bees  Price, 
Hannah  Price, 
George  Thomas, 
Sarah  Thomas, 
Jehu  Boberta, 
William  Hunter, 


Sam.  Hudson, 
Martha  Hudson, 
Bebeca  Parke, 
Jacob  Parke, 
Hannah  Poultney, 
Owen  Biddle, 
Sarah  Biddle, 
Tkos.  Pasoball, 
Ann  Paachall, 
Amos  Fouike, 
Jos.  Howell, 
Sidney  Howell, 
Kebecca  Howell, 
Isaac  Lloyd, 
Ann  Lloyd. 


To  ZHS  HONOUEABLS,  THS  SUPEXMB    EXBOCTIVE    OOUKOIL 
OF  THJB  OOMMONWEALTH  OP  PeI^STLTANIA. 

The  PiefitioB  of  mnirj  persons,  Inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia,  in  &yor  of  John  Roberts,  now  under  sentence  of  death. 
Respectfully  sheweth, 

Tbat  as  it  is  sometimes  more  expedient  to  spare  than  to  punish, , 
we  have  suffered  the  feelings  of  humanity  in  favor  of  this  Criminal, 
and  his  numerous  and  respectable  family,  to  incline  us  to  believe  it 
may  be  so  in  his  Case.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  intercede  in  his 
behalf,  desiring  that  if  your  Honors  concur  with  us  in  opinion,  you 
may  extend  the  clemency  of  Government  towards  him,  and  your 
Petitiaaers,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  &o. 
Jno.  Palmer,  Capt.,    David  Kinzey, 


Ckorge  Butter, 
James  Walsh, 
George  Palmer, 
Samuel  Bettle, 
William  Betre, 
Jehn  Eldridge, 
Crodfrey  Gebler, 


Cadr.  Dickinson, 
^enjamin  Davies, 
Robert  Wright, 
Rich'd  Topliff, 
Jonathan  Merideth, 
William  Tuokey^^ 
John  Todd, 


Daniel  Latham,  Jan.,  Adam  Alexamder, 
Peter  Lesley,  Charles  Mison, 

Jno.  Birchall,  Isaac  Pearson,  Jun., 


Benjamin  Scull, 
Alex.  Quarvier, 
Will'm  Hunter, 
John  Warner, 
Leonard  Dorsey, 
Ezek.  Letts,  Capt., 
Joseph  Davies,* 
John  Barker, 
John  Haynes, 
Rich'd  Hiimphre  ys, 
Job  Butcher, 
John  Thomson. 
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To  THB  HONOtTRABLB,  THB  SiTPRKMB  EXECUTIVE    COUNCIL 

ojr  THE  State  op  Pennsylvania. 


The  Memorial  &  Petition  of  the  BuhBoriben,  Inhabttuitt  of  Ihe 
City  &  Countj  of  Pbikdelpbia, 
BeBpeeifallj  skewethi 

That  your  Petitioners  are  informed  that  John  Koberts,  late  bf 
Merion,  in  this  County,  Miller,  is  now  nnder  Sentence  of  Death  for 
High  Treason  against  this  State.  From  his  general  Character  we  are 
firmly  persuaded  (however  lustly  his  conduct  in  legal  Construction 
may  amount  to  that  horrid  Crime)  that  it  did  not  proceed  from 
Malevolenoe  and  a  wicked  Disposition,  but  that  Prejudices  &  Attach- 
ments to  the  lata  Oovemment  were  the  Motives  that  induced  him  to 
aot  the  Part  he  did.  And  as  he  has  by  a  solemn  Act,  previous  to 
his  Imprisonment,  voluntarily  renounded  his  former  Connections  & 
Attachments,  and  declared  himself  a  subject  of  hope,  and  believe  if 
opportunity  is  afforded  him,  that  he  will  hereafter  exert  his  many 
ffood  Qualities  in  favor  of  the  oause  he  has  now  adopted,  and  wiU 
become  a  useful  Member  of  the  Community. 

We  therefore  request  the  honourable  Council  to  suspend  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  said  Sentence  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  general 
Assembly  of  this  State,  and  that  at  such  Meeting  they  will  be  pleased 
to  present  to  the  Honourable  House  this  humble  Petition,  Enforced 
by  their  own  Recommendation  to  extend  Mercy  to  the  said  Joha 
Roberts  by  granting  him  a  free  Pardon. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  &c. 


Jonathan  Powell, 

Jacob  Whiteman, 

Jacob  Koon, 

John  Whiteman,    . 

Wechard  Lowering, 

Joseph  Levering, 

Benjamin  Levering, 

John  Harveyi 

Thomas  Livezey,  Jun.  Andrew  Barge, 

John  Rex,  Nathan  Levering, 


Jos.  Mather, 
Jacob  Schueta, 
Thos.  Jones, 
Abraham  Rex, 
Enoch  Levering, 
Wm.  West, 
James  Stroud, 
Geo.  Emlen, 


Peter  Hinckel, 
Henry  Miller, 
Matthias  Keen, 
Jno.  Salter, 
tfoseph  Lj^ndall, 
Brian  Wilkinson, 
Nath.  Falconer, 
Joseph  Pendrove, 
Reese  Meredith, 


Andrew  Wood, 
Oeorse  Meade, 
Tho.  BristoU, 
Jno.  Edwards, 
Elias  Toy, 
Robert  Green, 
Samuel  Griffin, 
Peter  Z.  Lloyd, 
James  White, 


Jacob  Jones, 
Jaoob  Hagy, 
Christoph  Schupperi^ 
Andreas  Koeth, 
Benjamin  Howell, 
Adam  Schnider, 
Johannes  Burr, 
WilheM  Hiltner, 
Joseph  Paul, 
Gteorg  FriesB. 

John  Knowles, 
Andrew  Keen, 
Alex.  Toddc 


Peter  Browne, 
M.  Hillegas, 
Sam.  Simpson, 
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Wflrm  KQsh, 
Jos.  Howelli 
John  Biddlei 
Bobert  Robert8| 
John  Rioe, 
Wm.  Coats, 
Jos.  Coperthwait, 
Jacob  Bright, 
Th.  Bond, 


OastoTas  Riabergi 
John  Cbaloner, 
Sam.  Lyon, 
G^eorge  Reed, 
George  Slongh| 
J.  Hillsheimer; 
Isaao  Howelly 
William  Craig, 
Rd.  SeweU; 


William  Pusey, 
Gerard*  Clarkson, 
Jno.  Ladd  Howell, 
Henry  Eeppele, 
Jacob  8.  Howell, 
J.  C.  Konze,  V.  D.  M. 
Frederiek  Kuhl, 
Adam  Zantsinger, 
Ghnstoffid  Lndwick, 


Mkmokial  ot  Phil.  &;  Chsstbb    Go's.,  in  bshalf  ot 
Jno,  Roberts,  17T8, 

To  the  Hononxable,  the  Supream  Ezecutiye  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  anderwriitoo  lBhabitant0  of  the  Covi^ea  of  Philadelphia  and 
Chester  beg  leave  to  represent 

That  they  have  been  informed  that  John  Roberts,  late  of  Merion, 
in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  Miller,  hath  been  lately  tried  k  oon- 
vioted,  is  now  under  Sentenee  of  Death  for  High  Treason. 

That  your  Memorialists  have  a  just  abhorrence  of  that  Crime. 
Tet  when  they  consider  that  the  Conduct  which  has  involved  him 
in  his  present  Difficolties  admits  of  much  PaBiation ;  That  an  appro* 
hension  of  Danger  to  his  Person  had  he  oontinued  with  his  Family; 
And,  at  ihe  worst,  that  his  mistaken  Attaohment  to  former  Preju- 
dices rather  than  any  evil  Disposition  he  had  imbibed  against  the 
Interest  of  his  Country  or  the  Persons  of  its  Rulers,  led  him  to  the 
dangerous  Patji  he  pursued.  When  they  reflect  too  upon  the  solemn 
Renunciation  he  hath  made  of  those  PKjudices,  and  withal  upon 
the  various  good  Qualities  he  possesses,  they  think  ita  Duty  they  owe 
Society  in  general,  io  his  eorrowful  Family  and  Friends,  and  indeed 
to  Humanity  itself,  to  recommend  him,  in  all  humility,  to  youv 
Honors  as  one  of  the  most  proper  objeets  for  Mercy  that  ever  pre* 
eented  itself  to  the  Supream  Power  of  any  State. 

That  those  of  your  Memorialists  to  whom,  either  as  near  Neigh* 
bours^  by  particular  Intimacy,  of  general  Report,  his  Character  and 
Conduct  are  more  intimately  known,  beg  leave,  least  your  Honour* 
should  not  be  acquainted  with  his  Circumstances^  and  his  Merits  to 
represent  more  partieularly. 

That  the  unfortunate  Prisoner  is  now  near  Sixty  years  of  age,  hath 
a  distressed  Wife,  nine  Children,  and  other  Connections,  numerous 
and  rttspeotable.  That  he  hath  from  his  youth  up- lived  not  only 
irreproaobably  but  spent  hb  whole  Life  in  the  perfomiMice  of  th» 
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Duties  of  a  tender  Parent^  a  Faithful  Friend^  kind  Noigbb6ur  &  \ 
ful  Citisen. 

To  the  Poor,  the  Stranger,  and  the  Orphan  his  hospitable  Hotiae 
was  ever  open,  his  liberal  Hand  most  eheerfull j  ez^nded.  These, 
not  less  than  his  own  Family,  wonld  feel  and  mourn  his  Loss. 

From  these  Considerations  &  others  tbej  might  state  to  year 
Honor  they  ha?e  net  a  Doubt  but  that  showiue  Meroy  unto  him 
would  i>e  affording  Consolation  to  an  afflicted  and  respeotable  train 
oCJlelatives  and  Frieuds,  and  a  benefieial  Act  to  Society  in  general 
by  giving  back  to  Life  and  Freedom  one  whom  your  Memorialists 
are  persuaded  and  have  every  reasom  to  assure  your  Honors  wonld 
become  a  humane,  virtuous  &  useful  subject  of  this  State. 

Lnpressed  with  these  Sentiments  they  cannot  forbear  entreating 
your  Honors  would  suspend  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence  pro- 
ttouneed  agaiust  him  until  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislative  Body  of 
this  State.  And  that  your  Honors  would  then  be  pleased  to  lay  this 
Memorial  before  that  honorable  Body,  and  will  your  Honors  permi  t 
them  to  hope  it  may  be  accompanied  with  your  Recommendation  of 
the  unhappy  Prisoner  as  a  proper  object  for  their  Clemency. 

Aud  the  Underwritten  do  also  sincerely  &  humbly,  but  fervently , 
hope  &  pray  that  the  honorable,  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  this  State  will  thereupon,  taking  the  Premises  into  their  wise  ft 
serious  Consideration,  extend  unto  the  said  John  Roberts  the  benefit 
of  a  full,  free,  &  general  Pardon  of  that  offence  for  which  he  is  now 
noder  the  awful  and  solemn  Sentence  of  Death. 

And  your  Memorialists^  &c. 


Joseph  Larkin, 
Mordeoai  Cloud, 
Jon.  Paschal,  Coll., 
Wm.  Kirk,  Lieut, 
Samuel  Ash,  Lieut., 
Joel  Willis, 
Jacob  Richards, 
Jonathan  Morris, 
Hugh  Lloyd, 
Jonathan  Biohards, 
Adam  Qrnbbs, 
William  Worrall, 
Jonathan  Heacodc, 
Marks  Willoox, 
William  Kerlin, 
Ghas.  Humphreys, 
Robt.  Pennell, 
Henry  Hayes, 
Nn.  Sellers, 
Clement  Smith, 
Johft  hvmBp 


Griffith  Williams, 
James  Jones, 
Philip  Sheaff, 
Joseph  ^omaa, 
Tho.  Courtney, 
Nath.  Newlin, 
Lewis  Lewis,  Jun,, 
Jere.  Jarman, 
Hugh  Jones,  Oapt., 
Mord.  Morria, 
Owen  Skelton, 
Jesse  Reece, 
Isaac  Farr, 
Joseph  Pratt, 
Jesse  Davis, 
N.  Z.  Lewis, 
Isaac  Vanleer,  Capt., 
Abr*  Oomog, 
Jacob  Johnson,  Lt., 
David  Morris, 
Fredtiok  Biddk, 


Andrew  WilbcfB, 
Isaao  Burn, 
Simon  Meredith, 
Abraham  Hughes^ 
Isaae  Daers, 
Eltsha  Worrall, 
Nathan  Field, 
Anjthony  Morria, 
John  Skelton, 
Jacob  Humphreys^ 
Abraham  Lewis, 
Js.  Maris, 
Hezekiah  Thomas^ 
Owen  Dannely, 
Caleb  Reeee, 
James  Hughea, 
Richard  Howdl, 
Joseph  Jobson, 
John  Morris, 
Jno.  Hvtohinsott^ 
James  Boyea, 
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Philip  Moore^ 

Ed.  Price; 

Sam.  Vaaleer,  C. 

Philip  Priee, 

Jn9.  CroBeT; 

William  Forbes, 

Peter  Salkeld, 

Thomas  Levis,  Sflq.y  ^ 

Thomas  Gheyney,£q.,  Abraham  Pratt| 

Nich.  Fairlamb,  Joseph  Rhoads, 

O.  P^iee,L.  C.  6th  B.,  Israel  Moore,  Lieut., 

W.  Smith,  A.  P.  C.  F.,  Nathan  Scott, 

Sam.  Smith,  Samuel  Caley, 

Biehd.  Armitt,  WUlm.  Hazelwood, 

Jos.  Gibbons,  Jan.,     Asa  Davis, 


Geo.  Peirce, 
Daniel  Smedlj, 
H.,  Peter  Hnnter, 
Jacob  Thomas, 
Thomas  Welch, 
Ezra  Thomas, 
Hugh  Enose, 
John  Hunter, 


P^r  Hill, 
Amos  Moore, 
Joseph  Neide, 
John  Crosby,  Jan., 
J.  Sellers, 


Lewis  Jordan, 
Mord.  Lawrence, 
Richard  Fawkes,  Jr., 
Joseph  Hood, 
William  Davis, 


Stephen  Pasohall,  J.,  Joseph  Davis, 
Christian  Peterman,    John  Cochran,  Gap!., 


John  Fawkes, 
Lawrence  Howard, 
Lewis  Lewes, 
Evan  Lewis, 
John  Scott, 
Thos.  Gadwalader, 
Phitemon  Dickinson, 
John  Cadwalader, 
Tho.  Franklin, 
Arch.  Bl'Call, 
J.Hazelwood,C.P.F. 
Isaac  Roach, 
Samuel  Read, 
John  Le  Telier, 
John  Mordooh, 
Richard  Traman, 
Thos.  Hopkins, 
Charles  Alexander, 
Williain  Cliffton, 
Luke  Morris, 
Presley  Blakiston, 
Joseph  Williamson, 
Joseph  Stamper, 
Allen  l^oore, 
John  Stamper, 
Fran.  Garneji 


Hugh  Lownes, 
Simeon  Matlack, 
James  Massev, 
Edward  Hughes, 
James  Howard, 
Robt.  Aitken, 
Thomas  Elton, 
Matt.  Sadler, 
Jesse  Williamson, 
Thomas  Liming, 
Isaac  Wood, 
John  Jones, 
Wm.  Mathews, 
John  Diamond, 
Aberm..  Harges, 
Robt.  Fitz  Gerald, 
Jno.  Sibbald, 
Geo.  Houston, 
William  Jackson, 
Aodw.  Miller, 
Thos.  Irland, 
John  Wharton, 
Charles  Stedman, 
Samuel  Dilworth, 
Robt.  McCrea, 
Jodi.  Humphreysi 


Baal  Eeavaditt, 

Simon  Litzenbergor, 
Jacob  Knoll, 
William  Lawrence, 
Daniel  Lawrence, 
Abm.  Liddon, 
Iskao  Bartram, 
John  Bartram,  Jan., 
Samuel  Jeffris, 
Jacob  Beery, 
Peter  Trexfer, 
George  Litzenberger, 
Jno.  Price, 
James  Qain, 
Jacob  Wise, 
Nioh.  Bachin, 
Samuel  Humphreys, 
Martin  Weiss, 
Joseph  Powel, 
Martin  Miller, 
Benjamin  Coatts, 
Wm.  Lewis,  Jun., 
Cloise  Johnson, 
George  Gray, 
Thos.  Pilkington,  Jr. 


William  Badden, 
William  Marshall, 
Jo.  Sims, 
Benj.  Wynkoop, 
Thos.  Shields, 
William  Lawrence, 
Robt.  Eastbum, 
Willm.Todd, 
Benj.  Humphreys, 
Jonathan  Bure, 
Edward  Middleton, 
Thomas  Middleton, 
Thos.  Fitzsimons, 
Wm.  West,  Jan., 
Step.  Collins, 
Wm.  RichardSy 
Andrew  Tybout, 
Sam.  Howell, 
Jno.  Osman, 
John  Pringle, 
Rich.  Footmaa. 
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John  Doffield, 
Stacy  Hepbuni| 
John  Stille. 
Thoa.  Paschalli 
W.  O.  Galas,  Gap., 
J.  PoweUy  Gap., 
D.  S.  Franks,  Major, 
Wm.  LawrencOi 
Jacob  Tresly 
Wm.  Alrioksy 
Robt.  Connelj,  Gap., 
Jpe.  Roily,  Lt., 
Owen  Biddloi 
W.  Whitehead, 
Jno.  Taylor, 
Sam.  Moore,  Gflpt.| 
Willm.  Moulder, 
Jno.  Whitehead, 
Js.  Hamilton,  Gapt., 
Andrew  Epple, 
Peter  Stretch, 
Miles  Hillbom, 
John  Pyle, 
John  Brown, 
Jno.  Shaw, 
Nath.  Squibb, 
James  Rigby, 
Isaac  Sutton, 
Wm.  Moulder, 
James  Maull, 
Isaao  Lawrence, 
John  Buckley, 
Jacob  Hewes, 
Thomas  Hatton, 
William  Beale, 
Joseph  Morris, 
William  Owens, 
John  Boyers, 
Evan  Evans, 
John  Bull, 
Daniel  Thomson, 
John  Bowen, 
Davis  Kerlin, 
Daniel  Bowen, 
John  Beanmount, 
Jno.  Kerlin, 
Jno.  Templeton, 
Alex.  Tbmpleton, 


Walter  Shoe, 
Townsend  White, 
Jas.  Wharton, 
Oeo.  Kennedy, 
Wm.  Allen, 
Sam.  Howell,  Jan., 
Joseph  Ogden,  Jon,, 
Jacob  Parke, 
Peter  Evans, 
John  Harry, 
Martin  Whiteman, 
I.  Ghambers,  Gol.  Isi 

P.  Regt., 
O.  NoaHh,  Lt  Gol., 
R.  MTherson,  Lt, 
Wm.  Gampbell,  Lt, 
Rich.  Renshaw, 
Caleb  Ash, 
Ennion  Williams, 
Jos.  Bullock, 
John  Witmer,  Jan., 
Tho.  Saltar, 
John  Smith, 
Sam.  Price, 
Thos.  Pedrick, 
Raper  Hoskins, 
Jno.  Flower, 
Tristram  Smith, 
John  Flower,  Jan., 
Isaac  Eyre, 
Lewis  Trimble, 
Isaac  Davis, 
John  Stephenson, 
John  Galdwell, 
Randal  Malin,  Senor, 
John  Jones, 
Henry  Barker, 
Samuel  Mackeldui^ 
Joseph  Darlinton, 
Isaao  Green, 
James  Gutheiy, 
Jas.  Lodkhart, 
Robert  Davis, 
Levi  Evas, 
Robert  Powell, 
Ghristian  Sook, 
Lewis  Williams, 
Henry  Atberton,  8r., 


Samuel  Jadab, 
Thos.  Pryor, 
Peter  Thomson, 
Davis  Bevan, 
John  Helm,  Lieut, 
Rich.  Gollier,  Lt, 
M.  Glarkson,  Maj., 
Wm.  Stretch,  B.  M., 
Philip  Waffcr, 
Georse  Habadker, 
Sam'T  Garrigues,  Jr., 
Joseph  Pemberton 

Orasier, 
Caleb  North,  L*  Gol., 

0th  P.  R., 
Joseph  North,  Liaei^ 
Peter  Fry, 
John  Fries, 
George  Aston, 
John  Litle, 
Wai.  Craig,  Gapt, 
Sam.  Craig,  Gapt 
Samuel  Evans, 
James  Woods, 
Miles  Maoarty, 
Abraham  Dicks, 
Isaac  Culin, 
H.  H.  Graham, 
Valentine  Weaver, 
Wm.  Siddons, 
John  Culin, 
Isaac  Pennell, 
Isaao  Weaver, 

Joseph  Malin,  TannoTi 
Henry  Hoopes, 
John  Hoopes, 
Richard  Davies, 
Francis  Hoopes, 
John  Jones, 
Jonathan  Jones, 
Richard  Jafries, 
Patrick  Gannon, 
Thomas  Roberts, 
David  Howell, 
Isaao  Jaoobs, 
Thomas  Berry, 
MankinJameS| 
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William  Kerlioi 
John  Malin, 
Bandal  Malin^  Jan.; 
lUch.  RichisoDi 
Joseph  Dilvorth| 
John  AdamS;  - 
David  Cloyd, 
Peter  Mathers^ 
Wm.  Peter, 
Thomas  Mereer^ 
David  LewiS; 
William  Hawleji 
Jacob  Tearsleji 
J.  Templeton,  Jua.^ 
William  Jenkios; 
Elijah  Weed^ 

Dennis  Whelen, 
Tho*  Evans, 
Israel  Whelen, 
Edward  Jones, 
John  Pngh, 
John  Brooke, 
Wm.  Roberts, 
Charles  Reed, 
Jonathan  McVeigh, 
Joseph  Tuago, 
Jos.  Trimble, 
Owen  Thomas^ 
John  Batler, 
Joseph  Lewis, 
Dan.  Griffiths, 
Tho»  Hockley, 
Benj*  Bartholomew, 
Jesse  Maris, 
John  Maris, 
Jesse  Davis, 
Wm.  West, 
Lewis  Davis,  Jan', 
Henrj  Lawrence, 
Edward  Fell, 
Seth  Panooast, 
Wm.  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
James  Dougherty, 
William  Downing, 
George  Haworth, 
Jacob  Smith, 


JncPagb, 
Geo.  Ashbridge, 
John  Smedley, 
Joshua  Smith, 
Josiah  Hibberd, 
John  Woodley, 
Joseph  Moore, 
Frans.  Trumble, 
Isaac  Haines,  Sr., 
Benjamin  Trego, 
Wm.  Sharpless, 
Thomas  Williamson, 
John  Darlington, 
John  Townsend, 
Marmaduke  Wivel, 
James  Jefferis, 
Oeoi^  Leonard, 
Wm.  Richards, 
Richard  Miles, 
Isaac  Webb, 
Griffith  Mendenhall, 
John  Hoopes,  Jr., 
Samuel  Hunt, 
Jonathan  Valentine, 
James  Sheward, 
Robert  Byers, 
R'  Jacobs, 
John  Whelen, 
Branson  Van  Leer, 
Eli  Bentley, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Wm.  Evans, 

Jacob  Prints, 
Jehu  Maris, 
James  Wallace, 
John  Leacock, 
John  Smith, 
Isaac  Lewis, 
E.  Roberts, 
Paul  Jones, 
Silas  Jones, 
James  Worrell, 
John  Mathes, 
William  Tyson, 
David  Gibson, 
S^m.  Potts, 
2* 


Evan  Jones, 
Franses  Townsend, 
Jno.  Kerlin,  Jr., 
Robert  McGoogon, 
Abel  Hamer, 

his 
Tho^  M  McKean,  S', 

mark 
Robert  Stephen, 
Jona  Mifflin,  Jr.j 
Nath*  Moore, 
Samuel  Ramsey, 
Lewb  Morris, 
Morris  Morris, 
John  Morris, 
Arther  Rice, 
John  Goss, 
Michael  Holman, 
Isaac  Whelen, 
Rob^  Ralston, 
John  Ralston, 
Jas.  Ralston, 
Jos.  Jones,  Sr., 
Jno.  Jones, 
Jos.  Jones,  Jur., 
Sam'l  How, 
James  Adams, 
Robert  McMin, 
Aaron  Phipps, 
Robert  Phipps, 
William  Clayton, 
Dan.  Glymer. 

Nathan  Jones, 
Jos.  Sellers, 
Samuel  Levis, 
Wm.  Levis, 
John  Levis, 
John  Roberts, 
Joseph  Shipley, 
John  Hall, 
John  Levis  Sr., 
Jacob  Jones, 
Adam  Rhoade, 
Abel  Moore, 
James  Moore, 
Row*  Evans, 
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John  Smithy 
Rudolph  Henljy 
John  Bough, 
Jacob  Besoui 
Conrad  Stam, 
Everard  McClo66| 
Tho-  Potte, 
J.  Hockley, 
John  Phillip^y 
Wm.  LewiS| 
Jesse  Jones, 
William  Garrett, 
Isaao  Williams, 
Geo.  Hoopes, 
James  Garrett, 
William  Hunter, 
Felix  Lafertj, 
John  Jarman, 
Edward  Hunter, 
Richard  Pawkes, 
Benj.  Hibberd,  Jr., 
Sam'l  Hibberd, 
Amos  .Garrett, 
Enos  Miles, 
Samuel  Harry, 
Nathan  Matlack, 
Samuel  Brooke, 
William  Matlaok, 
James  Moore, 
Benj.  Hibberd, 

Aaron  Hibberd, 
Algernon  Roberts, 
Nehemiah  Evans, 
Joseph  Johnson, 
Joseph  Watson, 

his 
Arohibal  M  Watson, 

mark 
his 
Thomas  M  Campbell, 

mark 
John  Thomas, 
Nathan  Thomas 
Francis  Higgens, 
Mathew  McCrate, 
Robert  Craig, 
Rudolph  Latch, 
David  Jones, 


Martin  Urner, 
Wolary  Switzer, 
Andrew  WoUf, 
James  Schweitzer, 
Freddrick  Rinhard, 
Peter  Rinhard, 
.Wolary  Rinhard, 
David  Rinehard, 

David  Lewis, 
John  Jones, 
Henry  Lewis, 
George  Adams, 
Johp  Mather, 
Levi  Lewis, 
Samuel  Garrett, 
Robert  Cunningham, 
Wm.  Garrett,  Jr., 
John  Jones, 
Joseph  Eareayi 
Isaac  Butler, 
Robert  Evans, 
John  Griffith, 
Josiah  Garrett, 
Jesse  Garrett, 
Ellis  Williams, 
Jacob  Matson, 
Joshua  Ashbridge, 
Tho's  Smedly, 
Isr'l  Jacobs,  Jr., 

Nathan  Suplee, 
Peter  Willong, 
Joseph  Coulton, 
Edw*  Williams, 
Richard  Ewans, 
Robert  Crain, 
Wm.  Bispham, 

his 
Wm.  M  Dewees, 

mark 
Matthias  Sandham, 
John  Day, 

his 
DuvdHSeldrick, 
mark 
his 
William  M  Seldriok, 
mark 


Thos  Ree0, 
Isr^  Jacobs, 
David  Thomas, 
Tho»  Cullen, 
T.  Rutter, 
Jno.  Murray, 
John  Bern, 
Mich.  Gorbitt, 

George  Garrett, 
John  Bradley, 
Reeco  Garrett, 
Peter  Garrett, 
David  Reece, 
Thomas  Read, 
William  Read, 
John  Bvans, 
Daniel  Evans, 
James  McDaniel, 
Samuel  McMin. 
Benj»  Livezy, 
Adam  Sitor, 
John  Thomas, 
David  Phillips, 
Christopher  HoofmaOj 
Samuel  Bittle, 
William  Burn,  Sr., 
William  ^um,  Jr., 
John  Krim, 

Robert  Piatt, 

his 
Gillian  M  Roope, 

mark        ^ 
James  Davis, 
Jonathan  Supplee, 
Jesse  George, 
Anthony  Tunis, 
David  Zell, 
John  Zeli, 
Jacob  Zell, 
Jesse  Thomas, 
Lewis  Thomas, 

his 
John  M  Durnal 

mark, 
Abel  Thomas, 
Edward  George, 
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Isaao  Hay«8| 
Phineas  Roberts^ 

his 
Peter  D.  H  Hansell, 

mark 
David  Hansell, 
Reverdy  Sbeed, 
Jonas  SuppleO) 
Nathan  Road, 
Henry  Pawling, 
John  Moore, 
William  Cleaver^ 
NAt&aa  Stairgisy 
Jno.  Stnrgis, 
Isaao  Hughes, 
Joseph  WalkoTi 
Daiid  Havardy 
John  Hnvaidi 
Benjamin  Jtates, 
Jonathan  Tuoker, 
Senj'tt  Easibnni, 
James  Yanz, 
Jonathan,  Roberto, 


Jdhn  Snpplee, 
Jacob  Riebeyr, 
Frederiek  Hiller, 
John  Davis, 
Jacob  Deale, 
his 
Sebastian  M  Sile, 

mark 
Pftvid  Malin, 
John  Lyle, 
Jas.  Barryn, 
Abel  Thomas, 
Jaoob  Walker, 
Isaao  Walker, 
Sam'l  Richard 
Peter  Holston, 
«  J^n  Jones, 
Joseph  Williams, 

Jno*  Roberts,  U.  M.,  Samoel  Bri^s, 
JohnRees,  Don.  Johnson, 

Israel  Davis,  Jesse  Ellis, 

Jesse  Roberts,  Jacob  Bare, 

Lindsay  Goats,  William  Roberts, 

Joseph  Roberts,  Joseph  Jones,  Capt., 

Pra.  Jones,  George  Savage,  Joseph^Smith, 

John  Bewley, 


Isaac  Ryall,  * 

Amos  George, 

David  George, 

Thomas  George, 

Thomas  Simon, 

Conrad  Hoover, 

James  Jones  Jr., 

Mahlon  Hall, 

James  Worstall, 

Philip  Rees, 

Jno.  Clark,  J',  Major 
&  And**  of  Acc*« 
for  the  Army, 

Gha's  Craikshank, 

Samnel  Johnson, 

Jacob  Charles, 

Philip  Super, 

William  Lloyd, 


Jonathan,  St  orges, 
Jno.  J6nes» 
Israel  Jones,  Capt. 
Jesse  Jones, 
William  Evans,  . 
Jona.  Brooke, 
Abram  Nanna, 
William  Thomas,  D, 
John  Thomas, 
Norris  Thomas, 
Jas.  Hunter,  Jr., 
John  Morgan, 
Joel  Woggolrun, 
David  Jones, 
William  Jennings, 
George  Fetterman, 
Griffith  James, 
Jeeley  Guyger, 
George  Guyger, 
Rich'  Tl^pmas,  En«, 
SamM  Evans, 
Absalom  Priest, 
Hugh  Moore, 


Evan  David, 
Isaao  Davis, 
Evan  James, 
Joseph  Rorloy, 
George  Fimble, 
Henry  Wells, 
William  Ward, 
Samuel  Wells, 
Obe*  Willdey, 
Henry  Shoester, 
Mary  Miller, 
Jonathan  Coates, 
Thomas  Morgan, 
Elizabeth  Crichbom, 
Robert  Elliot, 
John  Robeson,  Jr., 
John  Roberts,  Cap., 
Isaac  Warner, 
Michael  Fimple, 
Samuel  Torbert,  L^, 
Alex  Oliver, 
Joseph  Evens, 


Owen  Roberts, 
Abraham  Walter, 

his 
Edward  X  Roberts, 

mark 
Joseph  Sill, 
Thomas  Wilday, 
Nathaniel  Perkins, 
Jonathan  Robeson, 
Anthony  Levering, 
Joseph  Bond, 
Samuel  Roberts, 
James  Winter, 
Thomas  Robeson, 
Dan.  Burrell, 
Joseph  Grover,  L*, 
John  Grover, 
Henry  Colflesb, 
Isaao  Taylor, 
Llewelyn  Fox  Taylor, 
Jno.  Lewellin, 
Casper  Whiteman, 
John  Whiteman, 
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Elias  Pugb, 
Leonard  Uideleji 
John  Smith, 
Henry  Pugh, 
Thomas  Martin, 
David  Thomasj 
Peter  Evansi 
Philip  Pritner, 
Stophel  White, 


Hagh  Jones,  Sr.,        Tho"  Humphreys, 
W".  Broades,  Com'y,  Phil.  Syng, 


Hugh  Roberts, 
David  Lloyd, 
George  Horn, 
John  Horn, 
Ghrisf  Folkerth, 
Benj.  Sheets, 


Stephen  Guttmann, 
Jaoob  Matson, 
Peter  May, 
Jaoob  Zlinsom, 
Fredrick  Grow, 
Mickamel  Moll, 


Johannes  Graurer,  J',  Rudolph  Sibblee,* 


Memorial  of  Banbeioiariibs  of  John  Bobb&ts,  1778. 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed.  Do,  out  of  Grafcitade 
and  Justice,  Certify  in  behalf  of  John  Roberts,  That  on  the  11th 
day  of  December,  1777,  when  the  Enemies  of  America,  oommaaded 
by  Lord  Gomwallis,  with  an  armed  force,  came  a  plundering  amoagsi 
us,  the  said  John  Roberts  did  use  his  utmost  endeavoors  to  save  us 
from  that  Repaoious  hand.  - 

And  when  any  of  us  were  taken  Prisoners  he  likewise  used  hia 
utmost  entreaty  to  have  us  liberated,  and  to  procure  us  satisfaetioa 
as  far  as  in  his  power  for  such  of  our  property  as  was  iaken  from  us 
by  the  Enemy. 


Edward  George, 
David  George, 
Thomas  Simon, 
Jonas  Supplee, 
Jonathan  Supplee, 
H.  Smith,  a  prisoner, 
Richard  Ewan, 
Thebe  Smith,  a  pris. 
John  Nevin, 
James  Worstall, 
Wm.  Young,  a  pris'r, 
Wm.  Leech,  a  pris'r, 
J.  Hoffman,  a  pris'r, 
Wm.  Young,  junior, 
Nathan  Jones, 
Rees  Price, 
Jesse  George, 
Jacob  Mattes, 
Amos  George, 
Adam  Rhoads,  a  pris. 
James  Moore, 
Abel  Moore, 


Heinrich  6&r, 
John  Roberts, 
Jno.  Dumell, 
Lewis  Thomas, 
Jesse  Thomas, 
Abel  Thomas, 
John  Righter, 
Isaac  Lewis, 
Rudolph  Latch, 
Jacob  Jones, 
Anthony  Levering, 
Paul  Jones, 
Silas  Jones, 
Wm.  Hadelman, 
Mary  Heston,  wife  of 
Capt.  Heston, 

Mary  Miller, 
Israel  Jones,  Capt, 
Thomas  Torbert, 
Hugh  Knoz, 
John  Loudin, 


John  Jones, 
Jonathan  Brooke, 
Abram  Nanna, 
James  Parker, 
Jonathan  Sturgis, 
Peter  Evans, 
David  Thomas, 
Lenord  Hidlay, 
Hm.  Rin, 

Elizabeth  Crichbom, 
Alexd'r  Oliver, 
John  Smith, 
Griffith  James, 
Letey  Diddle, 
Samuel  Johnson, 
Jas.  Pyott,  a  prisoner, 
John  Kirk, 
Thos.  Gachen,  pris'r, 
Daniel  Handy, 
Edward  Richards, 
William  Downing, 
Isack  Davis, 


*  The  foregoing  names  are  distributed  among  12  separate  petitions  all 
similar  to  the  one  now  printed.    One  or  two  namos  cut  out. 
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Abel  Lodge^ 
Franois  Higgins^ 
John  Thomas, 
Conrad  Uoover, 
Isaac  HajeSy 
Thos.  Thomson^ 
Mahlon  Hall, 
Margery  Warner, 
Johui  Gorelf,  a  pris.| 
ThoB.  George, 

his 
Sebastian  X  Ale, 

mark 
Jna  Price, 
JohnZall, 
his 
Walter  M  Waller, 

mark 
Philip  Sjng, 
John  Roberts,  coop'r, 
Bagh  Roberts, 
Nathaniel  Perkings, 
Dan'l  Burnll, 
Hugh  Griffith,  junr., 
Joseph  Sill, 
Thomas  WUdaj, 
Isaac  Taylor, 
£dw'd  Williams, 
Jonathan  Robeson, 


Jacob  Hamphreys, 
Abigail  Lloyd. 
Jacob  Charles, 
Michal  Bowors, 
Ambars  Emery, 
Jesse  Jones, 
Johanoas  Graaer, 
Thomas  Morgan, 
Thomas  Batler, 
Fras.  Jones, 
Catherine  Jolly, 
Peter  Matson, 
Absalom  Pri^ 
Jonas  Yocom, 
Peter  Trexler, 
Gkisper  Whitman, 
Michael  Cline, 
Obeh.  Willdey, 
Windle  Kingfield, 
John  Robeson, 
Henry  Shoester, 
Bartel  Righter, 
Fred'k  Heeler, 
Ste&n  Giiffman, 
Martin  Miller, 
Jacob  Matson, 
PeterJUay, 
James  Underwood, 
Thomas  Robeson, 


Samnel  Briggs, 
Jas.  QaiD,  prisoner, 
Abraham  Hughes, 
Nichos.  Perkin, 
Joseph  Powel, 
William  Lawrence, 
Daniel  Lawrence, 
Abraham  Liddon, 
Isaac  Bartram, 
Joseph  Sheldon, 
Fred'k  BitUe,  a  pris., 
Jacob  Knool, 
John  Stilwagan,  jr., 
David  Shannon, 
Thomas  Ellis, 
Philip  Super. 


James  Winter, 
Richard  Bicking, 
William  Broades, 
Abraham  Walters, 
Isaac  Warner, 
Owen  Roberts, 
Adam  Waybill, 
Joseph  Roberts, 
Isaac  Oomly, 
Marsena  AUoway, 


On  November  the  17th,  1777, 1  beiug  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Enemy,  into  Philadelphia  New  Jeal,  I  aplyd  to  John  Roberts  to 
<}et  my  liberty  within  the  Lines,  which  he  interceded  and  went  Bail 
for  me,  and  I  was  set  at  Liberty,  when  in  the  Greatest  Extremety  of 

1  am  Informd  he  was  vei^  Kind  and  Charatible  to  the  prisoners, 
in  General. 


RICHARD  SHELDON, 

A  Prisoner. 
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Petition  of  Wm.  Young,  &o.,  in  favoe  op  John  Bobskts, 

1778. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pensjlvania. 

The  Petition  of  William  Young,  Jacob  Hoffman,  William  Leecb, 
John  Leecli  k  Martin  Walter,  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  ef 
Blockley,  in  the  county  of  Philad*, 

Moat  Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  they  have  been  Informed,  John  Roberts,  late  of  Merion,  ia 
Bald  oountyi  Miller,  now  under  Sentence  of  Death  for  Hi^  Trear 
8on,  most  Humbly  Pray  and  beseech  the  Honourable  Supreme 
Council  to  Grant  a  Reprieve  for  thc^  said  John  Roberts,  till  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  this  State,  then  and  there  to 
communicate  this  their  H«mbly  Petition  for  consideration  to  that 
Honourable  House. 

March  17, 1778,  one  a  Clock  at  Night,  a  party  of  about  500 
Horse  &  foot  of  the  enemy  came  from  Town,  up  Harfort  Road,  sur- 
rounded the  House,  and  about  a  Hundred  officers  and  soldiers  went 
in,  searched  the  whole  house  for  arms  &  Rebels,  as  they  say,  took 
Jacob  Hoffman,  Son  in  Law,  William  and  John  Leech,  Grand  sons 
to  William  Young,  Prisoner,  almost  naked  out  of  their  Beds,  in  a 
very  Cold  night,  obliged  them  to  march  18  miles  in  a  rtrj  Icy 
Rough^Road,  bearfooted,  by  which  they,  &in  Particular  John  Leech, 
a  Lad  of  about  18  years  of  age,  have  so  Ruined  their  feet  that  they 
had  seen  like  a  piece  of  Butchers  meat  and  the  Blood  standing  in 
every  step  on  the  ground  they  walked,  and  so  were  put  in  the  New 
Qoal,  on  account  that  they  had  been  out  with  the  Militia. 

Ten  days  after  a  Company  of  ^e  most  Hellish  Refugees,  called 
themselves  Galloways  Volunteers,  came  from  Town,  Took  William 
Young,  a  man  most  70  years  of  age.  Prisoner,  Took  all  the  Horses, 
Cattek,  Swines,  fowels,  and  left  not  a  living  creature^  the  place 
except  Dogs  &  Cats ;  Robbed  and  Plundered  the  H(mse  of  money, 
provision,  Cloathing,  valuable  Books,  and  every  thing  ^hey  could 
find  and  bring  off,  so  that  not  for  1500£  can  be  bought  again  what 
these  Bobbers  have  Robbed  him  and  his  family,  and  Galloway  said 
that  he  had  certain  information  that  Wm.  Young  was  one  of  the 
most  active  Rebels  in  America,  a  very  Dangerous  person,  who  con- 
stantly did  Inspire  &  encourage  the  People  to  00  pn  in  their  Rebel- 
lion, &c.,  and  so  did  sent  him  to  the  old  Goal,  out  after  three  weeks, 
by  the  Intercession  of  Wm.  Hamilton  was  ^Released  out  of  Gaol, 
and  on  his  parole  permitted  to  go  about  in  Town,  but  not  over  the 
Line,  and  so  was  he  a  Prisoner  in  Town  three  months.  Jacob  Hoff- 
man, William  and  John  Leech,  after  they  had  been  most  Two 
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months  in  Goal,  and  very  siok,  so  that  some  of  them  did  not  know 
any  thing  any  more  of  themselves,  but  as  soon  as  John  Roberts  was 
Informed  thereof  he  gave  himself  great  Troables,  did  do  all  he  oonld 
do  for  them  and  got  them  Released  out  of  Goal,  and  after  they  had 
come  Home  were  there  still  a  long  while  extremely  sick,  and  so  had 
he  saved  their  lives,  or  at  least  some  of  them  by  all  appearance, 
voald  certainly  have  Dieih  in  Gpal. 

Martin  Walter,  a  po<Hr  Tenant,  having  a  Wife  &  Ton  ohiMren, 
was  Plundered  and  Taken  Prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  by  the  In* 
tercession  of  Jo.  Roberts  was  also  Released  out  of  Goal ;  and  the 
said  Walter,  as  well  as  all  the  Rest  of  yoox  Petitioners,  were  iotirely 
Strangen  to  John  tloberts,  never  have  seen  him  before,  but  not  tin- 
kflown  to  hira  by  Information ;  that  yonr  Petitioners  were  all  of 
them  Real  Whigs  and  True  friends  to  their  country,  &  to  their 
Bearly  Independent  Liberty,  yet  he  most  Impu-tial  did  do  goods 
Ibrthem. 

Ae  then  the  said  Jo.  Roberts  has  don  so  much  goods  to  many 
Prisoners,  has  thereby  even  saved  the  life  of  several ;  your  Petition* 
era  ean  also  prove,  if  Required,  that  he  has  strongly  protested 
against  these  wicked  Refugees  &  their  wicked  actions,  and  therefore 
was  at  last  not  maoh  any  more  esteemed  as  a  friend  to  the  king  & 
kings  Government,  Neither  at  Head  Quarter  nor  by  Galloway. 

What  a  pleasure  must  it  be  to  every  Reasonable  man  to  Read 
that  Resolve  of  our  Honourable  Congress,  in  Recommending  to  the 
United  States  that  we  wanted  Inhabitants  in  our  country,  &  not  to 
destroy  them ;  that  the  charaoteristick  of  the  True  Americans  shall 
be  Humanity,  mercy,  charity  &  forgiveness,  and  what  once  Wm. 
Pitt  said  in  Parliament  in  favour  of  America,  may  perhaps  now  be 
suitable  for  John  Roberts,  viz.;  be  to  his  fault  a  Little  Blind  &  to 
Ids  virtue  very  kind^ 

Therefore,  your  Petitioners,  out  of  gratitude  Recommended  the 
said  John  Roberts  to  the  Humanity,  mercy,  charity  ft  forgiveness  of 
the  Honourable  Supreme  Council  and  to  the  Honourable  House  of 
Assembly,  as  a  man  who  has  Realy  done  much  goods  to  many  Priso- 
ner,  so  that  some  even  did  believe  that  it  was  so  ordered  by  Provi- 
dence that  he  must  be  in  Town ;  as  a  man  who  has  abhorred  the 
actions  of  these  wicked  Refugees ;  as  a  man  who  was  always  pos- 
sessed of  a  charitable  Heart;  as  a  man  who  was  always  a  real  friend 
to  the  poor,  &  as  a  man  who  was  Herebefore  always  a  very  good  ft 
useful  member  for  the  community )  and  your  Petitioners  shall  as  in 
Duty  Bound  ever  Pray,  ftc. 
William  Toung,  John  Leech, 

Jacob  Hoffman,  Martin  Walter. 

William  Leech. 

Blockley,  October  21, 1778. 
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The  Pktition  op  John  GBOEaB,  &o.,  1778. 

To  the  Honoarable  the  Sapream  Ezeoutive  Council  of  the  Gonncil 
of  PeiiBjlvania. 

The  Petition  of  John  George,  and  his  son  John  Oeorge,  Henry 
8mith,  and  his  wife  Phebe  Smith,  Inhabitants  of  the  Township 
of  Blockley,  in  the  Oonntj  of  Philadelphia; 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  they  have  been  Informed  John  Roberts,  late  of  Merioni  in 
said  County,  Miller,  hath  been  lately  tryed  and  Convicted;  and  now 
under  Sentence  of  Death  for  High  Treason. 

Your  Petitioners,  in  all  Humility,  beg  leave  to  Inform  yon,  That 
on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  January  last,  we,  John  George  &  SoUi 
John  &  Henry  Smith,  were  taken  out  of  our  houses  early  in  the 
morning  by  a  Party  of  the  Enemies  Light  horse,  and  Conveyed  to 
the  Common  Jail  in  Philadelphia,  axKl  being  taken  from  our  Fami- 
lies in  so  Sudden  a  manner,  we  had  no  time  to  take  any  Necessaries 
with  us,  and  in  all  Probability  should  suffered  the  Extremity  of 
Hunger  &  Cold  in  that  Inclement  Season  to  the  Endangering  our 
lives,  had  not  the  said  John  Roberts  heard  of  and  administered  such 
Releife  to  us  as  was  in  his  Power,  and  not  only  so,  but  used  his  at* 
most  Endeavours  by  speaking  to  the  Persons  then  in  Power  for  our 
Release,  which,  after  a  few  days  Imprisonment,  was  granted  to  his 
Solicitation,  and  we  Returned  home  to  the  great  Joy  of  our  helpless 
and  Distressed  Families. 

That  your  Petitioner,  Phebe  Smith,  sometime  before  having  been 
[in  her  Husbands  absence  in  our  Army  as  a  Militia  man,]  to  Philad^ 
to  seek  some  Necessaries  for  her  small  helpless  Children,  was  stopped 
on  her  return  and  Committed  to  Prison,  thereby  Rendering  her 
Children  objects  of  Pity,  but  thro  the  Humane  and  Charitable  En- 
deavours of  said  John  Roberts  was  soon  Released. 

In  Gratitude  for  the  kindness  Receiv'd  &  Humanity  shewn  to  us 
by  the  said  John  Roberts,  we  humbly  beg  your  Honours  will  take 
his  Distressed  case  under  Consideration,  and  suspend  the  Execution 
of  the  Direful  Sentence  untill  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislative  Body 
of  this  State,  and  most  humbly  Entreat  your  Honours  to  Recom- 
mend the  unhappy  Prisoner  to  them  as  an  object  worthy  of  a  full 
and  free  Pardon,  and  that  he  may  be  Restored  to  his  Sorrowful  wits, 
children  and  relatives,  as  he  was  Instrumental  in  procuring  us  that 
happiness,  no  way  Doubting  his  Future  attachment  to  this  State. 

And  your  Petetioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray,  &o« 
John  George,  his 

Phebe  Smith,  John  X  George,  junr., 

Henry  Smith;  mark 
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And  your  Petitioner^  Jolin  Oeorge,  humbly  begs  leave  further  to 
acquaint  your  Honours^  that  kst  Spring  he  had  a  Valuable  mare 
taken  from  him  by  the  Snemy  to  his  great  loss  and  Damage,  and  had 
no  prospoet  of  Redress  ontill  applying  to  the  said  John  Roberts — 
he  used  his  utokost  Endeayoiini  for  the  ResMtution  of  the  said  mare 
and  at  length  it  was  granted  to  his  solieiftation;  and  the  mare  Re^ 
turned  to  me  again. 

her 
Catherine  X  Gkorge,  J-ohn  George, 

mark. 


Deposition  of  Sam'l  Wallis  in  favor  of  J.  Robbrts,  1778. 

City  of  Philadelphia,  tt* 

On  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1778, 
before  me  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  assigned  to 
keep  the  peaoe  for  the  said  City,  personally  appeared  Samuel  Wallis, 
oi  the  County  of  Northumberland,  Gent,  who  being  one  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  on  his  solraui  affirmation  declareth  and  saith, 
That  sometime  in  April  last,  while  the  Enemy  were  in  possession 
of  the  said  City,  he,  this  affirmant,  happened  to  oyerhear  a  conversa- 
tion pasebetween  Joseph  Galloway,  kte  of  this  City,  Esquire,  and 
Colonel  Balfour  of  the  British  Army,  and  then  one  of  the  Aid  de 
Oimips  of  (General  Howe;  from  which  thia  affirmant  understood  that 
laidiigenoe  had  been  leceived  of  a  party  of  American  Troops  being 
flomewhere  over  the  Schuylldll,  and  that  it  was  intended  to  send  a 
parfy  of  British  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  that  he,  Balfour,  was 
deairous  of  b^og  informed  of  some  person  who  being  acquainted 
irith  that  part  of  the  Country,  might  assist  the  party  going  out  as  a 
Guide  (»  Conductor ;  Whereupon  the  said  Galloway  mentioned  John 
Roberts,  as  a  proper  person;  on  which  BalA>ur  shrugged  up  his 
shoulders  and  sai<^  he  believed  John  Roberts  was  a  good  kind  of 
man,  but  that  he  Balfour,  thought  he  wsa  not  to  be  depended  on ; 
That  from  the  i^ords  of  Balfour,  his  manner  of  speaking  then  &  the 
eubjeot  they  were  delivered,  to  this  affirmant  it  appeared  very  clearly 
that  John  Roberts  was  a  person  in  whom  the  Enemy  had  no  oonfi« 
dmee;  and  further  saith  not. 

SAM'L  WALLIS. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal,  the  third  day  of  Novem',  1778. 

[L.  fi.]  PLUN'T  FLEESON. 
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[L.  8.]  Philadelphia  County  as. 

I  do  certify  that  Joha  Roberts  (Miller)  bath  taken  k  sabsoribed 
the  Affirmation  of  Allegianoei  &6.,  preioribad  by  Law  of  the  Com* 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

And  the  said  John  Roberts,  availing  himself  of  ihe  proolamation 
published  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  of  the  Com- 
monwealth aforesaid,  for  the  benefit  of  prescribed  persons  therein 
named,  dated  8^  May,  1778 ;  Hath  this  day  rendered  himself  to 
me,  Zebulon  Potts,  Esq',  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
Commonwealth  aforesaid,  and  given  sufficient  security  according  to 
Law,  to  be  and  appear  at  the  first  Cour6  to  be  held  for  said  County 
to  answer  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  be  then  and  there 
objected  asainst  him. 

And  I  do  command  all  Sheri&,  Constables,  &c.,  not  to  detain  nor 
keep  in  Custody  the  said  John  Roberts,  on  aliy  Account,  Cause, 
Action  or  thing,  relative  to  Che  above  mentioned  proscription,  given 
under  my  hand  &  seal  of  Office^  this  19^^  day  of  June,  1778. 

ZEBULON  POTTS,  Esqr. 


Copy, 
To  all  whom  it  may  Coneem-— 

These  are  to  certify  that  on  the  17^  Febnwry,  1778,  (as  appeuv 
by  the  Books  of  Provisions  delivered  the.  prisoners,)  JcAn  Roberts 
oame  to  me  with  John  N.  Egolf,  an  American  prisoner,  for  provi- 
siotts,  that  they  then  told  me  the  said  John  Roberts  had  got  him  oat 
of  Jail,  by  becoming  security  for  his  con  tinning  in  the  City.  Some- 
time in  March,  the  said  Egolf  made  his  escape  oot  of  the  Lines,  and 
Roberts  was  called  on  by  Joshoa  Loring,  Commissary  of  prisoners 
under  6en^  Howe,  for  the  payment  of  his  obligation,  wluoh  was  for 
One  hundred  pounds  Sterling,  or  to  deliver  the  said  Bgolf;  Roberts 
calling  on  me  as  agent  for  prisoners ;  I  went  to  said  Loring  and 
requested  he  would  wait  until  I  could  write  to  Col.  Bondinot,  who 
I  expected  would  return  Egolf;  Roberts  was  engaged  to  stay  as  a 
prisoner  within  the  Lines  until  the  matter  was  settled ;  but  Col. 
Boudinot  not  being  at  Camp,  it  lay  over  for  some  time,  &  I  believe 
their  hurry  for  several  weeks  before  they  left  this  place,  was  the 
onlv  reason  they  did  not  call  upon  him  again. 

That  John  Roberts  was  frequently  with  me  in  the  Winter  and 
Spring,  showed  great  kindness  towards  the  prisoners  &  often  wished 
it  was  in  his  power  to  release  them. 

Philadelphia,  27"»  October,  1778. 

THO'S  FRANKLIN. 
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JosN  Carmichael  to  Pbssipsnt  BbtaV;  1778. 


May  it  please  your  Exoelleney, 

Application  was  made  to  me  yesterday,  the  22d  of  this  Instant^ 
October,  to  sign  a  pebitioQ  to  your  EzceUency  |ind  the  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Honourable,  the  Execative  Council,  in  behalf  of  a  certain 
John  Roberts,  under  Sentence  of  death  for  high  Treason,  that  the 
Honourable,  the  executive  Council,  would  be  pleased  to  suspend  the 
execution  of  said  Sentence  till  the  meeting  of  the  New  Assemblyj 
&o.  But  a«  I  am  not  any  at  all  acquainted  with  the  nnhappy  Prisoner 
I  could  not,  in  justice  to  truth  and  my  own  character,  si^n  the  peti- 
tion, not  being  positive,  to  my  own  oertain  knowledge,  of  those  thines 
urged  in  said  petition  in  favor  of  John  Roberts.  I  am  every  ready 
to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  to  any  object  in  distress  oonsistant  with 
a  good  Conscience.  I  do  therefore  venture  to  say  to  your  Excellency, 
and  the  honourable  Council,  that  if  yon  can  see  it  to  be  oonsistant 
with  the  safety  of  the  State  and  the  unalienable  Rights  of  just  & 
good  Government  to  grant  the  prayer  of  said  petition  in  that  par- 
ticular, I  believe  it  may  answer  valuable  Ends. 

Mercy,  we  are  sure,  is  before  Sacrifice.  Mercy  is  the  most  amiable 
attribute  and  the  most  endearing,  that  can  be  dispiaid  to  the  guilty, 
and  nndeserving  of  which  all  the  inhabitants  of^^tmr  foUen  world  of 
mankind  stand  in  need;  but  it  losses  its  amiableness^  it  ceases  to  be 
mercy  if  dispiaid  at  the  expense  of  Justice. 

If  in  this  manner  you  can  exercise  it  in  the  present  case.  I  cannot 
but  believe  it  may  answer  this  further  good  end  as  an  happy  ingre- 
dient to  sweeten  the  minds  of  those  of  the  prisoner's  eennections, 
Belatives  and  Friends  who  may  have  been  h^ etofore  sour  and  dis- 
affected to  onr  free,  and  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  happy,  New 
Government. 

Some  of  the  Relations  of  the  prisoner  I  am  acquainted  with,  his 
brothers  in  Law,  Richard,  John  &  Joseph  Downing,  of  this  Town- 
ship, &  I  hereby  assure  your  Excellency  they  bear  a  good  character, 
for  honest,  sober,  industrious,  peaceable,  inoffensive  people,  who 
have  not  (that  I  have  heard)  taken  any  active  part  on  either  side 
since  the  war  began,  but  have  kept  themselves  quiet,,  agreeable  to 
their  quaker  principles.  It  would  have  been  happy  for  Roberts,  and 
many  like  him,  to  have  done  the  same  as  well  as  to  this  State,  whose 
officers  are  pained  to  be  put  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  inflicting 
its  penalties  on  the  disobedient  and  disaffected.  Bat,  Sir,  I  beg 
pardon  for  the  freedom  I  use  in  this  Letter ;  it  but  ill  becomes  me 
to  dictate  to  the  first  officers  in  the  State.     May  Q^  dkeot  you  in 
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every  stage  to  sach  measures  as  may  terminate  to  the  divine  glory 
and  the  good  of  mankind^  &  believe  me  to  be 
Your  Ezoellency's  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  CARMICHAKL. 
East  Cain,  Chester  County,  October  23d;  1778. 
Dtrectedj 

To  His  Ezeellency,  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Yice  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  Philadelphia. 


KOTBS  OF  0.  J.  MoEbAN  in  CASB  of  Ab'M  CARLISLBy  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Septem'  25**  1778. 

Bepublioa         "S 

vs.  y  Indictm^  for  Treason, 

Abraham  Carlii^,  ) 

Jurors. — John  Palmer,  John  Lynn,  Isaac  Powell,  Cadwallader 
Dickinson,  Philip  Elomberg,  Thomas  Shields,.  Jacob  Utrie,  David 
Bees,  Thomas  G-oncher,  Thomas  Palmer,  John  Drinker,  and 
Matthew  Jackson, 

Mr.  Attorney  General-^ 

8  Charges,  1.  Taking  a  commission,  2.  Levying  war,  8.  Aiding  & 
assisting  the  Enemies  of  this  State. 

George  Bruner — 

Mr.  Rosa  objects,— No  overt  act  laid  of  levying  War,  Foster  194, 
an  overt  act  must  be  laid  &  proved  in  oorapassinff  th'e  King's  death, 
in  levying  war  &  also  in  adhering  to  the  Kin^s  enemies.  Foster 
244-5-6,  to  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  Lewis  ^  Prisoner — 

I  insist  upon  same  thing. 
Mr.  Ja*  Wilson— 

The  charge  ought  to  be  certain, — ^Foster  246 ;  Vaughan's  Case — 
1"  in  civil  cases,— 1  Strange,  480  -,  2  Strange,  1200 ;  2  Wilson, 
146-9 ;  Law  of  Nisi  Prius,  192-3.  2^  In  Treason— 1  Hale,  121. 
If  an  overt  act  is  laid,  and  another  overt  act  of  the  ffame  species  of 
treason  is  proved,  it  is  sufficient ;  Hale  himself  contra,  the  overt  act 
kid  ought  to  be  proved  which  is  laid. 

Mr.  Attorney  fieneial-^ 

An  overt  act  is  laid  in  the  bdictment — answers  Foster,  194 ;  the 
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whole  evidoDee  need  not  be  set  out  if  diyers  overt  acts  are  laid,  &  one 
in  pfOTed  it  ia  anffioient; — if  reaaonable  oertaintj  in  Indiotmant  thia  ia 
anfficient ;  anawera  Foater,  244-5--6.  Alao  the  jother  eaaes,  all  only 
aay  there  ought  to  he  anfficient  certainty. 

The  charge  ia  laid  with  anfficient  certainty,  Foater  216,  219, 
196-8,  217-18.  Precedent  of  an  Indietm*  for  levying  war,  Foster, 
(  &  6 ;  Foater,  9 ;  one  of  the  overt  aota  laid  ia,  asaemhling  dh  march- 
ing in  a  warlike  manner,  &o.,  Foater  22,  he  waa  mih  the  rebeU  at 
Aberdeen  df  several  other  places^  &  waa  appointed  collector  of  the 
Exciile,  &  actoally  collected  money,  246. 

Mr.  Keed, 

Charge^  holding  a  commiaaion,  overt  act,  watching  over  &  guarding 
a  gate  of  the  city,  &o. ;  other  ov^t  acta  not  laid,  aaoh  aa  aeiaiog  gooda, 
impreasing  people,  &a,  are  certainly  overt  acta  proving  hia  holding 
a  commiaaion. 

Mr.  Roaa,  replica, 

No  overt  act  laid* 
Mr.  Wilaon,  do. 
George  Brtfner, 

No.  1.  He  knowa  the  Priaoner  at  the  bar.  Captain  Shafer'a  wife 
applied  to  him  that  he  might  remove  her  gooda  if  he  pleaaed,  he  did 
not  ehooae  to  do  it  without  a  Pasa  for  hia  aafety ;  a  pasa  waa  pro- 
cured from  Head  Quartera  in  town ;  he  came  to  her  with  2  horaea  in 
a  cart ;  he  stopped  at  the  office  where  Pria'  was,  and  asked  him  if 
paaa  waa  good,  Pris'  replied  why  not,  but  to  stop  aa  he  came  back ;  he 
took  CaptF  Shaffer'a  gooda  from  town  &  when  he  got  back  to  the 
offee  where  P.  waa,  a  Serjeant  atopped  him,  he  asked  Serjeant  if  he 
might  not  paaa,  the  Serjeant  aaid  no,  not  withoui  P.  ^MrMtMtcm,  he 
a^ed  P*  if  he  might  pa»f  P.  oiked  him  toho  he  tww,  he  toki  P.  he 
vraa  George  Bmner,  who  had  been  there  in  the  momiag;  be  went 
oat;  Serjeant  asked  him  if  he  had  any  ^hibited  gooda,  he  told  him 
he  had  aome  aalt  whieh  one  of  the  neighbeura  had  put  in  the  oart, 
Serjeant  aaid  it  muat  not  go  wiiha»U  the  cameni  of  P.,  dk  took  it  i 
tikowed  it  to  P.,  who  aaid  no  by  no  means  it  would  be  a  prize  to  the 
Rebels  ;  then  P.  ordered  the  bed  to  be  aearched,  where  there  waa 
aome  pewtet ;  Serj*  demanded  keya  of  the  cheata,  he  told  him  he  had 
them  not,  then  P.  ft  Serj*  oonoluded  how  to  open  them,  P.  aaid  he 
bad  a  ehiael  A  tnalfet  in  the  office,  Serj<  got  them  k  broke  open  one 
of  the  cheata,  whieh  contained  sugar,  ec^ee,  tea  dh  salt,  2  powder  home 
dt  m  shot  bag,  ab't2  hods  of  powder ^  the  other  chest  was /uH  of  house 
carpenters  tools  ;  diien  P.  <»dered  everything  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
ean  ft  to  be  carried  into  the  office,  ao  that  they  might  take  an 
iBTCBtory  of  them ;  aa  aoon  aa  that  waa  done  P.  called  him  a  rebel- 
litms  rascal,  yau^U  be  hanged  said  he,  but  since  it  is  a  rebel  affair 
the  Devil  rdieoeyou;  Serj*  them  aaked  P.,  what  must  we  do  with 
him,  P«  aaid  get  a  gtiai^  ft  aand  him  to  head  quarters )  when  guard 
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came  Serj^  ask'  P.  if  i^  was  useful  to  send  all  the  goods  to  h^qt*,  P. 
replied  jes,  the  prize  will  be  the  greater  $  he  was  carried  to  H'  Qi*^ 
thence  to  Galloway's  office  &  from  thence  to  the  provost  to  the  old 
goal  On  Sunday  the  3'  day  after  P,  &  Sorj*  came  to  the  old  goal 
&  took  an  inventory  of  the  goods ;  he  asked  P.  if  he  would  buy  a 
bed  for  hiiBi  one  of  the  s*  beda  naeaning,  for  it  was  cold  &  he  had  no 
bed  clothes ;  P.  told  him^  give  him  money  &  he  w* ;  next  day  he 
helped  to  take  the  goods  down  stairs  of  the  goal,  where  they  were 
sold  at  the  goal  corners.  The  day  aftei  the  Sale,  William  Welk 
bailed  him  out  of  goal. 

About  2  weeks  after  he  came  to  town,  at  the  gate  P.  &  Serj^  were 
still,  also  one  John  Knight,  who  sent  him  back  to  the  goiil  to  get  a 
bill  of  costs.  P.,  as  he  e'ame  ont  of  town  said,  be  had  heard  General 
Washington  had  offered  600  d*  for  taking  P.,  but  P,  said  he  tDould 
advertize  50  round  do.  for  Oen'l  W,  te'ch  would  take  him  sooner. 

Jurors, 

He  never  saw  his  cart  or  horses  since ;  this  was  after  Christmas  in 
the  W.     There  was  a  bushel  &  3  pecks  of  salt  in  all. 

Peter  Cooper, 

2.  Knows  P.  Early  last  spring  P.  asked  for  a  pass  to  go  out  the 
lines  for  flour,  he  gave  him  one;  he  delivered  it  to  the  British 
Fickety  who  let  him  pass,  and  he  brought  in  the  flour;  he  got  the 
pass  at  the  offioe,  Weaver's  house ;  eve^j  body  might  come  but  no 
body  go  oat  without  a  pass.  He  did  not  hear  P.  give  any  direction 
to  the  guard. 

Margaret  Sweeble, 

B.  She  knows  P.,  saw  htm  in  Front  street;  R  searohed  h&r  when 
she  toentoiml  to  get^^Jhur^  asked  her  if  she  had  amy  salt  for  the  rebdsy 
she  said  do^  she  said  he  had  nopassee  for  he  had  given  800  that  day, 
but  he  went  with  her  to  the  guard,  and  desired  them  to  let  her  pass, 
aad  they  did  so.  At  two  other  times  he  gave  her  written  passes.  P. 
let  every  body  go  out  for  flour  |  she  paid  nothing  fbr  passes.  P. 
seaeehad  her  .pockets  &  a  bag  she  cairied  under  her  itf  m. 

Mary  Honey^ 

4.  P.  and  a  company  came  to  her  house  last  spring,  &  took  her 
salt  &  two  guns  from  her,  they  put  a  mark  upon  them,  there  were 
no»  soldiers  with  them*  John  Clark  pat  her  husband  in  goal ;  ske 
l^id  a  couple  barrels  of  salt;  P.  waa  there  i^teomeo^hiv  tioieB; 
nothing  was  taken  away,  for  her  husband  easMi  oat  ol  gaol  in  two 
days  after ;  John  Clark  took  the  guns  away.;  aha  thinks  P.  was  there 
every  time,  but  not  certain;  diey  called  thetti  nathiof  than  Rehels. 
John  Clark  came  there  to  distrain  for  mat;  she  lived,  in  Giaik's 
house ;  owed  him  a  quarter  &  an  half  s  rent  5  John  Clark  said  nothiDg 
ab*  the  rent,  he  gave  her  sev^  or  ten  days  toano^  out  of  the  house. 
As  soon  aa  her  hoelmnd  43ama  oat  of  goal  he  p'  Clfuk  the.  reat 
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Hn.  BfaoAj  Sheafer, 

5.  After  her  goods  were  seized^  «he,  two  days  aftm*!  called  upon 
P.  to  know  why  they  were  seized,  P.  told  her  to  go  about  her  bust* 
Bess,  she  was  JHggling»  and  if  she.  did  not  begone  he  would  send 
her  to  goal  after  them ;  this  was  at  P.  office,  near  the  lines,  he  was 
there  alone;  P.  had  before  given  her  liberty  to  take  out  her 
moveables  and  a  chest  of  tools.  P.  went  with  her  and  a  great  many 
DtherS;  (ab*  15)  to  the  Picket^  who  let  them  pass. 

Daniel  Hoffman, 

6.  W^hen  English  were  here  he  came  from  Kensington^  &  in  front 
street  P.  called  after  him,  and  asked  him  where  be  came  from ;  he  told 
Lim.  P.  said  I  thought  you  had  been  with  the  Rebels  but  he  lived  in 
Arch  street ;  P.  would  not  believe  him ;  and  seeing  a  number  of 
officers,  he  called  them  and  s^id,  that  man  should  not  be  allowed  to 
walk  about  here,  for  he  is  on^  of  the  biggest  Rebels  in  Philad*^  j  P. 
asked  him|  where  are  your  regimental  coats  now,  he  answ"*  he  had 
wore  them  out;  P.  told  the  officer^  that  is  the  man  that  damned  the 
King,  he  denied  it ;  Officers  ordered  P.  to  take  him  to  the  Provost, 
for  that  he  must  be  hung ;  P.  went  with  him  towards  the  Provost, 
walked  a  little  behind  him,  but  near  the  barracks  he  gave  him  the 
slip,  &  went  into  a  house,  he  then  went  home.  About  three 
weeks  before  the  English  went  away,  P.  Caught  him  standing  in 
his  porch,  and  seizing  him  by  the  breast  said,  ^ou  rehd  Bon  of  a 
bUck  I  have  got  you  a^th,  you  knaw  1  teas  ordered  to  bring  you  in 
^toai^  and  you  $KaU  go  tn  goal  now,  A  Hessian  minister  lodged  iu 
bis  house  and  he  sent  his  servant  down  stairs,  and  swore  at  Carlisle 
ia  Hessian  to  let  him  go,  ^nd  P.  aocordiiigly  let  him  ^.  He  was 
oat  of  town  the  greatest  part  of  the  Winter. 

Mary  Sfteider, 

7.  She  oame  to  town  to  see  her  davghter,  and  brought  cabbage  k 
batter  for  her,  and  brought  her  maid  wShher  to  take  her  horse  baekf 
she  sent  a  pair  of  shoes,  S  quarts  of  salt  with  the  maid,  but  horse  & 
all  were  taken  from  her ;  she  hearing  of  it  came  out  to  the  office, 
and  a  soldier  asked  her  if  she  was  sick ;  Prisoner  said  give  the  Rehd" 
BtUh  tome  Phytic  to  eure  the  vapourt,  P.  gSrve  her  her  horse  n^Kt 
day,  &  told  her  he  bad  fed  him,  kt, 

Peter  IStonemitz, 

8.  P.  told  him,  ifhen  English  were  here^  that  he  wan  a  sna^  rebel, 
that  P.  could  kUl  an  hundred  rebels  and  pity  noL     P.  gave  Passes* : 

P.  had  neither  gtia  nor  sword. 
John  Huston, 

Mr.  Boss,— 1  Etawkins,  8&. 
Attoraey  Qeneral^ 

Foster,  200. 
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WitneBB  over-ruled  by  the  court,  as  the  tesiudony  opened  would 
only  proye  misprision  of  treason. 

Oeorge  Honey^ 

9.  John  Clark  and  others  did  not  oome  to  seise  for  rent  The  2 
barrels  of  salt  were  marked  G.  B. 

Clark  afterw^  brought  a  Constable  &  Seised  other  goods,  rent  was 
soon  after  paid. 

Jonathan  Guy, 

10.  Whilst  he  was  a  prisoner  in  Phil%  ft  afler  he  was  released 
from  the  Provost,  he  drove  a  waggon  in  the  light  infantry  of  2  Reg* 
of  guards — he  was  stationed  at  the  sign  of  the  Lamb,  near  Ken- 
sington, saw  P.  &  a  young  man,  with  a  sky  coloured  cloth  ooat^ 
tohom  he  had  o/ten  seen  butting  Paper  money^  along  with  him — he 
overheard  P,  say  to  young  man,  to  be  very  particular  about 
Craig's  light  horse,  and  let  htm  know  what  force  he  had.  This 
was  on  Tuesday,  and  the  young  man  was  to  return  on  the  next 
Thursday  week. 

Saw  P.  at  Jonathan  Smith's,  ab*  6  miles  from  town,  6ften.  P. 
gavepassesy  let  people  in  dc  out. 

Near  10  minutes,  within  18  inches  of  P.  and  young  man,  but 
could  not  hear  any  more  distinctly. 

Geo.  Warrington, 

11.  /Wscmer  came  into  their  houset  and  marked  Ae  salt  toith  G. 
R, — ^he  saw  P.  mark  it  with  his  own  hand  with  ohalk*— he  aaked 
what  they  had  so  much  salt  for,  and  observed,  they  bad  got  it  from 
the  soldiers  and  intended  to  send  it  out  to  the  rebels — they  took  2 
guns. 

A  paper  written  by  Joseph  Galloway  to  Captain  Thomas,  whereia 
he  mentions  Prisoner  as  a  person  aj^ointed  bj  the  Commander  in 
Chief  to  superintend  one  of  the  Passes.    Given  in  evidence. 

For  the  Prisoner. 
Jacob  Weaver. 

1.  Prisoner  always  used  him  well — ^they  were  going  to  turn  him 
out  of  his  house,  but  P.  said  he  would  go  ft  wp&ik  to  the  General 
for  him ;  he  kept  him  in.  P.  has  given  tu)o  or  three  hundred  Pastes 
in  a  day — some  he  gave  Passes  to  without  speaking  to  them,  others 
he  took  into  a  room  and  examined  Aefi»-— does  not  know  what  he 
asked. 

He  found  a  letter  directed  from  Mr.  Chdteway  to  G^>tain  James, 
in  the  room  P.  used.  The  Constables  took  it  from  him— General 
W.  ordered  the  Frankfort  Mills  to  be  broke  down. 

Captain  Thomas  took  the  room  of  P. — P.  got  the  room  frt>m  a 
Hessian  Officer.  Afterw^  Thomas  took  the  room  from  him— P. 
staid  there  ab*  Sleeks. 
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Bdward  Beeyes, 

2.  Gofc  leave  from  P.  at  uxj  time  to  go  out — ab*  3  weeks  after 
the  enemy  came  in ;  P.  told  a  neighbour,  who  observed  he  had  a 
disagreeable  offioe,  that  his  greatest  inducement  to  accept  it  was  to 
serve  the  poor  people,  and  he  supposed  he  would  get  nothing  for  it, 
tliat  he  asked  nothing  for  it. 

Baohel  Hairisoni 

8.  Prisoner  behaved  very  clever  to  her,  let  her  carry  her  fomiture 
out  and  two  pieces  of  linen.  This  was  about  2  months  after  the  Eng- 
lish came  in.     People  daily  went  out,  the  roads  were  crowded. 

When  she  oame.out^  she  had  liberty  from  some  of  Gen'l  Ws 
officers  the  last  time* 

Hannah  Allman, 

4.  P.  always  treated  her  with  civility;  her  husband  was  an  offi- 
ear  in  Gkn'l  Washington's  Army,  ft  P.  knew  ii 

P.  told  her  he  teas  tired  of  the  office^  wanted  to  quit  tV,  and  fully 
intended  it,  iho'  many  of  the  xnhcibiiants  might  tpant  the  necessaries 
of  life.  In  beginning  of  January  he  permitted  her  to  carry  out 
oiher  things. 

Mary  House, 

5.  P.  let  her  go  out  without  searching  her — was  civil. 

eatfaflrine  fiid% 

6.  Her  things  had  been  taken  iWrn  h«r  by  fte  Biilish  Soldien^ 
aaid  P.  got  them  baek  for  her.  P.  knew  her  hvsbaiid  was  not  in  our 
army  ft  had  continental  stores  with  him. 

Edward  Williams, 

7.  P.  kept  the  gates — his  father  lived  ab^'8  miles  from  town.  P, 
aaid  he  was  in  a  deplorable  situation,  ft  let  him  ^  out  from  the  Utter 
end  of  November  to  the  end  of  May,  ft  carry  rum^  sugar,  &c.|  to 
his  fiither. 

Catharine  Coleman, 

8.  P.  granted  her  a  Pass  to  take  out  differeal;  f^mons,  ft  beds  at 
different  times.  Peter  S^Hnmer's  wife  was  one  at  tiniiii  ft  also  Shrir 
76138 — their  husbands  wepre  at  the  fort  at  the  time.       .  . 

Slisabeth  Preston, 

9.  Her  husband  is  an  officer  in  our  army— P.  knew  i^  ft  yet  let 
her  cany  out  goods^  &c.  P.  passed  her  4iii:^hter  (mt  to  get  wood  ft 
pjovisions. 

P)rovisions  wei^  plenty  ip  the  city  just  before  the  Shipping  got  up 
In  November — meat,  ft  such  like,  were  plenty  to  those  who  had  hard 
monej  or  old  money. 

Vol.  VII.— 8 
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Hannah  Sannders, 

10.  P.  gave  many  Passes — ^he  neyer  refdsed  any — ^lohabitanto 
begged  P.  to  continue  at  the  Pass.. 

Nathaniel  Browni 

11.  P.  gave  Passes  at  the  Bridge — ^he  gave  witness  a  pasa  for  his 
sister,  her  children,  &  a  chair  full  of  property,  Ac. — was  very  indul- 
gent. Prisoner  told  him  ah^  4  weeks  before  Enemy  went  away — ^he 
waa  tired  of  hia  office,  but  the  people  woold  not  let  him  quit  it. 

John  Paul, 

12.  Last  winter  P.  passed  a  great  number,  insomuch  thai  the 
other  party  threatened  to  have  him  removed  Jrd)n  his  offke  on  acdi 
of  his  lenity.  Heard  Colo.  Balfour  say,  if  P.  did  not  behave  better 
he  should  be  turned  out  of  office.  P.  said  he  did  not  know  that  he 
had  done  amiss. 

Mr.  Attorney  General — ^Berwicks  ease,  fo.  10. 
Mr. .  Beed, 

Penal  Law— from  105. 

One  overt  act  being  proved,  others  may  be  given  in  evidence — 
Foster  0,  &c.  As  to  Commission — Foster  10.  P.  gave  in  his 
name  as  a  Lieutenant.    Foster  pa.  22 — ^216,  219. 

Mr.  Wilson^  ^  Prisoner, 

No  oommisaioD,  anoh  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Indictments,  has  h^M 
IMt>ved.  Prieoo^  never  need  sword  or  gun.  No  oommission  proved 
at  all — a.  oonmieatoa  in  paiehm^  or  paper  not  neoeseary  to  be  pro- 
duced, but  better  evidence  ought  to  hitve  been  given. 

1  Blackstone,  88 — ^penal  laws  must  be  construed  strictly,  ibid.  92 
— the  law  must  be  construed  according  to  the  letters,  in  criminal 


Assembly  had  in  view  only  commissions  in  the  line  or  in  the  staff 
of  the  army. 

Taking  Sheaffer's  goods  is  only  proved  by  one  witness,  Bruner. 
Mrs.  Sheaffer  does  not  come  up  to  another  witness. 

Confeinioii^  A  la  not  sufficient  to  oonvict  and'  Act  of  AflsemUy, 
ihe  treason  |B»b  ni  proved  by  two  witnesses. 

The  send'ff  out  a  Spy— doubts  cred^  of  the  witness,  but  one  wit- 
ness to  this  met 

Mr*  Lewis, 
Inidste  upon  Ike  fame  tiung* 
Vatel  Book  I.,  87,  88-^101.. 

To  take  ab  Alle^gianoe  Oath  is  in  general  High  Treason. 
It  is  allowable  for  a  conquered  city  to  join  the  Conquerors. 
People  in  Philadelphia  were  not  und'  the  protection  of  the  ^aws. 
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Mr.  Ro60y 

Foster  207.    4  Bladcstone,  30.    1  Ha^  56.    Eden,  21^  22. 
Attoniej  Oenend. 


Bespablica  Pennsjlvaiiia  ^ 

«t.  >  Indictment  for  Treason. 

Abraham  Carlisle^       J 

Mr.  R0889 

l£dw«,  6;5&6«Edw««;  lft2Pb.A  Mary  oh.,  10  ft  11;  & 
Moves  that  the  2b^^  Edw.,  3,  eap.  2 ;  7  Will,  k  7  Anne ;  m  eopy  of 
the  Indietm^  k  the  names  of  the  witnesses  indorsed,  ten  days  before 
the  trial,  and  a  oopj  of  the  panel  tw6  days  before  trial. 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Treason  at  common  law  indefinite  ft  not  asoertained,  1  Hawk,  fo., 
34 ;  4  Blackstone  pa.  75 ;  1  Hale  fo,  ^1.  By  25*^  Edw^  3,  ob.  2^ 
it  is  ascertained  and  fixed ;  the  Parliament  who  enacted  this  act  are 
called  the  Benedictum  Parliamentum,  the  only  rule  ever  since  in 
England,  except  that  by  the  7*^  William,  the  prosecution  must  be 
within  3  years. 

It  became  necessary  to  ascertain  the  manner  of  Receding  in  treason 
as  well  as  to  ascertain  the  crime* 

2  Hawk,  fo.,  256,  mentions  1  Edw',  6.  Party  charged  with  treason 
must  be  convicted  by  two  witnesses  or  by  voluntary  confession,  1  ft  2 
Ph.  ft  Mary  ch.  10,  all  treasonsto  be  had  ft  used  aeeording  to  the  due 
order  of  the  cwnmon  la^f;  ch.  11,  does  not  relate  to  die  present 
motion. 

7  Will.  ch.  3,  No  person  shall  be  tried,  whereby  any  oorrvption 
of  Mood  ahaU  be  wrought^  without,  ftc.,  3  years  after  the  offence 
eCtanraitted* 

4  Blaek.  f6.  845,  mentjoiu  7  Anne,  ch.  21 ;  a  copj^  of  Indiotm* 
ft  of  names  of  witnesses  to  be  given  Prisoner  charged  with  treason,  10 
days  before  trial*  Body  of  Lawq,  67 ',  all  trials  for  treason  to  b^ 
aeeording  to  the  jHroeeedings  in  Great  Britain. 

Witnesses  names  ought  to  be  known  to  the  accused,  that  the  party 
may  know  what  part  of  his  ^OQnduot  ifas  known  to  them,  also  the 
«hara0lers  of  the  witnesaes. 

Bead's  pa.  4  ft  10,  of  Laws  of  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
How  far  one  Statute  repeals  another,  if  two  statutes  cap  subsist 
1rithoiil.|SQ0tndietiBg  on^  another^  they  both  must  stand,  11  Co., 
63,  a.  b. 

Mr.  Boss, 

1  Hales  P.  C,  79  ;  The  uneertainty  of  treason  at  Common  Law. 
The  act  oill^  Feb.,  1778,  does  not  repeal  the  act  of  1718 ;  Act  of 
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Commonwealth,  fo.  4,  where  Legislature  takes  notice  of  a  miaUar 
o&noe,  it  shall  not  be  constraed  to  extend  to  a  greater  enme. 

The  Act  of  11<^  Feb.,  1777,  which  directs  that  penona  chaxf^ 
with  treason  shall  be  dealt  with  iS?  proceeded  a^it  as  in  other  capital 
crimes  is  by  law  directed. 

The  act  of  1718  is  thereby  extended. 

Mr.  Seijeant,  Attorney  G«&eral| 

What  was  treason  at  common  law,  the  arbitrary  proceedings  in 
arbitrary  reigns  are  nothing  to  the  present  question. 

4  Blackstone,  352  &  3 }  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  yery  different  t 
more  beneficial. 

There  can  be  bo  treason  in  oompaaBiiig  the  death  of  the  King, 
there  is  no  «omip<uMi  o/hlood  in  Pennsylvania. 

4  Blaekatone,  M,  All  treasons  are  fdioniee^  the'  all  felonies  are 
not  treasons,  Foster  «,  4,  221, 228. 

Beplication  by  Mr.  TVilson, 

If  the  Oatntes  am  not  exteadad  here,  we  shall  be  all  afloat  as  if 
we  weie  before  the  26*  Edw<  8,  oh,  3.* 


MbMOBIAL  op  JUEOBd  AND  JUDGSS  IN  PAYOB  OF  Aba'J£ 

Gaklislb,  1778. 

To  the  Hoa'ble  the  Jadgsa  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  and  Court  of  Oyer 
&  Tenmner  for  the  Conuaonwealth  of  Pennsylvania* 

The  Petition  of  the  Jurors  who  were  on  the  Trial  of  Abraham  Car- 
lisle, 

Humbly  Sheweth: 

That  altho'  by  the  Oath  we  had  taken,  and  upon  the  whole  of  the 
fSvidence  before  us,  we  were  constrained  to  give  our  Verdiot  against 
him,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  our  Country,  yet  from  the  knowlega 
we  have  of  his  formto  blameless  character,  the  consideration  of  hla 
advanced  age,  and  our  sympathy  with  his  dis^ssed  Family  and 
reputable  connexions,  our  sentiments  of  Humani^  lead  us  to  wish 
that  the  Rigor  of  the  Law  may  be  abated  in  his  ease. 

That  from  the  benevolent  charse  civen  to  us  upon  his  Trial,  wo 
cannot  doubt  but  he  has  an  equal  share  of  your  Honoi^a  oom|>a8- 
aion,  and  therefore  we  are  encouraged  to  Pray, 

That  your  Honors  woud  be  pleased  to  recommend  A\b  o«  Psti- 

*  These' are  the  notes  ia  the  ease  of  A.  C,  referred  to  in  the  letter  to  (X 
J.  McE.,  in  page  21  which  (with  those  in  the  other  case,  not  now  to  be 
found,)  were  presented  and  read  in  Council,  Nov.  2, 1778.  See  CoL^  Bee., 
V<a..XI,p.  616. 
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lioB  m  bis  ¥kyaty  to  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  BzeontiTe  Oomioili 
that  the  BzMtttioii  of  Uiis  Sentenoe  may  be  sai^nded  till  the  meet* 
fag  ef  the  hon'ble  Assembly,  &  that  tbey  be  intreated  to  take  his 
v^ppy  Case  into  their  oonsideratioo,  for  the  Ezeroise  of  that 
Meroy  which  eTe?y  wise  Ooastitntioa  has  proyided  for  mitigating 
erimioal  PaniahmeiitS)  and  whiob  ours  has  thought  proper  to  lodge 
in  their  power  only. 

And  your  Petitioners  shall  pray,  &o. 

Jno.  Palmer,  Jacob  Uttxee,  Thomas  8hieldS| 

Thoa.  Palmer,  Philip  Clomberg,  John  Dcinkeri 

Oid'r  Dickinsonj  David  Bees,  Thomas  Goooheri 

Isae  Powelly  Uatth^r  Jackson^  John  land, 

May  it  please  your  Honors. 

Upon  the  Beoeipt  of  the  within  Petition,  we,  the  Jastioes  of  the 
Sitprerae  Conrt  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Jns* 
tioes  of  the  Conrt  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Oaol  Deliv- 
ery for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend it  to  your  Honors  favorable  aoo^tanoe,  and  that  you  would 
be  pleased  to  postpone  the  issninjg  the  Warrant  for  the  Execution  of 
Abraham  Carfisle,  until  the  EndTof  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  agreeable  to  tLe  prayer  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury 
above  named,  who  wete  upon  hjs  T^ai. 
We  are  with  perfeot  Esteem  and  Regard, 

Your  Honors  moat  obedient 

hamble  servants, 

THO.  ITKEAN, 
JOHN  ETANS. 
Pliihdelphia,  Oct.  18th,  1778. 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  'Vice  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
GoQiiQil  of  Pennsylvania. 


MsMOBUL  IN  VAVOK  ov  Abb'm  Carlislb,  1778. 

To^he  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Wife,  Son,  and  others,  the  nearest  relatives  of 
Abraham  Carlisle,  in  his  behslf| 

Bespectfolly  sheweth : 

That  as  the  common  evils  of  life  are  sufficient  to  excite  a  tender 
sympathy  in  the  minds  of  the  generous  &  compassionate,  tho'  un- 
connected, you  will  readily  think  it  is  difficult  to  express  the  anx- 
iety we  feel  on  the  present  mournful  occasion,  when  we  thus  appear 
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to  interoede  for  the  life  of  a  hoaband — a  father — aad  a  fclend^  wbd 
has  beea  dear  &  affectiooate  to  us  in  his  whole  deportmeot. 

However  desirous  we  are  to  enlarge  on  the  merits  of  bis  privattf 
eharaoter,  or  to  extenuate  the  oriminalitj  of  his  public  oonduot,  from 
a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  his  views  and  intentions,  than  others 
could  have,  we  chu^e  to  wave  it,  trusting  that  there  are  4ome  of  hia 
fellow-citizens,  of  respectable  names,  who  have  done  this  friendlj 
office  in  our  behalf. 

The  great  object  that  engrosses  our  solicitude  is  to  petition  for 
his  life ',  and  that  on  any  terms,  which  to  jour  wisdom  k  discretion 
maj  seem  most  expedient. 

When  we  look  back  on  the  former  ease  &  happiness  of  his  fa- 
mily, which  is  lost,  or  forward  to  the  dreadful  evils  thai  impend,  we 
cannot  view  the  one  without  extreme  regret|  or  the  other  without 
horror,  almost  too  great  for  some  of  us  to  sust-ain. 

Suffer  us  therefore,  in  a  few  words  to  intreat  yon  on  our  own  ac- 
count, as  well  as  his — by  the  mercy  &  forgiveness  you  expect  from 
Ood — by  that  compassion  you  would  desire  from  others — by  the  ten- 
derest  ties  of  nature  &  consangainity — by  the  exalted  pleasures  of 
conscious  beneficence,  and  the  sacred  duties  of  our  common  Beli- 
gion,  to  spare  the  life  of  a  fellow-citizen^  as  well  as  thereby  relieve 
the  miseries  of  a  disconsolate  family. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in^duty  bound,  shall,  fto. 


Thomas  Hood, 
Ann  Wood, 
Mary  Hood, 
Ann  Garlile, 
Abr'm  Carlile,  jr., 
Daniel  Rees, 
Elizabeth  Bethell, 
Frances  Rush, 
Joseph  Rush, 
Sarah  Rush, 
Hannah  Saunders. 
John  Saunders, 
Wm.  Coats, 


Martha  Goats, 
Raohel  Hartley, 
Sarah  Moulder, 
Elizabeth  Durborow, 
Hannah  Newton,* 
Hannah  Williams, 
Samuel  Robeson, 
William  Late, 
Mary  Volans, 
Edward  Simmons, 
Elizabeth  Simmons, 
Sarrah  Hart, 
Marthew  Brooks, 


Marej  Deves, 
Mary  Bright, 
Sarah  Moulder,  jr., 
Hannah  Brooke, 
Sarah  Shallanger, 
Edward  firoolu,  ar., 
Joannah  Brooks, 
Mary  Zane, 
William  Preston, 
Hannah  Preston, 
Saoher'l  Wood, 
John  Hood, 
Mary  Hood. 
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MSMOBIAL  IN  VAVOK  OF  Abb'M   GaSUBIiB,  1778. 

To  tlie  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ezecntive  Oounoil  of  the  Gommou- 
wedth  of  Pennsylyania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Sabeoriberg,  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Conn- 
ty  of  Philadelphia,  in  Behalf  of  Abraham  Carlile,  of  the  said 
Oity,  now  under  Sentence  of  Death  for  High  Treason, 

Bespeotfiilly  Sheweth: 

That  altfao'  his  eondact  iras  sneh  as  rendered  him  an  Object  of 
the  Jostioe  of  the  Law  of  Treasons,  yet,  from  the  Evidence  on  his 
Tryal,  it  was  tempered  with  such  alleviating  cirenmstanoes,  as  in 
the  humble  Opinion  of  the  Sabseriben,  render  him  a  fit  Object  of 
the  Mercy  of  the  Pardoning  power  of  the  State.  Yonr  PMitipners 
have  reason  to  believe  that  his  Aooeptanoe  ci  an  Appointment  under 
the  Enemy,  to  watch  one  of  the  Oity  Gates,  was  the  Effect  rather 
of  an  undue  Attachment  to  his  own  Safety  and  Interest,  perhaps  of 
an  Opinion  that  he  would  be  thereby  of  Service  to  his  Fellow-Giti- 
sens,  than  of  a  Malicious  and  deliberate  Intention  to  aid  and  assist 
the  Enemies  of  the  United  States,  in  their  pernicious  system  of  Op- 
pression, Tyranny  &  Barbarity.  If  he  did  hurt  to  some,  he  did 
good  to  a  much  greater  Number,  and  of  this  greater  Number  many 
Zi  Your  Petitioners  compose  a  part  The  former  has  brought  him 
under  the  Judgment  of  the  Law.  Permit  Your  Petitioners  to  en- 
tertain a  hope,  that  the  latter  will  procure  for  him,  and  his  de»- 
tressed  Family  and  Connexions,  the  most  fiivorable  Representation 
from  Your  Honors  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  of  his  Situ- 
ation and  the  Circumstances  attending  his  Conduct,  of  which  Your 
Petitioners  flatter  themselves,  the  consequence  will  be  a  Gracious 
pardon,  and  that  he  will,  by  a  course  of  Behaviour  contrary  to  that 
which  he  has  lately  observed,  furnish  the  humane  with  an  Example 
to  be  pointed  to  on  future  Occasions,  that  a  Pardon  sometimes  con- 
duces more  than  Punishment,  to  the  interest  of  the  Public  as  well 
as  to  that  of  the  Individual. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  &c. 
ThoB.  Britton,  John  Young,  James  Loughead, 

Jno.  Britton,  Rich'd  Henshaw^  Silas  Engles, 

Will'm  Allibone,         Wm.  Sellers,  George  Leib, 

Wm.  Craig,  Isaac  Howell,  feter  Browne, 

Win.  Moore,  Peter  Knight,  Thos.  Guthbert, 

Alex'r  Henderson,       Paine  Newman,  John  Campbell, 

Benj'n  Rush,  Joseph  Rush,  John  Jones, 

Jacob  Rush,  Will'm  Rush,  John  Livingston, 

Edw'd  Byves,  Wm.  Allison,  Anthony  Wilkinson, 

John  Rice,  Christ'n  Pechin,  George  Pickering, 

John  Young,  jr.,         WiUiam  Moulder,       Sam'l  Howell, 
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Gunning  Bedford, 
'  Jos.  0owp6rthwait6| 
Isaac  Goals, 
Jacob  8.  Howell^ 
Isaac  SnowdeD; 
Fred.  Phae, 
John  Biddle, 
Step.  ColIinSi 
WilVm  Thome, 
Geo.  Glentwortfay 
Benjamin  G.  Byre, 
Jaa.  Duncan, 
Arched  Gardner, 
William  Semple, 
Henry  Keppile, 
Israel  Oassell, 
Wm.  Atkinson, 
Hesekiah  Williams, 
Jos.  Watkins, 
David  Schaffer, 
Barnabas  Conlston^ 
Green  Dorsey, 
Josiah  Matlack, 
Evan  Evans, 
Benben  Haines, 
Bobert  Evans, 
Fried.  Shenkell, 
Jacob  Graff,  Jnnt.^ 


Jas.  Oraiff,  janr., 
Naifaaniel  Browne, 
John  Emng, 
Wm.  Hadge, 
William  Miloor, 
George  Bright, 
Jacob  Bright, 
John  Hall, 
Lewis  Farmer, 
Frederick  Euhl, 
Andrew  Forsythi 
Nicholas  Hicks, 
Wm.  Goats,  OoL, 
Sam'l  Morris, 
Moses  Bartram, 
John  Lawrence, 
John  Dorsey,  Jar., 
Thos.  Novell, 
John  Linton,  Gapt., 
WoTsley  Ernes, 
George  Heck, 
Jo&  Ffoz, 
Bobt.  Wright, 
Adam  Zantnnger, 
M4  Hillegas, 
Peter  Thomsoni 
John  Germon^ 


Sam'l  Howell,  jan., 
Andrew  Tybout, 
George  Bharswood, 
Gapt.  Jno.  OsmoDi  . 
Jno.  Williams, 
James  Ash, 
NathM  Falconer, 
Jacob  Weaver, 
Andw.  Hodge, 
Francis  Alisoxi, 
Oapt.  Win.  Allen, 
Gapt.  Daniel  Bees, 
Dan'l  Udrea. 

Georgia  Wescott, 
Henry  Styles, 
Daniel  Drais, 
Peter  Drais, 
John  Bamhill, 
David  Bees, 
Thom.  Hughes, 
John  Barker, 
Bobert  Parish, 
Leonard  Dorsey, 
John  Lisle, 
John  Parrish,  Jour., 
John  Wiloocks. 


Memorial  is  7atoe  of  Abb'm  Carlisle,  177S. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  Persons,  Inhabitants  of  the  City  k  County 
of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  Abraham  Carlisle,  now  under  Sen- 
tence of  Death, 

BespectfuUy  Shewelh  t 

That,  although  in  every  civiliBed  state  the  public  safety  requires 
the  punishment  of  Treasons,  A  treasonable  practices,  yet  as  there 
may  be  certain  circumstances,  in  which  the  Executive  Power  mar 
exercise  mercy,  without  endangering  the  State,  we  beg  leave  to  ad- 
dress your  Honours  in  favor  of  Abraham  Carlisle,  now  under  sen- 
tence of  death. 

When  we  recollect  his  former  character  &  credit,  und  contrast 
them  with  his  present  deplorable  condition,  and  the  miseries  that 
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buftf  over  «a  innoeoiit  ISunilji  we  feel  emotioKi  rf  oomptitidn  wbiok 
we  wish  to  commaoioate  to  thoae  whose  iofloeiiee  oan  alleviate  oi 
avert  the  Evil ;  And  when  we  remember  that ''  Blessed  are  the  mer- 
cifal,  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy/'  and  that  this  is  the  voice  of 
Heaven^  whose  mercies  towards  this  Conntry  hsve  been  so  emineni 
and  conspieuoas,  we  wish  tx>  merit  the  continuation  thereof,  by  ex« 
eroising  moderation  &  forgiveness  one  towards  another* 

From  these  consideretions,  we  are  induced  to  reqnest  that  yon 
would  consider  the  Prisoner  as  a  suitable  object  of  mercy^  and  as 
such  recommend  him  to  the  the  Legislature  at  the  ensuing  session ; 
and  your  Petitions,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall,  &o. 


SaniL  Hudson,  John  Steinmetz, 

Whiteh'd  Humphreys,  William  Bell, 


Bobert  Roberts, 
Adam  Clampffer, 
John  Kerliu,  jar., 
Jno.  Kerlin, 
WiU'm  Morgan, 
Casparus  Weiberg, 
John  C.  KuDze, 
Geo.  Morgan, 
Henry  Eeppele,  jr., 
Jacob  Barge, 
Jacob  Oraff,  senr., 
Wm.  Sheaff,  ' 
Lewis  Bitting, 
Charles  Salt, 
Robert  Porter, 


Daniel  Wister, 
George  Walker, 
Balthazar  Fleischer, 
Rich'd  Humphreys, 
George  Nelson, 
J'b  Hitzheimer, 
Jos.  Howell, 
Wm.  Jones, 
Wm.  Wister, 
Martin  Pierie, 
Joseph  Jones, 
Abraham  Kiotzing, 


Peter  Euhn, 
Rich'd  Graham, 
John  Fromberger, 
Step'n  Chambers,  0«- 

late  12  P.  B. 
Samuel  Oorrey, 
Friederick  Scbenkelli 
Jacob  Graff,  junr., 
Phillip  Hal), 
Philip  Odenheimer, 
Thomas  Darrooh, 
Abrah'tti  Boemper, 
Wm.  Ritchie, 
Andrew  Burkhart, 
Adam  Foulk, 


Sam'l  Howell, 

Jona'n  Cowpland,  C^  Jacob  Eeehmle. 

Thos.  Shoemaker, 


Memorial  ik  favor  of  Abe'm  Carlis£.b,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Bxecutive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia,  in  Behalf  of  Abraham  Carlisle,  of  the  said  City, 
now  under  Sentence  of  Death  for  High  Treason, 
Respectfully  Sheweth : 

That,  altho'  his  conduct  was  sueh  as  rendered  him  an  Objeet 
of  the  Justice  of  the  Law  of  Treason,  yet,  from  the  Evidenoe 
OQ  his  Tryal  it  was  tempered  with  snoh  alleviatipg  droumstaiMes, 
as  in  the  Opinion  of  the  subscribers,  render  him  a^ Object  of 
the  Mercy  of , the  pardoning  Power  of  th^  State;  Wi?''*^erefore, 
Pray  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council  will  be  pleased  to 
mupend  the  Ezeetttion  of  the  Sentenoe  uatill  a  sMeting  of  the  Asr 
■embly,  whose  merdfuU  interposHion,  wv  hope,  will  be  graeiouBly 
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•xtended  in  hrot  of  the  Life  of  a  ddaded  Oriminaly  wbose  oondiet^ 
in  ail  oftlier  reBpeotSy  pleads  for  him ;  and, 

Yonr  Petitionerr,  as  in  duty  bound,  Ac*. 


Slair  M'Clenaoban, 
Geo.  Meade, 
John  Pringle, 
Joo.  Batolajy 
Sam'l  G.  Mocrbi 
Wm.  Cross, 
Jno.  Taylor, 
Th.  Bond, 
Beese  Meredith, 
William  White, 
Joseph  Moulder, 
Presley  Blakbtoni 
JohnM'Neal, 
Cad.  Morris, 
George  Spofford, 
Thos.  Franklio, 
Arch'd  M'Call, 
Wm.  Shute, 
Sam'l  Penrose, 
Jonathan  Penrose, 
James  Barnes, 
Joseph  Rhoadfik 
Thos.  Cadwaladeri 
John  Cadwaladeri 
Sam'l  Rhoads, 
Sharp  Delany, 
John  Galloway, 
Amos  Stro^teUi 
Jos.  Morris, 
Geo.  Mifflin, 
Bob.  Tuckniss, 
Ar.  Dooaldsoni 
Caleb  Ash, 
Allen  Moore, 
J.HazelwoodjC.P.P. 
Samuel  Read, 

James  Searle, 
Adrian  Rensmdet, 
Gew^  Boaglass, 


John  Le  Teller, 
Richard  Truman, 
John  Murdoekj 
Isaac  Roach, 
John  Stamper, 
Thos.  Hopkins^ 
Charles  Alexander, 
William  Cliffton, 
Luke  Morrii, 
Joseph  Williamsoni 
Joseph  Stamper, 
Frans.  Gnrney, 
Matth.  Clarkson,. 
Gerard  Clarkson, 
Ben.  Gibbs, 
David  Pancoast, 
Matt.  Sadler, 
William  Carter, 
Thomas  Elton, 
Jno.  Britton, 
JesQe  Williamsoni 
Thomas  Liming, 
Isaaq  Wood, 
Wm.  Mathews, 
John  Diamond, 
Abr'm  Stnrgi^ 
Bobt.  Fitzgerald, 
Jno.  Sibbald, 
Geo.  Houston, 
William  Jackson, 
Audw.  Miller, 
Thos.  Irland, 
John  Wharton] 
Charles  Stedman, 
A.  Wilkinson) 

Daniel  Keen, 
John  Knowlesi 
MatthiM  Keen, 


Samuel  Dilwortb, 
Bobt.  M'Crea, 
Josh'a  Humphrey^ 
William  Budden, 
William  Marshall, 
Be^ja.  Wynkoopi 
Jo.  Sims,  jr,| 
William  LawrencOi 
Robt.  Eastbum, 
Will'm  Tod, 
JBenj'n  Humphreys, 
Jonathan  Beore, 
Edward  Middleton, 
Thomas  Middleton, 
Tho^.  Pitzsimmons, 
Wm.  West,  junr., 
Thos.  Pryor, 
Wm.  Richards, 
John  Duffield, 
Walter  Shce, 
Samuel  Judah, 
Stacy  Hepburn, 
Townsend  White, 
John  Stille, 
Jas.  Wharton, 
Will.  Adcock, 
Isaae  Melchcr, 
Jacob  Baker, 
Ad'm  Melcher, 
Philip  Heyle» 
Jacob  Uttree, 
Joseph  Bullock, 
John  Helm,  Lt., 
Sam'l  Hillegas, 
Bertie  Shee. 

Joseph  Lyndall, 
-Jno.  Salter. 


*  See  nrf^^g  pages.  See  also  Col.  Ree.,  VoL  ZI.,  pp.  G03,  COG,  607» 
613,  ClC  'Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  strong  and  respectable  Petitions 
of  Judges,  Jaries  and  citizens,  fte.,  tiie  pardon  or  respite  was  not  granted,  and 
on  the  4th  Not.  the  penalty  of  the  law  was  inflioted  upon  both  of  the  unlbr- 
tUBAte  men.  The  report  of  tMr  trials  wiU  also  he  fomid  in  UalhMi'  BMpfHcHt, 
Vol.  I.,  p.  89,  42.    See  also  Pemi'a  Packet,  Not.  7, 1778. 
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Trial  or  John  Elwood,  1778. 

Backs  Coanty,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  That  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  aud 
General  Oaol  Deliveryy  held  at  Newtown,  for  the  County  of  Backs, 
the  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  eigbti  before  the  Honorable  Thomas 
McKean,  Esquire,  Chief  Justiee,  and  the  Honorable  William  Au^ 
guatus  Atlee  and  John  Evans,  Esquires,  Jostioes  of  the  Snpream 
Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Jnstiees  of  the 
sam^  Commonwealth,  assigned  by  Letters  Patent  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  slmsaid,  to  inquire  by 
the  Oath  and  Affirmation  of  aood  and  lawful  Men  of  the  County 
aforesud»  bv  whom  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  might  be  the  better 
Jcnown  of  all  Treasons,  Murders,  Burglaries,  ^^'^^  Sodomies  and 
such  other  Crimes,  as  by  the  Laws  of  the  said  Commonwealth  are 
made  Capital  or  Felonies  of  Death,  and  also  of  all  other  Mis^ 
deeds,  Iiguries  and  Offences  whatsoever,  in  the  same  County,  doncb 
had  perpetrated  or  committed,  and  of  all  other  Articles  in  the  said 
Letters  rateui  of.  the  s^d  Supreme  Executive  Council,  specified  tiie 
Premiaesi  and  every  or  anv  of  them  howsoever  ooooenung,  and  to 
hear  and  determine  the  s^a  Treasons  and  other  the  premises^  aeoor- 
ding  to  the  Laws  of  the^said  Commonwealth ;  and  ako,  to  be  Keep- 
ers of  the  Peace,  and  to  deliver  the  Gaol  of  the  «ud  County  of 
all  the  Prisoners  in  the  same  Oaol,  being  by  the  Oath  of  Henry 
Wynkoop,  Joseph  Sacket,  Bobert  Patterson,  Joshua  Anderson,  Aor 
drew  Long,  Thomas  Long,  William  M'Henry,  and  George  Wicart^ 
EsQuirea,  and  of  Guliam  Cornell,  Gerardus  Wynkoop,  John  Gill, 
Nicholas  Patterson,  John  Crawford  and  William  Boberts,  and  by  the 
Solemn  Afirmation  of  Jlmothy  Taylor  and  Thomas  Bver,  EsQuireiy 
and  of  Bichard  Ledom  and  Jones  Ingham,  good  and  fawfnl  Men  of 
the  County  aforesaid,  then  and  there  impannelled,  sworn,  affirmed, 
and  char|»d  to  inquire  for  the  said  Commonwealth  and  the  Body  of 
the  said  County  }  It  is  presented,  That  John  El  wood,  late  of  the 
County  of  Bucks,  Pilot^  being  an  Inhabitant  of  and  belonging  to 
and  rending  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  under  the  Pro- 
tection of  Us  Laws,  and  owing  Allegiance  to  the  same  State,  as  a 
fidae  Traitor  against  the  same,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
Eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  we  Instigation  oi  the  BevS^ 
tlm  Fidelitv  which  to  the  same  State  he  owed,  wholly  withdrawing 
and  with  au  hie  Might  intending  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  thi^ 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  disturb,  and  War  and  Rebellion 
against  the  ^ame  to  raise  and  move,  and  the  Government  and  Inde« 
pendency  thereof  as  by  Law  established,  to  subvert  and  to  raise 
a«;aiQ|  and  restore  the  government  and  Ty  rannv  of  the  King  of  Great 
Kitam  withi^  the  same  Qommonwealthj  on  the  first  day  of  Janusr 
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ry,  in  tbe  Tear  of  our  Lord  one  tboasand  seven  bandred  and  seT- 
entj  eigbt,  and  jit  divers  days  and  times^  as  well  before  as  after,  at 
tbe  Borougb  of  Bristol,  in  tbe  Oounty  aforesaid,  maliciously  and 
traiterously,  witb  a  great  number  of  Traitors  and  Rebels,  (wbose 
I^ames  ^e  as  yet  unknown  to  tbe  Jurors)  being  armed  and  arrayed 
in  a  bostile  manner,  witb  force  and  arms,  did  falsely  and  traiterouslj 
assemble  and  join  bimself  against  tbis  Oommonwealtb,  and  tben  ana 
there  witb  force  and  arms,  did  falsely  and  traiterously,  and  in  a  war- 
like and  bostile  Manner  array  and  dispose  bimself  against  tbis  Gom- 
monwealtb,  and  then  and  there  witb  force  and  arms,  in  Pursuance 
and  Execution  of  such  bis  wicked  and  traiterous  Intentions  and 
purposes  aforesaid^  did  falsely  and  traiterously  prepare,  order,  wage, 
and  levy  a  publio  and  cruel  war  against  this  uom  men  wealth,  then 
and  there  committing  und  perpetrating  a  miserable  and  cruel 
slaughter  of,  and  amonest  tbe  faithful  and  Liege  Subjects  and  In- 
babitauts  thereof,  and  then  and  there  did  with  force  and  arms,  false- 
ly and  traiterously  aid  and  assist  tbe  Eang  of  Great  Britain,  being 
an  Enemy  at  open  War  against  this  State,  by  joining  bis  armies,  to 
wit.,  bis  army  under  the  Command  of  Gen.  iSir  Wm.  Howe,  then  ac- 
tually invading  this  State,  &  bv  piloting  tbe  Fleet  of  the  said  King 
and  guiding  the  armyitforesaid,  and  tben  and  there  maticiously  and 
traiterously,  (witb  divers  other  Traitors  to  the*  Jurors  unknown) 
with  force  and  arms  did  combine,  plot  and  consptre  to 'betray  tbis 
State,  and  tbe  United  States  of  America,  into  the  Hands  and  Power 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  being  an  Enemy  at  open  War  against 
tbe  same ;  and  tben  and  there  did  witb  foi*ce  and  arms,  maliciously 
and  traiterously  eive  and  send  Intelligence  to  the  same  Enemies  tot 
that  purpose,  against  the  Duty  of  his  Allegiance,  against  tbe  form  of 
tbe  Act  of  Assembly  in  such  Case  made  and  provided,  and  againat 
tbe  Peace  and  Dignity  of  the  Commonwealtn  of  Pennsylvania — 
Whereupon,  tbe  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Bucks  is  commanded, 
.that  be  take  tbe  said  John  Elwood,  if  he  may  be  found  in  bis  Baili- 
wick, and  him  safely  keep,  to  answer  to  the  Treason  whereof  be  standi^ 
jndicted;  and  afterwards,  to  wit,  at  the  same  Delivery  of  the  Gaol  oJT 
tbe  County  aforesaid,  on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  October,  in  tbo 
year  aforesaid,  before  the  said  Justices,  here  cometh  tbe  said  John 
Elwood,  under  tbe  custody  of  John  Thompson,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of 
tbe  County  aforesaid,  (in  whose  Custody  in  tbe  Gaol  of  the  County 
aforesaid,  for  tbe  Cause  aforesaid,  be  bad  been  before  committed,) 
being  brought  to  tbe  Bar  here,  in  bis  proper  person  by  tbe  said  She- 
riff, to  whom  fie  is  borettlso  committed  and  fbrtbwitb  being  demanded 
Qonceming  tbe  premises  in  tbe  said  Indictment  above  specified,  and 
cbarged  upon  him  bow  he  will  acquit  bimself  thereof,  he  saith  he  is 
not  guilty  thereof,  and  thereof  for  Good  and  Evil  be  puts  bimself 
upon  tbe  Country,  and  Jonathan  Dickinson  SeV'geant,  Esquire,  who 
prose<$utes  for  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  in  this  Behalf  doth  the 
nke^  wherefore  let  a  Jury  thereupon  here  immediately.' ^ome  BMbre 
the  said  Jostices;^  of  free  and  lawful  men  of  the  saiS'^^nty,  by 
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^om  tbo  Truth  of  the  Htttor  may  be  tbe  better  known,  tnd  wbo 
are  of  no  AQnity  to  the  said  John  Elwood,  to  recognize  upon  their 
Oath  and  Affirmation,  whether  the  said  John  Blwood  be  guilty  of 
the  Treason  in  the  Indictment  aforesaid  above  specified;  or  not 
goiltj,  because,  as  well  the  said  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant,  who 
prosecutes  for  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid  in  this  Behalf,  as  the  said 
John  Elwood  have  put  themselves  upon  the  said  Jury ;  and  the  Ju- 
rors of  the  said  Jury,^y  the  said  Sheriff  for  this  purpose  impanel- 
led and  returned,  to  wit,  Benjamin  Snodgrass,  I>erriek  Hogeland, 
tlllHam  Cornell,  junior,  Joshua  Dungan,  Thomas  Folwell,  Elias 
Dungan,  John  Vanhorn,  farmer,  Francis  IHtus,  John  Johnson,  Ja«> 
cob  Bennett,  Daniel  Lerue  and  Joseph  Yanpelt,  being  called,  come, 
who  bttng  elected,  tried,  sworn  and  affirmed,  to  speak  the  Tmth  of 
and  concerning  the  Premises,  upon  their  Oath  and  Affirmation,  re* 
apectively  do  say,  thai  the  said  John  Elwopd  is  guilty  of  the  Treason 
aforesaid,  on  him  above  charged  in  the  form  aforesaid,  as  by  the  In- 
dictment aforesaid  is  above  supposed  against  him,  and  that  the  said 
John  Elwood,  at  the  Time  of  committing  the  said  Treason,  or  at 
any  time  since  to  this  time  had  not,  nor  hath  any  Goods  of  Chattels^ 
iMada  or  Tenements,  in  the  said  County  ef  Budicsy  or  elsewhere,  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  said  Jurors ;  and  upon  this  it  is  demanded  of 
the  said  John  Elwood,  if  he  hath  ot.  knoweth  any  Thing  to  say, 
-wherefore  the  said  Jostioes  ought  not,  upon  the  premises,  to  proceed 
to  Judgment  against  him,  who  nothing  further  saith,  unless  as  he 
before  had  said;  WherenpoD,  t^  amd  aingukr  the  premises  being 
Been,  and  by  the  Court  here  ^lly  understood.  It  is  considered  by  the 
Court  i|ere  tha^  the  said  John  Elwppd  be  hanged  by  the  Neck  till 
he  be  dead. 

A  true  Transcript  of  the  Beoord. 

BDW,  BUKD,  CL  Our  *   . 


CouBrcHi  ffo  Sijsub.  GiraiASBy  1778. 

InConncil,  o.        :    . 

Philadelphia,  OctMm  S3d,  1778. 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  17th  instant. 

Agreeable  to  your  requisition  made  to  the  Congress,  Mr.  Straker 
is  now  oonfined  in  the  New  Gaolof  •tfai»'sity,  «nd  nnder  the  disposal 
of  your  Honour,  as  Minister  Plwi(p4ii)ili^iary  of  His  Most  Christian 

*  See<7ol..E^oord8,  YoL  XT.,  p.  624,  when  he  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged 
on  2d  Dec.  He  was  repxifTed  ou  80ih  ^l*t  (there  being  some  doabts  ef  bis 
sanity)  till  2d  January.  He  was  on  the  81  st  Deo.  further  reprieved  for  60 
days,  wbioh  is  the  last  notloe  ire  have  found  in  the  Reoords.  See  pp.  081, 
653,  Vol.  XL 


68  PBNNSTLYAmA  ABOHITBa  1778.  ^ 

Ifftjeflty.    AMtl  iodi^KMBtioiii  I«m  infomed,  bat  pEtTeated  his  be- 
ing sooner  committed. 

The  datj  which.  I  owe  to  a  oitixen  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlyaniai 
obligee  me  to  trouble  yon  again  with  an  application  for  his  discharge^ 
The  state  of  Mr.  Sinker's  health  ia  snoh^  as  makes  confinement 
dangerous  to  him. 

The  Council,  in  this  i4[>pIication,  wish  to  be  understood  to  paj  all 
due  respect  to  the  pmbliek  character,  which  you  bear,  and  every 
mark  of  politeness  and  attention  to  yon.  I  impute  any  impro- 
priety in  the  behaTiour  of  Mr.  Straker,  in  his  application  to  ^ou  te 
his  want  of  information,  in  a  case  which  is  entirely  new  m  this 
country,  and  not  to  a  dengned  disrespect.  The  consideration  of  his 
own  interest  and  oonvenienoy  must  have  prevented  sock  desigpi. 
I  ami  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Tour  honoun  most  obedient 

and  yeiy  humble  serrant, 

G.  B.,  V.  P. 
The  Honeurable  Sieur  Oerard, 
Miuiitor  Plenipotentiury  of  His  Moat  Christiaa  M^esty. 


MONBIBUE  ObEABS  10  OOUHOIL,  1778. 

A  Phihdelphie,  le  24  Sbre,  1778. 
Monsieur, 

J'ai  regu  la  lettre  que  yous  m'aves  &it  Thonneur  de  m'#crire  en  - 
datte.  du  ^8  de  ce  mote  en  r^ponse  k  la  lettre  du  17.* 

J'y  vois  que  William  Straker  est  en  prison,  mais  Yous  ne  mo 
fiutes  pas  rhonneur  de  me  parler  des  deux  n^gres  esclaves  qui  sont 
^galement  compris  dans  ma  requisition  an  Congr^.  Gette  seconde 
condition  n'esi  pas  moias  n^cessaire  ^e  la  premi^  et  ce  ne  sera 

Sine  quand  elle  aura  et^  ez^utee  que  je  ponrrai  m'ezpliquer  sur  le 
ond  de  la  mati^re  et  yous  donner,  Monsieur^  ainsi  qn'au  Gonseil  de 
TEtat,  des  prefijea  de  mon  attachement,  de  mes  egards^  et  de  ma 
d6f(§rence. 
J'ai  rhonneur  d'6tre  ayec  les  sentimens  les  plus  respectueuz, 
Monsieur, 

Yotte  tfda  tMiUC'eti  trte 

4ihimmt  tServHenr, 

'  i  OERABS. 

Mr.  Bryant,  Vice  President  de  I'Etat  de  Pensylvanie. 

*  See  page  17,  61. 
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Major  WjenttBOOK  to  Ool.  Jacob  StaoiTD. 

Sear  Sir,  ^ 

I  saod  you  the  afidavis  of  Two  persons  which  has  had  the  operto- 
aiiy  of  Con  versing  with  some  of  the  Party  that  was  with  Brant  io 
Doing  the  Misohief  att  Peainpaek,  and  to  my  sorrow  I  acquaint  you 
it  has  strode  the  People  in  Oeneral  with  such  fear  that  thev  are  9 
moving  away  from  the  uper  End  of  the  minesink  very  fast.  If  there 
k  Not  some  means  Taken  Jo  Stop  the  Enemy  the  whole  of  the  In- 
habiteaee  will  move  from  this  Plaoe,  and,  if  so,  pray  what  will  be 
Consiqnenee  ?  Rain  and  distruotion  will  EUnediatly  follow. 
I  am  Sin 

Yonr  Hu"*  Serv*, 

SAML.  WESTBROOK,  Major. 
Sandiston,  Oot  24, 1778. 
To  Gel.  Jftoob  Stroud. 


CoLONBL  Jacob  Steoud  to  CouNCfiL,  1778. 

Fort  Penuj  Octobor  the  25th^  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  heare  send  with  the  Bearer  the  Copey  of  Two  Mens  Oathes,  and 
by  other  sironmstances  as  wee  can  fully  Learn,  That  the  Indeons 
and  Torejs  are  gon  np  to  Coshishton  with  their  Plunder,  and  Expect 
there  to  get  more  ReinforsmentSi  and  to  be  Down  Emediately  on  us; 
porha^  when  you  see  the  oathes  of  these  people  that  was  sworn  a( 
Mif^aink^you  may  not  fully  persieve  why  These  Toreys  that  is  there 
apdce  of  ataya  in  them  woods,  but  I  will  Relate  a  little  fuller :  a 
mat  part  ef  th^se  Toreys  that  has  been  seen  theire  is  persons  that 
has  there  wives  and  fameleys  and  RelationS|  and  indeed  Corres- 
pondanoe  in  the  settlement,  and  I  am  apprehensive  That  the  Councyl 
and  your  Honour  Dos  not  persive  how  this  settlement  and  Wyoming 
Lyes,  as  Wyoming  can  bo  of  no  service  to  us  as  a  frunteer  from  the 
Indeons  and  Toreys  from  Cosishton  and  Cook  house,  and  That 
Quarter,  if  you  will  please  to  Take  the  map  and  Look  in  that  there, 
YOU  may  see  that  Wyoming  with  a  small  pafty,  hardly  able  to  keep 
That  foit  can  be  of  any  Safety  to  us  from  up  Delawar,  as  these  In- 
deons Ti;t^t  we  feare  ic'Al  fall  on  us  will  come  down  Delawar  River 
with  Uf  oiwes  dowa  to  the  mouth  of  Mahaughkamack  Crick,  which  is 
just  above  Oir  settlement,  as  they  did  Last;  or  perhaps  they  may 
Gome  a  little  Lower,  as  they  may  find  Convenient,  as  I  know  of 
nothing  to  prevant  them ;  for  I  assure  you  there  is  very  few  peoplo 
Iieft  above  Manuel  Qonsaleses  mill,  which  is  12  ipiles  from  My 
h6use,  and  Back  of  me,  between  me  and  the  great  awao^p.  There 
is  no  settlement,  but  the  bare  woods,  now  if  it  Can  bethought  Best 
not  to  have  the  frunteer  heare,  I  could  wish  the  Councyl  in  their 
wisdom  would  point  out  the  place.    Indeons  is  not  like  our  other 
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Ennemys,  tlat  wee  can  live  with  them  and  abought  theoii  1>at  whare 
they  have  there  Camp  for  tl)fy  Distroy  all ;  and  aa  for  the  other 
ace*  that  wee  sent  with  Esq'  Yancamp,  the  oath  of  that  woman,  the 
Indeona  came  neer  the  time  she  spoke  of,  and  had  it  not. been  for 
the  high  weatters,  they  would  have  done  mnuh  more  Mischief,  for 
there  was  nothing  to  hinder  them,  for  it  was  Two  Days  after  they 
was  eon  before  the  Malitia  conld  be  ooUected  all ;  fto  I  must  Leave 
the  Matter  with  you  and  the  Counoyl.  Hoping  you  will  do  at  this 
Distressing  time  something  for  as,  and  to  give  ns  Relief,  as  wee  have 
oar  Eyes  on  you,  as  wee  have  no  other  place  to  ftpply  to  for  Relief. 
I  am;  SiFr  year  very  amble  scrv't, 

JACOB  STROUD, 


General  Anthoky  Watnb  to  Assbmblt,  1778. 

State  of  New  Tork 
Camp  near  Fredericksbarg;  26th  Oot.^  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  takep  the  Liberty  to  Enclose  a  Return  of  the  strength  b 
Condition  of  the  ISight  Penns'  Regiments  under  my  Command,  to- 
gether with  Letters  fr^^m  two  Recruiting  Officers  to  Coh  Rich'  But> 
ier,  Complaining  of  the  want  of  Money  to  facilitate  the  necessary 
service  upon  which  they  were  sent. 

The  Honorable  House  will  be  Convinced  by  the  Returns,  that 
these  Regiments  are  far  short  of  their  Complement  of  men; ~ the 
first  Brigade  being  813  Deficient,  &  the  second  950. 

The  other  States  are  Completing  their  Regiments  with  great 
Rapidity  in  pursuance  of  a  late  Resolve  of  Congress,  Impowering 
His  Excellency  Oenl.  Washington,  to  furnish  the  Officers  of  the 
Respective  States,  with  Money  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  ReinRst- 
inff  ail  their  Drafts  or  substitutes  for  three  years,  or  During  the  War^ 

I  here  beg  leave  to  Remind  the  Hon^'<>  House  that  early  last 
spring  Congress  Recommended  to  the  several  States  to  use  every 
possible  exertion  to  Complete  their  Quota  of  men  by  Draughts  or 
Substitutes  for  nine  months,  or  during  the  Campaign;  this  was 
done  in  every  State  except  Penns*,  who  by  a  Liberal  Bounty  ex- 
pected to  have  furnished  their  Quota  for  the  War,  but  the  particular 
situation  that  we  were  then  in,  from  the  Enemy  being  in  posses- 
sion of  our  Capital,  added  to  the  appearance  of  an  Indian  War  on 
our  fronteers,  prevented  us  from  meeting  with  thi^t  success  in 
Recruiting  that  we  otherwise  had  reason  to  expect. 

These  Difficulties  being  now  in  a  great  measure  Removed,  T  have 
not  the  least  Doubt  but  by  the  Countenance  and  Direction  of  yoat 
Honourabler^House^  we  shall  with  great  facility  Complete  our  Quota 
of  men,  and  once  more  assume  that  Rank  &  maintain  that  Conse- 
quence among  the  Other  States,  which  from  our  Wealthy  Numberii^ 
a  former  services,  we  are  Entitled  to  hold.  ''^'  ^    " 
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I  liave  Detalohed  one  or  more  Oflbers  from  each  Regiment  on  the 
Becmiting  Service — they  have  been  some  time  on  that  dnty— will 
tiie  Honorable  Hoose  please  to  give  them  sooh  Instmotions  as  thej 
mnj  think  moat  likely  to  facilitate  that  Essential  bosinesa. 

Please  to  present  my  most  Respeetfnl  Compliments  to  Uie  Honse, 
and  asanre  tbem  that  1  shall  Esteem  myself  highly  Honored  by  their 
Oommandsy  ft  that  I  shall  always  be  Beady  to  serve  them  with  Uie 
best  Service  of  their  &  your 

Moat  Ob't  «id  veiy  Horn!  Ser't, 

AN!iy  WAYNE,  B.  G., 

Gomm*  th«  Penn*  Line. 
I)irec(ed.^The  Speaker  of  the  Hon"*  Honse  of  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  PennsF. 


Wm*  Thompsoh  to  Col.  Bioharb  BuTLstt,  1778. 

Philadelphia;  October  6th,  1778. 
P^'  CoL, 

I  am  sorry  that  it  is  b  my  Power  to  Inform  yon  that  the  Conncil 
has  Befiiesea  money  for  the  Becmiting  Service,  on  account,  as  they 
ftay  the  have  raised  their  Qaota  of  Troops.  I  have  acquainted  the 
Counml  of  die  strength  of  the  Penn^ylv*  Line,  which  is  far  short  of 
their  Quota,  but  I  feer  to  no  service^  as  they  again  hinted  that  the 
war  wold  be  shortly  finished,  and  there  was  no  need  for  throwing 
the  State  to  &rther  Expenoea;  I  wish  it  may  be  the  case.  I  farther 
noquainted  tlieita,  that  in  the  areogemenl  of  the  army  there  was  no 
men  tranaferd  to  your  Beg* ;  thev  seemed  to  think  that  they  ware  In- 
clined to  advance  more  money  ror  the  purpose  of  filling  the  same, 
but  has  Giv^n  no  money  as  yet.  I  havd  borrowed  to  the  amount  of 
700  Dollars  to  Carry  on  the  Bedmitmg  Service  since  I  have  been  in 
town,  but  now  oannot  Proceed  aby  farther  for  want  of  money— Six- 
teen fine  young  men  I  have  refused  for  want  of  money,  but  not 
without  aoquenting  the  Council,  there  aiiswer  was  that  they  had  not 
money  at  that  time  or  they  wold  aupi^y  mA  with  it  I  am  of  the 
oppenion  that  if  the  CoL  wold  right  to  Council  concerning  the 
matter,  that  the  Conncil  would  advance  money  so  far  as  to  make 
yonr  Beg*  eaquel  with  others.  Sir,  I  sent  you  14  recruits  in  Care 
with  Cap*  Lan^,  L*  Swyler,  L*  Ashton,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with 
your  approbation ;  four  more  I  have  in  town.  Capt  Pearson  &  I 
wates  your  further  orders. 

Sur,  I  am  your  moat  obedient 

and  Humble  Serv*, 

WM.  THOMPSON. 

P.  8.  Sir,  please  to  give  tany  Compliments  to  Col.  North,  Major 
Nichols,  and  all  the  Gentlemen  officers. 

Direcled.— tor  Col.  Bich'd  Butler,  0th  Pennsylv*  Beg*  at  Head 
Quarters.     ^  iavor  GfU  Humphreys. 
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5 

14 
2 
1 
1 
8 
2 

15 
5 
5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


5 

28 
69 
1 
29 
6 
1 
8 
1 
1 
8 
5 
2 
1 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 


His  Ez'cys  Gaard, 

Cor'sIateMorganSf 

Liffht  Infantry, 

Bollock  Guard, 

Waggoners, 

Surveying, 

At  the  lines, 

Gen'l  Officers, 

Cap"  Chambers, 

Com^  Generals, 

Peeks  Kill, 

Cloath'  Gen"», 

Weeks  Command, 

Doing  daty  Camp, 

Baking, 

Reomiting, 

Haokensaek, 

Col.  Frasier's,     ' 

Wait'Fre-^Cree^ 

Col.  Johnston's, 

Butcher, 

FishkiU, 

Taylor, 

Valley  Forge, 

Potsgrove, 

CoLNagle, 

Corny  Gen"*  Guard, 

Armourer, 

Uncertain, 

Wright's  Stores. 


FRA'S  JOHNSTON, 
Col.  Comm'g  2nd 
P.  Brigade. 
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A  Ebt0eh  of  thb  Pbitnsyivania  Bkioads  o»  Foot, 


REGIMENTS. 

Officers  Pb£8i:>t. 

Non 

iFie 

Id.    Commis'd.       Staff. 

Gommia'd, 

GOLONSLS                    1 

Navis.                I 

H 

1  1 

I 

1        ^ 

mi 

1 
lllllj 

1 

Chambers. 

1  1 

2 

2  mil 

111    111210 

2 

Stewart.                        1 

1   8 

3 

2         111 

11    11121,17 

7 

Irrin. 

11   2 

3 

8         111 

1  1 1  1 1 1 18  7 

10 

Uumpton.                        1 

11    8 
24  9 
1      2 

5 

18 

1 

1 
7     11483 
2 

III    11516 

Total.                 11 

S4  3884  6l|60 

Siok  Present.                        1 

5  i 

Sick  Absent. 

1 

2 

11 

1                8  1 

On  Furlough.                    2 

I      1 

2 

1            1 

11         1 

Secmiting. 

5 

7 

18             1 

14  5 

On  Command.                   1 

4 

4 

11 

T 

As  Pay  Master. 

2 

As  Adjutants. 

1 

11 

As  Quarter  Mast^n, 

1 

11 

Prisoners  of  War. 

1 

1 

Surveying. 

1 

Arrested. 

1 

On  Parole. 

1 

Total.                 4 

1426 

S4 

WTwJl 

4  44484'9l|58 
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Goum'd  by  Col.  Waltbb  Stbwart,  Esqr.,  Oct.  24, 1778. 


Hunk  &  FUe. 


WaaUDg  to 
Compleate. 


I 


154 


2S048 


136 
184 


17 


16 


758 


95 


1430 


78 


82 
67 
33 
83 


265 


I 


in 


Alterations  siace 
last. 


274 
419 
194 


316     3 


12  120S 


4    92801 

2      I  86 

10    6  3101 


I88jl 
19  15;813'2 


It 
1 1 


Joined. 


1i? 


HENBT  UoGOBHIGE,  M.  B. 
WALTER  STEWART, 

Odoael  OommaQdant 


^Xt>Y..: 


70  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCIHIVES  1778. 

John  Pbakson  to ^  1778. 

PUlad'a;  6th  October,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  yery  sorry  I  am  obliged  to  stop  the  Important  Basness  I  was 
sent  uppon,  in  procoring  men  for  the  Reg*.  I  have  this  Day  ap- 
plyed  to  Coansill  for  money,  Mr.  Matlack  tells  me  he  will  have 
nothing  to  due  in  the  matter  in  either  giving  me  money  or  settling 
my  account.  I  then  applyed  to  Col.  Nopg,  one  of  the  members, 
after  laying  my  accpunt  before  the  Board  for  several  Day— he  give 
me  thb  answer,  that  he  could  not  procure  me  an  Order  for  money, 
&  that  it  was  Needless  for  me  to  Wait  upon  the  Counoill  any  more. 
Mr.  Matlack  told  me  if  he  had  the  Begulatien  of  the  matter  he 
would  Order  every  one  of  the  Eeoruiting  Officers  to  Camp  Emedi- 
ately  &  not  giye  them  a  farthing  of  money,  which  I  thought  vony 
odd — men  are  onmminff  dayly  to  me  to  Enlist  &  am  obliged  to  i^* 
.  fuse  them,  merely  for  the  Love  of  the  Service  k  the  Benefit  of  the 
Beg*.  I  whent  and  borrowed  one  hundred  pounds  to  pay  five  fine 
fellow,  who  came  to  me  to  offer  their  servis,  &  no  cant  git  a  far- 
thing of  it,  and  am  obliged  to  Keep  my  friend  out  of  his  money  till 
I  can  by  some  means  have  my  Recruiting  account  settled.  God 
knows  cure  Ezpenoe  bete  is  verry  great,  let  alone  Keeping  us  doing 
of  nothing.  As  I  am  oonfident  you  are  sensible  of  the  Ezpence  that 
we  are  at,  I  need  not  mention  it  to  you.  Lieu*  Henery  Becker,  that 
Col.  North  ordered  to  call  on  me  for  my  Recruits  is  not  come  to 
town  yet,  but  Is  expected  every  day,  h  as  soon  as  he  comes  I  shall 
Dbpatch  him  of  with  them  Bmediately.  I  have  Lost  a  good  many 
men  for  the  whant  of  money  to  pay  them  of,  according  to  promise. 
After  passing  them  the  Muster  Master,  there  remaining  Siz^  Dol- 
lars Ordered  to  be  giving  by  my  instrucking,  which  has  giving  me 
mat  uneasincsB.  I  need  not  Enlarge  any  further  on  this  subject, 
but  shall  wait  your  answer. 

Remaining  your  to  Command, 

JOHN  PEARSON. 


Council  to  Mons.  Gbbarb,  1778. 

In  Council, 

PhUadelphia,  October  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  favour  of  the  24th  instant,*  and  have 
made  enquiry  concerning  the  negroes  mentioned  as  having  been 
demanded  by  youof  Congress,  to  be  committed  to  Goal  and  subjeoted 
to  your  disposal. 

*See  page  62, 
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It  appears  fiat  one  of  th«iii,  a  negro  CKrI,  ia  comniitlied  to  Goal, 
the  other,  a  negro  man,  the  Gommisaary  of  Priaoners  has  not  been 
able  to  find.  Mr.  StnJ^er  has  been  ealled  upon,  and  he  repreaenta 
that  the  said  negro  man  was  not,  at  the  time  of  hia  elopement,  in 
the  poaseasion  of  Mr.  Straker,  and  he  haa  given  tome  theatrongaat^ 
aaanranoe  that  he  does  not  know  where  the  said  negro  man  is,  or  any 
thing  eonceming  hia  oonoealment ;  on  the  eontrarj,  he  offers  his  nt- 
moet  assiatanoe  in  making  enquiry  after,  secnring  and  delivering 
him  into  the  disposal  of  yonr  hononr.  From  this  representation,  it 
aeema  that  Mr.  Straker  onght  not  to  be  detained,  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  the  Slave  in  question. 

The  state  of  Mr.  Straker'a  health  induces  me  again  to  request 
that  your  honour  will  not  delay  to  determine  on  his  case,  longer  than 
ia  absolutely  necessary. 

The  Hn'ble  the  Sieur  Gerard,  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 


Wm.  Straker  to  V.  P.  Bryah,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  find  from  my  B',  Mr.  James  Budden,  that  Mens*  Gerard  re- 
quires the  negro,  who  went  away,  shou'd  be  returned  before  we  can 
have  a  final  answer.  I  must  beg  the  Liberty  to  inform  your  hohdil 
that  the  negro  in  question  was  deiiver'd  with  the  rest  to  Mons^  (jrer- 
rard ;  that  some  time  past  he  came  and  informed  me,  that  one  of  the 
white  servants  had  beat  &  used  him  III,  &  I  found  would  have  made 
many  pretences  to  have  continued  in  my  family,  but  knowiug  too 
well  theoonaequencea  of  such  a  proceeding  against  public  authority, 
&  atill  hoping  to  be  considered  as  a  resident  &  having  my  property 
restored,  1  oraer^d  him  immediately  to  return  to  Mens'  Gerrara ;  he 
promised  to  obey  every  thing  I  directed,  but  find,  instead  of  which, 
he  has  absented  himself  ever  since.  I  have  offered  my  honor,  & 
every  thinff  that  was  sacred,  that  I  know  nothiug  of  the  negro,  but 
as  I  find  that  Inafeotiml,  have  enoloaed  my  own  &poaition,  with  that 
of  several  of  my  family,  that  we  know  not  the  time  or  place  where 
he  18  secreted,  that  we  wiQ  nae  every  measure  in  onr  povet  to  dic^ 
eorer  him,  ft  ahonld  we  be  happy  enoggk  to  aueceed,  wfll  immedi- 
ately deliver  him  up  to  the  Sieur  Gerrara.  ius  I  am  axtieam^  nn« 
well,  ft  fearing  lest  my  ilness  should  increase,  ^md  sender  me  iucapa- 
ble  of  adressing  your  honor  again  on  the  subj^ect,  you'I  give  me 
leave,  thro'  this  Channel,  to  sp^  the  sentiments  of  a  man  who  finds 
himself  eztreamly  hurt  by  many  misrepresentations  made  to  the  Mi- 
nister much  to  his  prejudice.  It  is  not  natural,  from  his  general 
character,  to  treat  any  person  irith  rigour,  his  humanity  ft  lenity  is 
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Gapt.  John  Niilsoh  to  Exscutitb  Council,  1778. 

Moontbetheli  Northampton  Gonntyi 

NoT^r  the  2d,  1778. 
QentlemeD, 

I  Beg  leave  to  infonn  joa  that  a  part  of  my  Company,  at  the 
time  the  Militia  Law  took  plaoe,  was  seperated  from  me,  and  hath 
not  Begolarly  joind  any  Battalion  whioh  aroee  from  my  Company, 
haveing  to  join  a  Battalion  whioh  they  did  not  fonneriy  belong  to, 
which  oaos'  a  great  Distorbanee. 

To  paoify  ti^  people,  the  Lientenants  of  the  County  allowed  the 
Company  to  Divide  into  two,  &  eaoh  part  to  have  Offioen,  which 
aooodliogly  was  chosen,  and  the  Offioera  of  the  Company  which  left 
me  was  never  Commiflsioned,  and  they  have  still  oeen  exempted 
from  taking  their  Towr  of  Daty  b  the  Militia,  which  Greatly  Biin- 
tbfys  and  Dispirits  my  Company,  who  always  have  been  forward  in 
Defence  of  their  Oonntry. 

I  beg  Council  would  take  it  under  Consideration,  and  direct  pro- 
per means  that  it  may  be  Ratified. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  friend  ft 

humble  Servant, 

JOHN  NEILSON,  Capi 
to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  Prerident  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Robert  Oalbraith  to  Exhcutivb  Cottncil,  1778. 

To  his  Excellenqr,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council* 

May  it  pleaso  your  Bxeelleney,  the  situation  of  my  aflSurs  is  such, 
that  I  find  it  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  hold  the  ofiicea  which  I 
had  the  honour  of  being  appointed  to,  in  the  County  of  Bedford, 
any  longer,  having  removed  to  York  Town,  where  I  now  reside. 

I  therefore  beg  leave  to  resign,  and  do  hereby  resign  the  offices 
of  Prothonotary,  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  Clerk  of  the  Orphan's  Court, 
Becorder  of  Deeds  and  Begbter  for  the  Probate  of  Wills,  &f .,  as 
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also  the  Gommission  of  tbe  Peace  which  I  hold  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Bedford,  and  pra/  that  this  may  be  accepted  of  as  a  restgnation.  • 
I  am  with  the  greatest 

respect^  yonr  Szcellency'S; 

and  the  Honourable  Councils 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

BOBEBT  GALBBAITH. 
York  Town,  November  4th,  1778. 


Ph.  Schutlbb  to  President  op  Congress,  1778. 

Albany,  Nov.  2, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  just  now  honored  with  your  obliging  fivor  of  the  17  uh., 
for  which  I  return  yon  many  thanks. 

The  inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  Letter  I  yesterday  received  from  Mr. 
I>eane. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  &  esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  ob.  hb.  Serv*, 

PH.  SCHOYLEB. 
Directed^ 

His  Sxodk  H.  Laurens,  Esq.,  Pres<  of  Congress. 


Bbsolutxon  01*  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  5  Nov',  1778. 
Besolved, 

.  That  the  three  companies  commanded  hy  Cpt'  Clng^e,  Black, 
&  McDonald,  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  rensylvania 
be  reinlbted  ft  compleated  to  their  full  complement  for.  the  space  Of 
one  year  from  the  15*^  day  of  December  next  unless  sooner  discharged 
by  Congress. 

That  every  non  commissioned  officer  &  private  enlisting  in  the  said 
companies  receive  as  a  hounty  a  suit  of  deaths  to  consist  of  the 
articles  usually  allowed  the  continental  troops,  &  that  it  be  stipulated 
with  the  said  non  oomaissioned  officers  &  privates  so  enlisting  that 


7«  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHjyES  1778. 

tbey  shall  not  be  removed  from  the  froatien  of  the  said  Stftie  en  anj 
aopqaDt  whatsoever,  except  on  expeditions  agaiast  the  Indians. 
Extract  from  the  minutes* 

BELCHER  P.  SxMITH,  for 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Mabinb  Committbb  op  Gonobess  to  v.  p.  Bryih,  1778. 

Marine  Committee, 

Philad*  Novem'  7th,  1778, 
Gentlemen, 

The  Minister  of  France  having  applied  to  this  Committee  for  the 
nse  of  a  small  Yessel  to  precede  the  French  frigate  Chemere  down 
the  Bay  of  Pelaware  for  the  purpose  of  reoonnoitering ;  and  as  it  is 
not  in  our  power  to  furnish  a  suitable  Yessel,  we  request  the  favour 
that  jon  woud  order  the  State  Sloop  commanded  by  Captain  Waik,* 
to  go.  on  ttiis  sorvieo  when  required,  of  which  we  shall  give  him 
notice. 

We  ahall  pay  any  ezpences  that  may  arise  daring  the  time  we 
have  the  loan  of  the  Sloop,  and  shall  thankfully  acknowledge  tho 
favour. 

We  have'  the  honor  to  be 

Gent«,  your  most  oled.  '8erv%' 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

^.        ,  8.  ADAMS. 

Directed^ 

The  Honorable  the  Vice  Pie«i4ent  ik  ConneU  pf  Pem^ylrania. 


Rbsolution  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  7  Nov',  1778. 
The  oommiitfle  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  David  Franks  to 

Moses  Franks,  &c.,  brought  in  a  report,  whereupon. 
Sesolved, 

That  the  fetter  of  David  Franks  of  the  18«*  day  of  Ootoher  last,  k 
^e  proceedings  of  Congress  thereon,  be  transmitted  to  the  Supisme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensykonia,  k  that  he  be  no 
longer  oonsidered  as  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States. 
Sxtract  from  the  minutes, 

BEL'  P.  SMITH,  for 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sce'y. 
*  Sep  CoL  fieo.  VoL  XL,^.  61d.    . 
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Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  V.  P;  Bbtan,  1778» 

Nov  7th,  1778. 
S', 

I  «■  ififomed  bj  CpI.  Bradford  tbftt  the  time  for  wbick  the  Tth 
olass  of  Militia  was  called  oat  expires  next  Saturday;  I  request  voa 
will  apply  to  the  Hon.  Gonneil  for  an  order  to  call  out  another  ebss 
that  it  may  be  ready  to  do  duty  by  that  time. 
I  am  S'';  your 

most  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


Council  to  Assbhblt,  1778. 

In  Council^ 

Philadelphia,  Nor.  9, 1778.* 
Oentlemeii| 

We  take  thia  early  opportunity  of  eongratulating  you  on  the  pros^* 
peot  of  the  approaobing  abandon  of  the  City  of  New  York,  k  per* 
ha|Ni,  the  Tecrilory  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Land  Tories,  of  a 
eroel  Baemy,  desponding  of  suooess  in  thebr  mighty  attempt  to  enslave 
as.  Highly  faroored  by  the  great  disposer  of  human  affairs,  the 
Americans  have,  after  a  9is\tggU  comparatively  short,  established 
their  Liberty  A  independence.  The  Swiss  &  Low  Dutch  long  en« 
dured  the  evils  of  War,  &  had  much  severer  conflicts  .with  theic 
ei^reasors.  Bat  ao  l^ple  in  aay  cme  ever  had  clearer  reason  to 
asoribe  all  their  salvation  to  God  alone  than  we  have;  not  to  ouir 
own  efforts,  for  we  were  feeUe  and  unskilled  |  not  to  our  Tichea  or 
leveaaes,  ibr  we  were  poor  and  unprovided  *,  not  to  early  St  great  aid 
fipMa  abroad,  for  the  Enemy  was  exhausted  in  th^r  resources ;  one 
g^aat  army  redaoed  to  aarrender,  &  the  other  ready  to  retire,  before 
any  ally  appeared.  It  is  solely  to  the  internosition  of  the  most  high, 
who  disposeth  of  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world  as  he  pleaseth,  that  all 
oar  saocess  moat  be  ascribed.  May  all  the  victory  and  all  the  hoaor 
thereof,  be  thankfully  given  to  him  by  the  Beneficiaries  of  his 
goodness. 

Among  the  various  Benefits  arising  from  this  decline  of  the 
Enemys  strength,  the  states  lately  invaded,  and  this  state  in  particu- 
lar, will  be  immediately  relieved,  as  to  the  march  of  their  militia,  ao 
distressing  to  hasbaadry  &  manufactureMB ;  for  the  chastisement  of 
the  perfidious  savages  will  now  be  the  easy  aad  proper  employ  of  tha 
federal  Troops* 

.    •  «ee  QoL  Sec^  V<^  XI.,  p.  618. 
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With  this  Message  you  have  three  Acts  of  Congress.  The  first  of 
the  2d  of  October  last,  reoommeQds  a  continaatioQ  of  the  Embargo 
on  provisions  lajed  by  the  late  Assembly,  with  the  grant  of  powers 
of  a  summary  and  extraordinary  nature  for  seizing  for  the  supply  of 
the  French  army  &  the  French  fleet,  Grain  &  flonr  forestidled,  & 
pointing  out  some  additional  cautions  proper  to  prevent  frauds  in 
supplying  the  Eastern  states,  recommended  by  a  former  aet  of  the 
5th  of  Sept.  last,  among  the  papers  of  y  house. 
^  On  this,  Council  would  observe,  that  a  prolongation  of  the  Embargo, 
which  expires  on  the  2dth  Instant,  would  probably  attain  the  ends 
proposed  by  the  authorities  asked }  authorities  of  so  high  a  nature, 
that  if  constitutional,  the  present  situation  of  affairs  will  not  warrant. 
The  supply  of  the  Eastern  states  &  of  the  sea  &  Land  foroes  there 
oughty  we  suppose,  to  be  gotten  from  the  Bay  of  Chesapeak.  Ex- 
hausted as  we  are,  the  main  federal  Army  cannot  depend  on  the 
Middle  States  for  its  sustenance.  The  late  Assembly,  therefore, 
made  no  relaxation  in  favor  of  New  England.  On  the  contrary, 
perhaps,  it  may  be  ex^dient  to  prohibit  the  distilling  of  all  sorts  of 
Corn  for  six  months,  to  prevent  inconvenience. 

On  Enquiry  it  does  not  appear  that  the  2d  Act  of  Congress,  which 
is  of  the  5th  of  October  last,  eoneeming  bills  of  Credit  emitted  under 
the  Crown,  of  B.  has  any  reference  to  this  state.  Yet,  as  it  brings  the 
old  paper  money  into  view,  occasion  is  given  to  say  that  it  deserves 
consideration,  whether  the  Aet  of  the  late  Assembly  stopping  the 
eireulation  of  those  bills,  tho'  highly  necessary  to  prevent  the  de- 
praving of  the  Congress  bills,  &  to  hinder  the  progress  of  fraud,  ww 
sufficiently  published  to  justify  the  taking  advantage  of  the  omission 
of  the  possessors  in  not  bringing  them  in  to  the  Treasurer  at  or  be- 
fore the  day  prefixed;  especially  as  only  £22^000  of  them  have  been 
brought  in. 

The  3d  Act  of  this  honourable  Bodv  earnestly  recommends  to  you 
ihe  suppression  of  Theatrical  Entertainments,  horse-racing,  gaming, 
ft  other  diversionsi  which  are  commonly  productive  of  Idleness,  dis- 
sipation ft  a  general  depravity  of  principles  ft  manners.  In  this 
view  the  late  Assembly  published  a  bill  for  consideration.  Without 
doubt  you  will  make  suitable  regulations  on  this  important  subject. 

After  referring  to  our  Message  to  the  late  Assembly,  dated  the 
7th  day  of  August  last,  for  divers  matters,  which  need  not  be  re- 
peated now,  we  take  the  Liberty  of  recollecting  to  your  honourable 
House  the  neoess|ty  of  providing  a  Tribunal  of  Appeals  from  the 
Courts  of  Law,  mentioned  last  spring  to  the  late  Assembly.  Per- 
haps nothing  under  the  late  Government  was  a  more  express  badge 
of  Slavery,  than  the  necessity  which  the  good  people  of  this,  ft  the 
other  confederate  States  were  under  to  cross  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  ft 
seek  for  preoarious  justice  at  a  vast  expenoe  in  Europe.  But  the 
Court  of  the  King,  in  Council,  being  now  dissolved,  a  new  Juris- 
diction to  decide  in  oomplaints  of  Error  in  judgment  at  Common 
LaW|  18  indispensible.    Without  it^  oar  ayatea  of  jurisprudence  is 
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defeotm,  &  right  eannoft  be  obtained.  The  same  Jadges  might  also 
lenad  decrees  not  in  prise  eauses  in  the  Admiralty.  Some  persons 
have  proposed  to  establish  these  anthoritios  in  our  Board ;  but  as  it 
would  mix  the  Judicial  with  the  poLtical  ezeontive,  &  oontradiot  the 
Spirit  of  the  Constitution,  &  the  best  authorities  on  ffOTernment,  we 
wish  it  may  be  aroided,  observing  to  you  that  the  members  of 
CouDoil,  ou|^t  not  to  be  suppoMd  competent  to  disonssions  merely 
legal,  &  that  the  stream  of  Justice  ought  to  be  kept  dear  &  steady, 
tbo'  it  cost  some  public  money.  As  the  business  of  this  nature 
will  probably  be  small,  the  appointments  may  be  proportionable. 
We  ha?e  been  lately  informed,  that  the  Auditors  of  Aooonnts,  ap- 
pointed by  an  Act  of  the  last  sitting  of  Assembly,  decline  actings 
it  is  therefore  proper  that  you  name  othors. 

The  late  Assembly  wag  fiiraished  with  heads  of  a  bill  for  manu- 
miting  in&nt  negroes,  born  of  Slares,  by  which  the  gradual  aboli- 
tioQ  oi  Serritodo  for  life  would  be  obtained,  in  an  easy  mode.  It  is 
not  proposed  that  the  present  SUves^  most  of  whom  are  scarcely 
competent  of  freedom  should  be  meddled  with,  hut  all  importation 
fflust  be  forbid  if  the  Idea  be  adopted.  This  or  some  better  scheme 
would  tend  to  abrogate  Slavery,  the  opjMrobrium  of  America,  from 
snoDg  us,  and  no  period  seems  more  happy  for  the  attempt  than  the 
present,  as  the  number  of  such  unhappy  characters,  ever  few  in 
renasylvania,  has  been  much  reduced  by  the  practices  &  plunder  of 
our  late  invaders.  In  divesting  the  State  of  Slaves  you  will  equally 
serve  the  cause  of  humanity  &  policy,  &  offer  to  Ood  one  of  the  most 
proper  &  best  returns  of  Gratitude  for  his  great  deliverance  of  us  & 
Qur  posterity  firom  Thraldom.  Tou  will  also  set  y  character  for 
Justice  &  Benevolence  in  a  true  point  of  view  to  all  Europe,  who 
sre  astonished  to  see  a  people  eager  for  liberty  holding  Negroes  in 
Bondage. 

We  fed  oorselves  under  some  constraint  to  say»  that  the  present 
mode  of  Isoing  marriage  Licences  is  very  liable  to  abuse,  &  as  the 
laws  on  that  subject  now  Stand,  especially  as  they  were  interpreted 
not  hmg  siBoe  in  a  Court  of  justice,  all  the  cautions  on  them  are  be- 
come nugatory.  The  peace  of  &milies,  &  the  public  good  are  so 
nearly  conneeted  with  the  matrimonial  contracts  of  minors,  that  we 
doubt  not  of  your  interposition*  Novel  or  Severe  restraints  on  wed- 
lock in  a  State  circumstanced  as  ours  are  not  wished  for,  but  pru- 
dential  precautions  seem  necessary. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  that  the  differences  between  Connec- 
ticttt  ft  this  State  on  the  one  hand,  k  between  Virginia  &  us  on  the 
other  side,  oould  be  brought  to  a  settlement.  New  inconveniences  & 
difficulties  arise  upon  delay.  No  answer  from  Williamburgh  is  yet 
come  to  the  proposal  made  in  June,  1777,  to  refer  the  variance,  with 
the  latter,  to  Congress.  In  the  mean  time,  a  Letter  herewith  sent 
in  from  John  Campbell,  Esquire,  an  agent  of  Virginia,  at  Pittsburg, 
dated  the  16ih  of  October  past,  will  shew  you  that  the  SeUlers  in 
Westmoreland  are  distracted,  &  the  common  cause  injured  by  this 
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jangHttgy  &o'  we  are  fiir  from  thinking  tli»l  frotsare  Uitlj  giated  1^ 
the  writer.  OounoU  have  desired  OoL  Loehrie  to  famish  infotmatioD 
on  this  head.    . 

Suppaging  that  the  Committee  of  Aooonats  appointed  bj  the  late 
Hoose  of  Bepresentatives,  have  iayed  their  adjnatmenfs  &  Traaaao- 
tions  before  jou,  it  is  the  less  necessary  for  i»  ta*  be  partieakr  on 
that  subject.  If  yon  find  the  Issnes  of  money  for  lecnntiag  the 
Battalions  of  this  State  in  the  federal  Army,  krge,  we  hovethe  satis- 
faction  to  tell  you  that  the  Quota  of  this  State  of  Soldiers  entisted 
for  the  War  (and  we  have  none  other,,^  is  kept  up  as  well  as  by  any 
of  the  States  in  anion.  But  this  service;  the  re4eii»ption  of  the  oM 
paper  money,  k  vanons  ezpenditttres  peouliar  to  a  time  of  war,  have 
drained  the  Treasury.  Thie  obliges  ns  to  drop  further  enlistments, 
to  disoontinne  the  mann£iiotory  of  Arms>  k  ether  bneiHeeses  which 
do  not  now  press  on  us  as  heretofore.  A  renewal  of  the  defenoea  of 
the  Delaware  seemed  indispensible,  and  thereibm  some  heavy  oaa* 
non  have  been  moanted  at  Billinga-port,  k  a  Small  Battery  is  finish- 
ing at  Mad*lsland.  These,  with  d  of  the  Oallies,  were  judged  to  be 
sufficient  to  guard  the  Ghevauz  de  frise  aad  to  repell  any  insult 
which  may  be  ofiered  bv  a  few  frigates.  To  baffle  attempts  of  tho 
Enemy,  on  a  larger  seate,  our  means  were  uneqoaK  Letters  iMmi 
just  been  sent  to  the  Lieu^  of  the  Counties,  direeting  them  to  remit 
to  the  State  Treasnrer  all  Militia  fines  within  their  Keaeh  withoat 
delay.  It  is  Supposed  that  considerable  Soma  reflMin  with  aoiM 
ot  these  Qentlemen> 

The  Tax  of  five  Shillings  in  the  pound  ordered  by  Act  of  the  late^ 
Assembly  has  been  Iayed  &  partly  collected  in  most  of  the  Oonnties. 
Westmoreland,  Bedford  k  Northumberland  have  been,  perhaps,  too- 
much  disturbed  by  the  distress  of  the  War  tp  admit  the  levying  of 
money.  Philadelphia  has  just  attained  sufficient  order  to  begin  tho 
assessment.  Some  of  the  Counties  haveaseessed  their  Qaotas  of  the 
Tax  of  620,000  Dollars  for  the  Continental  Serviee.  The  Treasuier 
will  be  able  to  furnish  the  actual  payments  on  these  branches  of 
revenue.  After  these  Taxes  shall  be  oempleated,  there  will  remain 
no  provision  for  any  farther  general  Levies  of  money,  altho'  tbo 
oommon  defence  has  obliged  Ooogress  to  issue  r€ty  great  soma  la 
bills  of  Credit,  creating  a  debt  on  the  United  StJEites  which  we  are- 
bound  jointly  with  them  to  extinguish.  Honour,  interest  &  duty 
nrge  us  to  perform  our  Share.  All  Schemes  to  restrain  or  cure  the 
depreciation  of  the  paper-money,  without  strennous  efibrts  in  this 
way,  will  be  found  vain.  We  therefore  reeommead  to  you  to  estab- 
lish an  equal  k  practicable  Law  for  Taxing  your  Constituents  for 
this  nee. 

Some  money,  yen  will  find,  has  come  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
forfeited  goods  k  chatties  of  persons  who  have  joined  the  Enemy. 
We  have  called  on  k  shall  again  press  the  Agents  to  finish  the  salaa 
k  send  in  the  prodaoe  of  them.    Aa  no  a{^ropriation  of  these  fiSa* 
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iates  has  been  made^  it  remaios  for  ibe  Legialatuie  to  direct  ooa- 
oemiag  tbem. 

Other  matten  proper  to  be  lajed  before  yoa  shall  in  due  time  be 
oommanieated.  At  present  we  conolnde  with  observiDg,  that  the 
Lnr  passed  last  January  for  the  regulation  of  Waggons,  Carriages, 
&  pack-horses  for  the  public  service,  is  to  expire  with  the  present 
BtUing  of  Aflsemblj. 


Pbksidrnt  of  CoNdRBSS  TO  Vice-Presidenx  Bryak,  1778. 

Philadelphia^  9'^  No?em.,  1778. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  with  this  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  an  Act 
of  Congress  of  the  7th  Inst,  for  laying  before  the  Supreme  Execu^ 
tire  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  a  Letter  of  Dayid  Franks, 
the  I8th  October  last,  and  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress thereon,  together  with  the  said  Letter  ft  Minutes.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  &  Most  humble  Servant, 
HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Yice  President  of  the 
State  of  Penosylvania. 


(Copy.)  Col.  Hartley  to  Executivb  Council,  1778. 

Sunbury,  Nov'  9,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  enemy  within  these  ten  days  have  come  down  in  force  and 
invested  Wyoming. 

They  have  burnt  and  destroyed  all  the  settlements  on  the  North 
East  Branch,  as  far  as  Nesoopeck. 

Fort  Jenkins,  where  we  have  a  small  garrison,  has  supported  it- 
self for  the  present 

About  70  Indians  were  seen  about  22  miles  from  here  yesterday 
evening,  advancing  towards  the  forks  of  Chillisquaque,  they  took 
some  prisoners  yesterday. 

With  the  small  force  we  have  we  are  endeayoring  to  make  a  stand. 

It  may  be  too  late  to  depend  only  upon  the  Militia  from  below, 

*  Not  found. 
4* 
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they  shotild  be  0ent  Booner — tkey  oannot  airive  in  time  to  fitrengthei 
our  garrison,  but  may  come  to  relieve  qs.  Had  one  or  two  regiments 
been  sent  on  to  Wyoming,  as  I  requested,  these  eaiamities  woald 
now  probably  not  have  happened. 

Wyoming,  I  make  no  doabt,  will  make  i^  good  defenee,  bat  tiie 
Garrison  is  rather  too  small. 

Should  the  enemy  take  that  post,  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and 
Jersey,  will  then  too  late  think  of  its  importance. 

I  am  drawing  some  little  force  together,  and  to-morrow  will  endea* 
vour  to  attack  those  Indians  on  Chillisquaque,  if  they  keep  in  a 
bodv  and  make  a  movement  towards  Fishing  creek,  which  will  pro* 
bably  be  of  use  to  the  people  of  Wyoming.  If  Wyoming  falls,  the 
Barbarians  will  undoubtedly  approach  these  towns. 

We  are  preparing  to  receive  them,  and  tho  our  number  is  small^ 
yet  we  shall  endeavour  to  make  them  pay  for  the  ground  they  gain. 
'  I  intended  to  have  gone  to  Philadelphia  before  this,  but  am  now 
determined  to  stay  'til  the  danger  is  over. 

It  would  be  weU  to  put  the  rest  of  the  fronticM  Y)n  their  gnaid| 
and  have  a  oertaiQ  number  of  classes  of  Militia  ready  to  move 
where  emergenelei  may  mquive,  besides  the  classes  you  may  order 
here,  as  the  enemy  are  certainly  numerous,  and  it  is  not  yet  known 
how  far  they  will  extend  their  devastation. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Serv*, 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 

The  Honourable  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  are  much  in  want  of  flour. 

T.  H. 

It  b  thought  necessary  by.  the  people  to  request  your  Honorable 
board  to  order  two  classes  from  lAncaster,  Cumberland  and  Berks, 
to  march  to  the  frontiers.  Should  we  repulse  the  enemy  before,  I 
shall  give  notice  to  halt  the  Militia  on  their  march.  The  Savages 
vill  be  intent  on  plunder — the  Militia  may  assist  to  retake  the  pro- 
perty of  the  poor  inhabitants. 

T.  HARTLEY.* 

(Copy— T.  Maflack,  Sec'y.) 

*  See  Colon.  Rcc,  VoL  XL,  p.  621. 
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Council  to  Mons.  Gbbabp,  1778. 

In  Council^ 

Philadelphia,  November  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  yoor  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  23d  of 
October.  Tonr  indisposition,  at  that  time,  rendered  it  improper  to 
forward  to  yoa  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Straker  and  others,  tending  to 
shew,  that  he  had  not  by  any  means  enfcioed  away  the  negro  man  in 
question,  and  that  he  was  altogether  uninformed  where  the  said 
negio  was  oanoeaied.  The  discharge  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  srant  to  Mr.  Straker,  renders  it  unnecessary  now  to  trouble  you 
with  those  depositiona. 

In  Pemsylvania  the  liberty  of  a  citisen  is  considered  as  a  first 
object  of  QoTomment,  and  I  have  the  honour,  in  the  most  respect^ 
Ul  terttia,  to  preaeni  you  the  thanks  of  the  Supreme  fixeoutbe 
Govneil  of  the  State,  for  your  attention  to  their  appUcatiou  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Stiaker.  aa  a  eitiaen  of  the  State.  Mutaal  interest  may  in* 
d«oe  tireatiee  oi  amity  and  eommeree  between  nations,  but  it  la  po- 
Ijleneaa  by  which  the  French  nation  is  so  distiagniflbed,  andattentiott 
to  the  interest  of  each  other  which  produce  that  esteem  .and. cordial 
a&otion,  so  essentially  necessary  to  render  those  treaties  baneficial 
aii4  laating. 

It  ia  with  great  pleaanre  that  I  congratulate  yon  on  the  return  of 
that  portion  of  health  which  has  enabled  you  to  give  attention  to 
bnainess,  and  I  most  aincerely  wish  for  a  perfect  recovery  and  esta- 
bliahioent  of  it. 

I  am;  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Tour  honors  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  Servant^ 

a.  B.,  y.  p. 

She  Honoiable  the  Sienr  Gerard, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Ohristian  Majesty. 


Bbsoluxion  of  Congrsbs,  1778. 

In  CongresSj 

10th  Novemb%  1778. 
Whereas,  it  hath  baeome  necessary  not  enly  that  speedy  and  vi« 
gvona  meaenres  should  be  taken  to  regulate  the  Oommisttr/s  and 
Quarter  Haater^s  d^xirtments,  but  also  that  a  constant  attention 
rimnU  be  paid  to  those  departments, 

Bttolved,  That  Hr.  Bondder,  Mr.  O.  Monis,  and  Mr.  Whipple, 
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be  A  oommittee  to  SuperiDtend  the  aame  departments,  and  that  tbey 
or  any  two  of  them,  be  empowered  to  take  such  steps  reUtiDg  to 
the  same  as  they  shall  think  most  for  the  pnblio  servioe. 
Extraot  from  the  minatds, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec>. 


Comm'bb  op  Conqrkss  to  Sup.  Exbcutivb  OouNcn.,  1778, 

Philadelphia^  11th  November^  1778. 
Sir, 

The  great  ft  increasing  diffionlties  in  the  Qaarter  Master  ft  Goni-> 
missary  General  Departments,  have  kidaced  Congress  to  adopt  the 
Besolution,  of  which  we  have  the  Honor  to  enolose  j(m.  a  Copy.-^ 
Among  the  measures  immediately  necessary  for  placing  these  matters 
on  a  proper  Foundation,  is,  the  .acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  proper 
Besourees  of  these  States.  The  articles  of  oonsamption  which  we 
would  most  particularly  be  informed  of  are  Flour,  Wheat,  Rye,  Bar- 
ley, Oats,  Corn  ft  Rice,  Beef,  Pork,  working  Oxen  ft  Horses,  Oyder  k 
Vinegar.  The  Ignorance  ft  the  Interest  of  mankind  oppose  so 
strongly  our  wishes  in  this  Respect,  that  after  every  Effort  ft  every 
prudent  precaution,  our  information  will  be  of  &r  less  importance 
than  could  be  wished.  It  is  however  our  Duty  to  aim  at  it,  ft  we 
have  DO  Reason  to  doubt  your  Ezoellencys  concurrence  in  the  steps 
necessary  to  attain  what  we  have  in  view.  Especially  when  it  is 
consideied,  how  readily  your  own  good  sense  will  dictate  the  imprao* 
tioability  of  continuing  the  War,  at  least  of  continuing  it  to  aavan« 
tage,  while  we  remain  supremely  ignorSnt  of  the  Supplies  our  Conn* 
try  is  capable  of  affording.  We  have  to  entreat  that  your  Excel- 
lency, from  your  knowledge  of  the  productions  of  the  several  parts 
of  your  State,  would  appoint  some  proper  Persons,  in  whose  Industry 
ft  Secrecy  you  can  confide,  to  make  proper  lists  through  the  districts 
you  shall  severally  allot  to  them,  of  the  quantity  ft  number  of  suck 
of  the  Articles  above  named,  as  are  produced  in  it,  which  may  pro- 
bably be  over  ft  above  the  necessary  consumption  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, ft  also  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  quantity,  ftc.,  which  they 
consume  over  ft  above  their  own  Production,  or  of  what  they  do  not 
produce.  We  hope  that  these  lists  may  be  transmitted  to  us  with 
all  convenient  speed,  to  the  End  Hiat  proper  arrangements  may  be 
made  for  the  Ensueing  Campaign.  Upon  transmittmg  an  Aoooont' 
of  the  Expences  which  may  aorue  in  this  Business,  tbey  shidl  imne* 
diately  be  paid.  You  will  perceive,  Sir,  that  every  precaution  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  this  Object  from  transpiring,  iest  aa  on  many 
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fomier  oeoanons,  the  devoted  adherenta  of  Loore  should  make  a  gain 
of  Ihe  Pablio  IHstiesses. 

We  are,  respectf  ally^ 

Your  Excellenoys  most  Obed* 

&  Humble  Servant 

NATH'L  SCUDDER, 
GOUV'.  MORRIS, 
WM.  WHIPPLE. 
Ho&'ble  President  of  tbe  Supreme 

Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gomm'bb  of  Conqbjbss  to  Sup.  Exboutivb  Council,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  11th  November,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  dangerous  practiees  of  Engrossers  have  increased  so  rapidly 
with  the  PaUie  Distresses,  &  have  so  accumulated  them,  that  every 
Friend  to  this  Country,  or  even  to  Humanity,  cannot  but  wish  to 
see  s<Nme  remedy  to  an  Evil  which  threatens  the  Existence,  not  only 
of  the  several  States,  but  of  the  po<»'er  part  of  the  Individuals 
which  compose  them.  We  are  fully  sensible  that  this  Disease  should 
be  touched  with  a  cautious  &  with  a  delicate  Hand,  but  at  the  same 
time  we  confide  in  the  wbdom  of  your  JLegislature  for  this  Delicacy 
&  Caution.  We  do  not  pretend  to  mark  out  the  means  which  they 
should  adopt,  but  the  Confidence  reposed  in  us  by  Congress  demande 
thftt  we  should  at  least  hint  what  in  our  Idea  may  induce  to  this  va» 
luable  purpose.  The  Articles  necessary  for  the  Consumption  of  the 
Array  are  easily  desigoated,  and  we  trust  there  will  not  J^  much  dif-* 
ieulty  in  distinguishing  between  the  Dealer  in  or  Manufacturer  of 
those  Articles,  &  the  Engrosser,  or  as  he  would  call  himself  the  Spe« 
oulator.  These  two  Objects  being  accomplished,  it  surely  cannot  be 
deemed  inconsistent  either  with  Policy  or  Justice,  that  hie  should  be 
obliged  to  part  with  them  to  the  Public*  The  Process  necessary  for 
this  Purpose,  must  depend  on  the  civil  Institutions  wbich  may  hava 
been  respectively  adopted,  but  it  should  be  as  short  &  as  simple  as 
is  oonsistant  with  the  Constitution  of  the  States.  One  thing  mora 
is  necessary  to  compleat  the  System,  namely,  the  price.  If  this  Is 
such  as  to  leave  the  Speculator  his  {Hrofit,  nothing  more  is  operated 
by  the  Law  than  merely  to  sanctify  his  unrighteous  Gains.  If  the 
IMce  be  fixed  by  Law,  the  Efforts  now  making  to  render  our  money 
valuable,  (and  which  we  doubt  not  your  Legiskture  will  assist  by 
heavy  Taxes)  will  only  tend  to  realise  what  he  hath  already  aocumu- 
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l«ted.  Perhaps  a  power  lodged  somewhere  to  fix  the  Hailcet  pries 
monthly,  hy  the  namo  of  assise,  and  a  Deduetion  from  it  of  dioat 
Twenty^  Cent  on  Commodities,  in  the  hands  of  Engrossers,  would 
be  most  effeotaal.  This  However,  &  every  thing  else  we  have  men- 
tioned, is  submitted  to  your  wiser  Consideration. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Ezoellenoy's  most 

Ob'  &  Humble  Servants, 

NATH'L  SCUDDEB, 
GOUV.  MORRIS, 
WM.  WHIPPLE. 
Hon'ble  President  of  the  Supreme 

Exeoutive  Ooanoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 


Council  to  Col.  Haetlet,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  November  14, 1778. 
Sir, 

Yonr  letter  to  the  Hon'ble  Yioe  President,  of  the  Oth  Instant,"^ 
having  been  read  in  Gouneil,  was  handed  into  the  h'nble  House  of 
General  Assembly  now  sitting,  and  immediately  afterward  kid  be- 
fbre  Congress.  The  resolutions  of  the  last  mentioned  body  you  have 
enelosed,  together  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  relating  to  the  move- 
ments  and  designs  of  His  Bzoellenoy  Qen^  Washington,  on  the  river 
Susquehanna  and  its  waters.  About  the  24th  of  last  month  His 
Bzoelleney  ordered  one  Regiment  to  mareh  to  the  Minisinks,  which 
will  probably  afford  you  as  early  assistance  as  can  possibly  be  ob* 
tained  in  any  way  now  practieable;  and,  no  doubt  His  Ezcelleocy 
will  order  a  farther  relief  on  receiving  the  resolves  of  Oonsrees  dF 
this  day,  which  are  sent  off  by  Express  to  him.  This  may  the  more 
fully  to  be  expected,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  two  divisions  of 
the  enemy's  army  have  left  New  York,  and  therefore  detaehments 
may  be  safely  made  from  our  army. 

The  Council  of  this  State  have  repeatelHy  and  earnestly  pressed 
Oobciess  to  take  vigorous  and  decisive  measures  fbr  the  defence  of 
the  irontien  of  this  State,  against  the  invasion  which  was  clearly 
fbreeeen  and  pointed  out.  It  is  in  consequence  of  this  that  the 
battalion  above  mentioned  has  been  ordered  forward.  Had  an  expo* 
dttion  to  Chemung  been  underti^en  by  an  enterprising  officer,  with 
a  proper  force  under  his  command,  the  effects  would,  probably,  have 
been  decisive  in  our  favour.  But  we  ouefat  to  suppose  the  cfetermt- 
nation  of  His  Excellency  to  have  been  founded  on  good  and  suffi- 

*  Bee  pegs  81. 
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iimt  T9tmomB,  and  that  thare  were  diftoHlties  in  tiie  way  of  tiiia  at* 
tempt  uDknowa  to  U9.     STonr  attem{>i  that  way  does  yoa  honor 

Upon  mature  coonderation  the  Goonoii  have  no  hope  of  «ny  tittie« 
ly  aaastanoe  to  you  from  the  Militia^  and  therefore  hare  pressed  the 
more  eameetly  for  aid  from  the  Federal  trooper  whtoh  may  join  yo« 
earlier  than  it  is  possihle  for  the  Militia  to  do. 

I  ought  to  add  that,  it  is  said.  Gen*  Falaaki's  troop  is  ordered 
into  Northampton  eounty^  bat  of  this  I  have  no  authentio  informa- 
tion. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  am;  Sir,  your  very  hm  ble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Berfy. 
Col>  Hartley. 


Rbsoltition  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Nov'  14, 1778. 

A  letter  of  9th|  from  Col.  Hartley,  at  Sunburn  to  the  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  same  date  to  the  looard  of  War,  were 
laid  before  Congress  and  read ;  whereupon,  Ordered,  That  a  Copy  ot 
the  letter  to  the  Board  of  War  be  sent  to  Q-en>  Washington,  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  take  such  measures  relative  to  the  subject  matter 
thereof  as  he  may  judge  necessary. 

That  the  Board  of  War  give  orders  to  the  proper  Officers  for  fur- 
nishing the  troops  in  the  posts  on  the  Western  frontiers,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Hartley,  with  provisions  and  other  necessary  sup- 
plies. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Col.  Harslet  to  Exec.  Council,  1778. 

Fort  Jenkms,  near  Nescopack,  Novem'  14, 1778. 
Qentlemen, 

The  Intelligence  I  mentioned  in  my  last  seems  nearly  confirmed. 

The  Enemy  are  in  Force  between  here  and  Wyoming.  They 
seem  Terry  intent,  on  plunder  by  their  desolations  near  this  place; 
they  expected  the  Fronteers  to  give  way;  but  the  good  countenance 
of  this  Garrison  has  saved  all  below. 

I  am  now  advancing  towards  Wyoming,  I  am  weak,  but  I  hope 
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fbr  saooeis;  I  haye  no  enemy  in  rear  and  aa  I  oommsnd  Uie  witer^  I 
am  in  expeotation  we  ahall  be  able  to  relieve  Wyombg. 
•    In  oaae  the  MUitaa  wiU  be  not  paid  by  the  United  Stotoa,  I  woold 
not  wisb  yon  to  send  more  than  a  Olasa  from  Comberland  and  aa 
■any  from  Lanoaator. 

I  am  Oentlemen,  with 

great  Respect  your 

most  obed*  hnmb.  Senr*. 

,TH03.  HAETLET. 
DvrecUd.  , 

To  the  Honorable  Exeeative  Connoil  of  the  State  of  PennsylTanin. 


GOHHrTTBS  OF  CONGRBSB  TO  SuP.  EXBO.  CotlKCILy  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Uth  November,  1778. 
Sir, 

Permit  os  to  call  your  attention  for  a  moment,  to  the  detection  & 
punishment  of  a  Crime  against  the  Public.  Persons  in  office  under 
the  Continent  have,  as  we  are  informed;  used  the  Monies  entrusted 
to  them,  in  the  Engrossing  of  articles  upon  the  Public.  This  seething 
of  the  Kid  in  its  Mothers  milk,  calls  for  the  most  exemplary  punish* 
ment.  We  pray  that  you  will  urge  the  Legislature  of  your  State, 
to  pass  Laws  for  the  Prosecution  k  Punishment  of  Offenders  of  this 
Kind  in  future,  &  that  in  the  Interim,  vour  Excellency  will  cause 
any  who  may  in  your  State  be  guilty  of  the  like  crimes,  to  be  secured 
for  Trial  in  safe  &  Close  Custody. 
We  are  reapectfully 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obed^  Humble  Servants, 

NATH'L  SCUDDER. 
QOUV'.  MORRIS, 
W-  WHIPPLE. 
Directed^ 

Hon'ble  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Stete 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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Prbs.  ov  Conoukss  to  v.  P.  Brtan,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  16*  November,  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Witbin  the  preaeni  mcloaiiro  will  be  IoiumI  two  copies  of  the 
vndermeBtiofied  Acts  of  OtfogreaB^  yul 

An  Act  of  the  26th  Auguat  1776  for  efltaUighiDj;  a  proviaion  fer 
Soldiers  and  Seamen  maimeid  or  disabled  in  the  Serrloe  of  the  United 
States  to  whieh  is  anbjoined  a  snpplementavy  act  of  tbe  25th  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  for  the  benefit  of  maimed  and  disabled  Volnnteers  in 
the  serviee  of  the  States,  antaoedent  to  the  date  of  the  fimt  above- 
mentioned  aofe 

An  Asfe  of  the  26th  September  for  erganiaing  Ae  public  Treasmy, 
and  for  providing  an  House  for  the  several  offioes  ef  TMasnry. 

And  Also  an  Act  of  this  date  now  the  17th  for  settiog  apart 
Wednesday  the  30th  December  nMt  to  be  observed  thronghout  these 
States  as  a  day  of  general  Thanksgiving.'*' 
I  have  the  hener  to  be 

With  great  Respect, 

Sir,  your  obedient  & 

nest  humble  Servant, 

HENRT  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congre$a. 

P.  8.  Ton  will  ako  receive  with  thia  three  oopies  of  the  Treaty* 
of  Alliance,  it  three  of  the  Treaty  ef  Commerce  betwees  the  King 
of  Fiance  ft  the  United  States  of  Amecka,  for  the  infiarmatien  &  nse 
of  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania. 

Dtrec/erf, 

The  Hononrable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Tice  President  of  Penib- 
sylvania. 


(Copy)  Gbk.  WASHiBraTON  to  Board  of  War,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  FredlcksVg^  No V  IStb,  1778. 
Sir, 

"The  Troops  of  the  Convention  have  advanced  considerably 
''  towards  the  North  River.  They  will  be  guarded  to  that  place  by 
''the  Militia  of  Connecticut,  and  from  thence  to  Delaware  by  an 
'*  Bseort  of  Contiuental  Troops,  as  I  cannot  with  any  degree  of  con- 
"  veDicnce  send  the  Continental  Troops  beyond  Delaware,  I  am  under 

•  See  proclamation  ef  Couneil»  Ool.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  627. 
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^t  the  neoessitj  of  desiring  the  Board  to  make  a  reqaitttion  to  the 
^'  Executive  Goandl  of  Pennsjlyaaia  to  give  orders  to  the  Coanty 
'*  LieutenaDts  af  Northampton,  Berks,  Lancaster  and  York,  to  hold 
'^  four  or  five  Hundred  of  the  Militia  of  each  of  those  Counties  ready 
<<  against  they  shall  be  called  upon  by  Colonel  Bland  of  the  1st 
''  Begiment  of  Dragoons,  who  is  appointed  by  me  to  superintend  the 
<<  mafoh  of  the  Troops  the  whole  way — ^The  Militia  of  each  County 
^^  to  march  to  the  extent  of  their  own  Boands,  which  will  make  the 
^^duty  very  light.  Be  pleased  likewise  to  desire  that  the  Waggon 
**  Masters  of  eaoh  of  the  above  Counties,  may  be  ordered  to  assist  the 
^^  Quarter  Mas^ts  who  attend  the  Troops  with  Waggons  sufficient 
<<  to  tcansport  the  Baggage;  I  oo«ld  wiah  that  no  time  may  be  lost 
^■-  in  giving  .the  ocd^rs,  lest  there  should  be  some  unneoessaay  delay 
t(  on  the  Road  at  this  advanced  Season,  The  Troops  have  hitherto 
''  come  on  in  tery  goed  order  and  with  great  expedition  and  I  hope 
^'  they  wiU  continue  so  to  da  thro'  the  whole  maroh/' 


War  Office,  Nov*  26th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  transmitting  you  an  Extract  from  a  Letter 
which  owing  to  tho  unfortunate  Del^y  on  the  Road  I  have  but  just 
received  (from  His  Exeellency  General  Washington.  I  fear  the 
Troops  will  be  detained  by  the  unavoidable  Delay  in  getting  out  the 
Militia  which  will  much  distress  us,  as  Provisions  are  laid  up  in  no 
great  quantities,  at  any  Point  of  their  Route,  &  it  would  be  therefore 
extremely  inconvenient  for  them  to  halt  for  any  length  of  Time  at 
any  Place  on  their  way.  I  am  therefore  to  request  the  Hon.  Coun- 
cil will  be  pleased  to  be  pointed  in  their  Orders  to  the  Lieutenanta 
of  Counties  &  Waggon  Masters  to  have  every  thing  in  Readiness 
that  no  Delay  may  occur  in  the  Passage  of  the  Troops  thro'  this 
State. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

On  Behalf  of  the  Board.^ 
Council  will  no  doubt  perceive  the  Necessity  of  collecting  first  the 
Militia  of  Northampton  k  Berks. 
Directed, 

On  Public  Service. 

Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  S.  E.  Gouaeil 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  CoL  Ree  ,  Vol.  XL,  p.  687. 
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Appeal  of  Oapiaik  R.  Habdib  fbom  Coubt  MabtiaIu 

1778, 

To  Hi8  Ezoellenoy  The  President  of  the  Ezeentiire  Oounoil  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  appeal  of  Robert  Hardie,  late  oommander  of  the  Barke  GaU 
ley,  from  the  Judgment  of  a  Court  Martial  held  at  Bristol,  the  9^ 
of  December,  Ult%  for  the  trial  of  Robert  Hardie^  for  disobeying  the 
Commodore's  Orders : 

Bf ay  it  Please  your  Exoellenoy,.  T  was  ordered  with  three  more 
Oallies  to  lye  on  Guard  at  Burlington,  after  remaii^iDg  five  or  six 
days  on  Constant  duty  with  the  Boats  at  Point  no  Point  during  the 
day,  &  returning  every  night.  The  Offioers  Sc  men  complained  that 
they  were  not  Kelieved  according  to  Custom,  n6r  the  promise  they 
had  given  them  from  the  Commanding  Officer;  I  acoordindy  applied 
to  the  Commodore  to  know  when  we  were  to  be  relieved,  he  told  me 
that  if  the  Galleys  were  to  ly  these  six  months  they  should  not  be 
Believed.  I  remonstrated  to  the  Commodore  that  his  treatment  waa 
contrary  to  all  order  and  Regniarity,  in  the  highest  degree  arbitrary 
&  oppressive,  &  that  without  a  Regular  Notice  of  Duty  ^trough  the 
whole  fleet,  &  a  total  impartiality,  anarchy  and  confusion  would 
ensue.  That  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  myself  &  Crew  to  deviate 
firom  such  unsound  &  unreasonable  orders,  &  that  I  would  immedi- 
diately  order  my  Galley  to  Bristol ;  this  was  put  in  execution,  in 
consequence  of  which  I  was  arrested.  The  Court  sat  and  I  was 
Broke,  &  ordered  to  be  confined  as  a  Dangerous  man  to  the  Ameri-. 
can  States.  My  Trial  was  equally  unjust  and  cruel.  Instead  of 
being  according  to  our  Regulation  by  the  Galley's  officers,  The  men 
that  fought  with  me,  guai^ed  and  did  every  other  dnty  with  me. 
The  Court  consisted  of  many  of  the  offioers  of  the  fire  Vessels  & 
Guard  Boats,  men  that  never  had  been  on  the  like  business,  soma 
not  of  Age,  particularly  the  Commodore's  son,  who  from  his  father's 
Aeensation  had  no  right  to  a  seat  The  Judgment  shewed  the  In- 
capability oi  the  Court,  for  without  any  Evidence,  or  other  grounds 
than  the  Visionary  Phantoms  of  c  their  Childish  Brains,  I  wag  to  be 
confined  as  a  Dangerons  enemy  to  the  States;  my  constant  uniform 
Befaavtdur  from  the  beginning  of  this  contest,  gives  their  suspicions' 
the  Lye.  To  serve  my  Countrey  Ihave  sacrificed  my  private  fortune 
sufficient  to  have  supported  me  with  ease  and  affiuence,  considerable 
sums  are  Loan'd  in  the  State  funds,  to  sink  or  swua  by  the  Issue  of 
onr  Arms,  &  myself  risquiog  my  person  equally  with  my  fellow 
safferers  to  banish  Tyranny  and  Oppression  from  our  shores.  Under 
these  peculiar  circumstances,  to  have  my  Character  thus  stigmatised 
after  leaving  my  Possessions  to  the  ravages  of  a  Cruel  &  reveng^nll 
enemy  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  deprived  of  my  Pay  and  sabsistenoe  so 
ly  for  me  under  all  these  trying  (ncenmaleiieefli  together  which 
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18  wont  of  all  to  brand  me  with  the  Opprobrious  Epithet ''  A  Dan* 
gerons  Enemy  to  the  United  States/'  this  is  tnily  Distressing,  ft 
which  I  cannot  nor  will  bear.  I  acknowledge  I  was  too  Rash  ft 
hasty  in  m j  Proceedings,  But  at  the  same  time  sheweth  bj  the  Tenor 
of  tnk  tny  Appeali  that  the  Gammoddre's  Oondnot  towards  me  k 
both  Rash  ft  nnprecedented,  ft  if  no  Failure  had  happened  on  his 
partj  I  trust  none  should  have  been  on  mine;  I  have  spplied  to  the 
Commodore  to  reinstate  moy  but  says  has  it  not  in  his  rower,  Desi* 
ring  me  at  the  same  time  to  make  application  to  your  Ezcellenoy'a 
favour  ft  good  will ;  I  flatter  myself  t  shall  once  more  have  it  in  my 
power  to  shew  my  firm  and  steady  attachment  to  the  State  in  Par- 
tiouhur,  ft  to  the  whole  United  States  of  America. 
I  am  Sir  your  Excellency's 

most  obed<  humble  Serv*, 

ROB*  HARBIE. 

Delivered  at  Lancaster  latter  eud  last  Febr'y,  ft  dated  Feb'y  14^| 
177&I  of  which  this  ia  the  copy. 
JHfteeied^ 

To  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq^  Presides^  of  the  fiseeulive  Omnoil, 
Pcnmyl? 


MsMOEiAL  OP  EoBBET  IUrbie,  1778. 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commeo  Wealth  of  Pcnn« 
eylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Robert  Hardie^  late  Captain  of  the  armed  Boat 
Burkci 

Most  humbly  sheweth : 

Thatyovr  Memorialist  from  being  a  man  of  Fortune  and  AfflueiKe 
isi  hf  reason  of  his  Attachment  to  the  Aaerioan  Causey  oonsideraUy 
reduced  in  hia  Civenmstanees  ft  Estate. 

Thai  beftiNi  the  Oommenoement  o€  the  present  War,  he  was  under 
BS  Necessity  to  labour  for  his  Snpport,  the  Income  of  his  Estate 
being  moro  than  sufficient  for  that  purpose ;  But  mther  than  renaiii 
an  idle  spectator  when  his  Ooontry  was  engaged  in  the  Support  of 
ber  yost  rights  aad  liberties  and  cidl'd  for  his  Assistance,  he  risqued 
bis  whole  Fortnnci  together  with  his  Life  in  ber  dEefanoe.  That  since 
his  entering  into  the  Service  he  hath  met  with  considerable  and  very 
heavy  Losms.  His  Houses  have  been  plundered  by  the  Enemy,  ft 
his  landed  Estate  very  much  spoiled.  That  sometime  in  the  Mooth 
of  December  last  Tour  Memorialist  was  dismissed  from  the  Rerviee 
by  an  unjust  Seateoee  of  a  Ooort  Martial,  from  whiok  Sentaace  he 
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appealed  to  Goancil|  which  Appeal  he  soon  afterwards  delivered  in 
to  ConncUi  iirho  were  at  that  time  so  much  eogaged  aboat  other 
Matters  that  he  could  not  obtain  a  Rearing.  That  on  the  9th  of 
March  lastj  he  was  taken  by  the  Enemy  and  brought  into  this  City, 
wher^  be  iTas  c^pifiiied  till  {^^"Ciiif  was  evacuated;  &  then  carried  to 
Long  Island  &  was  confined  there  for  the  space  of  12  .weektf,  and 
was  then  jeleaaed  upon  his  ^ar^l  for  |6  Monthf  onljji  and  Jbad 
Liberty  granted  him^  to  cgme  to  this  City.  That  he  hath  a  Wife  and 
four  Children  to  jnaintain  k  provide  for  whose  wkde  Bepokdepoe  is 
now  npon  your  memorialist  for  a  support,  and  he.  being  a  Prisoner 
and  depriyed  of  bis  Commission^  &  bis  Estate  beiog  also  at  tha 
same  time  ruined^  has  it  not  in  his  Power  to  afford  them  a;iy  relief* 
Wherefore  he  most  earnestly  in  treats  Council  to  take  his  case  into 
Consideration,  &  grant  him  a  hearing  upon  his  appeal,  to  use  their 
luflaenoe  with  the  Commissary  of  rrfsoners  here  to  procure  his 
Enlargement  by  Exchange  as  eoovi  as  postoible  \  to  make  him  some 
Compensation  for  the  Losses  wliieii  Im  hath  •  sustained  and  which 
have  accrued  to  him  by  reason  of  his  attachment  to  the  Cause  in 
which  be  was  engaged ;  And  to  make  some  Provision  for  him  in 
future  so  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  support  and  maintain  bis  Wp* 
less  Family. 

And  your  Memorialist  shall  ever  pray,  &c, 

ROB*  HARDIB. 
Phflad*  18,  Nov  1778. 


Mrs,  Qalloway  to  the  Vice  Prbsidbnt,  1778. 

Mrs.  Galloways  compUv^ente  to  tfao  Yipe  President}  and  begs  he 
wou'd  permit  her  to  cut  a  flat  Load  of  Oak,  &  a  flat  load  of  Hickejry 
Wood,  off  the  place  on  Delaware  \  as  Wood  is  now  to  dear  for  her 
to  puMilMise,  k  she  requests  ne  more  then  for  her  own  use,  wbkh  she 
hopes  wlU  be  eonpl/d  with  as  her  eircumetaneesat  present  requires 
^18  mdhilgeiiee,  ft  Mm.  Oalloway  hopes  the  Yi^ee  President  will  be 
flo  kind  as  to  send  ber  Kti  order  far  the  same,  ais  a  Gentleman  who 
will  go  o«(  of  ioim  tomorrow  will  undertake  to  send  if  to  her  if 
Pitiperly  a«thorbed. 

November  y*  18th,  1778. 

^Seeaaswer,  p.  96. 
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Gen.  Sullivan  to  General  Assembly,  1778. 

ProvidMioe,  NoT«m«  20th,  1778. 
Gentlemeiiy 

As  I  had  the  Honor  to  Direct  the  Consfcruction  of  the  Bridge  orer 
Schulkil,*  near  Valley  Forge,  and  wish  it  to  stand  tor  the  benefit  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Pensylvania,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  Reoommend- 
ing  the  Pilling  op  the  Piers  or  Boxes  with  Stones;  also,  a  number  of 
Stones  to  be  Thrown  Round  the  Boxes  to  prevent  the  Sand  wishing 
away  Round  the  sides.    These  preoautions  being  taken,  I  flatter  my- 
self the  Bridge  will  stand  till  the  lumber  decays.  ^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with 
Great  Respect,  Gentlemen, 
Your  Honors  most  obed^ 

&  very  Servant, 

JNO.  SULLIVAN. 
*  Hon'ble  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Dblanbt  to  Committee  of  Safety,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  SUte  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Petition  of  John  Delany,  a  Private  in  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Regim*,  Commanded  by  Col.  Btiswart, 

Humbly  Sheweth : 

,  That  your  Petitioner,  at  the  first  forming  the  said  Re^^ment  w«0 
enlisted  in  Maryland,  and  ever  sino^  seryed  in  the  aame  until  on  the 
4  Oot^bwy  1777,  he  was  wounded  ajb  Germantown,  lost  one  of  biB 
Legg9|  and  has  from  that  time  mostly  be^n  kept  at  the  Hospital  la 
JEUjad^ng^wn;  That  he  is  not  to  this  day  discharged  from  the  Hos- 
pital because  his  Cure  is  not  quite  finished,  90  that  near  Elevea 
months  pay  is  due  to  him,  for  the  obtaining  of  which  he  has  applied 
to  the  Continental  Board  of  War,  who  directed  him  to  Seek  for 
his  relief  at  Your  Honorable  Board. 

He  humbly  prayeth  for  your  Honours  Order  to  the  proper  De- 
partment where  his  arrears  of  pay  may  be  settled,  and  he  receive 
the  same  immediately,  as  he  is  in  great  want  thereof  for  his  subsis- 
stance,  and  as  he  has  received  no  other  Clothes  but  what  was  de- 

*  See  VoL  VL,  p.  686. 
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ducted  out  of  his  Pay,  be  further  prajeth  that  he  may  be  furnished 
with  some  articles  of  Clothing. 

And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty,  &c. 

JOHN  DELANT. 
Philad*  21  Nov,  1778. 

I  do  berby  certify,  that  the  above  named  was  wounded  at  the  Bat- 
tle of  Oermantown,  &  received  no  pay  since  January  last. 

LEWIS  FARMER,  L*  CoL  2«  P.  R. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  have  settled  with  John  Delany  to  the  1** 
Januaiy,  1778,  &  to  my  knowledge  has  reed  no  Pay  since. 

JACOB  L.  SWYLER, 
late  P.  M' 13th  P.  RS 


HxTBACT  0?  A  Lbitbe  pbom  6eh.  Washikgtok,  Nov.  28, 

1778. 

In  mine  of  the  18th,  I  desired  the  Board  might  make  a  requisi- 
iioD  of  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Berks,  Lau-  ' 
caatet  and  Tork,  for  the  Eaoort  of  the  Convention  troops  thro  Pen- 
sylvania.  Therr  Route  being  sinee  changed  tor  the  convenience  of 
Forage  and  provision,  they  will  now  pass  the  Delaware  at  Sherraids 
Perry,  and  therefore  the  Board  will  be  pleased  to  require  the  Militia 
of  Bu<^s  and  Philadelphia,  in  lieu  of  those  of  Northampton  and 
Berks,  aa  they  will  pasa  below  those  Counties. 


Council  to  M&s.  Galloway,  1778. 

Phaad'a,Nov'r24,1778. 
Hadam, 

The  Council  have  considered  your  application  to  the  h<morable 
Yioe  President,  for  a  formal  permission  to  cut  two  fiat  loads  of  Wood 
from  the  plantation  called  Belmont,  for  your  use-f 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you  th|it  the  Council  appveheni  tiiat  you 
are  entitled  to  do  so— -have  no  objection  to  your  cutting.tbe  qoantitjy 
of  Wood  mentioned,  provided  nothing  be  done  which  will,  by  any 
means^  bjore  or  brinj^  in  qaeation  tlie  right  which  the  StaMSk  bath  in 

*  See  page  89.  ' 
f  See  page  98. 
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the  said  plantation  daring  the  life  of  Joseph  GaUowaji  Esqr.i  or  ie 
lessen  the  yearly  value  of  the  same. 
YourS;  &0f 

T.  M. 
To  Mrs.  Grace  Galloway. 


Tflos.  Savapgb  to  v.  P.  B^tan,  1778.    . 

Philadelphia,  Nov'  25th,  1778. 
S',     •' 

I  trduld  beg  to  be  informed  wether  the  acoonnts  of  the  State  Salt 
Works,  which  I  sent  the  latter  end  of  May,  or  beginning  of  Jane 
last,  I  am  not  certain  which,  dii«otedto  the  Hon'ble  Thos.  Wharton, 
jan'.  Esq'.,  late  president  of  this  State,  together  with  a  letter,  have 
been  laid  before  the  Hon'bie  Coancil — at  tnat  time  I  had  not  heard 
of  his  desceftse,  nor  dil  tliree  w^eks  after  I  ha4  «eAt  ihem,  bat  ap- 
prehend he  was  at  that  time  dead  }  they  were  sent  by  a  man  who 
said  he  lived  between  Beading  and  Lancaster,  that  he  was  going  to 
JUnoMtfr  in  a  day  Off  fwo  4fter  h^  ahoidd  ^t  home,  imd  prtrnfeed 
^  deliver  tb^m  witJb  hia  ^^m  hsnd  to  the  iS^^ent  I  4<k  «ot  re* 
iK>ll^ct  his  name,  bat  h^re  the  Gappy  of  Chd  Mt»x  1  Vr^te  10  ihe 
Prottdeati  which  I  believe  will  give  bis  naifte»  What  makes  me  the 
mere  partieaUr  in  tbiis,  I  aM»ntio»ed  it  to  Mr.  >I%tUek,  and  ha  knew 
nothing  of  Ibeir  poming  to  hand,  If  theiy  faave  not  come  to.  hand, 
I.ean  farnuih  the  Hon'ble  Gounceil  wijJbi  a  duplicate  of  tho«e  Aco^, 
which  I  have  at  the  Works,  whenefveir  Uiey  ahi^U  -think  proper  to 
call  for  them. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  know  wether  the  ration  bill  for  the 
troops  that  where  stationed  at  t|ie  Works,  from  y  8  of  Jane,  1777, 
to  Jan.  following,  his  to  be  chiurged  to  the  Works,  or  wether  it  is  to 
be  paid  by  the  St«te  Coms'ry. 

Mr.  Crispin  had  Orders  ftom  the  late  President  to  famish  me  with 
provisions  or  m^mey,  whichever  was  most  convenient  for  that  pur- 
pose; he  never  furnished  me  but  in  part,  there  remains  a  ballance 
of  upwards  of  £1200,  part  of  which  is  still  oweing  to  saif<Iry  per- 
sons, who  grow  <4amoroa8  about  it,  and  a  part  1  am  in  advance, 
would  be  glad  ^at  tbe  Bon'ble  Oounoil  would  informe  me  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  to  be  settled. 

Also,  ihat  ther^  are  at  the  Works  seventeen  Hogs  which  T  have 
^ised  there,  eomo  of  them  two  years  hold,  itis  highly  necessary  j* 
should  be  flitted,  there  being  nothing  for  them  to,  live  <rti  but  what 
y*  g«t  OB  the  meadows,  and  now  firost  h{6  eome,  y*  csn  oet  nothing 
and  will  perish.  Also,  a  Cow,  that  as  soon  as  the  Calf  his  taken 
from  her  goes  dry — both  last  year  and  this  is  now  in  good  order,  and 
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witb  %  little  Corn  will  be  good  beef  in  a  few  weeks  |  the  Hqgs  will 
make,  I  suppose,  between  two  or  three  tkousand  w<  of  Pork,  that, 
with  as  much  beef,  woold  be  sufficient  for  the  ensuing  year,  if  Coun- 
cil should  think  proper  to  carry  the  Works  on. 

The  Horses  must  have  some  Com  thro'  the  Winter,  y*  cannot  live 
altogether  on  Salt  hay.  I  beg  y  Hon'  will  take  the  earliest  opper^^ 
ianity  to  lay  it  before  the  Hcm'hle  Council  for  their  deliberation 
thereon. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  meet  Obd« 

Humble  Serr*, 

THOS.  SAVADGE. 
JDtrectedj 

The  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  y  Hon'ble 
Coundl  of  State  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Andw.  Boyd  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

We,  the  Subsoribers,  begs  leave  to  inform  you,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  Honable  Assembly  determind  the  Eilection  of  the  County 
of  Chester  in  &vor  of  the  Chathem  District^  and  part  of  the  Red 
Lyon,  yet  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  Assessors  continue  to 
ait  contmry  to  said  determination,  the  two  Commissioners  then  being, 
imediately  after  the  EUection  summond  the  third  Commissioner  and 
Assessors  illeffaly  Elleoted,  and  each  of  them  took  the  oath  of  office. 

We  would  humbly  intreat  the  Hon*  Council  to  cause  the  Legal 
EUeeted  members  of  the  said  Board  of  the  County  Chester  to  take, 
their  Seats  at  their  Board. 

ROBERT  SMITH,  C.  Lt. 
ANDW.  BOYD,  8.  Lt. 

26th  Novmv,  1778. 

Sketohly  Morton  and  David  Cloyd,  is  the  Com"  not  EUeeted  this 
year. 

The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
Jndonement, 

Read  in  Council,  (2d  time)  Jan'y  9, 1770. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  662. 
Vol.  Vn.— 5 
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^         CouNOiit  TO  Jambs  Young,  1778» 

In  Goonoil, 

Philadelpkiay  Novwnber  26^  1778. 

Sir, 

On  the  other  side  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  His  Excellencgf 
Oen'l  Washington  to  the  Board  of  War,  bj  which  yon  will  see  it  is 
his  Ezcellencj^s  desire  that  the  Quarter  Masters  may  be  assisted 
with  Waggons  sufficient  to  transport  the  baggage  of  the  troops  of 
the  Convention  thro  this  State. 

You  will  please  to  give  the  utmost  assistance  agreeable  to  his 
Excellency's  request,  and  we  recommend  that  you  apply  immediately 
to  the  Board  of  War  for  their  instructions  respecting  Uie  number  of 
Waggons  necessary.  Perhaps  it  may  be  best  to  send  one  set  of 
Waggons  quite  thro  the  State. 

By  order  of  the  BArd. 

G.  B.,  V.  P. 

Tames  Young,  Esqr., 

Waggon  M*  of  JPenns*. 


OoUNOUi  TO  BOAKD  Off  Wab,  1778. 

Philad'a,Noy'26,1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Couneil,  on  reoeiTing  your  letter  of  this  morning,  immedi- 
ately dispatohed  orders  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  covmty  of  Bnoks  to 
march  one  class  of  the  Militia  of  that  county  to  Easton,  with  all 
possible  expedition,  and  like  orders  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  ^sounty 
of  Phifedelphia  to  march  to  the  same  place  one  class  from  each  of 
the  Battalions  of  that  county,  except  only  those  Battalions  which 
have  a  class  in  present  service.  These  orders,  it  is  expected,  will 
afford  the  number  of  men  required,  and  they  will  conduct  the  Con- 
vention troops  thro  this  State  to  the  line  of  Maryland,  this  mode 
being  liable  to  mueh  less  expence  and  delay  than  the  conducting  of 
them  from  county  to  county. 

^  The  Wagffon  Master  General  has  orders  to  call  on  you  for  direc- 
tions as  to  the  number  of  Waggons  necessary  for  die  service  men- 
tioned; and  he  will  of  course  furnish  you  with  them. 
With  great  rei^cl,  I  am 

Your  very  hmble  ServS 

T.  M.,  Scc'y. 
Hnble  Board  of  War. 


S', 


PKNWSYIVAKIA  ABCHIMia  177S.  99 

Col.  Bland  to  Boakd  of  War,  1778. 

Newburgh,  Stato  of  N.  York,  Nov'  27th,  1778. 


I  bave  it  in  Gotnmand,  from  bis  Ezoy  Gen.  Wasbin^on;  to  In- 
form tht  Oommand'g  Officers  of  tbe  Militia  of  tbe  counties  adjacent 
to  tbe  Kottte  of  tbe  Convention  troops  on  tbeir  marcb  to  Cbarlotte- 
ville,  in  Virginia,  of  the  time  wben  I  expect  tbey  will  arrive  on  tbe 
Borders  of  jour  State,  that  so  tbere  may  be  no  delay  in  baving  tbe 
Militia  in  readiness  to  receive  tbem  wben  they  arrive ;  in  conse- 
qnence  of  which,  I  have  the  honor  to  Inform  yon  1"*  that  I  expect 
the  first  division  will  arrive  at  Sherrards  Ferry,  on  Sunday  Xhe  29tb 
of  Nov,  when  I  sb'  be  happy  to  find  about  100  Militia  there  pro- 
perly offioerd  to  receive  and  conduct  tbem  through  tbe  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  tbe  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth  &  sixth  divisions  will 
arrive  in  succession,  day  aftier  day,  &  an  equal  number  of  Militia  will 
be  requisite  for  each  escort. 

I  bave  tbe  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Y'  very  Humb^  Serv*,, 

THEa  K.  BLAND, 
L-l  1  ^  Col.  Comm'g  the  Esc*  to  tbe  troops  of  Convent".* 


Council  to  Robt.  Galbraith,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Nov  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  reed  and  considered  yonr  letter  of  tbe  21st  In« 
ttant,  porporting  to  resign  tbe  offices  of  Prothonotary,  Clerk  of  tbe 
Peace  and  Clerk  of  tbe  Orpbans  Court,  in  the  county  of  Bedfbrd, 
in  favour  of  David  Espie,  Esqr. 

T  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  tbe  resignation  of  tbe  offioee 
which  yon  bold  cannot  be  received  as  being  in  favour  of  any  person 
whatever.  If  you  think  proper  to  make  the  resignation  of  these  offi* 
cea,  it  must  be  done  clearly,  fully  &  simply,  withoutcondition  or  re- 
aervation.  This  is  not  intended  as  an  opposition  to  Mr.  Bspie^f  but 
to  prevent  tbe  eflPects  of  an  improper  example. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  very  bm'ble  Servant 

T.  M.  Sec'y. 
To  Robert  Qalbraithy  Esqr. 

*  8ee  CoL  Beo.«  VoL,  XL,  p.  687.    f 
t  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  628,  646.  .. 
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Council  to  General  Assemblt^  1778. 

In  Council,  Nov  27th,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  late  Council  of  Safety,  among  other  establishments  for  the 
defence  of  the  State,  provided  an  armed  Ship,  thirteen  Gallics, 
each  to  mount  one  heavy  Gun,  &  several  Barges,  carrying  one  small 
Cannon  in  every  of  them.  To  these,  the  Brigantine  Convention^ 
of  the  Galley  kind,  has  been  since  added.  The  Ship  was  bomed 
last  year  in  the  Delaware,  near  Gloucester.  Three  of  the  Gallies^ 
and  three  of  the  Barges,  are  fitted  &  manned,  the  rest  are  laid  np, 
except  one  Galley,  which  is  lying  sunk  in  Croswioksunk  Creek,  sear 
Bordentown.  Three  River  Craft  belonging  to  the  State  alw  re- 
main. As  from  the  late  happy  turn  in  public  affairs,  &  the  with- 
drawing  great  part  of  the  Enemy's  force  for  this  Country,  &  the  ap- 
pearance that  full  employment  will  be  found  for  them  dsewhere,  the 
use  of  these  vessels  is  greatly  lessened ;  Council  recommend,  that  a 
Bill  be  framed  by  Assembly,  &  published  for  consideration,  for  the 
purpose  of  passins  an  Act  for  enabling  Council  to  sell,  by  public 
sale,  such  part  of  these  Vessels  as  shall  be  deemed  superfluous.— 
Such  property  is  of  a  perishable  nature,  &  is  every  day. 

Franklin,  Hancock  &  Chathem  Gallics,  &  barges  Lyon,  Viper,  & 
Fame. 


Gen.  Roberdeau  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Philad'a,  Nor  28th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Permit  me  the  liberty  to  refer  to  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mrs. 
Ferguson'^  to  me,  and  to  aasui^  the  Hon'ble  the  Council,  through 
vou,  that  in  the  most  free  and  intimate  Conversation  with  that  Lady 
I  never  could  discover  the  least  tincture  of  disaffection  to  our  Ame- 
rica, but  on  tho  contrary,  she  has  repeatedly  declared  an  tnvtoiabb 
attachment  to  her  interest. 

If  the  Hon'ble  Council  should  favor  the  Ladys  request  I  dare 
vouch  for  her  Integrity,  and  that  her  plighted  promise  will  be  sa- 
credly regarded.  I  am,  with  most  respectfull  Regard  to  Council; 
their  and  your 

Most  ob*  &  very  hnm^  ServS 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 
Directedj 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

»  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  688. 

t  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Yol.  XL,  pp.  629,  where  a  pass  for  New  York,  for 
which  she  applied,  is  reAued. 
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BoAE0  OF  War  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

War  Office,  Nov  29th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  eommanicaUDg  an  Eztraet  of  a  Letter  jnst 
received  from  his  Excellenoy  Gren^  Washington,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Militia  &  Waggons  heretofore  required  for  the  Convention  troops. 
I  am  to  request  jou  will  be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  the  Council  im- 
mediately, as  the  troops  are  advancing,  &  farther  orders  are  necessary 
in  the  Alteration  of  their  Route. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect. 

Tour  very  obed*  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
Hon'ble  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esqr. 


Bbsoluiions  of  C0NGRS8S,  1778. 

In  Congress,  80th  Nov,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  in  all  cases  where  forage  is  wanted  for  the  troops,  and  can- 
not be  purchased  by  the  Commissaries  at  reasonable  rates,  applica- 
tion be  made  to  the  executive  or  legislative  authority  of  the  State, 
wherein  the  forage  is  required,  or  to  some  person  or  persons  properly 
authorised  by  them  for  that  purpose,  for  their  interposition  and  as- 
sistance in  procuring  the  necessary  supplies : 

That  it  be  reoomended  to  the  government  of  the  States,  wherein 
the  army,  or  any  detachment  or  part  thereof  now  is,  or  hereafter 
shall  be,  to  take  such  measures  in  the  aid  of  the  forage  masters,  who 
shall  first  use  every  endeavour  to  purchase  the  same,  for  the  procur- 
ing sufficient  quantities  of  forage  at  reasonable  rates,  as  shall  in  their 
opinion  be  effectual  and  most  likely  to  procure  a  speedy  supply. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See'y. 
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Pus.  OF  Goi7aRS8s  Ta  Pres*  Rbbd,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  2d  December,  1778. 
Sir, 

Under  eover  with  this  Yotxt  Ezoellency  will  receive  two  Aets  of 
Congress, 

1.  An  Act  of  the  24th  Tilt*,  for  the  farther  arrangement  of  the 
Army,  &  five  Copies. 

2.  An  Act  of  the  30th  of  the  same  Month,  for  obtaining  forage 
for  the  Army. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  in  this  first  Address,  sinoe  yonr  appointment  to 
preside  in  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  con- 
gratulate with  you  on  this  demonstration  of  the  affairs  &  high  esteem 
of  your  fellow  citizens,  &  to  wish  that  your  administration  may  be 
attended  with  circumstances  to  make  you  as  happy,  as  I  am  per- 
suaded it  will  contribute  to  the  Interests  &  honor  of  the  State. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  esteem  & 

Respect,  Sir,  your  Ezcellenc/s 

Obedient  &  most  hnm.  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Ggngress. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire, 

President,  rennsylvania.* 


B.  Harbsson  and  others  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  humbly  sheweth,  That  they  are 
fiting  out  a  valuable  Vessel  for  importing  Merchandise  into  this 
State,  but  at  present  cannot  procure  Guns  or  Ammunition  for  money. 
We,  therefore,  most  earnestly  request  your  Hon'ble  Board  will  be 
pleased  to  lend  or  sell  us  eight  or  ten  Carriage  Guns,  and  a  small 

*  Gen.  Reed  was  elected  on  the  let  December,  bj  joint  vote  of  Assembly 
andCoanoil,  President  of  the  Supreme  ExecutiTO  Council,  Tand  Geo.  Bryan, 
y.  P.,)  and  proclaimed  at  the  Court  House  "to  be  Captain  General  and 
Commander  In  Chief  in  and  oyer  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsjWania."  The 
whole  number  of  Totes  was  63— of  which  Gen.  K  had  the  whole  except  2.' 
See  Col.  Reo.,  YoL  XI.,  pp.  682-684. 
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qnantiiy  of  amanitioD,  whioh  will  very  maob  oblige  your  Petetion- 
en. 

BENJ'N  HARBESON, 

JOS.  DEAN, 

JNO.  PURVIANCB. 
Philad'a,  Deo^  8d,  1778. 


Col,  Gbo.  Wall,  Jr.,  to  V.  P.  Beyak,  1778. 

Baekfl  Goimfty,  Deoember  y  8d,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  jasi  now  received  the  enclosed  letter,  with  three  others,  I 
mppoee  of  the  same  nature,  in  consequence  of  which  I  have  stoped 
the  march  of  the  Militia  to  Baston  till  fiirther  Orders  from  the 
Hon'ble  Council. 

The  seoond  class,  which  is  now  called  ont,  is  to  Bendetvons  this 
Day  at  Sherards  Ferry,  where  the  Prisoners  they  are  intended  to 
Gniard  are  to  Cross  the  Delaware  into  this  State;  there  will  not,  I 
believe,  be  more  than  one  hundred  men  turn  out  in  the  above  men- 
tioned Class. 

I  have  about  80  Stand  of  Arms,  which  with  what  the  Militia  can 
supply  themselves  with,  will  furnish  them  in  that  respect — ^how  they 
are  to  be  supplied  with  ammunition  I  know  not. 
I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  WALL,  jr. 
To  the  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President,  or 

Col.  Timothy  Matlack,  Esqr.,  Secretary. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  686. 
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Council  to  Col.  Gborqb  Wall,  1778. 

In  Oouncili 

Philadelphia,  De<f  4, 1778. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  third  instant  has  been  laid  before  the  Council. 
It  is  greatly  distressing  to  hear  that  so  small  a  number  of  men  ia 
your  county  appear  upon  a  call  of  so  peculiar  kind,  and  to  a  service 
attended  with  so  very  few  difficulties.  The  service  mu9t  he  per- 
formed, and  immediately ;  for,  should  five  or  six  thousand  troops  be 
delayed  for  any  time  in  a  plaoe  where  no  provbion  is  made  for  them, 
they  must  necessarily  eat  up  the  country  round  them  for  a  very  con- 
siderable distance,  and  distress  the  farmer  to  an  extreme  degree ;  the 
Council  is  therefore  under  an  absolute  necessity  to  order,  and  you 
are  hereby  required  to  call  out  two  other  classes  of  the  Militia  of 
your  county.  Your  zeal  upon  every  occasion  in  which  the  interest 
of  your  country  is  concerned,  renders  it  anneoessair  to  urge  you 
upon  Che  present  very  pressing  one,  otherwbe  this  order  wduld  have 
been  expressed  in  the  strongest  terms.  You  know  and  feel  the  ne- 
eessity  of  the  measure  now  ordered,  and  you  will  of  course  do  every 
thing  in  your  power  to  execute  it. 

The  Route  by  which  these  troops  are  to  march  is  to  be  directed  by 
Col'  Bland. 

To  CoP  Wall,  Lieut,  of  the  County  of  Bucks. 


Council  to  Colls,  of  Bucks  County  Militi/i,  1778. 

(ClBOULAR.) 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  4, 1778. 
Sir, 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Council  by  his  Excellency, 
Gen'  Washington,  for  a  guard  of  militia  to  escort  the  Convention 
troops  thro'  this  State,  on  their  way  to  the  Southward,  and  for  this 
purpose  orders  have  been  issued  to  call  out  a  class  of  Militia  from 
your  county  and  one  from  Pfailad*  countv  (except'g  only  a  part 
already  in  another  Service).  But  Council  has  received  information 
from  Coll.  Wall'*'  that  your  county  has  turned  out  not  more  than 
one  hundred  men  ;  this  has  alarmed  the  Council  with  apprehensions 
of  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  follow  from  a  delay  of  fiv^  or 

*  See  page  108. 
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rix  tboQsand  men,  even  for  a  few  dajs,  in  a  place  where  no  proper 
provision  has  been  made  for  them.  They  mnat  eat  np  the  country 
for  a  great  distance  roand  them^  and  distress  the  inhabitants,  already 
too  mnoh  exhansted,  to  an  extreme  degree.  Goancil  have  therefore 
ordered  oat  (ot  this  duty  two  other  classes  firom  the  afore>said 
oonnties. 

The  hononr  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  State  is  concerned  on 
this  oeoasba,  and  therafbre  confiding  In  your  acknowledged  leal  in 
the  support  of  both  these^  Oonncil  is  induced  to  inform  you  of  the 
jiroecnt  diflionltyi  and  to  request  that' yon  will  assist  the  Lieutenant 
and  Sub  Lieutenants  in  Spiriting  up  the  people  of  your  County  to 
do  their  duty,  and  not  to  Buffer  it  to  be  Said  that  these  troops  have 
lieen  delayed  in  Pennsylvaaia  for  want  of  a  proper  exertion  of  its 
inhabitants. 


(GiBcirLAit.)     CotTNcn.  to  Scb-Likutbkants,  1778. 

In  Oounoili 

Phikdelphia,  5lh  December,  1778. 
Sir, 

As  the  present  funds  of  this  State  are  too  far  exhausted  to  admit 
«€  farther  advances  of  money  for  the  recruiting  serriee,  it  is  become 
necessary  that  you  forbear  to  supply  any  of  the  Qentle*  of  the  army 
employed  in  that  business,  &  recommended  to  you,  with  more  than 
tbey  can  immediately  olaun  by  Certifioates  of  inlistment  produced 
to  you.  This  Instruction  you  will  take  care  to  oommunicate  to  them. 
In  8h(^  it  is  become  impossible  to  continue  it,  unless  the  Assem- 
bly, without  deky,  enable  Oounoil  by  a  fresh  Supply  of  the  Trea- 
snvy  to  proceed. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  highly  expedient  that  you  transmit  to  me, 
«8  soon  as  eonyeniently  may  be,  exact  Accounts  of  the  payments 
you  have  made  and  may  make  for  this  use,  distinguishing  the  nunc 
of  each  oi&cer,his  station  &  regiment  respectively,  &  carefully  noting 
tiie  dates  of  each  receipt. 

As  the  expenditures  of  the  State,  otherwise,  call  for  grei^  sums, 
and  the  public  stock  is  at  present  small,  I  wish  you  may  improve 
every  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  D.  Bittenhouse,  Esquire,  the 
Tretaaxer,  whatever  milatia  fines  may  remain  within  your  reach. 
I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

5* 
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Preb.  Bbbd  to  Pbes.  ov  Congrsbs^  1778. 

In  Goonoil, 

PhHad%  De«'  5%  1778. 

A  few  days  ago  the  Board  of  War  applied  to  this  CooiMil  to  (ndet 
out  a  Body  of  Militia  ae  aa  Baoort  to  relieve  a  Detaohneiit  of  tht 
Oontinental  Troops  Goarding  the  Bemaiiu  of  the  GoDTention  Troops 
on  their  iray  to  Virginia.     Upon  whioh  the  neeessary  Steps  irers 
taken  with  all  poeaible  Dispatch ;  but  to  prevent  as  mnoh  as  possiblt 
apprehended  Delay  &  Diffionlties,  I  am  oharged  to  represeat  to 
Congress,  that  the  delay  of  the  General's  letter  on  the  Boad,  it 
having  been  wrote  on  the  18^  Inst.,  &  not  reoeived  till  the  26*^  leaves 
too  small  a  space  of  Time  to  oomply  with  Uie  terms  of  the  Law  or 
substantial  Preparation  for  snoh  a  March.    That  the  Invasion  of 
the  State  the  last  Year  by  which  the  Militia  were  subjected  to  con- 
stant ft  very  severe  service  makes  it  an  Aot  of  Justice  to  give  them 
all  possible  indulgenoe,  as  their  agriculture  &  necessary  Attention  to 
their  Families  was  very  much  interrupted  by  their  military  Duty. 
We  miffht  also  observe  that  the  ffreat  number  of  Waggons  from  this 
State^  &  Persons  employed  in  inferior  Stations  in  the  Staff  Depart- 
ment, together  with  those  employed  in  the  various  Manufactures, 
exclusive  of  those  engiaged  in  the  Supply  of  Bread  for  the  Publick, 
oocasion  a  very  heavy  Drain  of  Men  ft  makes  the  Duty  very  burthen- 
some  on  those  that  remain,  who  have  not,  nor  affieet  to  have  Seruplei 
of  Gonsoienee  against  bearing  arms.    We  are  antkonaed  to  say,  Sir^ 
that  the  Earmem  of  this  State,  ttom  varidus  pnbliok  Beaeoas  srs 
now  very  baekwaid  in  the  Work,  ft  tho*  we  have  directed  the  necea* 
sary  Levies  to  be  made  for  this  Service,  it  would  bs  %  great  Belief 
to  them  if  the  Troops  which  have  escorted  them  thro'  the  States  of 
New  York  ft  New  Jersey  could  be  directed  to  prooeed.    And  las 
.the  tiommander  in  Ohjef  fully  acquainted  with  our  Giroumstanoes 
we  have  no  doubt  he  would  ehearfully  direct  it.    If,  upon  a  Bepre* 
sentation  of  these  Giroomstaoces,  Oongress  should  think  proper  to 
vary  the  Arraogementy  it  will  be  very  acoeptahle  to  the  State,  but  if 
not  we  shall  endeavour  to  manifest  our  attention  to  the  public  serrice 
ft  Bespeot  for  your  Body  by  forwarding  the  Business  with  all  pos- 
sible Dispatch. 

A  farther  duty,  Sir,  yet  remams,  whidi  is  to  Depresonii  to  Ooi^ress 
that  the.oalliug  the  Militia  to  perform  the  oommon  ft  OBdinary 
Duties  of  Guards  over  streets  ft  at  the  Doors  of  Offices,  is  found  by 
Experience  to  debase  the  Ideas  formerly  held  of  this  species  of 
military  Service,  ft  we  fear  will  in  littie  Time  extinguish  those  finer 
feelings  which  have  in  the  hour  of  Difficulty  ft  Danger  produced 
such  great  ft  happy  effects.  We  therefore  have  to  request  that  ss 
the  Gontinental  Troops  are  soon  to  be  placed  in  Winter  Quarters 
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AiB  sptrieB  of  daty  nmy  be  tniMferred^  them,  ft  the  militia  exoaswl 
M  far  as  possible  from  every  Daty  which  does  oot  immediately 
inolade  an  Idea  of  aetion  ft  honourable  Service. 
I  have  the  Honour^  &o., 

JOSEPH  KEED,  Prcaidcnt. 
Dinetedj 
To  the  Honble  Henry  LanrenSi  Esq'  Presideut  of  Oongresa. 


Council  to  Major  Edwards^  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  b^\  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Council  to  request  that  you  will  view  the 
new  .bridge  over  Sohuylkill,  called  Soilivaa's  bridge,'*'  and  report 
the  condition  of  it  to  the  Oonncil,  and  endeavoiff  to  form  an  eatimata 
of  the  eipenoe  of  securing  it  effeetoally  during  the  winter. 
I  am  respectfully, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

TY  MATLACK,  Sec'y, 
Directed  J 
To  Major  Edwards,  Providence  Township. 


EXTBAOT  OF  A  LbTTBR  FROM   THB  BOARD  OF  WaR  TO  COL. 

Bland,  1778. 

War  0«ce  Dec.  6,  1778. 
Sir, 

**  The  honble  Council  of  this  State  have  represented  to  Congress, 
that  they  are  apprehensive  it  will  not  be  in  their  power,  (from  the 
-peculiar  situation  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  from  want  of  sufficient 
notice,  as  the  General's  Letter  respecting  the  militia  was  muck 
delayed  on  the  road,)  to  collect  in  due  time  a  competent  number  of 
militia  to  relieve  the  Troops  escorting  the  convention  prisoners.  I 
am  therefore  to  direct  you  to  march  the  Continental  Troops  now 
under  your  command,  thro'  this  State,  until  a  sufficient  force  of 
militia  is  collected  to  relieve  them.  But  as  the  militia  of  Buoksj 
Philadelphia  and  Chester  are  now  assembling  it  will  bo  best  to  take 

*  See  page  768,  Vol.  VI. 
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them  along  wHh  yon,  &  send  off  so  many  Gonttoeiilal  Troopi  m  Adt 
namben  amonnt  to ;  and  yon  will  pleaao  to  observe  a  similar  ooodnol 
as  the  militia  of  the  upper  oounties  (to  the  Lieutenants  whereof  the 
Counoil  have  sent  their  orders,)  are  oolleeted ;  so  that  the  Troops 
may  return  to  Gamp  by  Detachments  as  they  are  relieved  from 
time  to  time  by  militia.  The  Board  could  have  wished  circumstances 
admitted  of  their  discharging  the  Troops  agreeably  to  the  Gbneral^a 
desire;  but  in  onr  present  situation  the  above  plan  is  the  only  one 
we  can  adopt/' 


Joseph  Eirkbridb  to  Pubs.  ReeD|  1778. 

Bordentown,  Dec'  6%  1778,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezciys  Orders  of  the  4*^  Inst,  this  moment  came  to  hand 
by  BxpreaSy  wfaioh  is  the  first  notice  I  have  had  of  any  Militaa  bemg 
caird.  Yoor  StxoeFy  may  be  assnr'd  that  every  possible  SxertioQ 
shall  be  ns'd  on  my  part  to  draw  out  a  Competent  number  of  the 
MUitia. 

The  Orders  for  marching  the  second  Class,  I  am  now  inform'd  was 
Directed  to  Col.  Wall,  but  what  progress  he  has  made,  I  only  know 
from  your  ExoeFy  Letter  now  before  me. 

I  very  much  apprehend  rais'g  the  two  class's  now  ordered  out, 
TEzaotly  agreeable  to  Law,)  will  be  rendered  less  usefull,  by  the 
aelay  that  must  necessarily  be  made  in  that  case;  but  every  possible 
measure  that  can  be  devis'd  to  quicken  their  march  shall  not,  on  my 
part  be  wanting. 

I  have  the  Hon'  to  be 

Your  Ezoellencie's  most  Respectful 
&  Obed'  Bum.  Servant, 

JO.  KIBEBBIDE, 
Pirecied, 
On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
^  Express. 

»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  687. 
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Thos.  Savados  to  Pkbs.  Bbxd,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  TktT  7, 1778. 

In  a  letter  dated  Nov.  25, 1  sent  into  Conncil,  I  beged  leave  to 
be  informed  wether  the  acconnts  of  the  state  salt  works,  sent  to  Lan- 
easter,  had  come  before  Coanoil|  and  wether  the  ration  bill  of  the 
troops  stationed  at  the  s^  works,  from  y  8  of  June,  1777  to  y«  9  of 
Jan*^  following,  is  to  be  carried  into  the  general  accounts  of  the  s* 
works,  or  be  settled  in  the  Comiss>*  department.  Mr.  Crispin  hact 
orders  from  the  late  president  to  furnish  me  either  with  provisions 
or  money,  which  ever  was  most  convenient  for  that  purpose,  which 
be  has  not  done,  but,  in  part,  there  are  considerable  sums  oweing  to 
divers  persons  for  provisions,  &c.,  had  for  the  nse  of  those  troops, 
who  are  very  pressing  for  their  money,  also  sundry  workmen,  who 
left  me  for  want  of  their  wages  being  duly  paid,  which  I  had  not  in 
my  power  to  pay  them,  being  in  advance  all  the  Cash  I  had  of  my 
own,  at  Commuid,  for  whisky,  &e.,  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  Ac., 
wfaioh  I  am  now  very  much  necessiated  for  at  this  time,  for  tbe  use 
of  my  family  ^  should  be  glad  that  y  H<»^  and  the  Hon^  OoniKal 
would  order  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  settled. 

There  are  at  the  works  a  Number  of  hoggs  and  one  Cow  that 
should  be  fatted.  I  have  not  money  to  purehase  Corn  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  should  have  done  ere  now ',  there  is  a  necessity  for  doing  it, 
there  being  nothing  for  them  to  live  on  dnreing  the  winter,  it  will 
also  be  necessary  some  Com  &c.,  be  provided  for  the  horses,  thej 
cannot  live  on  salt  hay  alone  in  winter. 

If  Council  should  think  proper  to  carry  the  wcnrka  into  ezecntioii 
it  will  be*neoessary  that  a  further  sum  be  granted  for  that  purpose. 
There  are  three  pans  now  up  and  part  iof  the  Brid(work  of  two 
others,  there  will  be  a  necessity  for  half  a  ton  of  Iron  rolled  five 
iBcheB  wide  &  one  quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  to  rivet  over  the  Joynts 
of  the  bottoms  of  the  pans,  the  mettle  expanding  so  much  by  the 
▼iolenee  of  the  fire  that  when  Cold  water  is  pumped  into  them 
eaasea  them  to  Leak,  which  can  be  remedied  no  other  way  then 
livetting  a  narrow  plate  over  the  Joynts,  irhich  does  e£BBetnally 
seoiire  them,  haveing  been  proved  in  several  instances  by  persons 
under  the  same  Circumstances.  A  smith  and  four  labourers  will 
make  the  three  pans,  that  are  now  up,  fit  to  work  in  two  or  three 
weeks  at  most,  which  will  make  from  fifteen  to  twenty  bushels  of 
salt  ^  day  when  the  water  is  good ;  the  other  two  pans  may  be 
Compleated  in  as  little  time.  To  Carry  the  three  pans  on  will 
require  three  boilers,  two  carters  and  four  wood  cutters.  The  sum 
of  five  hundred  pounds  will  be  sufficient  to  compleat  the  five  pans 
smd  earry  them  on  so  far  as  to  satisfy  your  Hon'  and  the  Hon^^* 
Couadl  of  the  propriety  and  consequence  of  such  a  work. 
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If  on  the  other  hand  Oounoil  nhonld  decline  carrying  on  the  work 
any  farther^  I  beg  they  would  inform  me  who  I  am  to  settle  my 
aoooanta  with,  and  in  what  manner  they  would  have  the  stock  of 
Cattle  &o.|  belonging  to  the  works  taken  care  of. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  serrant, 

THO*  SAVADGE. 

Diredfedf 

To  The  Hon**"  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'',  president  of  the  Hon*'"  Conntal 
of  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


P&BS.  BfiSD  TO  Col.  Richard  MgAllbsibb,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  9'*,  1778. 
Sir, 

.  The  H(m^  the  Continental  Congress,  having  required  a  Body  of 
Militia  from  this  state  to  escort  the  Prisoners,  under  the  Oonventioo 
of  Saratoga,  to  the  Borders  of  this  state,  on  their  way  to  Virginia,  I 
am  to  inform  you  that  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Bucks  &  Philsr 
delphia  will  perform  this  Duty  in  part,  but  it  will  be  neoessaiy  for 
the  County  of  York  to  tnm  out  a  part  of  her  Militia  to  meet  the 
Prisoners  on  the  Banks  of  the  Snsquehannah,  at  Wrighf  s  Ferry, 
with  all  possible  dispatch.  Yon  are,  therefore,  hereby  required  to 
call  out  one  Class  of  the  Militia  of  your  County  for  the  Purpose  tf*, 
agreeable  to  the  enclosed  resolve  of  the  Council.  And  as  the  service 
win  be  both  Honorable'&  Easy,  we  hope  vou  will  have  a  sufficient 
Number  )>ropared  to  receive  them,  as  too  Divisimis  respectively 
arrive;  The  whole  Number  will  be  mbout  6,000,  they  march  in  6 
Divisions,  and  follow  each  other  very  eloso.  The  first  Division 
erossed  the  Ddaware  this  Morning,  so  that  a  vigorous  exertion  on 
your  Part,  and  activity  on  that  of  the  officers  &  men  on  this  ocoasioD, 
irill  give  you  time  sufficient.  We  hope  there  will  be  no  ocossion 
for  an  Extraordinary  supply  of  arms,  mit  if  there  should,  you  mast 
apply  to  M'  Henry  of  Lancaster.  Provisions,  &c.,  are  kid  up  on 
the  route.  It  is  with  much  Concern,  I  observe  that  from  the  indal' 
gences  said  to  have  been  formerly  given  in  your  County,  some  Persooi 
apprehend  we  have  but  Kttle  to  expect.  *  I  make  no  Doubt  but  yoa 
will  exert  yourself  to  dittppoint  them,  and  save  the  state  the  Horti* 
fication  and  Disgrace  of  acknowledging  our  Inability  to  do  what 
other  states  have  done  at  a  verj  ^ort  Notice,  and  with  great  Dis^ 
patch.  Col.  Bland  has  the  general  Direction  of  the  Business,  to 
whom  you  are  to  apply  farther  if  Necessary. 

I  have  now  only  to  add  that  these  Prisonen  have,  in  some  In- 
stances, proved  Disorderly  and  licentious  on  their  March,  as  their 
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Route,  tkerefere,  lays  thro'  yovr  Ooiiiity,  tbe  PreBe^vation  of  the  In* 
babitatitB  firom  Inanlt  &  their  Property  from  Deetmotioii;  will  afforvl 
yea  an  additional  Motive  to  leaye  nothing  nndone  to  have  the  Onard 
prepared,  For  any  Delay  en  this  aeoount  will  not  only  be  a  Beproaoh 
to  the  state  bat  prove  extremely  burthensome  to  the  Inhabitantii 
where  sneh  a  Delay  happena,  all  the  Proviaiona  ft  Vorage  being  laid 
in  as  for  a  eontinned  Hafch.^' 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  &  very 

Hamble  Servant, 

J.  B.,  Pres't. 
IHrected. 

OoL  Eichard  M^^Allister,  Lieut"  of  the  Goiuity  of  Totk. 


Thomas  Sayadgb  to  F&BSiBBin  Besd,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Dee'  8, 1778. 

I  humbly  Ask  pardon  of  v*  Hon'  and  the  Hon^>*  Oonnoil,  ft  in 
particolor  M'  McLean  and  M'  Owen  Biddle,  whom  I  must  confess 
with  shame  I  have  Used  extremely  ill  by  inadvertently  imposing  a 
falsehood  on  M'  McLean  and  M'  Owen  Biddle,  by  saying  I  had  the 
Goppy  of  my  articles  from  M'  Biddle,  a  peice  of  Conduct  I  cannot 
but  with  the  greatest  shame  account  for ;  therefore  shall  not  attempt 
to  Vindicate  it  other  than  by  humbly  and  sincerely  asking  your 
pardon.  I  had,  some  days  before  I  came  to  town,  taken  a  Ooppy  of 
the  articles  and  put  into  my  saddle-bagg,  together  with  a  copv  of  the 
law  passed  in  favour  of  the  works  for  exempting  the  people  from 
Militia  duty,'whidi  did  not  oeour  to  ine  at  the  time  M'MeLean 
asked  me  about  it }  bat  on  going  home  to  tny  dinner,  I  recollected 
it  and  brought  it  with  me  in  the  afternoon.  I  hope  your  Hon'^  wilt 
Msa  it  by  if  poasible,  as  I  shall  for  the  future  take  eare  not  to  do  the 

If  your  Honoun  want  to  know  where  the  deed  for  the  land  on 
whi9h  the  works  are  built  his,  it  is  in  my  possession,  and  have  left  it 
with  the  books  and  other  papers  of  my  own,  in  the  hands  of  a  friend. 
My  reason  for  leaving  it  is,  the  deed  M'  Mott  gave  when  I  brought 
it  up  was  disapproved,  and  another  drawn  by  M'  Jn*"  Morris,  which 
M'  Mott  made  some  exceptions  to.  I  brought  it  here,  and  pointed 
out  M'  Mott's  Objections,  and  Council  agreed  to  the  erasement,  since 
which  I  have  not  had  an  Opportunity  to  get  it  signed  for  want  of 

*  This  order  was  countermanded  on  the  12  inst.,  see  letter  of  that  date  on 
page  116. 
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the  eTidenoe  thai  f  igned  the  other,  who  idwaye  happened  ie  he  eoi 
Men  M'  Mott  has  Imod  at  home.  The  plan  of  the  works  I  belie?e 
is  among  my  papers  at  the  wcMrks,  bnt  I  will  not  be  eertain  of  it 
Whether  M'  Biddie  and  M'  Gljmer  have  one  I  do  not  recollee^  bat 
think  what  papers  they  have  are  lodged  with  H'  Oljmer.  Any 
Other  informatbn  Oounoil  may  require  reepeotinff  the  works  I  shall 
folly  Oommunioate  if  it  is  in  my  power;  and  if  they  wonld  nitke 
farther  inquiry  aboat  them,  I  would  inform  them  that  Doct'  Harris 
has  been  at  the  works  and  seen  them  all  over,  and  Oan,  I  make  no 
doubt,  give  Council  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  thom,  he  haveiog 
a  Oonsiderable  work  of  his  Own,  and  Consequently  a  Competent 
Judge  of  them.  Should  be  Very  glad  council  would  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee of  Judicious  Men  who  are  Competent  Judges  of  such  a 
works,  to  enquire  into  my  Carracter,  my  Conduct,  and  my  accounts 
respecting  the  works,  being  Conscious  to  myself  that  I  have  done 
everything  in  my  power  to  Carry  the  Works  into  ezeoution,  agreea- 
ble to  my  articles  or  any  other  instractions  I  ever  reoeived.  I  am, 
€ir,  with  all  submission, 

Tdut  Meet  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

THO-  8AVADQB. 
Directedf 

To  The  Honourable  Jo"  Reed,  Esq'  Preoident  of  the  Hon*^  Coun- 
cil of  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


Council  to  Commodobe  Hazxlwood,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  10, 1778. 
pir, 

The  Connoil  has  advertised  the  sale  of  the  boats,  gallies,  and  other 
tessels  belongmg  to  the  state,*  ezoept  only  ono  sloop,  on  Monday 
next ;  and  it  is  beoome  necessary  to  have  an  inventory  of  Uie  several 
Vessels  immediately,  so  that  it  may  be  sent  to  the  Press  to  morrow 
at  noon.    You  will  please  to  send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Indorsed. 

To  Commodore  Hazclwood. 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  688,  641. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778.  118 

Council  to  Pbrsons  appointed  on  Pobbstallino,  1778. 

Ckntlemen : 

.The  bonourable  House  of  General  Assemblj  having  recommended 
to  the  serioas  attention  of  Goancil;  the  Petitions  of  snndry  mhabi- 
tants  of  this  city,  presented  and  read  in  the  honse,  praying  the 
house  would  take  into  their  Consideration  the  forestalling  of  Flour, 
&C.J  and  also  to  cause  offenders  in  that  respect  to  be  prosecuted 
according  to  law. — And  it  being  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the 
poor  that  the  practice  of  forestalling  be  as  much  as  possible  prevented ; 
the  Council,  confiding  in  your  attention  to  the  interest  of  the  people 
of  this  state  in  general,  and  that  of  the  poor  in  particular,  request 
that  you  will  endeavour  to  obtain  and  transmit  to  Council  as  soon  as 
may  be,  such  facts  relating  to  this  matter  as  you  shall  be  able  to 
collect,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  act  in  this  case  according  to 
the  benevolent  intention  of  the  house.  Authority  for  so  doing  is 
contained  in  the  enclosed  order  of  the  house. 
I  am, 

with  the  greatest  respect,  G^ent, 

Tour  Very  hm'ble  servant.* 
£»dar$$cL 

To  G^en*  appointed  to  enquire  concerning  Forestallers.  and  report, 
Dec?  10,  1778. 


Mbmoeul  of  Riohakd  Footman,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
The  memorial  and  Petition  of  Riohaid  Footman  of  Phikdelphia, 

Merohant  Attorney  in  Fact  of  James  Warren  of  the  City  of  London, 

Wine  Merchant 
Humbley  Sheweth, 

That  the  said  James  Warren  some  years  ago  entered  into  a  Co- 
partnership with  Robert  Hare  then  of  the  City  of  London  for  the 
erectine  and  carrying  on  a  Porter  Brewery  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
to  supi^y  the  Inhabitants  of  America  witii  that  useful  Article. 
1^  That  in  Prosecution  of  their  Plan  the  said  Robert  Hare  came  over 
to  this  City  and  expended  a  very  large  sum  of  money  on  their  joint 
Account  to  establish  such  a  Brewery. 

That  tho  present  War  breaking  out  shortly  after,  the  intercourse 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  was  so  much  interrupted  that 

«  See  Co).  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  C40. 
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the  said  James  Warren  could  seldom  bear  from  bis  said  partner  or 
be  informed  of  the  state  of  their  oiteoenis. 

The  large  sums  which  he  had  Advanced  and  the  nnoertainty  he 
was  in  respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  Bosiness  was  carried  on 
induced  him  in  the  Summer  of  last  year  to  undertake  a  Yojage  to 
this  Country,  where  he  arrived  about  the  time  the  British  Army 
came  to  this  City,  that  he  spent  the  last  Winter  and  Spring  in  ex- 
amining into  the  State  of  their  affairs  and  settliog  the  Accounts 
thereof^  which  he  oompleated  as  far  as  was  in  his  power  at  that  time, 
and  in  the  month  of  June  last  left  this  City  with  an  intention  to 
proceed  directly  to  England,  and  your  Petitioner  is  informed  and 
verily  believes  that  he  did  soon  after  leave  the  Continent. 

Your  Petitioner  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the  Caoduct  of  the 
Said  James  Warren  as  well  aa  from  his  general  character  verily 
believes  that  his  coming  to  this  City  at  the  time  he  did  was  not  with 
an  intention  of  joining  the  British  Army  or  of  Assisting  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  present  War^  nor  does  your  petitioner  know  nor 
nas  ever  heard  that  be  did  any  wi^  aid  or  assist  them|  his  whole 
time  beine  engaged  in  bis  own  private  Business. 

Before  his  departure  the  said  James  Warren  by  Letters  of  Proou« 
ration  duly  executed,  constituted  and  appointed  your  petitioner  his 
Attorney  to  transaet  his  Business  in  his  absence. 

Your  Petitioner  further  begs  leave  to  show  your  Honors  that  he 
has  seen  a  proclamation  issued  from  this  Honon^e  Board  by  Tlrtae 
of  An  Act  of  Assembly  entitled  an  Act  for  the  Attainder,  of  Divers 
Tndtors  if  they  render  not  themselves  by  a  certain  Day  and  for 
vesting  their  Estates  in  this  Commonwealth^  and  for  more  effectually 
discovering  the  same,  and  for  ascertaining  &  satisfying  the  lawful 
Debts  and  Claims  thereon  bearing  date  the  Thirtieth  day  of  October 
last  pasty  Reciting  that  certain  persons  in  the  said  Proclamation 
named  had  joinea  the  British  Army  and  reouiring  them  to  render 
themselves  to  the  Chief  Justice  or  some  other  Justice  of  Ais  State  on 
or  before  the  fifteenth  Day  of  this  instant  December,  upon  pain  of 
being  Attainted  of  High  Treason,  Ac,  In  which  said  prodamatioa 

?>u  Petitioner  has  disoovered  the  name  of  James  Warreli,  Brewer, 
our  Petitioner  should  not  have  supposed  his  princifkd  the  said  James 
Warren  to  have  been  the  person  intended  thcgc^by  had  he  «ot  been  so 
informed. 

Upon  receiving  this  information  your  Petitioner  thought  the  Duty 
he  owed  to  his  Constituent  required  him  to  take  Council,  which  he 
did  and  was  Advised  to  apply  to  your  Honors  upon  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  said  Act  of  Assembly  could  never  have  been 
intended  to  include  Persons  absent  beyond  the  Seas,  And  this  Hon- 
orable Board  would  not  wish  to  attaint  any  Person  of  so  high  a  crime 
without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that  he  was  charged^ 
and  the  said  James  Warren  having  left  this  Continent  long  before 
the  Date  of  the  said  Proelan^tian,  and  as  the  said  James  Warren  is 
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not  described  in  the  same  by  his  Proper  name^  yonr  Petitioner  there> 
fore  saving  to  his  said  Constituent  all  and  every  benefit,  and  advantage 
which  may  arise  to  him  by  the  misnomer  aforesaid,  and  not  admitting 
any  thing  which  may  operate  against  him. 
Hnmbly  prays  your  Honors, 

That  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  (nrcnmstanoes  of  this  case 
into  your  consideration,  And  if  your  Honors  should  think  it  a  case 
of  difficulty  that  you  be  pleased  to  permit  your  Petitioner  to  employ 
Council  to  appear  before  your  Honors  to  shew  further  cause  why 
the  said  Attainder  should  not  take  Place  against  your  Petitionei^ 
Baid  Constituent,  and  that  your  Honors  would  be  pleased  to  order  a 
Nolle  Prosequi  to  be  entered  thereupon,  or  that  your  Honors  would 
Grant  to  your  Petitioner's  said  Constituent  such  other  Belief  as  the 
nature  of  his  case  according  to  Right  and  Justice  shall  seem  to 
require. 

And  your  Petitioner,  &c., 

BICHARD  FOOTMAN. 


Council  to  Be  McCalbstbr,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  December  12, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  exigency  which  on  the  7th  instant  induced  the  Council  to 
Older  out  a  part  of  the  Militia  of  your  County  to  escort  the  Conten- 
lb»  troops  being  considerably  lessened,  it  ill  agreed  to  cduntermand 
the  ordtf  then  given.  Tou  will  therefore  give  the  people  of  your 
County  immediate  notice  hereof,  thai  they  may  be  as  Uttle  incom- 
moded by  that  order  as  possible.  It  will  be  proper  for  you  to  inform 
the  Council  as  soon  as  may  be  what  has  been  done,  in  consequence 
of  the  above  mentioned  order  of  the  7th  instantf 

JDirected, 
Col.  Bic*  McAllister,  Lieut,  of  York  County. 

•  Referred  ta  in  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  641,  laid  on  the  table, 
t  Bee  page  110. 
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Thos.  Savadgb  to  Council,  1778. 

PhUadelphia,  Deo'r  12, 1778. 

I  beff  pardon  for  interrapting  yon  so  often,  bat  necessity  has  no 
law.  I  nave  a  family  in  Towo,  I  nave  not  one  stick  of  wood  for  them 
to  bnrn  nor  money  to  buy  aoy  or  go  to  market ;  I  have  been  here 
almost  seven  weeks  waiting  to  know  when  I  am  to  settle  the  ration 
bill  &  sundry  other  matters.  I  am  considerable  in  advance  for  those 
rations  and  in  debt  for  some,  more  than  twelve  months.  I  beg  to 
know  where  I  am  to  settle  it,  and  that  your  Honor  would  order  it 
paid,  for  my  family  cannot  be  wanting  the  Neoessariea  of  life. 
I  am  with  all  Due  respect,  y 

Hon"  most  (A>edient  humble  Serv^ 

THOS.  SAVADGB. 
D^irectedf 

To  The  Hon^i"  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Honble 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Lt.  Saml.  Huntbr  to  Pres.  Reed,  1778. 

Snnbury,  ISth  December,  1778. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  Besolve  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  June  last,  and 
the  instructions  of  Council  of  the  10th  of  same  month  to  me,  concern- 
ing  Raiseing  a  Company  in  this  (County  to  continue  in  Service  for 
Biz  Months  from  the  date  of  their  enlistments,^-!  imeadiady  ap- 
pointed the  following  Officers,  Vis*,  James  Murrev,  Captain,  Robert 
Arthur,  Cap*  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Fulton,  Second  lieutenant,  Wil^ 
liam  Beed,  third  Lieutenant,  and  Andrew  Donaldson,  Ensign,  and 

five  them  Warrants  agreeable  to  the  orders  I  Received,  dated  the 
7th  June ;  this  Company,  tho'  not  Quite  so  compleat  as  should  be, 
was  of  infinit  service,  as  they  were  in  General  Good  Woodsmen,  and 
fit  for  the  Service  they  were  Employed  in.  I  superintended  this 
Company  untill  the  first  of  August  that  Coll.  Hartley  came  here  to 
take  the  Command ;  their  times  is  now  most  partly  Expired,  and 
Captain  Murrey  is  gon  to  the  Board  of  War  with  a  Muster  Boll  of 
Uie  Company  Certified  by  me,  to  Beeeive  their  pay. 

The  Coppy  of  the  Besolve  of  Congress  that  I  Beoeived,  mentions 
Eighty  Dollars  to  Each  man  that  shall  provide  himself  with  a  Good 
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Bifle  and  Aoontrements,  and  this  is  the  footing  this  Ciwipany  is 
fiaised  upon.  Yet  it  Answered  a  Oood  End,  suppose  there  might 
he  some  Mistake  in  the  Number  of  Dollars;  for  otherwise  had  it 
leeu  Eight  -in  place  of  Eighty,  this  Company  would  have  fallen 
through,  as  the  Company  that  was  to  be  Raised  in  Lancaster  county. 
I  have  known  some  of  the  men  that  paied  thirty  Pounds  for  a  Uood 
new  Bifle,  at  the  time  they  were  enlisted  in  Murrey's  Comp^. 

There  is  one  thing  I  would  be  desirous  to  know  of  Council,  Con« 
cerning  the  Guns  and  Blankets  that  has  been  Appraised  in  this 
County  belonging  to  the  Militia,  that  has  from  time  to  time  been 
ealld  out  into  Actual  Service,  and  some  of  them  lost  in  Action,  who 
18  to  pay  for  them,  as  no  particular  body  is  mentioned  to  defray 
this  Expence,  so  that  there  is  a  great  many  of  the  Militia  of  this 
County  wants  their  pay  this  twelve  months  past  for  Guns&  Blankets, 
that  is  Certified  to  be  lost  in  action  by  their  Commanding  Officers. 

My  Department  in  this  County  differs  from  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Countys  on  Accouut  of  the  Militia  doing  duty  here,  and  they 
are  troops  thats  not  Easy  Governed,  nor  cannot  be  brought  under 
due  Subordination  as  Begular  Troops  is.  I  have  had  the  first, 
second,  third,  &  part  of  the  fourth  Classes  of  this  County  Militia 
doing  duty  this  two  Months  past — and  would  be  desirous  to  knoWj  , 
if  Council  will  order  aney  more  out  this  Winter,  or  leave  that  as 
Occasion  may  Bequire,  as  they  are  all  chiefly  discharged  at  this  pre- 
sent time,  for  it  is  not  all  the  Militia  of  this  or  the  three  Neighbour- 
ing  Countys  that  will  deter  the  Indians  from  makeiug  Excursions 
against  the  Frontiers,  and  we  need  not  Expect  any  Peace  with  them 
notill  there  is  proper  Expeditions  Carryed  on  against  their  Towns 
Early  the  Ensneing  Spring,  otherwise  I  dredd  the  consequences. 

I  am  Sony  at  Coll.  Hartley  leaveing  this  County,  for  to  do  him 
Justice,  he  made  the  best  use  possable  of  what  Troops  was  under 
his  Command,  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  and  the  Oood  of 
the  Country ;  last  Month  we  were  alarmed  by  Express  from  Wyom- 
ing of  a  large  'Body  of  Indians  and  Torys  comeing  down  on  the 
frontiers  of  this  County,  but  when  Coll.  Hartley  and  myself  Issued 
orders  to  the  Inhabitants  to  Assemble  at  such  &  such  places,  I  never 
see  them  turn  out  more  spirited  than  they  did  on  thiB  Occasion  to 
Guard  the  frontiers,  and  I  am  certain  would  fight,  as  severals  of 
ihem  that  had  leatly  come  back  to  the  County  tdd  me  they  would 
Sather  die  fighting  than  leave  their  homes  again,  as  their  familys 
safifered  for  want  of  the  Necessaries  of  life  wmle  they  were  Absent 
from  this  County ;  and  I  belive  it  to  be  the  case,  (for  the  Generality 
of  the  People  that  has  not  Suffered  by  this  Cruel  Savage  Warr  thats 
earryed  on  by  Indians  ft  worse  then  Indians,  the  white  people  that 
haa  Joined  them)  turns  their  Backs  uppon  the  poor  people  that  was 
obliged  to  fly  and  leave  their  all  behind  them. 

In  case  there  is  not  some  ways  and  means  fallen  on  to  Beleive  the 
distressed  poor  they  must  inavitably  Suffer,  as  Grain  is  so  dear  and 
the  Honopolizeis  and  Forestallers  is  to  blame^  for  I  look  uppon 
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them  to  be  wone  then  the  Savaffee  or  any  Bnemy  tbats  against  u 
at  this  day,  as  the  Neceasaries  of  life  eannot  be  so  aoaice  in  this 
State  as  some  Bad  People  would  hare  it 

I  hare  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir^ 

Your  most  Obed'  Humble  Serv^^ 

SAHL.  HUNTER,  Lieu'  N.  a 
Directed^ 

His  Ezcelency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Soprcme 
Executive  Council;  Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Pres.  Reed,  1778. 

York^  December  14th,  1778. 
May  it  Please  yoor  Excellency : 

I  rec*  your  favour  of  the  seventh  instant,  ^'  Mr.  Lilley,  on  fridaj 
kst,  and  by  him  sent  the  incIos%  who  promised  to  deliver  it  the 
same  day  to  Col.  M'Callister.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  on  re- 
ceiving your  Commands,  which  shall  be  chearfuUy  Obey'd  by  <wo 
who  begs  leave  to  subscribe  himself, 
Your  Excellency's 

moat  Obedient  humble  Serv*, 

WM.  SCOTT. 


Report  on  State  of  Treasury,  1778. 

Tuesday,  Decern.  15th,  1778. 

Tfa««  18  at  praent  in  the  Treasury  ^^20,000,  part  of  620,000 
]>olianei  or  Continental  Tax,  and  no  other  kind  of  money.  About 
£6000  of  this  money  has  ahready  been  paid  on  Warrants  of  Con- 
gresi^  and  £4000  on  an  Order  of  Council. 

DAY'D  RITTENHOUSE^  Treasurer. 
The  Hon^>*  the  Supreme  Execttive  Council 
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GBn&AL  WASHiNaTOK  to  Prssidbot  Rbsd,  1778. 

Head  Qtxuterg;  Middle  Brook,  VJ^  Deoember,  1778. 
Sir, 

To  preTent  as  fitr  as  possible  the  intercotirse  between  the  inbabi- 
tsnts  of  these  States  and  the  Enemy  in  New  York,  I  have  given 
positive  orders  to  Greneral  Mazwe]],  who  commands  at  Elizabeth 
Town,  to  permit  no  persons,  inhabitants  of  or  coming  from  any  of 
the  States,  to  pass  to  Staten  Island  or  New  York  witbont  permission 
has  been  first  obtained  from  their  respective  Governors  or  legislative 
Authorities*  This  wiH  relieve  the  commanding  officer  from  the 
A'fficnhy,  which  he  must  otherwise  be  nnder,  of  discriminating 
between  all  designing  persons,  and  those  who  are  proper  to  be  in- 
trusted within  the  enemy's  lines :  But  as  a  too  frequent  passage  of 
Flag  Boats  is  attended  with  many  inconveniences^  I  could  wish  that 
as  many  as  possible,  of  those  who  obtain  leave,  might  be  sent  at 
one  time.  For  instance  if  it  shall  be  determined  that  Boats  will 
only  be  permitted  to  pass  the  first  of  every  Month  (except  in  extra- 
ordinary esses)  they  may  suit  their  Business  to  that  time  and  attend 
accordingly. 

If  you  approve  of  the  above  plan  be  pleased  to^gnify  your  con- 
carrenoe,  and  I  will  give  orders  to  Oen^  Maxwell  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  I  am  the  more  desirous  of  falling  upon  some  such  mode 
as  the  foregoing,  as,  when  I  was  lately  at  Elizabeth  Town,  I  found 
the  intercourse  so  common  that  it  alarmed  and  gave  umbrage  to  the 
well  affected  in  that  neighbourhood. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Regard 
Your  Excellency's 

most  ob*  Serv*, 

G»  WASHINGTON. 

IHrected, 
Bis  Excellency  Otor  Beed. 

*  See  Col.  "Eec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  660.    See  answer,  p.  127. 
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Mabhtb  Committbb  ov  Congbbss  to  Pbesidbni  Bjbxd,  1778. 

Marine  Committee,  Philad*  Deo,  17, 1778. 
Sir, 

In  Parsoance  of  the  Direction  of  Gongreas  and  the  Beqaest  of  the 
Minister  Plenipotentianr  of  France,  I  have  the  Honor  of  transmiitiog 
to  joor  Excellency  a  declaration  nnder  the  Hand  &  Seal  of  that 
Minister  promising  a  Reward  to  every  Vessel  that  may  take  or  des- 
troy any  Vessel  of  the  Enemy  loaded  with  Masts  or  Spars  ftdestin'd 
for  the  Ports  of  Halifax,  Newport  or  New  York. 

It  is  the  particular  desire  of  the  Minbter  that  this  Declaration 
may  be  addressed  to  your  Excellency,  to  the  End  that  it  may  be 
made  known  in  such  Manner  as  yoor  Wisdom  shall  direct. 
I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of  Regard, 

yonr  Excellency's  most  obediant 

and  very  humble  Serv**, 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 
SAM'  ADAMS,  Chairman.* 

Directed,  ^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


J.  Morris,  Jr.,  to  Prbsipbnt  Bred,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  Inclose  you  Oen'  Sullivan's  Letter  k 
Capt.  Langs  Memorial  of  the  24^  Aug^  last  agreeable  to  your  de- 
sire. 

I  am  Y'  Excellency's 

most  Obed^  &c., 

J.  MORRIS,  Jr. 
1  o'clock— Dec.  18, 1778. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.  VoL  XI.  p.  646. 
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Col.  Thomas  Proctor  to  President  Reed,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  the  19%  1778. 
Hay  it  please  yotiT  Excellency — 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  jou  a  few  matters  that  regard  the  Batta- 
lion of  Artillery  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  provision  necessary 
to  be  made  for  its  Establishment  of  Men  and  Cloathing — ^hoping  it 
will  meet  your  Approbation. 

I«ti7  X  Claim  the  honour  of  having  Enlisted  the  first  Company 
appointed  to  be  raised  by  the  Council  of  this  Commonwealth  in 
October  1775. 

2*^  It  is  hoped  Notwithstanding  our  being  callM  into  the  field  in 
November  1776  to  act  as  Continental  Troops  for  the  General  Good, 
that  we  be  not  excluded  from  the  advantages  that  ought  to  derive  to 
us  from  the  State  to  which  we  belong. 

3'^  Provided  the  Battallion  of  Artillery  be  credited  to  the  Quota 
of  this  Commonwealth,  ought  not  the  Officers  and  men  be  furnished 
with  the  Stipend  of  Cloathing  as  granted  to  the  rest  of  her  Troops, 
as  well  to  be  furnished  with  monies  to  fill  the  Battallion  with  its 
proper  Complement  of  men. 

4*^17  That  the  honourable  the  Executive  Council  of  this  Common- 
wealth take  into  their  Serions  ^oaeideration  a  resolve  of  Congress 
bearing  date  September  the  third,  1778,  in  favour  of  said  Battidlion 
that  the  same  may  be  admitted  and  Inroll'd  amon^  the  number  of 
her  Troops  according  to  Seniority,  and  that  the  Several  Officers  be 
promoted  to  the  vacancies  that  have  fell  in  said  Battalion  from  July 
1777  to  the  date  of  the  annez'd  List  of  Officers,  as  are  therein  in- 
serted. 

6^^  That  the  honourable  house  take  knowledge  of  the  distress  of 
the  Officers  of  said  Battallion,  their  want  of  Cloathing  and  direct 
measures  suitable  to  their  present  Necessities. 
I  am.  With  due  respect, 

Your  Excellencies  Obedient 
and  Most  Humble  Serv*, 

THOS.  PROCTOR  Colonel  P.  A, 

J?irected, 

The  Honourable  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  Common 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania.  «  «  A 

Vol.  VII— 6 
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Alex,  Wilcocks  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1778, 

Philada.,  Deo.  20th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  received  last  Nisht  an  Extract  from  the  Mintttas  of  the  Hon^Ue 
Ezeoatiye  Council,  dated  the  17th  Inst.,*  which  I  presume  relates 
to  the  Salt  parchased  by  Mr.  Wm.  McMortrie  and  mjself.f  Mr. 
McMartrie  is  not  in  Town — I  beff  (he  Fayoor  that  yon  will  inform 
the  Hon'ble^Gonncil,  That  Mr.  John  Wilcocks  »nd  I,  who  aie  the 
present  Owners  of  the  Salt,  (that  remains  unsold,)  will  ebeerfallj 
attend  them  at  any  hour  they  shall  appoint  for  an  Enquiry  into  tbr 
Matter,  which  I  have  the  Pleasare  to  understand  from  the  Manner 
in  which  the  order  is  worded,  will  prevent  their  taking  any  Measnrefl 
to  possess  themselves  of  the  Salt. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Most  Obedient 
Humble  Serv't, 

ALEX.  WILCOCKS. 
Directed, 

Timothv  Matlack,  Esqniie,  Seo'y  of  the  Hoa'le  tie  ExeetWe 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Memorial  op  Widow,  Ac.  of  Johk  Robbets,  1778. 

To  the  President  ft  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Jane  Roberts,  Widow  of  John  Robert«y  and 
her  Nine  Children,  Thomas,  J^hu,  HaiUMb,  Sarah,  Maiy,  J«&^ 
Thamsin,  Elisabeth  k  Ann, 
Respectfully  Sheweth, 

That  on  the  23d  of  November,  they  presented  two  Petitions  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  the  Praj^r  of  which  was  in  the  followiog 
Words:  '^The  Request  which  with  Submission  we  now  make  to 
«  this  House,  is  to  restore  to  our  a£9icted  Mother  the  Dower  she 
'<  was  by  Law  entitled  to,  and  to  grant  to  us  their  Children  the 
<<  Inheritance  we  had  a  Right  to  expect,  and  which  no  act  of  oort 
'I  has  contributed  to  forfeit.''  And  the  same  being  read  by  direc- 
tion of  the  House,  the  following  Entry  was  made  on  the  Minates, 
vis. :  '<  A  Petition  from  Jane  Roberts,  Widow  of  the  late  John 
<<  Roberts,  deceased,  enclosing  a  Petition  from  her  nine  Children, 
'<  praying  the  attention  of  the  House  to  their  distressed  case,  were 
**  read  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  Table.''    And  not  having  been 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XT.  p.  646,  654. 
t  See  Arohives,  YoL  YI.  p.  708-761. 
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z«ad  a  second  time,  or  dismissed  at  the  .first,  the  Memorialists  j^:^ 
same  the  Bosiiiees  Ilea  over  for  the  Consideration  of  the  next  Session, 
And  as  the  Day  appointed  for  the  sale  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
said  Estate  will  take  place  before  the  said  meeting  of  Aseembly,  the 
Memorialists  request  as  a  Favour  of  the  President  and  Executive 
Coaneilj  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  give  Directions  for  postponing 
the  said  sale  until  such  time  as  the  Assembly  shall  have  given  a 
final  answer  to  their  Petition,  which  from  the  Nature  of  the  case 
tbey  flatter  themselves  might  be  favourable;  and  as  the  Delay 
cannot  be  any  Detriment  to  the  Publick,  the  Memorialists  have  the 
more  Beason  to  hope  their  Request  n>ay  be  granted,  being  fully 
penuaded  that  the  House  as  Guardians  of  the  Bights  of  every 
IndiFidual,  will  not  reject  the  second  Reading  of  a  Petition  which 
asks  for  an  act  of  Clemency  towards  Persons  against  whom  no 
Crime  is  alledged.'*' 

Jane  Roberts^  Mary  Hunter, 

Thomas  Roberts,  Jane  Roberts,  Jun', 

Jehu  Roberts,  Tbamzin  Roberts, 

Hannah  Price,  Elizabeth  Roberts, 

Sarah  Thomaa,  Ann  Roberts. 


Col.  Thomas  Prootob  to  Pbbsibbnt  Rbbd,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  December  the  21st,  1778. 
Sir, 

Major  Forrest  having  acquainted  me,  that  on  waiting  on  you 
with  my  papers  of  the  ldtb,f  that  you  were  somewhat  offended, 
suppodng  that  undue  measures  had  been  undertaken  in  procuring 
the  then  inclosed  Resolves  of  Congress,  of  Sept.  8d.  In  order 
therefore  to  remove  suspicions  of  my  having  acted  in  such  a  manner, 
out  of  a  line  of  my  duty,  shall  for  your  better  information  do 
myself  the  pleasure  of  submitting  two  IjetteiB  for  your  perusal. 
Copies,  one  sent  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  one  to  Conflrees,  the 
former  of  which  was  handed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  Congress, 
which  probably  was  the  means  of  that  Resolve  being  passed.  But 
previous  to  either  of  these  Letters  I  wrote  one  to  the  Honourable  tho 
Executive  Council  to  the  same  effect,  and  not  receiving  any  answer 
thereto  but  verbal  from  Col.  Matlack,  and  not  officially,  was  my 
reason  for  seeking  means  in  another  channel  to  augment  my 
Battallion,  purely  the  purpose  of  ^my  being  sent  here  in  June  from 
Head  Quarters.  It  has  also  been  said  by  a  member  of  the  house, 
that  I  have  been  heard  to  say  I  never  would  leave  the  State  again 
with  my  Battallion,  and  that  by  such  profession  some  members 

*  See  pages  21 
t  See  page  121. 
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were  prejadiced  to  mj  disadTantage.  I  remember  in  disoonrse 
with  Colonel  Bajard,  on  his  Interogating  me  with  respect  to  a 
anpposed  difference  between  me  and  the  Commander  of  the 
Artillery,  that  I  delivered  myself  to  him  in  some  snob  words,  but 
it  proceeded  from  a  different  Impulse  of  mind  to  which  the  Colonel 
Imputed  it ;  and  give  me  leave  to  assure  you,  that  I  have  oft  Com- 
plained against  my  folly  in  giving  the  preference  to  a  Continental 
Commission  before  that  of  the  State,  and  as  a  farther  Indication  of 
my  not  being  duly  understood  by  Col.  Bayard,  that  General  Cad- 
wallader  may  be  asked  the  question,  the  message  I  beg'd  him  to 
deliver  his  Excellency  General  Washington  before  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  anxious  to  join  the  grand  army,  believing  Laurels  were 
ready  to  be  shared,  was  unhappy  to  bo  absent ;  the  same  request  I 
made  to  General  Arnold  when  our  Troops  lay  at  White  plains,  & 
that  a  part  of  my  Battallion  at  least  might  be  permitted  to  join  his 
Excellency ;  which  I  would  command,  leaving  the  residue  for  the 
defence  of  this  City.  In  shorty  I  can  say  with  truth  I  have  ever 
obeyed  the  orders  of  my  superiors  with  becoming  alacrity,  and  none 
can  charge  me  with  not  having  strictly  done  my  duty.  I  exceed- 
ingly lament  that  my  Battallion  have  so  much  cause  of  complaint 
and  tfateir  necessities  so  little  attended  to,  Specially  as  the  lott  has 
falFn  on  me  to  remonstrate  when  it  is  necessary  in  their  behalf. 
The  act  of  laying  before  you  the  promotions  due  to  my  officers, 
conceived  to  be  a  duty  Incumbent  on  me  to  prevent  their  repeated 
complaints,  leaving  the  issue  and  determination  to  those  whom  it 
concerned  to  adjust — and  as  to  an  Insidious  report  of  Rations  being 
drawn  for  more  men  than  actually  were  contained  in  the  Battallion, 
it  is  without  foundation,  utterly  false,  and  no  man  dare  to  ajoert  it. 
I  am,  your  Excellency's 

Obed't  and  most  h'ble  serv't, 

THOM'S  PROCTOR.* 
DtrecUdf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Hon'ble  the 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  answer,  Deo.  81,  page  186. 
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CoiTNoiL  TO  Gov.  John  Morris,  Gov.  op  Md.,  1778. 

In  Connoil^ 

Philada,  DeC  21st,  1778. 
Sir, 

A  traoscript  of  the  late  act  of  assembly,  intitalcd  an  act  to  prohibit 
for  a  limited  time  the  making  of  Whiskey  &  other  spirit  from  Wheat, 
Rye  or  any  other  sort  of  Grain,  or  from  Meal  or  flour,  properly 
authenticated,  being  wanted  for  the  information  of  the  Governor  of 
Maryland ;  the  Legislature  of  that  State  having  passed  a  similar  Law,* 
to  have  operation  in  case  this  State,  Delaware  &  Virginia  concur  in 
the  prohibition,  Yon  are  therefore  desired  as  soon  as  possible  to 
furnish  me  with  the  same,  in  order  that  the  request  of  his  Excellency 
Governor  Johnston  may  be  complied  with.  Other  Copies  will  be 
proper  to  send  to  the  Governors  of  Virginia  &  New  Jersey,  &  the 
Ptesid'  of  Delaware. 

The  minutes  of  Assembly  direct  the  publication  of  their  Resolves 
of  the  28*^  of  November  last  concerning  a  convention  to  be  published 
in  the  News-papers,  for  one  month.  It  is  not  necessary  to  remind 
jon  of  this  generally,  bat  I  recommend  that  they  be  inserted  in  the 
Newspapers  published  in  Trenton  &  Baltimore,  as  they  have  a  circu- 
lation through  8om6  of  our  oountiea,  perhaps  superior  to  those  of  this 
City. 

Council  are  of  opinion,  that  publication  of  the  instructions  to 
Delegates  of  this  State  of  the  80th  Nov'  last,  as  they  respect  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  Connecticut  &  Virginia,  &  foreign  Alii- 
anoes;,  would  be  useful. 

JOSEPH  BEED,  President. 

P.  S.  The  Express  from  Annapolis  returns  at  2,  afternoon. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  John  Morris,  Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land.   ' 


BOBEUT  MOBKIB  TO   CoUHfOIL,   1778. 

Philada.  DeO' 28d,  1778. 

Gent», 

I  delivered  to  your  order  in  August  last  314  muskets,  800  Gun 
locks  &  1000  Gun  screws,  being  part  of  a  larger  parcell  that  were 
shipped  by  Mr.  John  Ross  for  account  of  the  State,  in  a  ship  that 
vras  blown  of  the  Coast  last  Fall  &  put  into  Cape  Francois  were  the 
Cargo  was  landed ;  the  quantity  on  board  that  ship  was  1000  muskets 

*  See  Oolon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  647. 
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for  this  state  &  500  iotended  for  the  State  of  Maryland.  In  landing 
&  storing  at  the  Oape,  many  of  the  Cheats  were  broke  and  the  arms 
became  mixed,  so  that  it  cannot  be  distinguished  which  were  for  that 
or  which  for  this  state,  for  this  reason  I  delivered  to  Pensylvania  Ids 
of  what  did  arrive  before,  ft  shall  do  the  same  with  the  rest  as  they 
come  to  hand.  I  have  now  rec'd  250  muskets  more  of  these  paroells 
&  am  ready  to  deliver  to  your  order  167  of  them.  I  paid  the  freight 
of  the  last  parcell  from  the  Cape  agreeable  to  the  inclosed  bill  £462. 
12«.  of  the  freight  of  167  muskets  valued  at  £9  ^  is  £1603  at  10 
^ct  is  £160.  J&.  0.,  so  that  the  freight  of  both  parceUa  amount  to 
ic622. 18«.,  this  Carr'y,  and  I  presume  you  will  think  it  right  to  grant 
me  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  this  sum ;  the  former  parcell  were 
valued  by  Wm.  Henry  of  Lancaster  &  James  Pearson  at  £9  or  24 
Doll*  each,  &  that  price  the  Board  of  war  paid  me  for  those  intended 
for  Maryland,  consequently  the  freight  was  charged  on  the  proper 
value,  the  present  parcell  were  they  to  be  valued  I  suppose  woud  be 
set  higher  as  every  thing  else  has  risen,  but  being  myself  part  owner 
of  the  vessels  that  brought  on  these  muskets,  I  do  not  wish  to  nise 
the  freights.  I  will  continue  to  give  orders  for,  bringing  over  the 
romainder  of  these  arms  as  fast  as  I  can  find  opportunities  to  take 
them  in  on  fr^ 

And  with  great  respect, 

I  remain  G^nt" 

your  obed.  hble  Serv*, 

ROB'T  MOREIS.* 
Directed, 

To  His  Ex'oy  the  President  &  Honble  Council  of  Pensylvania. 


State  of  Pennsylvania, 

To  the  Owners  of  Brig^  BeUliation,  D'. 

1778,  Sept'.     For  the  freight  of  314  muskets  Imported  in  said  Brig' 
from  Cape  Nicola  Mole  &  delivered  to  Cap*  Jos. 
Stiles,  *$  his  reti>,  valued  by  Mess"  Wm.  Henry  & 
James  Pearson  at  £9  ^  is    .         .        £2826 
800  Oun  Locks,    @  45<,  .        .      1800  0 

£4626  0 


Freight  of  the  above  *$  Bill  of  Loading  &  Custom  at 
10  ^ct  is £462  12 


*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  668t 
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Qw.  Washington  to  Pbbsidbnt  Rkw),  1778. 

Sir, 

I  had  not  the  honor  of  reomring  yonr  Ezoellency's  favor  of  yes- 
terday till  late  in  the  evening.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  high  mark 
of  esteem  and  attention  intended  me  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  the  honor  of  their  visit  at 
11  o'clock  this  morning. 

I  thank. you  for  the  polite  manner  in  which  yon  have  been  pleased 
to  convey  their  desire  for  that  purpose,  and  I  bog  leave  to  assure  you 
of  the  perfect  Esteem  and  Respect  with  which  I  am, 
Tour  Ezcellenc/s 

most  ob*  Serv<, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Chestnut  Street,  24th  Decem^,  1778. 


President  of  Congress  to  President  or  Council,  1778. 

The  President  of  Congress  presents  his  compliments  to  thePresid* 
of  the  State,  and  sends  him  by  M'  James  Trumbull  twelve  Commis- 
sions for  private  vessels  of  war,  with  an  eqjial  number  of  Bonds  & 
Instructions. 

Philadelphia,  24  Dec,  17'^8. 
Directed. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Pres't  op  Council  to  Gbn,  Washington,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Council  of  this  State  have  been  favoured  with  vour  Ezceirys 
Letter  of  the  17th*  Inst,  proposing  to  regulate  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Inhabitants  of  these  States  &  the  Enemy  at  New  York,  so 
as  that  Flag  Boats  may  pass  at  stated  Periods  only.  In  answer  to 
which  I  have  now  the  Honour  to  acquaint  your  Exceiry  that  this 
Board  entirely  approve  thereof  &  as  soon  as  the  Times  are  fixed  & 
the  Regulations  oommunioated  will  grant  their  licences  conformably. 

*  See  page  119. 
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This  Board  having  been  anthorized  by  the  late  Assembly  to  supply 
the  troops  with  certain  ennmerated  articles  at  a  Price  more  propor- 
tioned to  their  Pay,  than  the  present  rates,  we  should  be  much 
obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  be  informed  in  what  Manner  other 
States  have  conducted  this  Business,  what  checks  there  are  upon  the 
Issues^  &  upon  the  issuing  Officer,  &  what  allowance  is  made  him  1 
whether  the  Officers  of  the  State  direct  the  Issues  when  the  articles 
are  delivered  at  Gamp,  or  the  military  Gentlemen  do  it. 

Our  wishes  to  promote  the  comfort  &  satisfaction  of  the  Trqops 
will  we  trust  apologize  to  your  Excell'y  for  giving  you  this  trouble, 
as  we  are  anxious  to  forward  the  supplies  £  put  the  Issues  on  the 
most  satisfactory  Footing. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  very  great  Respect, 

Your  Exoell'y  most. 

obed.  Hble.  Serv*.* 
Indonedf 
Dec.  26th;  1778,  To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Resolution  of  Conqress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  De<f  £6/ 1778. 

A  letter  of  21  from  Abraham  Clark,  esq.,  of  New  Jersey  was  read 
enclosing  affidavits  respecting  the  conduct  of  brig.  Maxwell  in  resisting 
a  writ  of  habeas  Corpus. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  com**  of  three. 

Jan'y  2, 1779. 

The  com**  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  A.  Clark  respect^ 
ing  the  conduct  of  brig'  Maxwell  brought  in  a  report. 

Jan'y30,1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ont 
the  letter  from  Mr.  A.  Clark  respecting  the  conduct  of  brig.  Maxwell 
after  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  &rther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to 
Monday. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec-y. 

♦  See  answer  p.  129.  f  See  pag«  1£8. 
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Gen.  Washington  to  Prest.  Reed,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Deo'  27th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  Honor  to  receive  Your  Ezoellenc^B  Letter  of 
Yesterdaj*— and  I  am  eztremelj  iorrj  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  infonn  the  Conneil  with  precision,  in  the  leveial  points  of  their 
inpiiry.  The  State  supplies  of  cloathing  hidierto  sent  to  camp,  have 
heen  hnt  small  and  partial.  These  I  bielieTo  have  been  generally 
isBoed  by  officers  appointed  by  the  respective  States,  and  conformably 
to  their  instructions.  It  is  probable  the  General  officers  of  their  line 
have  had  some  direction  in  the  matter  to  promote  a  fair  and  proper 
distribution.  I  am  equally  at  a  loss  as  to  the  prices  at  which  the 
goods  have  been  furnished,  but  have  heard  that  they  were  moderate 
and  reasonable,  nor  can  I  toll  what  allowances  have  been  made  the 
Issuing  officers.  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  add  that  there  is  a 
Gentleman  now  in  the  city,  a  Mr.  Moss,  who  has  some  Stores  under 
bis  care  from  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  her  Troops.  It  is  more  than 
probable  if  your  EzceUency  and  the  Council  should  judge  it  material 
that  you  may  without  difficulty  derive  from  him  information  both 
of  the  manner  and  the  terms  on  which  the  delivery  of  the  articles  in 
his  hands  is  conducted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  esteem  &  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obed.  &  most  hum.  Ser?S  * 

6*  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, 

His  Bxoelleocy  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  *tho  State  of  Penn- 
srylvania. 


L.  Sprogell  to  PEEStmsirr  Reed,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  DeC  29%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  returned  from  Lancaster  yesterday,  where  I  muater'd  the 
Ouard  of  the  Convention  Troq>8^  and  now  have  the  Honour  to 
inclose  you  a  return  thereof.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  infonn  you 
I  have  not  received  any.  pay  since  26th  J^ovember,  1777.  At  the 
same  time  beg  lewre  further  to  inform  you  that  the  first  of  Jaauaij, 
1777,  my  pay  was  raised  to  Golonelsr-^lioss  than  that  was  tli^ 

«  See  page  127. 
6* 
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thou*  inadequate  to  my  Services,  Since  which  everything  has  risen 
to  an  eztravigant  price.  The  pay  is  not  at  present  nor  has  it  been  for 
a  considerable  time  past  sufficient  for  the  Maintenance  of  an  Officer 
with  a  family,  and  the  Ezpence  of  Travelling  is  still  more  extiavi- 
ffant }  the  last  Journey,  being  out  fifteen  days,  cost  me  upwards  of 
forty  five  pounds.  I  request  your  Excellency  with  the  Honorable 
Councill  will  please  to  take  the  premises  into  consideratbn  and 
grant  me  such  Intbei  allowance  as  yon  may  think  proper  and  order 
me  payment*— I  must  assure  you  I  am  now  much  in  want  of  money. 
I  have  been  withheld  from  making  this  application  a  great  wkils 
from  the  Consideration  of  hearing  a  general  complaint  of  the  want 
of  Cash  in  the  Treasury.^ 
I  am  your  Excellencys  and 

The  Honorable  Gouncills 
Most  Obedient 
.Very  hum.  Serv* 

LOD'E  SPSOOELL,  M.  M.  O.  of  P. 
Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  Peni^ylvania. 


PrOOLAMATIOH     of     pardon    to     PRISOIfTERS     UNDER    TEST 
LAWS,   17T8, 

The  Supreme  ezecvtive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  To  all  to  whom 
these  Presents  shall  come  greeting. 

Whereas,  by  Virtue  ft  in  Pursuance  of  iQmdiy  Jawa  of  this 
Common  Wealth  heretofore  passed  &  enacted  for  the  better  aeevritgr 
of  the  Government  thereof  divers  Persons  have  been  apprehended  & 
in  due  Course  of  Law  committed  to  Prison  having  been  convicted  of 
pertinaciously  refusing  to  take  tiie  several  Oaths  or  Affirmations 
required  by  the  s'  Laws  fsQja  the  Subjects  of  this  State  &  many  of 
the  Persons  so  charged  &  convicted  do  now  remain  in  several  of  the 
Prisons  of  this  State.  And  Whereas  by  Act  of  Assembly  passed  at 
the  last  Sessions  &  dated  the  fifth  Day  of  Decem*  last  intitled  a 
farther  Supplement  to  the  act  intitled  an  act  for  the  better  Security 
of  Oovemmtot,  all  th«r Pains,  Peniltles  ft  Disabilflies  imposed  by  any 
'  fDrmer  acts  of  Assembly  (except  those  of  electing  ft  being  elected 
or  appointed  to  any  office  or  Place  ef  Trust  or  Profit  or  serving  on 
Juries)  were  dedared  fVorn  thenceforth  to  eease  ft  deterarine;  now 
.know  y*'tbat  the  Snpi^nCe  Executive  Cotmei!  of  th^  Common 
Weakh  of  Pennsylvania  duly  considering -iKe^Mitiir^  'Purport  ft 

*  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  656. 
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Tendency  of  tlie  i^  aet  of  Assembly  k  also  the  Ciraonstiinees  & 
sitaaiion  of  the  s*  Prisoners  Have  pardoned,  remitted  &  released  ft 
by  tbese  Presents  do  pardon,  remit  &  release  nnto  the  s*  Parties 
&  every  of  them  so  standing  charged  &  convicted  as  af*,  by  whatso- 
ever Name  or  Names  they  may  be  oalled  or  known,  all  ft  every,  tbe 
SI*  <nrrme  or  offence  of  Recnsancy  as  af^,  ft  all  Panishments,  Ptans  ft 
Penalties  inflicted  by  any  of  the  a*  Laws,  or  any  Judgment  of  any 
Ooort  of  Laws  thereupon,  other  than  any  Fine  or  Fines  duly  imposed 
by  any  of  the  s'  Coart  or  Oonrts  of  Law  in  this  Commonwealth. 
And  do,  by  these  Presents,  hereby,  supersede  all  Warrants  or  orders 
of  Commitment,  or  Detainers  whatsoever,  heretofore  issued  by  any 
Court,  Justice  of  Peace  or  other  Persons  in  Authority,  under  this 
Commonwealth,  except  as  herein  before  mentioned.  And  all  SheriA, 
Gcvonen,  Under  Sheriffs,  Gkolers  ft  others,  are  hereby  anthoriied  ft 
requhred,  on  payment  <tf  Prison  Fees  ft  other  Fees,  to  enlarge  and 
set  at  Liberty  ail  Ptfsons  committed  or  detained  by  Botfon  of  tbe 
Premises  for  which  this  shall  be  your  suffiment  Warrant.  Being 
not  willinr  that  tbe  s*  Recusants  or  any  of  them  shall  be  farther 
molested  by  any  Sheriff,  Jsstiee,  BaUiff,  or  other  our  Hinistem  or 
Successors,  or  be  aggrieved  or  disturbed  in  any  thing,  by  occasion  of 
the  Premises,  ezoept  for  any  fines  as  herein  before  menf.  And 
being  also  wilting  that  their  Letters  Patents  (as  to  all  ft  singular, 
the  Premises  aforemenf)  be  ft  rMnain  good,  firm,  valid  ft  effSstual 
in  Law,  altho'  the  Crime  ft  Offences  al^  be  not  fully  set  forth,  ft  that 
Release,  Remisrion  ft  Bzoneration  of  all  ft  every  the  s*  BeeAmnts 
be  in  all  Courts  within  this  Common  Wealth  ft  elsewhere  interpieted 
ft  adjudged  in  the  moat  fiivonrable  sense  for  their  more  sure  Dis- 
charge ft  also  be  pleaded  ft  allowed  in  all  the  s*  Courts  without  any 
other  Writ^  Ckant  or  Declaration  in  that  Behalf  obtained  or  to  be 
obtained.  Any  Defect  or  Defects  in  these  Letters  Patent  contnined, 
or  any  Aet,  Ordinanoe,  Provision^  Ph>olamatton  or  Restrietioa  or 
any  other  Thing,  Cause  or  Matter  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  he?eofy 
in  any  wise  notwithstaadF«  In  testimony  whereof  we  have,  fte. 
Indartedf 

1778,  December -29tfa,  Pardon  to  M  persons  who  have  been  con- 
fieed  in  Oaol  agreeable  to  the  Test  laws. 


Gin'l  J.  MoIsrrosH  to  V.  P.  Bbyak,  1778. 

Fort  Pitt,  29*^  December,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

As  I  have  given  the  particulars  of  an  Bxpediiion  to  our  IKend, 
(General  Armstrong,  by  Colo.  Bayard,  I  hes  leave  to  refer  you 
to  him,  ft  shall  only  inform  you,  that  notwithstanding  the  season 
was  80  ktCy  that  we  ootdd-not  get  a  snfficiency  of  sopplies,  ft  the  men 
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80  Tedtaofi  before  they  came  &  Joined  me,  with  many  other  Difli- 
calties  I  had  to  enooonter ;  I  erected  a  good  strong  Fort  for  the 
Beception  &  Seonrity  of  Priaonen  &  stores,  npon  the  Indian  side  of 
Ohio  below  Beaver  Creek,  with  Barracks  for  a  Regiment ;  ^  and 
another  upon  the  Mnskingam  Riyer,  where  Goio.  Bocquette  had  one 
formerly  near  Tnscorawas,  about  100  Miles  West  of  this  place,  which 
I  expect  will  keep  <he  Savages  in  aw,  &  Secure  the  peace  of  the 
frontiers  e£fectaally  in  this  quarter  hereafter  if  they  are  well  sn|>- 
ported,  &  also  facilitate  any  future  Enterprisea  that  may  be  attempted 
that  way.  But  I  must  observe  to  you,  that  all  the  Militia  I  had 
were  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  &  none  from  Pennsylvania,  nor 
would  they  be  of  «ny  Service  if  they  were  willing,  &  had  Joined  me, 
as  your  preset  Militia  Law,  I  understand,  allows  them,  or,  which 
comes  to  the  same  thing,  does  not  oblige  them  to  serve  above  two 
Months,  one  half  of  which  will  commomy  be  taken  np  in  ocdkoting 
them  together  ft  the  other  half  with  Ineambrances,  Disaf^intments, 
Ac.,  always  incident  to  Expeditions  osrryed  on  to  any  Distance,  will 
not  enable  them  to  perfofiA  near  the  march,  before  they  are  for 
returning  home  again ;  &  one  mi^  as  well  attempt  stopping  the 
current  of  a  River,  as  Militia  when  their  times  are  out. 

I  mention  this  luconvieniency  of  your  Militia  Law  as  it  now 
.stands,  to  you.  Sir,  in  hopes  ttuit  you  will  endeavour  to  have  it 
altered  as  soon  as  possible)  at  least  before  we  are  ready  for  a  Gaoi- 
pugu  in  the  Spring;  that  if  any  advantage  or  Honor  b  acquired  by 
ity  yt>nr  State  may  lutve  its  share:  it  suffers  as  much,  or  moie  than 
any  other  from,  the  Incursions  of  the  Savages,  therefore  your  own 
■Intereal,  ft  Justioe  to  the  sufferers,  as  well  as  the  reputation  of  the 
State  demands  every  possible  assistanoe  to  retaliate  ft  cheque  their 
repeated  Barbaritiesand  Ravages  upon  the  poor  helpless  ft  peaceable 
Inhabitants  of  yoor  Oountry.  ft  in  my  humUe  opinion,  without  a 
•Law  is  framed  to  oblige  y*  to. -serve  for  six  Months  (if  so  long 
.required)  firom  the  time  they  all  appear  at  the  place  appointed  by  a 
Commanding  offioer  for  theen  to  rendevous,  ft  be  made  .more  Co- 
ercive, or  until  relieved  by  another  Draft  if  there  should  be  occasioB ; 
it  will  answer  no  valuable  purpose.  And  should  it  be  objected  thai 
this  would  be  an  Infringement  upon  their  Liberty,  let  such  Law 
continue  or  be  in  force  only  in  such  circumstances  as  we  are  now  in, 
or  at  least  until  the  Savages  are  subdued  ft  our  frontiers  safe.  I 
find  there  is  an  unhappy  contest  for  Territory  Subsisting  here  between 
your  State  ft  Virginia,  in  which  I  have  carefully  avoided  interfering 
or  having  the  least  ccmcem  in,  as  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  remedy 
it,  altho'  often  applied  to  by  both  sides,  and  only  mention  it  now, 
to.  observe  ft  Submit  it  to  you,  if  any  part  of  your  Claim  should  be 
conquered  without  your  assistance  whether  it  would  not  weaken  yonr 

E retentions,  ft  add  proportionable  force  to  those  who  gave  the  greatest 
alp  towards  it.  But  I  will  submit  these  Reasonings  to  the  Wisdom 
of  your  Legidatuie,  &  hope  you  will  not  think  it  Impertinent  or 
r  Improper  in  my  present  situation  that  I  request  yon  to  propose  this 
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jdtoration  to  them,  as  I  know  &  hare  expemAoed  it  to  be  neoeBsazy 
in  the  present  critical  situation  of  this  Department. 
With  every  mark  of  Respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  1>  Sir, 
Your  most  ob*  Hble  Serv*, 

LACH-  McINTOSH, 

Command*  west  of  the  Mono*. 

The  bearer  Gol*  De  Cambray  has  aocompanyed  me  since  I  have 
been  here,  &  can  give  any  information  required  respecting  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  department,  he  is  a  Gentlemen  of  real  Merit, 
&  beg  Leave  to  introduce  him  to  your  acquaintance. 

Directed^ 

Public  Service. 

The  Honble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

Faypured  by  Colo.  Cambray. 


Pbtee  Db  Havbh  to  CouifciL,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

Understanding  that  Council  Judge  it  not  necessary  to  continue 
the  Gun  Factory  any  longer  at  the  ezpence  of  the  State.  We  the 
Bubseribers  having  consulted  each  other,  have  agreed,  (that  as  there 
is  a  quantity  of  materials  and  Artificer's  tools  on  hand,  and  tolerable 
good  shop  for  working,  as  also  a  number  of  workmen  that  have  con- 
tiaued  with  us  since  the  Institution,  who,  if  the  Factory  should  be 
broke  up,  will  be  thrown  out  of  business  in  this  inclement  season,)  to 
lake  it  into  Co-partnership,  Provided  thatt  the  Oouneil,  Irom  a  con- 
sideration of  our  unwearied  endeavottrs  to  serve  the  Publiok  for  these 
Thiee  years  past  in  this  department,  and  the  ezpensiveness  of  living, 
AaXi  be  induoed  to  let  us  have  it  on  the  fc^owing  Terms,  Vis. 

1"^  That  you  will  allow  us  the  materials  now  on  hand  at  the  first 
cost 

2*  That  in  case  you  allow  us  the  Materials,  you  will  take  the  new 
enns  we  may  make  of  the  Barrels  now  on  hand  at  the  rate  they  have 
been  hitherto  charged,  via.,  £10  each. 

3*  That  you  will,  in  preference  to  any  other  workmen,  allow  us 
the  repairs  of  such  State  Guns  as  may  require  to  be  done. 

4  That  in  case  of  any  future  Invasion  of  the  State  by  the  Enemy^ 
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irhedier  Coiioeil  will  impowar  oi  to  impreaB  waggonfl  for  the  pnrpoM 
of  removing  the  Materials. 

If,  Gentlemen,  the  above  proposals  should  be  agreeable  to  yoa,  we 
will  endeavour  to  have  a&  In  voioe  of  the  Materiids,  made  out  to  lay 
before  you  as  soon  as  possible.  The  whole  is  submitted  to  your 
consideration,  by,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servants, 

PETER  Db  haven, 


BBNJ'N  RITTENHOUSB, 
H.  Db  haven  * 


December  thq  11*^,  1778. 


Council  io  Fikb  Goupakibs,  1778. 

OouncU  Chamber,  Deo.  29, 1778. 

The  President  &  Council  having  considered  the  very  great  danger 
to  which  the  City  is  exposed  by  Aocidents  of  fire  at  this  Severe 
Season,  the  unprovided  Stato  of  the  Inhabitants  with  Regard  to  the 
Fire  Engines,  Buckets,  &c.,  do  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the 
Gitiaens  to  revive  the  laudable  Institutions  of  Fire  Companies  which 
.former  Experience  hss  proved  to  be  so  beneficial,  &  in  the  mean 
Time  this  Board  will  take  such  farther  Measures  for  the  Security  of 
the  City  and  its  Inhabitants  against  this  Calamity  as  present  Gs- 
cnmstances  wiU  adq^it. 


CouKoiL  TO  Dblbgatbs  in  Congbess,  1778. 

Philada,  Dee.  Slst^  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Cottncil  observe  with  great  concern  that  siiice  the  lato  ap- 
pmntment  of  Delegates  in  Oongpress  ihis  State  is  seldom  represented 
by  more  than  two  Delegates,  and  sometimes  only  by  one,  whieb  U 
attended  with  great  inooanveDieiice  to  the  Continent  in  genecali  aad 
-pBsjndice  to  this  Biatoin paitienlar.t 

*  flee  CUL  Bee.,  Vol;  Xt,>  641. 

t  See  OolOB.  Bee,  Vol  ^.  p.  640.    This  paper  Ss  appetently  vaAakMi. 
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PaB&  Kbbd  to  Col,  Thomas  Proctor,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  reecived  voor  favour  with  the  endosnres*,  which  I  hare  per- 
used and  shall  lay  before  the  ConnciL  When  the  Gentlemen  of 
jour  regiment  applied  for  the  stopping  the  cloathing  ordered  on  to 
the  Army,  it  became  neoessaij  to  consider  in  what  relatioi^  it  stood 
to  the  h'tate,  and  how  the  other  regiments  of  Artillery  raised  in 
other  States  were  considered.  Thia  kd  to  some  of  the  observations 
which  I  communicated  to  Minor  Forrest,  and  I  might  have  added 
that  it  was  obeerved  that  applications  were  only  made  to  the  State 
when  some  favour  was  to  be  asked,  for  the  authority  or  direction  of 
the  State  did  not  seem  to  be  noticed  on  anv  occasion.  This  is  a 
situation  neither  honorable  for  the  Council,  henefioial  to  the  pub- 
lick,  nor  proper  for  the  Grentlemen  themselves,  who  lose  solid  advaa- 
ia^  for  mere  empty  gratifications.  Two  Instances  occurred  in 
thia  very  business,  the  first  in  your  having  applied  to  Congress  to 
make  so  important  a  Change  of  your  battalion  without  consulting 
this  Council  or  authority  of  this  State  on  ihe  subject,  and  the  other 
of  a  genend  promotion  of  all  the  officers  on  the  death  of  Lieutenant 
Col*.  Strobogh, — Whereas,  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  no  pro- 
motions should  take  place  but  thro'  the  authority  of  the  State,  or  in 
special  cases  immediately  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  Congress. 
Major  Forests  merit  is  too  well  known  to  suppose  that  the  objection 
ifl  to  him,  but  if  we  do  not  make  it  in  the  case  of  a  good,  officer,  we 
shall  be  charged  with  partidity  if  we  make  it  in  any.  I  shall  there* 
fore  frankly  declare  that  I  did  not  think  a  proper  respect  had  been 
paid' to  the  authority  of  the  State  in  deUvering  me  a  list  of  all  the 
promoted  officers,  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  us  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  this  in  the  absence  of  the  Commander  in  Cbie^  and  without 
anj.  special  appointment  of  Congress.  You  must  not  therefore  be 
anrpriaed  that  if  nassing  us  by  on  other  oocasions,  when  the  &vours 
of  the  Stat^  are  (uspeuMd,  we  should  take  the  occasion  to  escpress 
xmr  notice  of  the  s^g^it,  and  intimate  to  yen  that  yon  may  be  in 
danger  of  being  passed  by  too^  for  tho'  we  are  tender  of  your  rights 
we  are  not  insensible  of  our  own. 

The  defective  state  of  the  reelment  when  it  was  lately  called  into 
service  to  go  to  Egg-Harbour,  I  spoke  of  by  respect,  the'  the  Board 
of  War  on  a  late  occasion  confirmed  it  While  we  considered  you 
as  belon^png  to  the  Continent,  we  did  not  deem  ourselves  bound  to 
Intermeddle,  but  if  you  ehuse  to  be  considered  as  of  our  quota,  and 
under  a  putidpation  of  the  advantages  of  such  troops,  we  shall 
expect  you  to  submit  to  our  direction  so  far  as  to  ascertain  the  num- 
her  of  men,  officers,  Ac*,  that  equal  Justice  may  be  done  to  the  other 
troops. 

*  See  page  128. 
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1  think  it  right  to  observe  that  it  was  a  member  of  Connoil  who 
reported  the  conversation  sfud  to  have  passed  at  the  vallej  forge,  and 
not  Colonel  Bayard.    I  am  glad  to  find  he  is  mistaken. 

I  have  now  only  to  add  that  from  my  oonnectiona  with  the  army 
it  must  be  supposed  their  interests  will  ever  meet  with  my  care  and 
attention,  but  J  mast  also  observe  that  heretofore  there  has  been  in 
too  many  Instances  a  want  of  attention  to  the  authority  of  the  State 
which  I  hope  in  future  will  not  happen,  for  unless  some  reason  or 
objection  should  occur  which  at  present  I  am  not  acquainted  with,  I 
will  endeavour  to  have  the  resolve  of  Congress  in  your  favour  recog- 
nized, which  it  never  hfts  been  by  the  State,  and  entitle  you  to  all 
the  benefits  of  a  regiment  on  the  line.  But  I  think  it  would  be 
done  in  the  most  proper  manner  by  a  respectfuU  application  to  the 
Council  for  that  purpose.  I  have  sent  you  enclosed  a  resolve  of 
Congress  upon  the  subject  of  promotion  in  case  of  Vacancy,  which 
will  be  communicated  to  the  whole  Penna^  line,  and  I  hope  con- 
formed to  in  future  for  the  mutual  benefit  and  honour  of  the  State 
and  Army. 

I  am^  Bir^  with  duo  regard. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOSBPH  RBED. 


CouNoiL  TO  Newspaper  Printbrs,  1779. 

Philad%  Jaauary  1«^|  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Summe  Executive  Conneil  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  request,  that  you  will  please  to  forward  to  them 
Your  Paper  weekly,  beginning  with  the  present  year.  The  Council 
wish  to  have  them  forwarded  in  such  manner  as  to  ailbrd  the  best 
chance  of  their  having  their  files  eompleat.  The  terms  of  payment 
will  be  complied  with  agreeable  to  yonr  order. 
I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

T.  M.* 

*  See  CoL  Kec,  Vol.  XI.  p.  664. 
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Gek.  Roberdeau  to  Pees.  Rbej),  1779, 

OoDgrcaB,  Jan'  1*',  1779. 
Sir, 

Tbe  proceedings  of  Congress  respecting  the  Hon"*  Chief  Justice 
McEean  and  Oenenl  Thomson  are  ordered  to  be  made  out  immedi- 
ately, and  shall  be  famish  to  The  Hon*»«  The  Council,  agreeable  to 
their  desire,  signified  in  a  Letter  from  jon  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
state  of  yesterday's  date,  with  which  they  are  jast  now  honored.  I 
am,  with  the  Comp^  of  the  season,  Sir^ 

Y'  most  ob.  &  very 
hum.  ser.y 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqnire,  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Mk,  Holker  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Piuladalphia,  y«  4th  January,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  present  will  be  presented  to  yon  by  my  Servant  Jones,  who 
has,  by  his  vigilance,  discovered  the  robers  who  have  carried  off  the 
flour  left  in  my  cellar.  I  request  that  your  Excellency  will  please 
to  give  the  necessary  Directions,  so  as  the  men  secnred  may  be  duly 
punished.  It  is  possible  that  by  them,  manny  other  thieves,  &  their 
correspondents,  may  be  discovered,  I  therefore  think  it  my  daty  to 
submit  the  matter  to  yonr  Excellency's  better  judgment,  who's 
advice  k  directions  I  shall  gratefully  follow  on  this  or  any  other 
occasion. 

I  remain,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient; 

&  verry  humble  Servant^ 

HOLKER. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  Col.  Roc.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  669. 
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Report  to  Congress  in  case  op  Gen.  Maxwell,  1779. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Referred  the  letter  from  Abraham 
Clark,  Esq**,  &  the  Depositions  iDclQs'd  therein,  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  it  appears  to  your  Committee  that  Brigd'  Oen^  Maxwell  is 
charged  on  Oath  with  misdemeanor,  w'^  amoanta  to  a  high  Contenpt 
of  the  Civil  Authority  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey^  but  that  the  testi- 
mony  is  ezparte. 

That  the  tryal  shou'd  be  by  the  powers  declar'd  Competent  by  the 
Laws  of  New  Jersey  as  the  offence  is  supposed  to  be  committed. 

Whereupon  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  Gen*  Washington 
be  directed  to  order  another  Officer  to  the  Command  on  w*"'  Gen* 
Maxwell  now  is,  &  to  order  Gen*  Maxwell  to  remain  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  without  any  particular  Command,  until  the  farther 
order  of  Congress ;  &  that  Oen^  Washington  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  Governor  of  the  said  State. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  premature  to  take 
any  other  Resolution  relative  to  Gen*  Maxwell  until  the  Issue  of  % 
legal  Trial  by  his  Country  shall  be  known. 

M'  Duane,  M'  Burk  &  M'  Fell. 
IndoriemenL 

Janr'y  2*,  1779.  Report  of  Committee  of  Congress  in  the  ease  of 
Gen*  Maxwell.* 


Pbjesidbnt  Reed  xo  President  of  CauNOiL  of  Massa- 
causETTB,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  very  great  Respect  which  I  have,  both  in  a  publick  k  private 
Character,  for  the  Hon.  Board  at  which  you  preside,  as  well  as  Yen- 
eration  for  the  State  to  whose  Services  &  Sufferings  America  is  so 
much  indebted,  have  induced  me  to  address  you  by  the  Hands  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Temple,  &  to  state  some  Particulars,  which  may  eluci- 
date the  Conduct  pursued  by  Persons  in  Auth^  here  with  Respect  to 
that  Gentleman.  As  his  Views  of  Busines  seemed  wholly  directed 
to  the  Hon.  Congress,  I  had  only  the  Favour  of  a  Visit  from  him, 
&  not  being  within  to  receive  it,  had  no  Communication  of  the  very 
honourable  Testimonials  which  he  had  brought  from  his  native  State. 
The  Suspicions  k  Rumors  which  circulated  very  freely  for  some 
Time,  occasioned  a  very  general  Caution  k  Diffidence,  but,  I  believe, 
attended  with  no  Act  of  disrepect  3  k  in  this  Train  Matters  would 
probably  have  continued  without  any  public  Notioeof  Mr.  Temple  oa 
the  Part  of  the  State.  But,  on  the  W^  Inst.,  a  Committee  of  Con- 
gress communicated  to  me,  as  President  of  the  StatCi  the  enclosed 
*  See  page  128. 
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Beiohe,  staiing  at  the  some  iiine  thit  M'  Tempk  was  eonsldered  by 
that  lionoarable  Body  as  an  Object  of  that  Betolve^  ft  requestbg 
me  to  cooperate  with  them  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Id  order  tbat  it  might  be  done  with  the  groatest  Attention  to  IM^ 
Temple's  Feelings,  I  sent  the  Seoretavy  of  the  Conndl  to  wait  on 
bim  k  request  his  Oompany  at  my  own  Honse,  on  the  Eyening  of 
the  18«^.  Theie,  two  of  the  Committee,  The  Hon.  M'  Drayton  ft 
*'r.  McKean  also  attended,  Mr.  Dnane  declining  being  present^— The 
ice  President  of  this  State  ft  Secretary  being  also  present :  the 
Gentlemen  from  Congress  entered  into  a  very  free  Conference  with 
Mr.  Temple  with  respect  to  his  remain'  so  loDg  in  England,  the 
Cireamstances  of  his  Retnm  to  this  Country,  &  his  Visit  to  this 
City;  which  terminated  in  an  Intimation  on  their  Part  tbat  the 
public  Interests  would  be  but  adyanoed  by  shortening  his  Residence 
at  the  seat  of  Congress. 

Having  only  in  View,  Sir,  to  show  my  respectful  Attention  to 
your  Board  in  Consequence  of  the  Recommendations  then  first  pro- 
duced to  me  by  Mr.  Temple,  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine  upon  the 
Propriety  or  Impropriety  of  this  Transaction.  Congress,  al3  the 
supreme  Council  of  America,  must  be  supposed  the  most  competent 
Judges  of  those  Measures  which  the  publick  Interests  require,  ft 
when  they  call  for  the  Aid  of  the  Executive  Authority  of  the 
StatOj  we  esteem  it  an  indispensable  Duty  to  cooperate  with  them,  ft 
hope  upon  the  present  occasion  it  has  been  done  with  a  very  tender 
Regard  to  the  Honour  of  a  Sister  State,  ft  the  personal  Feelings  of 
the  Gentleman  concerned. 

I  am,  with  very 

great  Sespeet,  Bir» 

Your  most  Obed.  ft 
very  Hbble.  serv., 

JOS.  BSSD. 
Indorted. 

1179,  January  2*.  Letter  to  the  Presed.  of  Council  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay, 


Gkorgb  Henky  to  Council,  1779. 

His  Excellency,  the  President,  ft  Council, 

Agreeable  to  your  orders,*  a  Number  of  the  vessels,  fte.,  the  pro- 
perty of  this  State,  are  disposed  of,  part  of  the  moneys  arising  therefrom 
I  have  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  the  remainder  I  expect  to  reeeiv.e  in  a 
few  days,  when  I  shall  furnish  Council  with  an  aco*  of  the  sales. 

I  should  have  advertised  &  proceeded  to  the  Sale  of  the  Shop  ft 
Toola  belonging  to  the  State  Qun  Faotory^  but  upon  viewing  of  them 

^  See  Colon.  Bec^  VoL  XL,  pp.  6SS,  Ml. 
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WM  olearly  ef  opinion  that  they  otn  be  diq>ofled  of  to  more  adnn* 
tage  at  private  than  publiok  sale.  The  reasons  on  w^  I  fonnd  this 
Opinion  can  be  better  understood  if  they  are  giren  personally  thin 
eommunioated  in  a  letter. 

1 4ake  this  opportunity  of  returning  my  thanks  to  Council  fatthitj 
as  well  as  the  appointment  of  Gommissary  of  Naval  Stores )  the 
Exeoution  of  w^  Offices  I  flatter  myself  will  meet  with  their  appro- 
bation. ^ 
I  have  the  faoncnr  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

GEORGE  HENBI. 

January  the  4th,  1779. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency;  the  President  &  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Jambs  Dundab  Ac,  to  Council,  1779. 

Philada.,  Jantfy  4th,  1779. 
It  appears  to  the  subscribers  that  there  is  now  due  to  the  Arti- 
ficers, Labourers,  Ac.,  employed  at  Billingsport  &  Bed  Bank  in  the 
Year  1777,  and  for  Materials  for  the  use  of  said  FortificatiooB,  not 
less  than  One  thousand ^ve  hundred  Pounds ;  but  as  all  the  Bilb 
for  Materials  are  not  come  in  we  cannot  form  an  exact  Estimate. 

JAMES  DUNDAS,  P.  M., 
ROBERT  GATHER,  CK 
To  the  Honourable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Prsidbnt  Rbed  to  Dblbgatss  ih  CoNaRBSS,  1779. 

In  Council; 

Phihida.,Jan'y4,1779. 
Gentlemen : 

An  eleetaon  for  choosing  a  representative  in  General  AssemU; 
for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  comes  on  to-morrow,  and  the  laws  require 
that  it  be  held  at  the  State  House,  which  will  render  the  rittiog  of 
•OoDgresi  in  the  room  they  now  occupy  not  only  imxmvenient  to 
Congress  but  aim  (o  the  hufectotfi  and  Jodgai  of  the  Election. 
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This  you  will  please  to  represeot  in  Congress,  and,  if  you  shall  think 
proper  to  mention  that  the  Assembly  room  is  at  the  service  of  Con- 
gress for  that  day,  should  they  choose  to  adjourn  there. 
I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

J.  R.,  Pres't. 
Fondle  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress. 


Council  to  Honorablb  James  Seablb,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  Jan'y  5,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  conferred  together  <m  the  subject  mentioned  by 
you,  and  are  of  opinion  that,  in  consideratioi)  of  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  property  in  it  being  greatly 
lessened  by  various  means,  and  our  trade  entirely  at  a  stand,  it  will 
not  be  advisable  for  the  delegates  of  the  State  in  Congress  to  increase 
the  quota  of  the  state  for  the  present  year  beyond  the  proportion  of 
the  last  year. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 


To  Hn'ble  James  Searle,  Esq.,  Present. 


J.  K.,  Pres't. 


Captain  .foSBPH  Stiles  to  Council,  1779. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  orders,  of  30  uli,  hav9  examined  the  two  powder 
Magazines,  &  find  the  old  one  is  private  property  &  very  much  out 
of  lepair.  The  new  one,  in  possession  oT  Col.  Benj.  Flower,  Com. 
Gen.  Mil.  Stores  for  the  United  States,  in  which  they  now  have  near 
400  Casks  powder,  and  it  will  hold  400  Casks  more,  and  is  in  very 
goed  Condition. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Serv*, 

JOSEPH  STILES. 
Jan.  6tb,  1779. 
Coll.  Timothy  Matlack. 
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BBNJAiiXN  B11TBNHOU6B  TO  Council,  1779. 

The  Honorable,  tlie  Execatiye  Council, 

The  Petition  of  Bftij*  Rittenhouae.; 
Gkntlemen, 

On  inj  entering  the  Servioe  of  this  State  aa  snperintendant  of  tbe 
Gun-look  Factory,  I  bronght  with  me  a  number  of  Todflfortbat 
purpose,  of  carrying  it  on — to  the  amount  of  about  £25,  &  which  were 
sold  to  the  State  for  that  Sum — who  have  had  the  use  of  them  for  Uiese 
2  years.  As  the  factory  is  now  broke  up  k  your  petitioner  ioteods 
following  hia  Former  Occupation,  he  begs  he  may  have  the  Tools  at 
the  Price  the  Public  were  charged  with  them.  Your  granting  the 
aboye  request  will  much  oblige  your  Petitioner. 

BENJ-  RITTENHOUSE. 

Jan.  5th,  1779. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Szeeutiye  Counetl. 


ASSBMBLT  TO  PRBSIDBNT  RbBD,   1779. 

Philada.,  Jan'y  5lh,  1779. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  Request  I  now  tmnsmit  you  the 
three  Exemplified  Copies  of  the  Whiskey  Bill. 
I  have  the  Honour^ 

Your  most  obed'  & 

Very  h'ble  Serv*, 

J.  MORRIS,  Jr. 


GB»t.  AHTflomf  Watnb  to  Prb8*t  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

MUl  Stone,  S'^Jwi'y,  1779. 
]>eafSir, 

I  have  been  Honored  with  your  favours  of  the  2^**  &  3H  ultimo, 
&  am  fully  Convinced  that  we  owe  much  to  you,  Sir,  for  the  provi- 
sion now  making  for  the  Officers  of  the  Penns*  Line,  who  will  upon 
all  proper  Ocoations  be  ready  to  support,  &  Manifest  their  Beptrd 
for  tbe  authority  of  the  State. 

The  Matters  Reoommended  by  your  Excellency  are  now  l^efore 
the  Commanding  Offioers  of  the  several  RepmentS;  &  shall  take  the 
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earliest  Opportanity  to  transmit  yon  their  sentemeDts  thereon,  to- 
gether with  the  mode  adopted  by  Other  States  in  Supplying  their 
Troops  with  Clothing  &  other  necessaries. 

I  am  next  to  Ipform  yonr  Eroellency  that  in  Consequence  of  the 
6'^  role  in  tho  Eegnlations  of  tlfe  Honbl.  Congress  for  Establishing 
the  army,  passed  the  24^  No?'  last, 

That  the  Offioeis  belonging  to  Colonels  MoOaVs  &  Cadwalhider's 
Begiments  who  were  made  Prisoners,  &  lately  arranged  in  some  of 
the  Other  Regiments,  are  Objected  to  by  the  Ofteers  of  these  Regi* 
ments,  aa  you'l  aee  by  the  Enclosed  Report  in  the  case  of  Ci^t 
BifeHng. 

I  mnat  therefore  Request  yan  to  transmit  me  the  Opinion  of  the 
Committee  thereon,  as  the  Officers  who  concdve  themaelres  Injured 
reftne  doing  duty  until  the  Matter  is  Settled }  alledgiag  that  a  pro- 
per ProTision  is  already  made  for  them  in  their  Own  or  former 
Beg^  (by  Uiat  Onee)  whether  there  are  Vacanoies  or  not,  &  that 
no  Oraser  is  Obliged  lo  Reo^ve  half  pay  until  a  vacancy  happens, 
except  the  Offioers  who  were  made  prisoners,  belonging  to  the 
Reduced  Regiments,  who  are  Entitled  to  Supply  the  vacancies  in 
any  Regiment  after  the  Offioen  belonging  to  the  same  are  provided 
fbr. 

Should  this  be  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  it  will  be  a  means 
of  settling  a  Dispute  that  Otherwise  will  be  attended  with  many 
Resignations. 

I  am  your  Ezoellenoies  most 

Ob  k  very  Hum<  Ser^, 

ANTT  WAYNE. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  shou'd  Cap*  Bitting  be  Order'd 
to  join  the  4^  Reg<,  he  may  be  Directed  to  take  Charge  of  the 
Colonels,  Lieu'  Colonels,  or  Majors  Companies ;  by  this  means  he 
will  not  Interfere  with  the  Command  of  any  of  the  Companies  who 
have  Captains. 

A.  W. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Rcflsd. 


Hi  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHITE8  1779. 

Wm.  Lyobt  to  Council,  1779. 

Carlisle,  Jan'y  6%  1779. 
Sir, 

Gtenend  Armstrong  sliew'd  to  mo  Yesterday  a  Letter  from  the 
Vioe  PresidoDt,  Bearing  Date  the  ll'i'  Ult%  in  which  iraa  a  Note 
desiring  him  to  aocfnaint  me  that  Connoii  wanted  I  shonld  send  to 
you  a  List  of  the  Jostieea  of  Cumberland  County  who  had  taken 
the  Oath;  and  also  of  those  who  had  not  taken  it.  From  whieh 
Note  I  apprehend  is  meant  the  Oath  of  Office,  ^haps  in  order  to 
make  out  a  new  Dedimas. 

I  have  therefore  in  oomplyance  with  the  Yice  Piresident's  Order, 
as  I  undsrstand  it,  Indos'd  a  List  of  all  the  Justices  of  the  Peaoe 
who  have  been  Commissioned  by  the  Hon^  Comioil  for  this  County, 
shewing  those  who  hate  taken  the  Oath  of  Office  and  those  who 
have  not.  If  I  have  nrisunderstood  the  Vice  President  in  his  riiort 
Note  to  the  Qeneral,  and  if,  in  Consequence  thereof,  ihe  Indos'd 
List  should  prove  Deficient,  please  let  me  know,  (if  not  too  late  J 
and  shall  observe  the  Order  of  Council  by  you,  therein,  with  dU 
Poesible  dispatch. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  LYON. 

List  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Cumberland  County  Sworn  into 

Office. 


John  Rannells,  Esq', 
Samuel  Royer,  Esq', 
James  Oliver, 
John  Trundle, 


Antrim  Towns'. 
East  Pennsb*  D". 


JtcS;';  }CarMeTown. 

Sr?p?o?lU,  JLurgan  Towns'. 

Samuel  Lyon,  Milford  D*. 

James  Taylor,  Fermanagh  D». 
Alexander  Laughlin,        Newton  D\ 

William  Brown,  )  .         ,   ^v. 

Henry  Taylor,  }  ^"^"S^  ^• 

John  Anderson,  )  .  „     y. 

Hugh  Laird,     '  }  Allen  D'. 
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AndrewlH^Beathy 
Tbomas  Kenned/^ 
Charles  Leeper, 
Samuel  M'^Cane, 
Patrick  Vance, 
Matthew  Wilson, 
George  Matthews, 
William  M'CInro, 
David  M'^Olnre, 
Samuel  Gulbertson, 
James  Armstrong, 
Frederick  Watt, 
John  Stewart, 


Middleton  T>. 
I  West  Pennsb'  D-, 

Hopewell  ]>. 
I  Gilford  D«. 

Hamilton  I>. 

I  Tyrone  D«. 

Letterkenny  1)°. 
Derry  D\ 
KyeD«. 
Leek]>. 


Alexan4«r  Miurr^  ^aa%  Teboine  D*. 

Church  Cozj  Greenwood  !>. 

David  Elder,  \  j,^^,  j.^ 

Noah  Abraham,  {FanetD-. 

Persons  Names  Commiss*  for  the  Peace,  &c*.j  but  not  Sworn  into 

Office. 


John  Holmes, 
Stephen  DunoaUi 
Ephraein  Steel, 
William  Brown, 
John  Harris, 
John  Schttller, 
James  Maxwell, 
John  Work, 


Carlisle  Town. 


Fermanagh. 
Newton. 

I  Peters  Township. 

WILLM.  LTON. 


Directedj 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Sec'y  to  the  Executive  Council, 
PhiUdelphia. 


Vol.  VII.— 7 
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Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Jambs  YovKa,  1779, 

In  Gonnoil, 

PhDadelphu,  Jan'y  6*,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  having  received  information  that  it  is  probable  there 
are  considerable  quantities  of  Gun  Powder*  warehoused  in  and|near 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  contrary  to  law,  and  to  the  great  dan^r  of 
the  lives  of  many  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Council  are,  therefore, 
induced  to  request,  that  you  will,  at  the  next  city  court,  give  in 
charge  to  the  Grand  Inquest  of  the  city  to  inquire,  concerning  the 
nuisance  before  mentioned. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  bumble  servant, 

J.  R.,  Prefi*. 
Directed^ 
To  James  Young,  Esq'. 


Col.  Thomas  Proctor  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia^  January  the  7^  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Inclosed  papers  of  the  5*^Inst.,f  I  had  the  honour  to  ReceiTO 
on  the  6%  which  demand  my  most  gratefull  thanks,  as  also  yonr 
Excellency's  Indulgence  in  laying  my  Letters  before  the  Honoorable 
Council. 

But  I  feel  a  degree  of  unhappiness  in  being  thought  capable  of 
paying  Inattention  to  the  authority  of  your  Hon^  House,  a  matter 
truly  foreign  to  my  Intention,  and  I  hope  will  not  be  Imputed  to 
any  Inadvertent  measure  that  might  have  been  acted  by  me,  as  my 
motives  were  of  a  disinterested  nature,  and  fully  Intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  general  cause.  And,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  exprefl 
my  own  feelings,  should  count  it  my  highest  ambition  to  be  again 
Ingrafted  into  the  Pennsylvania  line,  provided  it  met  with  your 
approbation  and  that  of  the  Honb^*  Council,  which  act  of  Indulgence 
will  yield  me  ample  Consolation. 

Soon  after  the  Death  of  Lieut.  Col.  Strobogh,  my  officers,  in 
general,  wait^  on  me,  and  requested  me  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the 
several  promotions  vacant  in  the  Battallion,  to  be  presented  to  the 
Honb*«  the  Executive  Council  for  their  consideration,  drawing  this 
Inference  that  the  late  Bcsolve  of  Congress  of  the  24<^  November, 
pointed  out  that  officers  were  to  rise  Segimentaly  to  the  Bank  of 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  667.  f  See  page  185. 
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Capta^s,  and  in  the  line  of  the  state  to  that  of  Colonel,  and  unless 
I  represented  to  jou  their  present  sitaation  they  would  be  sufferers. 
It  would  be  unnecessary  to  mention  to  your  Ezcellency  My  situa- 
tion on  this  occasion^  as  harmony  may  long  be  supported  by  paying 
suitable  attention  to  the  prayer  of  those  whom  we  are  bound  to 
hear;  by  this  Inducement  I  presented  your  Ezcellency  with  the 
Inrollment  of  my  officers,  which  first  was  Intended  to  be  handed  to 

?ou,  (as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements)  on  whose 
ntegrity  to  execute  Justice  we  had  the  strongest  Reliance,  and  in 
this  point,  also,  I  had  no  view  of  my  proceedings  being  Illegal,  or 
in  any  wis^  Intended  as  an  offence  to  the  Honb^*  Council,  on  the 
contrary,  shall  be  happy  of  ever  having  it  in  my  power  of  serving 
them  with  My  best  officers.  In  the  meantime^ 
I  am,  With  due  Esteem, 

Y'  Excellency's  obed*  and  most 

H'ble  SfervS 

THO  PROCTOR. 
P.  S.  I  herewith  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  the  Honb'« 
the  Executive  Council  a  state  of  my  Battallion  in  December^  1778; 
sance  which  no  material  alteration.'*' 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  President  the  Hon'ble  Council, 
Philadelphia. 


Thos.  Irwin,  &c.,  to  Council,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  8^^  January,  1779. 
To  His  Ezcellency  the  President,  &  The  Honab*  the  Execut*  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Subscribers  haveing  some  Armed  Briggs  now  in  this  port,  for 
-which  we  want  some  heavy  Ballast,  and  there  b^ing  some  Broken ' 
Cannon,  that  Belonged  to  the  Agusta,  laying  at  Kingsington,  fit  for 
no  other  use.  Your  Honours  would  confer  a  particular  obligation  on 
vs  by  permitting  us  to  take  them,  for  which  We  shall  pay  the  value 
of  Ballast,  If  required.f 

We  are,  with  the  Greatest  Esteem, 

Your  Honours  m«  ob*  m*  Hum.  Serv*, 

THOMAS  IRWIN, 
MATH^  IRWIN, 
ANDREW  HODGE, 
JN»  BAYARD. 

To  The  Honab*  the  Execu*  Councill  of  the  Common  Wealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  Not  found. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  661. 
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J.  &  A,  WiLcocKS  TO  Council,' 1779. 

Philad";  January  j*  8th,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  consequenoe  of  n  yerbal  Noiioe  to  Mr.  John  Wilcocb,  that  the 
Hon^  the  Ezeoative  Council  were  ready  to  bear  us  rehitire  to  the 
Quantity  of  Salt,  (our  Property)  and  to  which  they  make  some  pre* 
tenaionB  in  Behalf  of  the  State.  We  take  the  liberty  to  remind  the 
Council,  that  they  are  already  possest  of  a  Memorial  which  we  for- 
merly presented  to  a  joint  Committee  of  Members  of  Congress  and 
the  Executive  Council,  containing  the  circumstances  of  the  Purchase 
of  the  Salt,  together  with  some  Observations  tending  to  shew  the 
Purcbase  valid,  upon  the  Principles  of  the  Common  Law  and  the 
Law  of  Nations.  The  Committee  above  alluded  to,  reported  a  State 
of  Facts  to  Congress,  who,  not  taking  the  Matter  up  so  speedily  as 
we  hoped,  We  addressed  several  Letters  to  bis  Excellency,  the  then 
President  of  Congress,  solliciting  them  to  a  Determination  upon  the 
Report,  and  mentioning  a  particular  Bay,  after  whicb,  we  would  sell 
our  Salt,  unlQ3s  they  should  come  to  some  Determination  upon  the 
Matter.  As  far  as  we  know.  Congress  has  never  made  any  Decision 
upon  the  subject,  and  we  are  sure  they  have  never  impeded  us  in 
the  Sale  of  the  Salt.  With  respect  to  the  Honb^  the  Executive 
Council,  until  %  short  time  past,  we  never  had  tbe  least  Intimation 
from  them  that  they  meant  to  disturb  our  Property  in  the  Salt.  So 
far  difibrent  was  their  conduct,  that  we  flattered  ourselves  with  aa 
opinion  that  they  had  a  kind  and  friendly  disposition  towurds  ua.  In 
this  state  of  things,  No  Claim  having  been  set  up  on  Behalf  of  tbe 
State,  and  the  pretensions  of  Congress  being  neglected,  and  in  some 
manner  deserted,  wo  considered  our  Property  as  secure,  sold  a  coo* 
siderable  part  of  the  Salt  for  the  use  of  the  Public,  and  have  paid 
for  the  whole  in  Bills  of  Exchange,  Continental  Currency,  and  some 
Gold.  Ami  what  has  involved  us  still  deeper  in  Point  of  Interest 
is,  that  after  the  Sale  to  the  Commissary  Gen'l,  we  purchased  Mr. 
McMurtrie's  Share  of  what  remained.  These,  Sir,  are  all  the 
material  circumstances  that  have  occurred  since  our  presenting  the 
Memorial  above  mentioned,  and  when  Council  shall  review  and  deli- 
berately consider  the  whole  matter,  we  trust  they  will  not  change 
those  favourable  Ideas,  which  we  presume,  they  at  one  time  enter- 
tained with  regard  to  our  Right  and  Property  in  the  Salt,  but  deter- 
mine to  relinquish  all  Claim  to  it  on  Behalf  of  the  State.  We  traat 
that -Council  will  receive  this  Letter  and  State  of  Facts,  as  an  Apo- 
logy for  our  non-attendance  in  Person,  particularly  as  we  are  ad^ 
vised  by  our  Lawyers,  that  it  is  all  that  will  be  necessary  on  oar 
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pari    We  hope  they  will  also  do  ns  the  jQBtioe  to  belieye^  that  we 
h^fe  the  greatest  respect  for  them ; 
And  are,  Sir^ 

Your  most  Obd*  and 

Very  Humb.  Serv*«, 

JOHN  WILCOCKS, 
ALEX'R  WILCOCKS. 
The  Honorable  Joseph  Reed,  EsqairO;  President  of  the  Ezecutiye 
Coaneil  of  the  8ta;te  of  Pennsylvania. 

Imlor§edf 
Bead  Iq  Oomunl;  Jan'y  8, 1779. 


Wareant  to  thb  Sheriff,  1779. 
[L.  s.]  Pennsylvania;  as. 

The  Sopream  Bzeoative  Coaneil  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  Penn- 

aylvaoia. 

To  the  Sheriff,  Coroner,  Constables,  Bailiffs,  and  other  oar  ministers 

of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  every  of  you, 
Gfreeting: 

Whereas,  a  cruel  and  bloody  War  hath  been  long  waged  by  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  subjects  and  adherents,  against  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  dbe  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica, and  the  subjects  of  the  ^id  States :  And  whereas,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  said  war,  and  while  the  parties  therein  were  and 
yet  are  in  open  hostility  against  each  other.  General  Sir  William 
Howe,  Commander  in  €hief  of  the  Army  of  the  said  King  of  Great 
Britain  did,  with  an  armed  force,  and  in  an  hostile  manner,  on  or 
about  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1777,  take  posses- 
sion of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  continued  his  possession 
thereof  until  the  loth,  16th,  and  17th  days  of  June  last,  when,  by 
the  United  force  and  arms  of  these  United  States  and  their  Allies, 
the  army  of  the  said  King  of  Great  Britain  was  compelled  to  eva- 
ciiAte  the  aaid  city,  and  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  June  last,  wholly 
to  relinquish  the  possession  thereof  to  the  arms  and  enbjection  of 
these  United  States :  And  whereas,  various  kinds  of  military  stores, 
provisions,  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  the  property  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  his  subjects  or  adherents,  were  necessarily  left  at 
the  times  aforesaid  in  the  said  city,  which  by  the  laws  of  nations  and 
rights  of  war  become  justly  confiscated  to  the  publick  use,  the  said 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XI.,  pp.  654,  60L 
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Btorefl;  goodS;  wareB,  merchandizes  apd  other  property,  so  far  as  tbe 
same  belongs  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain^  to  the  proper  nae  and 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  &  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  tbe  pro- 
perty of  other  subjects,  or  adherents  of  the  said  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  the  special  ase  and  benefit  of  this  State :  And  whereas,  we 
are  given  to  understand  that  a  certain  quantity  of  Salt,  containing 
by  estimation  three  thousand  and  five  hundred  bushels,  the  property 
of  British  subjects  or  their  adherents,  remains  in  a  certain  store  be- 
longing to  Joseph  Pritchard,  on  the  south  side  of  Ghesnut  street 
wharf,  being  there  left  and  abandoned  on  the  evacuation  of  lihe  said 
city;  These  are,  therefore,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  tbe 
State  to  us  committed,  to  require  you  or  any  of  you  to  setse  and 
take  into  your  possession  the  said  Salt,  or  so  much  thereof  as  nay 
yet  remain,  and  to  pursue  the  same,  wheresoever  it  may  be  removed 
and  found,  and  the  same  safely  keep  in  your  possession  until  you 
shall  receive  further  direction  therein.  And  for  your  so  doing  this 
shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant,  and  in  what  manner  you  shall  pro- 
ceed in  the  premises  you  make  known  to  us,  at  the  Council  Chamber 
at  the  State  House,  in  the  said  oity^  forthwith. 

Given  by  order  of  the  Council,  under  the  hand  of  His  Eicellencj 
Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  less  Seal  of  the  State,  at 
Philadelphia^  this  eighth  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1779. 

JOS.  REED,  President. 
Attest.  '  ^ 

T.  Matlack,  Sec'y. 


To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

By  Virtue  of  the  within  Writ,  to  me  directed,  I  have  seized  and 
taken  into  my  possession  a  large  Quantity  of  Salt,  (the  Salt  in  the 
within  Writ  mentioned)  in  Joseph  Pritchard's  Store,  on  the  South 
side  of  Chesnat  street  Wharf  containing  by  estimation  t^o  thou- 
sand Bushells ;  and  I  further  Certify,  that  in  obedience  to  an  order 
of  the  Council  aforesaid,  on  this  Sixteenth  day  of  January  Instant, 
I  have  delivered  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  Salt  to  Mr.  Gkorge  Heniy, 
Commissary  of  Stores. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  16th  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini} 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Seventy  nine. 

ROBERT  JEWELL,  Cor. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XL,  pp.  C61,  670.    Also,  Archives,  Vol.  VI. 
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Jambs  Young  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  Honoured  with  your  Letter  of  Yesterday,  respecting  an 
Enquiry  into  Forestalling,  &o.  AlsO|  concerning  the  public  Wag- 
gons being  employed  for  Private  Uses. 

As  to  the  former,  as  soon  as  I  receiyed  the  first  intelligence  I  sent 
for  Messrs.  Jedediah  Snowden,  Sohlosser,  HoUin^head  and  Hey* 
Bham,  who  gave  me  Information  who  could  give  Evidence  against 
John  Phillips  and  Philip  Weiss,*  who  are  suspected  of  Forestalling 
Flour.  I  intended  to  have  proceeded  the  next  Pay  to  make  proper 
Enquiry,  but  was  unfortunately  seized  with  a  smart  fit  of  the  Gout, 
the  Severe  pain  whereof  is  the  cause  of  my  Delay*  I  have  now  aent 
my  Memorandums  concerning  those  matters  to  Mr.  Fleeson,  and  re- 
quested him  to  proceed  therein  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  Letter  from  Andrew 
Boydjf  Waggon  Master  General  for  Chester  County,  of  7th  Nov* 
last,  containing  the  first  Intelligence  concerning  Waggons  being  em- 
ployed for  private  Uses.  Also,  the  Original  Memorandum  I  made 
from  Col.  Boyd's  Verbal  Aeco*  on  the  28th  of  November,  and  two 
other  Letters  I  have  reed  from  him  as  Exeuses  for  Jesse  Jordan^s 
(Brigade  Waggon  M')  noi  appearing  to  give  proper  Information, 
agreeable  to  my  direction.  From  the  delay  of  Jordan's  appearance, 
I  oannot  help  remarking  that  I  suspect  there  is  some  art  used  to  pre- 
vent his  coming.  Whether  the  Honorable  Council  may  think  proper 
to  Command  him  to  appear  before  them  to  give  the  Information,  I 
sabmit  to  their  superior  judgment. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

JAS.  YOUNG. 

Philad'a,  January  10th,  1779. 

IHrected. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 

«  See  0^1.  Ree.,  Vol  XI.,  pp.  650,  6n. 
t  See  page  672. 
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Pass.  OF  CoKGUSB  10  P&ES.  Rbsd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  10th  Jan'y,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  Copies  of  two  Acts 
of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  Finance—one  of  the  2d,  the  other  of 
the  5th  Inst  . 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Ezoellencjs  most  obed*  Serv', 

JOHN  JAT, 
Prest.  of  Congress. 
P.  S.  I  also  enclose  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  the  1st  Inst. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Majoe  John  Edwards  to  CouNoa,  1779. 

Honourd  Sir, 

I  did  not  receive  your  Letter  till  y*  llth  Instant,  requesting  me 
to  veiw  the  Bridge  on  Schuylkill,  &  to  Report  to  CounciL  what  is 
the  present  state  of  the  same,  &  what  would  be  the  expence  of  filling 
up  the  Boxes.  You  signify  in  your  Letter,  that  Mr.  Matlack  wrote 
to  me  concerning  it,  but  I  never  received  any  of  his  writii^,  accord- 
ing to  request  I  went  to  see  the  Bridge,  &  to  my  surprise  saw  that 
three  of  the  Peers  is  totally  carried  el  by  the  Ice  &  the  fourth  shat- 
tered greatly,  which  happened  on  the  night  of  the  9th  Instant,  ft 
for  to  repair  it  this  winter  is  almost  impossible ;  it  is  my  opinion 
was  it  Repaired  it  would  stand  but  a  short  time.  ^ 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JNO.  EDWARDS.* 

Providence,  Jan.  12, 1779. 


Council  to  N.  Jbesbt,  Dbl.  and  Virginia,  1779, 

Phikd'a,  Jan'y  12th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  forward  to  the  Executive  authority  of  N.  Jersey,  Vir- 
ginia and  the  Delaware  state,  the  enclosed  Act  to  prohibit  for  a  Umited 
time,  "  the  making  of  Whisky  and  other  Spirits  from  Wheat,  Rye, 
**  or  any  other  sort  of  Grain,  or  from  any  meal  or  flour.''    This  Act 

*  See  Vol.  YL,  p.  685,  768,  and  p.  107  of  this  VoL 
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has  been  passed  without  limiting  its  operation  nntil  the  neighbour- 
ing States  shall  pass  similar  laws,  bat  as  it  will  not  fully  answer  the 
end  proposed,  unless  like  laws  are  passed  in  the  States  above  men- 
tioned, it  became  highly  proper  that  thej  should  be  ipade  acquainted 
with  the  passing  of  such  a  law. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Sir;  your  most  obedient  & 

Very  hm'ble  Servant. 


Pbtition  of  B.  Harbkson,  &c.,  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Szeentive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylyania. 

The  Subscribers  have  now  a  vessel  fitted  out  at  a  considerable 
ezpence  ready  for  sea,  &  are  in  great  want  of  Powder  &  Match  rope, 
which  they  cannot  procure  at  present  for  Cash ;  they  therefore  re- 
quest your  Honourable  Body  be  pleased  to  lend  or  sell  them  2501b 
of  Gunpowder,  &  50Ib  of  Match  Rope,  &  200  bunches  of  3  &  4 
pound  grape  shot. 

Which  will  very  much  oblige^ 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servts., 
JNO.  PURVIANCB, 
JOS.  DEAN, 
BBNJ'N  HABBESON. 
Philadelphia,  14th  January,  1779. 

Tndonement. 

Petition  from  Messrs.  Dean  &  Harbeson,  requests  the  Loan  or 
Sale  of  250tt  of  Powder,  50tb*  Match  Rope,  200  Bunches  of  8  &  4Ib 
Grape  Shot. 

Capt.  Jos.  Stiles  to  sell  the  Petitioners  what  can  be  spared,  re- 
tain>  a  suffi'  stock  for  the  publick. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  667. 
7* 
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Rbsolutions  op  Oonqrbss,  1779, 

In  CoDgresS;  January  13, 1779. 

We  cannot  review  the  progress  of  the  reyoktion  which  has  given 
freedom  to  America,  without  admiring  the  ffoodness  and  mtefollj 
acknowledging  the  interposition  of  Divine  rrovidence.  OppresBed 
by  the  Prince  who  ought  to  have  exerted  himself  for  our  protection, 
and  suddenly  called  upon  to  repel  bis  unprovoked  invasion, — with- 
out  arms  or  ammunition,  without  military  discipline  or  permanent 
finances,  without  an  established  government  or  allies }  enfeebled  by 
habitual  attachments  to  our  very  enemies — ^We  were  precipitated  into 
all  the  expensive  operations  incident  to  a  state  of  war,  with  one  of 
the  most  formidable  nations  on  earth.  Thus  surrounded  on  all  sides 
with  wants  and  difficulties  and  dangers,  notwithstanding  the  internal 
wealth  of  our  country,  immediate  taxation  was  impracticable;  and, 
for  the  same  reason  and  a  share  of  ill  success  at  different  periods,  we 
could  not  hope,  either  at  home  or  abroad;  to  borrow  money  to  sup- 
ply our  exigencies. 

Humbly  relying  on  the  favor  of  Heaven  in  a  righteous  cause,  and 
confiding  in  the  justice  and  intrepidity  of  our  injured  fellow-oitizenB, 
we,  from  necessity  embraced  the  expedient  of  emitting  paper  money 
on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  for  the  expences  of  the  wsr---sn 
expedient  which  had  often  been  successfully  practised  in  sepmte 
States  while  we  were  subjected  to  British  domination.  The  impla- 
cable vengeance  with  which  we  have  been  pursued  has  compelled  os 
to  the  most  strenuous  and  unremitted  efforts :  Large  issues  of  money 
were  of  consequence  indispensibly  necessary,  and  the  paper  currency 
multiplied  beyond  what  was  competent  for  the  purposes  of  a  circula- 
ting medium.  This  alone  could  not  fail  to  discredit  it  in  some  de- 
gree. The  arts  of  an  unprincipled  enemy  have  increased  the 
mischief.  In  despair  of  subduing  the  free  spirit  of  America  by  force 
of  arms,  or  the  intrigues  of  negociation,  as  their  last  effort  they 
have  had  recourse  to  fraud.  Their  emissaries  have  been  employed 
in  a  variety  of  artifices  to  debase  our  money,  and  to  raise  the  price 
of  commodiQes.  The  fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  people  nave 
been  alarmed  by  misrepresentation ;  while  our  enemies  of  the  highest 
rank  have  not  hesitated  to  counterfeit  the  bills  of  credit  and  disperse 
them  throughout  the  United  States. 

Such  being  the  embarrassments  which  interrupt  a  free  circulation 
of  our  paper  money,  they  loudly  call  for  a  remedy ;  and  Congress, 
from  a  regard  to  good  faith,  to  private  justice,  and  to  public  safety, 
are  bound  to  apply  it.  Happily,  by  a  combination  of  auspicious 
events,  every  obstacle  is  removed,  and  the  means  placed  within  our 
reach.  Those  hostile  armies  which  attempted  to  enslave  us,  no  lon- 
ger formidablcj  are  wasted  and  dispersed.  Our  independence  is 
established  on  a  firm  basis;  our  respective  Governments  which  com- 
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pose  tbe  Umon,  mre  settled  and  in  the  vigorous  exercise  of  nncon- 
tronled  Mithority.  An  Allianee^  on  terms  of  perfect  equality^  is 
formed  with  one  of  the  greatest  'Hatioos  on  earth ;  and,  freed  in  a 
high  degree  fh>m  external  assaolts^  we  have  leisure  to  direot  our  at- 
tention to  oDOonomj,  and  our  resources  to  support  the  public  credit : 
To  raise  the  value  of  our  paper  money,  and  to  redeem  it,  will  not, 
we  are  persuaded,  be  difficult ;  nor  to  check  and  defeat  the  pemi<4- 
ous  currency  of  counterfeits,  impracticable  i  Both  require  a  far  less 
fihavB  of  public  virtue  and  public  vigilance  than  have  distinguished^ 
this  arduous  conflict. 

Without  public  inconvenience  or  private  distress,  the  whole  of  the 
debt  incurred  in  paper  emissions  to  this  day,  may  be  cancelled  by 
taxes :  It  may  be  cancelled  in  a  period  so  limited  as  must  leave  the 
possessor  of  the  bills  satisfied  with  his  security ;  and  if  by  a  oontlnu- 
ance  of  the  war,  the  public  service  should  demand  farther  emissions, 
they  too  may  be  oancelled  within  the  same  period :  It  being  evident 
that  our  ability  to  sustain  a  tax  must  encrease  in  prc^rdon  to  the 
quantity  of  money  in  oircolation. 

The  danger  from  counterfeits  can  only  be  avoided  by  calling  in 
mud  exchanging  the  emissions  which  have  chiefly  suffered  by  that 
species  of  fraud.  To  publish  the  marks  of  detection,  and  still  to 
leave  the  true  bills  current,  will  not  be  prudent }  as  it  must  a£Ford 
an  opportunity  for  correcting  defects  and  cheating  more  seciltely. 

To  defend  the  emission  intended  for  the  exchange  from  counter- 
feits, the  strongest  guards  will  be  devised ;  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  maiks  of  autheatieity  will  be  so  obvious,  and  the  difficulty  of 
suoeessful  imitation  ao  great^oui  to  discourage  the  attempt  or  elude 
its  effects. 

Upon  these  weighty  oonsidevationB  Congress  have  agreed  to  the 
annexed  Resolutions,  and  recommend  them  to  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  the  respeetive  Legislatures  of  the  United  States,  to  tbe  end 
that  Lmts  may  be  ^acted  to  give  them  the  most  spe^y,  dedsivCi 
and  e&ctnal  operation. 


In  Congress,  January  2, 1779. 

Whereas  these  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues,  and  not 
heretofore  in  a  condition  to  raise  them,  have,  in. the  course  of  £ho 
present  war,  repeatedly  been  under  the  necessity  of  emitting  bills  of 
credit,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  faith  of  these  United  States 
has  beea  solemnlv  pledged;  and  the  credit  of  which  their  honor  and 
safety  as  well  as  justice  is  highly  concerned  to  support  and  estabUflh. 
And  whereas  to  that  end  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
periods  of  their  redemption;  and  seasonably  to  establish  funds, 
which,  in  due  time,  without  distressing  the  people;  shall  m^e  ade- 
quate proviMon  fbr  the  same.    And  whereas;  m  apportioning  the 


156  PENNSTLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  1779. 

payments  for  the  said  fdnd,  it  is  expedient  that  an  extra  sam  be 
called  for  the  cnrrent  year,  both  on  aooonnt  of  the  present  ease  of 
paying  it  and  to  rednoe  the  surplos  in  cironlation.    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  these  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their 
respectiye  quotas  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in  the  year  1779,  and 
of  six  millions  of  dollars  annually  for  18  years,  from  and  after  the 
year  1779,  as  a  fund  for  sinking  the  emissions  and  loans  of  these 
United  States  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1778,  inclusive. 

That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make 
any  further  emissions  necessary,  the  year  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sank 
in  the  manner  and  within  the  period  aforesaid. 

That  any  of  the  bills  emitted  by  order  of  Congress,  prior  to  ibe 
year  1780,  and  no  others,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  quotii. 
I  That  the  bills  received  on  the  said  quotas,  except  those  for  the 
year  1779,  be  applied  first  for  payment  of  the  interest,  and  secondly 
of  the  principal  of  loans  made  by  these  United  States,  prior  to  the 
year  1780,  and  that  the  residue,  together  with  those  received  on  the 
quotas  of  the  year  1779,  be  not  re-issued^  but  burned  and  destroyed 
as  Gongress  shall  direct. 

And  whereas  many  counterfeits  have  appeared  in  circulation,  of 
various  denominations,  of  the  emissions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April 
11, 1778,  and  counterfeits  of  these  emissions  have  lately  been  issued 
by  our  enemies  at  New  York,  and  are  found  to  be  spreading  and 
increasing  fast  in  various  parts  of  these  United  States;  wlMreby 
individuals  are  defrauded,  prices  enhanced,  and  the  credit  of  the  paper 
currency  greatly  injured ;  and  it  is  become  necessary  for  the  security 
of  individual  and  safety  of  the  public,  that  those  two  emisseoae 
should  cease  to  be  a  circulating  medium,  and  should  be  called  in  and 
exchanged,  or  otherwise  provided  for  as  soon  as  may  be  with  conve- 
nience to  the  present  holders.    Therefore 

fiesolved,  That  the  following  bills  be  taken  out  of  oiroulatioa, 
namely,  the  whole  emissions  of  May  20, 1777^  and  April  11,1778. 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose  in  the  manner  hereafter 
provided  by  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  not  afterwards  redeemable. 

That  they  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes  into  the  Continental 
Treasuries,  and  into  the  State  Treasuries  for  Continental  taxes,  until 
the  first  day  qf  June  next. 

That  they  be  received  until  the  first  day  of  June  next,  into  the 
Continental  Loan  Offices,  either  on  Loan  or  to  be  exchanged,  at  the 
election  of  the  owners,  for  other  bills  of  the  like  tenor,  to  be  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose. 

That  the  bills  lodged  in  the  said  offices  to  be  so  exchanged,  be 
there  registered,  and  indented  certificates  thereof  (pven  to  the  owners 
by  the  respective  Commissioners  of  the  said  offices. 

That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  Offices  make  returns  to  the 
Treasury  Board,  immediately  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  of  the 
amount  of  the  bills  received  into  their  respective  offices  to  be 
exchanged  as  aforesaid;  and  that  proper  bills  to  exchange  the  same 
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be  furnished  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out  at  their  said  offices,  within 
60  days  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June. 

That  the  first  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  Treas- 
uries and  Loan  Offices,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  through 
with  a  circular  punch  of  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  exam- 
ined and  burned,  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

Extract  from  the  minuteau 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 


In  Congress,  January  5, 1779. 
Resolved,  That  the  several  States  raise  by  taxes  respectively  as 
follows,  for  their  quotas  of  the  fifteen  millions  of  Dollars  for  the 
year  1779. 
New-Hampshire,  .....    600,000 

Massachusetts-Bay,        ....  2,000,000 

Rhode-Island  &  Providenoe  Plantations,  -  ..    300,00lD 

Connecticut,       -  .  -  -  .  1,700,000 

New-York,         ......    800,000 

New-Jersey,       ......    800,000 

Pennsylvania,    .  -  -  -  .  1,900,000 

Delaware,  ......    150,000 

Maryland,  .....  1,560,000 

Virginia,  .....  2,400,000 

North-Carolina,  ....  1,090,000 

South-Carolina,  .  .  .  .  '   1,800,000 

Oeorgia,  being  invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raise  her 
proportion. 

15,000,000 


That  the  said  several  sums,  or  any  greater  sums  which  shall  be 
paid  by  any  of  the  States  into  the  Continental  Treasury,  shall  be 
placed  to  their  respective  credits  on  interest,  on  the  same  terms  as 
are  set  forth  in  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  passed  November 
22d,1777. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
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In  Congress,  January  14, 1779. 

Resolved^  That  the  bills  to  be  emitted  for  exchanging  others, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  the  2d  instant,  or  for  sup- 
porting the  war  the  ensnine  year,  be  of  the  followioe  denominations, 
Tiz :  65, 60,  55,  60, 46,  40,  85,  SO,  20, 8,  7,  6, 4,  8  and  2  Dollars; 
and  One  Pollar. 

That  the  Form  of  the  Bills  be  as  follows  : 

'<  No.         ,  Dollars.     The  bearer  is  entitled  to  reoeive 

''  Spanish  Milled  Dollars,  or  ui  equal  sum  in  Gold  or  SiWer,  acoord- 
<<  iDff  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  January,  1779.'' 

That  each  of  the  said  Bills  be  numbered  and  signed  by  two  persons. 

That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  for  the  Redemptioa 
of  suoh  Bills,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1797,  agreeable 
to  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  aforesaid. 

That  for  preventing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  said  Bills,  new  stamps 
with  additional  checks,  be  proyided,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  proof 
sheets  struck,  and  sent  to  the  Assemblies  of  the  respective  States,  to 
be  lodged  by  them  under  proper  Regulations  in  Pablio  Offices  ia 
their  several  Counties,  Towns  and  Districts,  for  the  benefit  of  tho 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
Indorsed, 
Resolve  of  Congress  for  raising  supplies  of  money.* 


Council  to  W.  CLiNanAM,  1779, 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  15,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  direct  vie  to  write  to  you  requesting  your  attend- 
ance in  Congress,  the  representation  of  this  State  being  too  generally 
much  less  than  is  consistent  with  its  interest. 

Col.  Atlee  is  now  returning  home,  which  renders  your  presence 
the  more  necessary  at  a  time  when  business  of  great  importance  is 
daily  before  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect^ 
Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y.f 
Dtrectedf 
H'ble  Wm.  Clingham,  Esq'. 

*  The  foregoing  are  all  printed  from  a  handbill, 
t  See  GoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  649. 
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Gen.  D.  Bobbbdsau  to  Prssidbnt  Resd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  16th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  hAT6  the  honor  of  now  enclosing  yon  an  aot  of  Gooffrefls  of  this 
day,*  in  answer  to  the  application  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State, 
agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  Instructions  of  the  14Ui  Inst.,  &  am 
Y'r  Exoelleno/s 

Most  ob't  A  very  hum'  serv't, 

DANIEL  ROBERDBAU. 
Dinciedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 


Je&£M.  Wadbwo&th  to  Committbb  of  Cokgbess,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  January  18,  1779. 

Sir, 

Some  days  since  I  wrote  to  Congress,  expressinff  my  fears  that  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  procure  full  supplies  of  flour  for  the  army 
without  adopting  other  Measures  than  the  usual  ones  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

I  now  inform  yon  that  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  wheat  and 
flour  by  purchase,  and  the  army  must  be  soon  distressed  for  want  of 
bread  il  the  present  disposition  to  withhold  the  wheat  and  flour 
oontinues. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 
Yonr  most  obed't 
humble  servant, 

JERB.  WADSWORTH, 
Com.  Gen'l,  Pres't. 
DirteUd^ 

The  hon'ble  Meflsrs.  Sondder,  Morris  &  Whipple,  Committee  of 
Congress. — Copy» 

*  See  Col  Reo.  Vol.,  XI.,  p.  669.  ' 
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Pebsidbnt  Rebd  to  Delegates  in  Ookcirbss,  1779. 

January  18, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Board  at  ^hich  I  have  the  honour  to  preside  having  taken 
into  consid'n  the  very  great  &  heavy  expenditures  made  dj  this 
State  on  account  of  the  United  States,  far  exceeding  those  of  any 
other  state,  together  with  the  calamities  necessarily  incident  to  the 
seat  of  War,  whioh  have  rendered  the  operations  of  Govemm^  for 
its  internal  support  &  defence,  in  many  respects,  partial  &  inadequate, 
would  have  deemed  it  highly  proper  to  ask  of  Congress  an  advance 
of  cash  if  they  had  not  heen  restrained  by  other  considerations. 
But  the  General  Assembly  at  their  last  session  having  expressly 
recommended  it,  &  the  late  resolution  of  GongresB  of*  Inst, 
having  annihilated  as  to  the  Purposes  of  Circulation  a  large  sum  of 
the  emissions  described  in  the  s"*  resolve  now  laying  &  expected  in 
the  public  Treasury ;  these  together  with  the  pressing  exigencies  of 
a  general  as  well  as  particular  nature,  make  it  no  longer  a  matter  of 
choice  but  necessity,  to  request  of  Congress  an  advance  of  f 
And  we  have  only  to  add  that  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  account 
between  this  &  the  United  States,  so  as  to  regulate  future  applica- 
tions, will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  ua  &  the  good  people  of  the  state 
in  general. 

You  will  please  to  consider  this  letter  as  an  instruction  to  yon,  k 
lay  the  same  before  the  hon'ble  Congress  for  their  speedy  determi- 
nation. 


John  Mitchell  to  Pkes't  Reed,  1779. 

Quarter  Master  Generals  Office, 

Philada.,  19th  January,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  this  day  received  an  order  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Honor- 
able Council  of  this  State,  requesting  I  would  give  them  information 
respecting  a  Brigade  of  Waggons  under  the  conduct  of  Jesse  Jordant 
W.  M.,  from  Chester  County;  the  Council  having  been  informed 
that  I  sent  them  to  Egg  Harbour  to  convey  private  property  to  this 
City.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  give  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honble  Council  every  information  you  think  necessary  for  the  good 
of  the  Publick,  or  this  State  in  particular,  which  relates  to  my  office 

*  Set  pp.  164—158. 

t  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  669-70. 

t   See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  672. 
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or  tbe  business  of  the  Departmenti  as  I  have  no  desire  to  conceal  any 
part  of  my  conduct  as  a  publick  officer,  having  conducted  the  bnsinesB 
under  my  direction  with  Integrity  and  Justice  to  the  Pttblick;  the 
following  are  the  State  of  the  Sicts  required,  Via. 

In  the  Month  of  October  last  at  the  time  the  Enemy  had  landed 
some  Troops  at  Egg  Harbour,  General  Arnold  desired  I  would  fur- 
nish him  with  a  Brigade  of  Teams  which  he  wanted  to  send  to  the 
Jerseys^  and  that  he  would  pay  the  hire  of  them,  they  being  wanted 
to  remove  property  which  was  in  eminent  danger  of  falling  into  the 
Enemy's  hands.  I  informed  him  he  should  have  the  Waggon  Master 
of  the  first  Brigade  which  could  be  spared  from  publick  Service  sent 
to  him^  when  he  would  give  him  such  orders  as  he  pleased }  accord- 
ingly about  the  22d  of  October,  Mr.  Jordan  was  sent  to  the  General 
to  receive  ^his  directions,  having  at  that  time  sent  forward  a  large 
supply  for  the  Army,  &c.,  when  Jordan  returned  he  was  desired  to 
make  out  his  account  to  General  Arnold  to  be  paid.  I  do  not  know 
where  the  Loading  was  stored,  nor  whose  property  it  was,  further 
than  what  is  before  mentioned.  A  greater  nnmber  of  Continental 
Teams  coming  in  than  I  expected,  enabled  me  to  comply  with  General 
Arnold's  request  without  any  inconvenience|to  the  service ;  if  there  is 
any  thine  further  in  which  I  can  satisfy  your  Excellency  and  the 
Council  I  will  wait  on  you  at  any  time  with  pleasure. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  & 

most  Humble  SerVt^ 
JNO.  MITCHELL,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Directed. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Gro.  WASHiimToir  to  CotrNoiL,  1779, 

Gentlemeni 

The  liberal  Testimony  of  approbation  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  transmitting  by  the  hands  of  his  Excellen<7  the  President,  ooming 
from  so  rsqMctable  ^n  Assembly,  cannot  but  make  the  deepest  im- 
pression on  my  mind. 

However  eonscious  I  am  Uiat  your  generous  sensibility  attributes 
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iofiiiitely  too  much  to  me,  my  respect  for  jou  leacb  me  to  acqnkioe 
in  your  request  and  gratefully 
To  aubeoribe  myself 
Gentlemen; 

^  your  much  obliged 

and  most  obed't  Serv't, 

0«  WASHINGTON.* 
Head  Quarters,  Philadelpbia,  Jan'y  20tb;  1779. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  honorable  memhen  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Counoil. 


Council  to  Delbgates  in  Congbess,  1779* 

Council  Chamber. 

Jan.  20th,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

This  Board  having  taken  into  their  consideration  the  state  of  their 
General  Officers  &  examined  the  Resolutions  of  Congress,  have  uDasi- 
mously  come  into  the  Determinations  which  I  now  inclose,  &  upon 
which  Council  desire  you  to  exert  yourselves,  that  Justice  msj  be 
done  the  State  in  a  Point  where  it  has  been,  &  may  again  be  materially 
injured  if  not  duly  attended  to;  this  State  has  had  more  of  its  officers 
&  Men  captured  by  the  Snemy  than  any  four  or  ^  other  States  in  the 
Union :  many  of  them  perished  miserably  in  their  hands,  many  yet 
remain  Prisoners  from  the  Year  1776,  great  Irregularities  bavlDg 
happened  before  an  authorized  Commissary  was  appointed  k  ^^ 
authority  having  been  contrould  by  some  States  in  special  Instances. 
Notwitbstand'g  these  public  losses  occasioned  in  no  small  degree  by 
the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  this  State  has  more  Troops  engaged 
for  the  War  than  any  other,  &  more  men  in  the  Field  on  actual  ser- 
vice under  Gen.  Washington  than  any  other.  We  mention  these 
Circumstances  as  a  Ground  for  your  claiming  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress that  the  Troops  of  this  State  may  not  be  deprived  of  the 
advantages  attending  a  Command  of  one  of  their  own  officers  when  en- 
titled to  it,  as  at  present  we  clearly  conceive  they  are.  When  the  State 
raised  Troops  equal  to  a  Generals  Command,  General  Armstrong  & 
Gen.  Thompson  were  appointed  at  an  early  day — Congress  thought  pro- 
per to  lay  the  first  aside  arbitrarily,  as  they  did  General  Arnold  at  the 
same  time,  either  arbitrarily  or  because  the  respective  States  of  Penn- 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  671,  where  the  Counoil  reqnest  him  to 
''permit  them  to  place  his  portrait  in  the  Council  Chamber." 
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8yl7ani&&  Conneotiout  had  an  nneqnal  Proportion  of  Gen.  Officers. 
Googress  soon  after  raised  Oen.  Arnold  to  be  a  Major  Gen.,  leaving 
Gen.  Armstrong  in  his  old  Station^  which  occasioned  an  immediate 
Resignation.  In  the  mean  time  Brig'  S'  Clair  had  been  promoted  to 
be  a  Major  Gen.,  &  by  Military  Rales  had  a  clear  Precedence  of  Gen. 
Arnold.  Now  either  the  Congress  act  arbitrarily  in  cases  of  Promo- 
tion or  npon  some  Prhiciple — ^if  of  the  latter  why  depriye  Gen.  Arm- 
atroitg  &  in  him  the  Stole  of  the  Benefit  arising  from  his  appoint- 
ment— if  mere  Power  is  the  Principle  why  is  Gen.  Arnold  to  be 
preferred  to  S*  Clair  who  had  by  an  Act  of  Congress  gained  a  decided 
anperiority.  If  it  is  alledged  that  Congress  have  in  cases  of  eztra- 
cnrdinary  Merit  a  Right  of  ordering  Promotion,  this  Rale  can  never 
with  Jastioe  be  extended  so  as  to  intrench  npon  the  Rights  of  others-^ 
snch  a  oonstraotion  wonld  if  carried  into  effect  break  up  any  Army — 
for  tho'  Congress  may  have  a  Right  to  raise  a  Lieutenant  to  be  a 
Colooel,  they  cannot  jostly  or  properly  ^ve  him  Rank  over  all  other 
Colonels  nor  has  this  ever  been  done* 

How  far  later  Opinions  &  better  Information  may  have  enereased 
or  diminished  the  splendor  of  the  Danbury  affair  we  shall  not  enter  into, 
Congress  being  allowed  to  be  the  Judge  of  Merit,  bat  it  has  never 
yet  appeared  to  ns  that  this  Reason  is  assigned  for  the  Promotion 
which  ought  &  has  been  the  Case  where  the  line  of  snecession  has 
been  broken  in  Respect  to  extraordinary  Merit — Upon  the  whole 
therefore  we  think  the  State  may  jastly  claim  either  that  entire  Justice 
be  done,  in  which  case  Gen.  Armstrong  who  is  highly  esteemed  by 
ibis  Stete  be  restored  to  his  Rank — or  if  the  Power  of  Congress  is 
admitted  in  this  Case  then  the  exerciiie  of  it  ought  to  be  claimed  in  the 
Case  of  Gen.  8^  Clair,  otherwise  Pennsylvania  must  draw  this  un- 
handsome Cenolusion  that  Congress  apply  one  Rule  to  other  States 
&  another  to  her,  a  Principle  which  can  iieither  daim  our  Respect^or 
obedience. 

We  do  not  enter  into  the  comparative  merits  of  the  Gentlemen  but 
we  may  &  think  ourselves  in  Duty  to  this  State  obliged  to  say  that 
from  the  Experience  we  have  had.  Gen.  Arnold's  Command  has  not 
been  exercised  with  that  Dignity  or  attention  to  the  Interests  &  con- 
venience of  the  People  whom  we  represent  to  induce  us  to  abate  from 
motives  of  personal  Respect  the  smallest  claim  which  the  State  has 
npon  the  Justice  &  Honour  of  Congress. 
By  the  Desire  &  in  Behalf 

of  the  Council  unanimously, 

I  subscribe  myself  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed.  &  very  Hble  Serv't, 

Indorsement, 
To  the  HiNAble  the  Delegates  of  Penn^lvania  in  Congress^ 
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Prbs.  Reed  to  Mons.  Gerard,  1779. 

In  CottnciL 

Pliilad'»,Jan'y25,1779. 
Sir 

The  Law0  &  Poliee  of  this  State  require,  that  when  any  Penonfl 
come  to  violent  Peath,  the  proper  Officers  of  Justice  are  to  make 
Inquiry  into  the  Oauses  <^  such  Death,  &  report  to  publick  autho- 
rity that  justice  may  be  done  &  Offenders  brought  to  PuouhmeDt 
There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  a  Gentleman  of  your  Nation 
has  lately  died,  in  consequence  of  a  Wound  received  from  an  Ame- 
rican Officer,  &  the  the  proper  Officer  have  made  diligent  Inqairj, 
&  especially  of  the  French  Gentlemen,  they  find  themselves  embur- 
rassed  &  discovery  hitherto  eluded,  &  as  we  apprehend  from  false 
Principles  of  Delicacy  &  Honour.  Our  respect  to  the  Nation  80 
worthily  represented  by  you,  &  the  justice  of  our  State  combine  on 
this  Occasion  to  aerutiniie  the  unhappy  Transaction,  &  we  have  to 
request  of  your  honour  to  exert  your  Influence  over  the  Gentlemen 
of  your  Nation  to  give  the  necessary  Information.  We  are  sorry  to 
observe,  that  their  Silence  &  Keluctance  prevents  us  from  ascertain- 
ing the  Name,  Abode,  or  Place  of  Burial  of  the  deceased.  But  that 
such  an  Event  has  really  happened  we  entertain  little  doubt 

It  is  perfectly  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  your  ExoelU  assuranoeB 
of  our  sincere  desire  to  preserve  perfect  Harmony  between  the  Bub- 
jects  of  the  different  Nations  now  so  firmly  united  in  Interests  t 
Friendship,  to  add  that  the  Inquiries  above  referr'd  to,  will  have  a 
happy  tendency  to  prevent  such  violence  in  future,  ft  to  guard  the 
Laws  of  the  Oouotry  from  Violation,  ft  preserve  the  Amity  subsist- 
ing between  the  two  Nations. 

I  ani  with  great  Respect, 

Your  EzcelL  most  obed. 

Hble  Stfv«. 

JOS.  REED,  Presd'.* 
Hnble  the  Sienr  Gerard,  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 


Geo.  Smith  to  Pbks.  Rbbd,  1779.] 

Sir, 

I  have  Discovered  a  few  more  of  y*  Inhabitance  of  Phila*  Coun- 
ty, that  has  gon  off  with  y»  Enemy  of  theas  States,  and  haith  not 
bean  Proclamd  yet,  theirfore  I  send  you  their  Names  in  hops  to  see 
it  in  oor  Paper  soon,  as  I  iod  some  of  their  Estates  is  •  Wasting 
very  fast 

*See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  678,  and  reply,  page  169. 
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Thomas  Gordan,  of  Oxford  township,  sin^e  man;  son  of  y  Widow 
Gordnn,  jist  above  Frankford. 

Holton  Jones,  batter,  of  Germantown  township,  single  man. 

Isaac  Taylor,  single  man,  yeoman,  of  Whitpain  township. 

John  Robison,  Gordwinder,  of  Wbit^in  township,  single  man. 

Danel  Janes,  of  y*  Manor  of  MoreWd,  single  man ;  all  of  y « 
Conntj  of  Fhila%  State  of  Pennsylyania. 

This  from  your  Hnmble  Serrant, 

GEORGE  SMITH. 
J)ir€Ctedj 

To  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  y"  Executive  Councell^ 
Pennsy*.  ^ 


Db.  Valentine  Standlet  to'  Council,  1779. 

Philad'a,  Jan'y  26th,.  1779. 
Honorable  Gentl", 

The  31st  of  July,  1777, 1  had  the  Honor  of  being  appointed  Sur- 
geon of  the  Ship  Montgomery,  by  the  Navy  Board,  after  having 
produced  a  Certificate  of  my  Examination  before  Doct'*  Wm.  Ship- 
pen,  Senior  &  Junior.  When  the  Enemy  took  possession  of  this 
city,  Doct'  Dunlap  remained  here,  leaving  upon  Province  Island  the 
Sick,  Medicines,  Instruments,  bedding,  &o.,  belonging  to  the  Hosp^ 
Upon  the  Enemy  making  their  appearance  towards  the  Island,  I 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  remove  the  sick,  &c.,  upon  Mud  Island, 
which  I  accordingly  did,  and  took  care  of  them.  The  1st  of  Oct', 
1777,  the  Navy  Board  &  Commodore,  without  any  sollieitation  of 
mine,  appointed  me  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  &  Fleet,  in  the 
Boom  of  Doct'  Dunlap,  who  deserted  said  Hospital  &  Fleet,  with  all 
the  Power  &  Pay  that  he  had.  Upon  the  appearance  of  the  Enemys 
Batteries  upon  Province  Island,  I  thought  proper  to  remove  the 
Sick  into  the  Jerseys,  where  they  remained  until  the  last  Saturday 
of  the  Sicffd,  when  I  sent  the  wounded  &  them  up  to  Burlington, 
with  my  Mate,  to  Doct'  Glentworth,  whilst  I  remained  behind  with 
the  Commodore,  in  Case  of  any  Accidents  happening  on  the  Retreat 
apast  the  City.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Burlington  I  found  my  sick  & 
wounded,  I  immediately  crossed  the  River  to  Bristol  and  erected  a 
Hospital  there;  after  that  I  removed  them  to  Trenton  were  we  win- 
tered, from  thence  to  Lancaster  &  Philad'a,  where  I  have  taken  par- 
ticular  Care  of  them  to  this  Day.  F'  Hutchinson  has  never  yet  at- 
tended the  sick  since  his  appointment. 

I  called  upon  the  Paymaster  the  other  day  for  some  money,  he  in- 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  G79. 
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formed  me  that  GonDoil  had  ordered  him  to  pay  me  off,  hat  to  keep 
within  fifty  Dollars  ^  month,  when  Doet'  Dunlaphad  Three  Dolkn 
^  Day,  as  will  appear  hy  Mr.  Wehh,  the  Paymaster  formerly,  or  hy 
Doot'Dunlap,  who  reoeived  it.  I  think  myself  much  aggrieved, 
that  I  should  he  snperoeded  }>j  a  Gentl*  who  hears  three  Commissions 
in  the  Army  &  Navy ;  not  only  that^  hat  that  I  should  he  refused  by 
the  Paymaster  to  he  paid  my  just  due,  when  I  have  endured  all  the 
Hardships  of  the  Campaign,  &  taken  care  of  all  the  sick,  wounded, 
&c.,  which  fell  into  my  Hands.  I  now  heg  leave  to  introduce  to  the 
Honarahle  Oentl"  of  the  Council,  a  few  lines  from  the  Navy  Board, 
Commodore  &  Doct'  Olentworth,  testifying  my  Behaviour  &  Treat- 
ment of  the  sick  &  wounded.  Interim  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with 
the  most  profound  Respect  &  Esteem, 
Hon'le  Gentl« 

T'  most  OV  h«  S*, 

VALENTINE  STANDLEY,  Jr.* 


These  are  to  Certify,  that  Doctor  Valentine  Standly  has  acted  as 
Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Fleet,  under  my  Command, 
from  the  time  the  Enemy  took  possession  of  this  City,  and  during  the 
siege  of  the  River  we  had  about  70  men  kill'd  and  wounded  in  dif- 
ferent Actions  with  the  Enemy's  Ships  and  Batteries,  during  which 
time  he  perform'd  his  Business  in  such  a  manner  as  to  effect  a  great 
number  of  Cures  on  men  who  were  dangerously  wounded. 

Given  under  my  hand,  in  Philad*,  this  17  th  day  of  Jan^,  1779. 

John  Hazelwood,  C.  P.  F. 

The  Bearer  hereof,  Doot'  Valentine  Standley,  was  appointed  Se- 
nior Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  Fleet,  in  the  room  of  Docf  Donlap, 
who  deserted  the  said  Hospital  &  Fleet,  &  has,  during  the  whole  of 
the  time,  taken  the  utmost  care  imaginable  of  the  sick  &  wounded 
which  fell  into  his  hands,  by  which  he  has  merited  the  approba- 
tion &  esteem  of  thia  Boaitl. 

Wm.  Bbadfobb, 
Paul  Cox, 
Manubl  Eybb. 
Jan'y  18th,  1779. 
Directedf 
To  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL  p.  691. 
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QSS.  J>  ROBBBDBAU  30  PB£6II>BNT  RbBD,   1779. 

Philad'a,  Jan'y  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  the  enclofled  Resolatioii  obtain^,  bnt  hnrry  of  basiness 
on  the  afikirs  it  allades  to^  and  others  respeoting  this  State,  was  the 
ooeasion  of  my  ommittiDg  to  forward  the  enclosed  before.  I  am  with 
most  respectful  salutations  to  Council, 

Sir,  y  most  ob*  &  very 

humb.  Serv*, 

PANIEL  KOBERDEAU. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellcy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Hon'ble  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Aug.  Pattbbson  to  Council,  1779. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  Governor  and  President  of  tho 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  The  Memorial  of  Wm.  Aug**"  Patterson 
Late  Capt.  of  the  15*^  Regm^  of  the  Massechusets  Bay,  Com- 
manded by  Coin*  Patterson. — Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Exoellencys  Memorialist  Entered  the  service  at  The 
time  your  Honour  &  his  Excellency  went  to  Cambridge,  at  which 
plaoe  he  joined  the  Grand  Army  there  with  the  Convoy  of  Powder 
from  this  Place  under  his  care  the  17*^  Day  of  August.  A  short  time 
after  he  was  Honoured  with  a  First  Lieut*'  In  the  above  Regm*  By 
the  Cdni*  Request;  he  then  did  Duty  untill  the  Evacuation  of  Boston 
The  17^^  of  March,  &  wa»in  every  Publick  Service  during  the  Block- 
ade ;  the  18**  of  March  he  marched  off  with  four  Regm*%  his  own 
under  the  Command  of  General  Heath  To  New  York  where  with 
the  Brigade  he  arrived  Aprill  the  Third,  And  in  a  Few  Days  after 
bis  Arrivell  was  ordered  with  a  Party  to  Fort  Montgomery  seventy- 
five  miles  up  the  North  River,  where  In  Eighteen  Days  he  Erected 
a  Battery  Mounting  six  Eighteen  Pounders.  In  the  Beginning  of 
May  he  was  with  his  party  taken  on  Board  the  fleet  bound  to  Can- 
ada under  the  Command  of  Generall  Thompson ;  on  our  arrival!  at 
Fort  St.  John  our  Regm'  Received  orders  from  his  honnour  General 
Arnold  to  join  him  at  Montrcall  with  all  the  Men  whom  had  had 
the  Small  Pox.  I  was  sent  over  with  that  party  under  tho  Command 
of  our  Brave  Major  Sherburne  (now  a  CoUon*)  In  the  Different  Ac- 
tions in  that  place  I  can  as  well  as  others  take  upon  me  to  say  I  ever 
attempted  The  Duty  of  the  officer  &  the  Soldier  He  then  with  the 
Bcmains  of  the  Regm*  &  our  flying  army  under  Generall  Arnold, 
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Bettirned  to  Crown  Point  &  from  there  to  Ticonderon,  where  the 
Command  of  the  Northern  Army  Devolved  on  Oenenul  Oatiefl,  who 
appointed  him  aasistant  Enganerr  To  Coin.  Baldwin.  In  which  ser- 
Tice  He  Direoted  and  Superintended  all  the  Worke  at  Ticonderoga 
and  Mount  Independance.  In  August  1776  my  Brave  Cap*  Died 
Nigh  Crown  p^nnt.  When  I  gott  the  Company  in  November  I  was 
<M:dered  off  from  Ty«  with  Generall  QatoBj  the  Bear  of  the  four  Beg** 
under  his  Command  Being  given  to  me  I  joined  Hia  Bzoellenoy 
Oen^  Washington  at  Newtown,  the  Even'g  of  the^24^^  of  Decemberi 
after  a  severe  hard  march.  The  25'^  in  the  Even'g  we  marched  to 
the  Glorious  action  of  Trenton  &  then  to  the  third  of  Jan'y 'Prince 
Town,  from  thence  to  Morrestown^  where  the  times  of  His  Begm* 
Being  Expired  k  A  Law  passed  in  the  State  of  Massachusets  Bay, 
that  no  officer  was  to  serve  in  that  State  except  he  Belonged  to  it| 
which  put  mo  Intirely  out  of  Commission.  As  I  Claimed  uia  State 
and  my  friends  here  at  the  time  of  the  Begulations  of  the  troops  of 
this  State  thinking  I  was  provided  for^  Being  so  long  in  the  Service 
made  no  Provision  for  me^  However  that  never  hindered  me  to 
attempt  the  Duty  I  owe  my  Country.  On  the  20**  of  May  1777  I 
joined  the  train  of  Artillery  of  this  State,  and  has  ever  sinoe  acted  as 
a  Volunteer.  In  every  action,  that  of  Monmouth  excepted,  as  I  was 
here  on  Duty  without  Pay  or  any  Bettaliation  whatsoever,  all  I  now 
ask,  as  I  hear  there  is  a  Regulation  of  the  troops  of  this  State,  that 
if  my  Little  Services  is  worthy  the  notice  of  your  Excellency  or  the 
Hon'ble  Executive  Council  you  will  take  my  Circumstances  under 
Consideration  as  your  Honour  &  the  Councill  shall  think  meet. 

There  is  a  Corps  of  Engeneers  Forthwith  to  be  raised  under  Gkn- 
erall  Dn  Portaill,  which  is  a  piece  of  Duty  I  am  a  little  acquainted 
with,  which  I  shou'd  have  no  objection  to  enter  iutO|  as  Nothing 
wou'd  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  attempt  My  Small  Services 
towards  the  Establishment  of  a  Country,  That  is  &  I  am  certain 
whilst  maintained  by  a  number  of  such  Virtous  Citizens  in  force  & 
Ever  will  Be  so,  which  God  grant  it  May.  . 

Philad.,  Jan'y  27«,  1779. 

V-.  ATJ6-««  PATTERSON. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Bsa*'  and  the  Hon'Ue  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Supreme  Executive  Councill  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
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MoNS.  Gbraed  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

A  Philadelphie,  le  27  Janvier,  1779. 
Monsieur, 

En  cont^uenee  de  la  lefttre  que  youa  m'ayez  foife  Fhonnenr  de 
TB^ecnref*  j'ai  parle  k  la  plupart  des  Officiera  fran^ois  ani  sent  k 
Philadelpbie  et  j'ai  fait  prendre  des  informations  ohes  des  antres 
partionliers  de  ma  nati(m  relatiYement  k  la  moH  qui  fiut  Tobjet  des 
reeherohes  da  Conseil  de  cet  Btat  Us  m'cmt  declare  nnanime- 
ment  qn'ils  n'avoientf  avonne  oonnoissance  relativement  i  oet 
6venemeni  qne  par  le  bmit  nublic,  qn'en  Faprenant  ils  aToient  fait 
tontes  les  perquisitions  possibles  poor  s'assnrer  de  la  y6rite  des  faits 
dont  ils  dontoient  d'antant  plus  qn'ils  ne  yoyoient  manqner  ancnne 
de  lenrs  oompatriotes;  que  lenrs  soins  les  avoii  oondoit  a  aprendre  one 
H.  le  Capitaine  d'Ogherti  s'etoit  yanti  d'ayoir  tn^  on  fran^ois.  M. 
le  G**  d'fisisnard  s^ftdressa  i  M.  IVOgberti  lui  m^e  pour  lui 
demander  ri  les  propos  qu'on  lui  portoit  4toient  yrais,  cet  Offioier 
repoodit  qn'il  n'avoit  pas  ta6  maissimplement  blesse  son  adyersaire, 
et  que  le  lendemain  ils  ont  bu  et  mange  ensemble  en  trds  bonn^ 
intelliffenoe. 

Ygw,  Monsieur,  tout  ee  que  mon  x^le  p<mr  le  bon  ordre,  ma 
d^fSrence  pour  les  desirs  du  Counseil  et  mon  empreesement  pour 
tout  00  qui  pent  6tre  agrteble  &  FEtat  m'ont  conduit  i  d^couyrir. 
J'ai  Fhonneur  de  yons  transmettre  le  tout  afin  que  le  Conseil  en  fiisse 
Tusage  qu'il  jn^era  eonyenable.  6i  yous  me  permett^s  de  yous  en 
dire  ma  pen86e  il  me  semble.  Monsieur,  qwil  ne  s'agit  qua  de 
constater  que  le  bruit  de  la  mort  du  inui9ois  dont  ii  s'agit,  est  desti- 
tu^  de  tout  fimdement. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre  ayeo  les  sentimens  les  plus  respeotueuz. 
Monsieur, 

Yotre  tr^  bumble  et  tr^s 
ob^issant  seryiteur. 


GEBABD. 


*  See  page  164. 

t  See  Cot  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  678. 
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FBKSiDEin;  Bbid  to  Thomas  Bubeb,  Esq.,  17f9. 

In  Gounoil;  Philada.;  January  28th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  fayoured  yesterday  with  yonrs  of  the  26th  Inst.,  reflpocting 
the  Sloop  Actiye,*  which  from  having  been  a  subject  of  mnch  litiga- 
tion in  the  Courts  of  Jnstioe,  now  comprehends  questions  of  high 
import  to  the  Interests  k  Polioe  of  this  h  the  United  States.  And 
we  feel  great  anxiety  that  the  discipline  may  be  had  npon  the  Piiaei- 
ples  of  Law,  Justice  &  Reason  only,  k  condooted  with  thi^  Harmcny 
k  Temper  which  will  be  most  lOtely  to  lead  to  Troth  &  fotnn 
Tranquility.  The  general  power  k  jnrisdietion  of  Oongresi  io 
maritime  cases  between  the  captors  k  captured  we  apprehend  is  DOt 
affected  by  the  opposition  made  to  the  decree  of  the  OommknoDOi 
in  the  case  of  the  Actiye.  We  therefore  fear  some  inconvenienoes 
will  ensue,  if  the  Committee  should  make  their  Report  withoat 
giying  the  parties  interested  an  opp'y  to  state  the  Oronnds  &  Prin- 
oiples  upon  which  the  difficulty  of  complying  wiUi  this  decree  is 
made. 

Beoause  if  it  should  appear  to  hare  originated  from  the  speoiil 
ciroumstanoes  of  the  case,  k  founded  on  the  Municipal  law  cMf  the 
State,  we  apprehend  it  will  be  clearly  distinguished  from  the  em 
of  a  general  denial  of  the  authority  of  Congress  in  all  maritime 
causes  whatsoever. 

I  would  wish  that  this  may  not  be  considered  as  an  interferaioe 
of  the  State,  but  information  to  the  Hon'ble  Committee,  suggested 
by  our  regard  to  the  real  Interests  of  the  whole  community,  &  s 
desire  that  their  Report  may  be  framed  upon  a  full  k  perfect  know- 
ledffe  of  all  the  cirottmstances  of  the  ease. 

£i  this  view  I  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  an  epp'j 
l^ven  to  the  parties  to  lay  before  you  th^  Principles  k  Qrouwis 
upon  which  pursuing  the  advice  of  Gentlemen  of  real  Ability  h, 
Knowledge  the  Jurisdiction  of  Congress  has  been  questioned,  will  not 
t^nd  to  a  just,  honourable  &  peaceful  conclusion  of  this  biiflinesa 


Thos.  Bureb  to  Pbesipbnt  Bebd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  January  28th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  this  day,  and  laid  it  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

We  concur  with  you  in  every  wish  that  the  business  referred  to 
us  may  be  discussed  and  decided  npon  principles  of  law,  justice  and 
reason,  and  know  of  none  other  that  ought  or  can  influence  the 
Congress  therein. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  647,  667. 
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We  have  jet  discovered  nothing  in  the  Baainess  that  can  affsct 
the  temper  or  indanger  the  harmony  which  we  belieye  subsists 
between  Congress  and  the  state  of  PeiuisylYania. 

We  do  not  suppose  that  the  general  power  of  Congress  to  decide 
as  the  last  xesort  in  all  cases  of  captures  is  denied  or  affected  by  the 
opposition  given  by  the  Judge  of  admiralty  in. Pennsylvania  in  the 
ease  referred  to  us,  the  Judge  has  beea^requested  to  certify  his 
reasons ;  he  has  declared  that  the  law  of  the  state  has  made  the 
finding  of  a  Jury  conclusive  in  all  matters  of  &ct;  without  re-ezamina- 
tion  or  appeal,  and  that  he  is  precluded  by  this  law  from  enforcing 
any  decree  contrary  to  the  verdict  of  a  Jury^  he  has  offered  argu- 
ments in  support  of  his  conduct,  and  the  only  question  seems  to  be 
whether  the  municipal  law  of  any  one  state  can  control  or  restrain 
the  exercise  of  the  power  to  decide  finally  on  all  cases  of  captures  7 
This  question  ought^  and  we  hope  will  be  discussed  and  decided  on 
principles  of  law,  justice  and  reason^  and  we  doubt  not  if  it  shall  be 
found  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  mistaken  or  over- 
looked any  principle,  and  through  such  mistake  or  Inadvertance 
have  passed  a  law  which  has  an  mjurious  effect  contrary  to  their 
expectation  and  wishes,  the  members  composing  it  have  too  much 
lil^rality  to  persist,  and  too  much  temner  and  good  sense  to  take 
offence  at  men  who  may  be  by  tbahr  duty  called  on  to  decide.  In 
abort  we  noae  of  us  eonoeive  this  afiicdr  to  have  proceeded  from  any 
thing-  but  those  imperfections  of  human  language  and  human  under- 
atanding  from  whi^  no  rank  or  condition  of  men  is  exempt,  and  we 
have  no  apprehensions  that  any  evil  can  arise  from  the  result  of  the 
deliberations  and  decisions  of  Congress  on  it.  We  are  exceedingly 
willing  to  receive  every  information  possible  on  the  subject,  and  have 
appointed  to*morrow  afternoon  to  hear  whatever  the  parties  may  be 
pleased  to  suggest ;  the  Committee  will  meet  at  the  State  House  at 
aix  o'clock. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  esteon  and  rtapeet, 
your  very  obed't  serv't, 

THOS.  BUEKE. 

Directedj 

His  Excelle^cy  Jo's  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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P&BSiBBNT  Bjssd  TO  Thomab  Bubkb,  1779. 

In  CoanoU, 
Philadelphia^  Janaary  29Qi,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  did  not  receiye  your  favotir  of  yesterday  till  late  last  evening, 
&  aa  the  mode  pursued  by  the  Committee  will  I  make  no  doubt  be 
satisfactory  to  all  parties,  I  trust  it  will  lead  to  &  decision  equally 
satisfactory.  The  Att'y  Genl.  of  the  State  will  be  notified  of  the 
time  &  place  as  mentioned  in  your  letter — ^but  I  fear  the  former 
will  prove  too  short,  if  so  the  principle  upon  which  it  was  appointed 
will  doubtless  operate  for  a  convenient  enhurgement  It  has  been 
suggested  that  by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  6av  &  New  Hampshire 
appeals  in  many  cases  of  capture  are  refused|  &  that  particularly  a 
subject  of  this  State  in  a  maritime  case  was  refused  an  appeal  from 
y*  Court  of  Admiralty  of  the  latter  State.  I  mention  these  circum- 
stances as  they  may  lead  to  a  general  consideration  of  this  subject, 
&  forming  a  s^tem  of  maritime  jurisprudence  equally  binding  upon 
all  the  states  in  the  Union. 

And  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obediest 

Humble  Servant. 


Invitation  to  Funeral  of  Jambs  Young,  1779. 

Brother  Matiack, 

Pleaae  to  inform  the  Preaideiit  and  Oooaoill  that  they  are  par- 
ticularly desired  to  attend  the  funeral  of  James  Young,  £sq%  to 
meet  at  his  late  dwelling  on  first  day  next,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon — ^this  invitation  includes  the  Secretary. 

SAM'L  WETHEBIIJi,  Jr. 

January  29th,  1779. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Hatlack,  Esq^ 

See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  677. 
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BesoiiUtioh  of  CoflfaRiiss,  1779* 

In  CongresSj 
:.  29«*Jan'7, 1779. 

IPA  Letter  of  this  day  from  D.  Franks/  waa  read,  informing  that 
be  has  applied  to  the  ezecntive  council  of  Pennsylyania  for  a  pass 
for  hifl  clerk;  Patrick  Bice^  to  go  into  New  York  to  settle  his 
aeeonnts  as  late  commissary  of  the  British  prisoners^  and  that  the 
council  hare  referred  him  to  Congress^  wherenpon 

Resolved.  That  Congress  do  not  object  to  the  Council  of  this  state 
granting  a  pass  to  such  of  M' Franks'derks;  to  go  to  and  return  from 
New  York,  on  the  business  mentioned  in  his  letter^  as  they  can  eon- 
fide  in,  and  that  aoeh  clerk  take  the  directions  of  general  W  ashingtoa 
as  to  the  time  &  manner  of  his  going  in. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 
GHA.  THOMSON,  Seo^y. 


Obh.  McIntobh  to  Col.  Lochkt,  1779. 

Fort  Pitt,  the  29*  January,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  Just  informed  that  Capi  Clark,  of  the  8^  Pennsylvania 
Begem*,  wko  was  sent  to  Command  an  Bseort  to  Fort  Laurens,  as 
he  was  returning  with  a  Sergeant  &  14  lien,  three  miles  this  side  of 
that  fort,  was  attacked  by  Simon  Oirtv  &  a  party  of  Mingoes,  who 
killed  two  of  our  men,  wounded  four,  a  took  one  prisoner. 

I  am  also  informed  that  a  large  party  of  the  same  people  aro  set 
off  to  strike  the  Inhabitants  about  Ligooier  &  Black  Leg  Creek,  & 
send  you  this  Express  to  inform  you  of  it^  that  you  may  acquaint 
the  neighbourhood,  &  be  upon  your  Guard. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moat  ob^  ServS 
LACH*  MCINTOSH. 

Direcied, 
On  Public  Serrice. 

To  Colonel  Lochry,  Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland  County. 
By  Col*  John  Campbell  . 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  VoL  XL,  p.  688. 
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PbBS.  BSSD  to  DeLBGATES  IK  GOKGRESSy  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

We  baycr  to  request  jon  that  whenever  any  Question  shall  be  put 
which  may  affect  the  Anthoritj  or  fiepatation  of  this  Gouneil,  Stf 
more  eapecially  in  the  Gaae  of  Gen.  Arnold,  that  joa  call  for  the 
Yeas  &  Nays,- that  in  onr  Correspondence  with  our  sister  states  we  may 
haye  an  opp^  to  shew  them  how  far  their  Delegates  in  Congress  do 
or  do  not  manifest  a  Disposition  to  support  the  authority  of  civil 
Government,  &  more  especially  in  the  Execution  of  the  fiesolves  of 
Congress. 

I  am,  Gent., 

Your  most  obed.  H'ble  aerrS 

JOB.  RBED, 

Prerident 
Oooneil  Chamber,  Jaa*  30, 1779. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon«  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylv*. 


Peter  De  Haven  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Ezeentive  Gonnol  of  ike  State  of 

Pdmsylvania. 
'    The  Petition  of  Peter  DeHaven 

Humbly  sheweth. 

Your  Petitioner  understands  that  the  place  of  Waggon  master 
General  is  now  vacant,  and  as  he  has  suffered  consideri^Iy  b^  the 
Enemy  whilst  Ihey  were  in  Town,  and  being  entirely  out  of  business 
by  the  breaking  up  of  the  Gun  Factory,  which  he  hopes  was  con- 
ducted to  your  Hon"  satisfaction,  He,  therefore,  begs  leave  to  offer 
himself  (if  he  »  eo  happy  as  to  be  thought  Capable)  for  the  above 
vacancy,  and  your  Petitioner  will  always  endeavour  to  use  his  utmost 
care  and  diligence  to  perform  his  Duty  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Hon'ble  Council  and  the  Publick. 
Your  Hon" 

Most  humble  &  most  obedient  servant, 

PETER  DEHAVBfr. 
Philadelphia,  January  89tb,  1779. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVES  1779.  176 


Gbnl.  Nath.  Orsbnb  to  Qoyxrnoe  B£bd,  1779. 

CoL  Mltohers^  5  o'clock. 

January  8d,  1779. 
Sir, 

Year  favor  of  tbu  day,  daUd  at  three  o^CIock  tins  afternoon,  li 
to  me  both  surprising  and  unintelligibie.  I  have  given  no  orderf 
respecting  the  matter  you  mention.  Col.  Mitchei  shewed  me  a 
Letter  from  Qeneral  Amold|  and  one  that  he  wrote  the  general  upon 
the  subject,  endeavoring  to  fix  the  principles  upon  wUoh  the  party 
were  to  be  paid  for  their  servioee,  at  the  same  time  observing  be 
should  obey  the  General's  order,  u  he  gave  one.  Ool.  Mitchei  waits 
upon  you  to  give  you  any  further  information  you  may  want  re- 
specting the  business.  If  there  has  been  any  thing  done  contrary 
to  the  honor  cor  Intereit  of  tbe  state,  it  is  a  piece  of  inadvertence 
and  all  together  without  design.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  serv*, 

NATH.  GREENE. 
Direetedf 
fiia  Exetllenqr  Governor  Seed,  present. 


BoBBM  Lbvbrs  to  Ootmciii,  1779. 

Easton,  January  Slst,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  tfae  Month  of  March  last  being  in  extreme  diCouliy  for  want 
of  a  House  to  reside  in  at  Easton  and  to  lodge  the  PubUo  Papers, 
my  Landlord  to  whom  I  then  paid  Thirteen  Founds  ^^  ann.,  having 
given  me  notioe  to  leave  the  Promises,  I  applied  to  his  Excellency 
the  late  PresidenrTor  Leave  to  remove  the  Prothonotary  office  to 
the'  Town  of  Northampton,  or  near  it — His  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  lay  the  matter  before  Council,  and  the  Council  thought  proper  to 
permit  me  to  remove  the  Public  Papers  to  Northampton,  or  near  it, 
if  I  could  not  retain  the  House  in  Easton  I  then  occupied,  or  pro- 
cure Mother,  as  appeared  by  His  Excellency's  Faver  to  me  of  2l0t 
Maroh  laat^  which  1  beg  Leave  to  tramscribe  as  fdllowa,  via*. 

«  0M  CcL  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  68a 
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^^In  Oounoil, 

"  Lancaster,  March  21st,  1778. 

"Sir, 

«  This  day  I  receiyed  yonr  Letter  of  the  18th  Instant  hy  Col* 
«  Dean,  which  I  layed  before  Conncil— They  are  of  Opinion,  in 
*'  case  you  are  obliged  to  remoye  from  the  House  yon  now  occupy, 
<<  and  cannot  procure  another  in  Easton,  that  Allentown,  or  near  it, 
<^  will  be  a  oonyenient  Place  for  Public  Pftpera  to  be  deposited,  and 
**  therefore  can  have  no  objection  to  your  Bequest,  i 
"lamSir, 

ii  your  very  humble  Seryant 

«  THO.  WHARTON,  Jr.,  Pres*. 
«  To  Robert  Leyers,  Esq'. 


Altho  Council  had  been  pleased  to  condcMend  to  my  Bequest, 
yet,  as  it  appeared  to  me  more  agreeable  to  Council,  that  If  a  Houae 
could  be  obtained  in  Easton  I  shoidd  continue  there,  and  finding 
my  Landlord  not  ayerse  to  my  continuing  in  the  House,  if  I  woud 
consent  to  p^  him  One  Hundbred  Pounds  for  a  year's  Rent,  instead 
of  Thirteen,  I  had  paid  the  year  before.  I  esteemed  it  my  duty  at 
that  time,  from  the  nature  of  the  Permission  of  Council,  to  close  ia 
with  my  Landlord,  notwithstanding  his  extortionate  Demand,  and 
engaged  his  House  for  a  year  at  the  hundred  Pounds,  which  year 
expires  the  First  of  next  April — ^Hr.  Ehrig,  for  that  is  my  Land- 
lonL's  name,  has  again  giyen  me  a  formal  &  legal  Notice,  to  surren- 
der the  Premises  by  the  1st  April  next,  alledging  he  has  sold  hia 
Farm,  and  therefore  wants  the  House  I  now  occupy  for  his  own 
immediate  use— -Under  these  circumstances,  after  eyery  Enquiry,  I 
find  it  is  impossible  that  I  can  engage  a  House  in  Eaaton,  it  is  truOi 
•I  bought  a  Lot  last  Spring,  with  a  yery  small  Tenement  on  it,  no 
ways  oonyenient  for  a  Family,  and  much  less  so,  where  an  offioe  of 
a  Publio  nature  is  to  be  kept,  intending  on  this  Lot  to  make  an 
addition  for  my  own  aooommodation ;  but  I  find  by  sad  Bxperienoe 
that  a  Bttildmg,  whioh  a  few  years  ago  in  this  place  would  not  haye 
cost  me  Eighty  Pounds,  will  now  demand  one  Thousand  Pounds,  a 
Sum  my  Circumstances  will  not  admit  of  caaiiog  away.— I  haye  not 
Uie  Honor  of  the  least  Personal  Acquaintance  with  his  Excellency, 
the  President }  I  haye  taken  the  Liberty  to  write  on  the  Subject  to 
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the  Honorable,  the  Yice  President,  and  do  now  earnestly  solicit,  that 
yon  will  be  pleased  to  lay  my  application  before  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council,  and  fayor  me  with  their  determination.  When  I 
applied  to  the  late  President  on  this  Subject,  I  represented,  as  truly 
is  the  case,  that  no  injury  to  the  Public  could  ensue  from  a  Permis- 
sion to  the  Prothonotary  to  remove  his  Office  to  Northampton,  or 
near  it ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  an  advantage,  as  that  Place  is 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  County.  The  inconvenience  will  be 
principally  to  myself,  in  attending  at  Court  Times  at  Easton  with  such 
Papers  as  will  be  necessary,  which  Inconvenience  and  Trouble  I 
shall  gladly  endure.  Besides,  as  I  shall  then  be  more  immediately 
among  the  People  at  larse,  than  I  can  now  possibly  be  in  this  little 
Comer  of  the  County,  I  figure  to  myself  it  will  be  much  in  my 
Power,  as  it  is  ever  in  my  Inclination  to  render  my  mite  of  Services 
to  the  Public  more  generally  useful. 

Hitherto  I  have  said  nothing  on  the  Subject  of  the  Iron— The 
Fact  is  thus — After  I  had  left  Council,  and  had  received  orders  to 
sell  the  Two  Tons  of  Iron  at  £200  ^  Ton,  I  had  reason  to  believe 
when  I  returned  home,  that  more  could  l^  got  for  it — ^And  after 
some  time,  being  at  the  Porge  where  thd  Iron  was  bought  &  from 
whence  I  had  not  removed  it,  Mr.  Hugh  Hughes  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  he  believed,  he  could  get  me  Three  Hundred  Pounds  ^ 
Ton,  and  afterwards  insured  me  that  Sum,  if  I  would  make  him  some 
small  allowance  for  his  trouble,  as  he  proposed  to  sell  it  among  the 
Blacksmiths  in  his  neighbourhood — ^Upon  this  I  ^ave  him  an  Order 
to  receive  the  Iron,  and  have  not  yet  settled  with  him,  or  received  any 
Part  of  the  money — And  I  thought  this  was  better  than  selling  for 
£200  a  Ton,  Especially  as  Iron  seemed  then  to  be  advancing. 
I  am  with  real  Esteem  &  Begard 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

BOBEUT  LEVERS. 
Dtrededf 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Common  Wealth 
of  Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia.  Becommended  to  the  Care  of  John 
Okelj,  iLff. 

8*     , 
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Gbnl.  Maxwell  to  Pres't  Bbbd,  1779, 

Elu«»  Town,  !•*  Febr^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  fayoured  with  Yours  of  tbe  22'  alt*  two  days  ago,  and  I 
must  confess  that  I  am  not  displeased  that  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania  feels  some  of  the  bad  effects  of  granting  snch  universal  per- 
missions to  go  to  and  from  the  Enemy,  though  I  have  done  everj- 
thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  it  by  examiniug  their  Letters,  Busi- 
ness, &c*.  Many  who  had  passes  not  to  return  again  under  a  notion 
that  they  were  not  able  to  maintain  themselves,  in  my  opinion  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  State  to  grant  them  some  assistance 
than  to  send  them  away,  for  if  they  get  disappointed  at  New  York, 
as  many  of  them  does,  they  will  break  out  some  where  and  get 
home  again.  I  have  had  my  own  troubles  with  then,  but  I  hope 
the  impropriety  of  it  is  pro||»erly  seen  through,  and  that  no  persona 
will  be  permited  to  pass  into  the  Enemy's  Lines,  but  on  verrj 
extraordinary  occasions,  and  their  business  vouched  for  by  soma 
good  disinterested  person  or  persons  before  they  obtain  th^  paw. 
But  why  need  I  urge  these  restrictions  J  they  will  then  deceive  you 
or  any  one,  though  probably  not  in  such  numbers. 

I  verrily  believe  if  it  were  possable  for  the  angek  of  light  and 
darkness  to  reside  together  on  this  earth,  and  should  those  of  dark- 
ness be  about  to  present  a  Petition  to  Heaven,  they  would  get  some 
of  the  angels  of  light  to  vouch  for  the  justness  of  their  Businesfl  or 
intentions.  However  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  mode  you  have 
proposed,  and  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  have  it  carried 
into  execution. 

I  will  do  more,  Via.,  order  their  names  and  places  of  abode  to  be 
taken,  and  send  you  a  Catalogue  of  them  at  the  end  of  every 
month,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  judge  whether  they  have  oom- 
plyM  with  the  Orders.  It  has  been  a  great  loss  to  us  that  the 
arrangement  has  been  so  long  in  coming  out,  many  of  the  Offieers 
not  knowing  whether  they  were  included  in  the  arrange  or  not,  and 
others  of  better  hopes  did  not  know  what  Beg*  they  were  to  be  in, 
which  caused  a  supineness,  and  spoiled  the  recruiting  of  the  nine 
months  men.  CoU  Martin  has,  a  few  days  ago,  wrote  to  the 
Board  of  War  (which  I  believe  was  the  wrong  place,)  that  from  the 
wound  he  had  received  in  the  service  he  was  some  thing  infirm  at 
present,  and  was  willing  to  become  the  Supernumery  Col' ;  now  the 
three  Col**  are  known,  the  Brigade  may  be  formed  immediately,  and 
the  other  Field  Officers  can  have  their  Rank  settled  at  any  future 
day.  His  Excellency  will  please  to  Order  a  Board  of  Officers  for 
that  purpose.    I  have  wrote  His  Excellency  to  this  same  purpose 
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and  hope  the  arangement  will  be  immediately  sent  up  finished  as 
far  as  i(  can  at  presenti  and  let  the  rest  be  aded  afterwards. 
I  am,  Sir^  with  mach  respect  and  Esteem, 

Your  most  Ob't,  Humble  Servant, 

W-  MAXWELL. 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvauia^  Philadelphia. 


Pbbsidbnt  Bxed  to]  Maj.  Guh'l  Gabbh,  1779. 

Oonncil  Ghanaberi 

Feb.  1*  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  Tour  IViyfur,*ft  caft  only  say  hi  Answer,  that 
Jordan  has  sworn  to  the  particulars  I  mentioned,  &  as  it  seems  to 
be  the  Idea  of  Congress  that  we  hare  no  Antkcrity  to  call  upon  any 
Persons  a^lnst  whom  Complaint  is  made^  in  order  to  inquirs 
into  their  Conduct;  till  that  point  is  settled,  we  do  not  ineUne  to 
see  any  more  of  their  Officers,  least  we  may  subject  ourselves  to 
fiirther  Inconveniences.  Mr.  MiteheU's  Representation  will  have 
its  due  Weight,  if  he  thinks  proper  to  make  it  in  writbg,  as  I  men- 
tioned  befiire. 

In  the  mean  l^me,  by  the  desire  of  Council,  I  request  you  to  send 
US  anJOffice  Transcript  of  the  Entry  of  these  Waggons  into  the  Pttb- 
Mo  aswiee,  ft  of  their  Disehaife;  also  itteated  (k^etf  of  the  Certi- 
ioBtea  given  at  the  Ttme>  wUch  it  ap|Ma»  were  made  in  the  first 
Gbm,  and  givea  ift  the  ktt^.  The  21st  October  was  the  Time 
wMcb  I  mention^  to  make  the  search  more  eai^. 

I  ftm;  &c., 

J.  R.,  Ptes't. 

To  Major  Qeneral  Green,  Quarter  Master  General. 

*  See  page  175. 
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Pass  pob  David  Riob  to  New  York,  1779. 

PennsylTania;  ss. 

The  Sapreme  Ezeoatiye  Coanoil  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  PennsjI- 

yania. 
To  Brigadier  General  Maxwell,  or  Offioer  commandiDg  on  the  lines 

next  to  the  City  of  New  York. 

WhereaSy  Mr.  David  Franks,  late  Commissary  of  British  Prison- 
ers, petitioned  this  Council  for  a  permission  to  Patrick  Rice,  his 
Clerk,  to  pass  into  the  City  of  New  York  to  settle  the  said  Commis- 
sary's acoonnts,  and  the  said  application  having  heen  oommnnicated 
to  the  Congress,  who  were  pleased  to  signify  their  approbation  of  the 

granting  the  said  pass :  We  do  hereby  recommend  the  said  Patrick 
ice,  that  he  be  permitted  to  pass  into  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
to  xetum  again.  And  in  this  special  case  it  is  recommended  that  the 
said  Patrick  Rice  be  permitted  to  pass  without  delay. 

Given,  by  order  of  the  Goimeily  under  the  band  of  His  Bzoel- 
lencyi  Joaeph  Reed,  Esquire,  President,  and  the  less  seal  of  the 
State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  aeoond  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine.'*' 
Attest. 


Capt.  John  MoPhebson  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  still  impressed  with  ihe  same  fears,  that  I  disooversd  the 
last  time  T  had  the  honor  of  being  in  your  Company.  I  am  oon- 
scions  that  was  I  in  General  Clintons  piaee,  I  would  oonpel  the  in- 
habitants of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Jerseys,  to  send  ta  New 
York,  at  their  own  ezpence  every  article  those  States  afforded, 
and  that  I  wanted  or  I  would  set  every  Town  on  the  River  Dela* 
ware  on  fire,  at  least  those  that  Shipping  could  go  to ;  indeed,  every 
Town  in  North  America.  As  I  sincerely  love  this  oountiy,  and  the 
cause  you  are  fighting  for,  I  beg  I  may  have  a  hearing  before  your 
Excellency  and  Council.  I  think  I  can  convince  you  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  defend  this  city,  &o.,  with  more 'human  certainty,  and  less 
expence,  then  by  any  method  ever  yet  thought  of. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Serv^, 

JOHN  MACPHERSON. 
PhUadelphia,  Sd  of  Feb'y,  1779. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 

«  See  Go'.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  688. 
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BSLISaATBS  IN   COKQRESS  TO  PftBSIDENT  BbSD,  1779. 

Phaad%  Feb'y  8d,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress  have  just  receiyed  yonr 
Ezoelleocjs  &TOiir  of  this  date,  and  I  am  desired  by  them  to  inform 
the  Honorable  the  Cooncil,  throngh  you,  that  they  have  not  the 
least  reason  to  think  the  Military  oommand  in  this  City  was  changed 
before  General  Arnold  left  it,  as  no  other  measures  haye  been  taken 
of  their  oomplmt  than  mentioned  in  y  Ezeellenoy's  Letter,  as  the 
Committee  on  the  Business  have  not  yet  reported.  In  behalf  of  mj 
Colleagues, 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  y  Exoellenoys 

most  ob^  &  Tery  humb.  Serv% 

DANIEL  BOBERDEAU. 
His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 


BkPBBSBNTATION  07  L.  FaRMBE  AKD    J.   S.   HOWBLL  TO 
ASSBHBLY,  1779. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Bepresentatiyes  oC  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsy,  in  General  Assembly  met. 

The  representi^tion  of  Lewis  Farmer,  Com^"  for  nurohasing  rum, 
SPgai,  Ac*,  for  the  Pennsy*^  troopi,  and  Jacob  S.  Howell,  Beoeiyer 
General  of  Cloathing. 

In  conformity  to  orders  receiy'd  from  the  Hon'ble  Council,  we 
haye  distributed  a  number  of  band  bills,  adressed  to  the  Merchants 
and  Traders  of  the  City  of  Phila',  some  of  which  are  Inclosed,  and 
baying  since  waited  upon  a  number  of  the  Traders  to  endeayour  to 
purchase  the  Articles  directed  by  Council,  for  the  use  of  the  Army, 
beg  leaye  to  Bepresent : 

That  the  Articles  ordered  to  be  procured  by  Lewis  Farmer,  cannot 
be  purchased  nnd^r  the  following  prices-*mm,  £6  ^  eall'n ;  sugar, 
£7§  ^  C;  tea,  £4  10<  ;  <^lb  Tobacco,  Is  6d  f  Ifo;  Coffee,  15« 
^  lb;  Chocolate,  S2$'^Vb}  Soap,  12  6  |)  lb.,  and  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  OEiay  be  had  at  those  prices. 

That  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Cloths  and  other  necessaries,  for 
Cloathing  for  Officers,  ordered  to  be  purchased  by  Jacob  S.  HoweU, 
are  not  to  be  had  in  this  City;  the  few  there  are,  are  in  the  hands 
of  retailers  at  yery  high  prices.  Annexed  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  Cloth  &  trimiog?  for  a  suit  of  Cloatbs  for  each  Officer  of  the  Penn- 
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Bjlvania  Line,  ^  a  rctarn  made  by  a  Committee  of  Field  Officers  to 
the  Hon'ble  Conncil,  to  which  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Hon'ble  Hoobo 
for  the  prices  now  asked. 

We  are.  Gentlemen^  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Obedient  Seryants, 

LEWIS  FARMER, 


JACOBS.  HOWELL. 


Philadelphia,  February  6th,  1779. 


Estimate  of  the  cost  of  Cloth  ft  Trimings  for  a  snit  of  Gloalhs  for 
eaoh  Officer,  belonging  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ^  a  return 
from  the  Committee  of  Feild  Officers  to  the  Hon'ble  Ezeentive 
Council. 
8  General  Officers,)  S.  F.  blne^yds.  70  @ 

80  Field        ditto,    {-  do.   white,       70 
6  Aids,  3    ^^'   scarlet,      20 

8  Brigade  Chaplains,  8  suits  of  black, 

For  lineingfine  white  rattinett,  160  @ 

For  ditto,  middling  fine  linnen,  80  @ 

For  nockets  stayings,  &c*,  coarse  do.      20 

For  back  lineing  blue  shalloon,  40 

Fine  buckram,  20 

Large  white  silver  top'd  Buttons,  beet 
kind,  dos'ns,  120 

Small        do.        do.        do.  dos'as,  120 

Skiens  of  blue  silk,  60 

Do.       Scarlet,  40 

Do.       White,  60 

Sticks  of  blue  twist  or  Mohair,  fine,      20  12  0  12  10 

Do.  of  Scarlet,  do.  40  ' 

Do.  of  White,  40 

The  above  for  the  General  ft  Field  Officers. 
60  Captains,  ^Kneblue,     -)  880        £S7    10    14250 

120  Subalterns,        V   Do.  white,  V  880  do  14250 

20  Sur^"  ft  Mates  3   Do.  scarlet,)  110  do  4125 

Fine  lineings  white  shalloons  or  ratti- 
nett, 800        £  9  7200 

For  back  lineinffs  blue  shalloons,         200  4    10        900 

Coarse  linnensmr  pockets  ft  stayingil,  100  8O0  160 

Middling  fine  Imnen  for  lineing  the 
white  Cloth,  400  408  800 

Buckram.  100  45s  225 

Large  white  silver  top'd  buttons,  doi.   600        £  6    15      4050 

Small  white  do.  dos.  600  3    7    6  2025 

Skeins  blue  silk,        ...        800  5s  75 

Do.  of  scarlet,         ...       200  4o  50 


jfS?  10 

£2625 

do. 

2625 

do. 

750 

890 

£9 

1440 

408 

160 

SOs 

80 

£4     lOs 

180 

46s 

45 

£6    15a 

810 

8    7 

6405 

6» 

15 

do 

10 

do 

15 

12  6  12 

do 

25 

do 

2ft 
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SkeiDfl  of  white, 
StiokB  of  bloe  twisty 

Do.  scarlet, 

Do.of  white  twist) 
Blue  Thread,  10  Ibo.^ 
White  do.      10  Ibe.  125  Ibi. 
Bed     do.        5  lbs.  j 
Superfine  worsted  Hoae,  pairs, 

Do.  thread  do.      do. 

Linen  for  three  shirts  ^  piece,  yds.,  2625 
Fine  Cambric  for  ruffling. 
Fine  hoUand  for  stocks, 
Beaver  hatts, 
Pairs  of  boots, 
Pairs  of  shoes, 


JACOB  8.  HOWELL, 
Rec  Gen'  of  Cloath'g  for  Pen*. 
Phikd-,  February  6th,  1779. 

Jndoned. 

Feb.  8, 1779.    Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


800 

58 

jGTS' 

.   150 

12  6 

93  19 

200 

do 

126 

.   200 

do 

126 

lb  25 

£6 

126 

500 

6 

8000 

600 

do 

8000 

fdi.,  2625 

8  10 

9187 

do.   125 

10 

1250 

da   250 

4  lOs 

1125 

250 

22  10 

6625 

250 

18 

4500 

600 

6  12  6 

i 

2812  10 

»8706  6 

Cx&cuLAE  ov  Council  to  thb  other  Statbs,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Pbilad'a,  Feb'ry  6th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  necessity  of  preserving  the  Dignity  &  Security  of  civil  Gov- 
ernment, &  guarding  the  good  people  of  these  States  against  all 
Abuses  of  Power,  has  induced  us  (though  with  great  reluctance, 
considering  the  services  &  sufferings  of  the  subject  of  them,)  to  come 
into  the  inclosed  Resolves^  and  also  to  forward  them  to  your  Ezcell^ 
to  be  communicated  to  the  legislature  of  your  State.  We  do  assure 
you,  Sir»  that  every  Abuse  of  Power  &  disrespectful  treatment  of  a 
Sister  State  will  ever  be  reprobated  by  the  authority  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  have  now  only  to  add,  that  on  the  25  of  Jan^  last,  we  commu- 
nicated to  the  Hon*  Continental  Congress,  the  5th  Article  of  Charge 
in  the  inclosed,  &  on  the  29th  Jan«7  laat  the  6th  Article,  at  the  same 
time  ac(puuntinff  them  that  other  Transactions  were  under  considera- 
tion, which  would  in  due  time  be  presented,  &  as  General  Arnold 
was  about  to  leave  thb  State  immediately  on  a  Pretence  of  private . 
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Bnsinefis,  it  was  requested  that  he  might  be  detained  to  answer  the 
Charges,  bat  he  is  departed  from  this  State  pending  the  Gomplaint8| 
&  when  the  Proofs  were  ready  to  be  exhibited.'*' 

Onr  reverence  for  the  Hon*  Congress^  induces  ns  to  form  the  most 
favourable  constructions  of  every  Part  of  their  Proceedings,  &  in  this 
Instance  to  suppose  that  Oonnderations  of  greater  Moment  to  these 
United  States  than  affecting  a  particular  State,  have  engrossed  their 
attention,  so  as  to  occasion  no  other  measure  than  appcHinting  a 
Committee.  That  Oeneral  Arnold  might  not  be  unacquainted  with 
our  Sentiments  respecting  him,  we  furnished  him  with  the  first 
Copy. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully. 

Tour  most  obed.  Hbble  Serv^. 


Gknl.  Robebdrau  to  T.  Matlack,  Sec'y,  1779. 
D'Sir, 

Have  you  remembered  to  present  the  President  of  Conmss  with* 
the  hand  Bill  ?  the  one  directed  to  the  Delegates  of  N.  Xork  was 
delivered  to  another  Member  of  that  State,  from  the  hint  you  gave 
of  y  Intention  to  furnish  the  President.    This  to  remind  you  we 
pray  excuse. 


D.  ROBERDEAU. 


Saturday,  6**  February,  1779. 
Directed^ 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Sec'y. 


Djblbqatbs  in  Conoress  from  Virginia  to  Pres.  Reed, 

1779. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  6%  1779. 
Sir, 

The  underwritten.  Delegates  in  Congress  for  the  State  of  Virginia, 
pursuant  to  their  Instructions,  inclose  you  herein  the  Resolves  of  the 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  674. 
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Gen'l  Assembly  of  that  State,  which  they  request  you  to  lay  before 
tiie  Legislature  of  this  State. 

We  are  very  respeotfullyi 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

THO'S  ADAMS, 
MERIWETHER  SMITH, 
GYRUS  ORIFPIN.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire^  President  of  the  Exeoutive 
Gounoil  of  PennsylTania. 


Council  to  thb  Naval  Ofuceb,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Council  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  Council,  at  present,  to  lay  any  restraint  on  the  clearing 
out  of  Vessels  from  this  port^ 

Tours,  &c., 

FeVy  6, 1779. 

To  Dr.  F.  Phyle,  Naval  Officer. 


Pbes.  Rbsd  to  Mons.  Gbrabd,  1779. 

Council  Chamber,  Feb.  8, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Inqninr  respecting  the  supposed  Death  of  a  French  Gentle- 
man, by  the  Hands  of  Oapt  Dougherty,  being  compleated  ft  it  now 
appearing  that  thwe  wasno  just  fbundation  for  the  Report.-^By  the 
Deeire  of  tids  Board,  I  beg  Leaye  to  thank  your  Honour  for  your 
Attention  &  polite  answer  to  the  Application  of  the  Council  on  this 
Subjeety  k 

I  am,  with  CTeiy  Sentiment  of  Respect  &  Esteem, 
Your  Honour's  moat  obed. 

&  very  HVble  Ser., 

J.  R.,  Pne't 

Hnble  The  Sieur  Gerard,  Minister  Plempotontiary  of  His  most 
Christian  Msjesty, 

*  See  OoL  Beo.,  Tol.  XL,  p.  691. 
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Bernard  DouaHBRTt  to  Sbo'y  Matlaok,  1779. 

Sir, 

Some  few  Days  aincei  I  wf oie  a  few  lines  to  Mr.  Scott  of  tbe 
Honourable  Council^  relating  to  one  Mr.  Cnlbertson,  of  Bedford 
County ;  I  find  Mr.  Soott  is  gone^  and  as  yet  I  do  not  learn  tbat  he 
has  left  me  any  answer. 

Being  thelreforeia  the  dark  with  respect  to  Mr.  Culbertson's  Case, 
w«^  in  my  Opinion  is  interesting  (at  least  greatly  so  to  him,)  and 
finding  those  few  Lines  (I  wrote  to  Mr.  Scott)  lying  on  the  Com- 
mittee Table  in  tbe  adjacent  Bi>om  makes  me  uneasy. 

I  beg  you  will  please  to  set  me  right  iii  this  affiiir,  and  let  me 
know  where  such  Papers,  as  were  inclosed  to  Mr.  Soott,  are. 
I  am,  Sir, 

.      Your  most  Obed*  ServS 

BERNARD  DOUGHBRTT. 
Feb.  6th,  1779 

Colonel  Matlack,  Present. 


Petition  John  Moork,  &o.,  to  Council,  1779.  '] 

To  the  Honourable  Counsel  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl*  And  County  of 

Phflad-. 

To  all  whom  it  may  Concern  this  Comes  Greeting,  to  let  your 
Honounf  know  the  Distress  of  our  Country  In  B^rd  of  Bread,  is 
«8  follows,  tis. :  there  is  Wheat  plenty^  But  there  is  so  many  dii- 
affected  people  that  will  not  sell  their  grain  without  hard  money, 
and  it  chiefly  lays  in  the  Hands  of  su^  people,  Bspeeially  in  the 
towBJihip  of  Wlutemarsfa.  There  is  great  (denty  of  wheat,  bat  not  a 
handful!  to  be  sold  for  Continental  money,  so  we,  your  humj^le  peti- 
tioners. Beg  Uie  favours  of  your  honows  to  take  our  Lamentable 
Case  Into  a  searious  Consideration,  as  our  Case  is  Lamentable.  Our 
Wives  and  Children  must  starve  unless  your  Honours  will  Be 
pleased  to  grant  your  fttithfoll  sul^ects  some  Relief,  as  We  always 
have  been  Ready  and  willing  to  do  our  duty  in  Every  Respect,  and 
Ever  will  be,  therefore  we,  your  humble  peti^ners,  b^  the  favour 
of  your  Honours  to  bless  us,  your  humble  petitioners,  with  Relief; 
if  it  is  your  honours  pleasure  to  bless  us,  we  shall  for  Ever  pray  for 
your  honours.    To  set  a  Baaaooable  pito  on  wheat,  pr.  bushels,  as 
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ITS,  your  fidiUiill  8abj«eb9  can  Uroi  and  we  shall  Ever  blese  yoor 
Honoan. 

John  Hoofy  Frederick  Seam, 

W»  Johnstone,  Capt.  5  B.  P.,  Jacob  Houser, 

Benjamin  Knows,  LMt.  5  B.  P.,  Frederick  Gilbert, 

John  Hamilton,  Capt  6  B;  P.,  Peter  Gilbert, 

Peter  Horn,  lieut.  6  B.  P.,  David  Davis, 

Jaoob  Peterman,  John  Wolf, 

Henry  O'Nail,  Isaac  Lyle, 

George  Miller,  MajoTi  Jacob  Shaffer, 

John  JohnstoOf  John  Holman. 
February  y  8th,  1779.  .     . 


Marine  Committbb  to  Pbbs.  Beed,  1779. 

Marine  Committeei 

Feb'y  9th,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  faa^e  received  yonr  Ezcelleno/s  letter  relative  to  the  Cntter 
Bevenge,  and  are  taking  measores  to  give  yon  an  immediate  answer. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Ezcellencys  most 

obedient  hble.  servant^, 
JilCHABD  HENItT  LBS,  Chv 
IHreciedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


FoBH  07  Resolutions  of  House  BspRssENXATivEd   70 
CoNaBBSS,  1779. 

^e  House  taking  the  state  of  their  Finances  into  Consideration, 
Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  memorial 
to  Congress,  requesting  them  to  grant  upon  Loan,  to  the  state,  such 
sums  of  current  money  as  the  Exigencies  of  the  state  shall  require, 
until  sufficient  sums  shall  be  drawn  into  the  Treasury  by  the  Taxes 
laid  &  to  be  laid  by  assembly,  and  assuring  Congsess  that  the  sums 
which  they  shall  so  advance  shall  be  repaid  out  of  the  first  Taxes 
that  shall  be  brought  in,  without  any  Begard  to  the  Accounts  now 
dependiog  between  this  state  &  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  s<  Committee  be  authorized  to  apply  to  the 
Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Exeeoiive  GonncU  to  appoint  a  Committee  of 
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4heir  Board  to  confer  with  them  on  the  sabject  of  the  aboye  BeflolTOf 
So  that  they  be  also  impowered  to  apply  for  a  Committee  of  the 
Hon'ble  Congress  to  confer  with  them^  if  necessaryi  on  the  same 
subject.'^ 

Mr.  MorriSi 

Biddle^ 

(Gardner, 

Balston,      I*  Committee. 

Lollar, 

Smile7y 

Chambers. 
FeVy  9,  1779. 


General  Washington  to  President  Beed,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Middle*  Brook| 

9«>  Febmaiy,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  haTC  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's  &v'  of  the  5*^  instant,  in* 
dosing  ^sundry  Resolves  of  the  Executive  Council  respecting  the 
Conduct  of  Major  Oeneral  Arnold  during  his  commana  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

P^vioufl  to  ihe  receipt  of  yonr  letter,  Gen'  Arnold,  who  had 
arrived  at  Head  Quarters  the  day  before,  had  shewn  me  a  letter 
from  the  Council  accompanied  by  a  Copy  of  the  same  Besolves,  in 
which  they  advised  him  that  a  Copy  was  also  laid  before  Congress. 
That  Honorable  Body  will  no  doubt  decide  upon  the  measures  proper 
to  be  taken  in  the  Affair. 

I  should  have  replied  to  yours  of  the  19*^  Januaiy  respecting  Col* 
Atlee's  claim  to  Bank,  be^re  I  left  Philadelphia,  had  I  not  under- 
stood by  a  paper  which  was  afterwards  put  into  my  hands,  that  the 
Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  were  instructed  by  the  Council  to  repre- 
sent the  matter  to  Congress, 

I  have  a  high  opinion  of  Cob  Atlee's  merit  and  abilities  as  an 
Officer,  but  I  do  not  see  how  he  can  be  at  this  time  promoted  to  the 
Bank  of  Brigadier.  As  the  State  have  only  two  Brigades  in  the 
field,  they  of  course  will  only  require  two  Brigadiers.  They  already 
have  one— (Jen*  Wayne — supposing  Gen*  Hand  to  be  out  of  the 
question.  To  supply  the  place  of  the  other,  Colonels  Morgan  and 
Irwin,  being  senior  officers,  have  superior  pretensions  to  CoI«  Atlee. 
If  in  the  Captivity  of  Col«  Morgan  it  is  thought  necessary  to  fill  the 

*  Not  on  ndnates  of  Council. 
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place  with  another,  Ool*  Irwin  will  by  right  of  seniority  be  the 
person. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespeot  &  Esteem 
your  EzoeUene/s 
most  €k*  BwY% 

Q«  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, 
His  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 


\ 


President  Reed  to  John  Batard,  Esq.,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Febroary  9th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Since  the  delivery  of  the  papers,  to  yonr  Honble  Hoase  which 
aooompanied  rar  message  on  the  fifth  of  Feb'^  Instant,  the  delegates 
of  Tirginia  have  delivered  into  this  Board  farther  papers  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  the  disputed  Boundary,  which  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  ot 
enolofling,  and  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 

JOSEPH  BEED,  President* 


Council  to  John  Mitchell,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Council  to  request  that  you  will  give  order 
to  prevent  the  waggons  in  Continental  service  from  stoping  in  the 
Front  of  the  State  Houie»  as  this  practice  gives  offence  both  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  to  Council.  There  is  now  a  number 
of  waggons  standing  there. 

X  am  with  due  respect, 

your  humble  servant, 

ay  MATLACE,  Seo^. 
Philadelphia,  FeV  10, 1779. 
To  John  Mitchell,  Bsqr.,  D;  Q.  M.  G. 

*  Bee  Colon*  Bee.,  ToL  XL,  p.  698. 


190  fENNSYLYANIA  ABGHIVBS  1779. 

Gborqb  Henrt  to  Council,  1779. 

His  Ezoellenej  the  Prendent  and  Council. 

Agreeable  to  yonr  order  of  yetterday  I  have  made  inquiry  re- 
specting the  arms,  stores,  &c.|  ^id  to  be  sent  by  M'  Andrew  Hodge 
to  this  State.    From  what  I  can  learn,  am  of  opinion  that  none  of 
those  effects  were  borrowed  by  the  State  from  Mr.  Hodge. 
The  Facts  appears  to  be  as  follows : 

The  day  previous  to  the  enemy  taking  possession  of  this  city, 
young  Mr.  Hodge  applied  to  Captain  MitcheH's  Lieutenant,  who 
was  then  in  an  armed  boat  at  Mr.  Hodge's  wharf,  to  take  the  fol- 
lowing  articles  on  board  the  Boat,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  which  the  Lieutenant  complied  with,  and  for  their 
greater  safety  put  them  on  board  Captain  Mitchell's  Galley. 
'  From  the  Lieutenant's  information,  the  other  articles,  you  men- 
tioned, were  not  reoeived. 
I  shall  wait  and  obey  Councils  future  orders  respecting  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,* 

yoiir  most  obedient  humble  serr*, 

GEOEGE  HENRY. 

PhUadelphia,  Feb^  Ilth,  1779. 

22  Cutlasses. 

9  Cartoush  boxes. 

5  Guns. 
12  Pikes. 
12  Bayonets. 
Direetedf 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  PRBSiDmrr  Rbei>,  1779. 

My  haying  made  this  my  country  by  a  free  election,  the  senerons 
&  humane  treatment  I  have  met  therein,  in  the  days  of  adversity, 
together  with  the  honour  of  being  employed  in  the  servioe  of  this 
State,  as  well  as  of  the  United  States,  oblige  me  indispensably  to 
contribute  every  thing  in  my  power  to  the  good  thereof. 

My  Education  b  the  studies  of  my  life,  which  I  flatter  myself 
have  neither  been  neglected  or  loet  labi>iir,  bamg  been  directed  to 
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military  considerations;  I  presume  it  is  in  that  linq  I  can  render 
most  service. 

A  point  of  importance  to  the  confederacy,  but  more  immediately 
to  this  State,  particularly  to  its  capital,  &  which  has  often  been  an 
object  of  publick  consideration,  was  lately  introduced  to  the  world 
in  the  newspapers,  by  two  gentlemen  who  have,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  sometimes  mistaken  ftcts,  ft  misapplied  reasonings,  reconsid- 
ering the  subject  may  not,  I  apprehend,  be  amiss.  This  I,  at  first, 
proposed,  submitting  to  the  eon^eration  of  the  publick,  as  the  best 
means  by  which  true  conclusions,  the  only  object  I  have  in  view, 
can  be  come  at;  but  as  this  mode  communicates  information  to  ene- 
mies as  well  as  friends,  I  think  it  best  to  submit  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Council,  ft  leave  this  point 
to  your  ft  their  determination.  This,  I  hope,  will  apologise  for  the 
liberty  1  take,  ft  that  you  wiU  permit  me  to  assure  your  etceUency 
that  I  am,  with  due  respect. 
Sir, 

your  most  hnmb* 
ft  obd^  servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

I  hope  you'll  excuse  the  many  erasures  in  the  piece,  owing  to 
repeatea  intenuptions  by  persons  coming  to  my  office. 

February  12th^  1779. 

JKreeted, 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


Assembly  to  Cotjncil,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  Feb.  13%  1779. 
On  motion, 
Sesolved, 
That  Mr.  Smiley  be  reqinsted  to  wait  on  The  HonoraMe  The 
Council,  and  inform  them,  that  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  of  this 
State  and  of  the  River  Delaware  are  matters  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  good  People  thereof;   Therefore  this  House  request  a  eoi:^ 
ference  with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  on  that  .subject  on 
monday  next. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

SAM.  STEBETT,  Asis*  Cl'k 

of  Gen.  Assembly. 
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Gbn.  Roberdbau  to  Pebs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Philad*,  Feb.  18«*,  1779. 
Sir, 

GoDgress  have  now  under  Consideration  the  report  of  the  Com« 
mittee  of  appeals.  On  this  important  Subject  the  Delegates  of  this 
State  would  be  glad  of  your  advioe,  whioh  I  am  desired  to  ask  on 
their  behalf,    ft  ami 

SlTi 

Y'  most  ob*  hum.  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

P.S.  We  oan  put  o£f  the  Business  in  right  of  the  State  if  adyised 


T-  Matlaok  to  Wm.  Maolay,  Esq.,  1779. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

In  answer  to  yours  of  the  first  bstant^  I  oan  only  si^,  that  no 
oomplaints  of  any  kind  have  been  made  against  your  brother,  and 
that  you  may  sdfely  depend.  Council  will  not  precipitately  remove 
any  man  from  office  unheard.  My  friendship  you  will  have  on  every 
occasion. 

There  is  intelligence  from  Spain,  that  She  will  take  part  with 
France  in  case  of  a  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain.  The  particulars  on  which  this  inference  of  news 
is  drawn,  were  this  day  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Minister 
of  France,  but  they  have  not  yet  transpired. 

A  small  privateer  has  been  taken  by  Cap.  Douglas,  of  this  port, 
and  Carried  into  Egg  Harbour.  It  b  also  said,  that  two  French 
Frigates  have  takennve  or  six  of  the  enemy's  privateers,  but  there 
is  no  certainty  of  it 

I  have,  for  some  time  past,  had  some  reasons  to  expect  several 
Frigates  would  &11  in  about  Egg  harbour  and  soour  the  coast  south- 
wara  and  retire,  to  prevent  a  superior  force  from  the  enemy  inter- 
cepting them« 

Rum  and  several  other  artioles,  even  indudingGold,  have,  within 
a  few  days,  &llen  in  value^  comparative  with  Continental  moneys 
near  twenty-five  per  cent 
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Warrant  to  Sheriff,  1779. 

[L.  8.]  Pennsylvania  ss. 

The  Sapreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsjl- 
vania,  To  James  ClajpoolOi  Esq',  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia. ' 

Whereas  nt  appeareth  on  oath  before  this  Council  that  George 
Eiofaelberger,  of  York-town,  in  the  county  pf  York,  a  deputy  Com- 
missary of  purchases  under  the  United  States  of  America,  having  at 
the  last  election  of  the  county  of  York  for  chusiug  a  Councillor  to 
represent  the  said  county  of  York  in  this  Council,  used  angry  and 
threatning  language  to  influence  the  Judges  and  Inspectors  for  the 
first  district  of  the  said  county,  then  assembled  in  the  Court  House 
of  the  said  county,  and  having  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  of 
October,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Judges  of  the  several  districts  of  the 
said  connty  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  casting  up  the  votes  taken 
in  the  several  districts  of  the  said  county  and  making  return  to  this 
Council  of  the  person  elected  to  represent  the  said  county  of  York  in 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  did  intrude  himself,  violently  and 
forcibly,  among  the  said  Judges,  and  dictated  to  them  in  what 
manner  they  should  proceed  in  making  the  said  return ;  And  upon 
divers  of  the  said  Judges  refusing  to  act  agreeably  to  his  directionS| 
he,  the  said  George  Eichelberger,-  did  call  them,  the  said  Judges  so 
refusing,  perjured  rascals,  and  declared  that  they  the  said  Judges 
should  be  sued  with  an  hundred  writs  before  thepr  left  York-town — 
with  other  threat'ning  and  abusive  language  in  violation  of  the 
Freedom  of  election  and  in  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Council. 

Wherefore  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  take  the  body  of  the 
said  George  Eichelberger,  if  found  in  your  county,  and  bnng  him 
before  this  Council  forth  with,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Hereof  fail  not. 

Given,  by  order  of  Council,  under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency 
Joseph  Reea,  Esquire,  and  the  less  seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia, 
this  sixteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1779.''' 
Attest. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  698,  700. 
Vol.  VIL— 9 
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Gen.  Bobxadbau  to  John  Bata&d,  Esq.,  1779. 

Philada.  VeVj  16th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Instrnotions  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Gonnrees,  from 
a  Committee  of  jour  Honorable  Honse  respecting  the  defenceless 
Situation  of  our  Frontiers,  is  referred  '^  to  the  Committee  lately 
<^  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  that  thej 
^<  be  directed  to  confer  with  a  Gommiitee  of  the  Assembly  of  Penn- 
"  sylvania/' 

Mr.  Doane,  Gbairman  of  said  Committee,  requests  through  me, 
that  he  may  be  notified  of  the  appointment  ck  such  Oommittee,  and 
when  and  where  they  will  hold  the  Conference. 
I  am  with  high  esteem, 
Sir,  y'  moat 

ob*  hum.  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBEBDSAU. 
Mr.  Dnane  lodges  at  Mrs.  House's. 
Directed^ 

PThe  Honorable  John  Bayard,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  House  oi 
Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sko't  MatiiAge  to  Jessb  Jordan,  1779. 

PhUadelphia,  Peb'y  18th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Major  General  Arnold  is  now  in  this  city,  and  no  time  ought  to  be 
lost  in  obtaining  the  settlement  with  him  for  the  waggon  hire  of  the 
brigade  which  he  sent  to  Egg  harbour.  You  will,  therefcnre,  without 
delay,  send  an  order  to  Jonathan  D.  Sergeant,  Esquire,  to  commence 
suits  for  the  recoyery  of  it,  that  you  be  able  in  good  time  to  repay 
the  money  advanced  to  you  by  Council.  It  will  be  necessary  to  send 
the  names  of  the  several  persons,  owners  of  the  waggons,  or  perhaps 
it  will  be  best  for  you  to  come  to  the  City  yourself  if  you  conveniently 
can.  There  can  be  no  doubt  in  my  opinion,  but  that  you  will  recover 
of  the  General  the  price  paid  to  other  waggons,  who  were  hired  by 
private  persons  for  like  services — which  I  understand  was  about 
i£80  for  the  trip  to  each  waggon* 

I  am,  &c.,  yours, 

T.  M. 
Directed^ 

To  Mr.  Jesse  Jordan,  W.  M. 
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Pbtbb  Dsshavbk  to  Oouwcfa,  177a. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Ezeoative  CowicS  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

FeVy  18, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Hon'ble  the  Committee  of  Assembly  appointed  to  settle  the 
Pabliok  Acc'ts,  having  examined  the  AooUs  &  Yooghers  of  your 
late  Gun  factory  are  not  willing  to  give  an  order  for  the  balance  dne 
by  said  aoo'ts  to  me,  nntill  they  are  informed  from  your  Honourable 
Board  how  the  outstanding  Debts  are  to  be  aocoonted  for  your  giving 
siieh  direetions  as  may  be  agreeable  to  you, 
Will  much  oblige 

your  moat  obed* 

&  meet  humble  eere't, 

PETER  DEHAVEN.* 

Ord'  that  Peter  Dehaven  be  authorised  to  colleot  the  outstand- 
ing Debts  of  the  Factory  without  delay. 

J.R. 


Besolve  01'  Gbksbal  Assbmblt,  1779. 

In  General  Aeaembly, 

Sataiday  Veb'y  SOth,  1779. 

Three  Petitions  from  Northampton  County  Complaining  of  the 
eonduct  of  Colonel  Weitzel,  Lieutenant  of  that  County,  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Council. 
Extxaot  firom  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MOBKIS,  J^ 

ClkofGen'Afs.t 

N.  B.  Mr.  J.  Morris  brought  in  two  petitions  to  the  OouncU  aiM 
excused  himself  as  to  third  by  saying  it  was  lost. 

T.  MATLACE>  Seo'y. 

FeVy  20, 1779. 

»  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XL,  p.  702. 

t  CoL  Seo.|  Vol.  XI.,  p.  708,  TCttw 
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Oharlbs  Pjrtit  to  Pbbs't  B£;ed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  20th  February;  1779. 
Sir, 

I  had  imagined  that  the  Business  relating  to  the  Bridge  over 
Sehuylkill,  was  settled  by  Agreement  between  your  Excellenoy  and 
the  Council  on  the  one  part,  and  Gen.  Greene  as  Quarter  Muter 
Genend  on  the  other;  but  finding  that  some  matters  yet  remain  to 
be  explained,  I  would  beg  leave  to  propose  the  following  Plan  for  a 
final  settlement. 

1st.  That  the  Bridge  be  taken  into  entire  Possession  and  kept  in 
Bepair  by  the  officers  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

2d.  That  the  Council  agree  to  pay  to  the  Quarter  Master  Gen.^  all 
such  sums  of  Money  as  he  has  expended  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States  in  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  Bridges,  to  be  computed  at  the 
Bates  of  Labour  and  Materials  at  the  Time  of  the  Transaction.  ^  I 
mention  this  as  the  only  sure  way  of  ascertaining  it,  the  work  having 
been  done  amongst  other  things  by  People  on  monthly  Pay,  and  the 
Iron  drawn  from  the  oontinenUl  Stores. 

8d.  That  the  Quarter  Master  General  agree  to  pay  to  the  SUte 
at  the  Bate  of  Eight  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  as  a  Bent  for  the 
Privilege  of  using  the  said  Bridge  free  from  any  toll  or  Impost  for 
the  Passage  of  all  Carriages,  Horses,  Cattle  and  Troops  belonging  to 
the  United  States  or  in  their  Service  during  the  Continuance  of  the 
said  Bent,  Uiat  is  to  say,  from  the  Time  the  said  Bridge  became 
passable  after  the  Enemy  left  the  City  to  the  first  Day  of  March  1780. 

4th.  As  to  oertun  Anchors,  Cables  and  other  Materials  left  by 
the  Enemy  at  or  near  the  said  Bridge,  some  of  which  have  been 
taken  away  and  applied  to  other  Purposes  by  the  Quarter  Mastei 
General,  as  it  does  not  seem  to  be  fully  ascertained  whether  they  are 
to  be  considered  as  the  Property  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States 
I  would  propose  that  for  the  Present  an  account  be  taken  ascertaining 
the  Kinds,  Quantity  and  Value  of  the  Articles  as  accurately  aa 
possible,  a  Copy  of  which  to  be  lod^d  with  each  Party;  and  when  • 
the  Property  shall  be  determined,  if  it  shall  be  in  favour  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  that  the  Quarter  Master  General  shall  pay  to  the 
State  the  Value  of  such  Articles  as  have  been  applied  by  him  to  other 
Purposes  than  the  Bridge ;  but  if  the  Determination  shall  be  in  favour 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  pay  to  the 
Quarter  Master  (General  the  Value  of  such  of  the  said  Articles  as 
\  have  been  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Bridge. 

I  These  Points  being  established,  what  remains  I  conceive  may  be 

f  settled  without  Difficulty,  and  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  of 

f  a  Dispodtion  on  my  part  to  have  the  Business  adjusted  with  the 

utmost  candor. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  on  this  Occasion  to  aoquajnt  yon  that  Major 
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Ejie,  who  is  BuperinteiidaQt  of  the  Naval  Bosiiiess  of  the  Qaarter 
Master  General's  Department,  informs  me  that  some  Money  and  a' 
good  deal  of  Labour  and  Materials  have  been  expended  on  some  of 
the  Gallies,  and  in  endeavouring  to  raise  others  of  the  State  Vessels. 
Whetherthis  is  to  be  repaid  by  the  State  or  not,  may  perhaps  remain 
to  be  determined ;  bat  I  oonoeive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  mention  it  for 
&rther  Notioe.  It  may  not  be  proper  to  blend  these  Affairs  with 
those  of  the  Bridge;  but  the  Commissioners  who  shall  be  authorized 
to  settle  other  Matters  of  Claim  between  the  United  States  and 
Pennsylvania  may  perhaps  have  this  oommitted  to  their  Consider^ 
ation. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  your 
EzoeUency's  most 

obedient  humble  Servant, 

OHA.  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen. 
Indaned^ 

Bead  k  ord'  to  be  filed. 
Directed. 

His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  Preudent  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pbbs't  Beed  to  the  Gov'bs  07  New  Jebsbt,  &o.,  1779. 

Philada.  FeVy  21, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  severe  Depredations  lately  oommitted  by  the  Enem^  upon  our 
Coast  &  in  our  Biver,  has  very  jitstly  alarmed  the  Authority  of  the 
.  State,  as  well  as  the  Merchants  who  are  more  immediately  interested. 
And  as  we  apprehend'a  seasonable  &  vigorous  exertion  will  give  them 
a  Check  we  are  resolved  to  make  it  with  all  possible  Dispatch.  In  the 
present  scarcity  of  Seamen  we  apprehend  it  wUl  be  indispensably 
necessary  to  secure  them  by  laying  an  Embargo  on  all  outwaxd  Bound 
Vessels  untill  we  can  man  the  Vessels  necessary  for  the  Purpose. 
But  this  will  be  a  very  partial  &  ineffectual  Biemedy,  unless  the 
neijhboring  States  concur  with  us  in  the  Measure. 

I  am  therefore  to  request  your  Excell'y  to  lay  the  Proposition 
before  the  proper  Authority  of  the  State  over  which  you  preside  k 
to  request  a  Union  of  Councils  &  Force  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
admit — Assuring  you  that  our  operations  will  be  extended  beyood* 
the  immediate  local  views  &  Beach  t>f  the  State,  if  thereby  the  Designs 
of  the  Enemy  may  be  more  effeotuaUy  counteracted  A  defeated. 
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I  have  now  only  to  acqasint  your  Bxoeiry  that  from  late  advioes 
we  are  nofc  likely  to  xeoeive  any  Assistance  from  the  Deaoe  Frigate 
on  this  Ooeasion  as  she  has  gone  to  oraize  in  the  latitude  of  Berma- 
das,  instead  of  keeping  the  Coast  as  was  expeoted. 

I  riiall  be  glad  to  hear  from  yoor  Exeell'y  on  this  sntjeet  as  soon 
as  possible  k  am, 

Sir^  with  mnoh  Respect^ 

your  Exoell'ys  most 

obed.  &  very  Hbble  i 
Sent  to^ 
One  Letter  for  G-ot.  Livingston, 
do.        for  Gov.  Johnston^ 
do.        for  Gov.  Henry, 
do.        for  Gov.  of  Del. 


Gknbbal  Robbbdeau  to  v.  p.  Bbyan,  1779. 

Monday  Moraing. 
Sir, 

Be  pleased  to  famish  me  with  the  Date  of  the  Resolution  respect* 
ing  the  papers  laid  before  Congress  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Coonoili 
said  in  the  Journal  to  be  from  T.  Matlack. 

I  am^  lespeetfuUy,  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob'  hum*  servS 

D.  ROBERSEAU. 
PeWy  2il,  1779. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq'.,  Vioe  President. 
Luhrsedf 
Date  of  the  pi(«9  enquired  for,  is  IS  July^  1779. 


Cowffem  TO  Mbsbbs.  iRwifN,  BiiROLATy  kCy  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Febsnaiy  2I>V  1779. 
Qentleffie% 

The  severe  depredalient  lately  eommitled  by  the  enemy  upon  oar 
trade  has  given  a  very  just  alann,  not  only  to  the  authority  of  the 
state,  but  to  the  merehanta  who  are  more  immediately  interested  in  it. 
And  as  we  apprehend  a  seasonable  and  vigorous  exertion  will  give  them 
aeheok,  we  are  vemlved  to  make  it  with  all  possible  dispatch.  It 
is  xepreeented  to  me  that  you  have  a  vessel  now  nearly  ready  to 
launch,  which  in  our  aircmmstanoea-wiU-  answer  our  purpose  better 
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tban  any  other  now  to  be  procured.  I  am^  therefore^  to  request,  in 
behalf  of  the  state,  that  yon  will  accommodate  the  publick  with 
her,  on  as  reasonable  Terms  as  yon  can  afford.  And  that  our 
matnal  views  and  expectations  may  be  more  precisely  defined^  I  beg 
your  free  and  early  answer  to  the  following  Propositions : 

Ist.  Whethw  yon  will  sell  or  hire  her  to  the  State,  with  such  rig- 
gmg  and  other  articIeB  aa  may  be  proTided;  and  on  what  terms 
zMpeolivdy. 

2nd.  In  what  manner  you  would  propose  a  valuation  to  be  had  if 
itBhonld  be  necessary. 

Srdly.  What  sum  of  money  you  will  expect  to  be  immediately 
advanced. 

JHrededf 

To  Messrs.  Irwin,  Barclay,  Goxe,  Mitchell  and  Company,  owners 
of  a  vessel  bu9dingat  Kensington.'*' 


Pres.  Rbisd  to  Barok  Stbuben,  fro.,  1779. 

Feb'y21, 1779.  ^ 
Sir, 

The  season  of  Weather  growing  favourable  to  attend  to  the 
Defence  of  the  Biver  &  City,  I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  Favour 
if  you  would  accompany  me  on  this  service  this  week.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  cross  with  our  Horses  at  Gloucester  Point,  on  Tuesday 
Morning,  if  the  Weather  will  admit,  &  proceed  from  thence  to  Bed 
Bank  &  Billings  Port,  crossing  over  from  thence  to  Mud  Island,  and 
the  Pennsylvania  shore,  so  as  to  complete  the  whole  survey  before 
we  return  to  Town  again. 

As  yoor  good  Judgment  &  Experience  may  suggest  Bemedies  for 
form^  Defects,  &  perhapa  aom»  new  Measures  for  the  greater  security 
of  this  important  City,  I  hope,  you  will  not  find  any  Inconvenience 
in  devoting  2  oi  3  days  to  so  valuable  a  Purpose. 
I  am,  sir, 

Your  most  obed.  &  very 

H'ble  servt. 

Direetedy 

To  Baron  Steuben,  Gen>  Du  Portail,  Col.  Niohola,  Col.  Proctor^ 
Vtr  BIttenhouse,  Capt.  Hazelwood. 

*  See  page  210. 
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Pebs.  Rbb0  to  Wm.  Crispin,  1779. 

Philad%  February  2lBt,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  propose  to  set  oat  on  Tuesday  morninffi  if  the  weather  is  favour- 
able, with  several  gentlemen  of  skill  and  Experience;  ta examine  the 
defences  of  the  river  and  see  what  may  be  farther  necessary  for  onr 
security  and  defence.  I  would,  therefore,  desire  you  to  provide 
suitable  refreshments  to  be  taken  with  us  or  sent  down  in  the  Boats, 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Boys.  There  will  be  about  6  or  7 
gentlemen  with  their  attendants,  and  do  not  expect  to  return  in  less 
than  three  days. 

If  you  could  despatch  some  intelligent  young  fellow  into  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Eed  bank  and  Billingsport,  to  make  some  littie 
preparation,  it  might  be  very  proper,  and  supply  hiai  witli  money 
for  the  purpose. 

The  crews  of  the  boats  which  are  to  attend  us  will  also  require 
your  care.    Captain  Boys  will  be  more  particular. 
Your  attention  hereto  will  oblige 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed, 

To  W"  Crispin,  Com'y. 


Prs.  Rbbd  to  Cap.  Nathan  Boys,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  February  21"  1779. 
Sir, 

I  propose  to  set  out  on^  Tuesday  morning,  if  the  weather  will 
admit,  with  private  Gentlemen  of  skill  and  experience,  to  examine 
the  present  defences  of  the  river  and  see  what  further  may  be  neces- 
sary for  our  security.  I  must  therefore  request  you  to  give  direc- 
tions to  fit  out  as  many  boats  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  accomoda- 
tion of  six  Gentlemen  with  their  necessary  attendants.  We  shall 
crossover  with  our  horses  at  Gloucester  point  and  proceed  from 
thence  to  Red  Bank,  and  so  from  thence  to  Billingsport,  at  both 
which  places  I  would  chuse  the  boats  should  attend,  from  thence 
we  shaU  cross  with  our  horses  to  the  Pennsylvania  side. 

I  would  wish  the  boats  to  be  provided  with  Line  for  sounding  the 
depths  of  the  river  in  different  places. 

*    Mr.  Crispin  will  have  orders  to  supply  the  boats  with  suitable 
refreshments  as  you  .shall  direct. 

I  am,  &c. 
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Sec'y  Matlaoe  to  John  Duklap,  &c.y  1779. 

Kr.  Dnnlapy 

Please  to  repnblish  io  yoar  next  paper  the  order  of  Council  of  the 
29th  December  last,  pablishcd  in  your  paper  of  Jan*j  2^^j  with  the 
following  addition,  by  way  of  Note,— 

The  great  fire  which  alarmed  this  dty  on  Saturday  last,  and 
threiatened  the  destruction  of  a  Taluable  part  of  the  city,  shows  the 
necessity  of  the  foregoing  recommendation ;  and  the  Vigilance  and 
attention  of  some  of  the  l^re  companies  whose  Engines  were  in  good 
order  does  them  honour,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  every  Fire  company 
in  the  dty  will  take  care  to  follow  their  laudable  example  and  show 
to  the  world  a  continuation  of  the  same  public  spirit  which  has,  on 
oooaaions  of  this  kind,  so  long  and  so  eminently  distinguished  the 
eitisens  of  Philadelphia.'*' 

Feb'y  1779. 


BoAKD  OP  War  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

War  Office,  FeVy  22',  1779. 
Sir, 

General  Du  Portail,  is  about  executing  the  Orders  of  the  Com.  in 
Chief,  in  taking  a  survey  of  the  Delaware  and  preparing  a  plan  of 
Fortification.  He  wants  some  Person  capable  of  giving  information 
&  directing  the  Workmen  necessary  for  sounding  the  Kiver  &  other 
Business.  A  sloop  &  twelve  or  fourteen  hands  will  also  be  necessary. 
We  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  comply  with  his  Bequest,  but  have 
recommended  it  to  him  to  apply  to  the  Council  of  the  State  for  such 
assistance  as  they  can  give,  &  we  will  afford  every  thing  we  can. 

We  have  received  no  orders  from  Congress  on  the  Subject,  but 
trouble  your  Excellency  with  this  to  expedite  General  Pu  Portail, 
in  his  Execution  of  the  orders  he  has  received  from  the  Com.  in 
Chief. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
With  great  Bespect, 

Your  very  obed.  Serv*% 

BICHABD  PBTEBS, 

By  Order. 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed^ 

«  Bead  in  Council,  Feb.  23.  Ordered  that  Cap.  Boys  be  directed  to 
giro  such  assistance  to  the  Board  of  War  as  they  may  require  &  he 
be  able  to  give." 

*  See  pai^e  184. 
9* 
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BoABD  OP  Wab,  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1779. 

P  War  Office,  FeVy  22, 1779. 

Sir, 

Applieattons  aro  frefjaently  mada  to  this  board  fbr  matter»'fimtDe- 
diatelj  oonoeming  the  militia  of  your  State,  which  we  eoneeive  more 
properly  Ml  under  the  notice  of  the  Snpreme  Ezeeatiye  Oeimoil. 
The  particular  occasion  of  this  letter,  is  the  presentation  of  an  aocoant 
for  the  repairs  of  arms  belonging  to  this  8tato,  which  were  pat  into 
the  hands  of  the  militia  of  Braford  county,  but  wanted  repairs,  which 
were  made  before  they  were  issued.  We  fael  e^ry  disposition  to 
promote  the  general  good  by  serving  a  particular  State ;  but  believe 
justice  will  be  done  to  the  public  &  individuals  more  effectaaDy  if 
the  affairs  of  the  militia  are  managed  by  the  goveming  pawers  of 
the  State  to  which  they  belong.  Afterwards,  such  ezpences  as  ought 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  United  Stetes,  may  be  charged  to  them 
accordingly.  We  beg  leave  therefore  to  refer  to  your  Excellency  and 
your  honourable  board  the  account  above-mentioned,  with  this  assu- 
rance, that  whenever  an  act  of  ours,  as  officers  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  thought  necessary,  we  shall  cheerfully  do  it. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  respect. 
Your  Excellency^B 

most  obedient  Servants, 
By  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKEBINO. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed^  Esquire^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania. 


PrBS.  BbBD  to  ASSflBiBLT,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Ph*,  28*  Feb.  1779. 

Sir, 

Several  members  of  thilsi  board,  who  were  present  in  July  last, 
when  M"  Elisabeth  Ferguson  layed  her  case  before  the  Council, 
represent  to  me,  that  some  sentences  contained  in  her  petition  to  the 
Assembly,  of  the  7**'  Instent,  which  they  have  seen  at  large  in  the 
printed  minutes  of  your  House,  give  an  account  of  the  conduct  of 
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ibis  board,  on  ocdMiion  of  tbafc  l^fB  Jipplloi^tioB  t^  Counoil^  tery 
different  from  th^  apprehensions  of  it. 

Her  inemorialy  wherein  she  laboured  to  shew^  that  M'  F.  ought 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  Traitor,  nor  even  inimical  to  this  Ooantrj, 
they  declare  was  barely  read.  Whatever  Ooaocil  might  think  of  her 
petitfcpi,  or  Imv  iifficaUies,  they  expressed  nothing.  It  was  not 
considered,  as  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Exeostiveaatnority  to  restore 
her  husband;  bo«h  as  to  person  ft  BstatCi  bvt  it  wu  ^eiy  distant 
from  their  intention  to  4o  it.  How,  then,  could  they  refer  Mx*.  F. 
to  the  Legislature !  In  fhot,  Oounoil,  these  members  alledgs,  gave 
ne  answer  whateter  to  her  memorial. 

This  account  of  the  matter  is  established  by  the  minutes  of  Oouneil 
of  the  36th  of  *Mj^  last,  ft  afterwards :  ft  by  the  representation 
made  by  this  lady,  signed  by  l^erarif*  No  entiy  or  memorandnmi 
other  tlian  d.rei^iug  h^  jMOMrial,  ^ppeaps  ia  either. 

JOSEPH  BEED, 

President. 


Ltww  Nicola  tq  Pu8.  BxflO),  1779. 

Feb'y23,1779. 

S', 

I  am  &YOured  with  j^urs,  ft  fhall  with  pleasure  attend  your 
Excellency  at  any  time  you  choose,  as  I  shidl  always  thiQk  it  my  duty    ^ 
to  contribute  every  thing  in  my  powqr  to  your  satisfaction  on  the 
public  utility. 

I  am,  with  respect. 
Your  ExceL 

Most  hum^  ft  obed^ServS 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Sunday  cTdning, 

Directed^ 
To  his  ExQel^  Joseph  Beed,  Pjresident  of  the  State. 

♦  Should  probably  be  Junt  26th,  1778,  Vol.  VI.  pp.  61 7^  618.    Also  Col, 
Reo.  YoL  XL  p.  622. 
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^     Resolutions  op  Oonqrbss,  17T0. 

In  CoDgreaSi 

24tli  Peb'j,  1779. 

GoDgreaa  took  into  oonsideration  the  letter  of  29th  January,  from 
the  Sapreme  ezecutiye  OoancU  of  PennajlTania,  and  the  papen 
therein  enclosedi  whereupon  it  was  moved 

That  in  the  opinion  of  Oongrew,  Major  Glarkson  onght  to  have 
attended  the  exeeutiye  Council  upon  their  request  of  the  25th  Jan'y,* 
1779,  unless  prevented  by  his  military  duties  or  some  good  &  snffi* 
oient  reason,  in  which  case  he  ought  to  have  assigned  his  reaaona  to 
the  said  Council. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  words  /^Unless  {uievented,  &o./'  to 
the  end,  be  struck  out,  and  on  the  question  that  those  words  stand 
as  part  of  the  resolutioni  the  yeas  &  naysf  being  required  by  Mr. 
Morris: 


New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts  Bay 

Rhode  Island 
New  York 


New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


Delaware 
Virginia 


North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 


Mr.  Whipple,  No. 
Mr.  S.  Adams,  No. 

Gerry,  No. 

Holton,  No. 

Mr.  EUery,  Ay- 
Mr.  Jay,  No. 
X    Morris,  Ay. 

Floyd,  Ay. 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  No. 

Frelinghaysen,  No. 
Mr.  Clingan,  No. 

Shippen,  No. 

Atlee,  No. 

Searle,  No. 
Mr,  M«Kean,  No. 
Mr.  T.  Adams,  Ay. 

P.  L.  Lee,  No. 

M.  Smith,  No. 

R.  H.  Lee,  No. 

Griffin,  Ay. 
Mr.  Penn,  Ay. 

Burke,  No. 


.No. 


No. 


No. 


Mr.  Brayton,  Ay.  1,^^ 

Hutson,  No.  I  •^^®- 

Georgia  Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay.  J-Ay. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  w^e  struck  out 
On  the  question  put  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  as  amended,  the 
yeas  &  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Searle : 
*  See  Col.  Rea,  Vol.  XL,  p.  676.  f  This  Vol.,  p.  174. 
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S0& 


New  Hampshire 
MusachnflettB  Bay 

Rhode  Island 
Conoeotioat 
New  York 


}-No. 


New  Jersey 


PenosylTaiua 


Delaware 
Maryland 

Virginia 


Norih  Oarolina 
Boath  Carolina 


Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  }-Ay. 

Mr.  8.  Adams,  Ay. 
Qerry,  Ay. 
Holton,  Ay. 
Mr.  EUery,  No. 
Mr.  Boot,  Ay. 
Mr.  Jay,  No. 
Morris,  No. 
Floyd,  No. 
Lewis,  No. 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. 
Frelinghnysen,  Ay. 
Fell,  Ay. 
Mr.  Clingan,  Ay. 
Shippeui  Ay. 
Atlee,  Ay. 
Searle,  Ay. 
Mr.  M^'Kean,  Ay. 
Mr.  Paoa,  Ay. 

Carmicfaael,  No. 
Mr.  T.  Adams,  No. 
F.  L.  Lee,  Ay. 
M.  Smith,  No. 
B.  H.  Lee,  Ay. 
Griffin,  No. 
Mr.  Penn,  No. 
Burke,  No. 
Mr.  Drayton,  No. 
Hatson,  Ay. 
Georgia  Mr.  Langworthy,  No. 

A  donbt  heing  raised  whether  one  member  can  represent  and  give 
the  vote  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  the  credentials  of  the  delegates 
of  that  state,  dated  October  21st,  1778,  were  called  for  and  read^ 
and  on  the  question  put,  ^ 

Besolyed.  That,  by  the  said  credentials,  not  less  than  two  can 
represent  the  state  of  Connecticut  in  Congress. 

So  the  states  being  equally  divided,  the  question  was  lost. 
Bcsolved.  That  the  letter  of  the  27th  January,  1779,  from  Major 
M.  Clarkson  to  Uie  said  Council,  contains  indecent  and  improper 
expressions,  which  Congress  do  highly  disapprove  of,  & 

Resolved.  That  Congress  will  not  countenance  any  military 
officer  in  disrespectful  conduct  to  the  civil  magistracy. 

Resolved.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow.  - 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA-  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 


No. 


Ay. 


^Ay. 

}Ay. 
Tie. 


[-No. 


No. 

.Jie. 
^No. 


\^ 


See  page  209. 
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Saml.  Loudon  70  Sbo't  Matlace,  1779. 

FiflhkiU,  25  Feb.,  1779. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  desire,  tby  Paper  shall  be  sent  to  yoa.  I  ba^e 
pablisbed  but  few  Papers  for  the  past  three  months,  owing  tosoaroity 
of  Paper,  but  now  have  a  parcel  on  the  way  hither,  and  in  two 
weeks  shall  begin  to  forwaid  them  to  yoa. 

I  am,  sT, 

Tour  h'ble  sew^l, 
SAM.  LOUDON.* 

Directed^ 
Tim'y  MaUaok,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


W.  SooTT  &  B.  Stbysnson  to  Vvbb.  Beed,  1779. 
May  if  F%as  your  Excelenoy, 

The  friends  to  ooi  Gonstilnticm  here  join  us  in  returning  onr 
hearty  thank  for  your  oandi4  and  impartial  hearing  and  determining 
the  dispute  conoeming  our.  late  Efectionf  we  are  happy  in  finding 
One  Presideing  in  Ezeoutive  Qounoil  who  is  able  and  willing,  both 
with  direction  and  Example,  to  ^eouiago  us  in  the  duty  we  owe  to 
our  Contery.  We  are  informed  by  our  Neighbours  who  were  at 
the  trial,  that  they  expected  the  Aflsembly  would  not  have  put  the 
dispute  to  Vote  iftttil  they  won*  have  had  a  conferenoe  with  Council. 
But  after  all  that  has  pa^»ed,  we  h<^e  tbeve  is  a  possibility  of  an 
other  hearinff,  as  the  House  of  Assembly  hare  it  in  their  Power  to 
reconsider  their  Proceedings  before  they  adjourn  this  sitting. 

The  People  here  who  are  disaffected  to  our  present  Constitution, 
are  in  high  spirits  on  account  of  their  Bepresentatives  having  leave 
to  take  their  seats,  and  say  they  now  have  nothing  to  fearj  and  that 
they  will  soon  have  day  about  with  us,  as  they  are  already  relieved 
from  all  disabilities  formerly  laid  on  diem,  except  that  of  Election 
and  Juries,  which  two  last  mentioned  disabilities  they  look  upon  as 
a  great  advantage ;  they  are  now  preparing  Petitions  to  Assembly, 
Praying  to  have  those  Persons  who  have  sworn  ale^ence  since  the 
first  of  June  last,  Excused  from  taking  the  late  prescribed  Oath, 
and  to  be  as  free  as  if  they  had  Coinplied  with  the  law  in  due  time  \ 
which  if  they  obtain,  the  right  of  Mection  will  be  little  benefit  to 
honest  Men  in  our  Country. 

We  Flatter  ourselves  that  the  assiatance  of  Council  can  be  had  if 
appli^  for  by  our  Friends  in  A^embly,  to  bring  about  a  rehearing  of 

*  See  page  186. 
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oar  Ooniesiy  and  if  Ponible  to  put  a  stop  to  sooh  daring  atlempti 
againat  our  Liberties.^' 

We  beg  bave  to  aobaeribe  oonelTes 
yonr  Bxcellencys 

jnoBt  Obedient, 

Humble  serv<% 
W-  SOOTT, 

BOB*  STEVBNSON.t 
York,  Febroary  25*  1779. 

iHrecttd. 

To  hie  Bxoelency  Joseph  Beod,  Preo*  in  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Statbmhot  of  John  Mitchkix,  &c.,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  February  26th,  1779. 

His  Ezoellency  the  President,  and  Executive  Council  of  this  State, 
haying  requested  me  to  give  them  an  account  of  what  passed  be- 
tween Major  General  Arnold  and  me,  respectinsr  the  waggons  he 
sent  to  Egg-harbour  in  October  last,  and  also  what  passea  before, 
and  at  the  time,  I  wrote  General  Arnold  a  state  of  this  affair,  dated 
the  nineteenth  instant.  Agreeable  to  their  request,  I  now  send 
them  the  real  state  of  that  matter  to  the  best  of  my  reooUeotioB. 

Oeneral  Amdd  having  sent  for  me  to  Head  quarten  in  this  city, 
I  waited  on  him  in  his  chamber,  when  he  informed  me  he  sent  for 
me  to  request  I  would  give  him  a  true  state  of  the  affair  of  the 
waggons,  and  what  paaE»d  respecting  the  payment  of  the  hire  of 
them.  I  answered  it  was  very  dimkgreeable  to  me  to  have  anj 
thing  farther  done  by  me  in  that  affidr,  as  it  was  before  Gonmss, 
and  the  Executive  Council  of  this  6tate,  that  I  wished  to  avoid  being 
considered  as  engaged  in  either  side,  or  interfering  in  the  business, 
and  that  it  was  extremely  disagreeable  to  have  my  name  or  any 
thing  wrote  by  me  in  the  publiok  paper,  that  I  had  given  the  Ooun- 
c3l  a  state  of  it,  copy  of  which  he  was  possessed  of,  and  that  I  had 
also  ffiven  a  committee  of  Congress  a  fUU  aooount  of  what  I  knew, 
that  1  would  appear  before  any  proper  authority  to  give  my  testi- 
mony. The  General  replied  that  it  was  very  ha^  to  be  revised  a 
Btate  of  the  facts,  and  urged  me  to  give  him  a  oertifioate  of  the  aUsii^ 
partieularly  what  I  knew  respecting  the  payment  of  the  waggon 
master.  He  shewed  me  a  paper,  which  be  said  if  I  approved  e^he 
requested  I  would  sign.  I  read  it,  he  asked  me  if  I  appro.ved  of  it. 
I  told  him  if  I  sigped  one,  I  woiJd  write  it  myself,  that  Uiere  was 

*  See  Colon*  Keo.,  Vol.  XI.,  pages  696-700. 

t  See  Arch.  Vol.  YI.  p.  775,  &  this  Vol.  p.  198  &  218. 
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Bome  parts  not  in  the  words  I  would  put  them.  He  gave  me  the 
paper  and  reqnested  as  a  Oentleman  I  woald  not  refose  him  what  he 
desired.  I  told  him  I  wonld  talce  it  home^  and  consider  of  it,  and 
would  let  him  know  what  I  wonld  do.  On  consideration  of  it,  I  was 
very  anxious  to  a?oid  haying  any  thing  farther  to  say  on  the  subject, 
but  on  his  further  request,  I  wrote  the  facts  as  related  in  my  letter  of 
the  nineteenth  instant,  since  published  in  M'  Dunlap's  paper,  and 
sent  it  to  the  Qenemli  which  is  the  same  as  my  answer  to  Council  of 
the  nineteenth  of  January,  except  from  the  word,  on  Saturday,  the 
thirtieth  of  January,  &c. — which  is  what  passed  respecting  the  pay- 
ment of  M'  Jordan,  the  Waggon-master.  General  Arnold  requested 
I  would  put  it  in  the  nature  of  a  certificate,  and  returned  the  letter 
to  me  for  that  purpose,  but  I  persisted  in  the  mode  I  had  before 
done  it  in,  and  returned  the  letter  to  him.  I  must  acknowledffo  it 
was  very  disagrAeab^s  to  me  to  write  or  have  any  thing  publishea  in 
my  name,  as  I  sincciJy  wish  to  avoid  all  publ' :.k  disputes,  and  am 
extremely  sorry  there  ever  was  any  cansd  for  writing  on  so  dis- 
agreeable a  sul>ject. 

JOHN  MITCHELL, 

T)f  Or  M'  Gen'.* 


M'  Mitchell  not  haying  given  a  oompleat  acoount  of  this  business, 
in  order  tocompleatit,  I  think  it  necessary  to  certify  that  on  Friday, 
the  instant,  Mr.  Mitou<fil  came  to  me,  and  after  some  little 

introduction  mentioned  that  General  Arnold  had  importuned  him 
80  much  on  the  subject,  that  he  had  concluded  to  giye  him  a  certifi* 
cate,  and  wished  me  to  look  at  a  paper  in  his  hand.  I  for  some  time 
declined  it,  expressing  my  aversion  to  do  any  thing  in  it,  but  as 
president  of  the  State.  But  at  his  importunity  I  at  length  was 
induced  to  read  it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  colourable,  unfair  state,  very 
difierent  in  my  Judgment,  from  what  he  he  had  ^ven  the  Council, 
some  facts  suppressed  and  others  mistated,  and  I  instantly  declared 
it  to  be  so,  and  that  it  was  calculated  to  screen  General  Arnold. 
The  style  and  manner  in  which  it  was  drawn  up,  tho'  it  was  in  M' 
Mitcheirs  hand  writing,  seemed  to  me  different  from  M'  MitchelFs, 
and  I  expressed  this  opinion  to  the  Council  immediately,  after  vhich 
1  mentioned  the  transaction,  as  I  then  suspected  it  to  have  been 
drawn  by  General  Arnold,  and  that  it  was  intended  to  surnrize  me 
into  an  approbation  of  it.  M'  Mitchell  admitted  before  th^  Council 
the  above  fact— but  has  ouitted  it  in  the  sute  given. 
Indorted, 

1779,  rec«  February  27**  from  John  Mitchell,  Esquire,  state  of 
the  case  of  the  waggons,  and  the  President's  certificate. 

*  See  page  218. 
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1778.  Teams.  Northampton. 

October  4,  f  gone  to  Egg  )  Peter  Collier,  W.  M',  12  d%  d\ 
6,  \    harbour.     J  Abraham  Worthering,  18  d*,  d». 
Extract  from  Johfi  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  his  book. 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 

1778.  Teamg. 

October  10**,  (gone  to  Egg  harb)  Patrick  Matland,  W.  M'.,  10  d», 
Bucks  conntj. 

Extract  from  John  Mitchell,  B.  Q.  M.  G.,  his  book, 

<r.  MATLACK,  Secy 

1778. 

November  9**.  CoV  Ejres  called  to  inform  Coll.  Mitchell  that 
Adam  Foaike  has  sold  twenty  barrels  of  the  Oil.  Mr.  Foulke  says 
he  will  take  the  rem'r  at  first  cost,  and  advance  £2000  down,  and 
pay  the  remainder  as  he  sells  it. 

Extract  from  John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  his  book. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

1778.  ~ 

November  30.    Ord'  by  the  Gen'I,  acco**  of  10  waggons  employ* 
going  to  Egg  harboar  the  22"*  to  the  SO^^*. 
Abo  any  other  accounts  ag"^  the  Schooner  at  Egg  harboar. 
Extract  from  John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  his  book, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 


Skcbbtary  Matlack  to  Wm.  Shippbn,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Council  order  me  to  request  that  you  will  procure  and  fur- 
nish them  with  Uie  proceedings  of  Congress,  *daly  authenticated 
on  the  Councils  representation  to  Congress  of  the  conduct  of  Matthew 
Clarkaon  Aid  du  Camp  to  Gen^  Arnold  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  in  his  case. 

I  am  &c., 

T.  M.  sec'. 
Philad*  Feb^  26, 1779. 
Directed, 

To  hn'ble  Wm.  Shippen,  Esq'.  Delegate  of  Pensylvania  in 
•Congress. 

*  Sm  page  204. 
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Gen.  Gbobgb  Washington  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1779. 

Head  Qnarlers^  Middlebrook,  27tii  feby^  1779. 
DearffiT; 

It  is  very  probable  that  neoessitj  or  oholce  may  indaoe  ns  to 
undertake  some  offensive  operations  against  the  Indians  this  sum- 
mer, in  case  the  situation  of  affairs  on  the  sea-board  admit  of  any 
thing  of  this  kind.  At  all  events  it  will  be  neoessary  to  obtain  snch 
information  of  their  oonntry  and  the  avenues  leading  into  it,  as 
may  be  advanli^^eonsly  applied  nnder  favourable  oiroamstanoes. 

I  have  been  told  by  Charles  Stuart  Esq'  Commissary  Oen^  of 
Issues,  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  possession  of  aotoal 
surveys  of  the  waters  of  Susquehannah,  and  the  distances  of  tbe 
different  branches  across  to  the  Alleghany  river.  As  a  knowledge  of 
these  particulars  may  be  of  use,  in  giving  preferenoe  to  certeia 
routes,  or  in  forming  a  plan  of  operations,  I  shall  therefore  be 
obliged  to  you,  for  the  papera  alkukd  tO;  and  as  soon  as  your  con- 
venienoy  wilt  admit. 

I  need  not  mention  to  you  the  obtaining  them  in  a  manner  the 
least  liable  to  produce  ideas  of  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
wanted. 

I  am,  D  Sir 

your  very  hble  serv* 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, 
Private 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philad*.    G*  Washington. 


J.  M.  NssBiTT  TO  Pbbs.  Rbsd,  1779. 

Philad%  Feb' 27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

When  your  letter  for  Mess**  Morris,  Nesbitt  &  Co,  was  handed  me  I 
was  at  Dinner  or  should  have  given  it  an  Immediate  answer  or  have 
waited  on  you  to  have  known  the  Yessell  alluded  to  for  I  really  don't 
know  any  Yessell  in  which  Mr.  Morris  &  I  am  Concem'd  now  in 
port  fit  for  the  purpose  you  mention,  point  out  the  one  meant  & 
you  shall  have  an  Immediate  answer  in  respect  to  Her,  as  fiir  as  I 
am  Conoern'd  the  public  may  be  assumed  of  my  Consent  either  to 
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hire  or  sell  to  them  any  Yessell,  I  am  Interested  in  on  such  terms 
as  Indifferent  pencma  shall  Judge  reasonable.* 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Sir  your  most  obed* 

&  most  hum  Serv* 

J.  M.  NESBITl?. 
Directedj 

To  His  Ezoelleneyj  Joseph  Beed,  Esq^ 


Gbn.  Sullivan  to  Pass.  Bebd,  1779. 

Pirovidenoe,  Feb'  27, 1779. 

Sir, 

I  this  day  had  the  honor  of  your  fkrot  of  the  21  ult*.  The 
papers  alluded  to  as  I  know  noi  wheve  or  to  w4iom  they  might  be 
forwarded,  I  ordered  them  to  be  taken  Care  of  untill  Claimed  by  some 

Krson  who  had  a  Right  to  them.  I  now  put  them  into  the  hands  of 
d.  Bowen  Deputy  Quarter  M*  for  this  I)epairtment,  who  says  he 
will  forward  them  with  this  Letter  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obed*  Serv* 

JNO.  SULLIVAN. 

On  publick  Service. 

To  His  Exoelleiioy  OoTerftor  Seed,  PeasylvaniA. 

This  Letter  ft  the  papers  aooompany-  \ 

ing  to  be  forwarded  ^  ifarst  express  > 

Jno.  Sullivan,  M.  e.     ) 

*  Seopag^iaa* 
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Sboy.  Matlack  to  M.  Du^Simitibbb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'  28, 1779. 
Sir. 

I  beg  the  favour  of  yoa  to  translate  into  English  the  enclosed 
^petition  and  let  me  have  it  as  early  as  oan  do  it  with  conyenienoe 
to  yourself. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir  your  very  humble  Servant 

T.  M. 
M.  Du  Simitiere. 


GEOEaB  Ross  TO  Pbesident  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  just  now  rec^ved  your  polite  favour,  indonng  a  Resolve  of  the 
Hon'ble  the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  this  (^mmonwealth. 

Their  testimony  of  my  conduct,  as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty, merits  my  sinoerest  thanks,  and  I  assure  you,  gives  me  very 
sensible  pleasure. 

I  verily  believe,  on  the  great  scale,  that  the  Politicks  of  the 
Hon'ble  Council,  yours  &  my  own,  are  the  same.  And  tho'  there 
may^be  a  difference  of  opinion  about  some  articles  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, I  have  held  myself  bound  by  it,  Anore  especially  since  a 
Publiok  Compact  made)  and  the  Laws  that  nave  been  enacted  under 
it ;  and  shall  still  continue  to  do  so  untill  a  majority  of  the  People 

Srom  whom  only  authority  is  derived,)  shall  think  proper  to  alter 
e  same.    Holding  myself  always  at  Liberty  to  use  proper  methods 
for  procuring  such  amendments,  as  in  good  conscience  I  shaU  con- 
ceive will  procure  &  secure  to  the  people  more  Liberty  &  Happiness. 
With  those  sentiments  I  have  hitherto  served  in  Publick  Office, 
and  with  such  sentiments  I  have  no  objection  to  accept  the  Com- 
mission of  Judge  of  the  Admiralty.    Trusting  that  the  Hon'ble 
Assembly  will  make  adequate  &  suitable  provision  for  supporting 
the  office  with  Dignity  &  Honor.    You  will  oblige  me  by  returning 
-  ay^  tbanks  to  his  Excellency  &  Council. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  much  respect, 

y  very  humble  serv*, 

GEO.  ROSS.t 
1st  March,  1779. 

*  No  inclosore  found  with  this. 

t  He  was  appointed;  this  day,  Jadge  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  State^ 
under  a  late  act  of  Assembly.    See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  718. 
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John  Mitchell  to  Pbbsidbnt  Rbbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  1st  March,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  again  on  a  subject  which  has 
given  me  great  pain  and  uneasiness  of  mind.  I  had  flattered  myself 
that  my  Letter  to  year  Ezcellenoy  of  the  twenty-sixth  past,  with 
the  narrative  inclosed  for  the  Gonncil,*  wonld  have  been  satisfactory, 
and  have  removed  firom  the  minds  of  your  Excellency  and  the 
Conntnly  those  nnfavourable  Ideas  which  you  had  conceived  against 
me,  in  the  unfortunate,  and  to  me,  unhappy  affair  of  the  Waggons 
sent  by  General  Arnold  to  Egg  Harbour,  but  from  the  publication 
in  Mr.  Ihinlap^s  paper  of  the  27th,  I  have  the  mortification  to  find 
I  am  still  iuTolved  in  that  disagreeable  afiair,  and  have  not  been 
able  to  remove  the  opinion  of  the  Council  on  my  conduct ;  this  I 
feel  with  redoubled  force,  as  I  have  been,  and  am  sincerely  disposed 
to  giye  every  Satisfaction  in  my  power. 

It  was  truly  my  intention,  however  unfortunate  in  the  mode  of 
conveying  it,  to  give  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  a  clear  and 
Just  relation  of  the  several  facts  relating  to  that  affair.  I  have  no 
design  to  palliate  General  Arnold's  conduct  in  the  Business,  nor  in 
any  manner  to  conceal  such  facts  as  may  give  it  a  colouring  one  way 
or  the  other ;  but  being  sensible  that  I  had  in  some  measure  erred 
in  mj  own,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  I  should  state  it  in  a  worse 
point  of  view  than  my  conscience  told  me  it  deserved ;  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  have  appeared  to  endeavour  at  giving  it  a  colouring 
which  the  Council  think  too  fayourable,  I  should  4iope  for  an  indul- 
gent allowance  for  a  propensity,  so  natural  to  the  human  mind, 
whether  this  has  been  the  case  or  not  I  must  submit  to  their  candor; 
and  in  order  to  remove  every  unfavourable  Impression,  as  far  as 
may  be  in  my  power,  I  wUl  now  give  as  full  and  candid  a  relation  of 
the  whole  matter  as  I  am  able.  Perhaps  the  whole  appearing  to- 
gether may  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  detached  pieces  I  have 
already  given  at  different  Times. 

About  the  middle  of  October  last.  General  Arnold  sent  for  me. 
On  my  waiting  on  him,  he  informed  me  he  wanted  Ten  or  Twelve 
Waggons  to  CO  to  Egg  Harbour  to  bring  some  Goods  which  were  in 
danger  of  falling  into  the  Enemy's  hands,  and  that  he  would  pay 
the  expence.  I  informed  him  I  had  none  at  that  time  could  be 
spared  from  Pnblick  Service,  but  when  there  was,  I  would  send  the 
Waggon  Master  to  him.  He  asked  me  if  there  was  not  Waggons 
sent  to  Egg  Harbour  with  Forage  and  Provisions,  and  if  they  could 
not  bring  back  a  load  for  him.  I  answered  yes,  there  was  several 
Bent,  but  I  believed  they  were  now  returning — that  if  I  had  occasion  * 
to  send  any  more,  with  either  provision  or  Forage,  and  there  was  no 

*  Bee  GoL  Bee.,  Yoi  XI.,  p.  706,  708,  700,.  and  p.  160,  207,  of  this  Vol. 
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pabliok  stores  to  bring  up,  they  might  load  for  bixn,  and  it  would 
save  the  publiek  half  the  ezpenoe,  as  he  must  pay  the  hire  back. 
This  he  seemed  pleased  with,  bat  not  having  occasion  to  send  aoy 
of  the  articles  aE>ove  mentioned,  the  GenerS  sent  to  me  seYem 
times  to  know  if  I  could  let  him  have  the  Waggons.  My  answer 
was,  he  should  have  the  first  could  be  spared  without  Injury  to  the 
public  service.  On  the  22d  of  October,  Jesse  Jordan,  a  Waggon 
Master  from  Chester  County,  came  to  Town  with  Twelve  Teatas,  a 
memorandum  of  which  was  put  in  the  Memorandum  Book.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  Stores  being  forwarded  to  North  River, 
and  some  Continental  Teams  coming  in,  which  were  not  ezpeotedi 
and  the  General  beina  desirous  to  have  the  Waggons  sent  to  savs 
the  property  at  Egg  Harbour  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Enemy,  I  desired  Mr.  Jordan  to  go  to  Genml  Arnold,  who  wanted 
him  to  go  to  Egg  Harbour,  and  that  he  wou'd  pay  him  and  give  him 
his  directions.  Mr.  Jordan  accordingly  went  from  me,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, called  on  the  General ;  from  that  time  I  heard  nothing  farther 
on  the  subject  till  Mr.  Jordan  had  returned,  and  I  think  gone  homei 
when  I  asked  one  of  the  Clerks  if  he  heard  whether  Jordan  was 
paid  by  G^end  Arnold.  I  think  he  said  he  did  not  know.  I 
afterwards  saw  the  General,  who  told  me  the  Waggon  Master  had 
not  called  on  him  for  his  pay,  and  desired,  when  I  saw  him,  I  would 
let  him  know  or  words  to  that  purpose.  I  desired  my  Clerks  to  be 
careful  that  Mr.  Jordan's  hire  was  not  paid  in  my  office,  and  to  pay 
no  pay  rolls  without  my  approbation.  From  this  time,  about  the 
beginning  of  November,  I  heard  nothing  respecting  the  matter  that 
I  can  recollect,  till  the  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Council  wrote 
me  for  what  Information  I  could  fidye  them  respecting  the  Waggons 
sent  by  General  Arnold  to  Egg  Harbour,  to  whioh  zequeet  I  gave 
the  following  answer,  dated  the  19  th  January. . 


Philadelphia,  19th  January,  1779. 
Sir, 

I,  this  day,  received  an  order,  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Honorable  Council  of  this  State,  requesting  I  would  give  tbem 
infonoation  respecting  a  Brigade  of  Waggons,  under  the  oonduct  of 
Jesse  Jordan,  Waggon  Master  from  Chester  County ;  the  Goundl 
having  been  informed  that  I  sent  them  to  Egg  Harbour  to  convey 
private  property  to  this  City.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  |^ve 
your  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Council  every  information  you 
think  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  Publiek,  or  this  State  in  par- 
ticular, which  relates  to  my  office  or  the  business  of  the  Department, 
as  I  have  no  desire  to  conceal  any  part  of  my  oonduct  as  a  publiek 
officer,  having  conducted  the  business  under  my  direction,  with  In 
tegrity  and  Justice  to  the  pabliok.    The  foUowinig  are  the  State  o- 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1779.  216 

the  faeifl  required,  viz :  In  the  Month  of  October  last,  at  the  time 
the  Eoeny  had  knded  some  Troops  at  Egg  Harbour,  Gkoeral 
Arnold  desired  I  wonld  famish  him  with  a  Brigade  of  Teams,  which 
he  wanted  to  send  to  the  Jeneys,  and  that  he  would  pay  the  hire  of 
them,  they  being  wanted  to  remove  property  which  was  in  eminent 
danger  of  falling  into  the  Enemy's  hands.  I  informed  him  he  should 
have  the  Waggon  Master  of  the  first  Brigade,  which  cou'd  be  spared 
from  Pabliok  Service)  sent  to  him,  when  he  would  give  him  such 
orders  as  he  pleased.  Accordingly,  about  the  22d  of  October,  Mr. 
Jordan  w*  sent  to  the  General  to  receive  his  directions,  having  at  that 
time  sent  forward  a  laree  supply  for  the  army,  &c*.  When  Jordan 
returned,  he  was  desired  to  make  out  his  account  to  General  Arnold 
to  be  paid.  I  do  not  know  where  the  Loading  was  stored,  nor 
whose  property  it  was,  further  than  what  is  before  mentioned — a 
greater  number  of  Continental  Teams  coming  in  than  I  expected, 
enabled  me  to  comply  with  General  Arnold's  request  without  any 
inconvenience  to  the  Service.  If  there  is  any  thing  further  in  which 
I  can  satisfy  your  Excellency  and  the  Council,  I  will  wait  on  yon 
at  any  time  with  pleasure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  M. 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr. 


Which,  I  afterwards  learned,  they  sent  a  copy  of  to  General 
Arnold.  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Council  requested  General 
Green  to  direct  that  Mr.  Jordan,  a  Waggon  Master  in  his  service, 
might  be  sent  for,  on  which  I  sent  two  Expresses  to  enquire  if  he 
was  in  the  Quarter  Master's  Department,  and  if  so,  to  send  him  up 
to  wait  on  the  President  and  Couucil ;  but  they  returned  with  infor- 
mation that  he  was  not  in  the  Service ;  this  I  informed  his  Excel- 
lency of,  who,  if  I  can  recollect,  and  to  the  best  of  my  memory  and 
Teoollection,  said  the  Council  had  laid  the  matter  before  Congress, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to  send  again  for  him.  I  offered 
to  Bend  any  orders  of  his  by  Express  or  otherwise,  as  he  thought 
proper.  The  next  I  heard  of  this  affiir,  was  on  the  30th  January, 
when  Mr.  Jordan  came  to  Town  and  called  at  my  office.  I  told  him 
to  go  to  General  Arnold  for  his  pay,  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  and  ask'd  him  why  he  did  not  call  for  it  long  before  that  time. 
He  answered  he  had  been  sick,  and  could  not  come  to  Town,  and  I 
think,  said  he  was  sick  when  he  eame  from  Egg  Harbour.  I  told 
liim  he  must  wait  on  the  President  and  Council  before  he  left  Town 
— ^that  they  had  sent  for  him<*and  it  was  necessary  he  should  call 
oo  them.  I  also  asked  him  if  he  had  made  any  complaints  to  Col. 
Soyd,  and  for  what  reason  ho  did  make  such  complaints.    He  said 
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he  had  made  none,  nor  had  he  seen  Ool.  Boyd  ainoe  hia  return  from 
Egg  Harbour;  but  he  belieyed  aome  of  the  Waggoners  had  made 
some  complaint,  which  he  had  never  seen ;  on  this  he  went  from 
•me,  as  I  believe,  to  General  Arnold,  and  returned  with  a  Note  from 
him  to  me  as  follows,  viz :  '^  The  Waggons  were  sent  to  me  the 
''22d,  and  discharged  the  29th,  and  were  employed  Eight  days 
"  each,  is  96  days  a  r     "  N.  B.  If  Colonel  Mitchell  will 

^<  make  out  the  account  I  will  pay  it,  as  the  Waggons  were  not  sent 
''  in  on  purpose  for  me.  I  think  it  will  be  right  to  pay  only  for  the 
^<  time  they  were  employed.''    Signed^  B.  ARNOLD. 


Saturday. 
To  which  I  answered  Immediately. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Jordan  is  entitled  to  pay  from  the  day  he  left  home,  and  as 
he  was  not  employ'd  in  Publick  Service,  but  sent  to  you  on  his  arri- 
val, it  is  but  just  he  should  be  paid  by  the  Person  who  employed 
him ;  but  if  you  order  I  should  pay  auy  part  of  the  time  due  him 
for  hire  of  his  Teams,  I  will  obey  your  order. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  respect  sir, 

your  most  obed*  hu*  serv*, 

J.  MITCHELL. 
January  30th,  1779. 
To  the  Hon'ble  Major  General  Arnold. 


This  answer  was  sent  directly  to  the  General,  whether  Mr.  Jordan 
went  to  him  then  or  not  I  do  not  recollect,  but  on  producing  his  pay 
roll  I  found  he  had  charged  as  if  he  received  forase,  which  surprised 
me  much,  not  having  been  informed  or  knew  he  had  drawn  any 
Forage  for  more  than  one  day,  on  which  I  sent  to  the  Forage  Master  to 
knew  the  truth  of  it,  who  returned  me  an  account  that  he  had  drawn 
Forage.  I  then  desired  he  would  make  out  his  pay  roll  as  if  he  had 
not  Forage,  and,  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  Forage  to  Owen  Biddle, 
Esqr.,  Agent  for  the  C.  O.  of  Forage.  Mr.  Jordan  had  made  an 
account  out  for  two  days  more  than  he  was  entitled  to.  I  told  him 
of  it  and  the  mode  established  for  payment  of  Teams,  and  that  it 
was  agreeable  to  the  Waggon  Law  and  the  opinion  of  the  late  Wag- 
gon  Master  General,  James  Youug,  Esqr.  He  seemed  not  content^ 
with  this  deduction  of  two  days  at  first,  but  on  my  assuring  him  it 
*  was  the  usual  and  customary  time,  and  offering  to  show  him  seve^nd 
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pay  rolls  settled  agreeable  to  the  Law,  and  what  I  then  said,  and 
that  I  insisted  on  the  matter  being  settled^before  he  left  Town,  as  I 
wbhed  to  be  clear  of  any  farther  Trouble  with  it,  and  desiring  him 
not  to  negleet  to  eall  on  the  President  of  this  State,  and  informing 
him  where  he  lived.  He  asked  for  paper,  pen  k  Ink,  and  liberty  to* 
make  oat  his  pay  roll  in  the  offiee,  all  whieh  were  granted  him  ;  he 
seemed  to  me  perfectly  satisfied,  contented,  and  in  good  humour.  I 
assisted  him  in  bringing  out  the  amount,  and  I  believe  the  Clerk 
cast  it  np  for  him.  He  left  me  in  this  dbposition,  and  went  to 
General  Arnold  to  receive  his  money,  but  soon  letomed  and  said 
the  General  was  ottt.  I  told  him  to  call  on  him  again,  and  let  me 
know  if  he  refused  to  pay  him ;  from  that  time  I  never  saw  Mr. 
Jordan  but  once,  at  some  distance.  Q<aneral  Arnold  called  on  me 
on  the  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday  following — ^I  cannot  recol- 
lect which— 4ind  asked  me  if  1  knew  any  thing  of  Mr.  Jordan,  that 
be  wanted  to  pay  him,  that  he  was  going  out  of  Town,  that  he  wou'd 
leave  the  money  ^th  Major  Ckrkeon,  and  requested  I  would  send 
Mr.  Jordan  to  him  to  recdva  his  money,  bnt  if  he  would  not  eome, 
beg'd  I  would  send  for  Major  Clarkson,  who  would  bring  the  money. 
I  have  omitted  t«  Mention  in  the  proper  place  Ihat^  on  Mr.  Jor- 
dan's return,  he  was  told  %o  eall  on  G^eial  Ani<M  for  his  pay,  in 
answer  to  which,  he  said  he  wou'd  not  stay  at  that  time  te  make  out 
bis  pay  roll,  but  would  return  and  get  his  pay,  or  words  to  th«t 
purpose.  On  looking  at  a  Memorandtia  Book  in  the  office,  ke^^  ^ 
-assist  my  memory  and  my  Clerks  only,  I  saw  the  words,  <<p>ne  to 
Egg  Harbour  by  order  of  General  Arnold;"  opposite  to^^  word 
Jesse  Jordan,  W.  M.,  1*2  Teams,  Chester . County  as  her*^  put  down. 
I  told  the  Clerk  General  Arnold  did  not  give  me  orders  to  ^ei^j^^^f 
and  therefore  it  sbotdd  be  sent  to  Egg  Harbour  by  dire^^  n  th*' 
eral  Arnold,  which  he  immediately  altered,  "^"^Jg^^^n?  I  told 
other  Bide,  30th,  Jesse  Jordan  returned  fronfe^^rtL  .j-   «f 

«fter  th«y  hud  l^n  sent  to  Gi!i«r.J^,  it  out,  which  he  did  W 
Bpnecesaary,  Md  desired  he  wopkfeer  JmUn  wu  at  my  offioe  laet 
dnttely;  this  happened  the^,  heBent  te  let  me  know  le  wanted  a 

On  Greu'""-    *——••'--  ■•      ..    ~ 

Certificate 
As 

to  wains  Ohamher. 


fo  to  wailis  Ghamher.    He  told  me  what  be  sent  for  me,  was  to 
J  r^  *  Certificate  of  what  I  knew  lespeoting  the  Waggons  he 
«rl  to  Eg^  Harbour,  and  what  I  knew  nspeeting  his  desirrto  nar 
them,  as  the  Connoil  bad.  charged  bim  with  refusing  to  iwy  them 
V"*T!  X  tT^".!?'^  d«8'«>M  to  have  no  further  corsem  in  the 


of  itj 


It;  a  Copy  of  which  I  believed  he  had,  and  that  T  had  also  riven 
tommittee  of  Congress  what  Information  I  could,  that  I  would 
ireeJy  go  before  any  authority  that  had  j  right  to  enquire  into  it, 
VOlj.  VXI.— -10 
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and  give  my  Testimony,  bat  I  could  not  give  any  Certificate  or  bave 
my  name  io  the  pnblick  papers,  which  might  eubjeot  me  to  disa- 
greeable anawers,  as  the  papers  were  full  of  inv«ctive  and  abuse  en 
many  respectable  Characters.  He  said  it  was  very  cruel  aad  hard 
io  be  refused  a  true  state  of  the  matter,  and  showed  me  a  paper  he 
had  wrote— 'I  believe  reid  it ;  I  also  read  it,  when  he  asked  me  if 
it  was  the  true  state  of  the  matter.  I  answered  it  might  be  near 
it,  but  if  I  siened  any  I  would  write  it  myself,  that  the  words  were 
sot  Expreesea  as  I  woold  do,  if  I  save  any ;  but  still  requested  be 
would  not  insist  on  it,  and  wished  he  would  excuse  me ;  and  also 
said  I  would  relate  the  maMer  if  he  wo«dd  not  publish  it|  but  bis 
answer  waS'  that  would  not  do,  as  htf  wanted  the  faols  to  publish. 
I  endeavotred  to  excuse '  myself,  but  he  earnestly  xeouested)  as  a 
gentleman,  I  would  givn  him  a  state  of  the  matter,  and  requested  I 
would  take  the  paper  home^  and  send  him  a  Gertifieata^  I  told  him 
I  would  consider  of  it  and  let  him  know.  Oft  full  eonsideration'  I 
was  still  desirous  of  avoiding  any  thing  that  was  to  be  publisbed 
with  my  name ;  but  on  his  sending  to  me  several  Icmea  for  a  Cer- 
tiiicate,  I  wrote  one,  which;,  on  eensultin|^  wiUi  a  friend  whose 
opiiiion  I  eBteem6d*-«he  thought  it  an  improper  one--*on  which  I 
was  determined  to  give  »  Copy  of  my  letter  to  Hia.  fixoellency,  of 
Ae'I9th  January,  which  is  before  reoiled,  but  from  the  words  on 
SaHrday,  the  8^h  January,  as  recited  in  the  former  part  of  tbis 
narr^ve^  was  added  as  what  passed  respecting  thepaym«nt  j  tbis 
I  sent^  the  General,' who  returned  it' the  n^xt  mornkig,  desinDg  I 
would  se&d  hiifr  a  Certificate.  I  told  the  Oentlemaii  wha  brought 
^^^^uld  give  no  other  than  that  He  isaid  he  believed  it  woold 
not  ao.  I  atiswered  I  ooikld  do  no  morej  afterwards  the  paper  be 
PV  "®r.^teBt  for  (as  I  kept  no  Copy,  do  not  reooUect  the  Con- 
tents^,  wMon  ^  ^^^  The  O^eral  aftenrarda  called  on  me 
^^U^^no  othw'd  8^^  ^^  »  Certificate.  I  assiu^  him  I 
5?iio£J^^m;  SUryi*«*  he  wouU  exeuse  me ;  he  seemed 
SU);LS^^^  another  G«^m«\  injiueoce 

enced  by  any  one,W  only  wadw  I  aflser^  him  I  was^t  mflu- 
that  he  might  have  the  Letter  I  wi^  a^c«d  •^J  P^WlcatlOi^  but 
me,  as  I  thW*i  displeased,  and  thus  m^  He  tookit  and  left 
D  BO  oonvenitiii  with  the  General  <m  the  swtter  ended,  having 

On  the  18th  February  I  received  a  letter  frohiniiee. 
A    Q   M    G'l  ineleeing  a  Letter  from  the  Secretaf^oel  Pettitt, 
deA  a  Certificate  of  the  entry  of  the  Waggona  -enV^u^l, 
HarboS,  of  the  Ferriea  they  erossed  &  of  then  return,  to  wWU^ 
gave  the  Hllowitig  answer. 
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PhHadelphia,  18th  February,  1779. 
Pear  Sir, 

Id  answer  to  yours  of  this  morning,  I  bave  to  inform  yon  thai  I 
have  no  other  Entry  of  Jesse  Jordan,  W.  M..  than  a  Memorandum 
of  bis  coming  to  my  office  on  the  22d  October  last,  when  he  was 
desired  to  call  on  General  Arnold,  who  wanted  him  to  go  to  Egg 
Harbour,  that  he  would-  pay  him  and  give  him  directions.  From 
that  time  I  conceived  Mr.  Jordan's  Waggons  to  be  totally  dis- 
charged from  being  nnder  my  directions;  1  therefore  neither  gave 
him  orders  to  go  to  any  Ferry  or  any  kind  of  Instructions,  l»ut  what 
is  mentioned  above.  I  do  not  know  at  what  Ferry  he  passed  either 
going  or  retarding.  I  shall  at  all  times  most  cheerfuily  give  the 
President  and  Council  every  Information  nnd  satisfaction  on  this  or 
any  other  Transaction  in  my  depart  meat,  Which  they  may  require; 
all  that  I  know  of  the  matter  I  have  communicated  to'  them. 
I  am  with  sincere  esteem. 

Dear  Sir, 

yourSy  &c., 

J.  M. 
To  Colonel  Charles  Pettitt,  A.  Q.  M.  G'l. 


On  the  20th  February,  Colonel  Pettitt  called  on  me  for  a  Certi- 
ficate of  the  entry,  as  it  was  esteemed  by  the  Qounoil  to  be  ode. 
I  gave  him  one  Immediately ;  on  the  22d  I  received'  another  Letter 
from  Colonel  Pettitt,  requesting  I  would  give  a  Certificate  of  an 
entry  of  discharge  of  the  Waggons,  or  that  there  was  none ;  to  this 
I  gave  the  following  answer,  viz  : 

Dear  Sirj 

I  received  your  note  of  this  morning — am  sorry  to  find  the  Hon- 
ourable President  and  Council  should  think  any  information  was 
withheld  from  them  by  me  or  any  Gentleman  in  the  Departmeut. 
I  am  conscious  I  have  never  refused  or  delayed  giving  them  any 
information  that  was  required.  My  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  was  as 
full,  and  conveyed  every  intelligence  I  could  give  vou;  there  is  no 
entry  of  discharge,  or  of  Mr.  Jordan's  Teams,  or  any  other  entry 
whatever,  save  the  one  I  gave  you  the  20tb  Instant,  which  Was 
fully  contained  in  mine  of  the  18th — the  reason  was  there  fully 
explained. 

I  am;  Dear  Sir, 

yours,  &o., 

J.  M. 

To  Colonel  Charles  Pettitt,  A.  Q.  M.  O'l. 
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On  tbe  23d  Instant  Colonel  Pettitt  called  on  me  to  ask  me  for 
the  Memorandum  Book  to  show  to  the  Council.  I  told  him  he 
should  have  any  Book  I  had  with  pleasure.  From  this  time  till  the 
25th,  when  I  was  directed  to  appear  before  Council  bj  their  order 
of  the  24th,  as  they  intended  to  proceed  against  me,  agreeable  to 
the  Resolve  of  Congress,  dated  the  9th  Febrttary,  1777.  I  waited 
on  his  Excellency  as  soon  as  he  was  ready  to  see  me,  and  gave  tbem 
every  Information  in  my  power,  and  I  believe  as  far  as  my  recol- 
lection carries  me,  nearly  agreeable  to  what  is  herein  contained. 

This  affair  has  given  me  infinite  pain ;  whatever  errors  or  inad* 
vertenoies  I  may  have  committed,  I  can  truly  and  solemnly  say  were 
not  intentionally  wrong,  and  I  hope  your  Excellency  and  tbe  Ooan- 
cil  will  consider  it  in  Uiis  point  of  view,  and  favor  me  so  far  as  to 
excuse  those  erroneous  parts  of  my  condnet  in  this  affair,  and  be  to 
indulgent  as  to  prevent  any  publication  respecting  me,  as  it  may  do 
me  the  greatest  &  most  important  Injury.  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
grant  me  this  proof  of  your  tenderness  &  Indulgence.  I  have  and 
will  freely  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  give  you  satisfaction. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obed*  hum*  serv*,  , 

JOHN  MITCHELL, 

D.  Q.  M.  m. 

Directed, 
Xo  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 


OirtiiSTiAN  WiRTz  T.  M.  Lanc'b,  to  Pres.  BbbD)  1779. 

Lancaster,  March  Ist,  1779. 

Sir, 

Being  appointed  Town  Major  of  this  Borough  by  the  Hon'Ue 
Council  of  this  State,  I  think  myself  in  duty  bound  to  relate  tbe 
Circumstances  in  some  degree  attending  the  Guards,  Stores  &o.,  of 
this  place — On  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy  into  this  State  the  great- 
er part  of  the  Stores  were  removed  from  Philadelphia  here  in  Con- 
-  sequence  of  which  Store  Houses  were  Built  for  s*  purpose,  since  the 
Enemy's  Evacuation  from  the  City,  the  Stores  have  been  removed 
back  and  but  a  very  trifling  Quantity  remaining  here  although  re- 
quiring the  same,  number  of  guards  as  if  they  were  entirely  filM- 
My  reason  for  taking  your  attention  to  this,  is  That  I  have  the 
greatest  Difficulty  in  acquiring  the  guards  necessary  for  the  poets  in 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779.  221 

tbia  GarrisoD  from  GoL  Galbraith,  Lieu*  of  the  OonDty,  who  Id- 
forms  me  that  he  has  bo  many  Draughts  in  the  different  parts  of 
this  County  as  Guards  to  Continental  Stores  and  magazines  that  he  is 
often  at  a  loss  to  compleat  the  Quota  for  this  Post,  whereas  if  they 
were  Colleoted  and  depossited  here,  the  Storehousses  and  magazines 
wonld  be  large  enough  to  hold  'em  and  the  same  Guard  that  do 
duty  here  now  would  be  a  sufficient  number  to  secure  the  jfhole. 
This  would  save  a  vast  expence  and  Trouble.  I  have  stated  the 
Case  to  the  Board  of  War  and  am  in  hopes  they  will  take  into 
Consideration. 

lam 
your  most  Obedient 
and  very  humble  Serv* 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ. 
Town  Major,  of  Lanea'. 

Rec'd  11  March,  &  ord'  to  be  oommnnicated  to  the  Board  of 
War. 

Directed^ 

To  his  Ezoelleney  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
EjLeentive  Goancil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolutions  of  CoNGRsse,  1779. 

In  Congress,  March  2, 1779. 

The  Board  of  War  having  represented,  that  Application  has  been 
made  to  the  board  for  Arrearages  of  Clothing  due  to  two  Regiments 
for  the  Year  1777,  and  that  other  Regiments  in  the  Service  have 
similar  demands,  which  ought  to  be  adjusted  and  paid  with  all  the 
Dispatch  compatible  with  the  Prevention  of  Frauds  to  the  United 
States: 

B^^lved, 

That  a  proper  Person  be  forthwith  appointed  and  commissioned, 
to  settle  and  pay  all  Accounts  of  Arrearages  of  Gloathing  due  to  the 
Troops  of  these  States  for  the  Tear  1777 : 

That  this  Commissioner  be  authorised  to  call  on  the  Gloathier- 
General  and  his  Deputies,  for  immediate  and  exact  Retams  of  all 
Clbathing  by  them  issued  Ibr  the  Tear  1777,  shewing  at  what  Times, 
to  whom,  and  for  whose  Use,  the  same  was  issued ;  which  Returns 
the  Cloathier-Oeneral  and  his  Deputies  are  directed  to  make  accord^ 
ingly.    The  Gloathiers  in  the  several  States  are  also  desired  to  make 
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to  the  said  Commissioner  similar  Returns  of  ,all  the  Gloathing  by 
them  issued  for  that  Year^  on  Aocount  oif  the  United  States;  and 
the  Governmentfl  of  the  States  respectively  are  requested  to  give  the  ' 
Orders  and  Assistance  necessary  for  this  End.  And  aU  Officers  of  the 
Army  who  have  received  Cloatfaing  for  the  Troops,  either  of  any  ' 
Oontinental  or  State  Gloathier,  or  by  Purchase  or  Impressment;  are  ' 
directed  to  render  to  the  commissioner  aforesaid  a  Return  of  the 
same,  and  account  witb  him  for  their  due  Application :  ' 

That  the  Commitnder  in  Chief,  and  Officers  commanding  at  any 
separate  Posts,  do  forthwith  cause  tbe  Cap^ins  and  Officers  com- 
manding Companies  in  the  Troops  under  their  immediate  Command 
to  make  out  the  Accounts  of  their  respecdve  Companies,  specifying 
the  Names  of  the  CiaindiBts  still  in  the  Service,  where  they  are, 
what  they  have  received,  add  what  is  still  due ;  these  points,  in  Cases 
of  Doubt,  to  be  ascertained  by  a  particular  Enquiry  of  the  Officers, 
Don-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates  of  each  Company.  The 
Acoounts,  thus  formed  and  ascertained,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
Regimental  Pay-Masters,  who  shall  draw  them  into  a  general  One, 
and  settle  the  same  with  the  Commissioner  aforesatl;  and  the 
Commissioner  shall'  certify  the  Sums' due  on  such  Accounts,  and 
to  whom;  whereupon  Warrants  shall  be  issued  for  Payment,  ia 
like   Manner  as  for  the  monthly  Pay   of  the  Troops: 

That  the  said  Regimental  Pay-Masters  pay  the  Arrearages  afore- 
said to  the  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  themselves,  or 
their  Representatives,  to  whom  they  are  due ;  and  account  with  the 
Commissioner  aforesaid  for  the.KtQoigs  they  received  for  that  Use, 
producing  the  Receipts  of  the  non-commissioned  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  or  their. Representatives,  as  Vouchers,  Apd  if,  upon  such 
Accounting,  there  shall  appear  to  be  Monies  in  any  Pay-Master's 
Hands,  received  for  non-com  missioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  who 
afterwards  died  or  deserted,  the' said  Commissioner  shall  certify  the 
same  to  the  Pay-Master  Generi^l,  or  his  Deputy  at  the  Post  where 
t(ie  Regiment,  of  such  JPay-master  is  stationed,  to  whom  he  ahull 
pay  over  all  such  Monies  remaining  in  his  Hands  : 

That  all  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  entitled  to  the 
Qontin^ntal  Bounty  of  Cloathing,  whp  served  in  the  Year  1777,  bat 
sre  not  now  in  the  Service,  and  their  Representatives  in  case  of . 
Death,  shall  also  receive  the  Arrearages  due  for  such  Cloathing ; 
provided  they  produce  or  transmit  to  the  commissioner  aforesaid' 
Acoounts  thereof,  properly  authenticated  by  the  Certificates  of  the 
Officers  under  whom  they  immediately  served,  or  other  sufficient' 
Evidence.    And  the  said  CommisstoneiBy  being  satisfied  therewith, 
ai^all  certify  the  Sums  dae  on  those  Aoodunts;  whereupon  Warrants 
shall  isBue  as  aforesaid  for  Payment. 

That  aa  in  the  Coursp  of  this  Enqiairy  it  may  appear  that  the 
Cloathing  issued. to  divers  non-Commissioned  Offic^nt  aii4  Soldiers 
for.  the  Year  1777  exceeds  the  Bounty  allowed  by  Congress,  the 
]teg\«iefitf4  Paj-Mf^tojcs  shall  enter  the  Barnes  of.  such  in  two  8e£a- 
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rate  Rolls,  for  the  lospeotion  of  the  Commisaioner  aforesaid,  who 
shall  transmit  one  of  them  to  the  Pay-Master  General,  or  his  Deputy 
at  the  Post  where  the  Regiments  may  happen  to  he,  and  the  other 
to  the  commanding  Officers  of  the  Regiments  to  which  snoh  non- 
commissioned Officers  and  Soldiers  belong,  who  shall  thereupon  be 
put  under  Stoppages,  by  Order  of  such  Commanding  Officers,  to  the 
Amount  of  the  Surplusages  of  the  allowed  Bounty  ;  for  which  the 
Regimental  Pay-Masters  shall  account  with  the  Pay-Master  General, 
ot  his  Deputy  aforesaid,  upon  efery  Application  for  the  Regiment's 
monthly  Pay. 

That  the  said  Commissioner  be  permitted  to  employ  one  or  more 
Clerk  or  Clerks,  to  assist  him  in  ezeoating  the  Commission  aforesaid^, 
aa  the  Basioess  shall  require. 

-  That  the  said  Commissioner  be  allowed,  while  in  actual  Service,  the 
oime  Pay  and  Subsistanoe  as  an  Auditor  in  the  Army ;  and  that  he 
be  appointed  by  and  accountable  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  continue 
in  Office  so  long  oply  u  they  shall  think  proper;  and  that  his 
Clerk,  if  the  Board  of  War  shall  deem  it  to  be  necessary  he  should 
be  allowed  one,  have  the  same  Pay  and  Subsistanoe  as  is  granted  to 
a  Clerk  of  an  Auditor  of  Accounts  in  the  Army. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes^ 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary.* 


Sbo.  T.  Mjltlack  to  M^.  Gsn.  Arnold,  1779. 

Philadelphia^  liaroh  4t,  1779. 
ffir, 

In  the  publication  ordered  by  the  Council,  }/lr,  Templeton,  of 
New  York  is  named  as  a  person  to  whom  Miss  Levyf  was  to  apply ^ 
by  your  direction.  I  give  you  this  notice,  to  afford  you  an  opportunity, 
oi  showing  any  reasons  you  may  be  possesed  of  why  his  name  ought 
to  be  conoealed|  conceivbg  it  possible  that  you  may  have  such 
reasons. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant 

T.  M.  Sec^. 
Directed, 

To  Major  Oen^  Arnold. 

*  From  a  handbill. 

t  See  Col.  Eco.,  Vol.  XI.»  p.  676. 


224  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779. 

Phes.  of  Cokgrss  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1779. 

Philadelphia^  5th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

Inoloaed  in  a  Letter  of  the  4th  iDst,  from  the  HoD'ble  George 
Brjan  Esq^  Vice  PresideDt  of  the  EzecutiTc  Council  of  this  State, 
I  received  Six  Bonds  taken  on  the  issuing  of  Six  Commissions  for 
private  Ships  of  War.* 

He  informs  me  that "  there  were  several  applications  for  like 
<' Commissions  then  made,  ft  if  I  should  think  proper  to  put  a 
*^  further  number  in  their  Hands  they  should  be  aeeountad  for/' 

Your  Ezoellencj  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  Six  Blank  Com- 
misaionB  for  private  Ships  of  War,  and  a  like  number  of  Bonds  & 
Instructions. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  great  Kespect 

xour  Excellency's 

Most  Obd*  Servant 

JOHN  JAY,  President 
Directed, 

To  His  Ezcellenoj  President  Beed. 


Major  Obk.  Arnold  to  Seo*t  Matlace,  1779. 

Head  QuaitdXB,  Philada.,  Sth  M aroh,  1779. 
Sir. 

My  Bequest  to  Miss  Levy  to  apply  to  Mr.  Templeton  was  for 
Purposes  of  Importance  to  the  United  States,  I  therefore,  for  his 
sake,  wish  his  name  may  not  be  mentioned  publicly,  as  it  will  doubt- 
less operate  to  his  prejudice  and  personal  safety  in  New  York. 

If  Council  think  proper  to  publish  the  Circumstance  of  Hiss 
Levy's  being  directed  to  call  on  a  Gentleman  in  New  York,  at  my 
Bequesti  I  hope  they  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  observe  it  was  on 
Business  of  a  public  nature,  and  designed  to  promote  the  Interest  of 
the  United  States. 

I  am,  Six,  your 

hble  Servant, 

B.  ABNOLD. 

DirecUdy 

Mr.  Timothy  Matlaok,  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

(Beoeived  March  5, 1779. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

•  See  Col.  Roo.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  714. 
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Counjcil  to  Thomas  McEsak,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelpbia,  5th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

Incloaed  I  transaiit  to  jon  a  Letter  lately  written  by  Samuel  B. 
Ffeher,  of  this  City,  to  his  Brother  Jabea  Mand  Fisher,  now  or  lately 
a  Trader  under  the  proteetion  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  The  inimical  principles  of  the  author  are  suffi* 
fliently  disoorered  throughout,  but  there  are  some  informations 
oonYeyad  in  it  that  appear  to  this  board  to  call  for  legal  reprehension 
&  punishment  liVith  y«  design  of  taking  your  sense  of  the  ffuilt  of 
Mr.  Fisher,  it  is  put  into  your  hands,  with  this  farther  reman:  only, 
that  Oen.  Maxwell  has  sent  it,  as  an  intercepted  Letter,'*'  found  on 
a  person  going  into  New  York. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  yery 

obed.  Serv* 

G.B.,'V.  Pwsid*.    . 
Directed  J    ' 
To  the  Hon.  Thos.  McEean,  Esq. 


V.  P.  George  Bryan  to  Gen.  Washington,  1779. 

Philadelphia^  5ih  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  acquaint  y'  Excellency  that  Council  have 
declined  recommending  persons  desirous  o(  passing  into  the  Enemies 
Lines  from  this  State,  &  have  referred  back  to  Congress  a  business 
wherein  they  found  others  in  public  stations  intenering  without 
any  reprehension  from  that  honourable  Body,  altho'  the  irregularity 
has  been  laid  before  them  several  months  since. 

At  the  same  time,  this  board  ever  watchful  of  the  public  safety  & 
happiness,  think  it  behooves  them  to  communicate  to  you,  their 
suspicions,  that  Mr.  Paul  Zanztnger  of  the  Burrouffh  of  Lancaster, 
in  this  State,  merchant,  who  is  lately  gone  hence  for  Camp,  has  a 
design  of  getting  liberty  to  pass  into  New  York.  For  this  purpose 
He  will  probably  set  forth  his  desire  to  visit  his  father-in-law  the 
Bfcv^  Mr.  Thomas  Barton,  now  in  that  City.    When  you  know  the 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  729 
10* 
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Oharaoter  &  Conduct  of  thia  DiTinei  Your  Exoellenoy  will  jodgs 
better  of  snob  a  request.  Mr.  Barton  has  long  been  a  miasionary, 
stationed  at  Lancaster,  by  the  Society  in  England  for  propagating 
the  Gospel.  It  is  believed,  that  Be  has  been  very  instramental  in 
poisoning  the  mind»of  his  parishioners,  who  are  generally  of  very 
disaffected  principles,  as  to  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain. 
His  late  conduct  in  refusing  to  give  the  common  proofs  of  allegianoe 
to  this  State^  &  abjure  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  k  m  taking  the 
benefit  of  the  indulgence  T)f  our  Legblature,  which  allowed  him  to 
■ell  his  lands,  &  retire  as  he  said  to  Europe,  but  above  all  his  aoeept- 
anoe  of  a  ohaphiiney  in  a  British  Begiment  at.  New  Tock,  (as  is 
eredibly  reported  here)  &  thus  actively  joining  the  Enemy,  confirm 
the  woiBt  Ideas  that  have  been  entertained  m  this  Gentleman.  I 
would  suggest  that  Mr.  Zanzinger  is  a  Trader,  who  has  never  mani- 
fested much  attention  to  the  present  contest,  k  very  likely  to  be 
drawn  by  interested  Tiews  to  a  mart  where  European  merohandiies 
are  sold  at  prices  inviting  to  men  who  seek  profit  merely. 

Mr.  Z.,  18  probably  accompanied  by  a  son  of  Mr.  B*,  a  yonng 
gentleman,  lately  returned  from  England,  where  he  has  been  weaned 
of  all  fond  attachment  to  that  corrupted  Country,  &  brorght  to  see 
the  happiness  &  independence  of  North  America  in  their  proper  light 
&  connection.  Touag  Mr.  Barton  is  a  much  clearer  character  with 
nsy  than  his  Brother-in-law,  &  as  such  I  venture  to  mention  lumi  i 
lam. 

May  it  please  y'  Ex' 

y  most  obed^  and 

very  hum.  Serv't, 

G.  R,  V.  P  * 
Directed^ 
To  His  Bzcellency  General  Washington,  at  Camp. 


John  BEOwir  to  Tms.  Rbto,  1779. 

Pittsfield,  7th  Manh,  1779. 
Sir,  '  ' 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  Copy  of  an  impeachment  ag*  Oen>  Arnold, 
who  found  Means  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  and  by  the  help  of 
some  extraordinary  minds,  to  evade  a  tri&l.  I  wish  I  could  say  that 
Congress  had  been  less  concerned  in  this  Matter ;  perhaps  at  this 
Day  they  may  be  of  my  opinion,  altho'  they,  contrary  and  in  direct 
violations  of  the  Lfnvs  Military,  and  antecedently  by  them  established 

*  See  answer,  Ifarch  10,  p.  216. 
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Ibr  tile  Regalatioii  of  tha  Ariiij,  gave  Qen^  Arndd  a  Sham  trial 
»  CoDgresB  witkout  giving  me  the  least  Notioe.  Bat  as  I  have 
stated  this  matter  anew  to  Congress,  shall  give  year  hon'  no  further 
elaim  than  tosoggest  that  the  last  Charge  in  the  impeaohment  oan  now 
he  fatly  supported,  whieh,  tho'  trifling  oonneeted  with  Oen^  Amohi's 
eharaoter,  yet  might  affeet  that  of  a  better  man.  The  other  Charge* 
might  be  ohieflj  supported,  tho*  the  £videnee  is  now  mnob 
disstpated. 

I  ti^  the  Liberty  to  nse  this  Freedom  on  the  presumption  of  n 
probability  of  these  charges  having  been  suppressed  in  your  state  ; 
Gen*  Arnold,  I  am  told,  was  ia  high  Bepnte  at  that  time  in  y* 
Middle  and  Southern  States. 
I  am^  Sir, 

most  Respectfully, 

jour  hon."  most  Obedient 
humble  Servt. 

JN*  BROWN. 

N.  B.  Since  the  writins  this  Letter,  have  been  hon^  with  a 
Letter  from  the  hou*«  T.  Matlack,  Esq.,  with  pamphlets  and  Charges 
ag*  G.  Arnold,  inclosed,  for  which  I  take  this  opportunity  to  return 
that  Gentleman  my  most  hearty  and  sincere  thanks.  Can  assure 
your  bon'  that  I  am  extremely  happy  to  hear  that  so  great  a  Villian 
is  at  last  detected,  or  the  old  proverb  verefy'd,  "  give  a  Thief  length 
of  Rope  and  he  will  hang  himself."  Shall  accept  it  as  a  peculiar 
fiiv'  that  the  hon^^  M'  Matlaok  transmit  me  the  Remainder  of  the 
trial  and  issue  of  the  Impeachments  exhibited  by  the  hon^>*  Council. 
Expect  to  be  in  Philadelphia  soon,  at  which  time  shall  do^  myself 
the  hon'  of  making  some  acquaintance  with  your  hon*'^  particularly 
on  the  subject  of  Oen^  Arnold;  of  whioh  your  Seo'y  has  been  pleased 
to  &?'  me  with  a  Copy. 

Am;  &c.; 

B. 

Hon>*  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 


Board  op  War  xo  Pres.  Rjbep,  1779. 

War  Office,  March  8, 1779. 
Sir, 

Since  we  last  had  the  Honour  of  speaking  with  your  Excellency  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Sounding  the  Deleware,  we  have  conversed  with 
Gkneral  Da  Portailand  Col.  La  Radiere  on  the  Matter.  This  we  did 
with  a^  much  Delicacy  as  possible  to  the  keeping  the  Sounding* 
secret    The  resale  was,  that  General  Du  Portul  will  noi  make  a  Phm 
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unless  he  has  himself  made  the  Survej  &  SouDdings  of  the  River.  He 
says  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  the  Basiness  properly,  unless  the  Per- 
sons direoting  it  are  well  acquainted  as  well  with  the  Depths  as  the 
genend  Views  of  the  Engineer  who  is  to  plan  the  Fortifications. 
That  he  can  complete  the  Business  in  a  few  Dajs,  whereas  Persona 
not  acquainted  with  Engineering  will  take  up  several  Weeks  to  make 
what  will  be  but  an  imperfect  Report  of  the  Situation  of  the  River. 
He  must  have  four  Persons  ('Engineers)  to  assist;  but  none  are  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  Deptns  except  himself  &  Col.  La  Radiere, 
who  will  be  in  a  Boat,  &  the  others  on  the  shores  of  the  River  with 
Instruments  to  take  the  exact  Bearing  &  situation  of  the  Boat  at  the 
End  of  every  Time  agreed  on,  as  they  will  all  have  Watchesor  Time 
Pieces  sett  exactly  alike.  On  the  whole,  he  thinks  it  a  very  scien- 
tific Operation,  and  is  8ati.sfied  that  it  will  be  best  b  most  secretly 
done  by  himself  than  in  Any  other  Way.  He  is  anxious  to  proceed 
to  Camp,  first  having  fulfilled  Q«neral  Washington's  orders  as  to 
making  a  Plan  of  the  River.  We  have  thought  it  best  to  state  what 
he  says  to  your  Excellency,  that  if  you  had  not  substantial  objections 
you  may  be  pleased  to  expedite  the  proper  orders  for  the  Business 

ring  on,  as  it  only  now  waits  for  yours  and  the  Councirs  Consent 
Assistance. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  order  of  y •  Board. 
Directed, — On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  &c.|  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  J.  M,  Nksbitt  &a,  1779. 

fttf> 

Our  Anxiety  to  comply  with  the  Wishes  of  the  Trading  Interests 
to  do  something  for  their  Protection,  induce  ns  to  remind  you  that 
it  is  now  a  week  since  we  requested  to  know  whether  Capt  Conyng- 
ham's  Vessel  could  be  bad  for  the  above  purpose.  We  have  men- 
tioned her  to  the  House  of  Assembly  as  one  we  have  in  View,  & 
therefore  should  be  glad  to  be  ablo  to  satisfy  them  whether  she  is 
attainable  &  on  what  Terms. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hble.  Serv. 

J.  R.  Pr. 
Direciedf 
To  M'  John  Maxwell  Nesbitt,  &  others,  merohanta. 
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Pbbs.  Eebd  to  Board  of  Wab,  1779. 

In  Goanoily 

Philad*,  MaroE  8, 1779. 

OentlemeQ, 

I  received  jonr  Farotir  of  this  Day  respecting  the  sounding  the 
Biver,  and  have  laid  it  before  the  Council.  We  are  senaible  of  the 
Delicaoj  of  the  Baainessy  &  if  there  was  nothing  hot  Punctilio 
should  easily  sacrifice  it  to  the  apparent  advantage  of  Oen.  D'Portail'a 
Adviee  &  Assistanee.  Had  he  oommunioated  the  Principles  upon 
which  he  began  &  proceeded,  very  probably  no  Difficulties  would 
have  occurred.  We  would  be  far  from  assuming  upon  this  or  any: 
other  occasion  more  than  was  justly  our  due,  but  we  think,  intrusted 
as  we  are,  that  no  Fortifications  should  be  erected  or  the  Depths  of 
onr  BiTcr  sounded  &  known  but  by  our  direction  or  at  least  with 
our  Knowledge.  Gen.  Washington,  During  his  Stay  in  Town^ 
never  mentioMd  anv  thing  upon  the  subject,  &  Gen.  Portail  has 
evidently  pass'dus  by,  even  seeming  to  dislike  our  making  any 
Inqoiries  for  ourselves,  &  the'  not  refusmg  yet  omitting  to  give  us 
his  Company  on  the  occasion.  Our  Apprehensions  may  perhaps  be 
unnecessary,  but  we  assure  you  they  did  no4  rise  with  ourselves,  but 
out  of  Doors  many  respectable  Citisens  having  testified  their  dislike 
of  opening  the  most  important  Secrets  of  our  Defence  to  Perscna 
who  have  no  natural  Interest  in,  or  attachment  to  the  Gountiy.  We 
canoot  help  also  recollecting  that  a  Map,  made  by  the  Direction  & 
at  the  Expense  of  the  State  &  rery  complete  in  its  Kind,  having  been 
lent  to  your  Board  on  a  former  Occasion,  cannot  now  be  found,  & 
we  have  some  reason  to  fear  it  has  been  sent  abroad.  As  Maj' 
D'Portail  has  made  a  Map  of  the  Country  on  both  sides  adjacent 
to  the  Btver,  we  doubt  not  you  will  from  that  direct  the  one  mislaid 
to  be  replaced  for  our  particular  use. 

We  are  very  sensible  of  the  linger  of  losing  Gen.  DTortail's 
Aasistance,  as  we  well  know  the  Tenderness  of  these  Gentlemen,  & 
will  therefore  consider  farther  should  any  Expedient  occur  we  will 
rMbdily  adopt  it;  but  Gkn.  D'Portail  or  any  other  must  make  his 
Views  more  known  to  us  in  future,  if  he  expects  our  Permission 
nraeh  more  our  Assistanee  in  matters  of  this  nature  within  the  State. 
i  am  Gent., 

Tour  most  obd.  hum.  Ser., 

JOS.  BEEDy  Pres*. 
Directed^ 
To  Honorable  Board  of  War^  Present 
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Pres.  Reed  to  Board  op  War,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  8»,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

Col.  Smith,  a  Member  of  our  Board,  having  returned  to  ihl$  City 
ihro'  the  Town  of  Lebanon,  informs  us  that  160  Militia,  exolnsive 
of  officers,  are  now  doing  Duty  at  that  pkee  &  Lanoaater,  to  the 
Terj  great  Inconvenienoe  &  Ptejndioe  of  the  Conn  try,  from  the  loss 
of  their  Labour  &  Absence  from  their  Farms.  We  eondei?e  it  per- 
fcotly  unnecessary  tor  the  foil*  Reasons : 

1.  That  you  hav«  a  Beg*  of  iBLorae  sistioned  at  Lansaaler,  not 
doing  any  Milituy  duty  whatever. 

2.  There  is  no  Neoesnty  or  Propriety  in  keeping  ammusiition  at 
Lebanon  as  Lancaster  has  more  suitable  Buildings,  &  Lebanon  is  ao 
exposed  that  should  a  stroke  be  made  on  the  Frontiers  that  place 
would  be  a  Frontier  in  a  very  short  Time.  It  would  be  best  to 
remove  the  whole  of  these  Stores,  over  which  a  Guard  ia  necessary, 
to  Lancaster,  where  your  own  troops  would  have  very  ensy  Duty  in 
keeping  up  the  whole  Guard. 

8.  The  Militia  are  oonsumlng  the  ProvisionB  whioh  will  be  indis- 
pensably  seoessary  for  the  Troops  if  any  Ei^itioB  ia  to  be  ouried 
mi  ag*  die  Indians,  k  indeed  are  now  maoh  wanted. 

4.  There  is  a  Beaolve  of  this  Boani  ag^  calling  out  any  Milida 
while  Gen*  Arnold  continues  in  Command  in  thia  State,  upon  which 
we  are  determined  to  act,  k  shall  thetefore  decline  oailing  out  any 
Relief  of  the  present  Guaud ;  but  shall  forbear  any  proeeedings  at 
this  Time,  that  you  may  have  Opp'  to  give  your  own  Orders. 

Ool.  Smith  has  alse  repreeented  ia  very  strong  Toms  the  Abase 
&  Distress  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State  by  Gen.  Pnladu's  Corps. 
b  Pennsylvania  to  be  forever  scoured  by  that  undiaeipyned  & 
irregular  Corps  without  Redress  I  or  must-we  be  drove  to  aotnal 
Tiolence  &  resistance.  They  fbra^  indiaoriminateiy  &  take  whtfe* 
ever  they  want  f^em  the  poor  temfied  Inhabitants,  many  of  whom 
atrongly  impressed  by  the  Terrors  of  military  Violenoe  in  Europe, 
submit  to  the  spoilmg  of  their  goods  A  Insult  to  their  Person  without 
oomplaining,  while  others  resent  it  in.  open  Clamour  &  Complaint,  & 
will  soon  probably  redress  themselves. 

We  had  some  Complaints  some  Time  ago  ag*  this  Corps  which  we 
suppressed  upon  assurance  from  Gen.  Green  that  they  should  be 
removed  from  this  State,  &  they  were  actually  on  their  Way,  when 
General  Pulaski  countermanded  them.  We  do  not  know  the  Keasons 
nor  are  they  material,  but  we  are  resolved  to  submit  no  longer  to 
such  insupportable  grievances. 
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We  expect  jonr  Board  will  take  effectual  Measures  for  our  Relief 
k  which  we  do  not  apprehend  can  be  done  bat  bj  removing  them 
oat  of  the  State,  as  Gen.  Green  promised. 
I  am,  Genty 

Yours,  &o. 

Xc tiers  are  carried  down  to  your  own  Offices  upon  this  subject 
whieb  we  understand  correspond  witb  the  above  Relation. 


PsBB.  Bksd  to  Prss.  of  CoimciL  of  Mass.,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Pbilad%  March  8%  1779. 
St, 

Your  favour  of  the  14*^  January,  would  not  bave  remained  so  long 
ananswered,  but  that  I  expected  to  have  been  able  to  make  one 
aioie  satisfactory  k  acreeable.  In  our  proclamation  for  laying  the 
Embargo,  we  followed  tbe  Resolve  of  Congress,  which  only  made 
an  flzosptkm  in  favour  of  Flour  going  to  the  supply  of  tbe  Fleets  or 
Armies  of  Franoe.  A  partial  Relaxation  of  it  by  our  own  authority 
might  therefore  give  Umbrage  to  tbe  neighbouring  States  who  would 
suppose  we  were  pursuing  a  gainful  Traffic  while  their  Trade  was 
in  this  Article  restrained.  We  therefore  waited  some  Time, 
txpeeting  some  Proceedings  in  Congress,  as  it  was  intimated  that 
your  Dekgates  had  some  Advice  upon  the  Subject.  We  have  heard 
nothing  from  them  as  yet  However,  that  nothing  might  remain 
unessayed  by  us  towards  a  Compliance  with  the  Request  of  yout 
Hoo.  Board  we  transmitted  your  letter  to  the  Hon.  House  ^of 
Assembly  of  this  State,  in  whose  bands  the  Constitution  has  lodged, 
the  Power  of  laying  or  removing  Embargoes  during  their  tesslon. 
And  as  we  would  on  all  occasions  wish  to  demonstrate  our  very  sin- 
eers  Regard  &  Affection  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  we  shall 
most  cheerfully  concur  on  our  part  &  carry  into  Execution  any 
Measure  framed,  to  promote  its  Comfort  &  Happiness. 
I  am  with  due  Regard, 

Hon'bi  Sir,  Your  Most  obed 
&  Tery  Hu'ble  8er?« 

Dirtcted, 

To  the  Hon'ble  Jeremiah  Powell,  Esqr.,  Presd*  of  the  Oouacil  of 
Hissachusetts  Bay. 
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Board  ot  War  to  Pres't  Rkbd,  1779. 

War  Office;  Mtrch  9th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  hoard  have  been  honourechwith  jour  letter  of  jeaterdaj,  aod 
in  answer  to  that  part  relative  to  the  Militia  &  the  Stores  at  Lebanon 
we  beg  leaye  to  inform  you,  That  the  board  desirous  of  placing  those 
stores  in  a  situation  more  secure,  to  ease  the  militia,  as  much  as 
possible,  from  the  burthen  of  military  service,  and  save  expense  to 
the  States,  long  since  ordered  enquiry  to  be  made  of  the  praotica* 
bility  of  removing  them  to  Lancaster.  But  at  that  time  the  quan- 
tity was  so  great  as  to  render  their  removal  exceedingly  difficult  and 
expensive.  Besides  the  magazine  at  Lancaster  was  not  sufficient  for 
their  reception,  and  another  building  suitable  for  them  was  occupied 
by  the  Clothier  general,  since  then  the  supplies  have  been  drawn 
from  thence  rather  than  from  other  magasines,  with  a  view  to  render 
their  removal  more  easy,  and  on  the  26th  ulto,  the  board  directed 
Col.  Flower  to  prepare  them  for  removal  as  soon  as  the  roads  would 
admit,  having  Lancaster  in  view  as  the  place  of  deposit,  orders  for 
their  actual  removal  will  be  given  accordingly.  Until  then  we  re- 
quest the  guard  of  militia  may  be  continued. 

Enquiry  will  be  made  immediately  of  the  condition  of  the  light 
dragoons  at  Lancaster;  and  if  they  are  adequate  to  the  duties  of  the 
post,  the  militia  may  soon  be  relieved.  But  we  are  apprehensive  of 
some  difficulty  on  this  head.  The  board  were  not  inattentive  to  the 
public  interest  in  this  regard,  having  long  ago  endeavoured  to  get 
the  duty  of  guards  at  Lancaster  performed  by  the  horse.  But  Lieu* 
Col.  White  who  then  commanded  them,  gave  such  reasons  against 
the  measure  as  induced  the  suspension  of  orders  for  that  purpose. 
Perhaps  most  of  the  objections  are  by  this  time  removed. 

Of  that  part  of  your  Excelleocy's  letter  relative  to  General  Pn- 
l&eaxs  corps,  a  copy  has  been  taken  &  inclosed  to  him  this  day  in  a 
letter  from  the  board  on  the  subject,  a  copy  whereof  we  have  the 
honour  to  send  you  herewith. — ^The  Count  some  time  since  reoeived 
orders  to  march  to  South  Carolina,  in  consequence  of  which  he  has 
collected  his  corps  at  York  Town  from  whence  he  will  in  a  few  days 
proceed  on  that  route.  The  board  have  an  equal  abhorrence  with 
your  Excellency  &  the  hon^**  Council  of  the  abuse  of  military  power 
complained  of  as  exercised  by  that  corps,  and  will  on  all  occasions, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  discourage  and  prevent  such  irregular 
&  oppressive  practices. 

Your  Excellency's  other  letter*  respecting  the  sounding  the  river 
has  also  been  rec'.— You  and  the  hon^'*  Council  will  permit  us  to 
express  our  regret  at  the  intervention  of  any  obstacles  in  the  executioia 
sf  a  businesa  so  highly  interesting  to  the  United  States  in  genera] ^ 

•  See  page  229. 
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and  to  ihia  State  in  particular.  But  jou  aay  you  will  oonsider 
farther— we  impatientlj  wait  the  result  of  jour  deliberatioQ8|  aa 
Gen.  dtt  Portail  will  aoon  returo  to  camp. 

Aa  to  the  map  lent  to  this  hoard,  we  perfectly  rememher  its  heing 
soon  retarned  to  us  by  Col.  LattBioy,  the  engineer  who  used  it,  as  not 
antweriDg  (or  bat  in  a  small  degree)  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
borrowed ;  and  we  are  also  well  satisfied  from  our  recollection,  that 
it  was  sent  back  to  the  Council,  or  their  secretary.  Nevertheless,  we 
shall  very  readily  oommunioate  to  your  honourable  board  General  da 
Portail's  map  as  soon  as  we  are  ^nished  with  it,  as  we  will  with 
every  other  matter  in  our  power  which  we  think  will  be  useful  to  the 
State,  or  which  you  may  rei^iiest. 
We  bare  the  honoar 

to  be,  with  great  respeot 
your  Excellency's 

most  obed.  Servants, 

By  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

From  Colonel  Timothy  Pickering  by  order  of  the  Board  of  War 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  (}en.  Pulaski. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pensylvania. 
War  Office. 


BoAKP  OP  War  to  Bma.  Gen.  Count  Pui.iA8Ki,  1779. 

War  Ofiice,  March  9,  1779. 
Sir^ 

We  have  the  honour  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  our  letter,  ft  an 
extract  of  another,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  your  corps  in  your ' 
absence.  We  hoped  that  all  such  grounds  of  complaint,  had  long 
since  ceased.  But  as  those  mentioned  corespond  with  foilner  reports 
we  cannot  avoid  giving  some  credit  to  them.  The  complaints  are  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  demand  a  strict  enquiry,  at  the  same  time  they 
should  lead  you  and  your  officers  to  maintain  a  striet^  diseipline  in  the 
Corps.  This'  the  peace  k  quiet  of  the  Citizens  of  these  States  as 
well  as  the  honour  of  the  Corps  indispeiisibly  demand.  Tuu  will 
saffer  us  Sir,  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  European  officers  diverting, 
themselves  of  European  Ideas,  while  they  serve  in  America.  The 
Inhabitants  of  these  States  are  unused  to  the  severe  exertions  cf 
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General  Roberdbau  to  Secretary  Matlack,  1779. 

March  10th,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  know  your  masy  avocatioDBy  and  yon  need  no  apology  for  for- 
geting  a  trifle.  You'll  be  pleased  to  send  me,  ^  Bearer,  two  Mag- 
azines and  the  rough  Draft  of  Evidence  against  John  Walters,  & 
oblige.  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obed^  hum"  serv*, 

DAN'L  ROBERDEAU. 
DirecUd^ 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Head  Quarters,  Middlebrook,  10  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  5th  instant. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  that  attention  you  discover  to  pre- 
vent  any  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  which  might  be  attended  with 
doubtful  circumstances.  I  had  taken  my  measures  with  the  gentle- 
men, which  are  the  objects  of  your  information,  before  I  received 
your  letter,  and  restricted  them  to  our  own  lines  at  Elizabeth  Town 
point,  where  they  had  liberty  to  see  their  friends  if  they  could 
obtain  leave  to  come  over.  This  I  imagined  a  sufficient  security 
againsfc  any  consequences,  which  might  be  apprehended  from  a  more 
liberal  indulgence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  most  hum^  serv*, 

<?••  WASfflNGTON. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esqr. 

*  See  page  226. 
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Gbk.  St.  Claie  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Camp  at  3f illstone;  March  llth,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  find  tbere  is  a  great  deal  of  Money  due  to  the  Soldiers  of  the 
different  RegimeDts  from  the  fUcruiting  Officers  on  account  of  their 
Bountys  which  the  Officers  sny  they  could  not  receive  in  Philadelphia 
there  being  then  no  money  in  the  Treasury.  The  State  Bountys 
cannot  be  paid  here  at  any  Kate,  and  the  Auditors  will  pass  no  accounts 
for  the  Continental  Bountys  because  the  officers  have  not  settled 
their  accounts  with  the  State,  and  the  Men  are  damorons  about  it 
Their  Bountys  should  certainly  be  paid  and  it  would  perhaps  be  well 
enough  to  send  here  the  accounts  of  the  Recruiting  Officers  for  set- 
tlement, as  it  will  be  inconvenient,  their  going  to  Philadelphia,  as 
well  as  very  expensive.  1  Imow  not  whether  tnis  will  answer,  and 
only  throw  it  out  as  a  hint,  that  the  accounts  might  be  sent  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  Regiments^  and  they  be  required  to  settle 
them  for  their  respective  Corps. 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  so  often  but  if  we  can  once  get  things 
right,  we  will  endeavour  to  keep  them  so.     There  is  a  very  large 
sum  due  to  Colonell  Stewarts  Regiment,  as  he  will  probably  be  soon 
in  Philadelphia  you  will  undoubtedly  see  him. 
I  have  the  honour 

to  be  Sir,  your  most 

obedient  humble  Servant, 

A'.  ST.  CLAIR. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


BBSOLI7TION8  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLT,   1779. 

la  Genenl  Assemblyt 

Of  Pennsylvania,  March  11th,  1779. 

The  House  entering  upon  the  consideration  of  the  defence  of  this 
State. 
Resolved, 

That  the  several  pai^rs  upton  that  subject,  now  in  the  poesession 
of  this  House,  be  transmitted  to  Council,  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  them  to  concert  with  Congi^ss,  and  with  Gen.  Washington  the 
necessary  measures  for  that  pur^^oso^  and  this  iluusu  will  provide 
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Funds  to  eoabla  ConDoil  to  carry  raoh  concerted  ipeasures  into  exe- 
cution 80  far  aa  of  right  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  this  State. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  jr.  * 

Glk  of  Oen.  Ass'y 


Pebs.  Rbkb  to  Capt.  Stiles,  1779. 

In  Oounoil, 

Philad%  March  11th,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Season  of  tbe  Year  now  admitting  &  the  publick  Service  re- 
quiring that  we  should  put  ourselves  in  the  best  Posture  of  Defenee 
we  have  directed  Mr.  Henry  to  deliver  over  to  you  all  the  small  arms 
Gun  Barrells,  Ammunition  &  other  Stores  not  merely  Naval.  And 
we  request  yon  would  immediately  employ  auitable  Persons  to  pat 
in  complete  Repair,.  A^  Order  all  the  small  arms  you  have  or  can  col- 
lect. The  Gun  BarreUs  to  be  stock!dy  Accoutrements  &o.,  to  be 
provided  ao  aa  to  be  in  Readiness  for  Service  as  soon  as  ipa^  be. 
X  ou  will  also  make  Inquiry  if  there  are  any  arms  of  good  Quahty  to 
be  purchased  in  the  City  or  elsewhere,  within  our  Reach  &  suggest 
any  other  Measures  which  may  have  occurred  to  you  to  obtain  a  sup- 
ply competent  to  any  reasonable  contingency.  From  your  former 
attention  &  oare  we  doubt  not  every  thing  will  be  done  in  your  powbr 
to  comply  with  our  expectations  &  Desires. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

very  Hble  Serv*, 
J.B. 
Directed, 

To  Capt.  Joseph  Stiles. 


pRBS.  Reed  to  Mr,  Holeer  Consul  of  S'rance,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  11th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  the  9th  Inst  has  been  duly  received  ft  attended 
to.  The  only  Measures  in  our  Power  wonld  be  to  issne  a  Prodama- 
tton  for  apprehending  the  Persons  described  in  your  Letter.    Bat 

*  See  CoL  Beo.  Vol.,  Xt,  p.  718. 
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we  are  fully  of  Opioion  tbat  an  AdrertiaeoieDt  giving  a  more  par- 
ticular Description  of  the  Men  &  offering  a  Reward  would  be  much 
more  effectual,  We  do  not  mention  this  aa  declining  any  assistance 
wbicfa  paUick  Authority  can  si  je,  but  as  expressive  of  our  Opinion 
of  the  most  efficacious  Remedy,  because  we  shall  chearfully  exert 
erery  legal  Power  to  comply  with  your  Desire  in  the  fullest  Extent 
if  upon  further  consideration  yon  think  our  Aid  is  necessary. 
I  am  with  great 

Respect  &  Regard.  • 

Sir,  yonr  obed.  Hble  Sy'i. 
Directed, 
To  Mr.  Holker  Consul  of  France. 


Pass.  Rbed  to  Major  Gborqb  Henbt,  1779. 

In  Council,  ... 

Philada.,  March  lltb,  1779. 

ffir,  

The  Season  of  the  Tear  admitting,  &  the  publick  Service  requiring 
it,  we  have  directed  Capt.  Boys*  to  get  the  ^Gallies  ready  with  all 
Expedition^  &  to  call  upon  yon  for  such  -articles  of  R^airs  as  are 
absolutely  necessary  recommending  Economy  in  the  strongest  terms. 
You  will  therefore  supply  them  out  of  the  Naval  store  with  what  is 
wanted,  or  purchase  it  &  employ  such  Carpenters  &  other  Workmen 
to  make  the  repairs  indispensably  necessary.  We  would  wish  to 
'  have  the  Store  overhauled  k  a  return  m«de — aHthe  small  armS|  Oun 
BarreUa,  Ammfinition  Jko^y  delivered  over  to.  Oapt.  Stiles  &  the  rest 
put  up  ia  0Qoh  manner  aa  you.tbink  best,  It  is  our  Desire  also  that 
the  Onus  &  other  Military  stores  at  Trenton  or  elsewliei-e  be  brought 
down  with  all  eanvenient  speed  &  the  whole  of  the  Publick  Stock 
colleeted  together  ait  one  Place.  There  is  a  24  or  18  pounder  at 
Rordentown  belonsing  to  Mi\.  Joseph  Leonard  of  Monmouth  which 
having  been  offered  to  ns  we^hall  take  &  satisfy  Mr.  Leonard  when 
he  calls,  his  Friend  Mr  Searle  made  the  offer  for  bjm.  In  short  we 
would  wish  you  to  exert  yourself,  as  the  Pefence  of  the  River  is 
Matter  of  common  concern  &  we  shall  all  stand  culpable  before  the 
ptiblick  if  thro'  any  Omission  of  ours  the  Enemy  should  make  a  sue- 
ceaeful  Incursion  upon  us. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv't, 
J.  R. 
Directed. 

To  Major  George  Henry. 

*  See  OoL  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  717. 


240  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779. 


Pass.  Rbbb  to  Col«  Bull,  1779. 

In  Council; 

«    Philada.;  March  11th,  1779. 

Sir, 

From  the  Expectation  yon  gave  me  yeeterday,  The  Connoil  will 
depend  upon  jour  procuriog  a  Number  of  Hands  under  the  Direction 
of  a  suitable  Person  to  repair  the  Banks  of  Mud  Island.  I  should 
be  glad  you  would  let  me  know  where  I  could  send  to  you  ocoasioD- 
ally,  as  I  fancy  we  shall  have  Occasion  for  your  Serriees  in  some 
more  extensive  way. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

Obed.  HbbL  Serr'ty 

J.  B.* 
Directed^ 
To  Col.  John  Bull. 


Pbbsidbnt  Eeed  to  Captain  Boys,  1779. 

In  Connoil,  Philadelphia,  March  11th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  season  of  the  year  now  admitting,  ft  the'pnbKek  8er?iee 
requiring,  you  will  have  the  Oallies,  under  your  Command,  got 
ready  with  all  expedition.  You  will  apply  to  Major  Oeoq^  Henry 
for  such  articles  ft  Repairs  as  are  absolutely  neoessary,  ft  the  great 
expence  attending  all  disbursements,  will  require  the  utmost  Phi- 
deuce  &  Oeconomy ;  &  as  the  Board  have  great  Relianee  npon  your 
Care  ft  Attention,  we  doubt  not  your  utmost  exertions  to  answer 
our  expectations. 

I  am  sir, 

your  obed^  hum*  serr^ 

JOS.  REED,  Presid*. 
Captain  Boy8.f 

♦See  Co).  Reo.,  Vol.  XT.  p.  717. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  717. 
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Mabinb  CoMMiTTiiB  OF  CoNaBBSS  TO  Pres*  Bbed,  1779, 

BUM  Howe,  Marck  12, 1779. 
8fr, 

I  bave  the  bonor  to  inform  your  Exoalleiioy  that  upon  a  fnll 
eonsideration  of  the  oomplicated  afiain  of  the  Cotter  BeveDge,'*'  it 
has  been  thought  proper,  and  so  it  is  determined  bj  OongresB,  that 
the  Vessel,  with  her  guns,  apparel,  &c.,  ahall  be  sold  at  publio 
auction.  And  the  Marine  Committee  has  direeted  that  the  sale 
shall  be  made  at  the  Coffee  House,  next  Wednesday  evening. 
I  have  the  honor  to  h(f, 

wit)i  much  esteem  and  respect^ 

your  SzoeUencies  mos*  ob^, 

&  very  hvtm*  eerv*, 
EICHAB»  HENRY  LEE, 

Chairman  M.  0. 
Directed, 
To  bis  Exoelleney  President  Beed. 


DsposmoK  OF  John  Gardkeb,  1779. 

On  tba  Tw«mh  day  of  Mareh,  A.  D.  1779,  before  me,  Plnnkeft 
Fkeffoo,  Bsqmre,  one  of  the  Justiees,  &c.,  came  John  Oacdincnr,  of 
Westnantmel  township,  in  the  County  of  Cheater,  and  being  duly 
■worn,  deposed,  and  said  That  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January  last, 
bo  entered  into  t^e  Continental  serviee  with  five  teams,  at  forty 
•biliinga  per  diem  for  eaoh  team,  to  be  fbnnd  forage  for  the  horses, 
and  one  ration  per  diem  for  eaeh  driTer.  Four  of  the  said  teams 
to  be  cottlinnBd  in  tbe  serviee  two  montbsi  and  one  of  them  at  bis 
own  discretion.  That  ha  took  loading  at  Downings  town  on  the 
saioe  day,  and  came  to  Philadelphia.  That  he,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  the  same  month,  was  ordered  by  Major  Lusk  to  get  ready  to 
go  to  MorrifB  town,  and  went  down  to  Colonel  Mitchells  and  obtained 
an  order  for  forage  and  provisions  for  the  journey,  and  having  drawn 
bis  forage,  he,  the  deponent,  went  back  again  to  Colonel  Mitchells, 
where  there  was  a  Captain  Hunt,  who  enquired  of  Colonel  Mitchell 
whether  the  Waggons  were  ready  for  him,  to  which  Colonel  Mit- 
chell replied,  Here  is  the  Waggon  Master  who  is  to  go  with  yon. 
That  the  deponent  then  went  down  with  Major  Lusk  to  the  sign  of 
the  Indian  King,  where  they  met  with  the  aforesaid  Hunt,  and  then 
went  into  Water  street  and  loaded  at  the  store  of  one  Mr.  Nixon. 

«  See  CoV.  Bec.^  Tol.  XI.,  p.  720,  721. 
Vol.  VIL— 11 
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That  deponent  then  oame  np  to  Colonel  Mitcliell  and  drew  m  sum 
of  money  from  the  said  Mitohell  to  support  him  on  his  jonmey,  in 
oases  where  he  could  not  obtain  forase  and  provisions  from  the  ood« 
tinent.  That  deponent  then  asked  Colonel  Mitchell's  clerk  for 
his  orders,  to  which  the  clerk  replied,  there  was  no  occasion  for 
orders,  as  he  had  already  got  his  loading.  That  deponent^  on  his 
arrival  at  Morris  town,  delivered  his  loading,  consisting  of  Rum, 
Sugar,  Coffee  and  Brandy,  to  the  said  Captain  Hunt,  at  Benjamia 
Arnolds,  at  Morris  town.  That  deponent  observing  the  receipt  for 
the  said  goods  was  signed  Jesse  Hunt,  and  recollecting  that  it  was 
usual  in  cases  of  like  kind,  for  officers  to  write  their  title  of  oflGlce, 
he  requested  Hunt  so  to  do,  which  he  declined,  saying  that  he  did 
not  put  any  title  to  his  name.  That  deponent  observed  the  said  mer- 
chandize, were  not  marked  as  he  thinks  public  stores  usually  are, 
and  that  Jesse  Hunt  wate  very  particular  in  exan^ining  into  the  proof 
of  the  rum,  &c.,  before  a  receipt  was  given  for  the  same — a  precau- 
tion which  is  not  always  taken  in  case  of  public  stores.  That  after 
delivering  his  loading,  deponent  applied  to  the  Quarter  Master  for 
an  order  for  forage,  which  the  Quarter  Master  hesitated  to  gjve  him, 
expressing  a  doubt  of  his  loading  having  been  public  property, 
whereupon  deponent  showed  him  the  entry  of  those  waggons  is  to 
public  service,  which  the  Quarter  Master  said  was  sufficient  to  justify 
him,  and  the  order  was  accordingly  granted.  That  deponent  drew 
forage  and  rations  both  going  and  coming.  That  deponent  was  then 
ordered  to  the  C4mp  where  the  Maryland  troops  lay.  That  on  de- 
ponents return  to  Trenton  he  saw  in  the  New  Jersey  paper  an 
advertisement  of  Bum,  Sugar,  £c.,  to  be  sold  wholesale  and  retail 
hj  the  aforesaid  Benjamin  Arnold,  at  Morris  town.  That  when  the 
Waggoners  were  loading  at  Philadelphia,  they  were  not  well  pleased 
that  Captain  Hunt  offered  them  nothing  to  drink,  as  the  weather 
Was  cold,  and  they  thought  a  dram  was  neoessary,  whereupon  they 
hesitated,  and  said  it  waii  not  their  basiness  to  risk  the  loading  of 
such  kind  of  goods,  whereupon  the  said  Hunt  procured  porters  to 
load  the  Waggons,  and  paid  them  as  if  the  goods  had  been  private 
property.*    And  farther  th^  said  deponent  said  not. 

JOHN  GARDNER. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Philadelphia,  the  day  aforesaid,  after  this 
Deponent  had  carefully  examined  the  Contents  of  this  written 
Deposition,  &  directed  the  alterations  made  therein. 

PLUNKET  FLEESON. 
*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  721. 
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Pbbsident  of  CoROBxas  TO  Pbbsidsrt  Bbbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  12th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

T'ni  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  10th  Instant^  for  recruitiog  the  armj. 

The  Virtae  &  Perseverance  displayed  by  the  Citizens  of  America 
in  the  coarse  of  the  war,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  determi- 
nation to  obtain  the  great  objects  of  it 

Force  and  Power  in  the  field  are  necessary  to  render  us  safe  at 
bomO;  respectable  abroad,  and  sncces^ul  in  negotiation. 

As  there  is  great  reason  to  expect  that  this  Campaign,  if  sno- 
eessfnl,  will  be  the  last,  I  am  penmaded  the  different  States  will, 
the  more  chearfnlly,  adopt  every  measore  which  may  be  necessair 
to  render  the  issue  of  it  honorable  to  the  American  arms,  and  auspi- 
cions  to  American  Liberty  and  Independence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  great  respect, 

jour  ExeeUenqyv 
most  obed*  serv*, 

JOHN  JAY,  Prendent. 

To  hia  Sxcdlency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr. 


Sbc't  Matlaok  to  Gomm'rb  of  forfbitbd  Estatbs,  1779. 

'  Philadelphia,  12th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  is  become  necessary,  that  the  Inventories  k  other  returns  of  the 
forfeited  Estates,  whether  real  or  personal,  vested  in  the  State  by  the 
Act  of  Assembly  intituled  '<  An  Act  for  the  attainder  of  divers  Traitors 
if  &c.,*'  should  be  compleated,  the  personal  sold&  the  proceeds  thereof 
transmitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth.  It  is  wished 
that  you  review  the  instruotions  formerly  sent  to  you  by  this  board 
fat  your  eonduet  in  this  business,  k  compare  the  same  with  the 
returns  hitherto  made  to  the  Register's  office,  k  see  whether  any  de- 
ficiency has  happened.  At  the  Supreme  Court  which  aiti  in  April 
neiLt,  the  state  of  all  forfeited  ph4>erty  will  bd  calM  for,  in  order 
Bot  enly  t»  satisfy  the  Gredkovsi  bat  also  to  anftble  the  Ooutt  t» 
provide  for  the  wives  k  children  of  the  attainted,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  merciful  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 
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Besides,  as  Council  has  reoommended  to  the  Legislatare,  that  the 
sale,  of  tke.  real  Estate  forfeited  by  the  Tndtor  should  be  hastened  by 
a  supplement  to  the  Act  aboyement'i  this  is  an  additional  motive  for 
thip  <»11. 

If  therefore  there  be  any  Estate,  or  property  of  this  nature  passed 
over  by  you,  or  the  other  agents  of  yonr  County,  or  any  returns 
Called  for  by  your  instructions,  which  have  not  been  made,  or  not 
sufficiently  particularized,  you  are  desired  to  ^supply  the  deficienoy 
without  farther  delay,  by  transmitting  the  necessary  information  to 
T.  M.,  Esquire  the  Register. 


Maithbv  Ix?mx  to  Prss't  Bbid,  1779. 

PUlada.,  18th  Mardi,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  aoquahitiog  your  Excellency  that  no 
farther  progress  can  be  made  in  Rigtng  the  New  Ship  without  Bal- 
last, the  Workmen  are  now  I«Ua.  Th^  owners  therefore  request 
your  Excellency  wiU  let  them  kuom  whether  you  will  take  them 
or  not. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

most  obedL  4  humble  S^v't, 

MATTH'W  IRWIN.* 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  Prerident  of  the  State  of  Penn« 
sylvania. 


REsoLXTTiosrs  OF  Gekbral  Assembly,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 

Saturday  March  13th,  1779. 

The  following  raeobitions  reported  by  the  oommiitee  appointed  to 
cleviso  some  plan  for  anpplyiag  the  troops  of  this  State  with  neoea- 
aaries^&eP.,  weae  read  aaooMid  tioMand  heiag  debated  and  towidersd 
w<e»e  agreed  to,  ris^ 
let.  Reaolted, 

That  in  «oneidention  of  the  servieee  rendered  by  the  said  troops, 
mA  l»  i^wfe  n  mmth  as  poeeiMe  Mie  weooveiiienoefl  to  which  they 

*  Seewnrerpi^S^d.         .  . 
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are  at  present  subjected,  to  every  officer  of  the  PeDDsylTania  line  who 
by  a  reaolntion  of  Congress  of  shall  be  entitled  tq  receive 

half  pay  during  seven  years  after  the  termination  of  the  present  war 
the  half  pay  to  be[  continued  by  this  State  from  the  end  of  the  said 
seven  years  for  and  during  the  Jife  of  every  such  Officer. 
2ndly  Besolved, 

That  the  present  mode  of  diatribotiiig  to  the  Officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  the  several  articles  voted  by  this  House  at 
their  last  Sessions  at  prices  in  a  certain  ratio  or  proportion  to  the 
original  cost  be  discontinued,  and  instead  thereof  they  be  delivered 
to  them  at  the  following  determinate  zates^  viE*^ 

West  indie  ram  at 6e.      per  gallon* 

Muscovado  Sugar  at  .        •         •        • .        8s*  9if«  pev  pound* 

Coffee  at  .....     3<.  9d,  ditto. 

Tea  at  .    »        .        .         .        .        12s.         ditto. 

Chocolate  at 8s.  9d.  ditto. 

Hard  Soap  at Is.  Sd.  ditto. 

Tobacco  at >  9d.  ditto. - 

Srdly  Resolved, 

That  to  every  Officer  of  said  troops  a  compleat  suit  of  regimental 
nniform  be  furnished  every  year  by  this  State,  to  be  charsed  to  the 
offiqer  i^  the  price  for.whieh.the  said  imifecm  nigift  kare  peea  pur- 
ehased  at  the  commencement  of  the  War. 
4th]y  Resolved, 

Thut  the  lands  which  may  be  granted  within  this  State  to  officers 
aod  soldiers  serving  in  the  troops  of  the  State  in  consequence  of  a 
reaolntion  of  Congress  of  September  the  sixteenth,  1776,  ehaU  be 
exempted  from  taxation  whilst  they  continue  in  the  possession  of 
8uoh  officers  or  soldiers,  and  before  any  alienation  thereof  made  and 
not  after. 

6thly  Resolved^    '  ^ 

That  from  sfnd  after  ihe  passing  of  this  resolve  the  widows  of  the 
efl&cers  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  service,  who  have  died  in  the 
service  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  or  who  may  die 
during  the  continnande  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  half  of  the 
pay  whieh  their  husbands  were  respectively  entitled  to,  whik  in  the 
service  during  her  widowhood. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
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Pbb8't  Bsbd  to  Messrs.  Irwik  &;  Co.,  1779. 

In  Coimoil^  % 

Philada.,  Mareh  13th,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  yonrs  tbis  Morning,*  I  assure  jon  nothing  but  absolute 
Necessity  oould  hare  obliged  as  to  keep  you  so  long  in  suspeDoe.  It 
was  necessary  to  etate  the  Matter  to  the  House  of  Ass^^,  in  a  Tery  few 
Days  a  deoisi?e  answer  will  be  given,  in  the  meantime  we  ooald  wish 
if  it  is  consistent  with  your  Plan  k  Tiews  that  the  Rigging  ci  the  Ship 
may  go  on  &  every  Expenoe  willl>e  allowed  in  Case  &»  State  should 
determine  it  neoesBary  to  take  her. . 

I  -am  Sir,  your 

obed.  Hbbl.  Sery't. 

Directedp  

Messis.  Irwin  &  Co^        • 


PUSIDKR  BlSD  TO  PRMIDSirT  Of  OoH«BB88y  1779. 

In  Council. 

Philada.,  March  13th,  1779. 
Sir 

One  Frederick  Verner  a  Subject  of  this  State  was  tried  last  Sum- 
merf  by  a  Court  Martial  upon  a  Charge  of  being  a  Spy  for  the  British 
Army  ft  condemned  to  suffer  Death.  Some  Doubts  arising  respecting 
the  Sufficiency  of  the  Evidence  as  well  as  the  Legality  of  the 
Tryal  he  has  remained  ever  since  in  the  State  Prison.  An  Opp' 
now  o&rs  of  exchanging  him  for  a  Person  under  a  like  Sen- 
tence passed  at  New  York  in  Consequence  of  an  Attempt  to  bring 
over  to  us  a  Vessel  loaded  with  Goods  much  wanteo|  among  us.  The 
regular  Forms  of  Law  in  this  case  we  apprehend  may  be  dispensed^ 
with  if  your  Hon.  House  will  direct  the  Gaoler  of  the  State  Prison 
to  deliver  Verner  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  k  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  farther  charged  or  troubled  with  him. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

obed.  Hbbl.  Serv't 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honble  John  Jay,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  page  244. 

t  See  YoL  YL,  p.  718,  also  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  720,  721 
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J.  M.  Nbsbut  to  P&bb.  Rud,  1779. 

Philada.,  March  ISth,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  nueh  obliged  to  Ooaneil  for  their  eo  soon  AmiiBhiiiff  me  w^ 
their  resolution  in  answer  to  my  Beqaest  in  behaif  of  Mrs  Elliott,'*' 
&  I  hope  they  will  exonse  my  giving  them  some  farther  trouble  in 
this  afl^r. 

I  agree  w*^  the  Cfounoil  in  the  Constmction  of  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bly, for  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  Judges  of  the  Snpream  Court 
would  grant  any  pension  or  allowance  to  the  wife  or  family  of  a 
person  attainted  while  they  remained  with  the  Enemy,  but  I  belieTe 
It  is  Mrs.  Elliots  Intention  to  remove  here  with  her  family  &  I  hope 
the  Council  will  think  with  mo  that  it  is  necessary  she  should  be 
here  before  she  attempts  such  removal,  as  well  to  provide  a  place  for 
the  reception  of  Her  Family,  as  to  know  whether  any  allowance  will 
be  made  Her  fbr  its  Support  untill  one  or  both  of  these  things  are 
fixed  it  would  be  Imprudent  in  Mrs.  Elliott  to  attempt  to  move  Her 
Family,  k  yet  it  is  very  necessary  for  Her  to  be  here  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Supream  Court,  the  Council  I  hope  on  reconsidering 
iha  mattei  will  be  of  thisi  o|^ioa  &  grant  the  neoetsaiy  passes  which 
will  much  obligei 

SiTi  y*"  mo.  obed*  & 

most  hum.  Serv^t 

J.  M.  NESBITT. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed|  Esq'. 


Gov,  Patrick  Henry  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

W-burgh,  March  13%  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Favor  of  the  21<*  nlt«  is  come  to  Hand,  &  I  should  gladly 
cooperate  with  you  in  the  Salutary  Design  of  checkiog  the  Enemy s 
Depredations  on  the  Trade  of  these  States,  by  laying  a  general  Em- 
bargo, if  the  Law  had  given  Authority  to  do  so.  But  as  this  is  not 
the  Case,  all  I  can  do  will  be  to  lay  the  Matter  before  the  next 
general  Assembly,  which  meets  the  first  Monday  in  May.  With 
great  Regard  I  have  the  Honor  to  bcf 

«  See  GoL  Rao.,  Vol.  XL,  n.  718. 

t  Autograph  stolen.  8ee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  725,  and  p.  197  of  tUs  voL 
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Council  to  Captain  Boys,  1779. 

Sic, 

The  Council  wish  you  to  exert  yoarself  in  getting  the  Ghtlleys  an j 
boAtg  in  x^adinesa  to  toka  their  Stations  aa  soatf  aa  ntoj'be. 
I  am;  Sir^ 

Tear  Terj  hnmble  servant, 

T.  MATLAOK,  Seo'j- 
.     Philada.,  March  13, 1779. 

To  Cap'  Bojs^  Present. 


Sec'y.  Matlack  to  Johk  Mitchbli.,  1779. 

Philada.,  March  18th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  CoQiicil  direet  me  to  apply  to  yon  ibr  a  waggon  to  eonvey 
500  weight  of  gunpowder  and  100  weight  of  lead,  with  a  few  other 
small  articles,  to  Shippensburgh,*  tot  the  aso  ci  the  militia  of 
Westmoreland  county.  The  forwarding  of  these  stores  is  under  the 
care  and  direction  of  Christopher  Hajs,  Esq**,  Lieutenant  of  said 
Co^. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  Tery  humble  Serrant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK.  Sec'y. 
John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  0>. 


BLAIB  M'OlEKAOHAN  &0.  to  PRBSH^tXWt  OF  CoUNOlt.,  1779. 

PhUada.,  Mareh  15th,  1779. 

Acreeable  to  your  Order  of  the  13th  Ins*,  We  have  eiamined 
the  Cutter  Hevenge,t  and  are  of  Opinion  that  she  is  better  calca- 
hted  for  a  Gkurd  a  Oosta  than  any  other  Vessel  in  the  hatbour,  or 
that  can  now  be  procured. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  720. 
•  f  6ee  Coll  Reo.,  V6L  XL,  pp.  720,  t21. 
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She  Ib  MinsrkaUj  well  fbniid,  and  think  her  worth  from  Thirty 
five  to  Forty  Thoasand  pounds.  We  hate  the  Honor  to  be  Yoar 
most  Obed'  ft  Very  H'ble  Serv% 

BLAIR  M'CLENACHAN,  . 
GEORGE  HENRY, 
JOSEPH  BUSH. 

To  His  ExoeOendy  the  ^President  k  Connoil  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Indorsed, 

17th  March,  agreed  to  write  B.  McQlenaohan  to  bid  for  her,  for 
the  public  Service,  authorising  him  to  bid  as  high  as  £40,000,  but 
not  io  bose  the  Yeasel  tho'  she  oopt  £45,000.* 


BlSOLVB  OV  CONGRBSS,  1779. 

la  Congress,  March  15, 1779. 
Sesolved, 

That  all  Oflicers,  Bon-GOinmisQiQned  OfficeiQB  and  S^diers,  now 
belonging  to  thd  Oorps  of  Light  l)ragoons,  tkhi  Artillefy^and  Infan- 
try, an4  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers,  oommissioned  and  inlisted 
sinoethelSth  of  September,  1776,  for  three  Years,  or  dnrinff  the 
War,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  so  commissioned  and  inlisted,  not 
being  Part  of  the  EigMv-^ight  BattaUons  originally  apportioned  on 
the  States,  be  considered  as  Parts  of  the  Quotas  of  the  several  States 
to  which  they  did  or  shall  respectively  belong  when  so  oommissioned 
or  inlisted.  And  that  where  it  has  happened,  or  shall  happen,  that 
any  non-commissioned  Officers  or  3oldiera  of  those  Corps  shall  not 
have  gained  a  Settlement  in  any  Part  of  the  United  States,  ihey 
•hail  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  State  in  ^bich  they  were  or 
lihall  be  inlisted,  an4  credit^  accordingly  as  Fart  of  the  Quota  of 
jQch  State  : 

That  for  the  Porpose  of  ascertaining  the  States  to  which  the  Off* 
cera  and  Soldiers  now  in  the  Corps  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  be« 
long,  the  Commander  in  Chief  be  directed  to  eanse  Returns  to  be 
nade  to  him  without  Delay,  of  the  Names  of  all  the  Officers,  non- 
eomoiisstoned  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  said  Corps,  and  the  States^ 
Coantiee  and  Towns  to  which  they  belonged,  or  in  which  they  were 
inlbted  as  aforesaid ;  which  Returns  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 

«  Bee  CoL  Eea,  Vol.  ZL,  p.  721.    AUo,  252  of  this  Tol. 
11* 
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Board  of  War,  who  shall  send  to  the  reapoetife  States  liata  of  the 
Naipea  and  Sankft  of  all  Offitera  and  Soldiers  to  be  aoedited  to  tbem 
aa  aforesaid.  The  like  Returns  to  be  made  ^fterw^rds,  once  evei^ 
three  Months,  of  all  Officers^  non-oommlssioned  Officers  and  Soldiers 
who  shall  have  entered  into  these  Corps  after  making  the  said  firsi 
Betarns. 

Bztraet  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  SecreUry  * 


Resolution  oj  OoNofttss/ 1779. 

In  Congress;  Mth  Marohi  1779. 
BesolTody 

That  the  keeper  of  the  State  prisoa  be  directed  to  deliver  Frode^ 
ick  Verner  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.t 


Thomas  Cushing  to  Prbsl  llBfiD,.  17^9, 

BostoiH  M^  15, 1779 
Sir: 

I  sincerely  ooogratelate  yoo  upon  your  adTaneenent  to  the  efaiec 
Beat  of  Oovemment  in  Pennsylvania,  May  your  Administration  b^ 
easy  to  yourself  and  happy  to-  the  People  over  whom  you  preside. 
It  seems  yoti  have  great  and  good  News  at  Philadelphia,  we  eannot 
as  yet  asoertain  what  it  is,  s^uld  be  glad  to  be  favored  with  it  as 
soon  as  Congress  will  permit  it  to  transpire. 

It  is  teporfed  here,  that,  among  the  rest  of  the  news  you  have 
rccerred)  Congress  have  had.seme  Proposals  fK»m  the  Ministry  of 
Great  Britain,  bjthe  Way  of  New  Tork.  They  Propose- to  acknowI> 
edge  oar  ladependency,  withdraw  th^ir  Troops  from, America,  uai  to 
enter  into  a  Jroaty  of  Amity  &  commeroe  with  the  United  States^ 
provided  Great  Britain  retains  The  Floridas,  Nova  Scotia,  Canads, 
and  an  exclusive  right  to  the  Fishery  on  the  Banks  of  New  Found- 
land.  The  People  here  are  totally  i^nst  Great  Britain,  having  an 
exclusive  right  to  the  FiBherj,  but  insiat  upon  Amevica'a  having  a 

*  From  bandbill. 

t  See  page  219.  ,   Also,  Col.  Re<x,r  Vbl.  XL,  f .  720,  721. 
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right  as  heretofore,  to  Fish  upon  the  Banks  aforesaid  without  Inter- 
]mption.6r.lM[Dleatatioti;  aito  Flbridai;  Nova  Scotia  atid  Cltna^a,  altho 
it  is  their  sincere  wish  that  they  might  be  Independent  &  United 
with  the  Rest  of  the  States  ^f  Amerioa,  jet  it  is  the  prevailing  opinion 
that  in  making  this  Treaty,  Their  'being  made  so  onght  not  to  be 
insisted  upon,  as  a  sine  qua  non. 

If  any  thing  of  thissor^  is  in  agi^tion  I  hope  Canj^ss  wiU  be 
lead  into  those  detcrmioations  that  are  the  wisest  &  mpst  for  th# 
Interest  of  the  United  States. 

Permit  me  to  Introdi^ce  to  your  Aoquaiot^ noe  ]^r..Hen,fy  Newmanj 
a  Kinsman  of  miney  a  young  Gentleman  who  is  travelling  for  )i^$ 
^ealth,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Friendly  Notice,  any 
civility  you  may  shew  mm,  I  shall  esteem  as  aax  addition  to  the  many 
Favors  and  civilities  I  received  at  your  Housq  when" at  Philadelphiai 
of  which  I  shall  ever  retain  a  grateful  Remedibranoe. 

The  many  Agreeable  Hours  we  tiave  spent  together  in  social 
Interoobrse  leikls  me  to  wish  that  our  acquaintance  may  not  be  sunk 
into  oblivion,  and  I  Assure  you,  it  will  giv6  me*  pleasure  At  alL^imea 
to  hear  of  the  Happiness  and  Prosperity  of  you  and  yours^  pray  givo 
my  respectful  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Bead,  and  Madam  Be  Berdt.  I 
conclude  with  great  Respect,  . 

Your  most  Obed'  humble  Serv* 

THOMAS  GUSHING- 
HiflExq#fteppy.^^grf^iBe^:B«W-.        :.i      '  ,.:/..m:I  .1  .7 


.1 
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:     '     r      ■         /       vf  •    :   j;aCj(jxsFew»JV&wch46tb,;17^^^ 

'•  Whereas,  Gongt^^s  liave  not  teoei^d  informart{mif'Df'tih.«'iii«abiirJI 
wl^eh  the  se^ral  States  bate  from^time  t#  iim  udo^^Md  tti'^nML 
quenoe'ef  their  i<eoomtteiidiitfott6|  hid  v^hnteii  '^eucllJ  ittf^nfattoil 
together  With  thfe  consent  <yf  tkte  respective  legishituv^s  Itt  tigormiAly 
exeoQtii^ff  Ihe'  T«sor)titiom  of  OoHgrisa  is-  caawKi^lJiy  wtdsBSary  M 
enable  £em  to  ftransactf  tlie'iitip0naot  >o(nlcetiia- «f  the  United 
flUbtes.      -^i  .....■• '  •.(..'•  i-  ';•  ••         ./'' 

Resolved.  That  the  goyemorsMUtfl^pveaideiits  of»4he  sai^  Atetea  U 
earnestly  requested  to  transmit  to  Cong|e|s  as  soon  as  possible  at- 
tested copies  of  the  acts  passed  bf  their  respective  legislatures  in 
pursuance  of  recommendatioiys  of  Congress  which  they  may  have 
received  since  the  first  day  of  "^November  last,  and  of  all  acts  which 
they  may  hereafter  pas^  in  consequence  of  future  recommendations. 
Extracts  from  the mipYHesy!  /'  ->  ■-.  .\  -  2 
.    ;    .  CHA*  THQMSDin  Sec'y. 

♦  Should  be  1779,  see  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XII.  p.  188.  Read  in  Council,  Deo.  8» 
1779.  .i:  V    t   i  :       .  .      •    7  •       .7       .•.'••'  * 
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Y.  P«  Betah  to  Blaib  HoClsnaohaiTi  1779. 

In  Connoa,  Phaadelphia,  March  17^  1779. 

Sir: 

Tha  CoQindl  requests,  that  yon  will  attend  tbe  sale  of  the  Cutter 
Revenge,  thia  day  at  the  Coffee  Hooae  and  bid  for  her  for  tbe  pabiio 
Service. 

'  She  has  been  valued  at  £35|000,  and  ire  request  yoo  to  porobaae 
her  aras  low  a  price  as  yon  can,  but  not  to  miss  this  opportunity  of 
a  suitable  vessel  for  protecting  oar  trade,  sfa^uid  she  be  sold  even  to 
high  aa  45,000  Ig^ounds. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  humbk  servant, 

G.  B,  T.  P. 
Mr.  Blair  McGlena|;han.* 


Y«  P.  Bbtak,  to  High  SmBU f  or  Phil.  1779< 

In  Councili 

PhUadelphia,  17  March  1779. 
Sir, 

Council  hate  observed  t6at  the  Pillory  &  Whipping  post  of 
Ihia  Goflsity^  contiary  to  the  common  usage  of  the  Countries  where 
the  Koglibh  eomm^A  Law  received,  are  placed  in  redred  places  k 
not  in  or  near  tbe  Market.  As  punishments  of  this  sort  are  rather 
influential  on  others,  than  on  the  criminal  himself,  much  of  the  use- 
IuImss  of  public  punishments  by  this  circumstance  is  lost  I  have  it 
lheref#re  in  charge,  to  call  upon  yoU|  to  replace  tbe  Piiioiy  A 
Whipping  post  in  the  public  Market  of  this  City,  referring  you  tf 
ike  Ootfttiy  Gonlmia^  jbr  the  e^panoo. 

Sir, 

Trs&o. 

G.  B.  Vice  Preside'*. 
To  James  Claypoole,  Esquire. 

High  Sheriff  of  Philad*  Co. 

*  See  pegs  249.     Also  Col.  Beo.  YoL  XL  p.  721. 
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James  Dcnoas,  to  Council  1779. 

PhiladelpUa,  Msroh  18th,  1779. 

Tl^e  Subscriber  begs  leare  to  represent  to  the  Hon*,  the  Supreme 
Executive  GouDcil,  that  it  will  take  about  one  thousand  Pounds  to 
discharge  the  Bal^  due  to  sundry  Persons  employed  on  the  Fertifiei- 
tions  at  Billingsporti  and  Red  Bank,  in  the  year  1777. 

That  a  largd  proportion  of  the  Money  he  last  received  by  order  of 
your  Hon".  Board,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  was  of  the 
Emissions  called  out  of  circulation,  and  that  seteral  of  the  People 
have*  refused  to  take  it  in  payment^  which  has  ^ded  to  retard  the 
settlement  of  the  public  ace*. 

The  Subscriber  therefore  be^  that  the  Hon".  Council  would  be 
pleased  to  order  their  Treasurer  to- pay  him  such  Money  as  may 
answer  the  intended  purpose. 

JAMES  DUNDAS,  P.  M. 
The  iSon".  the  Supreme  Executive  Oounoil. 


Bey.  Willum  Boqbrs  xo  Couvoil,  17719, 

Philadelphia,  March  18^  1779. 

The  HoDoraUe  the  Supreme  Szeoutive  Council  of  the  Gomnoii- 
wealth  of  Pen&sylvaiiis. 

Qentlemen, 

Vrom  December  last  I  have  been  on  Duty  in  this  Garrison,  by 
order  of  his  Excellency  OeneKal  Washington. 

Having  the  Happiness  of  appertaining  to  the  Pei\ttsyhatiia  Line, 
I  called  a  few  Days  past  at  the  state  Store,  to  procure  some  Littueo 
k  other  necessaries.  The  Pwson  attending  inform'd  me  tha^an 
order  from  Council  was  necessary.  Your  Hon*ble  Body,  therefore, 
granting  One,  will  greatly  oblige  me,  as  I  stand  in  much  need,  and 
cannot,  without  disiulvantage  to  myself  k  Familyi  pundiaee  at  the 
present  Exorbitant  Prioee. 

Moveover  observing  in  the  PnUte  Papers  the  generous  ResolutioM 
entered  into  by  the  present  Assembly,  respecting  their  oftoers  anl 
soldiery,  I  hppe  Council  will  extend  unto  me,  while  on  Duty  in  this 
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Gitj,  the  same  PriTiledges  to  which  I  should  be  Entituled;  granting 
I  was  in  Camp. 

I  am  gentlemen, 

jfoor  jnost  obed*  &  very 

humble  servant. 

WILLTAM  ROOERSi      ; 

»  Brigade  Chaplain,* 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  'Exeoutlve  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Pennsjlvania. 

in<2or<e<f.r-Read  ip  Council,  March  26. 

.  .    Petition  granted*. 

.      :  T.  M. , 


Officbbs  op  Artillbbt  to  Council,  1779. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Iglsqr., .  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Sfatto  of  Pennsylvania.    .  -  -  *  . 

We,  the  officers  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Thomas  Procter,  having  hitherto  been  Refused  the  privi- 
lages  which  other  Officers  of  this  State  have  enjoyed  in  receiving 
Cloathing  and  other  necessaries  for  that  purpose  provided.  We  now 
Humbly  request  that  your  Excellency  will,  in  consequence  of  a 
Resolve  of  tl^e  Honorable  the  Assembly  of  the  12th  Ifistant,  by 
which  we  are  considered  a  part  of  their  Quota  of-  troops  m  the  Con- 
tinentall  Army,  Grant  us  an  Order  to  receive  such  Cloathing  &  other 
Ne^Msarys  as  is  voted  by  this  State. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  there  is  now  in  the 
HMdfl.6f  Mr.  HowelL  some . ardoles. of  Cloathing, :wlHah  iiava  beeli 
made  for  ns  some  time,  and  wait  an  Order -^af  OoiUHiii  to  b6.iasfKd. 
We  are,  in  behalf  of  the  Regim^, 

your  Excellencys  most  ob*  serv*, 

'  'ffttOrS  FORREST,  Ms^ott 
J.  CRAIG,  Oaptaia*.  . 
.    fhilad0l^hi%MArahl9A,  1779.   . 

DtfrtwW,-    -      -      •  i  ■•    -  .         •  ' 

•    To 'his  Excellency  Joseph  Bteed;  Esqr.,  Id  Cotni(iII.' 
'*Jndorsed^'        •  .-.    ,  •      ^  ..»>  ! 

,  Mt.  Howell,  Receiver  pf  Cloathing,  having  roiigned  his  office, 
ordered  that  Colonel  Tanner  be  appointed  iv ,  bis  stead,  that  Mr. 
ffow^Udettver  over  all  the  Glc^tbia^ia  kand  ta  Colonel  laaa^^  & 
pxepajre  bis  account  lor  setUem«iU.t   \    .,...,..  t «,  .  • 


♦  See  Colon.  Rec,  Tot.  XI.,  p;  7*27.      '   '  'f  tt.;  p.  726: 
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Lbwis  NiooiiA  to  Genhral  Watnb^  1779. 

S', 

A^eeable  to  your  desire  that  I  should  reduce  into  writio^  what 
I  propos^  to  jou.  yesterday,  I  beg  leave  to  represent  that  agreeable 
to  part  of  the  plan  I  offered  to  CoDgre^s  for  formiog  the  Invalid 
RegtmeDt,  it  was  not  only  to  be  ft  jetreat  for  those  who  suffered  in 
the  servioO)  but  a  recruiting  corps  &  military  school-^agreeable  to 
this  plan  I  began  to  enlist  for  the  army,  but  before  I  could  make 
any  progress  we  were  obliged-te  evacuate  the  city,  &  shortly  after, 
the  State  enoreasinff  the  bounty  for  such  as  entered  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Una  to  120  Doliars,  L  coufld  dot  expeot  any  man  would 
engage  with  me  when  I  could  offer  no  more  than  20. 

Anxious  to  do  every  thing  io  my  power  for  the  servioe  of  the 
United  States,  ptNftic«il«i|]y  that  in  which  I  have  lived  since  I  oame 
to  America,  &  have  the  honor  to  serve  in  a  military  capacity,  I  beg 
leave  to  rehire  tkat  part  of  tiie  eeheme  whieb  baa  laid  dormant  for 
the  abeve  reason,  k  wbieh  I  apprehend  will  ba  attended  witb  the 
frilowing  advantages* 

Bvery  man  m  the  Invalid  Regiment,  stimulated  by  tiie  rewaid| 
Hill  beeesie  «  nscmiter^  witboot  ^negleoting  bis  otber 'dutieii.  by 
which,  it  is  probable,. few  (jiM  tsan  be- iaduo^  to-  enlist  ip  ot aoowt 
this  city  will  remain  undiscovered.  ..     >     : 

The  officers  which  .woitld  be>8ent  heie  en  this  service  may  attend 
tbci^daty  ie»oaibp,  &  avoid  the  extraordinary  expences  incident  to 
living  in  this  city,  &  its  temptations  to  dissipation.  / 

The  non-commissionei.  effioen  Areotuils,  who,  iHtbe  ^ment 
mode,  are  encouraged  or  innitiated  in  every  species  of  vice,  by  living 
in  rendevous,  where  they  are  received  only  for  the  sake  of  the  money 
they  expend  in  liquor,  will  be  freed  in  a  great  measure  fjrom  this, 
by  living-  la'thebamcks  imder  theeyeeft  immediato  care  of  the 
Invalid  OfficerSi  and  may  be  obliged  to  answer  roll  calling  three 
ticnes  a  day,  which  wilt  render  desertion  more  difficult. 

The  officers,  recruiting  iu  the  country  may,  as  often  as  opportuni- 
tiee  serve,  seud  their  men  here,  as  to  a  general  rendevous,  from 
whence  returns  may  be  sent  you  weekly,  that  you  may  judge  when 
neeeesary  to  send 'com missioned  or  non  commissioned  officers  to 
receive  &  march  them  to  camp,  or  if  piore  agreeable,  a  few  trusty 
son  commissioned  officers  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  m?ght  con- 
stantly be  kept  here  to  be  dispstched  as  soon  as  ten  ot  a  dozen  men 
were  assembled  or  recrpited. 

If  this  is  approved  of,  you  m&y  be  certain  nothing  shall  be 
wanting  oh  my  tfide  to  the  success  thereof. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am, 

with  Respect  ^ir.  your  most  obe*  serv^ 

•  .        LEWIS  NICOLA. 

March  19tb,  1779. 
Directed,— To  the  Hon'ble  General  W«3;ne;t 
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Rbsoltjtion  (W  Board  op  Wae,  1779. 

At  a  Board  of  War,  19ih  March,  1779. 
Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  transmit  to  the  Supreme 
ExecQtive  Coancil  of  this  State,  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  day 
from  Major  General  Arnold. 

Extract  from  the  minates. 

P.  SCULLj  Secretary. 


GsNBBAL  Abnoib  TO  BoA&D  ov  War,  1779. 

(Copy.) 

PhiladelphU,  March  19, 1779. 
Sir, 

Having  sometime  since  obtained  permission  (tf  his  Ezcellencj, 
Oenerai  Washington,  I  have  this  day  resigned  my  Command  ia  Uiia 
City  to  Brigadier  General  Hogan,  of  which  I  thought  proper  to  give 
.the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  notice,  and  thai»  notvitbatandiog  my 
having  given  up  the  command,  I  shall  be  happy  ai  all  timm  Of  reft- 
daring  my  Country  every  service  in  my  power. 
I  am,  with  respect,  Sir, 

Your  obd't  h'l  Serv't, 

B.  ABNQU). 
Directed, 

Major  8eutf;  Sect'y  to  the  Board  of  War. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Bsip,  ;1779. 

War  Office,  19th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  inclosed  order  of  the  Board,  I  have  the  honor 
to  furnish  your  Excellencjr  with  a  copy  of  Major  General  Arnold's 
Letter,  mentioning  his  resignation  of  the  military  command  iu  this 
City.* 

I  bave  the  honor  to  be, 
With  hiffh  respect. 

Your  Excellency's 

Very  obed't  Serv't, 

P.  SCULL, 
Secretary. 
Directed, 

To  His  Ezoellenoy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  SUte 
of  Pennsylvania.  ... 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  726. 
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Pmglamatiok  Of  Congress  por  a  Fast,  ko.y  1779. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  in  just  Punishment  of  our  manifold  Transgressions,  It 
hath  pleased  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  Events  to  visit  these  ITaited 
States  with  a  Calamitous  War,  through  which  bis  Divine  Providence 
hath  kitberto  in  a  wooderful  Manner  conducted  us,  so  that  we  might 
acknowledge  that  the  Race  is  not  to  the  Swift,  nor  the  Battle  to^  the 
Strong :  And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  Chastisements  received 
and  Benefits  bestowed,  too  few  have  been  sufficientl>  awakened  to  a 
Sense  of  their  Guilt,  or  warmed  with'  Gratitude,  or  taught  to  amend 
their  Lives  and  turn  from  their  Sins,  that  so  he  might  turn  from  his 
Wrath  :  And  irbereas,  from  a  CooBciousQese  of  what  we  have  merited 
at  his  Hands,  and  an  Apprehension  that  the  Malevolence  of  our  dis- 
appointed Enemies,  like  the  Ineredulity  of  Pharaoh,  may  be  used  as 
the  Scourge  of  Omnipotencfe  to  vindicate  bis  slighted  Majesty,  there 
18  reason  to  fear  that  he  may  permit  much  of  our  Land  to  becohie 
the  Prey  of  tbo  Spoiler^  anf  B^ere  to  be  mftged;  tai  but  Habita- 
tions destroyed. 

Thai  it  be  reoett mended  to  the  setttral  Statee  to  appoint  the  First 
fhupgday  in'ifoy  next  to  be  a  Day  of  Paetbg,  BtUbtlialiiofi,  and 
Pl«yer  U>  Almighty  "God,  that  he  will  be  leased  to  airert  those  im* 
pending  Calamities  which  we  hvre  but  too  well  deaerved  :  That  be 
will  grant  us  hie  Grade  to  repent  of  our  Sine  atd  amend  ovr  Lives 
aeoo^ng  to  His  Holy  word :  That  he  will  oontinue  that  wonderfol 
Proteetien  whieh  bath  led  hb  through  tbe  Paths  of  Danger  and 
Distress :  That  he  will  be  a  Husband  to  the  Widow,  and  a  Fatbe? 
to  tbe  fatherless  Children,  who  weep  over  the  Barbarities  of  a  Savage 
Snemy  :  That  he  will  grant  us  Patienee  in  Sutfering,  and  Fortitade 
in  Adversity :  That  be  will  inspire  ns  witb  Ilnmility,  Moderation, 
and  Gratitude  in  prosperous  Cironmstanoes :  That  he  will  give 
Wisdom  to  our  Councils,  Firmness  to  onr  Resolutions,  /aad>  Victory 
to  our  Arms  :  That  he  will  bless  the  Labours  of  tbe  Husbandman, 
and  pour  forth  Abundance,  so  that  we  may  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  the 
Eartn  in  due  Season:  That  ho  will  cause  Union,  Harmony,  and 
Bkutual  Confidence  to  prevail  throughout  tbpse  States :  That  he  will 
bestow  on  our|;reat  Ally  all. those  Blessings  whiob  nay  enable  him 
to  be  gloriously  instrumental  in  protecting  the  Rights  of  Mankind, 
and  prdiboting  tbe  Happiness  of  his  Subjects :  That  he  will  bounti- 
fully oontinue  his  pai^ntal  Care  to  the  Commander  in  Chie^  attd  thb 
Qffieera-  and  l^oldien  of  libe  United. States;,  f  bet  he  will  gr^ut  ^he 
BlessinttB  of  Peace  to  all  contending  Nations,  Freedom  to  t^ose  wbe 
are  in  Bondage,  and  comfort  to  the  Afflicted :  that  he  will  diffuse 
TJsofnl  Kno#Mge,  extend  this  In^uence  <tf  True  JitUgioff,  and  give 
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OS  that  Peace  of  Mind  which  the  World  oaDnot  give :  That  he  will 
be  ear  Shield  in  the  Day  of  Battle,  oar  Comforter  in  the  hoor  of 
Death,  and  oaf  kind  Parent  and  merciful  Judge  through  time  and 
through  Eternity. 

Done  in  Cangre$»j  thu  Twentieth  Day  of  Mdrchf  in  the  Tear  of 
Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-Ntne,  and 
in  the  Third  Year  o/our  Independence. 

JOHN  JAT,  Praadeni* 
Attest  Charles  Thomaon,  Secretary. 


Col.  Hartlst  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  17T9. 

Tork,  March  the  20th,  1779. 
Sir. 

Very  bad  weather  and  a  pain  in  my  Breaat  have  detained  me  hen 
a  few  Days  longer  than  I  expected. 

I  have  just  received  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Bush  on  the  Frontiers^ 
all,  seems  quiet  there  still,  but  they  are  in  hoarly  Expectation  of  the 
Enemy^  for  Six  weeks  the  IVoops  there  hate  been  wiiheat  Spirituous 
Liqaor-*this  may  be  of  considerable  Injury  ie  Case  any  of  the  Posts 
should  be  iaveeted.  I  wrote  to  the  officers  from  Philadelphia  men* 
tiening  that  Council  would  send  them  some  stores. 

I  must  now  beg  your  Excellency  that  their  share  of  storee,  &e^ 
should  be  immediately  sent  to  Coxes  Towu,  near  Harrises  Ferry, 
they  have  hard  service,  whilst  the  other  Tro<^  of  the  Army  are  io 
comfortable  Quarters. 

If  you  could  see  Mr.  Blame  it  would  be  well  to  request  hia  (a 
send  forward  Whiskey  for  the  Troops,  immediately.     They  have 
been  muck  neglected  in  thai  particular  lately— probably  Mr.  Cox 
could  not  procure  il  in  his  neighborhood. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Tour  most  obed't  humble  Serv't, 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Miller  is  still  out  of  Business,  and  waits  for  what 
your  Excellency  and  the  Counoil  may  do  in  his  Favoar. 

T.  H- 

Diireeiedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Penna.,  Philada. 

•8eeaa.Bee.,ToLZL,p.72&    tnnaBandhitt. 
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.   DiPOSinoN  ov  JoHK  Pakkib;  1779. 

PenDfljlTaDia  as. 

Before  me  Plunket  Fleeson,  Eiiquire,  one  of  the  Jostices  of  the  Petoe 
Ac.,  comes  John  Pftrker  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Bricklayer,  and 
beiog  dnly  sworn  depoaeth  and  saith,  That  on  the  CTening  of  the  day 
OD  whieh  the  attack  was  made  by  the  Vigilant  on  the  tort  at  Mud 
island,  being  in  oonyeraation  with  Peter  Cress  of  the  aaid  city  aadler 
k  Harness  maker,  he  the  aaid  Peter  Cress  told  him  the  deponent, 
that  having  been  down  on  the  bank  near  the  month  of  Sohnylkil  he 
there  aaw  Doctor  William  Smith,  and  that  1m  the  aaid  Peter  Creas 
httrd  the  sud  Doctor  Smith  say,  that  if  the  people  in  the  fort  did 
not  aorrender  they.onght  to  be  every  man  of  them  put  to  the  sword 
—And  farther  this  deponant  saith  not. 

JOHN  PARKER. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Philadelphia  this  twentieth  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1779. 

PLUN'T.  PLEESON. 


Depobition  of  Pbtbr  GrssS;  1779. 

Pennsylvania  as. 

Before  me  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  &c.,  comes  Peter  Creas  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Saddle  & 
flameas  maker  and  being  duly  sworn,  depoaeth  and  saith,  That  on 
the  day  on  which  the  attack  waa  made  by  the  Vigilant  on  the  forti* 
fie&tion  at  Mud  island,  Doctor  William  Smith,  Provost  of  the  colledge 
of  Philadelphia,  with  a  number  of  other  people  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, was  on  the  banks  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sohuylkil^ 
viewing  the  attack  with  a  large  Spy-Glass  or  Telescope.  That  after 
the  firing  from  the  Round  tops  of  the  Vigilant  began  and  was  re- 
tamed  from  the  fort  he  the  said  Peter  Cress  was  standing  behind  and 
very  near  the  said  Doctor  Smith,  and  heard  him  the  said  Doctor 
Smith  Bay,  that  if  they,  the  men  in  the  fort  meaning,  do  not  sur- 
render they  ought  every  man  of  them  to  be  put  to  the  Sword,  or 
words  to  this  effect.    Ajid  farther  ths  4spoaept  saith  not. 

his 
PETER  X  CRESS, 
mark 
Sworn  before  me  at  Philadelphia  this  twentieth  day  of  March,  A. 
D.  1779. 

PLUNTT.  FLEESON. 
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Gov.  XtviirasTON  TO  Pkbb't  Rbsp,  1779. 

Morrifl  Town,  20  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  is  but  a  few  daja  since  that  I  received  your  favour  of  the  29th'^ 
February.  The  subject  matter  of  it  I  shall  do  myself  the  honoor  of 
laying  before  our  Legislature  at  their  first  meetiag;  ^nd  be  alwajs 
ready  to  exert  my  beet  endeavours  to  induce  a  co-operation  with  soy 
Sister  State  for  the  geaer4  emolument  of  the  Confederacy. 
I  am  Sir,  with  great 

reBpeot,  your  Bxoenencya 

most  obedient  &  very 

humble  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON, 
Directed  J 
His  £soellenoy  President  Reed. 


Col.  Thomas  Pboctor  to  Prbs't  Rebb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  March  the  22nd,  1779.  . 
Sir, 

The  Honourable  House  of  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  having 
(on  application  made  to  them)  Resolved,  That  the  Regiment  of 
Artillery  under  my  command  be  considered  as  part  of  the  Quota  of 
Troops  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Army,  a  copy  of  which 
Resolve  I  inclose  to  your  Excellency  and  beg  your  Indulgence  in 
laying  it  before  the  Honble  the  Executive  Council,  as  also  a  state  of 
iby  Reg<,  and  so  far  as  they  shall  conceive  necessary,  request  they 
will  Grant  monies  to  recruit  the  same,  baviug  the  Officers  of  Com. 
panics  (proper  for  that  service)  ready  to  act  in  the  recruiting  line 
when  you  shall  think  proper  to  order,  I  wait  your  Exoellenoeys  In- 
structions. 


And 

am  with  respect, 

,«araiost 

oM'Serr't,'' 

THOS.  PROCTOR, 

•       ' 

Col.  P. 

ArtiUeiy. 

DUreetedf 

Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  PresideDt  of  ConnoiL 

*  8ee  page  197. 
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JoH»  Ja7  to  Pbks'i  Rbbd,  1779. 

PhUadelphia,  22nd  Maroh,  1779. 
Sir, 

Incloflod  herewith  j9qt  Bxcelkncj  will  receive  two  printed  copies 
of  an  act  of  Congrese  of  the  20th  Inst,  recommendiog  to  the  Several 
States  to  appoint  the  first  Tbursdaj  in  Maj  next  to  be  a  day  of 
Fasting,  H«mi]iation  and  Prayer. 
I  hare  the  Honor  to  be 

yonr  Ezeettencys  meet 
obedient  and  most 

humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY, 

President'*' 
Directed^ 
His  Bzcellenoy  President  Reed. 


Matthew  Ibwin  to  Pitss.  Bbed,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  owners  of  the  New  Shipf  request  your  Excellency  will  give 
them  yonr  answer  reipeoting  her  this  day — Sho^  you  determine  to 
take  her,  if  yon  will  give  me  an  order  on  Mr.  Henry  for  Ten  or 
Twelve  Tun  Fig  Iron,  I  shall  hA^e  her  Rigged  in  a  few  days. 
I  am  your  Ezcellencys 

most  obed*  Serv't, 

MATH'W  IRWIN. 
Tuesday,  23d  March,  1779. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  PMsident  of  the  Staie  of  Pem- 
sjtvania. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  726,  and  page  267  of  this  Vol. 
f  Ship  Gen.  Qreene,  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  724. 
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Council  to  Bowes  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Mmh  24, 1779. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  His  EzcelleDcj  the  President  I  request,  that  j<m  will 
please  to  feend  by  the  bearer,  who  is  an  express  from  Council,  a  cer- 
tificate that  a  Passport  signed  by  Ckneral  B.  Arnold  was  offered  to 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  on  the  trial  of  the  Sloop  Lovely  Nancy  or 
Charming  Nancy — ^The  Council  are  desirous  of  having  the  certificate 
signed  by  you  as  late  Register  of  the  Court,  and  to  contain  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  passport,  the  date  of  it  as  near  as  may  be,  &e.  The 
express  is  going  forward  to  Bordentown  and  will  wait  upon  jon  for 
the  certificate  on  his  return. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

your  moat  obedient 

Hm'Ue  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec*/. 
Directed. 
To  Bowes  Reed,  Esq.,  Burlington. 


Sec't  Matlack  to  Col.  Mitchell,  1779. 

PfaUadelphia,  Maroh  24, 1779. 

Sir,* 

The  Council  direct  me  to  request  your  attendance  in  the  Council 
Chamber — They  are  now  sitting. 

I  am  Sir,  your  very 

humble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y: 
Directed, 
To  Col.  J.  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  IML  O* 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XI.  p.  726. 
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Prbs.  Beed  to  Matthew  Irwin,  &a,  1779. 

Gonnoil  Chamber. 
Gentlemen : 

I  bare  jnst  reoeived  your  Favour.  Tbe  Coancil  are  very  glad  to 
find  the  Appoiotment*  aoceptable  to  yoo,  &  repose  the  most  perfect 
Confidence  in  yon.  As  to  any  Alteration  in  the  Name  of  the  Vessel, 
it  would  give  me  very  great  Pain.  General  Green  is  not  only  a 
brave,  valuable  &  amiable  Character,  bat  my  particular  Friend. 
And  there  is  none,  the  Commander  in  Chief  excepted,  to  whom  I 
would  sooner  wish  to  see  any  Mark  of  Ile9pect  &  Attention  shown. 
Tou  will  therefore  be  good  enough  to  take  out  the  Register  in  the 
Name  first  given. 

I  am,  witbgreat  Regard, 

Gen*,  your  most 

Obed.  Hbble.  Serv., 

JOS.  REED. 
Mmh  24, 1779. 
Direeiedf 
To  Meaar  Blair  HcClenachan,  and  MatUiew  Irwin,  Merchants. 


BbSOLUTION   of    COI^GBESS,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Wednesday,  March  24«\  1779. 
The  House,  takhig  into  Consideraiion  the  State  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Navy  of  this  Commonwealth,  came  to  the  following  Beeolutiions: 
Besolved, 

That  tbe  Officers,  Seamen  and  Marines,  employed  in  the  Naval 
Service  of  this  State,  be  intitled  to  all  the  Allowances  and  Benefits 
to  which  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  this  State  employed  in  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States  are  intitled  by  the  Resolutions  passed 
in  this  House  the  thirteenth  Instant. 

And  whereas,  the  United  States  have  granted  half  pay  for  and 
during  the  Space  of  Seven  Tears  to  the  last  described  Officers,  and 
not  to  the  former— it  is  hereby  expressly  declared  and  agreed,  That  the 
half  pay  allowed  the  Naval  Officers  now  employed,  or  hereafter  to  be 
employed  by  this  State,  and  that  shall  remain  in  said  Employment 
w  Service  during  the  Continuation  of  the  present  War,  shall  com- 

«  See  Col.  Rm.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  724. 
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mcDce  upon  the  Termination  of  b'  War  and  be  oontinned  dnriDg 

their  liviss. 

Resolved, 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Conncit  be  desired  and|  ^titboriEed 
to  carry  the  secondhand  third  of  the  said  Resolutions  into  immediate 
fixecaiion. 

Extract  from  the  Mhrates.* 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr.,  Cft-  of 
the  Qeu^  Assemblj, 

The  Honourable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Fbbs.  Bbsp  to  John  Imlat,  1779. 

Council  Chamber ; 

Maroh  24, 1779: 
Sir, 

Bj  Desire  of  the  Board  at.wbidi  I  have  ihe  HdiiQW  to  pndde,  the 
Bearer  waits  upon  you  Express  for  Information  touching  a  Passport 
or  other  Permission  given  by  Qen.  Arnold  to  the  Schooner  Lovely 
Nancy,  or  charming  Nancy,  last  Summer.  We  would  wish  you  to 
certify  the  Nature  ^  Import  of  the  Passport ;  the  Tine  when  it  was 
granted ;  whether  during  the  Enemie's  stay  in  Philad. ;  to  whom 
the  Vessel  appeared  to  belong }  &,  such  other  Circumstances  as  your 
Memory  may  furnish  to  elucidate  the  first  Article  or  Reason  in  the 
inclosed  Resolves.  Counoil  have  also  been  informed,  that  you  have 
in  your  Possession  a  Letter  froai  Geo.  Arnold  of  sTery  estraordi- 
Qary  Nature  on  that  Subject,  which  we  bag  yo«  to  tnttfimit  Toav 
Sense  of  Justice,  as  well  as  Regard  to  the  Authority  of  this  Statei 
vill,  we  doubt  not^  be  sufficient  Motives  to  induce  you  to  comply 
with  our  Request. 

I  am,  with  due  Regard, 

Sir,  Your  obed.  Hbble.  Sev., 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed^ 

Hhble.  John  Imlay,  Esq',  Allen  Town. 

♦  Bee  Col.  B«e.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  727. 
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Matthew  Irwik  kCy  to  Prss.  Beed,  1779. 

Sir, 

Toar  faT'  of  tbis  morn'g  I  duelj  reo*,  together  with  a  resolve  of 
the  Honorable  Council  appointing  Mr.  Blair  M'Clenachan  and  my- 
self  agents  for  the  New  Ship.  We  return  your  Exoellency  our 
thanks  for  this  mark  of  Confidence,  and  we  do  assure  you,  we  shall 
npon  this  and  every  other  occasion,  use  our  utmost  exertions  for  the 
Interest  and  honor  of  the  State.  Tomorrow  we  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  leeommending  such  officers  as  we  may  think  most  deserving,  and 
let  you  know  what  encouragem*  we  think  should  be  offered  them. 

The  Register  has  not  yet  been  taken  out  for  this  Vessell, — re- 
quest you  will  give  us  leave  to  call  her  therein  the  General  Beed. 

I  am,  For  Mr.  Blair  M'Clenachan  &  Self, 

Tour  Ezcellencys  most  ob'd'  hum.  Serv*, 

MATH'W  IRWIN.* 
25di  March,  1779. 


Pjibb.  09  Congress  to  Pbbb.  Bbbd,  1779: 

Philadelphia,  25th  March,  1779. 
Sir, 

Ton  will  leeeive  herewith  enclosed.  Copies  of  several  Acts  of 
Congress,  ViiS  one  of  the  22nd  Inst.,  directing  a  copy  o(  an  Act  of 
tlie  6ih  of  March  last,  respecting  the  Controul  of  Congress  by  Ap- 
peal io  the  last  Resort  overall  Jurisdictions  for  deciding  the  Lqi;alitv 
of  Captures  on  the  High  Seas,  to  be  sent  to  the  several  States,  which 
M  accordingly  enclosed — another  of  the  22nd  May,  relative  to  the 
exchange  of  Citixens  in  captivity  with  the  Indians — and  one  of  the 
22nd  Inst.,  directing  that  Continental  officers  exchanged,  and  not 
oontinued  in  Service  be  considered  as  Supernumerary  Officers. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  great  Respect, 

Tour  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  Servant^ 

JOHN  JAT,  Presid. 
Hb  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  page  268. 

Vol,  Vn.— 12 
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M.  Ikwin,  &c.  to  Prbs  Bbed,  1779. 

Philada.;  27th  Uarcfa,  1779. 

Your  fav  of  Yesterday  we  daly  reoeWed;  and  ahall  obey  you 
orders  respeot'g  the  name  of  the  Ship. 

We  now  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  yonr  Eseelleney 
three  .Qentlemen ;  they  are  in  onr  opinion  the  best  qualifyed  of  oay 
in  this  place  for  Gomman'g  yonr  Ship,  and  either  of  them  to  whom 
yon  are  pleased  to  give  a  preference  will  be  agreeable  to  us, — Cap* 
James  Montgomery*  who  Commanded  one  of  the  Gallies  when  they 
fought  the  Koe  Buck,  Gap*  Houston  who  lately  Commanded  the 
Brig  Convention,  and  Cap"  Green,  now  in  the  Employ  of  the  Conti- 
nent. Mariners  being  Scarce,  we  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  offer 
every  able  Bodyed  Seaman  one  hundred  Dollars  advance,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  Prize  money  which  they  may  hereafter  be  entitled 
to. 

The  Captured  Yessells  should  in  our  opinion  be  divided  agreeable 
to  the  Continental  regulations,  by  which  the  Cap"  &  Crew  are  en- 
titled to  the  fiill  Neat  proceeds  of  all  the  British  Kings  Yessells  and 
British  Privateers,  and  one  half  of  all  Letters  of  marque  and  on- 
commissioned  Yeseela. 

The  former  owners  of  the  General  Green  not  havcing  had  a  snffi- 
tient  number  of  Guns  provided  to  equip  her  compleatly  for  a  Yessel 
bf  Wa^,  and  the  Guns  they  had  provided  not  being  all  of  the  same 
weight  of  metal,  request  your  Excellency  will  rsoommend  us  to  the 
Continental  Marine  Board  for  the  loan  of  such  neceasarys*  as  they 
can  supply  us  with,  and  allso  give  ns  an  order  oil  Mr.  Henry  foe 
such  articles  as  he  may  have  in  his  possestion. 

As  we  are  Mty  oonvinced  that  one  Yessell  will  not  be  a  match 
for  the  Privateers  that  now  Infest  our  Capes,  we  have  applyed  la 
BIr.  Nesbit,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Cutter,  to  know  if  he  jv ill  hire 
her  to  the  State  for  one  Cruise  to  go  in  Consort  with  the  Ship;  he 
said  he  would  speak  to  bis  Partners,  and  when  the  appljcation  came 
from  your  Excellency  would  be  prepared  for  giveing  an  answer. 

As  a  great  majority  of  the  merchants  of  this  place  (yesterday 
assembled)  conceive  it  would  be  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  the 
Trade  of  this  place  to  have  this  plan  adopted,  request  your  Excel- 
lency will  endeavour  to  Charter  the  Cutter  for  one  Cruize,  as  it  is 
the  general  opinion,  and  for  the  general  good,  that  those  Yessells 
should  have  one  Cruize  in  Consort ;  think  the  Cutter's  owners  can 

♦  Appointed.    See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XI.,  p.  78J^   . 
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hj  DO  means  refuse.     We  think  we  shall  have  the  Ship  ready  fur 
sea  as  soon  as  the  Cutter  can  he  prepared. 
We  are  Your  Ezcellencys 

Most  Obd'  humble  8erv<«' 

BLAIR  M'CLENACHAN, 
MATTH'W  IRWIN. 
We  think  it  is  Beeeesary  the  Cop*  she*  be  immediately  appointed. 

Direeiedf  ^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Sbc'z.  Matlack  to  J,  D.  Sergeant,  1779, 

Sir, 

Conncil  having  advanced  to  Jesne  Jordan,  Waggon  Master,  the 
sum  of  £450,  which  it  is  expected  the  repayment  of  depends  on  the 
recovery  of  the  money  due  to  him  from  General  Arnold.  The 
Council  therefore  direct  me  to  enquire  of  you  whether  efTeetual  mea- 
sures have  been  taken  to  obtain  proper  surety  for  the  Gen'ls  appear- 
ance to  answer  the  demand. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

TY  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

To  J.  D.  Serjeant,  Esq'.     March  27th,  1779. 


pRES.  Reed  to  Lieutenants,  &o.,  1779* 

In  Conncil ; 

Philadelphia,  March  27th,  1779. 

'  On  the  .  Inst,  after  several  Conferences  with  a  Committed 
of  Congress  on  the  Defenoa  of  the  Frontiers,  the  House  of  Assembly 
resolved  to  eommit  the  whole  Business  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  who  were  to  act  in  Concert  with  Congress  &,  Gen'  Wash- 
ington on  this  important  Business*  Upon  this,  as  Conference  by 
Xietters  is  very  tedious  &  unsatisfactory,  the  Presid.  proposed  to  go 
to  the  Camp  &  confer  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  Person,  which 
lie  has  accordingly  done  very  much  to  his  &  our  Satisfaction.  The 
General  expressed  )\i9  full  Sense  of  the  Importance,  Necessity  & 
Duty  of  takingtho  most  vigorous  &  speedy  Measures  for  the  Support 
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&  Protection  of  tbo  Frontiers.  Snch  Parts  of  the  Plan  as  are  not 
necessarily  kept  secret  in  order  to  be  more  effectually  executed 
we  cheerfully  communicate  to  you,  &  hope  it  will  prove  a  most 
powerful  Encouragement  to  our  distressed  &  apprehensive  Friends 
to  stand  their  Ground.  A  very  respectable  Force,  which  has  been 
stationed  for  some  Time  at  Schohary,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
under  Gen.  Hand,  is  ordered  over  to  the  Frontiers  of  Northampton 
&  Northumberland,  and  will,  as  far  as  any  stationary  Force  can  do, 
afford  ample  Protection  to  those  two  Counties.  It  is  also  concluded 
to  raise  5  Companies  of  Rangers,  making  380  Men  in  the  whole,  to 
whom  such  Encouragement  will  be  given  as  we  hope  will  raise  the 
Men  without  Difficulty*  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  also  ordered 
Col.  Rawlins's  Reg*  now  at  Frederick  Town,  in  Maryland,  guarding 
the  British  Prisoners,  to  march  to  Fort  Pitt,  &  to  be  stationed  at 
Kittanny  or  other  suitable  Place  to  cover  the  Frontiers  of  West- 
moreland &  Bedford.  In  the  mean  Time  we  have  ordered  Detach- 
ments from  the  Militia  of  to  march  with  all  possible  Expedition 
for  the  immediate  Protection  of  Bedford  &  Westmoreland.  It  is 
also  a  very  encouraging  Circumstance  that  Gen.  Hand,  who  is  to 
command  on  the  Frontiers  of  North"  &  Northumberland^  &  CoL 
Broadhead  at  Fort  Pitt,  are  both  Inhabitanto  of  this  State^  &  will 
have  every  Induoement  &  Motive  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost 
Bat  we  are  farther  to  acquaint  yoii|  that  these  are  only  Parts  of  the 
System;  for  it  is  fully  determined  to  penetrate  into  the  Indian 
Country,  &  by  a  seasonable,  vigorous  Stroke  make  them  feel  the 
Weight  of  the  American  Arms.  Measures  are  taking  for  this  Pur- 
pose; but  you  will  see  the  evident  Propriety  of  Silenoe  on  this 
Subject,  &  we  may  venture  to  assure  you  that  it  has  every  Appear- 
ance of  being  successful  &  decisive. 

We  have  now  only  to  add,  that  feeling  aa  we  do  most  sinoerely  for 

{our  calamitous  Situation,  no  Attention  Care,  oi  Consideration  shall 
e  wanting,  to  relieve  it  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  that  as  far  aa  we 
are  enabl^  by  the  Assembly  in  the  necessary  supplies,  we  shidl  do 
every  Thing  in  our  Power,  for  your  comfort  &  Protection.  We 
have  it  under  Deliberation  to  offer  a  Reward  for  Indian  Scalpe ;  bat 
it  involves  in  it  some  Considerations  of  a  political  Nature  affecting  the 
general  System  of  tte  War  with  Great  Britain;  however,  if  it  will 
answer  an  effectual  Purpose  beneficial  to  yon,  we  shall  not  he«tate 
to  do  it  We  would  wish  you  to  make  the  Gotitents  of  this  Letter 
as  generally  known  by  sending  Copies  or  otherwise  as  yon  can,  & 
use  your  utmost  Influence  to  prevail  upon  the  Inhabitants  not  to 
abandon  their  Habitations  when  there  is  snob  a  Prospeet  of  Support 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  S., 

J.  R.,  Prestd. 
1779,  March  27th.     To  the  Lieutenants  of  Bedford,  Westmore- 
land and  Northumberland!  &  to  Bri'  James  Potter  ft  Hon.  Tfaos. 
Scott  ft  others. 
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Resolution  of  Gjekbral  Assbhblt,  1779« 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennttjivania, 

Monday,  March  29, 1779. 

The  followiDg  ReAolntion  froni  the  Honourable  the  Congreaa  wai 
leceived  and  read  and  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  Minntea. 

In  Congress,  March  20, 1779. 

Besolved,  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  two  Millions  of  Dollars  be 
granted  on  Loan  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Six  ^  cent  ^ 
snnani,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  said  State,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Treasury  prepare  and  report  a  proper  Resolution  on  the 
Subjebt. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Oen^  Ass'y, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 

Cl'k  of  Gen*  Aas'y. 


Pbbs't  Rbbb  to  Mons.  Gerabd,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  29<^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  Tery  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  any  Representations  which 
may  give  you  a  moment's  Conoern.  But  when  Persons  so  far  forget 
themselves  as  not  only  to  violate  the  Laws  of  the  Country  from 
which  during  their  Residence  they  derive  Protection ,  &  to  which 
they  consequently  owe  Respect  A  Obedience,  but  those  Laws  of 
Honour  &  Propriety  which  are  every  where  binding,  I  think  it  a 
I>uty  I  owe  you  &  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Nation  to  enable  you 
to  make  proper  Distinctions.  And  as  the  Parties  have  forfeited  all 
Claim  to  that  favourable  &  respectable  Notice  to  which  the  Subjects 
of  France  will  ever  be  entitled  here,  to  acquaint  you  that  the  civil 
Magistrate  has  received  Directions  to  put  the  Laws  fully  into  Exe- 
cution. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  Regard,  &  very  sincere 
Wishes  for  your  better  Health, 

Sir,  Your  most  Obed. 

&  Very  Hbbl.  Serv. 
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Preset  Rbbd  to  Pebs't  op  Oonobess,  1779- 

In  GoanoO, 

Philada.,  March  29th,  1779. 
•*    Sir, 

By  a  Certificate  signed  by  Benj.  Pasobal,  Eaq  ,  One  of  the  Jufr 
tices  of  the  Peace  in  this  City,  it  appears  that  Affidavits  have  been 
taken  before  him  by  Messrs.  Clarkson  &  Franks,  in  one  or  both  of 
which  are  some  particulars  respecting  me.  These  Affidavits  I  am 
well  informed  are  now  before  CongreaSy  and  the  Deponents  are 
ikbout  going  to  Carolina,  As  there  was  not  the  least  Notice  of  the 
taking  them,  &  they  are  now  made  a  publick  Use  of,  I  mast  request 
you  will  direct  tbe  Secretary  to  furnish  me  with  Copies^  or  permit 
me  to  see  in  what  manner  1  am  affected  by  them. 

By  the  Desire  of  Council  I  am  also  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
above  two  Gentlemen  are  coosidered  by  this  Board  as  material  Wit- 
nesses in  the  Complaint  ag^  Major  Gen.  Arnold,  if  your  Hon.  Body 
shall  order  a  Tryal  thereupon.  We  rely  therefore  fully  upon  tbe 
Wisdom  k  Justice  of  Congress  to  adopt  such  Measures  fur  procuring 
tboir  Testimony  as  are  within  their  Power,  &  as  they  shall  deem 
conducive  to  the  Investigation  of  Truth  &  Advancement  of  Justice. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir^ 

Your  most  obcd.  Hbbl.  Set. 
Indorsed^   , 

To  His  Excellency  John  Jay^  Esq. 


President  Reed  to  Col.  Proctor,  1779. 

Council  Chamber,  March  29,  1779. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  the  Directions  you  communicated  this  Morning  from 
.the  Board  of  War  to  receive  an  Arrangement  from  me  of  the  Defence 
of  the  Biver.  You  will  please  to  detach  from  your  Beginient  SO 
Men,  properly  officered  to  take  Post  at  Billingsport — ^a  like  Detach- 
ment of  20  men  to  Mud  Island.  The  Troopa  will  occupy  the  Bar- 
racks at  each  Place,  the  Workmen  at  Mud  Island  giving  their  Boom 
.to  the  Troops,  unless  by  mutual  agreement  Boom  can  be  made  also 
for  the  Workmen  who  are  employed  in  Work  tending  to  the  accom- 
modation of  tbe  Troops.  When  the  Garrisons  have  taken  Possession 
of  their  respective  Posts  the  command!  Officers  will  pay  a  particular 
attention  to  inward  bound  Vessels,  &  none  be  suffered  to  pass  Bil- 
lingsport without  satisfaction  to  the  Officer  there  commanding  of 
their  friendly  Intentkms,  &  then  to  pass  by  Mud  Island  on  a  signal 
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giyen  from  Billingsport,  ts  directed  bj  yon,  &  made  Known  to  the 
respective  Officers.  Yon  will  recommend  to  them  not  to  eive  any 
nnnceeesary  Delay,  &  to  treat  the  Vessels,  whether  Americans  or 
Allies,  with  Respect  &  Kindness.  As  the  Accomodations  are  not  so 
00  good  as  could  be  wish'd  at  present,  it  may  be  proper  to  relieve 
once  a  Week  or  Fort-night,  as  will  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Troops. 
It  is  expected  that  4  more  pieces  of  Gannon  are,  or  will  be  soon 
aent  to  Billtngsport  with  suitable  ammunition,  &  two  to  Mud  Islaiidy 
but  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  or  the  Field  Officer  who  may 
^  down  with  the  Men,  to  report  to  me,  as  soon  as  convenient,  what 
Provbion  there  is  for  Defence  as  well  as  the  comfort  of  the  Men,  i 
what  will  be  farther  necessary — and  so  from  Time  to  time  as 
Occasions  may  require. 

Yon  will  also  direct  the  Officer  command'  at  each  Place  to  give 
me  the  earliest  notice  of  every  Occurrence  of.  Consequence,  &  be 
assured  that  I  shall  pay  a  partiotdiir  attention  to  the  Corps  on  this 
as  well  as  overy  other  Oocasion. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  k  very 
Hbbl.  Sanr. 
JHrecUd, 

To  Colonel  Tho»  Proctor. 


Sec*t  T.  Matlack  to  Col.  John  BroWk,  1779. 

Philadelpbia,  March  29, 1779. 
"Sif, 

Having  lately  taken  the  liberty,  under  the  signature  of  T-  G.,  to 
use  a  publication  signed  by  you,  I  now  beg  leave  to  enclose  to  you 
tbe  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  in  a  case  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  Major  General  Arnold.  Every  day  turns  up  some- 
thing new  relating  to  the  coarse  of  this  Phenomenon :  and  I  shall 
send  you  the  further  proceedings  in  his  case  as  soon  as  they  are 
closed,  as  it  is  probable  they  will  produce  important  consequences 
one  way  or  another.  I  am,  altho  a  stranger  to  your  person^  with 
great  respect^ 

Your  very  humble  seryant| 

T.  M.  Seer- 
Directed^ 

To  Lieu*  CoP  Johq  BroVQ  at  Pittsfield.ia  CoDnecticut. 
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/ 
B&ia.  Gehl.  Duporxail  to  Prbb'x  Rebd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  29  march,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  will  be  mnoh  obliged  to  jonr  ezoellenoy  to  let  me  Know  as  soon 
as  possible  the  resolation  of  the  Connoil  about  this  matter — if  they 
are  pleased  to  let  me  ezeeate  the  orders  of  general  Washington,  and 
have  the  means  necessary  or  not;  in  the  latter  Case  I  will  be  glad 
to  have  their  Refusal  in  writing  for  my  discharge. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
of  your  excellency  the  most  obedieni 
and  very  humble  aervant, 

LE  CH-  DUPORTAIL, 
Directed, 
To  his  excellency  general  Reed. 


JOHK  BSAD  TO   OoUKCIL,  1779« 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  The  Honourable  Vice  President  k 
Hon*  the  Members  of  the  ExeouUve  Council  of  the  Oommon 

Welth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  John  Read,  Barrack  Master,  Humbly  presents— 

That  there  is  due  to  your  Memorialist  a  considerable  number  of 
Rations  by  Will*  Crispin,  Eso'  Commissary  of  Provisions,  senee  the 
Evacuation  of  Fort  Mifflin  untill  the  16th  of  August  last  which  said 
Crispin  refuses  to  Issue  unless  an  order  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Executive  Council  for  that  purpose,  as  the  order  he  received  from 
the  Board  of  Warr,  and  State  Navy  Board  he  has  either  lost  or 
mislade. 

That  vour  Memorialist  hss  constantly  attended  his  duty  as  Barrack 
Master  from  the  Evacuation  of  Fort  Mifflin  to  the  16th  of  August, 
as  aforesaid,  until  he  was  ordered  by  Col.  Melcher,  Barrack  Master 
General,  to  close  his  transactions  as  a  State  Barrack  Master. 

Your  Memoralist  Prays  that  be  may  be  reinstated  as  Barrack 
Master  in  said  State,  haveng  been  appointed  as  such  by  the  Com- 
mitty  of  safety,  as  will  appear  by  his  Instructions  attending  the 
Memorial,  besides  the  several  departments  set  forth  in  said  Inscrno- 
ions,  he  had  the  care  of  the  Banks  on  Fort  Ibland,  untill  Ordered 
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%y  the  Board  of  warr  to  ettfAoy  the  Ditehcn  and  LaboureM  niidef 
his  ^hreetioDs  to  work  aj  the  several  FortiioatioBa  then  on  Hand 
until  the  aproaeh  of  the  Bnemy,  the  lose  snetained  &  my  long  aervioea 
will  I  trust  recommend  me  to  the  Indulgence  of  those  requests,  and 
as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  Pray. 

«   JNO.BEAD. 
29  Mareh,  1779. 


Col.  Lewis  Farmsk  to  Coukcil,  1779. 

PhUada^Hareh.  29th,  1779. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Excutive  Couneil. 
Gentlemen  I 

The  Goods  I  Bought  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  of  this  State  amount 
to  £25000,  about  eight  hundred  Dollars  Galled  in  Emissions  are  in 
xny  hands. 

Would  pray  your  honours  would  be  pleased  to  supply  me  with 
money  to  Discharge  the  Debts  as  the  People  of  whom  I  Bought  begin 
to  be  uneasy,  been  kept  out  of  their  Money  so  long.  Some  abuse  me 
on  acC  of  it. 

I  am  GeAtlemen  your 

very  humble  Servant, 

LEWIS  FARMER.* 


Bey.  Wh.  Bogbrs  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779 

Phila.,  March  29,  79. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Coancil  haying  granted  my  Petition  Respecting  Cloathing  I  flatter 
myself  they  will  extend  unto  me  while  en  Duty  in  this  Garrison  the 
Pritiiedge  of  Drawing  those  ^'^i^les  mentioned  in  the  lato  Resolves  of 
Assembly  for  the  support  &  oomfort  of  their  officers — ^I  have  conferr'd 
with  Col.  Proctor  on  the  subject,  he  says  that  if  your  Honble  Board 
signify  their  approbation  he  will  Return  me  to  dol.  farmer  with  his 
officers  so  that  the  whole  may  be  Issued  together  k  the  Person 
authorized  to  Receive  for  them  may  at  the  same  time  ReoeiVis  for  me 
that  the  Trouble  may  be  but  one-^I  shall  in  the  Course  of  a  Day  or 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XI.,  p.  728. 
12* 
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Two  [fturoieh  your  Ezoelleiioj  with  a  Certifioate  of  mj  beiBf  ai 
BrigiMle  Ghapkin  in  die  Penna*  Line  ordered  to  ftttead  Datj  in^tbis 
Otrrison— Hoping  Ikat  Conneil  may  |prant  my  Beqnesfe-^I  conclude 
by  wishing  that  every  Poesihb  Bleasrag  may  be  the  Portion  of  the 
Supreme  Authority  of  thia  Bute  and  ftlutt  yonr  EzeeUeney  may  live 
to  aee  many  happy^Days. 

W.  BOGEBS,  B.  Chaplain. 
Direetedf 

Hia  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  Ptesid*  of  the  Supreme  Exe- 
cati?e  GounciL 


Prbs.  ov  Cokgrsss  CO  P&BS.  Bbsd,  1779. 

Phihkdelphia,  80  Hareh,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Ezoellency  herewith 
enclosed,  two  copies  of  an  sot  of  Gongreas  of  the  29  th  Inst,  on  (be 
subject  of  a  Gonferenoe  with  the  assembly  and  ezecutiye  Gouncil  of 
Pennsylvania. 

I  am  with  great 

Bespeoty  yonr  Ezoellenoys 

most  obed't  Servanii 

JOHNJAY^Prend'i 

P.  S.  Copies  of  the  Depositions  of  Majors  Clarkson  &  Franks  are 
also  enclosed.* 

Directed, 
Hia  Excellency  President  Beed. 


P&]B8«  Bbsb  to  C.  J.  Thomas  MoEban,  1779. 

In  Conneil. 

Philada.,  Mareh  SO,  1779. 
Sir, 

During  my  late  Indisposition  an  intercepted  Letter  was  sent  me 
from  Gen.  Maxwell,  signed  Sam.  B.  Usher,  which  appearing  of  a 
eriminar  Nature  was  laid  before  you,  for  your  GonsidcFBiion  &  that 
you  should  take  such  order  therein  as  publick  Justice  might  direct 
Having  heard  nothing  in  answer  I  must  request  you  to  acquaint  the 

*  Not  found. 
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Board  wliat  Is  daoe,  or  whether  any  thing  eatt  be  done  in  this  affiur 
foa  the  PttnUhm*  &  Preyeiitioa  of  siieh  praotiees. 
I  am  Sir,  with  dae 

Respect  &  Regard  your 

most  obed.  Hbbl  Serv'ty 

J.  R,  Pros*.* 
JHrededf 
Hnble  The*  M-Kean,  Esq.^  Chief  Justice  &e. 


Council  to  J.  D.  Sbrgbakt,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  March  30,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  leqneet^  that  you  will  enquire  of  Mr.  Shewell  what, 
or  whether  any  evidence  he  can  give  respecting  the  property  of  Oen. 
Arnold  in  the  Charming  Nancy  and  the  time  when  he  became  in- 
terested, and  partioolarly  whether  the  General  had  any  property  in 
'  her  at  the  time  he  gave  the  Passport  &c.— If  von  find  he  oan  give 
any  evidence  herein  the  Council  desire  you  will  take  his  deposition, 
^ving  notice  to  the  Qeneral,  and  let  me  have  it  before  four  o'clock 
to  morrow  afternoon,  at  which  time  the  Conference  ia  appointed  to 
be  held  in  the  Assembly  room. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  very  humble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
(Copy) 

J.  D.  Sergeant,  Ssq^  i 


Prssidbnt  Reed  to  Lieutenants,  &o.,  1779. 

In  CounciI| 

Philad«.  March  30«*  1779. 
Sir, 

The  unhappy  State  of  our  Frontiers  which  have  been  already 
Btruck  and  are  threatened  with  further  Ravages  by  the  Indians  & 
Tories,  demands  our  utmost  Exertion  and  Attention.  We  have  the 
fairest  Prospects  that  in  the  Course  of  the  Summer  the  Savages  will 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  729,  and  page  279  of  this  volame. 
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leoeive  Moh  eftolual  Ofumtnemettt  m  will  0B<se  mer^  restore  Peaee  & 
Comfort  to  that  dbtreesed  Comatry*  Sobm  of  the  GoatineBtal  Troops 
will  be  sent  forward,  &  it  is  ooncluded  to  raise  5  Companies  of  Ran- 
gers. Bat  in  the  mean  Time  Protection  is  necessary,  which  can 
onl^  be  giv^n  by  the  Militia.  We  therefore  direct  yoa  that  imme- 
diately upon  the  Receipt  of  thiS;  you  call  upon  the  Batallions  of  the 
post,  in  the  Tosr  of  Dnty,  for  Men,  if  the  Number  cannot  be 
famished  by  one  Class,  the  Militia  Law  is  to  be  strictly  pavsoed,  tbe 
Delinquents  fined  &  ae  prooeed  to  the  next  Gkasi  as  many  bad  Con- 
sequences have  ensued  from  a  different  Course ;  if  one  Class  does 
not  famish  the  Men  required,  you  will  proceed  to  the  next,  &  so  on, 
till  the  Number  is  complete.  When  they  are  thus  furnished  you  are 
to  see  them  equipped,  in  the  best  Manner  that  Circumstances  will 
admit,  &  direct  them  to  be  march'd  to  where  the 

County  Lieutenant  will  muster  them,  and  from  him  they  will  receive 
Directions  where  to  take  their  Station  for  the  Defence  &  Protection  of 
our  distressed  Brethren  on  the  Frontiers.  The  Plan  of  the  Enemy 
is  now  to  distress  us  on  the  Coast  Sc  Frontiers,  in  order  probably  to 
effect  by  their  Cruelty  A;  Barbsority^  what  they  cannot  by  the  for ee  «(f 
Arms,  and  as  this  will  probably  be  the  last  £ffort  we  bope  if  Ttgor- 
eusly  &  effectually  defeated,  Pesoe  witl  soon  be  eslaMished,  on 
honourable  Terms.  Our  ExpeotttHons  of  a  Visit  h<mk  the  Enemy, ' 
from  New  York,  aire  too  well  grounded  to  ieafu  any  Prep«ratioB 
unmade  for  our  Defence,  &  furnish  an  unantwerable  &  we  hope  satis- 
factory Reawm  agaiust  detotoking  from  the  Militia^  of  the  Counties 
bordering  on  the  Sea,  and  indeed  if  w«  do>  from  their  Ignorance  of 
the  Woods  &  the  Mode  of  Fighting,  they  w<Mdd  pr(Mi>ly  only  con- 
sume the  Proyisiona  of  the  Country  without  affording  any  useful  or 
effectual  aid. 

The  Counties  laying  between  being  in  entire  safe^  from  these 
Attacks,  will  we  trust  cheerfully  stop  forth,  &  on  our  Farts  we  shall 
endeavour  that  every  Thing  necessary  be  provided.  The  great 
Destruction  &  Wasto  of  Arms  by  the  Enemy  aa  well  as  otherwise, 
will  make  it  abeolutoly  necessary,  that  the  most  diligent  search  be 
made,  &  that  every  one  possessed  of  Arms  make  Use  of  them  as  a 
supply  cannot  be  obtained  from  this. 

We  trust  from  the  Zeal  &  Alacrity  you  have  shown,  you  will  exert 
your  whbk  Weight  In^fiuence  &  Care  in  doing  the  Business  effectually. 

I  am  Siry 

Your  Obed,  &  Very 

Hbble  Ser. 
Indortedy 
To  the  Lieut*  of  York,  Cumb^  &  Laneaster  Go^- 
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Petition  o^  Wm.  Bush,  1779. 

To  tke  Honourable  the  Supreme  Ezeontive  Council  of  the  Comlion- 
weaith  of  PcMyltank. 

She  petitMB  of  WffliBai  Bmh^       • 

Who  begs  leave  to  inform  your  Honours  that  being  pressed  ear- 
nestly to  dp  soine  work  for  the  Qalleys,  y^  Fort  £  some  Carriages, 
which  if  not  done  would  injure  y*  publick  serrioe,  which  kept  me  in 
t&e  City  till  a  day  or  two  before  y*  enemy  came  into  it,  &  then  for 
wiDt  of  craft  or  oarriaees  which  was  not  to  be  had,  I  was  oblieged 
to  leave  mj  effects  behind  me,  which  the  enemy  opon  comeing  into 
the  City  immediately  took  poss'ion  of^  among  which  was  a  quantity 
of  barr  iron,  which,  &  as  I  have  lately  been  informed,  was  made  into 
hinges  t  other  work  for  y*  gates  &  redouts  that  y*  enemy  set  up 
about  the  City—  ^ 

What  I  would  therefore  request  of  your  Honours  is,  if  upon  proof 
of  what  I  have  above  related  you  should  be  of  oppinion  that  the 
iron  made  use  of  is  my  property^  you  wHI  please  to  give  me  Nberty 
to  take  it,  or  if  made  use  of  for  y*  publick^  that  I  may  be  allowed 
pay  for  it. 

And  your  petitiener  aa  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

Marek  30th,  1779. 


CwiTiFioA^  OP  Btfv.  Wm.  Rogwm,  17T9w 

This  is  to  Certify  that  the  Bev.  Wm.  Itogers,  Brigade  Chaplain 
in  the  Penns*  Line,  tras  about  the  Middle  of  Last  December  autho-^ 
ris'd  by  his  Excellency,  Gen^  Washington,  to  attend  PUty  in  this 
Grarrison  till  further  Orders ;  In  Consequent  whereof'  a  €kneral 
Order  Beapeeling  the  mae  was  Ismed  io  She  Oarrittib. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
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MoKS.  Obbabd  to  Pbbsident  Rbed,  1779. 

A  PhiladelpUe,  le  81  Man,  1779. 

Le  Roi  mon  Maitre  est  irop  jnate  pour .  ne  pu  vouloir  que  les 
Sujets  qui  se  troayent  dans  les  treiie  Etats  Unis  se  sonmetteat 
aux  loiz  da  Pays.  Sa  Majesty  m'a  m^me  eharge  de  eoneoarir  i 
les  tear  faire  obsenrer  antant  qu'il  dependroit  de  moi  et  Ella  a 
menace  de  son  indignation  quioonqae  lea  auroit  viole. 

Je  ne  pais  done  qa'aplaudir,  Monsiear,  aax  mesures  qae  vons 
in'annonodB  aae  le  Conseil  aaquel  voas  presides  est  resola  de  prendre 

Soar  vanger  la  violation  des  loiz  et  da  respect  da  k  ses  Mioifltres 
ont  voos  me  parl^.    Je  voas  prie  de  recevoir  mes  remercimens 
de  Totre  attention. 

Je  veaz,  Monsiear,  toos  donner  nne  noayelle  preave  de  mon 
lele  et  de  mon  Exactitude  sur  oet  objet  en  vous  faisant  part  de  I'avis 

3ae  je  viens  de  receToir,  que  M'  de  liOjant^  et  de  Noirmoot 
oivent  se  battre  oe  Soir.    II  n'j  a  pas  un  moment  k  perdre  poor 
prevenir  oette  noavelle  catastrophe. 
J'ai  rhonnear  d'etre  aveo  un  respectueoz  attachement| 
Honsienri 

Yotre  trte  humble  et  trte 

obeissant  serviteori 

OERABIX 
H'  le  Gnal  Beed|  Pkesidont  da  Conseil  de  Pensjlyanie. 


BxsoLUTioN  ov  General  Assembly,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly  of  PennsjlTania, 

Wednesday;  March  Slet,  1779. 
On  Motioni 

Besolvedi 
That  the  President  and  Conndl  be^  and  they  are  hereby  im- 
powered|  to  hire  or  Charter  one  or  more  Ships  or  other  armed  Ves- 
sells,  to  cruize  for  the  Protection  of  Trade,  in  Consort  with  the  Ship 
Oeneral  Green  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  think  most  adviseable ; 
and  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  Sums  as  may  be  neoesvary 
for  the  above  purpose,  which  draughU  the  Treasuxer  is  hereby 
required  to  pay. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jun., 

Clerk  of  the  Gen.  Ass^j. 
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C.  J.  McKban  to  P&bs.  Bbsd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  had  tbe  Honor  of  a  Letter  from  the  Council  of  the  30*^  instXnt,* 
respecting  an  intercepted  Letter  from  Samnel  R.  Fisher  to  Jahes 
Maud  Fisher  at  New  York.  A9  the  aflFnir  was  in  agitation  at  the 
time  I  receiyed  your  favor,  I  thought  it  best  to  defer  an  answer  until 
it  was  finished.  I  have  committed  Samuel  R.  Fisher  to  answer  for 
his  oondttcty  he  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  Enquiry,  by 
refusing  to  give  any  answer,  whether  it  was  his  hand- writing  or  not, 
Ac.,  until  I  had  summoned  several  witnesses  to  prove  it;  he  then 
confessed  it,  and  relied  on  the  innocence  of  his  intentions. 

I  spent  some  hours  in^  endeavouring  to  persuade  him  to  enter  into 
a  recognisance  in  J^OO,  for  his  appearance  at  the  City  court ;  but 
tho'  Mr.  Andrew  Dos  offered  to  join  in  one  with  him  he  absolutely 
A  positively  refused :  He  was  accompanied  for  part  of  the  time  by 
his  brother  Miers  Fisher,  and  the  whole  time  by  three  Quakers,  who 
1  understood  were  a  Committee  of  the  yearly  meeting.  This  Com- 
Buittee,  or  either  of  them,  tho'  importuned  me,  did  not  give  him  one 
word  of  Advice  to  entor  into  a  recognisance.  They  told  me  that 
many  friends  had  scruples  of  conscience  about  living  Bail  to  answer 
to  charges  of  which  they  thought  themselves  innocent  Whether 
Mr.  Fisher^s  conduct  was  owing  to  Enthusiasm,  Obstinacy,  Contempt 
or  Ignorance,  in  refusing  to  enter  into  a  recogniianoCi  is  unnecessary 
to  be  determined,  but  he  pleaded  Conscience. 
I  am  Sir,  with  the  utmost 

regard  the  Councirs  and 

your  Excellency's  Most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

THO.  McKEAN. 

Philadelphia,  March  Slat,  1779. 
JHreetedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  &o.|  of  Penn- 
sjlvania. 


Pbbb.  Beed  to  Brio.  Gen.  Du  Portaxl,  1779. 

March  Slst,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  here  inclose  you  the  Resolutions  of  the  Council  with  Respect  to 
your  Business.  And  as  I  have  ever  entertained  a  very  particular 
fSsteem  &  Bespect  for  your  Character  &  Abilities,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  impress  like  sentiments  upon  those  Oentlemen  in  Authority  who 

«  See  page  274. 
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Bave  not  had  the  like  Pleasure  of  your  acqaaintanoe — &  I  doiiht  not 
but  jou  wiH  pay  a  doe  Reepeoft  to  the  Wkhes  of  lite  Gbancil  as  ex- 
pressed ia  the  Resolves. 

I  am  Sir  with  much 

Respect  &  Regard, 

your  nuMt  6ML  ft 

^rjr  BbU  Sm\ 
Directed^ 
Brig.  GeiL  D.  Portail. 


Col.  Smith  to  Pbes.  Bkei)«  1779. 

Sir^ 

After  I  lefl;  the  Board,  I  Met  with  Lient.  Daniel  Darrogb,  that  I 
an  well  Acqaainted  with ;  he  eerv^  in  the  Nmth  Pens^  Reg*,  is 
Spirited  and  Brave;  last  Summer  wasi  left  mil  in  the  AnuLzenient— 
he  has  Agreed  to  serve  as  a  Isl  Lieo^,  if  it  is  s^^reeahle  lo  Cooneil  to 
appotat  him.  in  the  Comp'y  to  Be  Rais'd  in  Lanoastov  CesiDty,  I  hue 
not  the  Itiast  Doubt  he.  will  ansf  the  Good  porpcieB  Islended. 
I  am,  with  Great  Esteem,  your  Most  ob* 
&  Very  Humble  Serv*, 

MATXH'W  SMITH. 
Phila.,  Thursday,  4  O'OIodr,  > 
Apnle  1st,  1779.  / 

Directed^ 
His  Ezoelancy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  Fhila. 


Gen.  Du  Portail  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir.    • 

I  hftve  reeeived  your  Excellency's  Letter,  with  the  annexed  re- 
solve of  Council.  Sensible  of  the  Confidence  with  which  they  are 
pleased  to  honor  me,  I  shall  endeavour  to  deserve  it  by  conforming 
to  their  intentions  with  a  Scrupulous  Exactness. 

I  acknowledge  with  thanks,  Sir,  the  advantageous  opinion  Your 
Excellency  is  pleased  to  Entertain  and  to  give  of  me.  I  shall  strive 
to  prore  worthy  of  it,  &  to  answer  the  Expectations  of  your  Excel- 
lency &  the  Hon'ble  Council ;  ininitely  Satisfied  to  find  in  Serving 
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tbe  United  States,  an  opportanity  of  being  useful  to  that  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania  in  particular. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  r 

With  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 
&  very  humble  Serv*, 

LB  CHEV-  DUPORTAIL.* 
Philadelphia,  April  y  Ist,  1779. 
Bis  Excellency  the  Presid.  of  the  State  of  Penns^. 


Puis.  Bbed  to  McClenachan  k  Irwxn,  1779. 

Li  Council, 

Phihida.,  April  1st,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Hon*  House  of  Ass^  passed  yester- 
day, this  Board  have  concluded  to  charter  the  Cutter  Revenge  for  8 
Months,  to  cruise  in  Concert  with  the  Gen>  Oreen,  for  which  pur* 

EM  we  authorise  yon  to  apply  to  the  Owners  of  the  s*  Vessel  & 
ow  upon  what  Terms  she  can  be  had,  stating  the  same  to  us  in 
writing  as  fully  as  you  can,  with  your  own  opinion  thereupon. 

In  a  former  Letter  you  mentioned  100  Dollars  as  a  Bounty  to  be 
given  to  each  able  bodied  Seaman  j  if  this  Eneouiagement  is  sufii- 
eient,  you  will  proceed  upon  it,  but  as  we  think  this  cannot  be  your 
Meaning,  we  request  you  state  clearly  a  Plan  of  Terms  to  be  offered, 
including  the  Pay,  the  Prise  Money,  t  other  usual  Allowances,  &  if 
any  Measures  are  necessary  for  the  manning  the  s'  Vessels,  you  will 
point  them  out,  as  we  are  resolved  that  no  private  Interest  shall 
SUnd  in  Competition  with  the  publick  on  this  Occasion. 

We  shall  consider  the  Recommendation  of  Officers,  &  conclude 
thereon  tomorrow ;  but  by  a  Resolution  botli  of  Congress  and  the 
State,  Officers  of  the  Army  who  have  been  Prisoners  or  discharged 
MB  merely  supernumerary,  are  entitled  to  a  Preference  of  any  others 
in  such  Service  as  they  are  capable  of.  This  is  a  Resolution  to 
which  we  must  desire  your  Attention  in  the  Reoommendation  of  the 
Officers  of  Marines. 

Tour  Application  for  Money  will  be  duly  attended  to,  but  it  is 
Qsnial  in  such  Applications  to  state  the  Sum  requested,  and  as  the 
Treasury  is  at  present  in  a  low  state,  we  must  request  you  to  be  as 
moderate  as  possible  in  your  Demands, 
I  am,  Gen., 

Your  Obed.  H'ble  Serr. 

*  Beferred  to  in  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  Xt,  p.  782. 
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pRBS,  Bbbd  to  Board  op  War,  1779. 

OdQttcil  Ghambery 

April  2,  1779. 

OcntlemeDi  / 

I  was  yesterday  at  the  Park,  &  find  4  Pieces  of  Caimoii  have  been 
sent  down  the  Kivcr.  I  could  wish  that  two  more  may  be  sent, 
with  a  couple  of  Mortars,  one  for  Billingsport  &  the  other  for  Mod 
Islaod,  if  they  could  be  spared.  They  are  much  more  formidable 
to  Ships  who  roust  lay  exposed  to  them  thsu  GanDou,  as  one  suc- 
cessful shell  destroys  the  ship.  There  are  two  or  3  at  the  Park, 
which  Gapt.  Joy  informs  me  can  be  spared,  and  should  you  want 
them  thoy  can  easily  be  returned.  Their  Marks  &  Devices  will 
always  show  to  whom  they  belong.  . 

I  have  been  well  informed  that  there  is  a  great  Number  of  Rifles 
at  Garlisle,  that  want  Repair  of  different  Kinds.  It  is  proposed  to 
arm  the  Rangers  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  with 
Rifles,  and  as  these  kind  of  Arms  are  not  in  the  same  Vogue  they 
were  formerly  in  our  own  Army,  it  would,  I  apprehend,  be  no  In- 
convenience to  any  other  Serrice  to  apply  them  to  this ;  for  this  we 
have  given  all  posable  Encouragement  to  the  Recruits  to  brii^ 
their  own  Arms ;  the  People  of  that  Oonnty  were  so  stripped  tn 
1775  &  17T6  for  the  Continental  Army,  that  they  are  very  destitute. 
I  would  request  that  you  would  give  directions  to  the  proper  Per- 
-sons  there  immediately  to  repair  them,  or,  if  more  agreeable,  deliver 
them  in  their  present  Condition,  to  a  Person  appointed  by  us,  ft  we 
will  take  the  Trouble  of  repahring  them  off  your  hands. 

As  the  raising  these  Troops  will  necessarily  be  a  work  of  Time,  ft 
it  will  be  utterly  improper  to  leave  the  Inhabitants,  especially  of 
Westmoreland  ft  Bedford,  destitute  of  Protectioir  in  the  mean  Time, 
I  have  ordered  250  Militia  from  York,  Cumberland  ft  Lancaster,  to 
march  up  immediately,  ft  must  beg  you  will  give  the  necessary 
Directions  to  the  Gommii^sary  to  supply  them  with  Provisions;  as 
last  as  the  Troops  are  raised  these  Militia  will  be  withdrawn,  and  as 
they  are  instead  of  these  Troops,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  Objection 
to  feeding  them  (ill  they  are  relieved. 

I  received  a  few  Lines  from  Gen.  Washington  yesterday,  tending 
to  remove  in  part  the  Impressions  his  former  Letter  might  have 
made ;  the  Enemy  have  given  over  their  Expedition,  or  at  least  thej 
so  give  out,  x)n  aec*  of  the  snow  Storm.  But  there  Is  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  Preparations  made  to  receive  them  had  some  Effect 
I  am,  with  due  respect,    • 

Your  most  obedient  ft  hmble  Ser^ 

H'nble  Boatd  olWar. 
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Pbb8.  Bsbd  to  Cot..  ZebuiiOn  Butub,  1779. 

Goancll  Chamber; 

April  2, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Board  of  War  delivered  me  a  Copy  of  your  Letter  to  them 
respecting  the  late  Attack  &  Depredations  on  the  Frontiers.  It 
gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  so  vigorous  &  spirited  an  Exertion 
on  the  Occasion,  &  as  all  other  Considerations  yield  to  those  of  com- 
mon Safety  &  DeUwie,  I  hope  no  Disputes  &  Differences  will  arise 
betveea  the  Settlers  under  the  different  Claims,  but  perfect  Union 
ft  Harmony  prevail,  so  as  to  enable  both  to  exert  their  joint  strength 
to  repel  the  common  Enemy.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  assuring 
yoa  Chat  ths  State  of  Ihe  frontier  Settlements  is  regarded  here  with 
that  attention  which  their  Services  &  Sufferings  most  justly  demand. 
I  lately  went  to  the  Camp  on  purpose  to  confer  with  the  Commander 
in  Chief  on  this  important  Subjeet^  ft  have  the  Pleasure  of  assuring 
yon  that  he  is  fully  impressed  with  a  like  sense  of  your  Danger  ft 
Merit,  ft  that  the  most  effectual  Measures  are  ip  Train,  not  merely 
to  protect  ^  defend,  bat  to  mak«  the  Savngee  &  the  fiore  Savage 
Christians  among  them,  feel  the  Weight  of  the  American  Arms. 
Before  this  reaches  you,  I  b^pe  you  have  rec^  a  Reinforcement  from 
Genl.  Hand,  ft  that  in  Case  of  any  future  attempt,  you  will  not  only 
be  able  to  repel  but  to  chastise  ft  disappoint  it  effectually.  I  would 
wish  you  to  give  ail  possible  Eneounfement  lo  the  »ppreb«n8ive 
SeUlers  to  stand  their  Ground,  as  they  will  undoubtedly  be  sup- 
ported, ft  believe  tliat  laying  aside  all  IHstioclioos  here  b«t  tboae  of 
.Friesda  ft  finemifis  to  the  American  Cause  of  Freedom  ft  Virtue, 
we  are  resolved  to  do  Avery  Thing  ia  our  Power  to  give  Effectoal 
Support  ft  Protection. 

I  shall  be  glad  at  all  Times  to  hear  from  you  on  affairs  of  a  pub- 
lick  Nature,  ft  most  readily  return  the  Civility  as  well  aa  render  you 
any  particular  Service. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  ft  very 

Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  BEBO. 
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Bbsolutioit  or  Gbnbral  Assbmblt,  1779. 

.    la  Oeneral  Aasemblj  of  PenDsyhania, 

Friday,  April  2d.  1779. 

The  PetitioB  si^ed  by  John  Haieiwood  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
others  officers  of  the  State  Navy,  was  read  a  seoond  time  aod  theie- 

UpOD, 

Besolved, 
That  it  be  referred  to  the  Supreme  Ezeoatite  Ooanml. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  jr., 

ClkofGen.  Ass'y.* 


Board  or  Wah  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

War  Office,  Ap'1 2d,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Beairer  is  the  Express  who  came  ftrom  Wioming  with  the 
Dispatehes  from  0<ri  Botler.  Should  your  fixoellency  have  Lettera 
to  send  on  the  subject  he  will  carry  them  if  you  think  proper.  As 
the  conduct  of  the  British  oa  the  Frontiera  is  out  of  the  Hands  of 
the  Board*  we  can  take  no  steps  in  the  Matter. 
I  have  the  Honor  to 

be  with  great  respect, 

your  very  obed.  Serv% 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

InBehftifoftheBoard. 
Direciedy 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XL,  p.  788. 
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McClbnachan  k  Irwin  to  Pubs.  Bbbd,  1779, 

•       Philad.  2d  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Excellency's  fav'  of  yesterday  we  duel j  received  agreeable 
to  yoar  orders  we  waited  upon  fhe  owners  of  the  Cutter,  their  terms 
are  as  follows*— 

1.  Capt.  CunniDgham  shall  be  contioned  in  the  command  of  her, 
and  the  offioere  whom  he  has  appointed  shall  hold  their  respective 
stations  on  board.  It  is  said  and  we  believe,  Capt.  Cunningham 
knows  better  how  to  manage  such  a  vessell  than  any  other  Person 
here  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  Bravery. 

2.  The  State  shall  Insure  the  Cutter  at  the  price  she  cost  the 
present  owners. 

8.  The  State  shall  return  the  Cutter  in  as  good  condition  as  they 
receive  her,  or  pay  as  much  as  three  Judges  now  appointed,  shall 
adjudge  adequate  to  the  damage  she  may  sustain. 

4.  The  State  shall  pay  the  owners  of  the  Cutter  at  the  rate  of  Ten 
thousand  pounds  ^  month  while  in  the  State  service. 

These  are  the  lowest  terms  of  the  owners,  and  tho'  they  are  higher 
than  we  could  wish,  vet  we  are  fully  convinced  your  Excellency  will 
be  serving  the  State  by  chartering  her  at  this  rate,  and  we  do  assure 
you,  that  we  would  not  hesitate  in  taking  her  on  our  private  ace**  on 
those  terms,  as  this  is  much  the  best  Season  for  Cruising. 

Should  you  conclude  to  take  her,  we  think  we  can  man  both  her 
and  the  ship,  by  giving  the  Crew's  three  fourths  of  all  Commissioned 
VesseUs,  and  one  half  of  Letters  of  marque  &  merchantmen  unarmed 
iherelbr«  recommend  to  you,  not  to  give  a  larger  share  of  the  Prise 
money  to  the  Crew's,  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  the  States 
share  of  prise  money  will  more  than  doubly  repav  all  expences  &o. 
We  reoommend  it  to  your  ExceUency  to  give  the  officers  &  men 
the  costomary  monthly  Wages  lately  given  by  the  State. 

Ik  will  be  necessary  to  advance  each  able  Bodyed  Seaman  one 
hundred  Dollars,  and  Landsmen  Fifty  Doll'"  or  more  if  we  should 
find  a  larger  sum  needful,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  enter,  this  ad- 
vance money  to  be  heceafier  deducted  from  their  Wages  or  Prise 
money. 

If  you  dont  take  the  Cutter  would  advise  your  giving  the  crew  of 
the  Ship  the  whole  of  all  Kings  Yessells  and  Privateers,  and  one 
half  of  Letters  of  marque  &  unarmM  Yessells,  by  which  encouragement 
the  State  Ship  will  get  maned  before  the  Cutter,  or  any  other  Private 
Yessell,  and  it  may  probably  induce  them  to  make  a  better  ^Battle 
than  they  wo*  do  for  a  smaller  share. 

But  if  you  send  the  Yessells  in  consort  (as  we  before  mention)  we 
would  not  give  the  Crew's  more  than  three  fourths  the  Commissioned 
Yessells,  and  one  half  of  Letters  of  marque  &  unarmed  Yessells. 
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When  we  meet  with  a  BuperDumerj  officer  who  will  accept  of  tbe 
CoQimaDd  of  the  marines,  and  qualifjed  for  the  office,  shall  lake  the 
liberty  of  recommend'g  him,  Afr.  Patterson  has  been  in  the  serrioe 
of  the  Continent  from  the  first  of  the  War  ti^  lately  when  a  dispute 
about  Rank  cansed  him  to  resign. 

Shall  be  glad  how  soon  yon  determine  about  the  Cutter,  and  tllso 
upon  the  Terms  on  which  we  are  to  engage  the  men,  as  sailors  never 
look  upon  themselves  bound  till  they  sign  articles,  which  we  want 
printed  with  all  possable  expedition. 

Request  you  will  give  us  an  order  on  Mr  Styles  for  such  military 
Stores  as  we  may  want  from  him. 
We  are  your  Excellency's 

most  obed.  humble  Serv^ 

BLAIR  M'CLENACHAN. 
MATrW  IRWIN.    • 
JDirectedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.     , 


Board  of  War  to  Prks.  Rbed,  1779. 

War  Ofice,  Ap'l  3,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Reason  of  mentioning  the  Want  of  Ammonitton  at  Wioming 
to  you  was  that  as  your  Excellency  had'  lately  been  at  oamp,  ft  eon* 
ferred  with  the  General  on  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers  as  we  vn* 
derstood,  it  was  thought  you  were  acquainted  with  the  Plan  formed 
for  the  supply  of  the  Posts  both  with  Ammunition  &  other  Artides, 
&  if  the  General  had  taken  order  in  the  Matter  our  doing  it  woakl 
be  unnecessary.  We  have  ordened  five  thooBaad  Cartridges  to  be 
sent  from  Easton  where  we  have  about  double  that  Number.  Seme 
permanent  System  should  be  established  for  the  Supply  of  the  Posti 
rethaps  the  General  has  done  it,  but  we  are  uQacquaiufetd  with  it 
I  am  Sir  with  great 

Respect  your  obed.  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
DtrectefJ, 

Eis  Excellency  President  Reed.  (Private) 


t  \ 
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Board  op  War  to  Prbs.  Resd,  17T9. 

War  Office,  Safardaj  Morn'g,  April  dd,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  mentioDed  tbat  Col.  Batler  desired  him  to  inform  that  he 
had  but  a  very  short  Supply  of  AmmuuitioD.  If  you  will  be  pleased 
to  make  a  Requisitiou  for  a  Quantity  it  may  be  delivered  to  the  order 
of  CouDcii  from  our  Magazine  at  Lebanon. 

Your  very  obed.  Serv*, 

R.  PETERS- 
Directeih 
His  Exoellenoy  President  Reed. 


P.  Qrernwalt  to  Council,  1779. 

Lebanon,  April  3d,  1779* 
Sir, 

In  Conjplyanee  with  the  Orders  from  the  Honorable  the  Supr« 
'SLx}  Council  of  this  State  I  beg  leave  to  Acr)uaint  you,  That  I  am 
not  Possessed  of  auy  luventurys  or  returns  of  Forfeited  Estates  there 
being  no  Body  in  my  district  oonicing  under  the  Act,  Save  Mr.  Ma< 
M.  Hugh,  who  managed  so  polirically  that  nothing  could  be  done 
with  his  goods,  they  being  Owned  by  others. 
I  am  S'  with 

great  respect, 

yont  Ham.  Serv^, 

P.  GREENWALT. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Register.  ' 
Fttv*  "^  bearer. 


Resolittioks  op  Congress,  1779, 

In  Congress, 

Philadelphia,  April  8, 1779. 
Resolved, 

That  unanimity  and  harmony  between  the  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  asseiublud  and  each  state  individually,  has 
been,  under  God,  thi  ^^PPJ  means  of  our  pbst  8ucee68,and  the  only 
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sure  foundatioD  whereon  to  rest  our  future  hopes  of  tenninatiDg  the 
contest  vith  Great  Britain  with  honour  and  advantage. 
Resolved, 

That  Congress  is  highly  sensible  of  the  importance  and  services 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  present  contest,  and  regard  with 
sincere  concern  and  regret  every  event  which  may  tend  to  lessen  the 
mutual  confidence  and  affection  which  has  hitherto  subsisted. 
Resolved, 

That  it  is  the  full  intention  of  Congress,  on  all  occasions,  to  nam- 
festajust  and  equal  attention  to  the  said  state  and  authority  of 
Pennsylvania  as  of  any  other  state  in  the  union. 
Resolved, 

That  any  disrespectful  and  indecent  behaviour  of  any  officer  of 
any  rank  under  the  appointment  of  Congress,  to  the  civil  anthoritj 
of  any  state  in  the  Union  will  be  discountenanced,  and  that  a  con* 
trary  behaviour  will  be  considered  as  one  of  the  first  means  to  recom- 
mend any  officer  to  the  favour  and  notice  of  Congress. 
Resolved, 

That  His  Bxcellency,  Joseph  Reed's,  letter  to  Congress  of  the  25 
of  January,  1779,  and  Ocneral  Arnold's  letters  of  8th  &  12th  of 
February,  and  the  resolves  therein  contained  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  be,  with  the  evidence  which  have  beea 
collected  and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  those  letters  transmitted 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  appoint  a 
Court  Martial  on  the  first,  second,  third  and  fifth  articles  contained 
in  the  said  resolves  of  the  said  Executive  Council — the  said  articles 
only  being  cognisable  by  a  Court  Martial,  and  that  the  reference  be 
notified  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  they  be  requested 
to  furnish  the  evidence  to  the  Court  MartiaL* 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

OHAS.  THOMPSON,  Sec'y. 


Pbbs't.  Bebb  to  MgGlbnaohan  a  Iewin,  1779. 

In  Conncil. 

PhUada.,  April  8d,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  just  received  your  Favour.  The  terms  appear  high,  and 
as  we  are  acting  for  the  publick  we  would  wish  you  take  the  Senti- 
ments in  writing  of  two  or  three  other  disinterested  Merchants  on 
the  Monthly  hire,  as  we  would  wish  to  do  Justice  both  publick  and 
private. 

«  See  letter  of  Prest  Jay,  April  13,  postea. 
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Gapfc.  GoByn^ham  &  his  officers  eoniinaiag  in  Command,  is  aooept- 
able  to  us,  provided  Rank  &  Command  between  them  &  those  of  the 
ship  be  dalj  asoertained. 

The  Insuranoe  at  an  appraised  yalae  we  think  most  reasonable. 
Other  Reasons  besides  a  just  Value  might  have  induced  the  owners 
to  purchase,  &  we  do  not  consider  our  own  people  bidding  against 
the  State  bj  any  Means  a  Reason  to  justify  a  great  Demand — ^if  it 
is  Reasonable  to  ask  the  Price  bid  the  Appraisers  will  say  so.  The 
8d  Article  should  have  the  Amend^  that  s**  shall  be  returned  in  as 
good  Condition  as  taken,  the  usual  Wear  &  Tear  excepted.  Damages 
from  a  storm  or  an  Engagement  will  be  excepted,  of  Course. 

We  would  wish  you  to  draw  up  the  Articles  in  Turn  on  the  Terms 
proposed,  &  get  them  printed  with  all  Expedition,  as  we  suppose  the 
Matter  may  be  entirely  settled  with  the  owners  of  the  Cutter,  one 
way  or  another,  immediately,  &  the  Articles  drawn. 

If  the  Qentlemen  who  own  the  Cutter  reject  these  Propositions 
we  would  wish  it  might  be  done  in  writing. 

I  am,  Gent.,  Your  obed't  H'ble  Ser/i 


Prbbibbht  BnD  to  Board  oi*  War,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  hare  just  reoeived  your  Savour  of  this  Morning.  It  is,  to  be 
sure,  of  the  last  Importance  that  Col.  Butler  &  his  Troops  should  be 
supplied  with  ammunition,  but  as  he  is  a  Continental  officer  he  is 
doubtless  entitled  to  a  supply  from  the  United  States.  If  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Frontier  Counties  are  in  want  we  shall  gladly  accept 
your  Offer,  but  unless  Col.  Butler's  Letter  speaks  of  it  we  do  not 
know  of  any  particular  OalL 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  obed't  H'ble  Serv't, 

JOS.  REED. 

Coundl  Chamber,  April  3d,  1779. 


Secretart  Matlaok  to  James  Bead,  &o.,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  3, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  direct  me  to  request  your  attendance  in  Council, 

there  being  now  only  five  members  in  the  city,  and  Mr.  Hambrigh^ 

one  of  the  five,  beinff  unwell,  has  not  attended  this  day,  which  has 

prevented  a  quorum  being  made.    You  see  the  necessity  there  is  for 

Vol.  VlL— 13 
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tbu  request^  whidh  is  made  to  yon  and  Mr.  Arndt,  and  the  Oonndl 
hope  tbat  yon  will  both  attend. 

The  news  which  is  passing,  beiDg  very  wild  and  nnoertain,  I  ahall 
not  tronble  yon  with  it — ^but,  npon  the  whole^  the  Whigs  are  gaining 
ground.  , 

I  am,  with  great  respecty 

Tour  most  obedient  & 

Very  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 
To  H'nble  James  Bead,  &c. 


Council  to  Col.  Thomas  Proctor,  1779. 

Philad%  April  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  His  Ezcellenoy  the  President,  I  enclose  you  an  order 
from  the  Board  of  War  to  deliver  two  pieces  of  iron  cannon  and  two 
Howitz,  which  His  Excellency  desires  yon  will  receive  and  place 
on  the  fortifications  at  Mud  island  and  Billingsport,  as  you  shall  see 
occasion.*  The  Cannon  to  be  twenty  four  pounders,  and  the  Howiti 
to  be  the  largest  size  you  can  obtain.  You  will  report  to  the  Coun- 
cil your  receipt  of  them,  and  the  situations  in  which  you  place  them. 
The  Council  aro  of  opiDion,  with  the  Board  of  War,  that  one  Howits 
at  each  of  the  two  places  will  be  most  proper. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

You  will  of  course  receive  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition. 

T.  M. 
Directed^ 
To  CoP.  Tho-  Proctor,  of  the  Artillery. 

*  See  page  298. 
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Inbtruotions  to  SHBBI7F  Clatpoolb,  1779. 

PhUadelphia,  April  4,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Gbief  Jnstioe  has  informed  the  Gonncil  that  he  had  com- 
mitted Samuel  B.  Fisher  to  Goal  on  a  charge  of  Misprision  of  Trea- 
son, and  the  Council  are  surprised  to  receive  information  that  he  is 
not  in  confinement.  They  direct  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is  their 
express  order,  that  you  do  immediately  confine  the  s*  S.  R.  Fisher  in 
the  common  Goal  according  to  the  commitment  delivered  to  you,  and 
according  to  your  duty  in  such  case,  until  he  give  the  usual  security 
for  his  appearance,  &c.,  or  until  you  shall  receive  further  order  from 
the  8*  Chief  Justice  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  &o.^ 

T.  M.,  Secy* 
DireeUdf 

To  James  Olaypoole,  Esq',  Sheriff  of  the  city  &  county  ef  Philad*. 


Gbkl.  St.  Clair  to  Pbbs't  Rbbd,  1779, 

Millstone,  April  4th,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  your  favour  of  the  24^  ult*,  you  mention  that  Colonel  Proetora 
Regiment  and  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Gallies  are  put  upon  the 
Line  of  the  State,  and  entitled  to  the  same  supplies  as  the  other 
Troops.  This  will  increase  the  Demand  for  the  Articles  with  which 
they  are  to  be  furnished,  and  consequently  makes  Economy  in  the 
distribution  more  necessary-— indeed  1  believe  it  will  be  very  diffi* 
euli  to  keep  up  a  constant  and  regular  supply.  The  Resolve  of 
Council  enumerates  the  Quantity  and  species  which  every  Man  may 
lake  weekly,  in  which  I  conceive  I  have  no  Power  to  make  any 
Alteration,  but  as  many  of  the  soldiers  may  not  chuse  to  take  every 
Article,  I  directed  that  a  return  of  the  Names  of  the  Men,  and  the 
respective  Articles  they  chose  to  be  furnished  with,  in  the  stated  pro- 
portions, should  be  made  out  weekly  and  signed  by  the  commanding 
officers  of  Regiments,  and  that  the  Quarter  Masters  should  there- 
upon apply  to  M'  Zeigler  for  the  whole  Quantity  for  the  Regiment, 
giving  a  Receipt  upon  the  Return,  and  that  the  Pay  Masters 
should  stop  from  the  Regiments  monthly  the  value  of  the  Articles 
received,  taking  a  Receipt  from  M'  Zeigler  upon  the  same  R»- 

*  See  Col.  Bee  ,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  786. 
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turns,  whioh  sbould  become  Touchers  for  tbat  Deborsement ;  and 
as  tbej  had  every  Mans  Name  in  the  Retam  it  traa  easiest  Mode 
for  both  that  I  could  think  of.  If  the  Supplies  are  like  to  M 
shorty  it  would  perhaps  be  well  enough  to  leasen  the  Quantity  ^of 
some  Articles. 

I  have  spoken  to  his  Excellency  about  the  uniform  of  Gololiel 
Proctors  Raiment.  He  has  understood  that  the  Officers  of  that 
Regimeot  haye  already,  in  a  great  measure,  supplied  themselves 
with  blue,  ahd  for  that  Reason  consents  to  it  for  this  year,  as  he  is 
unwilling  to  put  them  to  the  Expense  of  other  Cloathing,  but  they 
musl  in  Aiture  oonform  to  the  Colour  of  the  Coq>8;  let  that  be  what 
it  may. 

I  thank  vou  very  kindly  for  your  attention  to  me.    I  will  accept 
the  Cask  of  Wine,  and  whilst  we  dedicate  a  part  of  it  to  the  Genius 
of  convivial  Mirth,  will  not  forget  a  grateful  Libation  to  the  I>onor. 
I  am  with  great  Respect  and  Esteem,  Sir, 
your  Excellencys  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

A'  S*  CLAIR.* 
JHrededf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Board  op  War  to  President  Ebed,  1779. 

War  Office,  April  4, 1779. 
8ir, 

We  beg  Leave  to  inform  you  that  12  or  18  IndiM  Chiefii  of  that 
Part  of  the  Delaware  Nation  who  have  thro'  the  whole  Course  of  our 
Affidrs  evidenoed  their  Fidelity  to  the  United  States,  are  anived 
ft  encamped  on  the  Common  to  prevent  their  getting  the  Small  Pox. 
They  came  on  a  visit  to  Congress,  ft  perhaps  may  also  visit  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  We  have  troubled  you  with  this  merely  as  • 
Piece  of  Infonnataon,  that  if  Council  dioose  to  say  any  thing  to 
them  on  Behalf  of  the  State,  they  may  have  an  Oppertunity  of 
doing  it. 

We  are,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

your  very  obe*  Servants, 
RICHARD  PETERS, 
ByOnker. 
DireeUdf 
On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Council  of 
Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 

*  See  pi^  298. 
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Bbsolutions  op  Congress,  1779. 

In  Congress;  S*"*  April,  1779. 

Whereaa,  tb^  duties  of  the  Sub — or  State  cloathierB  who  are  to  be 
appointed  according  to  the  late  regulations  of  the  cloathiers  departs 
ment  will  be  very  unequ^,  the  quota  of  the  battaQioiMi  of  the  sevend 
States  differing; 

Resolved,  That  each  State  determine  and  pay  the  salary  proper 
for  its  eloathier,  and  that  each  State  cloathier  shall  ha  allowed  two 
rations  &  forage  for  one  horse  per  day  during  the  time  he  is  in  actual 
Berrice  with  the  army,  and  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same  : 

That  the  regimental  cloathiers  have  an  allowanoe  of  thirty  dollars 
per  month  in  addition  to  their  present  appointment : 

That  the  cloathier  general  be  authorized  to  employ  one  clerk,  who 
shall  receive  the  same  allowance  as  the  clerks  of  the  Auditors  of 
the  Army. 

Bztract  from  the  Mittntes,^ 

CHA.  THOMSON;  0ec'y. 


Gbn.  WASHnroTOK  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Middle  Brook ; 

6*  April,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  fav'  of  the  29^  March  reached  me  a  few  days  ago.  I  cannot 
eonceive  from  whence  can  arise  the  antipathy  of  Col^  Proctor  and  his 
Officers  to  the  Uniformf  adopted  by  all  the  other  regiments  of  Artil- 
lery. In  every  Service,  it  is  omiomary  to  distingaish  Corps  by 
a  particular  Uniform,  and  as  Black  and  Red  has  been  pitched  upon 
for  thait  of  the  American  Continental  Artillery,  it  is  unreasonable  in 
him  to  make  any  objections  to  it.  As  Blue  and  Red  have  hitherto 
been  the  Uniforms  di  his  Regiment,  I  imagine  the  officers  are,  in 
genenl,  provided  with  Cloathing  of  that  kind  for  this  Year,  and  it 
wonld  therefore  be  inoonvenient  to  make  a  ebange  at  present :  But 
I  wonld  wirii  yon  to  inform  Col*  Proelor,  that  it  is  expected  he  will 
eonform  next  year. 

'  It  is  good  pciiej  to  diversify  o«r  Uniform  as  mneh  aa  possible,  aa 
theraby  the  demand  for  any  partioalar  oolours,  and  of  conrse  the  price 
sa  deareased.  Bine  Cloth  is  now  higher  priced  than  any  other  (except 
fiaariet  &  Buff)  because  sooh  numbers  prefer  it. 

By  one  ot  the  Regulations  for  the  establishment  of  the  Corpa 
of  Bngineera,  they  are  striotiy  enjoined  not  to  communicate  their 
surveys  or  plans  to  any  others,  than  each  public  Bodies  as  are  proper 

*  8w  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XL,  p,  742. 
t  Bee  page  292. 
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to  be  iDtrusted  with  them — the  Commander  in  Chief — or  commanding 
General  under  whom  thej  may  be  acting.  This,  I  imagine,  will  be 
a  sufficient  obligation  upon  Gen^  Du  Portail  without  my  giving  him 
the  hint  you  mention. 

Mr.  Tilghman  will  give  you  such  information  respectiDg  Mr. 
Shewell. 

as  he  recollects.    I  am^  with  great  Esteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

Gov.  Reed.  G«  WASHINGTON. 


Col.  Bknj.  Flowbr  to  Council,  1779. 

Phila*,  5*^  AprU,  1779, 10  o'  Clock  Night 
Sir, 

I  am  just  favoured  with  yours  containing  the  request  of  the  Hon^ 
Council,  relative  to  the  Rifles  to  be  delivered  at  Carlisle  to 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  With  which  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
complying,  as  ^  inclosed  Order — ^And  am  your  obd^ 

Huml.  Serv*, 

BENJ.  FLOWBR, 

Col.  Ay.,  C.  G.  M.  S. 
Directed^ 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Sec'y  to  the  Hon'  Executive  Council  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.    Present 


Bbsoluiions  of  Genbbal  Assbmblt,  1779« 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania ; 

Monday,  AprU  6%  1779. 
A  Memorial  from  Capt  Isaac  Corin,  setting  forth  that  he  had 
raised  a  Company  of  Artillery  in  this  State ;  that  he  has  been  con- 
stantly  employed  in  the  Laboratory  for  fixing  Ammunition  for  the 
Continental  Army,  &a,  and  praying  that  the  said  OcMnpaay  may  ba 
admitted  to  the  Benefits  and  Advantages  allowed  to  the  other  Tioopi 
of  this  State,  was  road  and  considered,  and  thereupon 

Besolved,  that  the  said  Capt.  Isaac  Conn's  Company  of  Arliilery 
be  Considexed  as  part  of  the  Quota  of  this  State  and  receiva  all  tha 
Benefits  and  Advantages  which  our  other  Troops  Are  Intatled  to,  upon 
a  Certificate  being  Obtained  from  the  Board  of  War  that  this  Com- 
mon  Wealth  has  Credit  for  sud  Company  as  a  part  of  its  Quota. 
Extract  txom  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 
Clk.  of  Gen.  Ass'. 
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Resolutions  of  Genesal  Assembly^  1779. 

In  Oeneral  Assemblj  of  Pennsylvaniai 

Monday,  April  5th,  1779. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  that  the  attention  and  Care  of  the  Sapreme  Exeontive 
Council  of  this  State  in  detecting  public  abuses  are  highly  acceptable 
to  this  House  and  that  they  will  support  them  in  the  due  discharge 
of  so  neoessary  a  duty. 

Resolvedi  that  the  Executive  Powers  of  Government  have  been 
administered  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  this  House  and  the  general 
Content  of  the  i^ood  People  of  this  State,  and  that  this  House  chear« 
fully  give  this  Testimony  of  their  approbation  to  His  Excellency  the 
President  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Council  as  an  earnest  of 
their  Resolution  to  support  them  in  a  continuance  of  the  faithful  and 
honorable  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  a  mark  of  their  perfect  Con- 
fidence and  Regard. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 

Clk  of  the  Gen.  Assembly. 


Council  to  Rbv'd  John  Ettwein,  1779. 

Philada.,  April  5, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  send  by  the  first  good  opportunity 
half  a  pound  of  Common  sized  wafers,  500  for  the  Great  seal  and 
500  or  1000  for  the  less  seal  of  the  State  and  I  will  pay  you,  or  your 
order  for  them  on  demand. 
I  am  with  great 

respect  your  Fr* 

&  hm'ble  Servant. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y* 
Directed^ 
Rev'd  John  Ettwein^  at  Bethlehem. 
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Council  to  Col.  B.  Flowbr,  1779. 

Philada.,  April  5, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Gotineil  direot  me  to  reqaeet  yon  will  please  to  send  an  ordn 
for  the  Eiffles  whioh  the  Board  of  War  have  in  their  letter  handed 
to  you  by  Col.  Proctor,  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  arm  the  five  oom- 
panies  now  to  be  raised — ^Yoa  will  please  to  leave  a  blank  for  th^ 
name  to  whom  they  are  to  be  delivered,  the  appointment  not  beiog  yet 
made.  The  house  of  Assembly  adjourning  this  evening  the  memben 
aet  homeward  tomorrow.  I  must  tiierefore  beg  you  to  forward  to  me 
the  order  by  11  o'Clock  to  morrow  morning. 
I  am  Sir,  your 

very  hm'ble  Servant, 

T.  MATLAGK,  Sec* j. 
Directed, 
To  Col.  Flower, 


Council  to  Gbn.  Robbrdeau,  1779. 

Philada.,  AprU  5th,  1779. 
D'  Sir,     . 

We  have  appointed  Capt.  Thomas  Cluggage*  to  one  of  the  Inde- 
peod*  Compfiniea,  but  we  ture  at  a  Loss  for  Lieutenants,  this  Company 
to  be  raised  in  Bedford,  if  from  your  own  Knowledge  you  eoald 
recommend  either  of  the  old  Officers  of  his  Company  or  either  of  the 
lathers  we  ahould  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

I  am  Sir, 
Birectedf 

To  Gen.  Boberdeau. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  74a 
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Baritabb  Doughbrtt  to  Pbss.  Bbsd,  1779. 

air, 

Having  the  Honor  of  hemg  appointed  last  year  it  a  CommiMion 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  the  Tryal  of  Sandiy  PeraooB  in  the  Oounij 
of  Bedford,  the  Gourt  was  held  agreeaUe  to  the  said  Oommlssion  and 
adjimtned  to  the  middle  of  May  next;  the  worthy  Mr  M*Glean  of 
York  attended,  and  indeed  it  was  intirely  owing  to  Superior  abilities 
and  attention  that  the  same  was  eondueted  weH. 

Oen.  Armstrong,  and  Mr.  Hnbly  in  all  probability  will  not  attend 
and  in  Case  the  Honorable  Counoil  do  aot  think  of  superseding  the 
Commission,  and  Mr.  MK}lean  shou'd  not  attend  we  shon'd  be  greatly 
embarrassed,  and  in  partionlar  ob  aoct  of  my  being  totally  Ignorant 
of  the  Law.  I  do  therefore  request  that  if  it  is  the  will  of  Gouncil  the 
Goart  should  sit  on  die  adjonmmntj  there  may  be  sneh  orders  sent 
to  that  Gentleman  urging  the  neeessity  of  his  going  to  Bedford, 
agreeaUe  to  adjournment;  in  order  to  hold  the  Court  as  it  is  abso- 
lutely neeessary. 

I  am  Sir;  with  all 

due  respect,  your  most 

obed*  Hble  Serv*, 

SABNABB  DOUQHBBTT. 

Phila^  April  6th,  1779. 
'J)ireeied, 

On  pufalic  Business. 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Sooit,  Member  of  the  Supreme  Exeoutire 
OooiKdl  in  Peonsyhania. 


John  HvBLirr  to  Gouitozl,  1779. 

John  Hubley  of  Lancaster  begs  leave  to  represent  To  His  Excel- 
lency the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  under  the  directions  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety  and  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  He  has  built  a  Powder  Magsaine  And 
Store  House  at  I^measter,  for  this  State^  which  now  are  fiaished  save 
the  layinff  of  about  3  or  4000  feet  of  Floor. 

That  the  said  Magazine  &  Stote  House  have  been  and  still  are 
occupied  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  since  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1777. 

13* 
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That  he  has  expended  and  aocounted  for  all  the  monies  put  into 
his  Hands  for  the  building  of  the  said  Magazine  A  Store. 

That  there  still  remain  some  accounts  against  him  for  Timber 
Scantling  and  other  materials  and  for  Workmen's  wages  anpidd,  the 
smbttht  of  which  he  does  not  ezAotly  know  but  upon  an  Estimate  is 
of  Opinion  may  amount  to  about  £800  for  which  he  prays  money 
ma^  be  pot  into  his  Hands  to  defray  the  eame.- 

JOHN  HUBLEY. 

Philada.,  April  6th,  1779. 
Jndoned, 
Bead  in  Gomicil  same  day. 


Col.  Thos.  PfidcTOR  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  6th,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  Oomplianoe  with  the  order  of  your  Ei^celleney  I  have  to  inform 
you  how  far  I  have  proceeded  in  disposing  of  the  Gannon  k  Stores 
order'd  to  Billingsport  and  Fort  Mifflin,*  four  of  the  18  Pounders  as 
first  ordered  down  the  mer  are  mounted  at  Billingsport  with  one  18 
Pounder  ft  a  12  P'  that  have  been  there  fat  some  tim^  past,  and 
received  only  part  of  the  Stores  Indented  for  said  place  they  not  beii^ 
at  this  time  prepared,  the  last  order  for  placing  two  24  pounders  £ 
one  8  Inch  Howitzer  at  Fort  Mifflin  and  one  8  Inch  uowitaer  at 
Billingsport,  I  hvre  presented  to  ibe  Ootoimiss^  of  MiiUtary  Stores 
with  the  Inclosed  from  the  Board  of  War  on  aaitorday  evenaigf^and 
also  the  Inventory  for  amunition  fto*,  this  mominff. 

The  two  Howitzers  go  down  this  evening  agreeable  to  your  direc- 
tion, the  24P»  are  not  yet  fit  for  service,  but  orders  are  Issued  for 
their  being  speedily  compleated.  I  will  use  every  means  in  mv 
power  to  get  these  tfiipgs  I  have  \a,  P^ovm  f  ut  in  the  best  order  ft 
shall  with  pleasure  acquaint  you  of  what  I  might  Conceive  necessary 
to  add  for  oux  defence. 

I  am  your  Excellencys 

Obd*  &  most  Hbie  Serv«, 

TiHO.  PROCTOR,  CoL  P.  A. 

His  Bzeellency  Jos.  Beed,  I^eldent  of  GouneiL 

*  See  nage  290. 


I 
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6sN.  BoBBRPiHAtr  TO  Prbs.  Rbep,  1779. 

Philad.,  April  6th,  1779. 
l>8ir, 

I  am  honored  with.  joturlixcelleQdes  fa/vor  in  answer  to  which  I 
can  only  inform  of  a  Lieu'  Meens,  whose  first  name  I  have  forgot, 
who  aeqoftted  himself  well  and  with  great  adroitness  in  an  Escort  of 
some  prisoners  I  sent  to  Bedford  Jail,  in  prerenting  a  rescue,  I  think 
him  worthy  of  a  higher  command  from  this  circumstance,  and  from 
the  whole  of  his  behaviour,  but.do  not  )cnow  where  he  lives  I  suppose 
in  Bedford  County,  but  he  is  well  known  to  Capt.  Gluggage,  as  he 
was  under  his  Command.  I  wait  your  Ezoellencys  Commands  as  I 
have  letters  ibfoming  tha£  the  Inhabitants  wait  only  my  ap|)earano6 
intending  then  to  Evacuate  without  I  can  give  them  encouragement 
from  preparations  making,  to  which  I  remain  a  Stranger,  except  as 
the^single  fact  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress  to  raise  five  Companies. 

1  requ^t  to  be  honored  with  an  Interview  to  lay  some  facts  before 
you,  respecting  the '  Frontiers^  and  the  Lead  Works,  now  recom* 
mende^  to  your  patronage.  ,. 

I  Am.  most  sincerely 

yr  ExiBelleney's  Most 

0^.  ft  very  hum.  Serv*, 

DAN'L  ROBERDBAU. 

Directed^ 
His  l!:keelleney,  Joseph  Reed,  £sq«riir6  PiresMent  of  PeiifisylvaniAi 


Pe^s.  Rbkd  to  Cot.  John,  Weitzbl,  177&. 

In  Council,  ^ 

flOMolphiii,  Af^fcil  Oik,  1778. 

Sir,  *  > 

It  is  represented  to  us  that  in  Case  of  an  Irruption  by  the  Indi- 
ans the  necessary  Means  of  Defence  by  the  Militia  may  prove  insuf- 
ficient if  the  special  Orders  of  this  Board  must  first  be  procured. 
We  therefore  direct  ft  authorize  you  to  give  such  Orders  to  the  Sub 
Lieutenants  &  other  inferior  Officers,  that  in  Case  of  small  Parties 
of  the  Savages  disturbing  the  Frontiers,  suitable  Parties  of  Militia 
may  be  drawn  out  to  oppose  them,  without  waiting  for  the  particu- 
lar Orders  of  Council  or  yourself.  The  Emergency  must  direct  the 
Measore,  l>oth  in  its  Manner  ft  Extent,  and  as  it  is  to  be  done  only 
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in  Case  of  Misohief  done  by  the  Indians,  we  hope  there  ean  be  no 
Abnses  of  the  Lav.  This,  thecefote,  being  a  general  Or4er  to  yon, 
adapted  to  that  Case,  you  will  give  your  Orders  oonformably,  &  we 
shall  take  Care  that  the  proper  Means  be  taken  for  the  Payment  of 
the  Men^  as  in  other  Cases. 
I  am;  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Sei*, 

JOS.  REED. 

To  CoP  John  Weitvel 


Pbbisi.  Bceb  to  RBORTjrziir€(  'OwjevM^  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  Apra  7tb,  1779, 
Sir, 

Pnrsnant  to  a  Besolve  of  Congress,  five  Companies  of  Bangers 
are  to  be  raised  for  the  Defence  of  the  frontiers,  to  ooBtfuue  in  sei^ 
yioe  9  months,  Council  haying  a  £a?onralde  opiniDn  of  your  merit  & 
Abilities,  have  appointed  you  of  one  of  the  s'  Companies. 

We  herewith  inclose  a  Copy  of  the  reomiting  Instruotions,  from 
which  you  will  see  upon  what  Terms  the  Men  are  to  be  raised,  it 
what  Encouragement  the  Officers  are  to  have.  We  have  only  te 
ftdd  that  we  fhtek  then»  n  a  ¥eij  letMovibfe  Proweot  that  in  flase 
of  actual  &  beneficial  Servioe,  some  proper  Reward  will  be  eonfiarred 
perhaps  in  Land ;  but  this  being  not  actually  promised,  is  to  be  con- 
sidered only  as  an  Opinion.  We  trust  that  when  the  Importance  of 
this  service  is  considered,  you  will  use  every  possible  Ib^ertion  to 
promote  st,  «pd  we  ahall  endeavoiir  on  ^l\  O^qeaipiUB  to  pay  a  just 
Attentioii  to  yodr  Merit  and  Services. 

Inm. 

To  the  Capiaif s  ap^  to-fewndt  the  5  companies  of  rangem — ^Tho* 
Campbel,  Tho^  Cluggage. 
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Pbb8.  Beed  to  Oapt.  Thomas  Campbell,  1779. 

In  CouDcil, 

Philadelphia,  April  7*h,  1779. 

-Sir, 

Herewith  yon  will  receive  an  appoiiitiiieiit  of  a  GaptaiDej  of  a 
Oompanj  of  Rangers.  Leat  yon  ahonld  have  a  Diffionlty  of  accept- 
ing it  on  Acoonnt  of  yonr  Standing  or  rather  Claims  in  the  Conti- 
nental Line,  I  think  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  yon  that  I  doubt 
not  upon  yonr  Application  to  the  Board  ^  War,  yoi  may  obtain 
LeaTe  to  serve  in  this  Corps,  without  fjr^njioe  to  yonr  Olfthns  on 
the  Continent ;  but  if  not,  I  think  you  will  serve  yourself  &  yocgr 
Country  more  effectually  in  this  Corps,  than  by  waiting  the  DeteiS 
teination  ^  the  Officers  in  Camp.  Mr.  Isaac  rtempson  is  appointed 
let  Lieutenant,  &  Mr.  Alexander  Parker  2d  Lieutenant.  You  wid 
do  wW  to  oomintinicate  their  appointments  to  them  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  let  us  know  if  any  Difficulty  arises.  Mr.  Thompson  lives  over 
the  Mountain.    Mr.  Parker  near  Carlisle. 

If  they  should  not  accept,  you  will  consult  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
County,  &  with  his  Concurrence  recommend  suitable  Persons  in  their 
Places  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Uncertainty  whether  you  will  ac- 
cept, together  with  the  State  of  the  Treasury,  forbid  our  sending 
Money,  bnt  jrou  wiU  let  os  know  yer^  soon,  fc  contrive  to  give  ns  a 
^3  Opp3^;  in  the  mean  Time  you  may  periiaps  borrow  Money,  if 
fiecnut3  are  to  b^  had. 
lam,  Sir, 
•  ,  Xour  Obed  Hbble.  Serv., 

JOS.  REED. 

#     '     '  .  '  •      ' 

The  Becnpli  being  to  be  mardt'd  b$  soon  as  possible  to  somi 
PlaceTwhtere  Continental  Pfovisioas  are  laid  up,  the  Bnbsistance 
Money  will  CDl|r  be  paid  for  2  Weeiks  after  the  Iidietment. 


.   I  do  hereby  certify  That  is  appointed  by  the 

Bnpreoie  Bzecutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  to  be 
of  one  of  the  five  Companies  of  Hangers  to  be  raised  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  said  State,  and  commissions  will  be  accord- 
ingly issued  by  the  Board  of  War,  when  the  rank  of  the  officers  of 
the  said  companies  shall  be  adjusted. 

Philadelphia,  April     ,  1779. 
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D.  RiTTBNHOUSB  TO  Sbo.  Matlaok,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  bare  veceiyed  of  the  Oontinental  Treasarer,  55,000  Dollars,  on 
the  Resolve  of  Congress,  a  warrant  not  being  made  ont ;  tbe  whole 
of  this  money  is  already  expended,  and  I  have  not  the  least  enconr- 
ftgemeoA  to  apply  for  more  at  present. 

Yonrs,  Ao., 

DAV'D  lUTTENHOtJSE. 

i    Wednesday,  April  7tk. 
T.  Matladc,  Esq.,  Seeretary. 

Indorsed, 
In  answer  to  «  note  from  me,  inquiring  into,  the  State  of  (he 

IL  M.,  See'y. 


Vaoth  of  BATioNSy  1779. 
An  Estimate  of  the  present  value  of  a  single  Ration  per  week. 

Philad',  April  7%  1780. 

Ten  Pounds  of  Beef,  Pork  or  Mutton,;  at  37a.  6p.  ^  ft,  £18  15    0 
Six  pounds  of  Flour  at  £90.  ^  ct.,  4    5    81 

One  third  of  a  pound  of  candles  at  75p.  ^  lb.,  1     5*0 

Vegetables,  sixpence  per  week.   Exchange  at  60  for  one,    1     10  0 
Original  AJlowanoe  of  Ram,  seven  half  pinte  pet  weeic,' 

for  whieh  is  received  by  a  Resolve  of  Cotinou, .      '  >   .  0.  r  7    0 
Original  Ailowaaoe  of  Salt,  half  &  pinb.A  .Railed  {icr  ...  /  ^ 
week,  but  since  reduced  by  the  Commissary  to  one 
gill,  at  ^60,  0    4    81 

One  Twelfth  of  a  Cord  of  Wood,  ai  £60  per  Cord,  5    0    0 

Allowance  of  Paper,  Quils  and  Ink  powder,  say  0    7    6 

'.''"''  '      .^      '       •;  '■■■.-.,'  I    ■ 

£81  14  101 
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An  Estimate  of  the  yalue  of  sucL  refreshments  as  by  act  of  Assem- 
bly those  persons  in  the  Naval  Service  of  the  State  are  entitled  to 
receive;  with  each  ration  of  Provisions  for  one  week. 


Ram,  one  pint  each  Bation  per  week,  at  £55  per  Gall",  jS6  17  6 

Sugar,  half  a  pound    do.    per  do.,  at  678. 6d.  pr.  lb.|  1  13  9 

"per  do.^  at  105s.  pr.  lb.,  2  12  6 

pe>  do.,  ut  90s.  pr.  lb.,  12  6 

per  do.,  at  £S0  pr.  lb.,  1  17  6 

per  do.,  at  60s.  pr.  do.,  0  15  0 

per  do.|  at  75s.  pr.  do,,,  0    9  4} 


Chocolate,  do.,  do. 

Coffee,  four  ounoea     do. 
Tea,  one  onnce  do. 

Tobacco,  fonr  ounces  do. 
Soap,  two  ounces^       do. 


£15 


8  1* 


For  which  is  paidbj  the  Officers  &  Privates 


One  Pint  of  Bum,  at  Ss.  per  6all% 
Half  a  pound  of  Sugar,  at  Ss.  9d.  per  lb., 
Half  a  pound  of  Chocolate,  at  3s.  9d.  do., 
Four  ounces  of  Coffee,  at  38.  9.        do., 
One  ounce  of  Tea^  at  12s.  do., 

t*our  ounces  of  Tobacco^  at  9d.        do., 
JCwo  ounces  of  Soap^  at  Is.  8d«         do., 


£0  0 

71 

0  1  lOJ 

0  1  10} 

0  0  lU 

0  0 

9 

0  0 

2k 

0  0 

2 

£06  5        0  6    5 


Balanoe  .valine  of  the  refreshments  received  for  each 

Ration  Per  week. 
To  which  add  yalue  of  a  Provision  Ration,  &c., 


£15    1 
81  14 


81 
10} 


£46  16    7 


•'^fo^FH -BlTBH  AKI>  JaMES  CbAIG  TO  COTTKCIL,  1779. 


Philad-,  April  7^  1779.   . 

GentP, 

Agreeable  to  your  order  to  us  otfhe  6th  Instant,  We  waited  upon 
the  Owners  of  the  ablp  Qenl.  Green,  t  acquainted  them  of  our 
appointment  to  Value  the  said  ship.    Thej  hav^  not  jet  appointed 
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the  two  Gent*  on  their  Bide,  as  aoon  as  that  is  done,  and  the  3illi 

%c.  Collected,  we  shall  proceed  on  the  business. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gent", 

your  most  obe't  H'ble  Serv** 

JOSEPH  ^USH. 
JA- CRAIG,  juu'* 
Directed, 
The  Bon'ble  the  Council  of  Pennsjlvani^. 


Circular  of  Congribss,  1779. 

PhOadelphia,  7th  April,  1779. 
Sit, 

Herewith  enclosed  are  copies  of  two  acts  of  Congress— one  of  the 
23d  alt.,  for  regulating  the  Cloadiing  Department,  the  other  of  the 
5th  Inst.,f  providing  for  the  Pay  of  Uie  officers  employed  in  it 

Yon  will  perceive  that  the  first  refers  the  appointment  of  the  sab, 
or  State,  Cloatbier  to  the  different  States,  ana  that  the  second  leaves 
their  Saliuries  to  bq  ascertained  &;  paid  by  the  States  appointing 
them. 

Such  has  }ong  been  the  deranged  State  of  this  Department,  and 
snch  is  the  Importance  of  immediately  carrying  the  present  System 
into  Execntion,  that  Congress  hope  it  will  meet  with  the  eaiiiest 
attention. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
With  great  Respect, 

Year  Szcellencv's  most  obedient  Serv't, 

JOHN  JAY, 
PMid'i. 
His  Excellency,  President  Beed. 


Prbsibekt  Beed  to  the  Comxissabibb,  ko.^  1779. 

In  Coaneil, 

PWIpdt-jAjrilS,  1779. 
Gentlemen^ 

Iji  Consequence  of  the  Direction  from  the  Hon.,  the  Board  of  Wer, 
&  your  Applfeation  to  me  respecting  the  Poets  to  which  Provisions 
are  to  be  sent  for  the  Supply  of  the  Troops  ordered  for  Defepee  of 
the  Ffonijien    I  would  new  ao^oaint  yon  that  it  will  bo  proper  to 

«  fiiee  Col.  Ree.,  Tol.  XL,  p.  7t9. 
t  8ee  page  29a« 
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establish  Magazines  at  Bedford  Town,  The  lead  Mine -in  Sinking 
Valley  and  Hannas  Town,  in  Westmoreland,  from  whenee  they  may 
be  distributed  as  Ooeasions  farther  require.  In  case  of  any  Difficulty 
which  at  this  Distance  we  cannot  foresee  or  obviate,  you  will  direct 
TOur  People  to  apply  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Countiesi  who  being 
Men  of  Influence  «  Knowledge  of  the  Frontiersi  will  be  able  to  give 
them  sooh  Advice  and  Direction  as  Circnm^taooei  may  require. 
I  am  Sir^ 

J.  K.,  Pres't 

To  ihe  Commissaries  General  of  Purehasas  k  Lwues. 
FoBtaeripi  to  the  within  latter. 

P.  8.  Every  day  bringing  fresh  advices  of  the  unhappy  state  of 
the  Frontiers,  I  request  the  Commissioners  to  exert  themselves,  or 
the  Militia  not  finding  the  necessary  provisions  may  return  &  the 
Consequences  .be  very  fatal. 


Copt  o;  a  Lettbb  fbom  thb  Boabd  oe  War  to  the 
bame  persons  a  inclosed  in  this  letter. 

War  office,  April  3, 1779. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  having  informed 
the  Board  that  he  has  Qrdered  two  hundred  and  fifty  militia  from 
Tork,  Cumberland  ft  Lancaster  to  the  Frontiers  of  Westmoreland  ft 
Bedford,  to  be  stationed  there  until  the  Companies  of  Rangers  to  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  state  are  completed, 
you  will  give  the  necessary  directions  as  to  the  supply  of  these 
troops  on  the  Presidents  informing  you  of  the  Posts  they  are  to  take. 
We  are  Sir, 

Tour  vwy  Obed't  Servants, 

KICHARD  PBTERS. 
By  order. 
(Copy.) 
T.  Matlack,  See'y. 
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Col.  Matthew  Smith  to  Pebsidbnt  Beed,  1779. 

Sir, 

Sizroe  my  arrival  at  Paxtang  I  have  as*  mj  Endeavonr  to  find 
out  fit  persoDB  to  serve  as  officers  in  the  Comp^  to  be  Rais'  in  Lan- 
caster Gonntj,  and  Can  with  pleasure  inform  yoa  that  Oapt*  James 
Collier  hath  Consented  to  serve  as  a  Capt*.  He  is  very  active  in 
the  Militia  Service,  and  on  several  occasions  has  distinguished  him- 
self, Both  at  home  &  in  the  field,  he  is  a  good  soldier  &  an  active 
Woodsman.  There  is  two  other  young  Men  I  have  thought  of,  that 
it's  hoped  they  will  serve  as  Lieutenants,  But  they  being  abroad, 
and  not  haveing  an  oppertunity  to  consult  them  on  the  affair,  I 
thought  best  to  take  this  oppertunity  to  write,  in  hopes  to  have  the 
Comission  for  the  Capt"  above  mention',  Sent  forward  as  Early  as 
possible,  with  the  Recruiting  Instructions  &  Cash,  that  I  shall  take 
Care  to  see  Early  put  to  the  use  Intended,  If  those  two  Gentlemen 
Can  be  prevailed  on  to  serve,  I  mean  Mr.  Will*  Young  as  first 
Lieut,  k  Mr.  WilH  Kelso  as  2d.  I  have  hopes  they  wUl  have  a 
Compy  in  two  or  three  Weeks,  Beady  to  march.  For  y^  Beason  I 
Would  think  it  Best  to  send  Blanks  for  the  Lieuta.  that  in  Case 
these  would  not  Receive,  the  Commissions  Can  be  Given  to  others. 
I  am,  with  Great  Esteem, 

Tour  Most  ob't  &  very  Humble  Serv't, 

MATT-  SMITH. 

Paxtang,  April  8th,  1779. 

Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President. 

(Mr.  Steel,  at  the  Harp  and  Crown^  will  take  up  money,  instruo- 
iions,  &o.) 

T.  M. 


Petition  op  Captains  op  Pbnnsa.  Line,  1779. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  Hon'ble  Members  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

We,  the  Captains  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  now  in  Camp,  con- 
ceiving ourselves  greatly  injured  by  the  appointment  of  Captam 
Joseph  Prowell  to  a  Majority  in  the  Line  of  the  State,  beg  leave  to 
address  your  Hon'ble  Board  on  this  (to  us)  very  important  Subject. 

As  Captain  Prowell  is  an  Ofiicer  much  younger  in  Rank  than 
many  of  us,  we  must  suppose  his  appointment  to  have  been  in  con* 
sequence  of  a  misrepresentation  of  Facts. 
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We  therefore  beg  the  favorable  interposition  of  your  Exoellenoy 
&  the  Hon'ble  Boajrd,  that  Captain  Prowell's  pretentions  to  ah  ap- 
pointment which  so  much  aggrieves  ns,  may  be  inquired  into,  and 
we  obtain  that  redress  which  we  confidently  expect  from  your  impair 
tial  Justice. 

We  are,  Gentlemen^ 

With  the  highest  esteem  joined  with  the  utmost  respect^ 
Your  Exoellenoy's  &  Honors' 

greatly  obliged  and  most  obedient 
Hnmble  Servants^ 

Wm.  Alexander,  Cap«  7th  P.  B. 
Jos.  M'Clellan^  Gap'  9th  P.  B. 
George  Tudor,  Cap-  4th  P.  B. 
T.  B.  Bowen,  Capt«  9th  P.  B. 
Alexander  Parker,  Cap*  7th  P.  B. 
John  Christy,  Gap"  5th  P.  B. 
Tho^  Butler,  Cap.  S'*  P.  Beg*. 
John  Davis,  Cap*  9th  P.  B. 
Ad-  Bittin,  Cap*  4th  P.  Beg*. 
John  Patterson,  Cap*  2nd  P.  Beg. 
J.  Stake,  Cap*  10  P.  Bgt. 
And^  Irwine,  Cap*  7  P.  Beg*. 
Jacob  Bower,  Cap'  6th  P.  Beg*. 
Wm.  Bratton,  Cap.  7th  P.  Bgt. 
Tho^  Boude,  Capt«  6th  P.  Beg*. 
George  Grant,  Capt>  9th  P.  B. 
Isaac  Seely,  Capt»  5th  P.  Beg. 
Wm.  Miller,  Cap*  7th  P.  Beg*. 
Thomas  L.  Moore,  Cap.  3*  Penna.  Beg*. 
James  Hamilton,  Cap*  1**  Pena.  Bg*. 
Ja.  Chrystie,  Cap*  8rd  P.  B. 
John  Bankson,  Cap*  2d  Beg*  Pen. 
Jn«  Alexander,  Cap*  7th  P.  Beg*. 
Ja.  Wilson,  Cap.  Ist  P.  Beg. 
Benj»  Fishbourne,  Cap.  4th  P.  Beg*. 
Peter  Gosner,  Cap*  2nd  Beg*  Penna. 
Isaac  Budd  Dunn,  Capt>  3<  P.  Beg*. 

Gamp,  Maistone,  Ajml  8th,  1779. 

I?ireeiedf 

On  Public  Service.  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  Pren- 
dent  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Owners  of  Brio  Achilles  to  Council,  1779. 

The  Owners  of  the  Brig  Achilles  would  be  maoh  obliged  to  the 
Honorable  Council  to  spare  them  400  Shot  of  between  2  &  3  pound 
weight,  this  sort  of  Shot  not  being  much  wanted,  thej  flatter  them- 
selves with  being  indulged  in  this  favor  without  any  inoonyenienoo 
to  the  StatOi— to  which  thej  will  be  acoduntable  for  their  Value. 

SAML.  C.  MORRIS, 

for  himself  ft  other  owners. 
To  The  Honorable  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Philada.,  April  8th,  1779  * 
Indonedf 

Referr'd  to  Cap*  Stiles  ft  George  Henry,  who  are  to  report 
whether  the  State  can  spare  the  Shot  without  Inoonvenienoe. — J.  R. 


Board  ov  War  to  Prbs,  Bbbd,  1779. 

War  Oflioe,  April  9, 1779. 
Sir, 

It  appears  that  the  bearer,  Jesse  Thompson,f  was  sealped  netr 
Wyoming  in  OoP  Hartley's  expedition  last  fall.  He  turned  out  a 
volunteer.  Your  Excellency  may  remember  that  a  few  months  ago 
Congress  extended  the  provision  for  disabled  Soldiers  to  every  man 
who  turned  out  against  the  enemy,  ft  happened  to  be  disabled  in  the 
manner  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  ot  Congress,  of  Oct',  1776. 
As  such  persons  were  recommended  by  Congress  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  States  to  which  they  belonged,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
bearer  to  yomr  Excellency. 

And  are  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obed.  Servants. 

By  order  of  Ube  Board, 

TIM.  PICKERINa 

His  Exoellencj,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Presideni,  fto. 
War  Office. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  747. 
t  See  CoL  fiec.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  747. 
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.  CouNoiii  TO  McClbkaohak  &  Ibwin,  1779. 

Philada.,  April  9ih,  1779. 
Gentlemen,  ** 

The  Conncil  direct  tne  to  request  tbat  yon  will  settle  the  rank 
between  the  captain  of  the  Cutter  and  of  the  Greneral  Green,'^  before 
either  of  them  sail.  They  also  desire  that  yon  will  obtain  the  agree- 
ment with  the  owners  of  the  cutter  in  writingi  duly  signed,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  future  altercation  on  the  subject.  And  it  may  per- 
haps be  prudent  to  shew  to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  the  agree- 
ment before  it  is  signed. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK,  Secr'y. 
Messrs.  McOlenaohan  and  Irwin. 


Sbc.  Matlack  to  John  Morris,  Jr.,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  10, 1779. 
Sir, 

Year  servant  brought  to  my  house,  yesterday,  the  resolves  of 
Assembly  of  the  5th  inst.,  on  the  report  of  the  joint  Committee, 
but  the  report  itself  is  not  sent,  which  leaves  the  thing  very  imper* 
feet,  and  therefore  the  Council  desire  you  will  send  it  properly 
aathenticated  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  our  delegates  in  Congress. 
The  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  case  of  the  lines 
between  this  State  and  Virginia,  is  also  wanted  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Tirginia  delegates  in  Congress,  immediately,  they  hav- 
ing requested  them,  probably  with  a  view  of  bringing  forward  that 
basiness. 

I  am,  with  due  respect. 
Sir, 

Your  very  hm'ble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
John  Moms,  Bsq'. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  780,  747. 
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MoGlbnaohan  &  Irwin  to  Prbb.  Bbbd.  1779. 

PhUad%  10th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  being  necessary  that  offioers  sbo'  be  immediately  appointed  for 
tbe  Ship  General  Green,  we  take  the  liberty  of  reccommending  Sam^ 
Carson  for  first  Leuitenant  Jacob  De  Hart  Seoond  Leuitenant,*  and 
Edw'  Patterson  Cap*  of  Marines,  whom  we  sho'  be  glad  yonr  Excel- 
lency would  appoint  as  soon  as  yon  conveniently  can. 

We  should  also  be  much  obliged  by  your  fixing  the  Terms  &o.y  on 
which  we  are  to  engage  the  Seamen.  We  are  obliged  to  make 
immediate  payments  for  the  Provitions  (which  we  have  already 
Bought)  therefore  would  be  obliged  by  your  Excellency  supplying 
us  with  Cash. 

We  are  your  Exoellencys 

Most  Obe*  Serv^ 

MATH'W  IRWIN, 
BLAIR  MoCLENACHAN. 

P.  S.  We  have  been  informed  you  have  agreed  to  Charter  the 
Catter,  if  so,  aho'  be  glad  of  your  Instructions  therein,  as  we  are 
desirous  of  executing  our  business  with  all  possable  dispatch,  as 
well  to  serve  the  Public,  as  to  disappoint  the  late  Continental 
Agents,  who  wo*  wish  to  see  us  go  on  with  our  business  as  slowly  as 
they  did  with  the  Continental  affairs. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq',  president^of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania.  " 


Jno.  Morris,  Jr.,  to  Secy.  Matlack  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  11th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  reocoUect  by  what  mistake  the  former  Copy  respectiog 
the  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  was  so  imperfectly  sent,  I  have 
now  however  sent  an  authenticated  Copy  of  y*  Report  &  of  the 
Resolve  of  the  House  thereon. 

I  shall  be  glad  that  you  would  dbtinguish  which  of  the  Procesd- 
ings  of  the  assembly  respecting  the  Virginia  Line,  are  wanted.  If 
the  whole  are  wanted,  they  will  run  to  considerable  Length;  if  only 

*  Both  appointed,  see  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  761. 
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those  of  this  Assembly,  thej  will  be  much  shorter.   Also  when  they 
are  expected — as  I  have  so  many  other  Papers  to  copy. 

I  am  Sir, 
y  Very  h"«  Serv* 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 
Dtreded, 

To  Timothy  Matlack  Esqr.,  Secretary,  Present. 


Matthew  Irwin  to  Hon.  John  Batabd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Not  having  time  to  wait  of  yon  this  mom'^,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
acquaint*  yon  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  merch^  yesterday.  Cap* 
Montgomery  had  at  least  three-fourths  in  his  faV  Capt"  Oreen  was 
proposed  &  his  cause  warmly  espoused  by  the  Oentllem"  whom  I 
expected  wo'  reccommend  him — M'  McClenaohan  &  myself  have 
this  mom<  wrote  the  President,  k  given  three  Names  to  make  choice 
of,  Mongomery,  Huston  &  Green,  and  requested  that  one  of  them 
might  be  immediately  appointed — I  think  the  former  the  most 
deserving,  if  you  are  of  the  same  opinion,  sho'  be  glad  you  wo* 
acquaint  the  President  this  morn'.* 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Ob*  Serv* 

MATH'W  IRWIN. 
Directed, 

To  the  Honorable  Jno.  Bayard. 


MiCHASL  JjSNNINOS  TO  JOHN  HaMBRIOHT,   1779. 

Philad^  Ap'  12th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Being  ingreat  want  of  Cloathing  (of  which  I  have  received  none 
since  the  War,)  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favor,  if  you  will 
acquaint  the  Hon'ble  Council  thereof,  of  whom  I  must  beg  an  Order 
for  such  Articles  as  I  am  in  Need  of — ^Your  Compliance  will  greatly 
oblige. 

Sir  your  most  ob* 

hum'  Servant 

M.  JENNINGS. 
Directed^ 
To  The  hon'ble  John  Hambright,  Esq'. 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  780,  747. 
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Pbes.  07  CoxaBBSS  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  18th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  of  transmitting  ta  your  Ezoellenoy  a  copy  of 
certain  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  third  Inst,'^  declaring  the 
high  sense  they  entertain  of  the  Importance  &  Services  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  and  expressing  a  determination  to  observe  a  Line  of  Cendact 
which  cannot  fail  to  establish  a  mutal  confidence  between  them  & 
the  several  States  they  represent. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yon  of  my  best  endeavours  to  second  the 
views  of  Congress,  &  of  my  constant  attention  to  such  parts  of  my 
duty  as  may  respect  this  State. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  great  Respect 

your  Ezcelleno/s 

Most  Obed*  Servant 

JOHN  JAY,  President. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Bbed,  1779. 

Phibdelphia,  April  13th,  1779« 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Honourable  Board  of  War  to  transmit  to 
you  the  enelosed  Resolve  oi  Congress,  and  to  desire  you  to  give  the 
necessary  Orders  to  the  Clothiers  and  other  Persons  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  have  supplv'd  Cloathing  to  any  of  the  Continental 
Troops,  for  the  year  1777,  that  they  make  Returns  of  the  same ' 
according  to  the  Resolve. 

Have  also  to  request  that  the  Returns  may  be  sent  to  James 
Mease,  Esq',  Clothier  Oeneral  at  Philadelphia,  where  I  shdl  receive 
them. 

Permit  me  with  all  due  submission  to  urge  that  the  Returns  may 
be  forwarded  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  as  the  Payment  of  Arrear- 
ages due  to  the  Troops  on  Cloathing  Bounty  Amount  for  the  year 

*  See  page  287»  and  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  74a. 
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1777,'too  long  delayed  already,  must  be  totally  suspended  untill  the 
Betorns  in  Question  can  be  collected. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Tery  Obedient  serranti 

RALPH  POJfEROT, 
Oommissioner  of  Oloaths  accounts.* 

Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esq'^  President  of  Pensylvania. 


President  Rbbd  to  President  op  Congress,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad«,  April  14th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  hon*  yesterday  with  your  Excell"  PayCur,  inclosing  the 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  3d  Inst.  I  cannot  but  be  highly 
grateful  to  every  real  Friend  to  American  Liberty  &  Happiness,  to 
BOO  so  fair  a  Prospect  of  future  Harmony  between  the  several  Mem- 
bers. I  have  now  the  Pleasure  of  transmitting  to  your  Hon^  Body 
correspondent  Resolves  passed  by  the  legislative  &  executive  Autho- 
rities of  the  State.f  The  Unanimity  which  accompanied  them, 
must  demonstrate  with  what  satisfaction  we  embraced  every  Measure 
tending  to  remove  those  Impressions  to  which  we  yielded  with  great 
Reluctance.  And  as  we  have  the  fullest  Confidence  that  any  Measure 
tending  to  revive  them  will  meet  with  your  Disapprobation,  we  shall 
rest  perfectly  assured  of  being  equally  the  Objects  of  your  C^e  & 
Attention  as  our  Sister  States  in  Union. 

The  polite  Manner  in  which  you,  Sir,  have  been  pleased  to  convey 
these  sentiments  of  Congress,  cannot  fail  of  its  due  Weight  with  us, 
&  will  upon  all  Occasions  call  for  a  suitable  Return. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  the  most  respectful  Regard, 

your  obed.  H'ble  Serv*, 

JOS.  REED. 

Directed, 

H'nble  John  Jay,  E9q%.  Preaideni  of  CoBgress. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.  pp.  749,  762. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  787,  788. 
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IbWIN  and  BrIDGBS  to  PbBSIDBNT  RBBDy  1779* 

I%iUd»,  April  14^  1779. 
Sir, 

We  heteby  take  ibe  liberty  of  aoquaintiDg  your  Ezoellency,  tbat 
we  are  fitting  oat  the  Lord  CambdeD,  Galley,  to  Cmise  as  near  New 
York  as  possable  j  for  the  compleat  equipment  of  said  Vesael  we 
stand  in  noed  of  a  pear  of  TweWe  ponnd^re,  there  is  a  pear  which 
belong  to  the  State  on  Plnmstead's  wharf;  we  woold  be  very  much 
oblidged  to  your  Excellency  to  let  us  have  them,  either  on  Loan  or 
at  the  valuation. 

We  are  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obe** 

humbP  Serv*», 

MATH-  IRWm, 
BOB«  BBIDQES. 

His  Excellency,  Joe^h  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Stote  of 
Pennsylvauia. 

M'  Henry,  to  direot  an  Af^raisement  if  the  Onna,  can  be  apaied 
without  Ldconvanience  to  the  Sitate. 

J.  R. 


WiLLUM  CjiiSPiN  TO  Prbs.  Rked,  1779. 

^  To  bis  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  and  the  Hon'bl  the  Execu- 
tive Council. 

The  Commissary  presents  bis  Compltments,  Requesting  the  Sum 
of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  Expcviditure  of  the  State  Fleet, 
And  to  discharge  the  Butcher's  last  Three  Months  aooo*  of  Beef 
Issued. 

W-  CRISPIN.t 

Philadelphia,  April  14th,  1779. 

»  See  Coi  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  748. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI-,  p.  760. 
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BsiseLUTioN  OF  CoKaBisss,  1779. 

In  Congress^  14th  April^  1779. 

It  being  represented  to  Gongress  that  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Maasaehosetts  Bay  haye  anthomed&  directed  the  board 
of  War  of  the  said  State  to  purchase  iloar  ft  grain  for  the  nse  of  the 
Inhabitants  thereof^  who  are  greatly  distressed  for  the  want  of 
bread. 

Besolvedy  That  it  be  ft  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  execntii^ 
powers  of  the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pensylvania, 
New  Jersey  and  New  Tork^  to  permit  the  exportation  of  such  flour 
ft  groin  as  has  been  or  may  be  purchased  within  the  said  States 
respeotiTely,  under  the  direction  ^  the  said  board  of  war,  if  autho- 
rized as  aforesaid. 

lUtract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Gborgb  McElhbnet  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  ExecoUve  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
yania.  The  memorial  of  George  McElheney  of  the  County  of 
Gheatei^  in  the  State  of  Pennsyltania. 

Sheweth, 

That  your  memoralist  is  Desirous  of  Gultivatinff  and  Improving 
a  tract  of  Land  situatid  in  the  township  of  Pikeland,  in  the  said 
County  of  Chester,  belonging  to  the  United  States — it  is  the  pleace 
where  the  Powdermill  on  French  Crick  formerly  stood,  and  which, 
DOW,  is  entirely  waste  open  and  uninclosed,  and  of  no  use  to  any 
person  except  as  a  Common  to  the  neighbourhood. 

Your  memorielst  prays  that  your  Honors  would  grant  ibe  said 
Land  to  him,  either  upon  a  Lease  at  a  Reasonable  Jlent,  or  upon 
Conditions  of  Improvement,  as  to  your  Honors  shall  seem  meet, 
and  your  memoralist  will  pray,  &c. 

GEORGE  McELHENBY. 

PhUadeIphi%  AprQ  14th;  1779. 


816  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779. 


Resolution  opOokgress,  1779.^ 

In  Congress,  April  14, 1779. 

Wbeieai  Congress,  on  tbe  Twentj-first  Day  of  Aygu$t  last,  did 
Besolve,  That  when  any  Persons  are  desirous  of  going  within  tbe 
Enemy's  Lines,  they  shall  apply  to  the  ExeoutiYe  Power  of  the 
State  to  whiqh  they  belong;  and  if  the  said  Executive  Power 
approve  the  Motives  and  Characters  of  the  Persons  applying,  and 
shall  be  of  Opinion,  especially  at  so  critical  Conjmctares  as  the 
present,  that  no  Danger  will  ensue  by  granting  sach  Permisaioa, 
that  they  recommend  them  to  the  Officer  commanding  the  Troope 
next  to  the  Enemy,  who,  upon  such  EecommendaUon,  may,  at  hk 
Discretion  permit  the  Persons  to  go  in.-- For  the  better  ExecutioD 
of  the  said  Resolution  : 
Besplved, 

That  any  Officer,  who  shall  permit  a  Person  to  go  within  the 
Enemy's  Lines  without  such  Recommendation,  or  the  Orders  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  or  the  Commander  of  a  separate  Department, 
and  shall  thereof  be  duly  convicted  before  a  Court  Martial,  aball 
thereby  forfeit  his  Commission. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Se<s^.* 


President  Reed  to  Lt.  Samuel  Hunter,  1779. 

In  Council. 

Philadelphia,  April  14th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Favour  by  Lt.  G  add  is  came  safely  to  Hand,  &  we  are  truly 
concerned  to  find  that  the  Indians  have  renewed  their  Depredations. 
By  this  Time  I  hope  you  have  .received  my  Letter  of  the  27  th 
ldarcb>  giving  you  a  full  account  of  the  Measures  taken  here  for 
your  Defence,  You  will  there  see  that  far  from  being  neglected, 
every  Measure  has  been  taken  that  could  be  devised  for  your  Belief- 
By  a  letter  I  received  from  General  Washiogton,  of  the  8  th  Instant, 
General  Hand  was  to  march  from  Miniaink  for  Wyoming,  the  5th 
Instant,  with  about  600  Men,  which  will  be  a  very  competent  Force 
for  your  Protection,  as  well  as  that  of  Wyoming.  If  you  apply  to 
General  Hand,  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  detach  to  Munsey  such  a 
number  of  Men  as  will  support  that  Post,  in  which  case  you  will 
have  all  the  Security  which  stationary  forces  can  give. 

*  From  handbill.    See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  768,  767. 
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Mr.  Oaddb  carries  the  AppointmenU  of  Captain  M^'Ilhadden  & 
his  officers  for  the  Company  to  be  raised  in  Northumberland,  under 
the  Resolve  of  Congress.  Recruiting  Instructions  are  also  sent 
herewith,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  what  Encouragement  the  Men 
are  to  have.  If  the  Men  raised  for  your  3  Companies  were  to  fall  ^ 
into  this  one,  I  think  it  would  be  \  proper  Transfer.  Mr.  Gaddes 
takes  up  Money ;  we  have  detained  him  for  that  Purpose  longer 
than  we  could  have  wished,  but  it  could  not  be  avoided. 

Ooi  Appointments  is,* 

John  M'llhaddon,  Captain. 
Robert  Arthur,  Ist  Lieutenant. 
John  Dougherty,  2nd  Lieutenant. 

We  have  directed  Mr.  Oaddes  to  deliyer  to  Captain  M^Ilhadden 
his  Appointment.  Mr.*  Arthur  &  Mr.  Dongherty  are,  perhaps,  with 
yon,  if  so,  yon  will  please  to  deliver  them  their  Appointments  & 
Instructions. 

Mr.  Gaddes  carries  with  him  10,000  Dollars,  &  we  haye  directed 
bim  to  leave  1500  Dollars  with  Captain  M'^Ilhaddon,  the  rest  to  be 
paid  to  yoi^  &  you  will  apply  it  to /the  Service^  directed  as  in  your 
Discretion  you  judge  best. 

Having  done  this,  &  we  hope  fully  demonstrated  that  all  the  good 
People  of  the  State,  however  remote  are  equally  the  Objects  of  our 
Care  &  Attention,  we  doubt  not  you  will  rest  assured  of  an  unre- 
mitting Regard  to  your  Safety,  and  that  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  at  all  Times. 

We  have  now  only  to  add  that,  as  it  is  a  time  of  common  Danger, 
we  would. recommend  to  you  to  cultivate  Harmony  &  a  good  Under- 
standing with  the  People  at  Wyoming,  leaving  our  unhappy  Disputes 
in  that  Quarter  to  be  settled  as  Peace  &  more  favourable  Circum- 
stances will  admit.  I  inclose  you  a  News  Paper — we  have  no 
important  Intelligence,  either  foreign  or  domestick.  The  Enemy 
threaten  our  Sea  Coast,  &  we  esteem  it  a  Duty  to  make  evety 
Preparation  in  our  Power.  We  hope  you  will  pursue  a  similar 
Course,  &  remember  that  while  we  call  for  Help  &  Assistance  from 
others,  it  is  oor  Duty  to  exert  ourselves  &  use  all  the  Means  in  our 
Power. 

The  Spirit  shown  by  raising  the  3  Companies  is  a  happy  Proof 
of  this  Temper,  and  we  hope  it  will  extend  itself  to  Bedford  and 
Westmoreland. 

I  am  sir,  with  due  esteem, 

your  most  obed'  &  humble  serv*. 

P.  S.  If  Lieutenants  Arthur  &  Dougherty  are  removed  from  the 
County,  or  decline  the  Services  you  will  recommend  others,  &  in 
the  Mean  Time  forward  the  Recrniting  by  every  Means  in  your 
Power. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  740. 
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M*"  Martin,  Member  of  Assembly,  10,  by  a  Resolve  of  Aai^iiibly 
appointed  Receiver  of  the  Congress  Emissions  of  May  &  September, 
for  your  Connfy,  &  will  relieve  yon  in  that  ArtMe. 

*Directedf 

To  Colonel  Samuel  Hunter^  Bsqr.,  Lieutenant  of  Northumberlaad 
Oouuty. 


Peesident  Esed  to  McOlskachait  akd  Iewin,  1779. 

In  Council. 

Philadelpbk,  AprU  l5th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Council  harviiig  fully  deliberated  on  the  Ciremnstaiieef  of  the 
Revenge**^  Cutter,  the  very  heavy  Terms  proposed  by  the  Charter 
Pftrty,  k  their  Varianee  from  those  espeeted  by  us^  pursnint  to  ow 
Letter  of  the  3rd  April,  and  also  that,  notwithstanding  our  repelled 
Desires,  Captain  Conyngham  is  gone  without  any  State  Commission, 
Sabmission  to  any  Article  of  War,  &  without  Orders  or  iBstmetions 
-^we  can  have  no  Confidence  that  he  will  perform  what  is  expected 
from  him,  and  therefore,  yesterdily,  came  to  a  Resolution  to  retum 
her  to  her  Owners,  unless  Captain  Cooyngham  is  xjtfon  ai  proper 
Footing,  &  the  Ship  can  be  bad  upon  the  more  reasonable  TermS| 
specified  by  us.  The  Owners  have  even  considered  it  as  a  Favour, 
but  we  cannot  view  it  in  that  Point  of  Light,  Ik  therefore  are  more 
free  in  resting  her  to  them,  ft  they  will  thereby  be  at  Liberty  to 
prosecute  their  Cmise,  from  which  they  expect  such  advantages. 

P.  S.  You  win  please  to  seal  and  forward  the  inclosed  to  Mr. 
dodge. 

To  Messrs;  Bfadr  HOknachan,  and  Matthew  Irwin,  Merohaats. 

Present. 

'^  8eepsge288. 
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Pbss.  Bbki>  to  And&bw  HoBaB,  &c.^  1779. 

Gonnoil  Ohamber ; 

AprU15,1779. 
Sir, 

HaviDg  perused  the  Bntaght  of  tke  Charier  Party  of  the  Revenge 
Cntter,  we  fiod  it  differs  materially  from  our  Apprehension  of  the 
Terms  which  are  contained  in  the  inclosed  Papers,  &  hearing  nothing 
afterwards  from  the  Owners  of  the  Cutter,  or  Mess"  McClanachan  & 
Irwin,  we  cottcluded  th«it  the  within  Propositions  were  agreed  to. 

We  also  find  that  Capt.  Conyogham  has  gone  away,  whether  to 
return  or  not  is  uncertain,  without  settling  the  Rank  with  Montgomery, 
or  reoeiying  any  Instructions  or  Orders,  tho'  he  was  requested  by  the 
Presid*,  in  person,  to  do  both — ^That  there  are  no  Articles  signed  by 
his  People  iNth  the  State;  nor  has  the  Captain  or  any  of  his  Officers 
taken  any  Commission  under  the,State.  All  which  are  Circumstances 
so  important  in  our  View,  that  unless  the  Transactions  can  be  put  on 
the  Footing  fr  Terms  expected  by  us.  It  is  the  Sense  of  the  Council  to 
return  her  to  her  Owners;  they  returningwhat  Stores  may  have  been 
put  on  board  by  the  State,  &  leave  the  Defence  of  the  Trade  to  the 
Ship,  &o.  Indeed,  after  what  has  past,  we  can  have  little  Expectation 
that  Capt.  Oonyngham  will  pay  much  Attention  to  our  Views  which 
are  to  protect  the  Trade,  not  to  go  a  privateering  And,  therefore,  aa 
it  baa  been  considered  by  the  Owners  of  the  Cutter  that  thev  were 
sacrificing  their  Interest  on  the  Occasion,  we  are  of  Opinion  that  we 
can,  without  Prejudice  to  the  publick,  relieve  the  Owners  of  the 
Cutter,  ft  enable  them  to  pursue  their  origuaal  Intentions  in^whioh 
they  were  so  sanguine, 
IHrectedf 

To  M'  Andrew  Hodge,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Revenge  Cutter. 


Sr 


Cam.  G.  Conykqham  to*  1779. 

Wilmington,  15""  Aprils  1779. 


I  received  yours.  It  appears  the  Governor  is  Uneasy  at  my 
Leaving  town  before  the  rank  and  Orders  was  given.  I  told  Mr. 
McCleaghen  I  was  going  to  leave  town ;  Likewise  yourself  And  left 
this  matter  to  be  settled  by  yourselves.  It  Makes  but  Very  little 
Difference  to  me.  I  ask  no  more  than  whatever  you  may,  With  the 
president,  think  I  am  entitled  to ;  and,  Mr.  Nisbett,  my  Commission 
ifl  ContiaentaQ.    I  should  send  the  Coppy  to  yoU;  Only  that  it  is  a 

*  Prsbst)^  to  theomuuk 
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board ;  to  come  to  town  it  is  impossible.  I  have  not  one  Officer  on 
board.  If  I  left  the  Vessell  every  man  would  come  ashore — ^yoa 
well  know  What  a  sett  thej  are, — out  of  the  number  on  board  their 
is  not  10  Sailors.  I  shall  expect  the  presidents  orders  and  Direo- 
tiona  With  M'  Welsh^  or  Some  other  Safe  Oppurtunitj  heare. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obd*  Serv^ 

G.  CONYNGHAM. 
N.  B. 
The  people  I  can  with  much  Difficult j. keep  on  Board. 


Valuation  op  Ship  Gen.  Gmbn,  1779. 

We,  the  Subscribers,  appointed  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  Honor* 
able  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  on  that 
of  the  Owners  of  the  Ship  General  Green,  to  ascertain  the  value  of 
the  said  Ship  at  the  time  she  was  purchased  by  the  Stat«,  having 
carefully  Examined  all  the  Accounts  respecting  the  said  Ship  called 
the  General  Green,  with  the  pig  Iron,  Eight  Guns,  and  three  pair 
of  Howitz,  are  of  opinion,  according  to  the  best  of  our  Judgement, 
that  the  Sum  of  Fifty  three  Thousand  and  Fifty  Seven  Pounds, 
Eleven  Shillings  Currency  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Owners  of  the  said  Ship. 

Witness  our  Hands  this  15th  day  of  April^  1779. 

£63,057  11  0 


SAML.  C.  MORRIS, 
THOS.  PENROSE, 
JAS.  CRAIGJun. 
JOSEPH  RUSH.* 
Directed^ 
The  Owners  of  Ship  General  Green. 

Indorwmentf 

Bead  in  GonncU,  April  16, 1779. 


Order  drawn,  April  23, 1779. 

*  See  GoL  Bee.,  Vol.  Xf.,  p.  761 
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PeooiiAMAxion  fob  a  Fast,  1779. 

PROCLAMATION, 

Bj  his  Ezcell^  &o. 

Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  TTnited  States  of  America  hy  their 
ReBolre  of  the  20th  March,  did  recommend,  in  the  following  Words 
Tiz.  :— (Here  insert  the  Proclamation  of  Congress.) 

Wherefore,  as  well  in  Respect  to  the  s'  Recommendation  of  Con- 
gress as  the  plain  Dictates  of  Duty,  whereby  we  are  called  to  acknow- 
ledge ft  implore  the  Providence  &  Protection  of  Heaven,  we  do 
hereby  earnestly  recommend  to  the  good  People  of  this  Common- 
wealth to  set  apart  the  first  Thursday  in  May  next  for  the  pious  Pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  s'  Resolve,  &  that  they  abstain  from  all 
Labour  &  Recreation  on  that  Day. 

Given,  Ac.* 


t 


Gbnsbal  Hakd  to  Prbsibsnx  Rbed,  1779. 

Lancaster,  16th  April.  1779. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excels  that  in  consequence  of 
his  Excelleney,  General  Washington's  orders,  I  am  thus  far  on  my 
way  to  Wyoming,  on  tde  Susquehannah,  to  take  the  Command  of 
the  Troops  on  that  River.  As  their  number  is  but  small,  and  the 
principal  object  of  my  Command  lies  above  Wyoming,  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  I  can't  pay  much  attention  to  Sunsbury  or  the  conti- 
'ous  settlements,  should  the  Enemy  attempt  any  thing  in  that 
eighbourhood,  vour  Excellency  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  take 
such  Measures  for  their  particular  security  as  you  think  necessary. 
It  is  needless,  I  hope,  to  mention  how  happy  I  should  deem  my- 
self could  I  render  any  services  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  State,  and  that  I  shall  be  ever  ready  to  promote  any 
operations  your  Exc  may  think  proper  to  direct  in  their  favour,  as 
far  as  the  nature  of  my  instructions  will  admit  of,  if  your  Exc'y  will 
please  to  Honour  me  by  any  Commands,  direct  them  to  be  forwarded 
by  Col.  Geo.  Ross,  D.  (1  M.  G.,  Lancaster. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Tour  Exo>"  most  obed't  & 
Most  H'ble  Serv't, 

EDW*  HAND. 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Exo^.  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme  Exo* 
Coun^l  of  the  State  of  Pexinsilvania,  at  Philadelphia. 
Edwd.  Hand. 

*  See  Col.  Rao.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  750. 
14* 
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Prbsidbnt  Rkbd  to  Messes.  McOLSNACfiAK  a  Irwik^  1779. 

GoancU  Ohambers,  April  16, 1779. 
Gentlemen^ 

Coancil  haviDg  oonsidered  joar  Proposition  thk  Momio^  &  the 
various  circumstances  attending  the  Gutter,  still  think  that  the 
Departure  of  Capt.  Conyngham,  without  Settlement  of  the  Oommand 
or  Beoeivinff  Orders.*  or  taking  a  Commission  under  the  State,  & 
the  evident  keeping  nack  his  Commission,  without  which  his  Coia- 
mand  cannot  be  settled,  added  to  the  Variation  of  the  terms  from 
what  Council  had  fixed  by  their  Letter  of  the  3d  April,  sufficiently 
justify  them,  &  indeed  make  it  necessary  on  Behalf  of  the  Publick 
to  declare  that  they  cannot  consider  him  in  the  service  of  the  State 
— for  we  cannot  think  Capt.  Conyngham  will  pay  more  Begard  to 
^  our  future  Orders  than  he  has  done  to  those  given  in  Person  &  more 
especially  as  he  may  have  excuses  for  a  Breach  of  Orders  &  a  Devia- 
tion from  our  Plan,  which  we  shall  be  less  able  to  disprove.  JV'e 
wish  our  Terms  of  the  8d  April  had  been  commnnicated  to  the 
Owners  &  either  accepted  or  rejected  in  writme,  bat  as  we 
doubt  not  you  did  what  you  thought  was  for  the  Inest,  we  shall 
be  glad  have  it  terminated  in  as  easy  Manner  as  possible,  uoq- 
sistent  with  the  Interest  of  the  State.  As  it  is  our  Opinion  to  give 
her  up  it  is  immaterial  to  us  who  takes  her,  provided  the  Matter  ia 

Sroperly  understood.  You  propose  to  take  her  on  the  Terms  of  the 
barter  Party,  the  Draught  of  which  was  shown  us,  &  is  now  in  your 
Hands,  to  which  we  a^ ree,  &  give  up  all  Claim  or  Pretence  to  the 
Cutter,  or  any  Prize  she  may  take,  provided  the  Charge  already  in- 
curred on  the  Part  of  the  State  be  refunded,  the  Stores  put  on  board 
by  the  publick  &  accounted  for,  &  we  think  it  necessary  for  our  own 
Vindication  that  the  Owners  of  the  Cutter  should  be  informed  that 
from  the  Circumstances  of  Capt.  Conyngham's  Conduct  &  the  Mis- 
understand* of  the  Terms,  tho  State  give  her  up,  otherwise  there 
may  be  Danger  of  giving  reasonable  Cause  of  Complaint  to  them, 
who  will  say  they  gave  her  to  the  Publick,  not  to  Individuals,  & 
should  she  be  successfol  on  her  Cruize,  urill  probably  be  very 
clamorous  on  th^  'Score. 

If  it  is  not  agreeable  to  yon  to  notify  the  Owners  of  the  Gutter  of 
our  Determination,  it  will  be  best  to  send  forward  the  letter  we  oent 
you  yesterday.  But  we  rather  chuse  to  take  the  Chance  of  all 
unjust  Reflections  than  by  any  Concealment  from  the  Owners  of  the 
Cutter  give  them  just  Cause  of  Dissatisfaction  by  taking  her  out  of 
their  Hands  for  any  other  than  a  publick  Use. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obcd't  H'bble  SerVL 
P.  S.    Ton  will  please  let  us  have  a  few  Lines  in  Answer  &  exon- 
erating the  State  from  all  Risque  &  Expence,  if  it  is  so  settled. 

*  See  pa^e  ai8,  also  288. 
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Cam.  Andrew  Walker  to  John  Hambriqet,  1779. 

Fort  Munoy,  17th  Ap>,  1779. 
D-Sir, 

Year  repMseDftiDs  this  Oonntj  in  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Conn- 
cely  and  from  a  Blender  aoquaintaooe  I  had  with  yon^  have  Imboiild- 
en'd  me  to  point  jou  oat  aa  the  most  Proper  person  to  lay  before  Conn- 
oel  a  Pkn  of  this  Fort,'*'  together  with  the  hardcheps  the  Troopes  have 
sustained  whoe  have  built  it^  from  the  first  of  Aug*  to  this  Present 
Period. 

On  the  2d  of  Aug*,  wee  ware  ordred  by  Colonel  Hartky  to  build 
this  Fort;  wee  Immeadietly  begon  an4  FinnishM  by  the  18th  of- 
8ep%  with  these  Exceptions — There  was  but  one  row  of  Abbetiea 
round  it,  wee  had  built  Neither  Barrak's  Store  or  Magazine. 

On  the  20th  of  Sep',  the  Oarrason,  which  Consisted  of  1  OapS  2 
Sub*,  4  Serg%  &  60  Rank  and  File,  ware  drawn  out  (Except  1  Sub> 
&  18)  on  an  Expedition  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  Hartley— 
on  the  9th  of  Sep'  wee  Again  marched  into  it ;  bad  weather  comeing 
on  we  begon  our  Barr.akfl  Magaaine,  Store  house,  &c. ;  when  this  was 
Finesh'd,  wee  ware  Comfortably  Prepared  Again  the  winter ;  but  ia 
the  Spring  I  found  the  Works  much  Impeared ;  I  then  set  the 
Oanroion  to  Repair  the  Works,  and  raised  them  Eighteen  Inches  ; 
Then  wee  put  two  rowee  more  of  Abbeties  round  the  works-^this  is 
Jnst  now  Finesh'd ;  it  ia  to  be  Observed  that  in  the  Course  of  this 
time,  one  third  of  our  men  ware  Constantly  Imployed  as  Ouards  to 
the  Inhabitants,  and,  I  any  Aferm,  in  Harvest  the  one  halfe  ware 
Imployed  the  same  way,  nor  can  anny  man  in  the  County  say  he 
ever  Asked  a  guard  (when  he  had  a  Just  Oocation)  and  was  denied. 
Dureing  this  time  the  Troops  ware  not  supplied  even  with  Ration 
Whiskey,  allmoste  Neaked  for  want  of  Blankets  and  Cloathes,  and 
yet  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  infoarm  you  they  done  their  Duty 
Cheerfully.  I  from  time  to  time  did  promise  them  some  Compen- 
sation for  their  Treble  and  Industrey.  The  works  are  now  finished, 
and,  in  my  oppinion,  Taneble  again  anny  nomber  our  Savage  Enemy 
can  bring  again  it ;  as  to  my  own  part,  I  begg  lave  to  observe  That 
I  neither  dame  Meret  or  Reward  for  what  1  have  done— it'f  anough 
that  I  have  done  my  Duty.  Yet^  Sir,  as  I  have  Promised  these 
men  a  Compysation  for  there  Industry,  I  begg  you  will  Please  to 
lay  before  the  Hon'Ue  the  Counoel^  the  Inclosed  Plan,  which  will 
Inable  them  to  Judge  wheatfaer  the  Troops  deserve  a  Reward  for 
their  labour  or  not. 

*  This  not  found. 


K4  PBNNSTLTANIA  ABGHIYBB  1779. 

The  sole  oost  this  forfc  is  to  the  States  is,  to  bailding  two  Roomes 
for  the  officers,  Makeing  the  gi^te  &  two  Sentrjr  Boxes. 
^  I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
With  due  Respect, 

Toot  Moste  Obedient  &  Verrj 

Hamble  Servant,  ^ 

ANDW.  WALKER, 

Gap*  Gom'g  Fort  Hancy. 

Directed, 

(On  Public  Bttssness.) 

John  Hamright;  Esq',  Member  of  the  Hon'ble  Ezacutive  Council^ 
Philadelphia. 


PrES.  of  CoNQRBSS  to  FrBS.  RjSBDy  1^9. 

Philadelphia,  18th  April,  1779*. 
Sir; 

You  will  receive  herewith  enolosed  copies  of  two  Acts  of  Ooagrea^ 
of  the  14th  Inst.  One  to  prevent  Persons  going  within  the  Enemy^a 
Lines  unless  authorized  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  it.*  The  other 
on  the  subject  of  permitting  Persons,  under  the  direetion  of*  tho 
Board  of  War  of  Massachusetts  Baj,  (if  aathoriaed  hj  that  State^) 
to  export  grain  &  flour  &c.t 

I  have  die  Honor  to  be, 

with  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  Sorv*, 

JOHN  JAY, 
Presid'. 

Dtrededf 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  767. 
t  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  768. 


Baron  Stkubbn  to  Prbsidbnt  Beep,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  reaesoB  whioh  baa  determined  Swizzerland  as  well  as  other 
Bepublics  of  Europe  to  place  their  Security  in  a  Militia  capable  of 
supporting  their  independency,  is  the  Want  of  the  necessary  means 
to  maintain  a  Standing  Army.  This  reason  has  a  much  greater 
Weight  in  the  United  States,  where  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep 
up  Armies  numerous  enough  to  defend  so  numerous  a  Country  from 
every  hostile  invasion,  Especially  when  the  naval  force  of  our  Enemies 
is  80  much  Superior  to  ours. 

It  is  then  in  our  Militia  that  we  mnst  find  the  real  strength  that 
we  are  to  oppose  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  these  are  indeed  the 
most  res{>ectable  Forces^  which  consist  of  brave  Citizens,  who  am- 
ibated  by  the  noblest  motives,  defend  their  Country  and  their 
Liberty.  Our  business  is  then  now  to  find  out  the  means  of  render- 
ing that  Militia  capable  U>  supply  the  Want  of  a  well  regulated 
standing  Army,  or  at  least,  as  much  as  lies  in  our  Power. 

These  means  should  be  simple :  Uniformity  in  the  formation,  in 
the  march  and  in  the  motaoaa  of  the  Troepe,  and  the  keeping  them 
together  in  Order,  are  the  most  Essential  Points. 

In  the  Composition  of  the  first  Part  of  the  regulations  which  have 
been  just  published  I  have  Established  general  Principles,  as  easy 
and  as  convenient  for  our  Regiments  of  Militia  as  for  the  Continental. 
Army,  putting  aside  the  Manual  Exercise  which  I  look  on  in  some 
parts  as  superfluous.  The  rest  may  be  introduced  without  the  least 
difficulty,  and  the  greatest  advantage  will  result,  when  a  Body  of 
Militia  will  join  the  Enemy,  as  when  it  will  act  separately. 

I  am  induced  by  this  reason  to  address  a  Copy  of  these  Regula- 
tions toyour  Elxcellency  and  the  Honorable  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,-and  submit  them  to  your  judgment,  and  in  case  you  are  of 
opinion  that  these  Rules  actually  introduced  into  our  Army  may  serve 
also  for  the  Militia  of  your  State,  I  have  not  only  engaged  with  the 
Continental  Board  of  War  to  keep  Copies  of  them  in  readiness  for 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  who  will  demand  them,  but  I 
expaot  ottly  your  Orders  to  reqaest  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to 
send  you  an  Officer  capable  of  introduoiog  them  and  giving  the 
necessary  Explanations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  With  the  greatest  respect  Sir, 

Your  Excellenc/s  and  the  Hon***  Counoil's 
moat  Obedieat  and  very  bumble  servant, 

STEUBEN, 
Maj.  GeneraL 

Philadelphia,  April  20th,  1779. 
Directed, 

On  the  aervioe  of  the  United  States. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 
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Jamss  Dundas  to  Council^  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Apr!!  20(h,  1779. 

The  subscriber  bega  leave  to  represent  to  the  Supreoie  Ezecodva 
CouDcil  that  it  will  take  about  ooe  thouBand  Pouuda  to  diachargs 
the  Balances  due  to  sundry  Persons  employed  on  the  FortificatioDf 
at  Billingsport  and  Bed  Bank,  in  the  year  1777. 

That  a  large  proportion  of  the  money  ho  last  received  hj  order  of 
your  Hon'l  Board,  was  of  the  Emissions  called  out  of  oirculationj 
and  that  several  of  the  People  have  refused  to  take  it  in  payment, 
which  has  tended  to  retard  the  settlement  of  the  publio  aco'". 

.  The  subscriber  therefore  begs  that  the  Hon*  Council  would  be 
pleased  to  order  their  Treasurer  to  pay  him  in  such  money  as  may 
answer  the  intended  purpose. 

JAMES  DUNDAS,  P.  H. 

JHrecUdf 
The  H<A^  the  Supieme  Executive  Gonneil. 

Indonedf 

f  Ord'  that  the  Petitioner  lay  a  state  of  his  Ace*  before  the  Board 

in  order  to  a  Wart*  issuing  as  prayed. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y- 


Petition  of  Judges  in  case  of  Geobgb  Habdt,  1779* 

Sir, 

Inolosed  herewith  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Exoel- 
leney  and  the  Oonnoil,  a  transcript  of  the  Reoord  of  the  conviction 
and  attainder  of  George  Hardj,  for  High  Treason,  together  with 
two  Petitione  for  a  pardon^  the  one  sigiMd  by  all  the  jurors  who 
convicted  him,  and  the  other  by  divers  reputable  Gitiiens;* 
which  have  been  recommended  to  out  favorable  intreduetioii  to 
Council. 

The  overt-act  to  which  the  evidenee  •ehiefiy  applied,  was  disarm- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Soutbwark,  in  which  business  he  waa  un- 
doubtedly a  Ydunteer;  and  very  active.  His  behaviour,  during  the 
several  times  he  appeared  before  the  court,  and  at  and  after  his  trial, 
was  decent,  respectful  and  penitential.  His  character  appears  to 
have  been  good  before  this  affair.    If  hia  li&  is  spaced  these  is  a 

*  These  are  not  found. 
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prospect  of  his  refonnation.  His  daath  (beisg  a  man  of  small  ndte 
or  consideratioTi)  would  afford  little  benefit  by  the  example.  And 
when  we  reflect  that  his  offence  has  not  been  of  the  most  aggravated 
species  of  treason,  and  that  more  than  one,  at  least  equally  criminal 
with  this  man,  has  been  tried  before  us,  and  acquitted  by  the  extreme 
lenity  and  tenderness  of  the  Juries,  We  find  ourselves  constrained  to 
gratify  the  wishes  of  his  Jury  and  Friends  by  recommending  him  to 
your  mercy,  so  far  as  respects  his  life. 
We  are,  with  the  utmost  regard, 

yoar  Bxoelleiioy's  and  the  Connoil'a 

meat  obedient  &  most  humble  servants, 
THO  M«KEAN, 
WILL.  S.  ATLEE, 
JOHN  EVANS.* 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  &o. 


GuOi*  Washihgtoh  to  Coukcil,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Middle  Brook, 

20th  April,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have,  in  oMieiioe  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  of  tbe  8d  instant, 
directed  a  Gonr^  Martial  to  be  held  at  this  Camp  on  the  1st  of  May 
nei^,  lor  the  trial  of  Major  General  Arnold  on  the  1st,  Sc^  8d,  aad 
5th  obarges  exhibited  agaiaet  him  by  the  Supreme  Execntive  Coun- 
cil of  the  Sti|te  of  Penneylvania* 

Tou  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  Conii  at  the  above 
time  with'  the  proper  evidence  in  support  of  the  charges. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obet.  Servt., 

G».  WASHINGTON.f 
His  Excell'y  the  President  &  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indorwiy 
Beo'd  22,  Aosw'a  Ae  24th,  &  sent  by  Gen.  Mlntoah  the  26th. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XI.,  pp.  747,  753,  764,  760.  761,  764.  He  was  then 
**reprieTed  until  the  end  of  the  same  Session  of  the  Qeneral  Afseaihly, 
the  word  Session  being  understood  to  mean  Sitting." 

t  See  CoL  Bee  ,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  -165.    Bee  reply,  postea. 
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Pees.  Rbkd  to  C.  J.  McKkan,  1779. 

Sir, 

Col.  Smith;  one  of  the  agents  for  forfeited  Estates  has  made  a 
Representation  respecting  the  Estate  in  this  County  formerly  belong- 
ing to  Richard  Swan  wick.  And  if  it  be  jast,  as  we  have  no  Reason 
to  qaestion  his  Veracity,  we  are  of  Opinion  the  Jostice,  Honoar,  & 
Peace  ,of  Goyemm^  deeply  affected  by  the  Proceedings  which  are 
likely  to  take  Place  with  Respect  to  those  Tenants.  T%e  Farms  it 
is  said  have  been  rented  to  them  (after  Notice  to  the  Claimants 
Trotman  &  others)  under  the  Faith  &  Asauranoes  of  Govemm% 
they  have  prepared  their  Ground  for  a  Spring  Crop ;  their  Families 
have  no  Places  to  move  to,  &  yet  it  is  said  summary  Prooess  is  to 
issue  to  dispossess  them.  When  we  consider  these  Persons  &  their 
Characters  compared  with  those  who  are  thus  endeavouring  to  dis- 
tress them,  that  the  former  want  Houses  because  by  their  Seryioea& 
Affection  to  their  Country,  they  became  exposed  to  the  Raze  &  Deso- 
lation of  the  Enemy,  &  that  the  latter  have  them  by  a  direct  con- 
trary Conduct,  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  Wishes  that  some 
Mode  consistent  with  Law  may  be  devised  for  their  Relief,  &  in  this 
View  do  recommend  it  to  your  most  serious  Consideration.  If  there 
is  no  such  Method,  we  can  only  hment  the  fatal  Defeol  of  Justice  & 
Policy,  and  shall  endeavour  to  make  it  an  Object  of  our  attentive 
Consideration  to  prevent  &  redress  future  Oases  of  the  like  Kind. 

We  are  far  from  wishing  to  mingle  Considerations  of  Policy  with 
those  of  Justice,  but  we  cannot  help  suggesting  our  Apprehensions, 
that  too  easy  an  Ear  has  been  given  by  the  Ministers  of  Justice  to 
the  Applications  of  those  who  are  dissafecied  to  their  Country  8c 
that  from  a  Fear  of  the  Imputation  of  Rigour  or  giving  Offenee,  the 
contrary  Error  of  extreme  Compassioii  &  a  Desire  to  avoid  Offence 
has  taken  Place,  which  in  some  Cases  may  be  laudable  &  in  others 
excuseable,  yet  had  a  Tendency  to  weaken  Governm*;  ft  encourage 
the  political  Sinners  of  this  Stoto. 
I  am,  Sir. 

April  20, 1779. 


W.  H.  Drayton  to  Pkes.  Rebd,  1779. 

April  22,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  obedienoe  to  tho  order  of  Council  this  day  pmblished,  I  do 
without  delay  return  into  your  hands  the  first  &  second  Vol*  of 
"  State  Tracts  "  which  I  had  removed  from  the  State  Library,  where 
I  had  not  time  to  use  them  to  my  lodgings  where,  after  Congrefis 
hours,  I  had  time  to  turn  them  over  with  attention. 
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These  are  the  onl  j  books  which  I  ever  removed  from  the  Library. 
If  I  could  have  thought  that  each  an  use  of  the  Books  would  have 
given  offence,  I  should  not  have  taken  such  a  liberty.     However,  I 
shall  not  repeat  a  conduct  which  I  find  is  disagreeable. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv* 

W-  RJ  DRAYTON. 
Eleven,  A.  M.  April  22nd,  1779.* 
Directed, 
To  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq'. 


BoAED  OF  War  to  Pres.  Bbbb,  1779. 

War  Office,  Aprfl  22,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  desired  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  take 
the  necessary  Steps  for  the  March  &  Equipment  of  Col.  Proctor's 
Be^ment  on  a  secret  Expedition  which  requires  their  proceeding 
vrith  every  Degree  of  Dispatch.  As  Part  of  that  Regiment  is  sta- 
tioned at  the  Forts  on  the  Delaware,  we  beg  Leave  to  inform  your 
Excellency  &  the  Hon^ble  Council,  that  means  may  be  taken  to 
relieve  the  Companies  on  the  Delaware,  if  you  think  proper,  with  a 
competent  Number  of  Militia. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 
with  the  greatest  Respect 
your  very  obed*  Servants 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  Order-t 
Direciedy 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  Pennsilvania. 

(War  Office.) 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  755,  and  page  855  of  this  Vol. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  756,  700; 
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QEm4.  J.  P.  Da  Haas  to.Pbbs.  Bbed,  1779. 

Lebanon,  22nd  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  some  time  since 
a  quantity  of  flour,  which  I  had  purchased  at  the  request  of  a  few 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Pbila<^  fot  their  own  consumption  waa 
seised  for  the  use  of  the  publiok,  by  one  Schafifner  a  commissary  at 
this  post.  As  it  was  said  to  have  been  done  by  virtue  of  an  order 
from  the  Board  of  War,  I  represented  the  oiroomstances  to  that 
body,  to  whose  answer  and  to  my  letter  herewith  presented,  for  a 
more  particular  account  of  the  transaction,  I  refer  you.  I  am 
induced  to  believe  that  your  Exoeliency  and  the  Council  will  think 
I  am  entitled  to  some  satis&ction  or  redress  and  that  it  will  not  be 
withheld  from  me. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Serv' 

J.  P.  de  HAAS. 
Directed. 

To  His  Eaoellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq';  President  of  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania. 


No.  !• 

Lebanon,  11th  February,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  goinff  to  address  you  on  an  unusual  subject,  butwhen  I 
inform  you  that  the  grievance  of  which  I  am  about  to  complain  is 
said  to  have  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  War  you  will  not  wonder. 
Some  time  since  I  was  requested  by  some  of  my  acquaintances  in 
Philad*  to  procure  a  few  tons  of  good  flour  for  their  particular  con- 
sumption, which  I  did,  and  had  it  stored  at  the  mills,  waiting  an 
opportunity  of  sending  it  down.  On  the  4th  inst.  one  Jacob  Schaff- 
ner,  a  young  lad  appointed  by  M'  Cornelius  Cox,  ass*  Commissary 
of  pur*,  to  supply  this  post  with  provisions,  came  and  informed  me 
that  he  had  M'  Uoz's  order  to  seize  all  my  flour,  wheat,  &o^,  for  the 
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nte  of  tiie  pnbfio.  I  answered  that  I  had  five  or  six  tons  of  flour  at 
the  mills,  which  I  ooDsidered  as  the  property  of  suiidrj  inhabitaots 
of  Philad%  but  in  case  of  absolute  neoeeisitjr  he  should  have  it  on  bis 
paying  at  least  what  it  cost  me,  and  at  the  same  time  informed  him 
tbat  Colonel  Greenewalt  of  this  place  had  flour  for  sale,  and  that 
Colo.  Kucher,  about  a  mile  off,  had  purchased  a  large  quantity  of 
wheat,  which  I  did  not  doubt  was  for  sale  also.^  Nezt  day  I  was 
informed  by  the  millers  that  Schaffner,  with  guards,  waggons,  &c% 
had  seized  and  taken  away  the  flour,  &  had  issued  orders  to  them  to 
grind  all  the  grain  that  should  be  brought  to  their  mills,  belonging 
to,  or  in  the  name  of  P.  de  Haas;  This  astonished  me,  but  it's 
happy  that  I  did  not  take  the  revenge  which  my  passion  first 
dictated.  On  the  6th  instant,  two  waggons  loaded  with  whisky 
halted  before  my  door.  I  immediately  gave  information  thereof  to 
M'  Sehaffaer  that  in  case  supplies  were  really  scarce,  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  seizing  that  also ;  upon  which  he  came  and  told 
me  that  he  had  then  a  sufficiency  of  both  flour  and  whisky,  whence 
I  eonoloded  that  his  orders,  whether  pretended  or  real,  were  to 
seize  my  property  only, — a  measure  which  could  not  have  even  the 
countenance  of  the  Board  of  War.  The  fact,  in  my  opinion,  is, 
that  as  I  was  by  no  means  under  his  notice  as  a  forestaller,  &c*, 
and  provisions  beinff  in  no  wise  scarce,  it  seems  to  have  been  in  part 
dictated  and  set  on  foot  by  a  petty  Quarter  Master  of  this  place,  by 
whom  I  have  been  insulted  on  account  of  my  abhorrence  of  his 
conduct.  Not  long  since  I  reced.  a  note  from  him  in  the  following 
words, — "You  are  to  take  two  men  (waggoners)  billeted  on  you.— 
Kob*  Patton,  D.  Q.  M.  G^— To  Gen»  de  Haas.''  This  I  thought  very 
extraordinary.  I  however  absolutely  refused  it^  well  knowing  that 
a  Gent*  once  honored  with  the  title  of  General,  can  by  no  means  have 
soldiers  billeted  on  him — at  least  'tis  so  in  Europe.  It  may  be  this  M' 
Quarter  Master  has  unusual  authorities ',  indeed  it  seems  so,  or  he  would 
not  dare  to  exchange  hocses,  as  tho'  they  were  private  property,  or 
sell  them  otherwise  than  in  a  public  manner.  There  are  frequent 
instances  of  his  seizing  the  property  of  individuals  in  a  manner  that 
appeared  to  me  tho  most  unwarrantable.  If  such  powers  are  con* 
ferred  on  him  I  have  nothing  to  say  on  that  head,  but  I  have  a 
right  to  think  as  I  please.  And  when  I  know  that  a  man,  who  but 
a  short  time  since  had  no  property,  is  purchasing  one  plantatbn 
after  another,  and  speaks  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  pounds  as  but 
of  a  part  of  bis  estate,  in  my  opinion  his  conduct  as  a  public  officer 
appears  somewhat  oensurable.  The  above  M'  Sdhaffiier  is  a  boy 
without  a  single  good  qualification,  who,  aided  by  others  of  his  class, 
has  more  than  once  abused,  and  in  a  forceable  manner  taken  the 
grain,  cattle,  &c*,  from  the  most  reputable  &  honest  farmers  of  the 
neighbourhood  without  any  cause  whatever.  These  things  are  too 
much  winked  at,  and  are  of  very  great  public  injury.  Wi%  respect 
to  the  seizure  of  my  flouTi  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  answer.    I 
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flatter  myself  the  Honble.  Board  will  afford  me  anoh  redreas  aa  I 
have  a  right  to  expect. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be  &e*,  ^ 

J.  P.  DE  HAAS. 
•    (Copy.) 

The  Honble  B.  Peters. 


No.  2. 

War  Office^  Febru^^  20»,  1779. 
D'  Sir, 

I  reoeived  your  Letter  on  the  subject  of  certain  seizures  made  of 
your  property.  I  communicated  it  to  the  Boards  in  whose  behalf  I 
inform  you  that  your  letter  was  the  first  notice  we  had  of  the  trans- 
action. We  gave  no  orders  in  the  case,  nor  have  we  given  any 
orders  whatsoever  for  the  seizure  of  any  person's  property  by  officers 
in  any  Department  under  our  direction.  We  have  communicated 
your  letter  both  to  the  D.  Comm^^  of  purchases,  M'  Blaine,  &  to  the 
A.  Q.  M.  G',  M'  Pettit,  with  our  orders  to  examine  into  the  com- 
plaint. M'  Pettit  informs  us  he  gave  no  orders,  nor  was  it  done 
in  the  Department,  for  the  billeting  of  soldiers  or  waggoners;  & 
M'  Blaine  says  the  flour  was  taken  by  virtue  of  a  general  autherity- 
from  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State.  Be  assured  that  we  shall 
encourage  no  officer  in  acts  of  oppression  on  any  occasion ;  &  as  to 
the  facts  stated  in  your  letter  vrith  respect  to  the  Commissaries — ^if 
they  have  done  wrong,  you  have  your  remedy  against  them.  We 
wish  the  Laws  of  the  State  to  have  their  full  eSeet  in  all  cases,  nor 
is  it  our  custom  to  dve  any  orders  which  may  in  their  consequences 
oppose  them.  If  the  Commissaries  have  acted  contrary  to  the  laws 
they  are  liable  to  punishment,  but  if  agreeably  to  them,  they  will 
be  justified.  Our  orders  cannot  be  plead,  for  we  gave  none.  We 
will  on  all  occasions  support  and  not  infringe  the  rights  of  citizens, 
as  we  look  upon  our  happiness  and  liberty  intirely  involved  in 
theurs. 

I  am  with  great  Regard| 
your  obed^  servS 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

in  behalf  of  y*  Board. 

(Copy.) 
Directed, 

To  Gen^  De  Haas. 
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James  Dundas  to  Council,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  22*,  1779. 
May  it  please  the  Goxmcil, 

Agreeable  to  a  verbal  Order  I  yesterday  received  from  your 
Secretary,  I  have  the  honour  of  inolosiog  to  you  a  List  of  the  Balances 
that  appeared  due  to  people  employed  on  the  Fortifications  at  Bil- 
lingsport  and  Red  Bank,  (extracted  from  the  Ledger,)  amounting 
to  £763  16  2i.  But  sundry  applications  for  payment  have  been 
made  to  me  at  a  time  when  I  had  no  money  but  that  called  out  of 
oirenlation,  which  they  refusing  to  receive,  went  off,  and  as  they  were 
loose  aec^  not  Credited  in  the  Ledger,  cannot  exactly  ascertain  the 
•mount,  but  believe  with  the  above  would  make  at  least  the  sums  I 
applyed  to  your  Hon*  Board  for. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  hum«  Serv^ 

JAMES  DUNDAS.* 

[Then  follows  the  detailed  account] 
Dir^ctedy 

The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Lieutenant  Gborqe  Henbt  to  President  Beeb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  April  22nd,  1779. 
In  consequence  of  your  Order  of  the  11th  of  March,  I  have 
taken  an  Inventory  of  the  Naval  Stores  now  collected,  a  Copy  of 
which  is  indosed.f 

The  heavy  Cannon  that  were  at  Trenton  &  Bordentown,  I  imme- 
diately sent  for-— they  are  now  at  the  Factory  in  this  City,  mounting. 
The  small  arms  are  delivered  to  Captain  Styles. 

I  am  dayly  finding  the  scattered  Stores  of  the  State,  &  will 
collect  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obed*  &  very  humb*  serv*, 

GEORGE  HENKY. 
The  Cannons  brought  from  Trenton  &  Bordentown  were  seveUi 
eighteen,  &  two,  twenty-four  pounders. 

JHrectedy 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Keed,  Esqr.^  Pireddent  of  the  State]  of 
PeUMylvaiiia. 

♦  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  766. 
t  S«e  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  766,  765. 
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Matthew  GRsaa  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Sapreme  Executive  CSovncil  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  applied  to  Ooloviel  Petlit  for  bis  oppinion  and  Direetion 
in  what  manner  I  am  to  have  a  Settlement  of  m j  Aoeounts  ft  Pay 
for  the  time  I  have  served  the  State  as  Waggon  Master,  and  hav« 
Beeeived  his  Answer  thereto,  as  will  appear  to  jou  by  the  enolosed. 
As  I  live  a  considerable  diitanoe  from  this  City,  and  have  oame 
here  for  the  sole  parpose  of  obtaining  a  Settlement,  I  Request  you 
will  take  the  matter  under  your  Oonsideration,  and  give  suoh  orders 
ft  Directions  as  to  you  may  seem  most  proper. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

wiUi  due  respect, 

your  most  obed*  hum*  serv*, 

HATTHQIW  GREGG.* 
PhHadelphia,  22d  April,  1779. 

Directed, 

To  *the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Indonement 
Read  in  Council,  April  22nd,  1779. 


Matthew  GREaa  to  Colonsl  Pbttit,  17T9. 

Philadelphia,  22nd  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  think  proper  to  mfoim  you  that  I  was  appointed  Waggon 
Maater  for  the  County  of  Cumberland,  by  the  Executive  Council  of 
this  State,  the  ninth  of  January,  1778,  and  never  have  had  any 
Msettlement  of  my  Accounts  or  pay  from  that  time — therefbre  request 
you  will  inform  me  what  mode  I  am  to  pursue  in  otdet  to  have  a 
settlement,  and  in  so  doing,  you  will  much  oblige 
your  very  hamUe  servant 

MATTHEW  OSBGG. 

*  £k9  Col.  Recy  Vol.  XL,  p.  7^ 
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I  do  not  know  of  any  Instinoe  ia  wbich  th6  Oonnty  Waggon 
Hasten  of  Pennsylvania  liaTe  been  fnd  by  the  <)narter  Master 
General.  They  seem  to  be  merely  State  Officers,  appointed  by  & 
accountable  for  their  Conduct  to  the  State.  How  far  their  pay  may 
be  a  proper  charge  against  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  proper 
for  me  to  determine,  but  I  do  not  conceive  the  Quarter  Master 
General  is  authorized  to  pay  them  in  the  first  Instance. 

CHARLES  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  G. 

22nd  April,  1779. 
Directed, 

To  Colonel  Charles  Pettit^  Present. 


Sbcbetart  Matlack  to  Wm.  H.  Drayton,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  State  Tracts  came  to  hand.  It  was  not  the  intention  of 
Council  to  prevent  the  delegates  of  Congress  from  the  use  of  the 
State  Library,  but  so  great  a  number  of  books  being  abroad,  with- 
out any  account  of  them,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  publish 
them,  in  order  to  call  them  in.  I  shall,  without  hesitation,  at  any 
time,  send  you  any  books  you  shall  have  reason  for, 
I  am  ^ir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.,  Seeretary.* 
Thursday,  April  22Bd,  1779. 
Directed f 
To  the  Honorable  W.  H.  Drayton,  Esqr. 


Council  to  Chas.  P^tit,  Q.  M.  G,  1779, 

Sir, 

The  Council  desire  you  will  please  to  furnish  two  waggon*  to 
bring  some  arms  and  ammunition  from  Ooryeb  ferry  to  ibis  city — 
The  arms  and  ammunition  are  the  same  which  were  sent  to  supply 
the  militia  appointed  to  conduct  the  Convention  troops  thro  this 
state,  and  are  therefore  to  he  returned  at  Continental  expence. 

^  *  flee  page  828. 
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As  it  will  be  proper  to  send  some  persons  to  take  oare  of  those 
ibiiigs  I  beg  the  favour  of  yoii  to  let  me  know  when  the  waggons 
oan  be  famished;  that  a  person  may  be  ready  to  go  with  them. 

I  am  respeotfnlly 

your  very  humble  servant 

T.  M.  see^j. 
April  23, 1779. 


Col.  Morgan  Connor  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

That  part  of  the  11th  Penn*  Regiment  that  was  Gol.  Hartley's 
and  now  on  the  frontiers,  is  in  great  distress  (both  officeis  and  men) 
for  want  of  ClothiDg,  their  remote  situation  from  the  main  Army 
and  this  City  where  the  clothing  is  generally  distributed  renders 
them  more  liable  to  suffer  in  this  article,  as  the  troops  upon  the  spot 
have  (by  frequent  and  personal  applications)  a  better  opportunity  of 
being  supplied,  I  must  therefore  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  £zoellency 
and  the  Hon'ble  Body  over  which  you  preside  for  some  supply 
of  Clothing  for  this  Regim^  perticularly  the  officers  who  have  not 
received  a  single  article  for  above  twelve  months.  Should  your 
Excellency  think  proper  to  give  any  orders  in  this  matter,  there 
will  be  a  safe  and  speedy  conveyance  next  week  by  which  the  sap- 
plies  may  be  forwarded. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  hum.  Serv* 

"  MORG'N  CONNOR.* 
Pine  Street,  23d  April,  1779. 

Directedy 

To  His  Excellency,  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsjlvania. 

Indorsed. 

Read  in  Council,  May  11, 1779. 

T.  M. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  772. 
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President  Reed  to  General  Washington,  1779. 

In  Council,  Philada.,  AprU  24th,  1779. 

Your  Exoellj*  Letter  of  the  20th*  Inst.,  has  been  laid  before  the 
Board,  informing  us  that  a  Court  Martial  will  be  held  at  Camp  on 
the  let  May  inst.,  for  <Hbe  Trial  of  Oenl.  Arnold  on  the  Ist,  2d,  8d 
^  &  fifth  Charges  exhibited  against  bim  by  this  Board/^ 

We  apprehend  there  must  have  been  some  Mistake  in  the  Mode 
of  transmitting  this  Business  to  your  Excell^,  as  we  never  exhibited 
any  other  Charge  aeainst  Genl.  Arnold  to  Congress  than  that  of 
appropriating  the  publiok  Waggons  of  tbo  State  to  private  Uses,  & 
that  only  that  he  might  remain  to  answer.  Nor  do  we  think  it  by 
any  Means  consistent  with  the  Duty  we  owe  the  State  to  be  oon- 
sidered  in  the  light  of  Parties,  as  thereby  we  may  establish  a  Prin- 
ciple under  whioh  we  must  either  submit  silently  to  Injuries  &  Insults, 
«r  follow  Military  Courts  into  any  part  of  the  Country  wherever  the 
aerviee  may  require  the  Army  to  be. 

The  light  in  which  we  have  ever  considered  ourselves  &  which  we 
would  wish  to  be  considered  by  your  Exoell',  is  as  a  publick  Body, 
the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  Pennsylvania  expressing  our 
opinion  of  Oenl.  Arnold's  Conduct,  founded  upon  Facts  disclosed 
to  us  &  arising  from  our  own  Knowledge,  asking  nothing  of 
Congress  but  that  he  should  not  continue  to  command  in  this  State. 
The  History  of  this  Country  affords  many  Instances  of  this  Pro- 
ceeding in  the  Cases  of  oppressive  Governors,  &  it  is  a  Right  which 
ire  hold  independent  of  &  unaceountable  to  any  other  Power.  No 
one  doubts  the  Right  of  a  publick  Body  to  praise,  &  this  shows  very 
strongly  they  have  a  Power  to  censure.  It  only  operating  as  an 
opinion,  unaccompanied  with  any  Punishm*.  In  the  present  instance 
Oenl.  Arnold  refused  to  give  any  Explanation  of  his  Conduct,  tho' 
civilly  requested,  or  even  offered  to  disprove  the  Facts  alledged,  of 
Course  we  were  obliged  to  exercise  our  Judgment  upon  the  Evidence 
&  Proofs  we  had.  At  the  same  time  we  perfectly  approve  the  Trial, 
being  of  opinicm  thftt  G-enl.  Arnold's  Conduct  deserves  some  military 
Reprehension,  &  we  doubt  not  the  Officers  of  the  Army  will  impar- 
tially weigh  the  Duty  they  owe  to  the  Country  as  well  as  the  Person 
charged,  and  if  the  Facts  are  proved,  let  the  palliatory  Circumstances, 
if  there  are  any,  operate  on  the  Sentence,  not  on  the  nature  of  the 
Transaction.  Such  is  the  Dependance  of  the  Army  upon  theTransy 
portation  of  this  State,  &  such  the  Feelings  of  the  People  upon  this 
Sort  of  Duty,  that  should  the  Court  treat  it  as  a  light  and  trivial 
Matter  &  found  an  Opinion  upon  any  other  Ground  than  the  Inno- 
cence of  the  Charge,  we  fear  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  draw  forth 
Waggona  in  future,  be  the  Emergency  what  it  may,  &  will  have  very 

*  See  page  827. 
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bad  Gonsequenoes.  We  could  have  wish'd  your  Exoell'^  had  ap- 
pointed a  later  Day,  or  we  could  have  had  earlier  Notice.  Your 
Letter  is  dated  the  20th  Inst.^  &  was  not  received  till  the  22d,  & 
considering  the  Distance  of  some  of  the  Witnesses,  we  fear  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  give  them  Notice,  much  less  to  procure  their 
Attendance,  &  we  presume  no  ex  parte  Testimony  ought  to  be 
received  by  the  Court  Our  view  of  the  matter  was,  &  it  was  so 
considered  by  the  joint  Committees,  that  we  should  transmit  the 
Papers  to  your  Ezcell',  inform  you  of  the  Names  of  the  Witnesses 
to  prove  the  several  Points-*-that  then  your  Ezcelk,  either  by  your 
own  Authority  or  that  of  Congress,  would  have  procured  the  Attend- 
ance  of  the  Witnesses.  Two  officers  of  Congress,  not  in  any  respect 
under  our  Control,  are  material  Witnesses,  of  which  we  informed 
Congress,  requesting  they  might  not  proceed  to  Carolina  till  their 
Testimony  could  be  had.  No  Notice  was  taken  of  it,  &  they  set  off 
about  a  Week  ago,  &  as  we  have  Reason  to  think,  with  a  View  to  be 
absent  till  the  trial  is  over.  Col.  Fitsgerald,  who  is  also  a  material 
Witness,  we  suppose  b  in  Virginia.  As  substantial  Justice,  not  a 
mere  formality,  is  undoubtedly  your  Ezcelly*  object  on  this  OiMsaaion, 
we  submit  to  your  judgment  whether  a  competent  Time  for  the 
Attendance  of  these  Witnesses,  at  least  who  are  within  Reach,  &  the 
Adjustment  of  some  previous  Points  will  not  make  a  farther  Day 
necessary.  These  Points  are  at  whose  Ezpence  &  by  whose  Pro- 
curement are  the  Witnesses  to  be  had,  and  whether  the  service  will 
not  admit  of  the  sitting  of  the  Court  at  some  nearer  Place  than 
Camp  7  if  that  cannot  be,  we  must  rely  upon  your  Ezcelk  to  give  some 
Directions  for  the  Accommodation  of  the  Persons  who  may  Attend 
in  Behalf  of  the  Prosecution.  As  the  Idea  ez{»-eased  in  your  Ezcely* 
Letter  does  not  correspond  with  the  Resolve  of  Congress  transmitted 
to  us,  &  differs  from  that  entertained  by  the  joint  Committee  of 
Congress,  Council  &  Assembly,  in  which  it  was  expressly  declared 
that  this  Board  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  P^ty,  we  trust  the 
Proceedings  in  the  Business  will  conform  to  this  Idea,  otherwise, 
besides  the  Inconveniences  above  mentioned,  we  shall  be  liable  to  a 
Charge  of  Inconsistency  not  well  founded. 

We  are  Sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  Respect  &  Regard, 
Tour  most  obed't  H'bble  Serv't, 

JOS.  BEED. 

P.  S.    By  the  Time  this  will  reach  your  EzcelU  there  will  remain 
but  8  Days,  so  that  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  as  early  an  Answer  as 

Eossible,  for  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  no  other  Delay  is  sought 
ut  what  is  necessary  to  proceed  to  Business  with  Effect. 
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Council  to  Board  op  War,  1779. 

Philada,  April  24th,  1779. 
GeDtlemen, 

The  GouDCil  lately  received  the  inclosed*  Besolve  from  Congress, 
ft  as  they  wish  to  avoid  all  future  Occasion  of  Uneasiness  or  Dispute; 
request  to  know  whether  the  Stato  of  Pennsylvania  is  considered  as 
a  teparate  Department  from  the  Command  in  Chief. 
I  am,  Gent.y  respectfully, 

Your  Obd'  Hbbl.  Ser^ 

TT  MATLACK,  Sco^. 
To  Hou'ble  Board  of  War. 


Prbb.  Rbbd  to  Board  op  War,  1779. 

In  Connoil,  Philada.,  April  24th,  1779. 
Gentlemen : 

We  received  yours  of  yesterday,f  &  immediately  direeted  two 
Militia  Companies  of  Artillery  to  relieve  the  Detachment  of  CoL 
Proctor's  Reg*  doing  Duty  at  Billinsport  ft  Mud  Island.  As  the 
Militia  has  scarcely  yet  recovered  the  shock  of  Dispersion  occasioned 
by  the  Enemy  ft  the  loss  of  Arms,  Accoutrements,  &c.,  it  will  be 
some  Time  before  they  will  be  prepared  to  go  down,  ft  we  doubt  not 
you  will  think  with  us  that  it  is  a  matter  of  too  much  Importance 
to  leave  these  Forts  quite  unguarded  at  this  Seascm  of  the  Year. 
We  therefore  hope  Col.  Proctor's  People  will  not  leave  the  Posts 
till  the  Militia  go  down,  ft  you  may  depend  upon  our  forwarding 
them  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

Gen.  Washington  assured  the  President  at  Camp,  ft  has  since 
repeated  it  in  Letters,  that  Col.  Rawlins's  Reg*  was  to  march  to  Fort 
Pitt,  ft  from  thence  to  take  such  a  Post  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Frontiers  as  would  best  answer  that  Purpose.  To  this  End  he  in- 
forms us  he  had  thro'  yon  addross'd  Gov.  Johnson  to  order  some 
Militia  to  relieve  Rawlins's  Reg*  then  guarding  British  Prisoners  at 
Fort  Frederick.  As  these  unhappy  Borderers  are  much  distressed, 
ft  have  been  made  to  expect  this  Assistance  will  be  sent  them,  we 
must  beg  you  to  keep  it  in  Memory,  ft  if  necessary  renew  the  appli- 
cation to  Gov.  Johnson,  a  Request  we  think  he  will  more  readily 
comply  with  as  the  Militia  of  that  State  have  borne  an  inconsiderable 
share  of  this  burthensome  service,  when  compared  with  most  other 
States  in  the  Union. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Gent.,  Your  obed.  ft 

very  Hbble.  Scrv. 

*  No  resolution  was  found  with  this,  and  no  date  indicates  the  one  re* 
ferred  te— the  last  rec'd  is  alluded  te  on  page  827. 
t  See  page  829. 
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BoARP  OF  War  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1779. 

War  Office,  April  24, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  honoured  with  your  Letter  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Militia  to  be  seat  to  the  Forts  on  the  Delaware  A;  Col.  Rawlins's 
Begiment.  Col.  Proctor's  Comp'ies  eiiall  remain  as  long  as  the 
Duty  they  are  to  proceed  upon  will  possibly  admit.  We  are  deeply 
impressed  with  the  Necessity  of  a  sufficient  Force  at  those  Posts  to 
defend  them  at  least  against  a  sadden  Enterprise.  We  have  repeat- 
edly expressed  to  Congress  our  Anxiety  on  this  subject,  &  yesterday 
renewed  our  Request  that  something  might  be  done  in  the  Matter. 
The  calling  upon  the  militia  should  be  avoided  aB  much  as  possible, 
espeoially  for  service  likely  to  be  of  long  Continuance.  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  however,  there  is  no  other  Resource,  &  as  Col.  Proctor's 
Companies  cannot  stay  many  Days,  consistent  with  other  Arrange- 
ments, we  entreat  that  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon.  Council  will  be 
pleased  to  stimulate  the  proper  Officers  to  get  the  Relief  of  Militia 
ID  Readiness  the  soonest  possible. 

The  supplies  for  Colonel  Rawlins's  regiment  are  gone  from  henoe, 
Bome  time  ago,  ft  he  will  be  ready  to  march  so  soon  as  they  arrive.* 
We  were  so  anxious  to  expedite  the  mareh  of  this  Regiment  for  the 
-Relief  of  the  Frontiers,  that  on  Gov.  Johnson's  representing  the 
Difficulties  attending  the  raising  the  miKtia,  we  agreed  that  only  s 
tmall  Guard  of  a  Lieu*  &  10  Men  of  tile  Militia  should  be  stationed 
at  Fort  Frederick,  h  ordered  the  Commissary  to  suiler  the  Prisoners 
to  go  out  among  the  Inhabitants  as  Labourers.  We  therefore  con- 
ceive that  every  Impediment  is  removed,  &  that  Council  may  depend 
upon  what  Assistance  this  small  Regiment  can  aflford  the  distress'd 
InhaUtants  of  the  Frontiers. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  tl^  greatest  Respect, 

Your  very  obed.  Servants. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  order. 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  President,  &o..  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania. 

War  Office. 

*  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XX,,  p.  768. 
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pRBS.  Rbed  to  Gbn*  Washington^  1779. 

Philad.,  April,*  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  to  thank  you  for  yoar  Favour  of  the  19**^  In8t.,f  &  hopet  he 
State  I  am  about  to  give  of  our  Affairs  will,  in  some  Degree,  answer 
to  your  Ezcerys  Satisfaction  the  most  important  Parts  of  your 
Letter.  As  soon  as  I  returned  from  Camp,  Orders  were  issued  for 
calling  250  Militia  from  the  Inner  Counties  for  the  Protection  of 
Bedford  &  Westmoreland,  these  Counties  being  much  exposed,  & 
having,  as  I  suppose,  at  that  Time,  very  little  Expectations  from 
Fort  Pitt  k  its  Neighbourhood.  We  also  made  the  Appointments 
for  the  Corps  of  Rangers,  which,  at  its  fall  Complement,  will  be  380 
Men.  These  are  now  recruiting,  &  we  hope  with  considerable  sue- 
cesa }  but  we  «annot  flatter  ourselves  they  will  be  complete  by  the 
10th  May.  Not  from  the  Forms  to  be  complied  with  in  the  Militia 
Law.  do  we  suppose  the  Militia  are  more  than  prepared  to  march. 
If,  therefore,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  last  Clause  of  your  Exceir^ 
Letter,  the  Co-operation  of  the  Troops  from  Fort  Pitt  is  laid  aside, 
perhaps  the  Assistance  intended  by  these  Militia  to  Bedford  &  West- 
moreland, may  be  givep  from  Fort  Pitt,  &  the  Militia  ordered  to  pro* 
eeed  to  Sunbury  directly.  By  this  Means  a  body  of  Men  may  be  had  in 
Service,  which  otherwise  we  cannot  expect.  But,  after  the  Assu* 
ranoe  siven  these  Counties  of  Protection  from  this  Militia,  we  fear 
it  would  give  ^eat  Disgust  if  we  should  change  their  Destination 
without  supplying  their  Places.  I  mentioned  in  a  former  Letter, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  had  raised  3  Companies,  at 
their  own  Expence,  of  Fortv  Men  each,  which,  I  suppose,  will  be 
ready  by  the  Time  proposed.  The  Law  does  not  allow  of  keeping 
the  Militia  out  longer  than  2  Months  at  one  Time,  nor  have  we  the 
Power  of  prolonging  it  on  any  Pretence  whatever.  As  to  bringing  their 
Arms,  it  will  generally  be  impracticable ;  we  must  endeavor  to  supply 
them  in  some  Way  or  other.  Your  Excelk  must  reocoUect,  that  in 
1776  &  1777,  when  the  Militia  were  discharged,  their  Arms  were 
ordered  to  be  left ;  they  have  never  been  replaced,  nor  have  the 
^People  had  an  Opp)^  to  prooure  new  ones — hence,  whenever  the 
Militia  are  called  upon  there  is  a  general  &  real  Difficulty  which  we 
«re  endeavoring  to  anpj^ly  as  fast  as  possible;  but  unfortunately  we 
have  to  combat  a  principle  of  Peculation  too  prevalent,  that  of  car* 
zying  off  the  Arms  when  furnished  by  the  publick,  a  Circumstance 
which  keeps  us  very  needy,  &  is  attended  with  many  bad  Consequences. 
I  should  mislead  your  Excell^  if  I  promised  a  Term  of  Service  longer 

*  The  da^  is  left  blanks  but  is  indorsed  the    24th,  and  is  probably  one 
df  the  two  referred  to  in  the  following  letter  of  Gen.  Washington  as  the  24th 
and  26th.    Bee  also  page  381. 
.   t  Not  Itand. 
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than  2  Months,  &  to  call  out  the  Militia  of  these  Frontier  Counties 
at  this  Time,  would  defeat  one  principal  Benefit  extended  them,  viz. : 
the  giving  them  an  Opp^^  ^o  sow  &  plant,  without  which  thej  must 
leave  their  Teams  for  Want  of  Bread;  be  the  Issue  of  the  Expedition 
ever  so  successful. 

We  perfectly  agree  with  your  Excelk  in  your  Opinion  of  Gen. 
Potter,  &  shall  most  cheerfully  put  the  Command  of  the  Troops  into 
his  Hands  from  every  Motive  of  Propriety  &  Confidence. 

I  am  obliged  to  your  Excells"  for  your  Communications  respecting 
Flour.  We  have  lately  been  applied  to  from  Bermudas  on  the  same 
Account ;  but  we  are  very  unwilling  to  listen  to  these  Applications 
'till  a  moral  Certainty  can  be  obtained  of  our  Compliance  not  endan* 
gering  the  Army. 

Gen.  Mcintosh  is  arrived  in  Town,  but  I  have  not  had  the  Plea8:ire 
of  seeing  him,  except  once  in  the  Street,  &  he  was  so  much  altered 
that  I  did  not  know  him  'till  he  was  past.  We  have  been  at  a  very 
great  Expence  in  sending  Stores  of  all  kinds  up  to  Fort  Pitt,  &  as 
that  Part  of  the  Plan  is  altered  which  seemed  to  require  a  Collector 
of  Troops  there,  I  hope  they  may  be  used  in  some  such  Way  as  to 
check  the  temporary  Ravages  of  the  Indians— At  least  affording 
Westmoreland  complete  Protection. 

I  lately  received  the  Letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  Copy,  from 
Gen.  Hand ;  if  the  M.ovement  takes  Place  in  the  time  ment'  in  your 
ExcleU"  Letter,  or  near  it,  our  Apprehensions  for  Northumberland 
will  be  removed ;  otherwise,  I  fully  understood  that  his  Detachment 
would  be  so  stationed  as  to  cover  Wyoming  &  that  Country,  nntill  an 
offensive  Movement  should  take  PlacO;  which  was  expected  to  offer 
the  most  effectual  Protection. 

No  State  has  suffered  so  much  upon  its  Frontiers  as  this  has,  ft 
if  the  Depredations  continue  this  Year,  the  present  interiour  Parts 
will  be  the  Frontier ;  and  as  we  have  so  great  a  Portion  of  the  Con- 
tinental Burthen,  both  in  Men  &  Service,  your  Excell^  will,  I  am 
sure,  think  with  us,  that  we  are  entitled  to  aproportionate  Attention. 
And  we  think  it  better  to  apprize  your  Exoell'  now,  that  if  anj 
Dissatisfaction  should  appear  afterwards,  the  Pennsylvania  Troops 
are  drawn  off  on  each  side,  especially  towards  New  York,  which  does 
so  little  for  itself,  &  the  Interval  exposed.  This  is  a  Sentiment, 
not  drawn  from  us  by  any  Doubt  or  Distrust  of  an  equal  Protection 
being  extended,  as  Times  and  Circumstances  will  admit,  but  by  the 
Uneasiness  expressed  this  Spring.  Nor  have  we  the  least  Idea  of 
retaining  Troops  as  stationary,  unless  the  proposed  Expedition  should 
be  laid  aside,  or  some  Accident  occasion  a  Division  of  the  Troops  &  a 
resuming  of  Stations,  in  which  Case  we  rely  fully  upon  your  Justice 
&  Judgment  to  dispose  them  so,  as  Times  &  Circumstances  will  admit, 
that  equal  Benefit  may  result  to  all,  &  Respect  be  had  to  the  Abilities 
&  Exertions  of  each  State  Exposed.  Since  writing  the  above,  Gen. 
Mcintosh  has  called  upon  me.  I  could  have  wished  to  have  had  a 
longer  Conversation  with  him|  but  his  Business  calling  him  out  of 
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Town  very  soon,  I  odIj  had  half  an  Hoar  of  his  Company.  I  hope 
he  will  be  able  to  give  your  Excell^  a  satisfaotory  Aco^  of  the  State 
of  Things  in  that  Quarter. 

I  am^  with  the  greatest 

Respect  &  Regard^ 
jy  Sir,  yonr  most 
Obed^  &  very 

Httbl.  Sert. 
JndofBemeMt. 

To  His  Excellency;  General  Washington,  April  24, 1779. 


Prbs't  Rbkd  to  McClknachah  and  Ixwis,  1779. 

In  Conncil; 

PhUadelphia,  April  26th,  1779. 
Genf, 

Inclosed  is  a  last  of  Stores  in  M'  Henrys  Care,  &  as  the  Disbnrse- 
ments  for  the  Ship  must  be  unaroidably  expensive,  we  request  yoH 
to  make  Use  of  what  Articles  we  already  have,  when  they  will  by 
any  Means  answer  our  Purpose. 

Tou  will  please  to  take  a  Copy  &  send  us  back  the  original. 

Council  last  Saturday  fixed  the  Pay  &  Privileges  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Ship  &  Marines,  (exclusive  of  the  Prise  Money)  which  they  can 
have  from  the  Sec^,  they  are  framed  upon  the  Scale  of  Allowance  to 
Continental  Officers  with  a  regard  to^the  depreciated  state  of  the  Cur- 
rency.* 

We  would  desire  you  to  recommend  a  2^  Lieutenant  to  the  Ship,f 
&  a  Master,  &  as  there  have  been  several  Officers  discharged  from 
the  service  of  the  State,  it  is  the  Desire  of  Council  that  a  Preference 
be  given  to  them  if  of  Abilities  Commodore  Haxelwood,  having 
been  their  superior  Officer^  may  probably  know  of  some  deserving 
Officers. 

We  should  be  glad  to  know  when  you  think  the  Ship  will  be 
ready  for  Sea. 

The  Captain  of  Marines  has  called  upon  us  for  recruiting  Instmctions 
&  Money,  the  Ship  Articles  &  the  Resolutions  of  the  Council  will  be 
necessary  for  him,  &  we  have  enclosed  some  further  Instructions. 
As  to  Money  for  the  Present  he  most  apply  to  youi  it  being  a  Part 
of  the  Ships  Disbursement. 

I  am^  Gent., 

your  obed.  H'ble  serv*. 

P.  S.  The  Officer  must  take  Commissions  under  the  seal  of  the 
State — ^Doetor  Hutchinson,  will  recommend  a  Surgeon. 

♦  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  767. 
t  Id.  768. 
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Gen.  Hand  to  P&bs.  Rbbd^  1779. 

Estherton,  26th  April^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  haye  been  honoured  by  the  rec*  of  your  Exc'ys  letter  of  the  21** 
Instant.  Yoor  Ex'oy  has  undoabtedly  Misapprehended  my  letter 
of  th&  16thy*  when  I  told  you  I  could  not  pay  a  particular  attention 
to  Sunbury  or  the  settlements  in  its  Vicinity.  I  apprehended  thut 
the  remoteness  of  Wyomine  &  Fort  Jenkins  might  cause  an  uneasi- 
ness in  the  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  nearer  Sunbury — ^at  that  time  I 
did  not  know  of  a  Post  being  established  at  Muncy,  &  even  that  is 
so  remote  that  I  dread  an  uneasiness  in  the  Breasts  of  the  People 
from  an  Idea  of  Neglect,  whioh  your  Bx'oy  can  best  remove  by 
holding  out  the  prospect  of  their  remaining  undisturbed  whilst  the 
above  mentioned  posts  are  occupied,  (as  there  is  certainly  no  inten- 
tion of  removing  them  at  present)  or  by  ordering  Militia  for  their 
Better  Security,  if  you  deem  it  necessary.  The  Troops  which  march'd 
from  Delaware  lately,  am^  to  832  Bank  &  File  fit  for  duty.  I  do  not 
yet  know  the  Number  on  the  Susquehanna  before  their  arrival. 

The  Post  at  Wyoming  is  now  strong,  &  it  is  intended  it  should 
continue  so.  The  strength  of  Muncy  or  Fort  Jenkins  I  dont  know, 
the  latter  being  immediately  covered  by  Wyoming,  is  I  believe, 
intended  merely  to  keep  open  the  Water  communication.  Should 
a  Post  be  Established  higher  than  Wyoming  I  think  it  will  add  to 
the  Security^of  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania,  &  particularly  North- 
ampton County,  which  is  at  present  as  much^ezposed  as  any  other  Part 
of  the  State.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Commander  in  Chief 
wishes  to  afford  every  degree  of  Security  to  the  Frontiers  consistent 
with  his  ultimate  views,  which  I  make  no  doubt  your  Excell^  is  ao- 
quainted  with — and  I  can  assure  you  I  am  influenced  by  the  same 
principles.  If  any  change  be  mad^  in  the  present  disposition  of  the 
Troops  under  my  Command  in  conformity  with  my  present  or  future 
Instructions,  shall  take  the  liberty  of  communicating  it  to  your  Exo^ 
— abo  any  other  oocurrence  worthy  your  attention. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

with  much  respect  your  Exc^* 

most  obed^  &  most  H'ble  serv*, 

EDW,  HAND. 

P.  S.  I  am  glad  your  Exe*"  has  consulted  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  as  thereby  every  doubt  or  misapprehension  wiU  be  removed. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Exc3^  Joseph  Beed,  Esq"",  President  of  the  Supreme  Bzeeaiif^ 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  321. 
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Gbo.  RBADiKa  TO  Prks't  Rbed,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

From  our  former  acquaintance  I  am  the  more  emboldened  to  make 
free  with  you.  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ult%  I  rec*  ^r  Coh  Jn« 
Shields.  I  accordingly  commnnicated  it  the  inhabitants  and  used 
my  best  inflaence  with  them  to  stand  their  Grovnd,  in  oonseqaence 
of  which  several  staid  here  which  otherwise  would  have  gon  in  hopea 
of  speedy  relief,  which  is  yet  delayed.  This  day  the  Enemy  made 
a  breach  upon  as,  killed  one  man,  taken  one  prisoner,  another  man 
missing,  two  families  living  some  distance  from  the  Fort,  not  known 
what  is  become  of  them,  we  not  having  men  sufficient  at  this  post 
to  send  oat,  being  reduced  to  a  very  few  inhabitants,  and  but  eight 
men  and  boys  as  a  guard  to  the  Fort.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  unless 
we  have  some  speedy  support  and  protection  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
abandon  this  important  Post,  several  of  the  inhabitants  being  entirely 
oat  of  bread,  must  goe  40  or  50  miles  for  what  is  got,  and  pay  a 
most  exorbitant  priiie  for.  We  dread  being  blocked  up  in  a  few 
days,  the  Bnemy  appearing  numerous,  and  of  course  our  creatures 
all  destroyed,  if  that  should  be  the  case  our  situation  will  be  most 
distressing,  our  case  is  not  agrivated  but  rather  mitigated. 
By  your  Excdleney's 

most  obed^  humble  servant, 

GEO.  KEADINQ. 

Fort  Ugonier^  April  26th,  1779. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Keed^  E8q^ 


Council  to  John  Mitchell,  1779, 

Sir, 

Major  Armstrong*  has  represented  that  the  workmen  at  the  forti- 
cations  on  the  river  Delaware,  under  his  direction  in  the  absence  of 
Co^  Bull,  have  occasion  for  the  use  of  a  pair  of  timber  wheels  for  a 
few  days.  I  am  ordered  by  the  Council  to  request  that  you  will 
please  to  furnish  him  with  one  on  his  applioation  for  it. 
I  am  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
Philadelphia,  April  27, 1779. 

Directed^ 

•    To  John  Mitchell,  Esq',  D.  Q.  M,  O. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  759. 
15* 
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Lt.  Saml.  Huntbb  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Fort  Augusta,  27th  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  27th  of  last  month,  and  the  14th  Inst.,*  with  a  sum 
of  money  I  Kec*,  and  likewise  the  appointments  of  Cap^  Mcllhatten, 
Lieu*"  Arthur  &  Dougherty,  for  Raiseing  a  Company  for  nine 
months.  Arthur  has  declined  serveing,  Captain  Mollhatten  t 
Dougherty  is  not  come  to  the  county,  so  that  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  will  serve  or  not,  hut  if  they  all  decline  serveing,  there  may  be 
otheri  found  in  the  County  may  answer  the  Ends  intended. 

I  am  Realy  sorry  to  inform  you  of  our  present  Disturbances ;  not 
a  day  but  there  is  some  of  the  Enemy  makes  their  appearances  on 
our  frontiers.  On  Sunday  last,  there  was  a  party  of  the  Savages 
attact'd  the  inhabitants  that  lived  near  Fort  Jenkins,  and  had  taken 
two  or  three  familys  prisoners,  but  the  Grarrison  being  aprais'd  of  it, 
about  thirty  men  turned  out  of  the  Fort  and  Rencued  the  Prisoners; 
the  Indians  Collecting  themselves  in  a  body,  drove  our  men  under 
Cover  of  the  fort,  with  the  loss  of  three  men  kill'd  &  four  Badly 
Wounded ;  they  burned  several  houses  near  the  Fort,  kill'd  Cattle, 
&  drove  off  a  number  of  Horses.  Yesterday,  there  was  another 
party  of  indians,  about  thirty  or  forty,  kill'd  and  took  seven  of  our 
Militia,  that  was  stationed  at  a  little  Fort  near  Muncy  hill,  call'd 
Fort  Freeland ;  there  was  two  or  three  of  the  inhabitants  taken 
prisoners ;  among  the  latter  is  James  McKnight,  Esq^  one  of  our 
Assemblymen ;  the  same  day  a  party  of  thirteen  of  the  inhabitants 
that  went  to  hunt  their  Horses,  about  four  or  five  miles  from  Fort 
Muncy  was  fired  uppon  by  a  large  party  of  Indians,  and  all  taken  or 
killed  Except  one  man.  Captain  Walker  of  the  Continental  troops, 
who  commands  at  that  post,  turned  out  with  thirty  four  men  to  the 
place  he  heard  the  fireing,  and  found  four  men  kill'd  and  scalped, 
and  supposes  they  Captured  y«  Remaind^  This  is  the  way  our 
Frontiers  is  harresed  by  a  cruel  Savage  Enemy,  so  that  they  cannot 
get  any  Spring  crops  in  to  induce  them  to  stay  in  the  County.  I 
am  afraid  in  a  very  short  time  we  shall  have  no  inhabitants  above 
this  place,  unless  when  General  Hand  arrives  here  he  may  order 
some  of  the  Troops  at  Wyoming  down  on  our  frontiers,  as  Coll. 
Hartley's  Regiment,  our  two  months  men,  and  what  Militia  we  can 
turn  out,  is  very  inadequate  to  Guard  our  County.  Suppose  the 
few  Yirtious  inhabitants  does  all  in  their  Power  to  mintain  their 
Ground,  yet  all  will  not  do  without  some  more  Assistance,  till  such 
times  as  y*  Espedition  is  Carry'd  on. 

I  am  certain  Every  thing  is  doin^  for  our  Relief,  but  is  afraid  it 
will  be  too  leat  for  this  County,  as  its  impossable  to  prevail  on  the 
inhabitants  to  make  a  stand,  uppon  account  of  their  Women  and 
Childer.    I  am  Reflected  uppon  Very  much  by  some  of  the  inhabit 

*  See  page  316. 
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tants  that  has  leatl j  anfered,  for  Aaanreing  them  of  Relief  very  aoon 
and  to  Eadeavour  to  stand  untill  saoh  times  as  the  Expedition  was 
Garrj'd  on  against  the  Indian  Towns.  Our  ease  is  Really  deplora- 
ble and  alarming,  as  we  are  surroonded  by  a  Cruel  savage  Enimy  at 
this  present  time,  and  Our  County  on  y*  Eve  of  breaking  up,  as  I 
am  informed  at  the  time  I  am  writeihg  this,  by  two  or  three  Ex- 
presses that  there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  but/Disolation,  fire  &  smoak, 
as  the  inhabitants  is  Collected  at  particular  places,  the  Enimy  burns 
all  their  Houses  that  they  have  evacuated. 

I  would  b^  leave  to  inform  you  we  are  at  a  loss  for  medicines  in 
thb  County,  for  our  poor  Wounded  men,  and  Doctor  Benjamin  Ali- 
son, who  has  always  attended  the  Militia  of  this  County,  boath  in 
the  Camp  &  here,  bis  Medicen  is  Consumed  that  he  had  of  his  own, 
and  I  am  certain  he  never  has  been  allowed  any  thing  but  his  pay 
as  Surgeon ;  he  has  leatly  lost  his  ease  of  Surgeons  instruments,  and 
there  is  none  in  this  County ;  this  I  ^ke  mention  of,  as  J  do  not 
know  where  to  apply. 

I  am,  S%  your  most  Obed* 
'  Hurnb*  ServS 

SAML.  HUNTER,  Lieu*  N.  C. 

P.  S. — as  for  further  partioular  news,  I  Refer  you  to  the  Beaior 
hereof,  Mr.  James  Hepburn. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
'  Executive  CouncU,  Philadelphia. 


Prbs'i  Bbbd  to  P&es't  of  OoNeaBSS,  1779. 

To  Hn'ble  John  Jay,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 

In  Council,  Philad»,  April  27, 1779. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  great  Concern  that  this  Board  has  been  informed  thro' 
the  Delegates  of  the  State  that  the  Transactions  respecting  Gen^ 
Arnold  are  likely  again  to  become  the  Subject  of  Discussions  between 
Congress  &  the  Authority  of  the  State.  We  had  flattered  ourselves 
that  such  Explanations  had  been  made,  &  such  perfect  Under- 
standing subsisted  as  effectually  relieved  your  Hon*  House  from  all 
future  Trouble,  &  that  no  further  Duty  remained  to  this  Board  but 
to  transmit  to  the  military  Court  the  Evidence  upon  those  Articles 
which  Congress  had  selected  from  our  Resolves  as  proper  Objects 
of  Inquiry.  As  we  shall  cautiously  avoid  disturbing  Congress  with 
future  Complaints,  we  trust  we  shall  stand  excused  if  we  waste  a 

*  See  GoL  Beo.,  ToL  XJ.,  p.  76«. 
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few  Moments  of  your  Time  in  eteting  the  Faets  aeoompanying  tbe 
I^roceedinga  of  tbe  late  Goafereooe,  our  Sense  of  tbe  Transaetion,  k 
the  Goneeqnenees  which  we  apprehend  will  follow  a  Deviation  from 
the  Plan  then  apparently  agreeable  to  alL 

At  the  Conferenee  held  by  tbe  Committee  of  Oongreas  ft  the 
joint  Oottmittee  of  the  Oouncii  &  Assembly  diverse  Instanees  were 
addaoed  to  support  the  Representation  made  to  Congress  by  the 
Council  k  Assembly  on  the  Inst,  to  none  of  these  any  Answer 
was  attempted  to  be  given,  save  in  the  Affair  of  Gen'  Arnold.  How 
fhr  that  was  satisfaotory  every  one  will  jndge  as  he  was  affected  by 
the  Reasonings  ft  Observations  offered — we  shall  only  permit  ou^ 
selves  to  suggest  that  no  Change  of  Sentiment  was  expressed  in  Con* 
Beqnenee.  In  this  View  of  Things  the  joint  Committee  &(  Gooocil 
ft  Assembly  proposed  tbe  Resolntions  which  have  been  sinos 
adopted  without  any  Variation,  ezoept  in  tiiat  respecting  Geo. 
Arnold,  hj  which  3  Articles  were  selected  as  not  proper  for  the 
Discussion  of  a  military  Court.  These  Propositions  were  ohearfdily 
received  by  the  Committee  of  your  Hon*  House,  as  forming  a  just 
ft  reasonable  Ground  of  Accommodation,  ft  all  former  Proceedings 
were  considered  as  absorbed  ft  dissolved  in  tbe  subsequent.  Oar 
Anxiety  to  manifest  a  healing,*  conciliating  Spirit  induced  us  to 
'submit  to  the  Alterations  made  by  Congress,  tho^  the  Propoaiiion 
was  thereby  less  acceptable,  but  ever  cloathed  with  a  perfect  Dndei^ 
standing  that  farther  Discussions  were  to  cease  in  both  Bodies. 

With  this  Temper  &  View  of  the  Subject  the  joint  Committee  was 
about  to  adopt  the  Resolves  on  their  Part,  when  it  was  su^ested 
that  these  Alterations  at  least  left  a  Foundation  for  farther  Discaih 
sion,  which  it  would  be  best  at  all  Events  to  remove,  upon  which 
4  members  from  the  joint  Committee  waited  on  the  Committee  of 
Congress  ft  received  from  their  Mouths  a  full  ft  explicit  assurance, 
that  the-proeeedings  of  the  former  Committee  were  deemed  ft  unde^ 
stood  by  Congress  to  be  wholly  superseded  by  the  last  Report,  ft  no 
farther  Regard  would  be  had  thereto.  Satisfied  with  this  Declare 
tion,  the  joint  Committee  proceeded  to  close  the  Business  on  their 
Part.  For  tbe  Truth  of  their  Representation  we  beg  Leave  ts 
appeal  to  the  honourable  Members  of  that  Committee.  From  all 
which,  speaking  for  ourselves  ft  for  the  House  of  Assembly,  we  are 
justified  in  declaring  that  in  this  View  ft  Understanding  we  adopted 
the  Resolutions  proposed,  ft  transmitted  them  to  your  Hon.  House, 
not  contemplating  in  tbe  most  distant  Manner  a  Revival  of  tbe 
Report,  or  any  Part  of  it,  so  utterly  repugnant  to  our  Ideas  of 
Justice  &  Propriety.  Had  it  been  the  sense  of  your  Hon.  Body  to 
adopt  sentiments  so  derogatory  to  the  Interests  ft  Reputation  of  the. 
Executive  Council,  we  could  have  wished  it  had  been  openly  & 
freely  expressed ;  as  we  should  then  have  been  certainly  excused 
from  those  Professions  of  Confidence,  Veneration  ft  Respect  which 
must  now  give  additional  Force  to  any  Imputation  which  may  fall 
upon  us.    These  sentiments  we  yet  eotertain  fts  must  entertain  while 
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we  hope  and  believe  thai  tho'  IVuth,  Sincerity  &  Honour  were 
banished  from  all  other  Assemblies  on  Earth,  they  would  be  found 
witbin  the  Walls  of  Congress.  And  we  trust  that  our  bonest  but 
veepeotful  Fraedom  will  not  be  displeasiug  when  we  assure  you  that 
we  forsee  the  moat  dangerous  &  disagreeable  Consequences  flowing 
from  snob  a  Procedure.  Departing  Friendship  &  Union  seemed  to 
be  restored  by  this  happy  Ooinoidence  of  Sentim^,  &  the  common 
Bnemy  confounded  with  the  Prospect;  but  will  any  one  acquainted 
with  humau  Nature  say  a  second  Breach  oan  be  thus  easily  closed| 
or  what  ratiooal  Hope  oan  be  formed  of  future  Concord  if  the 
Sands  of  Trast  &  Confidence  are  thus  burst  asunder.  The  Freemen 
of  Penneylvania  hare  dearly  expressed  their  Opinion  on  this  Oocasioni 
to  ia  that  Opinion  so  light  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
People  as  to  be  borne  down  by  mere  Sentiments  of  Pity  &  Tender- 
ness. — For  in  Point  of  Justice  &  Propriety  we  can  never  relinquish 
ovr  Right  as  a  publiok  Body  to  express  our  Opinion  of  publick  Men 
A  Measures,  accountable  only  to  God  to  our  Constituents  for  the 
proper  to  regular  Exercise  <^  it.  And  we  cannot  help  expressing 
some  surprise  tbat  a  Right  so  frequently  exercised  in  free  Countries 
against  wicked  to  oppressive  Officers,  and  more  especially  in  these 
States  when  Colonies  of  Great  Brittatn,  &  which  affords  so  salutary 
a  Check  to  Abuses  of  Power^  should  be  deem'd  by  any  repugnant 
to  Justice  Of  the  Interests  of  Society. — ^When  ex^cised  by  the 
atom  Patriots  of  America  npon  a  Bernard,  a  Hutchinson,  an  Olivcfi 
a  MoDtagoe^  or  a  Bummore,  the  faithful  Historian  records  the  Fact% 
but  who  can  find  a  Censure  upon  the  Procedure?  Nor  can  we 
forbear  reminding  your  Hon*  Body  that  the  civil  Authority  of  every 
State  is  deeply  interested  in  the  Mode  of  Decision  adopted  on  this 
Occasion.  For  the  supreme  Authority  of  a  State  to  submit  in  Silence 
•to  lasoltaik  Injuries,  or  be  obliged  to  to  follow  the  Camp  for  Redress 
at  whatever  Distance  or  whatever  Inconvenience!  is  the  alternative 
to  which  dvil  Government  is  thua  reduced.  We  beg  leave  to  ask 
liew  are  unwilling  Witnesses  to  be  compelled,  or  distant  ones 
sadaced  to  attend — who  is  to  support  the  Expence  of  thus 
(detaining  Justice  when  the  Army  is  far  removed — or  what 
ProbaUlity  is  there  in  such  cases  that  Tryals  will  prove  more  than 
mere  Formalities,  which  will  serve  to  confirm  &  encourage  Guilt. 
Would  your  Hon*  Body  wish  to  see  the  several  Govemours,  Councils 
to  Assemblies  cf  the  States  in  Union  travelling  from  one  Part  of  this 
vast  Continent  to  another  to  attend  Court  Martials,  subjected  to  all 
the  Dangers  &  Diseases  of  a  Gamp,  to  their  Duties  at  Home 
neglected  ?  Or  does  any  one  acquainted  with  military  Men 
suppose  they  will  view  with  Anxiety  or  punish  with  severity  Insults 
to  Indigillities  ofiercd  by  themselves  to  civil  Magistrates.  Our  own  . 
Experience  to  the  History  of  Mankind  shows  the  Reverse.  But  it 
may  be  asked  how  will  Justice  be  done  the  Individual  ?  we  answer 
the  Practice  of  Mankind  points  out  the  Way.  When  any  publick 
Body  or  individual  seeks  to  inflict  military  Punishment  they  submit 
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to  tbe  Fonns  of  military  Law,  k  yield  to  the  Inoonveiiienciefl,  be 
what  they  may.  But  when  no  each  Panisbment  is  sought  or  Com- 
plaint made  to  enpreme  Authority,  when  a  bare  Opinion  ie  promul- 
gited  to  tbe  World,  with  what  Jnstiee  or  Propriety  can  any 
nperior  Power  eompel  a  Proeecntion  under  eyery  degrading  k 
injurious  Inconvenienoe,  or  stop  the  Voice  of  just  k  publiok  Cen- 
sure. Tet  such  is  our  Case,  &  suoh  must  be  the  Case  of  every 
State  in  the  Union  if  insulted  k  oppressed  it  manifests  its  sense  of 
the  Oppression,  &  the  Delinquent  aydliag  himself  of  Times  and 
Circumstances  can  force  the  empty  Exhibition  of  a  mock  Trjral.-- 
We  offer  these  Observations  not  as  sugi^sting  any  Alteration  in  the 
Mode  proposed  in  the  present  Case.  We  have  the  Proof  we  think 
necessary,  &  in  a  reasonable  Time  will  exhibit  it-— on  the  Points 
your  Resolution  suggests.  But  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  we 
never  intend  to  make  any  Court  Martial  on  Berth  Judges  between 
US  &  military  Officers  but  when  we  seek  the  Infliction  of  military 
Punishment.  If  it  is  our  Misfortune  again  to  meet  with  Insnlt  k 
Indignities  from  military  Characters  we  shall  never  make  them  j* 
subject  of  Discussion  in  a  Court  Martial,  if  we  are  not  competent 
to  our  own  Vindication  we  will  endeavour  to  bear  them  patiently. 
We  trust  we  have  not  expressed  dentiments  capable  of  giving 
Offence  to  any ;  they  are  extorted  from  us  by  a  melancholy  Prospect 
of  perpetuated  Disunion  between  this  k  the  other  United  States,  if 
the  late  Resolves  do  not  speak  the  genuine  Sense  of  Congress- 
there  wc  were  assured  that  Congress  deeply  regretted  every  Event 
which  had  a  Tendency  to  lessen  the  Affection  k  Harmony  which 
ought  to  subsist  between  us. — ^We  coofesss  ourselves  anxious  to 
preserve  k  perpetuate  them,  &  shall  endeavour  to  manifest  this 
Temper  on  all  Occasions ;  but  if  the  Reputation  of  tbe  Authority 
of  the  State  k  the  Honour  of  our  Government  must  be  sacrificed  to 
any  Thing  loss  than  the  essential  Interests  of  America  we  must 
make  the  reluctant  Struggle,  submitting  to  the  impartial  World,  k 
particularly  the  wise  k  good  in  our  Sister  States,  that  as  we  did  not 
seek  an  Interruption  of  Harmony  we  have  omitted  nothing  to  restore 
it — that  we  deprecate  it  as  an  Evil  k  lament  it  as  a  misfortone. 
With  these  sentiments  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  in  Behalf  of 
the  Council; 

Sir,  Your  most  obed. 

k  very  Hbble  Serv*.* 

♦  See  Col.  Rco.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  769. 
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Gbn'l  Washington  to  Pbes.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Head  Q~,  Middle  Brook, 

27  April,  1779. 
Sir, 

In  a  line  of  jesterday,  as  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  detain  the 
express  &  delay  the  notice  then  given  till  I  could  prepare  a  more 
explicit  answer,  I  only  briefly  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  two 
letters  in  Council  of  the  24th  and  25th  ins*,  to  which  I  should  have 
added  that  of  the  26th. — I  am  now  to  enter  into  a  particular  oon- 
uderation  of  their  contents,  and  to  offer  such  explanation  as  may 
seem  necessary,  to  satisfy  any  doubts  which  the  honorable  the 
Council  may  entertain  on  the  subjects  they  respectively  discuss. 

The  first  relates  wholly  to  the  trial  of  May  Qeu}  Arnold. — It  is 
with  concern  I  observe  that  the  Council  appear  to  have  miscon- 
ceived the  intention  of  the  notification  contained  in  my  letter  of 
the  20th'*' — and  to  imagine  that  I  had  taken  the  matter  in  a  different 
point  of  view  from  that  in  w""^  it  is  considered  by  Congress  and  by 
themselves; — placing  them  in  the  licht  of  a  party  in  the  prosecu- 
tion.— ^I  flatter  myself  on  a  revisal  of  my  letter  on  the  resolve  of 
Congress  on  which  it  is  founded  this  opinion  will  be  readily  re- 
tracted.— The  resolve  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy,  directs  me 
to  appoint  '^  a  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  General  Arnold,  on  the 
''  first  second  third  and  fifth  articles  contained  in  the  resolves  of  the 
'<  executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  &  to  notify  them  of  it  with  a 
<^  request  that  they  would  furnish  the  evidence  to  the  Court.'^  My 
letter  was  intended  as  a  simple  compliance  with  this  order,  and 
accordingly  informs  that  I  had  directed  a  court  to  be  held  at  this 
place  on  the  first  of  May  next,  for  the  trial  of  Maj'  Gen^  Arnold, 
on  the  I*'  2'  3'  &  5^^  charges  exhibited  against  him  by  the  Council| 
requesting  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  court  at  the 
appointea  time  with  the  proper  evidence  in  support  of  the  charges. 
The  terms  of  this  letter  were  such  as,  in  common  speaking,  naturally 
presented  themselves  to  express  what  was  intended ;  because  the 
charges  there  said  to  be  exhibited  by  the  Council,  though  in  their 
present  form,  they  are  instituted  by  the  authority  of  Congress 
originated  in  the  resolves  of  Council,  of  which  they  compose  a  part. 
But  if  they  contain  any  ambiguity,  or  seem  to  imply  more  than 
those  of  the  resolve,  it  is  entirely  to  be  ascribed  to  inadvertency  and 
to  a  want  of  precbion. — ^It  will  easily  be  seen  that  they  could  not 
be  meant  to  convey  the  idea  supposed,  when  it  is  recollected  to  be 
a  fundamental  maxim  in  our  Military  trials,  that  the  Judge  advo- 
cate prosecutes  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States. — 
But,  as  it  is  customary  and  reasonable,  for  those  who  exhibit  infor- 
mation on  which  charges  are  founded  to  produce  or  point  out  the 

*  See  page  827. 
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witaeflses  necesBarj  to  support  them,  and  enable  public  jutioe  to 
operate;  ^n  this  priaoiple,  I  presume  GongroiS  directed  the  notifi- 
cation which  has  been  made ;  and  in  the  same  spirit,  it  was  my 
intention  to  convey  it. — ^Farther  than  thisi  I  had  no  idea  of  oonsid- 
ering  the  Council  as  a  party. 

My  motives  for  appointing  the  trial  to  take  place  at  so  short  a 
period  were  these. — ^The  season  is  fast  advancing  when  we  shall  be 
under  a  necessity  of  taking  the  field ;  and  as  it  is  at  most  times  very 
inconvenient  (in  the  present  state  of  the  armj  impracticable)  to 
spare  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  of  high  rank  to  compose  a 
Court  at  a  distance  from  Camp,  and  almost  equally  so  to  be 
carrying  on  a  long  and  perhaps  complicated  trial  in  the  midst  of  the 
operations  of  a  campaign,  it  was  my  wish  to  bring  it  on  at  once,  in 
hopes  it  might  be  concluded  before  they  began. — This  was  one 
reason,  and  to  me  a  weighty  one. — another  was,  that  General 
Arnold  had  written  to  me  in  a  very  pressing  manner,  requestiug  the 
trial  might  commence  as  soon  as  possible. — Uninformed  of  the 
particular  circumstances  which  might  require  delay,  &  considering 
it  as  my  duty  to  accelerate  the  execution  of  justice  as  well  to  the 
public  in  case  of  real  guilt  as  to  the  individual  if  innocent ;  I  could 
have  no  objection  to  complying  with  his  request. — As  the  t^air  had 
been  a  considerable  time  in  agitation,  &  I  took  it  for  granted  the 
Council  were  acquainted  with  the  order  of  Congress  for  appointing 
a  Court. — ^I  concluded  the  witnesses  would  bo  prepared,  and  that 
little  time  was  necessary  to  collect  them.  The  remoteness  of  the 
persons  alluded  to — I  could  not  foresee.— -The  affiiir  of  the  two 
officers  is  entirely  new  to  me — nor  did  it  ever  occur  to  my  mind  as 
probable,  that  the  Gentlemen,  whom  I  coojecture  to  be  hinted  at, 
were  intended  to  be  summoned  as  witnesses  on  the  side  of  the 
prosecution. — 

I  can  assure  the  Council,  with  the  greatest  truth,  that  ^<  substan* 
*'  tial  justice  not  a  mere  formality  will  nndoubtedly  be  my  object 
**  on  this  occasion.''  I  shall  endeavour  to  act  and  I  wish  to  be 
considered,  merely  as  a  public  executive  officer  idike  unbiassed  by 
personal  favour  or  resentment,  and  having  no  other  end  in  view 
than  a  faithful^  ingenuous  discharge  of  his  duty. — ^To  obviato  the 
remotest  appearance  of  a  different  disposition,  as  well  as  to  give 
the  freest  operation  to  truth — I  have  determined  to  defer  the  trial 
till  the  1st  of  June  if  it  is  thought  the  most  material  witnesses 
can  be  produced  by  that  time,  or  till  the  1st  of  July,  if  it  is  deemed 
necessary  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  two  officers  from  Carolina.  I 
am  therefore  to  request  of  the  Council  information  on  this  head,  and 
that  they  will  be  pleased  to  point  out  without  delay  the  persons  who 
are  to  be  called  upon  as  witnesses  in  the  affair. — Where  mjtfuthority 
will  produce  their  attendance,  it  is  my  duty  to  exercise  it — where  I 
have  no  right  to  order,  I  can  only  request ;  but  where  any  citiiens 
of  the  State  of  Pensylvania  are  concerned,  I  doubt  not  the  Council 
will  employ  its  influence  and  anthority  to  induce  their  appearance. 
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A0io  Ae  offioen  who  msy  oompose  (be  Ootirt  Martial,  I  tnut  the 
jeftpectabiliiy  of  their  characters  will  pat  their  honcHr  and  imparti- 
ality out  of  the  reach  of  auspicioD. — 

The  expence  of  witneaaes,  as  the  proaeontion  is  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  I  take  it  for  granted  wUl  be  borne  by  them — Whether 
it  will  be  posaible  for  the  court  to  sit  at  or  near  Philadelphia  depends 
upon  oircumstanees  which  cannot  now  be  fore8ee&--at  this  time  it 
ooold  not  by  any  means  be  done,  if  it  can  be  dome  hereafter,  without 
prejudice  to  the  servioe,  it  will  be  very  agKeable  to  me.^The 
mode  of  conducting  the  trial  will  be  strictly  conformable  to  the 
orders  of  Gooereas,  and  to  the  sentiments  I  hare  now  expressed ; 
snd  I  hope  will  not  be  thought  in  any  degree  to  deviate  from  the 
respect  due  to  the  Gonncil. 

'  It  gives  me  much  pain  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  26th,  that 
there  is  not  a  better  prospect  of  aid  from  the  militia  of  your  state 
in  the  intended  Indian  expedition.*-The  drawing  out  the  militia 
into  service  will .  no  doubt  interfere  with  the  culture  of  the  kinds, 
faad  it  were  to  be  wished  it  could  be  avoided.  But  the  reduced 
state  of  our  Regiments  and  the  little  apparent  probability  of  augw 
menting  Ihem  will  not  allow  me  to  prosecute  a  yigoroos  oienaive 
(Operation  to  the  WAstward,  wholly  with  Oontinental  Troops,  without 
lireakening  the  main  aimy  so  much  as  to  put  every  thing  to  Uie 
hasard  this  way.^-Influenced  by  considerations  of  this  nature  I  applied 
to  your  state  for  six  hundred  men — to  New  York  for  an  indeterminate 
number  (to  be  employed  on  the  frontier  also)  which  has  voted 
1000, — and  to  New  Jersey  to  replace  as  far  as  was  thought  proper 
the  Continental  Troops  now  stationed  on  the  ooast  which  will  of 
necesaty  be  withdrawn.' — If  these  implications  have  not  the  desired 
effect,  bad  as  the  consequences  may  be,  I  can  only  wish  what  I  am 
unable  to  aooomplbh  ajid  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
prevent. — 

Notwithstanding  the  oantious  terms  in  which  the  idea  is  conveyed, 
I  beg  leave  to  express  my  sensibility  to  the  suggestion  eontained| 
not  only  in  your  letter  of  the  25th,  but  in  a  former  one  of  the  , 
that  the  frontier  of  Pennsylvania  is  left  unguarded  am)  exposed, 
while  that  of  some  other  States  is  covered  and  protected. — Nor  can 
I  be  leas  affected  by  the  manner  of  the  application  for  stationary 
Troops,  in  case  the  proposed  expedition  should  be  laid  aside ; — an 
event  which  I  could  hardly  have  thought  supposeable.— I  am  not 
conscious  of  the  least  partiality  to  one  state,  or  neglect  of  another. 
— ^If  any  one  have  cause  to  oomplain  of  the  latter  it  is  Viiiginia, 
whose  wide  extended  frontier  has  had  no  cover  but  from  lIVoops 
more  immediately  beneficial  to  the  South*westem  parts  of  PensyU 
vanta ;  which  besodes  this  has  had  its  Northern  frontier  covered  by 
Spencer's,  Pulaski's,  and  Ormand's  Gorps-^its  middle  by  Hartley's 
end  some  independent  Compaiues. — ^That  these  Troops  were  unequal 
to  the  task  is  not  to  be  denied — nor  that  a  greater  number  was 
•exit  at  thfi  obeeof  last  campaign  to  the  western  frontier  of  New 
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York.-^But,  for  tbe  first  the  scanttDess  of  oar  means  is  t  saffident 
reason.  If  the  abilities  and  resources  of  the  States  cannot  famish 
a  more  competent  force,  assailable  as  we  are  on  all  sides,  they  will 
snrely  be  more  just  than  to  expect  from  the  army,  protection  at 
every  point. — As  to  the  last,  these  troops  were  not  sent  to  be 
stationary. — The  repeated  ace**  transmitted  by  Congress  and  received 
from  other  quarters  of  the  ravages  actually  committed,  and  the  still 
greater  threatned  upon  the  western  frontier  of  that  state,  occasioned 
by  so  considerable  a  detachment,  with  a  view  to  some  offensive  opera- 
tions in  the  winter.— But  these  through  unforseen  impediments  we 
were  obliged  to  lay  aside— all  these  troops,  except  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Schuyler,  are  now  destined  for  the  Indian  expedition,  and  are 
preparing  for  it. — I  have  been  thus  particular  from  a  scrupatooa 
desire  to  show,  that  no  part  of  my  conduct  indicates  a  predilection  to 
one  state  more  than  to' another;  but  that,  as  far  as  the  means  in 
my  hands  will  extend,  I  aim  equally  at  the  security  and  wel£sre  of 
all. — This  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  vigorous  exertions;  and  in 
the  present  case,  these  must  depend  on  the  aid  which  the  States 
most  interested  will  give. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  difficulty,  that  occurs  on  the  score  df  arms  for 
the  militia. — Unfortunately  the  continental  arsenals  from  the  retams 
I  have  seen  are  so  empty,  that  if  a  part  were  to  be  spared  from  ^em, 
there  would  not  remain  a  sufficiency  for  the  few  reoruitB  we  may  ex- 
pect to  receive. 

Tbe  hurry  in  which  I  am  often  obliged  to  write  letters  will  some- 
times not  allow  them  to  be  as  full  and  explicit  as  might  wished  — 
But  besides  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  last  for  relinquishing  the 
idea  of  a  co-oporation  from  Fort  Pitt,  according  to  the  original 
Plan^-the  uncertainty  of  timing  it  well  and  a  want  of  sufficient 
information  of  the  country,  through  which  they  w^  have  to  pass— 
I  might  have  added  another,  which  had  no  small  influence  in  dhe 
determination. — I  found  by  my  ace*  from  that  quarter,  that  the 
removal  of  these  Troops,  would  not  only  uncover  the  part  of  the 
Country  where  they  now  are,  but  add  confidence  to  the  western 
Indians,  already  too  much  inclined  to  hostility,  &  expose  our  affiiirs 
there  to  the  most  disagreeable  consequences.-* 

General  hand  is  only  gone  forward  as  an  advanced  Corps  to 
establish  Posts,  form  magazines  and  prepare  the  way  for  Troo^  that 
will  follow. — this  explains  his  letter. — 

If  the  Militia  cannot  be  had  for  a  longer  iena  than  two  months, 
they  must  be  posted  on  the  communication  between  Sunbury  &  the 
operating  Troops,  &  be  relieved  by  others,  at  the  expiration  of  their 
term  of  service. — Upon  the  whole,  it  will  make  a  most  essential 
difference  in  our  measures  whether  the  aid  of  militia  which  I  have 
requested,  be  furnished  or  not;  and  I  cannot  forbear  expressing,  in 
the  most  urgent  manner,  my  wish,  that  the  state  may  find  it  praoti- 
cable  to  comply. — 

The  Goanfiil  are  pleased  to  intimate  an  appUcation  from  Bermndtf 
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for  a  supply  of  flour — I  am  glad  to  find  they  do  not  seem  disposed 
to  comply  with  it. — in  my  opinion  it  can  not  be  done  without 
aerioas  injury  to  the  service. — not  only  we  appear  to  want  all  that 
article  wbieh  the  country  can  spare  for  our  own  use  but  by  with- 
holding it  from  the  enemy,  we  shall  distress  their  privateers,  which 
are  the  bane  of  our  commerce  not  a  little. — ^this  I  have  reason  to 
believe  from  the  best  authority  has  already  happened  from  the 
embargo's  which  have  been  laid  upon  that  article  -,  and  it  would 
bardly  be  politic  to  remove  the  difficulty. — no  doubt  a  great  part 
of  what  might  be  furnished  would  be  applied  in  this  way — Besides 
these  considerations;  by  with-holdiog  a  supply^  we  throw  many 
additional  mouths  upon  the  Enemy^s  magazines,  and  increase  pro- 
portionably  their  distress — they  will  not — they  cannot  let  their  people 
starve. — 

With  great  esteem  Sc  respect 
I  am  Sir^ 

y  most  Obed*  H  Serv* 

Q»  WASHINGTON.* 
IHrededy 

His  ExcelU  Jos*  Reed,  Esq',  Presid'  Pens*. 


General  St.  Clair  to  President  Bbbd,  1779. 

Millstone,  April  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  must  take  the  Liberty  to  mention  to  you  once  more  the  subject 
of  the  recruiting  Aceounts,  the  Uneasiness  of  the  Soldiers,  on  account 
of  their  Bountys  not  ha^^ing  been  paid  them,  is  very  great,  and 
Desertion  becomes  frequent.  I  believe  chiefly  owing  to  that  Cause. 
I  beg,  Sir,  that  some  Method  may  be  fallen  upon  to  remove  it.  I  do, 
indeed,  suspect  that  part  of  the  Money  is  in  the  Hands  of  the  Officers, 
but  no  steps  can  be  taken  to  draw  it  out  until  a  Settlement  is  made, 
as  they  all  make  the  Pretence  that  they  could  not  receive  the  Neces- 
aary  Sums  to  pay  the  Bountys  up.  If  the  Council  do  not  think 
proper  to  transmit  the  Accounts  to  Camp  (where  they  could  be  well 
settled  by  a  Board  of  Field  Officers)  I  wish  a  Sum  of  Money  might 
be  sent  at  all  Events,  to  make  the  Men  easy,  and  the  officers  must 

*  This  letter  which  occupies  ten  Aill  pages  of  foolscap,  is  entirely  the 
Generars  own  manatscript —  and  (with  the  exception  of  a  short  letter  of  a 
BubBequent  period)  is,  we  belieye,  the  only  entire  letter  written  by  himself 
that  we  have  found.  This  is  in  a  remarkably  fair  hand,  and  throughout 
the  whole  there  occurs  but  a  single  interlineation  ^which  is  italicized  in  the 
5th  line)  and  not  an  erasure  of  one  word.  This  interesting  document, 
from  firequent  examination  by  the  cniions  was  nearly  torn  in  pieces. 
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go  to  Philadolphia,  hui  that  will  bo  attended  witk  an  ExpeiMe  they 
cannot  well  bear. 

I  did  myself  the  Honour  to  write  to  yo«  some  Time  ago  about 
the  Reoruiting,  but  hare  not  yet  had  any  Answer.  The  time  limited 
for  the  Return  of  Officers  on  furlough  is  at  hand,  and  we  shall  then 
be  able  to  spare  some  for  that  Serrice,  if  it  is  thought  advisable  te 
aend  them  into  the  Country. 

I  have  enclosqd  ap  Aot  of  the  Justieet  of  Northnmberland^  ineoa« 
sequence  of  which  they  discharged  a  Man  n^o  was  apprehend  as  a 
Deserter.  It  appears  to  me  this  was  a  Matter  with  which  they  had 
no  BusinesSi  and  they  had  no  manner  of  Evidenoe  but  the  Maa'i 
own  Oath.  If  such  Methods  are  taken  by  the  Magiattates  it  is  ia 
vain  to  send  after  Deserters.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  can  he  doM 
or  not,  if  it  oan^  legally,  they  should  be  ordered  to  send  the  Man  on 
to  Camp,  where  his  allegations  would  be  tried  before  a  Court  Martial. 
In  the  Goal  of  the  same  County,  Alexander  Craig,  a  Soldier  in  the 
3d  Regiment,  who  has  been  punished  for  Felony,  is  detained  for  the 
Fine.  Will  your  Ezoellenoy  be  pleased  to  give  Order  for  his  Dis- 
mission t 

I  conmtulato  your  Excellency  upon  the  Sucoess  of  ow  litde 
Fleet.  It  is  a  most  fortunate  stroke,  as  it  must  disapoint  the  Eaemy 
a  good  deal,  particularly  in  equipping  a  Corps  of  Horse,  and  will 
raise  a  Spirit  that  will  lead  to  greater  and  more  decisive  Aetion. 
The  Ennemy's  Fleet  on  the  Southern  Coast  is  absolutely  in  their 
Power.  Should  that  h\l  into  their  Hands  the  Conquest  of  Qeorgia 
would  vanish  like  the  Dreams  of  the  M<Nming. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient. 
Humble  Servant^ 

A'.  Sx^  CLAIR.* 
IHrectedj 

Public  Service. 

Hie  Excellenoyi  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Preaident  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Eec.»  Vol.  XI.  p.  762. 
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Wm.  McClay  to  Council,  1779. 

Sunburj,  April  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

As  a  Multitude  of  Letters  will  pour  in  upon  you  by  this  EzpresSi 
I  shall  not  enter  into  particulars^  respecting  the  miserable  situation 
of  this  County;  let  it  suffice  to  say  that  almost  every  Hour  for  Thre^ 
days  past,  we  have  had  fresh  alarms  of  the  Enemy.  Massacres  and 
Depredations  have  been  committed  at  Wioming,  Fort  Jenkins, 
Fishing  Creek,  Freeland's  Mill,  Fort  Muncy  and  Loyal  Sock,  almost 
ftt  €06  and  the  same  Time.  We  expect  every  moment  to  bear  of 
their  neaiter  approach.  The  whole  Force  of  the  Six  Nations  seems 
to  be  poured  down  upon  Us.  How  long  we  will  be  able  to  bear  up 
under  such  complicated  and  Severe  attacks,  God  only  knows.  I 
much  fear  that  Uie  spring  Crops  will  be  lost,  so  That,  in  all  proba- 
bility, want  of  bread  will  be  added  to  our  other  Calamities.  The 
Gkmeral  Cry  up  here  is  for  more  Men  to  protect  the  Inhabitants ;  I, 
however,  believe  the  most  effectual  way  of  taking  off  the  Indians 
will  be  to  carry  an  Expedition  immediately  into  their  Country. 
General  Washingten's  whole  Army  would  not  effectually  secure  our 
extended  and  thinly  settled  Frontier. 

I  have  sustained  some  Ridicule  for  a  Scheme  which  I  have  long 
recommended.  Viz.,  that  of  hunting  the  Scalping  Parties  of  Indians 
with  Horsemen  &  Dogs.  The  iminent  Services  which  Dogs  have 
rendered  to  our  People  in  some  late  instances,  seem  to  open  People's 
Eyes  to  a  Method  of  this  kind.  We  know  that  Dogs  will  follow 
them,  that  they  will  discover  them  and  even  seize  them,  when 
hunted  on  by  their  Masters. 

History  informs  us  That  it  was  in  this  Manner  That  the  Indianq 
were  extirpated  out  of  whole  Countrys  in  South  America.  It  may 
be  objected  That  we  have  not  proper  Dogs.  It  is  true  that  every 
Hew  thing  must  be  learned;  But  we  have,  even  now.  Dogs  that  will 
follow  them,  and  the  arramtest  Cur  will  both  follow  anul  fight  in 
Company^  I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion  that  a  Single  Troop  of 
Light  Horse,  attended  by  Dogs,  (and  who  might  occasionally  carry 
a  footman  behind  them,  that  the  pursuit  might  not  be  interrupted  by 
Morasses  or  Mountains,)  under  honest  and  active  officers,  would 
destroy  more  Indians  than  five  thousand  Men  stationed  in  forts  along 
the  Frontiers ;  I  am  not  altogether  singular  in  this  opinion,  could 
not  such  a  Thing  be  tryed  f 

If  you  have  Liesure  I  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  Line  from  you. 
It  wiU  find  me  at  this  Place,  unless  Times  grow  very  bad  indeed. 
I  am^  Sir,  with  great  Regard, 

Y'  very  H'ble  Serv*, 

Wm.  MoCLAY. 
Directed^ — Public  Service. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Express. 
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Captain  Josbph  Stiles  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  hoaorable^  the  president  of  th0  EzecatiTe  GoaDoO. 
Sir, 

Id  coDformitj  to  a  verbal  order  of  Coandl,  I  directed  Mr.  Honey 
to  make  six  hundred  Cartooeh  boxes  for  the  nse  ot  the  State,  he  has 
applied  to  me  for  Five  hundred  ponnds  to  be  adyanoed  to  him  to 
enable  him  to  perform  hia  agreement,  &  this  applioation  is  for  said 
sum. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  yeiy  humb*  Serv*, 

JOSEPH  STILES, 
Com.  Mil.  Storea.'^ 
April  28th,  1779. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Council,  1779. 

Aprn  291^,  1779. 

S', 

By  Directions  from  OenL  Wayne,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  &  Board  of  War,  the  Invalid  Regiment  was  appointed  to 
recruit  in  this  city  &  its  neighborhood  for  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
but  his  Excellency  informing  me  there  was  not  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  for  this  purpose,  I  applied  to  the  Board  of  War,  who 
advanced  two  thousand  Dollars  on  condition  I  should  repay  it  when 
I  receive  money  from  the  State ;  with  this  I  have  been  enabled  to 
raise  10  men,  and  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  apply  to  the 
State  for  a  further  supply.  As  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  ap- 
proaches fast,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  oompleating  the  regiments, 
particularly  as  a  report  that  the  militia  is  soon  to  be  called  out  ap- 
jpears  an  inducement  to  several  men  to  enlist. 

In  case  the  Treasury  cannot  advance  the  necessary  funds  imme- 
diately, if  authorised  thereto  I  believe  I  can  obtain  more  money 
from  the  Board  of  War,  on  a  promise  of  repaying  it ;  I  request  of 

«  See  CoL  Bee.,  VoL  XL.,  p.  760. 
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jOQ  to  represent  this  matter  to  his  Excellency  &  the  Council;  &  in* 
form  me  of  their  pleasure^  which  will  much  oblige^ 

S', 

Your  most  obed*  Sery*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inr. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Hon^*  Executive 
Council. 

Indorsed, 

Bead  April  80, 1779.    Beferred  for  a  further  supply  to  Board  of 
War.  T.  M.,  Sec'y. 


M.  Jennings  to  Council,  1779. 

Apra  29th,  1779. 
May  it  please  the  Hon'ble  Council, 

Being  in  great  distress  for  Want  of  Cloathing,  of  which  I  have 
received  none  since  the  War,  &  being  stationed  in  a  Begiment  that 
is  detached  from  the  Army  to  the  North  Western  Frontiers,  I  must 
beg  the  Favor  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  to  grant  me  an  Order  for 
Bom^e  Cloth  &  Linen ;  the  Compliance  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged 
"by  their 

Very  humble  Servant, 

M.  JENNINGS,  Surg-, 

11th  Penn-  Beg*. 
Directed, 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
yania. 


Pbss.  Bbbd  to  Ool.  Wm.  Hbnby,  1779* 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  AprU80th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  considered  the  Militia  Laws  respecting  the  summoning  a 
Court  Martial  for  the  Trjal  of  the  Delinquents  while  in  aetual  ser- 
vice in  the  year  1777,  and  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  supplement 
to  the  Act  dated  the  19th  June,  1777,  from  which  the  enclosed  Ex- 
tract is  made,  directs  that  the  Court  shall  be  called  by  the  command- 
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iiig  Officer  of  the  Troofs  in  tLe  Field  where  the  DeKoqiietioy 
happened,  &  that  to  him  also  belongs  the  Approbation  of  the  Sen- 
tence. In  the  present  Case  the  Milijtia  were  in  actual  Continental 
Service,  under  the  Command  of  Major  Gea.  Armstrong,  who  being 
on  the  spot  may  very  properly  exercise  the  Power  vested  in  him  by 
the  Law.  If  it  will  expedite  the  Business,  I  will  have  a  proper 
Warrant  made  out  for  the  General  to  sign.  And  I  beg  that  ch« 
Matter  may  receive  all  possible  Despatch. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbble.  Serr. 

To  Col.  W.  Henrji  Lieutenant^  of  the  City  of  Phibd, 


Sec.  Matlack  to  Jambs  Claypoolb,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petitions  in  favour 
of  George  Harding,  and,  last  eveniog,  after  mature  deliberation, 
finally  dismissed  them.  You  will  therefore  inform  the  prisoner  of 
his  fate,  and  take  your  measures  for  the  execution  of  the  warrant 
delivered  to  you. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Friend  &  humble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
April  30, 1779. 

To  James  Claypoole,  Esq',  Sheriflf,  &o. 


Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  Co.,  1779, 

The  Pettion  of  the  enhabitants  of  Cheesnuthill,  Tomension  And 
Penntownship,  Northampton  County,  to  his  Bzoellenoy,  The  Pres- 
ident &  Counoell  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Humbly  Sheweth, 

Whereas,  we  are  now  beoom  the  fronteers  of  this  oommonwelth  in 
these  parts,  &  there  h  nothing  to  save  us  from  the  cruelty  of  the 
Savages  but  a  chain  of  mountains,  &  swamps  that  can  only  Be  croaea 
at  certain  places ;  and  as  numbers  of  families  are  now  Moved  &  more 
preparing  to  fly ;  The  Constitutional  Society  of  the  Forth  Battalion 
of  the  above  sai4  County,  of  which  we  are  the  fronteers,  &  Pentown- 
^hip  the  fronteers  of  the  third  Battalion,  has  Becommened  to  us  a  spy 
gard^  with  the  aprobation  of  oounciU,  to  watoh  At  these  pasea  where 
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the  enemy  mnst  com  in  order  to  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  People^  if 
possible,  with  ih4  number  of  five  men  on  each  Path,  under  the 
direction  of  the  nearest  field  oficeer ;  &  as  such  spy  Gards  may  be 
of  the  graMt  imt)ortanoe  and  Trust,  we  earnestly  Entreat  to  have 
the  apointment  of  the  men  that  is  to  serve,  as  We  see  daly  to  our. 
greef  &  sorrow  the  toryes  assembling  in  private  Places,  &  begin  to 
teel  us,  that  sooner  or  later  we  will  share  the  Same  fate  with  Wyoming; 
and  as  several  persons  is  com  back  from  William  Thomas,  the  refugee 
Captain  that  went  from  tbi6  neighbourhood.  Or  f^om  the  savages  as 
'^e  suppose,  we  beg  il  list  of  said  Thomases  Muster  role  may  be  sent 
to  the  next  suprem  or  Court  of  orantenhiner  that  is  held  for  said 
County,  with  the  States'  attorney  or  Judges,  &  we  will  have  Them 
there.  S  wh  also  beg,  that  at  the  same  time  a  particular  enquirey 
may  bc^made  eonoerning  a  certain  Henry  Bumey  &  John  Qhearref . 
That  was  aprehanded  by  our  Melitlia  as  spyes :  &  as  the  ^Greoal  in 
Easton  Was  then  some  part  of  it  kept  for  a  Garde  hduse,  and  the 
delivered  to  said  Garde,  &  being  dismissed  getting  pases  to  carry 
them  to  Sasquehannah  Without  taking  aney  bail  or  main  prise,  which 
they  were  sent  bacagain  untill  ~the  were  held  to  bail,  or  dealt  with 
according  to  law.  Likewise  Robert  Alexander  &  Josiah  Pell  was 
both  HeM  to  answer  deember  Court,  1778,  and  so  continued  untill 
March  term  next  ensueing  for  treachers;  &  since  the  said  Pell  is 
gonr  to  the  enemy,  and  neither  cf  their  names  being  called  in  Court, 
we  want  to  know  the  Reasons.  By  being  warned  by  the  Honourable 
Sxeoutive  Oonnsyl  of  this  oommonwelth  to  Get  and  keep  in  readiness 
To  appose  our  omel  &  invetred  enemyes.  We  must  beg  leave  to 
inform  you.  That  thewanr  path  A  neaquepack  both  oomea  together  at 
Oanahtonhutton,  in  pen  township,  oposite  to  fort  Alien,  by  Lehi  ift 
tomensmtownrtp ;  and  as  the  join  the  river  Sasquehannah  15  or  20 
iiitlea  Apart|  we  desire  that  the  ofeoeer  of  the  spy  Giurd  may  keep  up 
so  enleliigenee  weekly,  if  possible,  witk  fort  Jenkins  or  Wyoming 
Ibrt,  and  if  it  can  Disoovered  that  the  enemy  is  aproaching,  an 
expiess  to  be  sent  Bmediateiy  to  &e  County  Leivftennat  to  reinforce' 
them  I  or  if  a  number  of  Minute  men  couM  be  golt  to  engage  that: 
lietsea  eloat  on  the  fronteer,  under  acme  partiemlar  officer,  ^ould  be 
vsady,  provided  with  arma,  to  make  head  against  The  enemy  untill 
tte  Melittaa'Conld  be  imbodyed*  We  aahieally  &  sincerely  Pesire 
the  Honourable  Presedcnt  &  Counsill  to  take  the  premises  into  A 
geariouae  ooafeidcration,  ft  grant  ussueh  relievf  as  may  in  your  wis- 


doms seem  boat.    Aawe  are  ia  doty  bound  shall,  ever  pray. 

Mayl-S  md. 

John  Dunn  '        Henry  Rowman. 

Nicholas  Kean,  L.  Col.  Enoch  Been,  Capt. 

and  others.    (German  signatures.)   ■ 
Vol.  VII.— 16 
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IiKVia  NicoiJi,  T.  M.,  lo  Sxo.  MA!ti.AaK,  1779. 

M«y  1*,  1779. 

S', 

I  reoeWed  orders  liiat  mght  from  tbe  Board  of  war  to  prepare  the 

old  library  in  the  west  wipg  of  tbe  State  bouee  for  the  reception  of 

12  or  15  Indians  dailj  ezpeoted  in  town.    As  I  am  ignorant  who 

keeps  the  key,  your  information  bj  tbe^  bearer  will  mucb  oblige, 

S%  Tour  most 

9bed*  SerT^ 

LEWIS  OTOOLA,  T.  M.* 

To  TimothyJMatlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  tbe  Hon»»  Ereeulife 
Council. 


Lt.  Col.  Abchibald  Loohkt<  to  Pkss.  £s£XS  1779. 

SannasiowB,  May  lat,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  ha^  tbe  honor  to  aoknowledge  Uie  veeeipt  of  your  Ex^lleoejs 
letter  eonoeraiBg  our  Forlorn  Frontiers,  and  we  an  bappy  to  bear 
Ooonoil  intend  to  aford  us  aasislnnce  hi  the  day  of  calamity  and 
distress. 

Prerions  to  tbe  arriral  of  yoor  ExosHeney's  I^BMer,  tbe  Inbabi*. 
tanti^  with  the  approbation  of  Qenend  Mflntosh,  fell  npon  a  node 
to  raise  two  Companies  immediately.  Tbeae  Companies  are  nearly 
compieat,  and  as  the  appointment  of  tbe  efioen  was  kft.  to  myaelf, 
I  transmit  yon  a  list  of  them,  and  1  Irual  Council  will  put  them  on 
■n  equal  footing  as  the  other  temporary  troops  expected  here. 

The  Saragea  are  oontinnally  makii^  depredatians  anaoog  ns>  net 
less  than  forty  people  bave  been  killtfl,  wounded  or  oapttvated  this 
Spring,  and  the  Kneniy  hnve  killed  our-  Oreaturea  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  this  Tbwn. 

You  desire  sir,  in  yoor  letter,  if  tbe  Inhabitants  on  the  Frontiers 
would  detira  a  reward  on  Indian  soaIpe.r-<-I  have  consulted  with  a 
number  on  this  head,  who  all  seem  of  opinion  th^t  a.  reward  for 
scalps  would  be  of  excellent  use  at  this  time,  and  would  give  spirit 
and  alacrity  to  our  young  men,  and  mako  it  their  Interest  to  be 
constantly  on  tbe  scout.  ' 

A  threatning  Cloud  seems  handng  oyer  our  beads — a  few  days 
ago  the  Savages  surrounded  Fort  Iland,  and  in  general,  they  come 

*  See  page  804. 
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■gaiMt  118  in  SQch  largo  bodies  that  it  is  almosi  in  Tain  to  msk* 
head  against  them. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  mention  to  yoar  Bzcellenoj.  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  onr  distressed  situation  to  the  serious  attention 
of  Council,  and  to  assure  jour  Ezcelleno;  that  1  am  with  the 
greatest  resp^t  and  reTerence, 

jour  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

A.  LOCHRT,  0.  L.^   . 
OflEicers  names- 
Michael  Huff&agle,  Esqr.|  Major. 

1st  Gempany.    -  iind  Company. 

Matthew  Jack,  Captain.  Nehimivb  Btok^,  Captain. 

Wm.  Quthery,  Lieutenant.  John  Brandon,  Lieutenant. 

Qeorge  Owry,  Eo^iga.  Thomas  Stokeley,  Ensign. 

The  Bearei  brings  this  a«  an  ezprees.  I  oosld  wish  be  may  be 
allowed  such  usual  sum  as  is  commonly  piven  to  Ezpressesy  and 
should  Council  approve  of  the  two  Companies  raised  by  the  peopte, 
it  will  be  neeessary  to  seud  us  a  supply  of  money  for  their  Bounty^ 
as  it  morraily.  impossible  to  ke^  (hem  in  actual  serrice  without, 
that  necessary  article.  I  had  forgot  to  mention  to  your  Ezcellency 
that  a  great  number  of  our  public  arms  have  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Enemy,  and  what  we  have,  are  so  much  out  of  repairs  that  it 
will  be  of  the  utmost  use  to  furnish  the  County  with  a  set  of  tools 
to  put  them  in  order,  as  nothing  of  kind  can  be  got- hem.  I  eonld 
wish  to  hear  from  your  Ezcellency,  and  that  you  will  simd  tb6 
offioer's  Commissions  by  the  Bearer."** 

Directed^ 

(On  Public  Service.)  To  his  Ezcellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr., 
President  of  the  Supream  Ezeeutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  Ezpress. 


Lt.  Col.  Archibald  Loohrt  to  Pbbsibskt  Bssd,  17T9<, 

Hanaastown,  Hay  Ist,  1779. 
May  it  please  your  Ezcellency  k  Honors. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  the  Council  the  opinion  of  a  Meeting 
of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants.  I  earnestly  wish  success  to  their 
application  to  be  put  under  pay  and  Bations,  and  that  the  Council 

•  See  Col.  Boc,  VoL  XI.,  p.  778. 
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will  take  mir  deplonUe  Bitnstion  into  Conaideration,  atid  (o  aioid 
us  such  relief  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  seem  Bieet* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

jour  Ezcellencjs  &  the  Coancils 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.  LOCHRY,  a  L. 
Dtreetedf 

(On  pnblio  serrioe.)     The  Honorable  the  Sopream  Exeoatiye 
Gouttcil  of  Pentisjlrania.    ^  Express. 


SacaWART  Hatlack  to  Lewis  Nicola,  1779. 

Sir, 

i  layed  your  applioation  for  the  keys  of  the  Library  room  before 
Hie  Oonncii,  wfao  aee  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  proper  in  present 
otronmstanoesy  to  place  the  Indians  there  for  various  reasons.  The 
lower  toom  of  tbe  West  wing  has  been  the  Seeretarj's  offioe  from 
the  irsi  building  of  the  State  House  to  this  day,  and  I  cannot 
oonsent  to  give  it  op  but  in  aomw  ease  of  real  oeoessitj. 
I  am  respeetfiillyi 

your  vety  hu'ble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Seer. 
May  1,1779. 
Directed^ 
To  Colonel  Nicola.* 


McCLBKAdHAir  ANB  IrWIN  tO  PRESIDENT  REBD,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  drd  May,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  fav'  of  26'^t  ultim*  we  duly  received.  Inclosed 
yoo  hivt  the  Fist  of  Stores  In  Mr.  Senry^  care — we  shan't  purchase 
any  articles  that  he  has,  and  you  may  also  be  assured  that  we  sbalT 
run-  the  State  ,to  as  little  ezpefice  as  we  can,  but  at  present  it  re- 
quires enormious  sums  to  equip  a  vessell,  particularly  one  that  is 
solely  intended  for  War. 

Mr.  DeH^rt  was  appointed  Lieutenant^  when  the  ship  was  first 
laid  on  the  stocks ;  he  has  also  had  the  promise  of  the  second 
Lieutenancy  from  Gi^*  Montgomery  and  ourselves,  we  therefore 

*  Sm  page  862.  f  floe  page  8ia. 

t  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  760. 
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BeqpMt  he  nwy  be  oontiBiied.  Mr.  HoIHngplieftdy  who  hei  been  in 
the  State  servioe  siiioe  the  eonuDenoement  oif  the  War,  we  take  the 
liberty  of  recommeDding  as  Mester. 

Nothing  DOW  detaina  the  ship  but  want  of  men ;  we  expect  she 
wi]l  get  her  CpmpliiQ^t  in  a  Week  or  Ten  days,  before  which,  the 
officers  will  wait  of  yonr  Exeelleney  for  their  Commissions* 

We  ebatl  supply  Oapt^  Montgomery  and  Caldwell  with  sooh  sums 
as  may  be  necessary. 
We  are  Sir, 

yoor  EzeelleoGjys  meet     * 

obed*  hum"*  Serv*, 

MATTHEW  IRWIN, 

for  B.  M«Clenachan  &  Self. 
Directed, 

To  bia  EiccQiiepqr  Joseph  Reed^  Xsqr.,  Fresident  0/  tbe.State  of 
PennsyWania. 


RssQLUTioir  OF  CosraBESS,  1779t 

In  Congress,  ^d  Maj,  1779. 
Resolyed, 

That  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn^lvania  be 
requested  to  order  snch  of  the  Militia  of  that  State,  to  tsJte  poatitt 
fort  Mifflin  and  Billingsport  in  the  room  of.  Colonel  Proctor's  ipen, 
as  shall  be  judged  by  the  said  President  &  Council  sufflcieni.  The 
aaid  Militia  to  be  allowed  continentol  pay  &  snbsistanoe. 
Extract  fromtheminutes^ 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seer.* 
Directed,  .  .      .'       L 

To  President  and  Conneil  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gsotw  HffifPT  70  Pu8.  BsBDy  1779. 

Pha»delphia^M»y8d,17T8. 
ffir, 

t     I  haye  the  Honor  to  enclose  you  an  ace*  of  the  Bales  of  the  Toola 
'  ftce.,  of  the  stete  Gun  Factory,  with  a  particular  Inyentoiy  of  the 
aame.—' 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  acquaint  your  Exeelleney,  that  Mr.  Peter 
*  Seharen  (who  had  the  management  of  the  Factory)  render'd  me 

.  #  See  OeL  Jte6..  TeL  XL,  ^  7618. 
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4ytrj  ftsraianoe  in  his  power,  k  thro'  the  wbole  of  ibk  bwioas,  luB 
erideneed  •  atrong  attaahiaeat  to  the  Interest  of  thii  State. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  most  Obed* 
•  &  yery  Humble  Ser?* 

aSO&GE  HENBY.* 

Direciedf 

To  His  Exoelleney  Joseph  Bead,  Esq'.,  Presideiit  of  the  State  of 
Pensjlvania. 


Sbcy.  Matlacx  to  Qmh.  Dv  Poktail,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  his  Ezoellency  the  Presideot,  to  inform  yon  that 
the  bearer  Col.  John  Bnil  is  the  officer  to  whom  is  committed  the 
execution  of  the  woAs  at  BiHingsport,  and  he  waits  on  ^on  for 
direeftt^n  therein^  which  jou  will  please  to  oommunioato  to  lum  with 
full  confidence. 

DitecUif 
;     To  Gen'l  Du  Portail,  Present 


Lt.  Col.  Adam  Hublbt  to  Prbs.  Bhsb,  17T9. 

Millstone  Camp, 

May  4th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Some  tiniesincoi  the  eleventh  Ponn^  Begiment  beeeiriie  vacant  by 
the  resisnation  of  Col.  Hartley.  As  eldest  Lieu*  Col.  in  the  linei 
I-elaim  we  same«  I  some  days  since  wroto  to  Col.  Humpton  on  the 
subject,  and  desired  he  would  apply  in  behalf  of  me. 

, '  He  informs  ne,'he  oonsulted  your '  Ezoellenc j  en  this  nsiter, 
and  that  you  ga?e  your  oppinion,  I  should  procure  a  certificate  from 
Oen.  St.  Clair  as  com*  Officer  of  the  line  certifying  my  prctentioitfy 

.and  that  your  Ezcell'  would  then  procure  my  Commission. 

.  _  I  hare  herewith  sent  a  eertificato  which  I  hope  wiU  be  satis&o- 

.*19ef  (ML  Jt^.,  ¥4.  JX,  p.  7U. 
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iory,  ftoi  b^  your  EsjoeUeaoj  wUl  iake  avoh  atopt  in  my  beliaif  u 
yoa  ftbftll  Ihiok  fropdr. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  sabsoribo  myself 
your  ExoeU^  most  Ob*  hum*  Bervi 

AD-  HUBLET,  Jr^  L.  Oelo.* 

JDurectedf 

To  Hie  Ezoelleney  Joseph  Reed^  Eeq%  t^reakh  of  the  evpFMid 
Exeott*^  Oonnoil  of  Penn%  PhK' 


This  is  to  certify  that  Colonell  Hnbley  is  the  eldest  Lieutenant 
Colonell  in  the  Troops  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  entitled  to 
*  Begiment  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  Resignation  of  Colonell  Hartley. 

A'.  &.  CLAIB^  Maj'  Oea*. 

May  4th,  1779. 


CoL»  Bioh'p  McOalbster*  to  Prbs.  Bbid,  1779. 

May  4th,  1779. 

8ir,  

in  obedience  toy'  Excellencies  orders  of  the  iOth  of  Mafch,  which 
oaroe  to  hand  the  7th  of  April,  I  called  on  the  Class  first  in  the 
tQwer  of  daty  and  i^ppoii^ted  a  day  of  Randeroae,  th^  people  met 
'Accordingly,  but  in  tfa^  interom  the  frost  happened  which  hath 
KillW  the  Oreatest  part  of  the  Ry,  and  much  Wheat.  Many  are 
Now  Mowing  their  whole  crops  of  Ry  to  plant  Corn  in  the  fields,  & 
many /of  the  fields  Lay  so  .flat,  that  they  even  cant  be  Mowed. 
I  have  been  Ever  since  the  orders  Imployed,  but  to  no  Purpoee ; 
they  complain  should  they  Goo  from  there  farms  at  this  time,  they 
are  Roined,  ap  they  are  indeavporing  to  put  in  Spring  Crops,  &  to 
save  themselves  &  Creatures  from  perishing.  They  seem  all  Exceed- 
ing willing  to  hier  the  young  men  to  Goo,  was  there  a  law  for  so 
doing,  and  to  pay  fines  under^  those  Curcom stances  as  large  as  the 
Present  law  directs  wilt  allso  ie  I^istresstng,  and  I  am  afraid  will  be 
hard  to  be  don,  as  Maney  lost  there  Crops  Last  year  by  the  hatl, 
and  now  by  the  frost  they  are  Rednsed  to  Grate  want.  The  100 
men  Ment*  in  the  orders  xsould  be  Raised  in  a  few  days,  conld  the 

«  flee CoL  Bee.,  VoL  XL^pp.  HO. 
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Law  be  dtspeDiecl  wS  wbiofa  I  tlmll  not  pfcctie^d  lo  4i»,  but  iNiii 

siocerclj  there  had  Never  been  any  Particular  NuMpabeTy  aach  as  one 
or  two  bandred  MeDf* ;  but  called  by  the  Glass  thQ  people  imagin 
that  it  is  money  moro  than  Men  that  is  wanting,  and  that  Either 
the  Hon.  the  Council  or  myself  Pocket  the  Money — its  often  cast 
up  to  Mor '  J  baFe  at  this  time  called  on  the  Class,  as  I  Durst  not 
tell  the  orders  was  for  one  100  men,  as  I  bad  no  Method  to  take  the 
100  out  of  the  Class,  which  is  at  Least  600,  and  I  am  ordered  to 
fine  the  PeUnqpefi^ts. .  MT^flfl.tbfi  Known  to  the  people  without  they 
were  at  Liberty  to  bier  the  men,  it  .iff.  Inj^t^  them  muoh  ;  in  the 
whole  we  are  all  Distressed  to  Know  how  to  Get  the  men  demanded 
at  Present,  &  believe  it  will  not  be  don  on  the  futing  Now  ordered, 
for  which  am  truly  Sorry,  &  can  only  say  w^  a  Good  Coosienoe  I 
have  now  apd  at  all  tiqiies  sin^e  I  hav^  been  fav'  w'  the  Comishion 
from  the  Hon.  Council,  Don  Everything  in  my  Power-  and  to  the 
best  of  my  Judgment,  and  w^  a  willing  and  Chearful  Hart,  and  am 
still  willing  to  March'  to  the  field  w*  the  foremost  in  the  Defonoe  of 
what  is  DeMr  tP  Xae  a^  ^  fr.e^an.  But  in  the  mean  time  beg  leave 
to  Resign  to  yr  Ezclency  the  Comishiop  of  Leu^  Making  no  Doubt 
but  y  Exolency  will  appoint  a  person  that  will  bo  Much  moi^  capa- 
ble of  doing  the  Duty  Required;  as  indeed  nnder  the  present  law  it 
is  too  maney  for  me.  -  -  -    - 

I  have  the  Hon  to  be  w*  Much  Respect, 

y  Ezdencies  jnost  oV  ^erv*, 

R*  M-CALESTER. 

Shall  continue  to  call  on  the  Next  Class,  ft  do  Every  thing  Post- 
ble  ontil  I  bear  from  Council,  which  hope  will  not  be  long — ^I  hope 
not  more  tbaa  8  dayi^  ..... 

Directed,  ^ 

^     Bis  Exelency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,.  President  of  the  Snpnim 

fUeotttif  CounoiU  of  the  State  of  Fennsilvania,  Phila4dphia.« 


OaPT.  DAVm  SSlBQLBE  TpO  CoUNCIIi,  1770. 

Honourable  Gentlemen, 

Tour  Honours  Instrqotion  received  from  Migor  Genl.  St.  Clair  the 
Ist  may,  shall  striotly  observe. 

The  scarcity  of  some  artioals  Receiv'  by  the  last  cargo  Issued  of 
.  e?ery  artical  one  Week  Allowance  to  the  nan  Comn^issiooed  Officers 
and  Soldiers  only.  Kept  the  rest  for  the  Gentlemen  Officers  except 
spirit  ft  Soap,  whioH  ifiiL  be  «  fu^oiint  Qoantitat  on  hand  for  dis- 
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tribution  for  the  Line  this  8  Weeks ;  the  Oenilemen  approve  of  it 
if  it  woold  have  jour  fionoora  Approbation  by  doing  ao  aUwaae  in 
the  future. 

I  have  had  as  jet  no  good  opportunity  of  sendine  a  sum  of  money 
to  Lt.  Col*  Farmer,  hare  the  money  on  hand  of  the  first  eargo^  and 
part  of  the  seoond  what  is  sold.  The  State  of  Gonnextioat  aUow 
their  Line 

1  Quart  Spirit  &  Ration  "^  Week. 
1  lb.  Museowada  sugar  ^  do.j 
}  lb.  Coffee,  do.  do., 
.     3  OS.  Pepper,  ^  Ration  ^  Week. 
1  lb.  TobacQo^  do.,        do. 
i  lb.  Soap  ^        ditto,      ditto. 
HoBoniable  Gentloami 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respeot, 

your  most  humble  &  very  Obedient  servant^ 
DAVID  ZIEGLBR, 
Captain  !•«  Pena*  Ba^f*  > 
Waynesburgh,  May  4th,  1779. 

This  moment  have  an  Opportunity  to  send  with  Captain  Heydriok| 
of  Philadelphia,  0000  Mkrs  to  Lieut  Col*  Farmer. 

Dtreeted, 

On  publio  service. 

The  Honourable  the  Connsil of  Saflbty^PliilaUiUi. .         ^ r.vS 


Pbxsidbnt  of  ConaRBSS  to  P&xsipbnt  Resd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  4th  May,  177^ 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  the  enelesed 

Oopy  bf  an  AM;  of  Coogreaa  of  the^rd  Inaft.|  tot  the  d^fsnoe  of  the 

PoMa  at  f  orti-Mifflin  &  BUlings^pon.  :] 

And  SM,  ^1^  freat  Re«]^«l,  '' 

Your  Exeellenoy's  '^ 

Most  Obed*  Servant,       ;'  , 

JOHN  JAY,  Pmsii  , : 
His  Exeelkhey^  PMsidekit  Seed. 
Indonedf  | 

Bead  in  Council,  May  4, 1779.   .  ',' 

T.M^Sec'j.    ; 

*  SfepageMft,  andOd.  Bae.,  YoL  XL,  p.  770. 
16* 
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S£0«  Maijuack  zo  Maj.  Gsn.  A&mold,  1TT9. 

Sir, 

His  SrteelleB^,  tbe  Ptresideiil,  ft  ike  Hn^Ue  Omueil,  ordet  nte 
•to  iiifoitti  ]fOH  ihftt  Oolonel  Job&  Fitogeraldy  late  Aid  da  Cftinp  to 
His  Ezcellenoy,  General  WsshiDgton,  has  been  requested  to  giye  a 
deposition  of  his  knowledge  respecting  instraetions  given  by  yon  to 
Major  David  S.  Franks,  one  of  your  aids>  to  pnrohase  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  European  and  East  India  goods,  to  any  amount,  for 
the  payment  whereof  you  would  famish. him  with  money,  and  direct- 
ing him  not  to  communicate  the  same  even  to  his  most  intimate 
friends.  Coll.  Fitzgerald  will  for  this  purpose  attend  at  the  House 
of  Plunket  Fleeson,  £sq%  to  morrow  flMrning  at  ten  o'nioak.  This 
notice  is  given  to  afford  you  aa  opportunity  to  %t^qd  his  examina- 
tion, if  you  think  proper,  either  by  vourself  or  your  attorney. 

G6lL  Fitzgerald  having  desired  his  compliments  may  be  presented 
to  Genl.  Arnold,  with  an  intimation  of  the  nature  of  the  testimony 
he  19  abovt  to  givo,  indoles  me  to  mention  generally  the  nature  of 
his  evidence. 

I  «B[^  Sir, 

Yft«r  y^.  hnoblo  $^it«ii  V 

T.M.,J8eo'y, 

PbUada.,  May  6, 1779. 

To  Major  Aei^^AmoU. 


Coll.  Bamribm  Galbeaith  to  Pres.  Rbbi),  1779. 


I 


Lancaster,  6th  May,  1779. 

]^aj:i(  l^le^sp  ypw  EieellencUv 

•  laaanufQMioabl  yod^  lato  ordm-  st&t  m;  for  th^  iUJsiiig  of 
fifty  of  the  Militia  men  of  this  Gofuiity^  to  be  sent  to  Bedford,  I 
have  called  upon  the  Clm  in  lotatioa  of./f(NKr  Battaliions,  &  from 
the  returns  made  me  find  only  thirteen  privates  willing  to  march ; 
have  since  called  in  the  same  manner  on  four  other  Battaliions,  the 
returns  of  whom  I  expect  to  be  fhmished  with  early  next  week,  hat 
am.4otkbifuilof>eveii  them  furnishing  the  Number  wanted.  The 
Militia  of  this  County  have  been.'m«di  faanassed  with  tin  sudden 
marching  of  Prisoners,  furnishing  Sundry  Ouards  over  Continental 
Stores  in  different  parts  of  this  Couaty,  as  well  as  facing  the  common 
enemie,  uniill  4hey  hare  served  the  Second  tower  of  duty  even  untili 
the  Seventh  Class ;  whilest  in  other  Counties  (they  say)  have  only 
served  not  modi  o^^e  thaatboic  IM.    I  mudd  Ug  teave  to  give 
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.  lij  fiinple  Opioion  of  the  iMtton    As  tb«re  are  Ptibltek  bnildiiigs 

.  saffieieiit  (no  iovbt)  erected  «t  this  plftoe,  were  the  Stores  remored 

-itmm  Lebanon  (k  if  m  any  other  jMrte  of  the  Coanty)  to  t^a  pl&oe, 

they  might  be  Onarekd  by  *  Small  Ooovpatiie  of  abont  fourty  meA, 

A  the  diffefenee  of  ezpenoe  of  t«ro  OoapaniaB  wbieh  bav«  been  on 

,ckil;y  bithertoto  the  number  of  70  tarn  eaob,  aated;  the  Oaard 

kerealkec  to  be  kept  to  be  of  t;b4  Invalidee  (as  ao  doabt  there  are 

(Moh)  of  the  Standinf  ArtDie.    In  the  (rat  plaoe  it  woaM  Save  a 

mat  ezpenee  to  the  Pablick,  Seeendty,  it  woald  prevent  the  laiUtia 

mm  iiffering  amottg^t  themaelveB  who  ahould  serre  their  tower  of 

dloty  upon  theae  gnarda;  a4ded  to  which,  reeovering  the  finee  on 

Minqaenta  wi^  Spirit,  aa  by  law  directed;  ear  retaraa  on  Oceatiosa 

•f  this  kind  would  sot  be  ao  trifeUttg, 

I  have  been  hitherto  prevented  of  reooveria^  finea  on  deXiaqaenta, 
.aa  I  eodld  have  wished  to  have^oae^  by  reason  of  the  Ofieera  neg- 
lect in  making  their  retarna  to  me,  who  I  must  JBpunr  up  to  that 
part  of  doty,  in  Seaie  Oitfiar  li^  than  hitherto  made  uaa  o£ 

Your  Ezcellencie  will  please  to  excuse  mv  Freedom  in  the  above, 
hoping  nevertheless,  to  find  that  done  whioo  may  be  moat  prudent 
in  the  Matter ;  &'Am  with  the  greatest  esteem 

Your  Sxeellencies  moat  Obed'  H'le  Serv* 
^  BAETKBM  GALBRAITH, 

«  .      '    J4ea*ibr.thaComi!rof  Lanqr. 

JDirected, 

To  His  EUoeUaBey^  Jaaeph  Bead,  Baqf^  Pxaoidant  of  dm  SWaaf 
Pei^aylvapia. 

Indonedy 

Bead  in  Conqcil  May  13>  1779»  &  ^:(trao^  aent  to  fiis  Exc^y 
QenL  Washington.* 


Captain  Johk  McCulloh  to  Prbsidbnt  Bbbd,  1779. 

Billingaport,  May  6th,  1779. 

Hay  it  pleaae  your  Excellency, 

In  oonsequence  of  your  orders  to  the  City  Lieutenant,  I  arrived 
here  the  2d  inatant  and  relieved  the  detachment  of  Col.  Procter^a 
Artilery  at  this  post,  and  alongs*  with  the  command  I  rec*  your 
instructions  to  them,  wherein  I  find  it  my  duty  to  report  to  you  what 
ever  may  be  necessary  to  be  done.  I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to 
oommunioate  to  you  that  our  Ammunition  is  in  a  very  dangerous 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XL,  p.  77«. 
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'iefoAk  at  prescfnti  whieh  is  ^n  apftHoMitt  adjoining  Ihe  Btrrwb, 
aod  10  theretoe  liable,  by  the  smalleet  aeoident  of  lire,  to  be  Uown 
,  up,  wbidi  might  be  fatal  to  the  whole  garrieon ;  neither  is  it  water- 
'  tight    There  is  another  part  of  your  instrootions  Whkh  diraet  that 
the  officer  oommanding  here  should  treat  the  offioera  of  all  inmod 
bound  vessels,  whether  AjDorioaos  or  Alfiea,  with  kindoeaB&respeet, 
but  when  I  made  a  small  draught  upon  the  Oommissary,  in  order  lo 
^  enable  0a  to  fulfill  that  part  of  the  order,  he  peremptorilj  lefiBasd 
it,  though  he  aoknowledged  Ilie  necesaitj  there  waa  for  it^  but  ssid 
'  be  could  not  Issue  it  without  an  order  from  you  or  the  Honbl*,  the 
Board  of  War,  either  of  whioh  he  wo4ld  immediaislj  obej,  and  of 
choice  I  would  .mueh  rather  apply  to  your  Eiteellenc^ ;  I  b^  there- 
fore you  would  communioato  your  pleasure  in  Si  Kne,  and  if  you  ua 
.pleased; to  indulge  me;  as  I  Imrnbly  hope  you  will,  aa  it  is  oommoa 
.to  officers  in  my  sitoation,  be  assured  it  shall  be  oonduoted  with 
beeonung  frugality. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  ^  most  profound  respee^ 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 
And  Ycry  Humble  Sarrent, 
T  JOa«  M'CULLOH, 

r.    ,  Cap*  Com*. 

v.  B.  *  liere  are  a  great  ikimber  of  my  Comjp'  Me^haniob, 
which  would  Immediately  ^o  to  work  upon  a  Magaxine  if  there  wtt 
tone  to  be  builtj  aiid  my  aseystanie  shall ;iei  h^  jsanting. ' 

J.  M'C. 
^   His  Excellency,  Joseph  tleed/Esq'i  Prelddent  State  Fen*. 
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Capt.  p.  Pitcairn  to  Pees,  of  Conqrkss,  1779. 

BeAdmg;  Maj  bA,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  ezoefdiDgly  aorrj  to  find  an  otdeir  from  the  Board  of  War 
for  our  removal  from  this  Plaoe;  My  tetter  I  presume  has  been 
misunderstood.  M'  Dunlap  is  rdeased,  and  the  People  here  wish 
to  be  upon  a  better  footing  with  ns,  and  we  having  been  at  a  Con- 
sidemble  ezpenoe  settling  ourselves,  would  wiah,  if  proper,  to  remain 
at  Reitding. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

YoDir  most  obed'  Serv', 

P-  PITCAIRN, 

Gapt.  82nd  Beg<. 
The  Hon'ble  John  Jay,  Escf . 


BE^OLUTIONa  OF  iCONGRBEfi,  1779. 

:    In  Cbngress,  J^ay  6th,  1779, 

Whereas,  the  aooonnts  of  th^  deputy  pureh^singand  issuing  oom- 
missaries  under  the  late  Gommissalry  QenerM  Joeeph  Trumbull, 
deceased,  were  settled  at  the  time  of  his  denth'and  still  remain  to  be 
adjusted,  and  it  is  neoessary  that  those  accounts  should  be  dosed 
withe«t  delay, 
Besofved, 

That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun%  Ea({^,  be  ltd  is  herek>y  fully  autho* 
rised  and  empowered  to  Settle  and  ftdjust  the  said  accounts,  under 
the  df reotion  of  the  bowd  of  treasury. 
Besohred, 

That  the  said  Jonathan  Trumbull  be  allowed,  a  clerk  to.  Assist 
him,  and  be  paid  hir  expences  and  &  reasonsbl^  ooippensa(mn  f<v 
his  time  and  trouble,  to  be  adjusted  when  die  nature  und  extent  of 
the  service  can  be  aflcertained. 
Besolved, 

That  the  said  Jonathan  TmnibuU  shall  take  af  oat|  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  ojf  this  duty^  to  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Treasury  :-^ 

Afki  it  is  recommended  to  the  le^datures  of  tlie  several  States 
whomit  may  oonoem,  to  enact  proper  taws  for  facilitating  the  settle- 
ment ef  the  said  accounts,  and  compelling  accouiltaBta  &  defiralters 
withitt  their  respective  jurisdiotions  to  settle  their  acoounts  and  do 
justice  to  the  public. 

-  Bztaot  from  the  Hinales, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sed'y. 
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ffLW.  Resd  m  Lt.  Ool.  Saml.  HuwrsR,  17T9. 

In  Coanoil, 

PkiUlelphia,  May  5th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Youn  by  Express  wu  duly  reo*!*  &  has  giTen  ^s  very  great  Oon- 
oem — the  greater  beoanae  we  folly  expected  yoa  would  have  at  this 
Time  enjoyed  as  mnch  Safety  k  Tranqaility  as  the  Troops  oonld  give 
while  UDemployed  in  offensive  Operations.  The  Enoouragement  we 
gave  was  founded  upon  the  most  solid  Ground,  &  if  it  has  in  any 
Respect  failed»  ii>  aust  be  attributed  ta  nnitvoidakle  Accident.  The' 
we  greatly  lament  the  distressing  Oircumstances  in  which  the  County 
is  involved,  we  cannot  charge  ourselves  with  omitting  apy  Heasure 
in  our  Power  to  give  effectual  Belief^  nor  did  we  rest  satisfied  uatill 
"we  received  strong  Assurances  upon  that  Subject.  We  have  now 
c%)n)plied  with  every  Request  in  your  Letter;  Medicines  are  pro- 
vided, which  will  be  sent  up  by  a  waggon  wi)ioh.  carries  those  de* 
aigoed  for  Col.  Bartley's  Reg'j,  under  the  care  of  M5  Jenne|», 
Surgeon  to  that  Reg^  A  Case  of  Instruments  is  also  sent  up-^ 
both  to  be  put  under  Care  &  disposed  of  by  you  as  yon  think  best 
We  have  a£Bo  sent  up  10,000  Dollars  ^  this  Opp'^i  to  be  applied  by 
yon  in  forwatd^  the  recmiting  Service  of  the  9  Af  onths  Men«  Cap* 
i(|['I)hatte9  &  Lieotenants  Pogherty  &  Arthur  were  recommended 
to  nft  by  Gen.  Potter;  it  is  a  very  great  Misfortune  they  were  not 
Dn  the  Spot,  as  precious  Time  is  thereby  lost,  but  to  give  all  th6 
Bemedv  we  xsan,  we  do  authorise  you  to  appoint  suitable  Officers  111 
their  Places,  &  push  oi^  the  Business  expeaitiously.  As  soon  as  yo^ 
signify  tbd  Appointments,  we  will  send  up  the  Commissions;  the  re- 
cruitinl;  Instructiona  formerly  sent  to  the  others  will  serve  for  them', 
and  as  you  do  not  mention  other  Wants,  we  presume  none  of  a  press- 
ing Kind  exist.  We  now  conclnde  with  assuring  yen  that  we  shall 
t>ay  an  unremitted  Attention  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers,  for 
whose  Distresses  we  h&ve  the  Sympathy  of  BrethreUji  &  sh^ll  leav^ 
nothing  tedone  by  ua  to  giv^  jon  the  most  substantikL  Proofti 


j?4L]E8.   JU^D  SO-  BOA&D  OF  WaB,   1779. 

Phikda.,  Hayfi^lT79. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  .His  Excellence^,  the  President,  to  inform  you 
that  a  piece  of  heavy  Cannon  at  Pnncetown  belong'g  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  is  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware, 
and  will  be  sent  for  immediately.    This  information  is  given  yon  in 

*  Bee  page  846. 
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ooDBeqnenee  of  aa  iDtimation  tiiat  it  has  beeu  prapoeed  to  sand  this 
Cannon  to  the  Northward.  * 

I  ami  with  gteat  respect, 

Yov  obedient  humble  SerTsnt, 

T.  M.,  Seo'j. 
HnTble  Board  of  War. 


Lt«  Ool«  Ooats  to  GovvciLy  1779* 

OentlemdOi 

.  Urged  by  our  Duty  to,  and  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of  the  State, 
We  beg  leave  to  address  you  upon  a  Subject  which  we  submit  to 
your  Attention. 

In  the  year  1777,  the  County  of  Philad*  was  possessed  of  a  con- 
siSerable  Number  of  Arms  marked  with  the  County  Mark,  which  it 
was  always  expected  were  to  be  reserved  for  t|ie  use  and  service  of 
.'the  Militia  of  the  said  County ;  these  Arms  were  by  an  Order  of 
General  Armstrong  delivered  up  at  Camp  when  the^  Jlilitia  were 
about  to  return  home  from  Service. 

Hiis  has  prevented  the  Lieutenants  from  discharging  their  Duty 
in  that  part  of  the  Law  which  orders  them  '<  to  provide  Arms,  Ac.. 

We  therefore  request  of  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  the 
lion'*  the  Council,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  grant  an  Order  for 
a  sufficient  number  of  Arms  for  each  Battalion  of  the  said  County. 

We  'beg  leave  to  assure  the  Council  that  a  military  Spirit  appears 
onoe  more  to  pervade  the  Militia,  from  the  Encouragement  and 
.Satisfaction  given  bv  the  late  Supplement  to  the  Militia  Law ;  and 
we  are  of  Opinion  that  if  his  Excellency  the  President  would  revieir 
them,  it  would  have  a  very  happy  Effect,  as  they  are  very  anxious 
to  see  their  Commander  in  Chief  in  the  Field. 

We  would  wish  this  Proposal  to  meet  with  his  Exoellency^s  Ap- 
probation. .    . 

In  Behalf  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  County  of  Philada. 

WM.  COATS,  Lifett*  C.  P. 

Philada.,  6  Vbf,  1779, 
Directed^ 

The  honi«  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
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I4BUT.  Wm.  Coats  to  Couhcil,  1779. 

PhUadelphi»,  6  May,  1779. 
Gentleveii  t 

On  the  4  fbbruy)  1778, 1  had  the  mtafortnne  of  beiDg  made  m  Prifl- 
9D«f*  by  a  detookmeQ^  of  tbo  Briiisb  Army,  in  wfaioh  SiiaatioD  I 
have  rinee  jCo»liii«ed  mder  Parofo^  Upon  reptotod  AppUoationa  to 
GoloQel  B^aty,  Gon'y  CUnf  of  PrisoBara,  I  bava  alwaya  been  informed, 
that  be  could  not  negotiate  an  Sxcbange  for  me^  aa  be  oonld  only 
conaider  me  in  Ibo  Light  of  a  Civil  Officer  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Penneylvaoiai  My  Parole  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  alao  rittia  in  the  civil 
line,  and  thia  baa  hitherto  been  an  effeotnal  Bar  to  my  Bxehange. 

I  am,  therefore,^  indulged  to  lay  before:  the  hon^,  ibe  Oonnoil,  my 
pertionlar  Geae,  and  to  zeqneat  their  Attontion  to  the  foUowing 
^lopoaal : 

There  ia  in  Nev  York  e  M'  John  Foxerofl;,  formerly  Poatmaatar 
Geneinl  under  the  Britiah  Qoy^rament,  navr  a  Prisoner,  and  uadcor 
Parola  to  the  State  4>f  Pennaylvania— hie  Cironmatanoea  resemUe 
my  own,  and  i^  appeam  to  eoean  Sxokange  might  eaaily  be  negotiated. 

I  flatter  mysfilf  tha^  the  boa^^  the  Council  will  aee  no  Injuatiae 
or  Diaadvantoge  aecming  to.  the  Stato.from  auoh  an  Sxcbange,  and 
I  earpea^y  eoUoh  their  Compliance. 

I  hav0  the  honor  to  be^ 
OentleBMOy 

yonr  most  obed.'hble.  serv*^ 

TVm.  C0AT5,  Lieu*  C.  P 
DtrecUd, 

ihQ  hoy%  The  Snpreme  Executive  Council, 


P&98.  ^SSD   70    QjIN*  WaSHP7€|T0K,  m^t 

Maj8,1779.t 
Sir, 

Your  I*avonr  ^  ^^.  27tb  Vlt.  haa  Wo  cenaidered  by  na  with  th^t 
Attontion  &  Beape<»b  justly  due  to  it;  and  we  are  extremely  sorry  to 
find  that  tbe  fixpreeeiona  of  Solioitode  for  the  Safety  of  our  diatreaaad 
lAbabitan^s  on  the  Frontiers  and  oipr  Ai^xiety  to  prevent  futoire 
^  Galamitiea  should  have  given  you  Pain.  We  hoped  we  had  expreaaed 
ouraelvea  with  ao  much  Caution  on  this  occaaion  that  ev^ry  unaccep- 
table Idea  nqnld  have*  been  fully  excluded.  Be  assured.  Sir.  our 
lutoatioua  were  only  to  convey  ta  you  the  Senae  of  the  People  ^n 
those  efflicM  Cpunti^a,  presuming  that  it  wo^d  be  much  moce 
a  Sea  Tot  VI.,  p.  1161,  MO^      ' 

tii^i^mdMaya^. 
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agreeable  to  reoeive  it  in  this  Way  than  from  News  Papers,  formal 
Applications,  or  painful  Bemenstraooes.  And  wedM  it'them<»« 
readily,  as  we  ever  understood  it  to  be  a  distinguishing  Part  of  your 
BjceeU^  Character  to  seek  for  every  Sort  of  Information,  and  mora 
especially  that  which  might  prevent  evilS;  &  suard  against  Dissatis 
ikotion,  whether  well  or  ill  founded.—- lif  the  Manner  of  doing  it  did 
ftot  correspond  with  onr  Intentions  we  would  wish  yen  to  SMribe  it 
,  to  any  other  Cause  than  a  Diminution  of  that  Conidenee  and  Attach- 
ment of  which  we  have  given  Professions  not  less  shieefe  than  iheV 
were  jpubliok.-— And  retaining  still  the  same  Qpinloft  of  your  Excel- 
lency s  Candour  &  Judgment  we  .submit  it  whether  the  Ezpeotataom 
of  a  State  for  Security  &  Protection  are  not  naturally  limited  or 
extended  aocordiog  to  its  own  Ezertioos  ft  the  Force  it  furnishes 
to  the  common  Cause.  If  its  supplies*  of  Men  ft  other  militaiy 
^  Means  are  ample,  ft  the  Burthens  heavy.  Expectations  will  rise 
proportionately.  If  we  are  to  judge  of  the  Contingent  furnished  to 
the  Continental  Army  flrom  this  State  by  the  Applications  made  to 
ns  to  psrtake  of  the  Bounties  and  Indulgences  lately  given  by  this 
State  to  the  Troops,  we  must  iiold  a  respectable  Place  in  the  Militaiy 
Line.— We  have  12  Regiments  inclndiM  Artillery  on  the  Line, 
equally  filled  with  any  other  Stite  ft  mueh  superior  to  seme.  We 
have  a  greater  Proportion  raised  for  the  War,  as  we  are  informed, 
than  any  other.  Besides  this,  a  Reg*  of  Horse-^tho  Invialid  Corps, 
or  at  least  f*  of  it  the  Provost  Corps,  ft  half  of  the  German  Bat- 
talion all  have  put  in  their  Claims,  making  in  the  whole  a  very 
oonsiddrable  Body.— We  do  not  say  any  Thing  of  the  Artificers, 
Manufacturers  ftc.,or  the  Transportation  afforded  by  this  State,  tho' 
fok-ming  a  very  Considerable  Part  of  the  publick  BurthenS|  ft  being 
the  principal  Dependance  of  the  Army,  they  naturally'  give  the 
People  of  the  State  a  Sense  of  their  Importance,  ft  would,  if  the  Occa- 
sion should  happen,  make  them  feel  very  sensibly  any  Hardships  which 
might  arise  from  an  unequal  Distribution  of  Protection.  That  we 
have  been  by  &r  the  greatest  Sufferers  on  the  Frontiers*  haye  had 
more  People  killed,  ft  more  Country  d^elated,  we  presume  cannot 
be  doubted.  If  Virginia  ft  the  other  Stat«s  have  suffered  by  the 
Ravages  of  the  Indians  in  any  Proportion  to  this  State,  the  particulars 
have  never  reached  99 — ft  as  the  Idea  of  our  receiving  any.ProteeHon 
from  Amand's  ft  Pulaski's  Corps  must  have  iirisen  from  some  Mis- 
apprehension or  Mistake,  we  beg  Leave  to  assure  your  fixcelli*  that  we 
'never  derived  the  slightest  Benefit  from  tbem,but  on  the  other  Hand 
.are  still  smarting  under  their  Abuse  ft  Desolaiion,  the  Complaints 
'Of  which  we  suppressed,  ft  the  Complainants  perswaded  to  bear  with 
'  Patience  their  Losses  ft  Sufferings. 

We  apprehend  that  were  the  Affairs  of  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsyl- 

Tenia  more  fully  known  to  your  Exodl';  it  would  in  some  degree 

'Tfnrove  the  Idea  of  our  Southwestern  or  Northern  Frontiers  having 

been  so  effectually  caTered-*-tbe  Waste  of  Country  ft  Evacuation  of 

large  ft  flourishing  SettlemeMS|  whose  IiihabitantSi  as  Gen.  M*Iii- 
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iofih  ft  otiberB  aamire  ti«|  are  going  Jown  Ili6  Ohio  cbuly  to  mM» 
elsewhere,  give  but  loo  melancholjr  a  Proof  of  their  exposed  ft  dan- 
gerouf)  Situation,  &  that  they  think  their  new  Settienettts  afford  a 
better  Prospect  of  Safety.  Bat  as  DJaonssions  of  this  Natare  seem 
to  give  Pain  wfrere  we  would  aliways  wish  to  exoite  oontrarj  Sensi- 
tioDs  we  shall  a^oid  them  in  fatare,  ft  endeavour  to  remove  irom 
the  Minds  of  the  Safferers  any  Doubts  ft  Apprehensions  which  being 
the  natunl  Effoets  of  Ruin  ft  Dietressy  will  olaiin  onr  Pity,  however 
groundless  at  this  Distance  they  may  appear. 

We  heartily  wish  Sneeess  to  the  proposed  Expedition,  ft  shall  do 
every  Thing  in  our  Power  to  promote  It.  It  ia  onr  Interest  so  to  do, 
fbt  if  it  should  terminate  as  the  one  last  Year  did  from  Fort  Pitt, 
onr  Western  Oonntry  will  be  in  a  most  depknraUe  sitaation^  ft  the 
State  little  short  of  Rain.  When  we  therefore  snggested  an  Idea 
that  it  might  be  laid  aside  we  did  not  soppoee  it  would  be  so— bat 
Tegardicg  the  PosMbility  of  such  an  Event  from  the  difficulty  of 
eombining  all  the  Circumstances  necessary  to  its  Progress  ft  Suoceasy 
we  thou^t  it  our  Duty  to  lay  our  Expeetations  ft  Wishes  befoye 
you,  that  we  might  avoid  any  Ocoasion  of  Oomplaint  in  future  fran 
-the  Inhabitants  of  that  Oountry. — ^And  we  shall  esteem  ourselves 
peculiarly  unfortunate  if  the  Mode  of  doing  it  shoold  m  any  degree 
have  counteracted  our  own  Wishes  ft  Intentions. 

We  have  kept  from  public  View  most  df  the  Aooounta  we  have 

veceived — but  that  your  Excel!''  may  form  a  more  just  Judgment  of 

onr  Situation  we  have  selected  a  few  from  Men  of  the  most  Note  in 

*the  Country,  which  have  just  come  to  Hand.    WheK  yen  have  eon« 

sidered  ihenii  ft  also  that  we  have  a  diseontented  Party  in  the  Stato 

aeeking  every  Occasion  to  disparage  the  Gkyvemmeat,  we  flatter  our- 

nnlves  yau  will  allow  for  our  Feelings  ft  Anxieties.    To  ns  the 

'  Inhabitants  leek  in  the  flmt  Instance,  ft  upon  us  the  Odium  ft  Blan^e 

will  fall  if  after  holding  out  Hopes  of  Safsty  to  them  they  shouUl 

find  themselvee  disappointed;  the  from  Causes  unforeseen  ft  un- 

'  avoidable. 

*    Tour  Ezeell^  has  observed  that  ^Mf  the  Resourees  of  the  States 

^  cantaot  furnish  a  competent  Force  for  eomfJeat  Defenoa  they  will 

'^'be  mere  just  than  to  expect  from  the  Army  Protec^on  in  every 

' "  Point/'     We  feel  the  Justice  of  the  Remark,  but  our  Bxpectataons 

fo  no  farAer  than  ProteetioD  in  Proportion  to  the  Troops  fumished 
y  the  State  to  the  Army.  If  from  seeing  the  Regimenta  of  Penn- 
sylvania drawn  off  on  both  sides  ft  forming  a  Part  of  the  Proteetion 
of  New  York  ft  Virginia^  while  no  Tioops  from  any  other  State 
formed  a  Part  of  ours,  an  undue  Inference  has  been  drawn  of  our 
'  Strength  ft  Numbers — we  readily  admit  it  to  be  unjust  ft  ground* 
less,  for  the  Circumstances  alone eould  by  no  Means  warrant  it—bat 
vrhatever  the  Resources  of  all  the  States  eoUeetively  mftv  bO;  eaoh 
will  we  conceive  expect  an  Attentien  individually  aeoonling  to  its 
Resourees  ft  the  Exertion  of  them.  We  are  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  lK)tlvee  which  have  induced  youf  -  BxeeU'  to-  lay  aside  the  Co- 
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iipmtidn  of  ihe  Tf  oopal  ffum  Tort  PiUH-aor  phoold  we  bare  troaUed 
yon  «Uh  aaj  OhmfaiioB  tbereupoi^  if  it  hfi4  not  bee^  saggested  to 
iB8  thftLia  this  Oue  •■  annller  O^rrison  migbt  perbapA  be  eaffieieikft 
for  For*  Pitt,  &  aono  of  BroadhcyicU  People  vi^b.oul  iQcoDfeitieDOD 
•be  Bpaiiad  io  WeatmoreUod  eo  as  to  m^ke  tbe  Militia  tbere  tbe  lee^ 
(BeQ^atarji  bat  aa  you  aeew  to  tbiok  any  Dimiiuititf^  of  tbe  Streiigt)i 
at  tbat  Poet  baaardoofli  vre  readily  aioqiiiewe. 

Tbe  TraDflaetioQ  reepeotiag  C^o.  Arnold  19  pat  npoo  a  Footing  so 

eatisfaetory  to  us  tbat  we  regret  tbe  Miaoonoeptioa  wbicb  eeeina  to 

bave  iakea  Plaoe  of  our  Ideaa  upon  it  It  is  apparent  to  ns  tbatyonr 

.Exoell'  bee  not  u^deiateod  oa. .   We  tbiok  tberq  in  a  material  Diffec- 

.CDQB  between  a  pabliek  Body  eabibiting  Charge$  agaiost  a  Man  to 

-bis  fluperior  Offimr  or  Aulbority,  &  expressing  tbeir  Sense  of  bis 

.'Conduct  &  assigning  tbabr  Seasons  tbr  it.     In  the  first  Gaqe  tbey 

virtually  oSw  themselves  as  Proaeouton,  appeal  to  some  Tribunal  h 

'.claim  the  Inflietvon  of  tbe  Pmusbment  annexed  by  civil  or  railitacy 

.Law  en  tbe  Ofienees  eb^ed.— -In  tbe  other  Case  tbey  give  a|i 

:  Opinion  operating  only  ss  the  World  shall  give  it  Weight,  drawing 

with  it  no  military  os  ot?il  Punishment    In  this  last  View  we  acted 

in  the  Busineesy  Is  considering  ourselves  entitled  to  appear  in  either 

Capseity ;  it  was  Matter  of  Concern  toui-to  see  that  tbe  Idea  which 

was  carefully  excluded  as  we  tbought  from  tbe  BMolution  of  Con- 

'gBMf  apptsml  in  youjs  £xceU'«  h^tt^f  that  a  Trial  was  directed 

'on.  the  2*^1  B,  &  5  Charge  exhibit  hy  rte  Oowml  agaiifiU  Am. 

rOur  Wsbwas  to  :be  understood  not  aa  having  exhibited  ai\y  Charges 

-  *o  Cottgresa  ov  ycfoaself  against  bin  execft  tt^t  of  abusing  Waggoufi 
A  that  only  that  he  migbt  ranaJA  to  luaawer.    And  thp  at  intView 

•it  may  seem  1^  B^Snement  yet  if  your  Dxeell'^  will  reflect  upon  tbe 
'.  Conasquences  yon.  will  l^e  tbey  are  very,  important  Fi^r  if  by  a 
'  publick.  Body  expressing  tbeir  Sense  of  an  Qffioeis  Qonduot  they  are 
:to  be  considered  as  exhibiting  Charges  ugainst  hii»  to  superior  Autho- 
•jrity — ii  will  follow  tbat  tb^y  beeome.  bis  Prose^tqrSi:inust  support 

the  Charges,  attend  any  Tribunal  however  distant,  inoonyenienty  or 
'-im4udieiai.to  the  other  publi«iE  ASurs  of  the  8t«(0,er  su^ect  tbeni- 
.aelves.to  Ibo  Imputation  of  Malice  or  Wantonness/  And  we  thiJ: 
,it  would  not  be  A  pleesiAg  sight  to  your  fixosll^  to  bobold  tbe  legia- 

iative  or  Bxoetttiv<0  Bodies  of  the.  States  following  tbe  Camp  midar 
.  all  ita  Inegnv^viences  &  Dangers  on  eneb  en  Qpcmon^  If  Militaiy 
-Punishment  is  songbt^thn  Seek^9  must  submit  to  the  Inoonve- 
iniences  whAteyer  tbey  ar^i  otherwise  Injustice  may  be  done  tbe 
:Individii^  But  when  no.  such  Qbjeet  is  in  View  but  tbe  publick 
.Judgment  appealed  to,  the  Individual  hw  his  Opp^  of  vindicatii^ 
•himself  &  shew  the  Opinion  form<  of  bim  to  be  unjuft  There  has 
•been  scarcely  a  bad  Qoveraor  on  the  Continent  of  whom  tb^  publick 
.Bodies,  have  not  expressed  such  Opioioiis,  &  y^t  there  ws«  always  a 

regnlv  Ij»bnnal  &  proper  Authority  where  tbey  might  haye  aongbt 
iBiKiress.  .. 

-  In  this  TrwMotion  tbo  a  Bemody  for  pabli^k  AbnsM  WM  onr 
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Object,  unforeeeii  ft  vneicpeetecl  Diffionlties  oecnrred  ikntill  we  got  it 
it  put  into  jour  Ezoellir  g  Hands,  we  were  enoomraged  by  that  Oir- 
eamstance  k  are  now  resolved  to  go  thro  with  this,  bat  are  inclined 
to  betieve  that  we  shall  in  fnture  bear  our  Part  patiently  of  the  Con* 
seqneneee  of  any  BtiIs  of  this  Kitid  as  the  lesser  InoonvenieBoe  of 
tbe  two.  In  the  present  Case  for  the  Sake  of  Peace,  k  that  Congress 
might  not  consutne  more  Days  (for  many  wetis  speot  on  this  com* 
paratiyely  trifling  Business)  we  proposed  the  present  Trial,  b  are 
content  to  be  considered  in  any  Point  of  View  necessary  to  bring  ii 
to  a  pityper  Issne.  When  we  BpMa  of  Difficnliiee  or  Obstmctione 
we  beg  yoQ  to  believe  we  confine  our  Views  entirely  to  this  City-^ 
the  Parries  which  then  divided  the  State  created  &  coniinned  them, 
if  the  same  Trtosnotion  was  to  happen  again  diffennt  Measiues  we 
think  would  be  pursued. 

The  President  has  commnntcated  to  ns  that  he  ha^  received  in  ft 
private  Letter  a  Notification  of  the  Trysl  for  the  1*^  Jane^  which  is 
onite  agreeable  to  oS;  and  the  Letter  has  been  dekvered  to  General 
Arnold  accordingly.  ^ 

'  The  necessary  Connection  of  Evidence  on  one  Pdint  wiU  fail  hj 
the  Absence  of  Clarkson  &  Franks,  bat  as  we  hltve  no  Peabt  it  was 
intentional  we  think  postponing  the  Trial  on  that  icoount  woald 
be  of  Ho  Bffect^as  they  would  not  probably  return  to  these  Parts  tiU 
it  was  finished,  even  if  postponed  to  the  1**  of  July  or  a  later  day.—^ 
We  shall  have  the  Papers  got  in  Readiness  witb  sttch.  other  Prepara- 
^ons  as  may  be  necessary. 

'We  do  not  ei^pect  that  any  Inflacnee  or  Anthority  of  einrs  will 
iticlttce  the  appearance  of  those  fh>m  this  State  whose  Attendance  is 
'necessery— ^we  muet  therefore  endearoir  to  sapply  it  ad  iwel>  as  eir- 
cbmstaoces  will  admit.— We  ore  sorry  your  Exoellr  should  soppoee 
we  had  snspidions  of  the  Honour  &  Impartiality  of  the  Officers  who 
are  to  compose  the  Court — ^if  snch  is  the  natural  Inference  from  our 
Bxpressidns  it  was  a  very  great  Inaecuracy.-^We  thought  there  wan  a 
iliaterial  Distinction  betweiBn  the  doing  an  act  &  the  nature  of  it  when 
^ne*— that  the  Objects  of  Consideration  were  quite  different^  &  from 
Sentitaients  expressed  here  by  some  we  bad  Keaeon  to  apprehend 
that  Persons  nnacquainted  with  the  Nature  of  the  Service  &  the. 
Cousequetices  of  perverting  tibe  pubUo  Waggons,  might  deem  it  a* 
otnall  Matter  ft  treat  it  aeeordingly.^^But  we  would  maob  ratber 
ttnye  omitted  the  Bemark  wholly  than  have  given  Ro0m  for  such  a 
construction. 

We  hopi^  your  Bzeelir  will  excuse  the  Length  of  Aes^  ObseifT*- 
ticmS|  As  we  did  not  apprehend  that  any  such  Consequences  would 
buve  flowed  or  Inferences  hove  been-  draws  fvem  ouiH  of  the  24th  & 
26  April,*  we  have  been  the  more  eoUioitone  to  obviate  then  &  aM 
equally  so  fo  ftvoid  any  Occasion  few  the  like  in  futuret 

When  we  otonsider  the  SituatioB  of  oar  MiUtia  in  this  State  their 
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Deficiency  in  Arms  &  that  those  Counties  from  whence  they  ooght 
to  be  fornifthed  bare  been  bo  oonjstantlj  culled  upon  for  near  two 
Years  that  they  seem  weary  &  averse  to  the  Service  we  fear  it  will  be 
utterly  impracticable  to  draw  out  any  Number  Of  tbem  within  the 
Time  required  &  tho'  it  is  paioful  to  us  to  acknowledge  it  we  think 
•  better  to  do  so  than  to  give  Expectations  which  we  have  so  much 
Reason  to  fear  will  fail.  These  are  the  principal  Piflicultiea  bat  there 
are  others  an  of  Inferior  Nature  which  Time  only  can  remedy  The 
Militia  is  composed  altogether  of  those  who  are  attached  to  the  present 
Oovernment-^they  see  all  the  Appointments  of  Commissaries  Qr 
Master  &  other  Officers  of  Continental  Establishment  bestowed  almost 
without  Exception  on  Persons  opposed  to  the  Governmentr— Many  of 
these  are  profitable,  all  give  an  Influence  of  which  they  $re  never  like 
to  partake,  on  the  other  Hand  it  is  employed  to  se^iiort  opposite 
Measures.  Former  &  late  appointments  have  ran  in  the  same 
Channel,  so  that  the  Body  of  Whigs  in  the  State  have  in  a  great 
Degree  lost  that  Ardour  and  Zeal  which  gives  Life  &  Spirit  to  Service. 
We  wish  it  was  otherwise  &  that  as  a  common  &  indispensible  Duty 
all  Ranks  woaid  concur  however  smaller  Circnmstances  might  run 
counter,  bnt  it  is  to  he  feared  there  is  too  much  of  human  Nature  in 
it,  to  be  easily  rectified.  We  have  long  seen  &  lamented  the  Pro- 
gress of  this  Evil  the  Efiects  of  which  are  every  Da^  more  visible 
throughout  the  State. 

The  imprudent  Behaviour  of  some  Officers  stationed  in  the  Gonntrj 
also  contributes  to  increase  the  Mischief.  The  Inhabitants  of 
Lancaster  County  aotnslky  embocHed  themselves  ag^  Pulaski's  Corps 
and  Colonel  White's  Conduct  at  Lancaster  has  net  lessened  the 
Disquiet.  He  without  any  ProvuestioB  or  as  appears  since  a  mis- 
taken one  the  other  Day  best  the  Attr  Gen>  with  Circwmetiinces  of 
great  Indignity  —  this  the  8d  Time  that  Qffioer  of  the  Got*  haa 
been  so  treated  by  Continental  Officers.* 

*  We  had  yesterday  a  Return  shewn  ns  of  the  Forage  drawn  at  that 
Foet  by  his  Reg'  by  which  it  appears  that  in  the  Time  they  have 
been  there  they  have  drawn  7050  Bushels  of  Grain  &  230  Tons  of 
Itay — No  State  or  County  can  support  suck  Ezpence. — ^These  oir- 
cnrastances  have  a  very  unhappy  Effect  &  the  Contianance  of  Staff 
Officers  whose  Mismanagement  is  so  notortens  iisooursgea  the 
People  in  their  Exertions  for  real  and  actual  service*— We  forward 
ysur  Ezeellx  Letters  lately  received  from  the  Liea^  oi  Lanoastec 
&  York  Counties,  and  as  we  find  that  from  the  Difficulty  of  proeurinc 
BfiTltia  &  the  Period  of  their  Service  we  eannol  draw  that  effect^ J 
Support  from  them  that  we  wish  we  have  endeavoared  to  supply  it,  i« 
the  following  Manner  which  we  believe  yon  may  depend  upon.  We 
are  forwarding  the  6  Companies  of  Rangers  which  will  make  380  men. 
Westmorland  has  raised  2  additional  Companies  under  the  Eaoonr* 
agement  of  Oen'  M'Intosh  &  has  dEsxed  to  raise  anotiier— Norlh- 
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iimberland  has  also  raised  3  Companies  these  will  make  265  Men  & 
tho'  thej-hava  been  raised  by  a  kiod  privale  sabseriptioo  yre  have^ 
encouraged  &  adopted  them  these  will  make  in  the  whole  746  Men 
none  of  less  Term  of  service  than  6  months.  In  addition  to  these  if 
the  command*  Officer  of  the  Expedition  when  he  gets  into  the 
Coontj  finds  it  ezpedieiit  &  praotioable  Orders  will  be  legged  with  the 
Lieotenant  of  the  County  to  comply  with  any  Requisition  he  may 
make  of  Militia  for  the  Purpose  men*'  in  your  Excel I's  Letter  &  we 
hope  in  such  Ci>s6  it  would  be  effectual  as  the  Season  being  past  for 
potting  in  their  Spring  Grain  they  will  have  more  Leisure  & 
Inclination. 

Laat  Year  the  Connt?es  of  T/iDcaster,  York,  Cumberland, 
Berks  &  Northampton  furnished  120O  men  for  the  Frontier  on  this 
side  the  Mountains  Westmoreland  sent  every  Man  that  they  could 
spare  to  Fort  PHt — ^Tbe  unevacuated  Part  of  Northumberland  kept 
alt  their  Militia  undet  Arms  with  Col.  Hartley  the  wbde  Season—* 
Besides  this  Lancaster  has  kept  140  Men  since  last  Fall  k  now  has 
the  same  Number  guarding  Continental  Stores  at  Lancaster  ft  Leba- 
non.— ^Two  buddred  were  also  kepi  on  Duty  the  whole,  of  the 
summer  k  Fall  in  and  about  this  City  for  the  Tike  Purpose. — We 
took  our  Share  of  guard*  the  Convention  Troops  And  since  Proctor's 
Beg*  has  been  ordered  to  march  wc  have  garrisoned  the  Forts  on  the 
Biver.  When  all  these  Circumstances  are  considered  we  hope  we 
shall  not  be  esteemed  so  deficient  in  public  Duty  as  may  appear  at 
first  Sight.  Maryland  has  declined  even  furnishing  a  Company  of 
Militia  to  relieve  Rawlin's  Reg* — &  Congress  has  directed  a  special 
Beg*  to  be  raised  in  Virginia  for  guarding  the  Convention  Prisoners. 

Should  any  Emergency  make  it  expedient  to  call  a  Reinforcement 
of  Militia  to  the  Grand  Army  for  any  special  Purpose  we  think  we 
oottld  promise  your  Etcell'y  a  Body  of  Men  from  the  City  &  adjacent 
Gonnties,  they  net  having  been  called  to  any  other  Duty  for  some 
Time  thaft  we  haiie  mentioned  above  &  we  flatter  ourselves  that  in 
this  Case  many  GenClemen  of  Note  would  set  a  laudable  Example. 

Upon  the  whole  we  beg  Leave  to  assure  yMiff  Ezcell'y  of  our  very 
sincere  Regard  &  most  respectfal  Attachment  &  that  we  shall  on  all 
Occasions  most  chenrfjilly  co-operate  in  any  Measure  you  shall 
reoommend  to  ns '  ■  being  fully  convinced  that  in  all  your  Views  & 
Actions  a  disinterested  Love  to  your  Conptry  &  Begard  to  it^  Safety 
alid  Happiness  are  the  ruling  Principles  of  your  Conduct.  With^ 
these  Sentiments  and  most  nnfeigned  Wishes  for  your  Health 
StKseess  &  Happiness, 

•  •  We  remain  your  Ezcell* 

most  Obed*  &  very 
H'bble  Serv« 
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Oapt.  Mattmw  McHbnrt  to  Captain  C^arlbs  Wilsow 
Pbalb,  1779. 

Allentownshipi  Norlhampton  Oottniy,  May  lOfch,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Inhabitants  of  Ghestnothill,  ToamensiDg  and  Peon  Town- 
ships, having  been  alarmed  by  the  frequent  Murdens  oommitted  on 
the  Frontiers  of  this  State,  &  in  the  latter  end  of  last  Month,  by 
the  inhuman  Massacre  of  four  of  the  Oontinental  Soldien^  with 
their  officers,  on  their  Way  to  Wiominci  made  application  to  th^ 
Constitutional  Society  of  the  Fourth  Battalion  of  Northampton 
County,  for  Advice  or  Instruction  how  to  proceed  under  their  dis- 
tressed &  Alarmed  situation;  and  were  by  ps  recommended  to 
Petition  the  honourable  the  President  &  Council  of  this  State  for 
such  Aid  as  m^ht  in  the  least  expensive  manner  answer  the  ralua^ 
ble  Purpose  of  Quieting  their  Minds,  guarding  or  alarming  the 
Frontier,  (if  occasion  required)  so  that  tbe  Inhabitants  might  follow 
their  difierent  occupations  without  Interruption  or  a  perpetual  ap* 
prehension  of  Danger."*"  They,  in  consequence  of  our  advicei 
formed  the  Petition  which  we  transmit  to  you,  and  at  the  same  time 
sent  a  Line  with  it,  requesting  ua  to  recommend  it  to  our  Brethem 
of  Philadelphia,  that  by  their  Interposition  with  Council  their 
Prayer  might  be  heard.  We  have  examined  their  Petition,  &  for 
the  truth  of  their  sitnation  as  a  Frontier,  therein  represented,  refer 
you  to  Major  Alex'  Boyd,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  Geogra- 
phies of  those  Parts.  We  sincerely  wish  that  tha  Honourable  the 
rreaident  &  Council  would  oonaider  their  situation  as  a  daageroua 
one,  and  so  far  comply  with  the  contents  of  their  Petition  as  that| 
by  their  having  Guards  in  whom  they  can  confide,  they  may  enjoy 
their  Dwellings  without  apprehension  of  Danger* 
1  am  with  sincerity, 

yours,  Ac., 

.  MATTHEW'  MCHENRY. 


Mr.  Andrew  Boyd,  who  is  the  Bearer,  has  been  an  Officer  in  the 
Continental  Army,  was  taken  Prisoner  at  Fort  Washington ;  baa 
constantly  attended  our  Meetings,  &  always  behaved  as  a  Conatita* 
tionalist,  is  by  us  recommended  to  your  Society  as  a  Person  well 
affected  to  the  American  Interest 

Directed,  ' 

To  CapUin  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  in  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  860^ 
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FASfBIPBNT  KbKD  TO  BOAED  07  WaB,  1779* 

In  OoQnoil. 

PhiladelpUa,  May  lOth^  1779. 

The  Advices  reoeived  from  New  York  of  the  actual  saiHng  of 
the  Fleet,  with  a  Body  of  Troops,  tM  ttort  probably  for  &e  West 
Indies,  or  some  other  Part  of  Ameriea,  iodiiee  os  to  .wish  the  March 
of  Ool.  Proctor's  Reg*  mighty  if  practicable,  be  deferred  for  a  few 
Days.  Tho'  the  Enemy  may  notbaye  this  River  &  City  in  Contem- 
plation as  the  Object  of  a  rei^  Attack^  we  think  it  highly  probable 
that  they  may  shew  themselves  by  Way  of  Feint  or  BivisioOi 
which  would  throw  the  City  into  Consternation.  In  this  «itnation 
it  would  greatly  contribute  to  ease  the  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  if, 
instead  or  depending  intirely  on  the  HUitia^  this  Body  of  Artilkry 
could  be  at  Hand  to  throw  into  the  Forts,  in  ease  of  any  faotoliJb 
Appearanoesj  &  we  hope  it  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the  proposed 
Expedition. 

We  some  Time  ago  transmitted  you  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  & 
requested  to  know  whether  this  State  is  to  be  considered  as  a  sepa« 
rate  Department,  within  the  Meitstites  of  that  Rdsolve.*  We  also 
wish  to  know  whether  Gen.  Arnold  has  resumed  Military  Command 
in.  this  State,  as  Papers  have  been  produced  to  us,  signed  by  him, 
since  your  Hon'ble  Board  gave  us  formal  Notice  that  he  bad  r^ 
signed  Command  in  this  State.  Your  answer  to  bo^h  is  desired  as 
'aooii  as  convenitDt 

I  am  Qent*. 

very  respectfully, 

your  obed't  hu'ble  seiv't 
Direciedf 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  War* 


COIiONBL  BbKX.  FlOWBB  tTO   COUNCIL,   1779. 

Philadelphia,  10th  May,  1779— Evening. 
Sir, 

I  am  just  Honor'd  with  the  Request  of  Council,  concerning  the 
want  of  Amunition  for  two  twenty-four  pounders,  and  one  thirty- 
two  pounder  Cannons,  at  Mud  Island,  and  have  to  inform  you  that 
I  understood  there  was  a  sufficient  quantity  sent,  soon  after  the 
Cannons,  agreeable  to  a  Return  made  for  them  by  Colonel  Proctor ; 

*  See  page  256,  889. 
Vol.  VII.-17 
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bat  will  inquire  of  the  Commissary  in  the  morning^  and  if  not^ 
wUl  lay  the  Reqoeat  before  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  &  Ordnance 
for  their  approbation^  and  Reqaest  that  in  all  future  applications  for 
Military  Stores  of  any  species,  the  Hon'ble  Council  will  please  to 
let  their  demand  come  through  the  Chanel  of  that  Board,  as  I  am 
not  authorized  to  issue  any  stores  but  by  their  Orders^  whiUt  theiy 
are  on  the  spot 

I  am  with  due  respecti 

the  Council  and  your 

obed*  scrv*, 

BENJAMIN  FLOWER, 
CoL  A'y,  &  A.  Com'y  Qen'l  of  Mil'y  Stores. 
Directedp 

'  To  Timothy  Matlaek,  Esqr.,  Secretary  to  the  H(»i'ble  Bxecutire 
CounciL    Present 


BOBBBT  MOREIS  TO  COXJNOIL,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  May  lOtfa,  1779. 
Hon'ble  Gent% 

One  hundred  muskets  are  arrived  from  Gape  FrancoiSy  |*  whereof 
for  this  State,  &  one  third  for  Maryland ;  be  pleased  4o  ffiTe  orders 
to  the  proper  officer  to  receiye  sixty-seven  of  them,  &  I  will  cause 
the  same  to  be  delivered  to  him.  ,  The  freight  is  due  to  Messrs. 
Geo.  Meade  *&  Co.,  which  I  will  pay  &  render  you  an  account  thereof. 
With  great  respect  I  am. 

Your  most  obed^  serv*, 

ROBERT  MQRMS.* 
JDirected. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Hon'bie 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  771. 
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Coi.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pbbs.  Bbbs,  1779. 

S', 

'    Two  of  five  German  .deserters,  that  left  York  Island  the  first  of 

this  month;  have  just  now  been  with  me — say  there  are  : 

In  York  Island,  6  Hessian  &  5  English  Reg^. 

In  York,  3  Bat.  British  Grenadiers. 

5  Endish  &  8  German  regiments  embarked  two  days  before  they 
de8ertea--8npposed  to  be  for  Georgia,  the  transports  lay  off  the  city. 

Col.  Emerick's  corps  of  light  horse  at  Kingsbridge,  the  rest  of 
the  cavalry  on  Staten  Island. 

Suppose  their  regiment,  Losbergs,  about  500  strong,  the.  German 
regiments  much  stronger  than  the  English. 

r    Know  nothing  of  the  English  Navy  at  New  York.    Thb  is  all 
the  information  I  could  collect  from  them. 
I  am  with  respect, 

your  Excellencies  most 

humble  &  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

May  10th,  1779. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


Board  of  Wab  to  F&bs.  Bbbd,  1770. 

War  Office,  May  10th,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  honoured  with  yours  of  this  Day.  The  March 
of  Proctor's  Regiment  is  Part  of  a  general  Arrangement,  k  the 
Officer  commanding  the  Expedition  is  to  inform  when  they  are  t* 
move.  We  every  Day  expect  this  Information.  But  if  it  will  not 
materially  interfere  with  the  Plan  of  the  Expedition,  we  shall  be 
happy  to  comply  with  the  Honourable  Conncirs  Requesfi,  &  detain 
the  Regiment  for  a  short  time. 

In  Answer  to  the  Letter  of  the  24  April,*  we  had  the  Honour 
to  receive,  enclosing  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  on  the 
Subject  of  Persons  going  within  the  Enemy's  Lines,  we  can  only 
say  that  toe  never  considered  this  City  or  State  '^  as  a  separate  De- 
''  partment  from  the  Commander  in  Chief."  If  there  were  any 
particular  Circumstances  attending  the  taking  Possession  of  the 
City,  no  Doubt  they  will  be  explained  by  the  Act  of  Congress; 

*  See  pages  256,  839,  985. 
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passed  on  Ihe  Subject  a  short  time^'before  the  Enemy's  Bepartare. 
All  our  Military  Trensactioos  (not  neoessary  to  proceed  immediatelj 
from  the  Board)  which  concern  this  Post  pass  thro'  General  Hogan. 
We  have  not  been  informed  of  General  Arnold's  resuming  the  Coi»- 
nand  sinoe  his  Letter  of  the  19th  March,  Copy  whereof,  for  the 
Information  of  Counci]|  was  by  an  order  transmitted. 
We  are  Sir,^ 

very  respectfully, 

your  obed.  h'ble  Servant^ 

BICHABD  PETBRS. 
By  ivder* 

Directed^ 

Ob  public  iertioa.  To  bis  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Eaqr., 
President  of  the  SupreoM  Szaoutiye  Goaneil  of  PeiUMylTaaiik 
(War  Office.) 


M.  Gekl.  John  Sullivan  to  Pbes.  Bbed,  1779. 

Bead  Quarters,  Easton, 

May  11, 1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  find  that  a  Law  of  your  Stsite  will  taueh  Impede  The  Intended 
Expedition,  unless  your  Excellency  will  procure  an  order  from  the 
Executfye  Couneill  Impowering  the  Quarter  Masters  to  Impress  in 
this  County  such  Waggons,  horses,  &c.,  as  may  be  found  necessary 
ibv  forwarding  the  Stores,  &e.,  over  to  Sosquehanaah. 

You  will  Easily  Diseover  the  necessity  of  this  Measorsi  &  I  deubi 
BDt  of  your  readiness  to  Comply  with  the  Bequest. 

I  most  Intraal  yoiar  attention  to  forward  the  Troope  which  QenL 
Washiogion  Beqnested  from  your  State  for  the  Expedition. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Much  Esteem, 

Y'  Excellency's  most  obed*  Serv*, 

JOHN  SULLIVAN. 
Directed^ 
(On  Publick  Service.) 
Xo  His  Excellencey  Governor  Bead,  Philadelphia. 

M.  Genl.  Sullivan. 
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CouNCiii  TO  Magistrates  op  Baltimore,  1779. 

Counoil  Chamber, 

PhUadelphia,  May  11, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  having  fitted  out  a  Ship  intended  to 
ernize  on  the  coast  for  the  proteotion  of  trade,  finding  some  difficulty 
in  maaining  her,  layed  an  embargo  on  all  shipping  for  fifteen  days, 
in  expectation  that  it  would  be  practicable  within  the  time  to  enlist 
her  compliment  of  men.  Her  sailing  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
a  mutual  benefit  to  the  trade  of  this  and  of  your  State.  But  Cap- 
tain Robert  French  of  Baltimore  has  been  in  this  City,  and  it  appears 
by  the  enclosed  deposition  has  inveighled  away  several  men  actually 
in  the  State  Service,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number  of  seamen  on 
whom  the  State  depended  to  man  their  Ship,  altho'  he  gave  his 
word  of  honour  that  he  would  not  take  any  of  tnem  out  of  the  State, 
and  also  became  bound  with  surety  for  performance  of  his  engage- 
ment. 

The  Bearer  hereof.  Captain  Martin,  in  the  State  Service,  is  sent 
to  your  town,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  recover  the  Seamen  belonging 
to  the  State,  and  the  Council  request  you  will  give  him  vour  assist- 
ance therein,  as  the  authority  of  this  State  will,  on  all  occasional 
readily  do  by  the  officers  of  your  State. 

With  due  respect,  I  am,  jQen*, 
Tour  humble  Serv*, 

J.  R.,  Pres*. 

To  The  Magistrates  of  the  town  of  Baltimore  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land.* 


Pres.  Reed  to  Henry  Fisher,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  11th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  received  Advice  that  on  the  7th  Inst.,  a  Fleet  sailed 
from  New  Tork  with  a  Number  of  Troops  on  board,  its  Destination 
uncertain  ;  supposed  by  some  to  the  West  Indies  or'Gkorgia,  &  by 
others  to  Baltimore  or  some  Port  in  the  middle  States.  We  think 
it  incnimbent  on  us  to  keep  a  proper  Lookout,  for  tho'  this  City  may 
not  be.the  Object  of  their  Attack,  it  is  probable  they  may  show 

*  See  CoL  Bee,  VoL  XI.,  p.  771. 
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themselTdB  ftt  the  Gapes,  with  &  View  to  alarm  &  hanuu  ufl.  I  have 
therefore  direeted  Gapt  Roach  to  go  down  to  yon  to  request  you 
will  with  your  usual  Alacrity  &  Diligeuoe  give  us  all  the  needful 
Assistance;  &  if  they  should  make  their  Appearance,  send  the  earliest 
Intelligenoe  hy  an  Express,  directing  him  to  keep  it  an  entire  Secret 
on  the  Road  &  here,  that  the  Authority  of  the  State  haying  the  first 
Information  proper  Measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  that  Gonster* 
nation  &  Gonfusion  which  is  apt  to  take  Place  in  large  GiUes  upon 
the  expected  Approach  of  an  Enemy.  If  it  is  convenient  we  would 
wbfa  you  to  accompany  Gapt.  Roach  to  Cape  May,  &  there  fix  Mat- 
ters in  such  a  Manner  that  an  Express  may  come  from  thence  undnr 
the  same  Restrictions,  if  the  first  Appearance  should  be  on  that 
Shore.  BesideB  all  necessary  Expenoes,  we  shall  give  the  Messen- 
giers,  if  they  should  come  &  do  their  Duty  a  hand^me  Qratuity;  & 
ahall  pay  a  proper  Attention  to  your  Services. 
I  amj  Sir, 

Tour  very  HVble.  Ser., 

J.R. 
J)ireet€df 
■    To  Henry  Fisher;  Esq.,  at  Lewis  Town. 


Col.  Habtlbt  to  Pubs.  Rbbb,  1779. 

Tork  Town;  May  the  11th;  1779. 
Hon*  Sir, 

The  Commissai^  in  this  County  has  exerted  himself  very  mueh 
in  procuring  Provisions  for  the  Troops  on  the  Susquehanna.  The 
Expedition  on  those  waiters  must  greatly  depend  upon  the  Supplies 
from  benee,  but  unfortunately,  no  Waggons  can  be  provided  in  the 
ordinary  Goorse  to  transport  the  Flour  to  Harris's  Ferry,  where  tha 
Boats  are  to  receive  the  same. 

The  unhappy  Situation  of  the  Frontiers  requires  every  Exertion. 
Tde  River  is  getting  low— Oolonel  Green  will  write-j-I  hope  the 
iQounoil  will  please  to  give  Directions  that  waggons  be  immediately 
impressed  for  transporting  the  ^Flour  to  KelsoeS;  neat  Harris  a 
'¥mj — ^tho  Distance  is  not  thirty  miles  from  York. 
I  am;  with  great  Respeot 
Your  most  obed* 

humble  Serv* 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq^;  Presid*  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Penns*. 
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MUiO&IAJ;  OV  T2B  PIB8T  CiOMPAKT  OT   PHILADELPHIA 

Militia  Artillb&t,  1T79. 

To  His  Ezcenency  Josepli  Reed,  Esq%  PresidenC^  and  tbe  Hon- 
orable Supreme  Ezecutiye  Couucil  of  the  Commonwealth  o£ 
Pennsjlvania. 

Tbe  Memorial  and  PetiUon  of  ttie  fiiai  Gompasy  tf  Philadolphk 
liilitia  AxtUletjT^  OomiBaiided  bj  Colo.  Jehn  Eyie,  aad  now  atotiflned 
•al  Fort  Mifflitt. 

Hambl;  Sheweth, 

That  yoar  PetitioterB  and  ICeniofialista,  again  oalN  out  in 
defence  of  this  State,  being  e^ev  willing  to  exert  onrselves  in  bebatf 
of  the  United  States,  and  this  in  particular,  and  to  support  as  much 
as  in  us  lies,  the  Ylrtnous  Cause  of  Freedom  and  Independency,  have 
ono^  more  ohearftilly  stepped  forth  in  obedience  to  the  Laws  of  one 
Cotintry,  to  act  in  a  Military  Capacity. 

Neyertheless,  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  yoar  Excellency 
and  this  Honorable  Boards  the  Ciroamstanoes  and  Grievanoee  attfnd* 
ing  ourselves  and  many  of  our  worthy  fellow  Countreymen,  who 
having  uniformly  conducted  themselves  hitherto,  are  with  us.  Still 
determined  to  exert  their  utmost  Efforts. 

In  the  Month  of  July,  1776,  We  were  first  call'd  forth  to  Ambov, 
Elissabethtown,  &c.,  to  endeavor  to  repel  the  force  of  a  formidable 
British  and  Hessian  Army  then  landed,  or  landing,  on  Staten  Island. 
We  chearfully  attended  the  call,  and  associated  to  stem  the  Current 
of  their  violent  Determinations  to  destroy  and  ravage  this  Country ; 
at  the  same  Ume  leaving  onr  families  al  every  risque  of  distress  and 
bardshipa,  aad  at  the  mercy  of  tbe  disafl^ected.  Inimical,  or  self  Inttii- 
ested ;  and,  we  might  prasnme  te  say,  the  most  Obnexions  part  of 
the  Oommimity.  Upon  the  return  of  moat  of  oi^  (lor  some  died; 
'If  ere  killed  by  aoeident,  or  taken  prisonenO  We  found  every  neeesi^ 
sarv  and  convenience  of  life  greatly  enhanoed  in  priee,  and  onrselven 
Calominated  and  despised;  as  having  jostly  merilsMl  ew  loss  of 
Bnsiiiess,  Ac.,  by  being  too  forward  in  tekeing  an  Aotivn  |patt,  and 
|)earing  Anns.  But  it  waa  at  ^at  time  bwne  with  potienoe,  in 
esEpeetaUon  of  redress. 

In  the  month-  of  Deoember  following,  when  tbe  British  Anny 
were  attempting  by  crossing  tbe  Jeasej  State  to  take* possession  of 
this  City,  we  were  exhorted  on  the  Commons  (by  a  Qeneral  at  that 
time  much  in  esteem)  to  turn  out  again  and  support  the  Army  of  hia 
Excellency,  General  Washington,  with  the  most  Solemn  assurance 
that  those  who  tnm'd  out  mieht  expect  to  receive  satisfaction  & 
redress  in  the  premises,  and  DeTinauents  pro[)ortional]y  pay  for  their 
refusal.  We,  wHh  a  number  of  virtnous  Citisens  and  Conntiymen^ 
rushed  forth;  notwithstanding  the  Inclemency  of  the  Seaaos,  and  th6 
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Services  ihen  performed,  thro'  the  ABsiatance  of  Divine  Providence, 
ftnd  the  abilitiea  of  oar  Ezoellent  Comaiander  in  Chief  in  the  Defeat 
of  the  British  and  Hessian  forces  at  Trenton  and  Princeton,  are  too 
recent  to  be  recapitulated,  and  will  remain  a  lasting  Memorial  of 
Virtne,  Prudence,  and  Success. 

After  a  Series  of  Hardships  unnsnal  to  Citixens  in  private  life,  and 
not  common  to  Soldiers  in  the  Field,  we  returned,  and  found  thoee 
persona  we  left  behind  had  again  taken  Advantage  of  our  Absence, 
and  enormoaslj  advanced  the  prices  on  every  thing;  this  waa 
encreasing  the  distress  of  the  Aasociaton,  who  were  treated  at  the 
same  time  with  Indignity  and  Contempt  We  had 'Arms  in  oar 
hands,  and  knew  the  use  of  them ;  but  instead  of  avenging  onrselvea, 
or  reflating  on  our  Innate  and  Worse  of  Enemies,  we  patiently 
waited  the  Interference  of  the  Legidative  Authority.  We  were 
amused  by  the  promises  of  Fines,  Penalties,  &c.,  on  the  Delinqaenta 
and  that  the  Yirtuons,  Yolnntary  Militia  would  be  put  on  a  respec- 
table Footing ;  but  we  cannot  help  observing,  that  the  Militia  are 
Viewed  in  the  most  disiespectful  Ught,  and  few  of  the  Fines  then 
mentioned,  or  afterwards  enacted,  but  what  were  artfully  dvaded  so 
as  not  to  comply  with  the  true  End  and  Atention  of  such  Imposition. 

The  Spring,  and  part  of  the  Summer  in  the  year  1777,  pass'd 
without  any  Material  Circumstafncea  respecting  the  Militia,  except 
the  Law  in  that  Clause  provided  Whereby  it  was  enacted,  that  Sub- 
stitutes might  be  allow'd  in  Case  the  rightful  Persons  did  not  appear. 
By  thia  Iaw,  the  Designing  or  disaffected  Secur'd  themselves  by 
hiring  Substitutes,  many  of  whom  Were  not  worthy  of  the  Charge  as 
DOt  being  Citizens;  others  deserted,  whilst  theur  Employers,  by 
staying  behind,  were  reaping  advantage  at  our  Expence,  and  amassing 
Fortunes. 

Tour  Petitioners,  apart  of  the  Sufferers,  (and  acme  of  them  among 
the  foremost)  were,  in  Sepf  and  part  of  October,  in  the  year  1777, 
in  public  Service  as  Militia,  stationed  at  Billingsport,  while  many  of 
our  wives  and  families  were  in  this  City,  then  in  possession  of  the 
Enemy.  Several  have  lost  their  All ;  and  when  we  return^  (as  we 
thought)  happily  to  the  City  last  year,  Shortly  every  Article  of  life 
or  Convenience  was  rais'd  upon  us.  Eight,  ten,  or  twelve  fold  at 
least;  and  many  of  us  are  at  a  loss  to  Ms  day  what  Course  or  Sta- 
tion of  Life  to  adopt  to  Support  ourselves  and  Families. 

The  Honorable  House  of  Assembly  during  their  last  session,  have 
been  pleas'd  to  Enact  a  Supplement  to  the  Militia  Law  impowerinff 
heavy  Fines  upon  Delinquents  not  forming  in  Militia,  or,  when  caird 
out  on  service,  which  we  are  Convinced  was  expected  to  answer  the 
purpose  Intended ;  but  when  wf  consider  that  Men  in  these  Exorb- 
itant Times  can  acquire  more  by  Monopolizeing,  or  by  an  under 
Trade,  in  one  Day,  than  will  defray  aU  their  Expences  of  Fines  or 
Penalties  in  a  whole  year,  We  humbly  presume  the  Midline  and 
poor  will  still  bear  the  Burden,  ijxd  either  be  totally  min'd  by  heavy 
Fines,  or  Bisque  the  starving  of  their  Families,  whilst  themselves 

17* 
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are  fighting  the  Battles  of  those  who  are  Avaricioaslj  intent  on 
Amassing  Wealth  by  the  Destmction  of  the  more  virtuous  part  of 
the  Community. 

These  weighty  Ciroumstances  being  duly  considered,  Tour  Peti* 
tioners  most  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  and  this  Honorable  Board 
to  state  the  Facts,  and  use  your  Interest  with  the  Honorable  House 
of  Assembly  at  their  next  Session ;  either  to  enact  a  Law  whereby 
«Tery  Delinquent,  not  turning  out  in  Militia  when  Legally  call'd 
forth,  may  be  fined  in  proportion  to  his  Estate  ;  or,  otherwise,  take 
of  all  the  Fines  and  Penalties,  and  leave  it  to  the  Militia  who  obey 
the  Call  to  Compoll  every  able  Bodied  Man  to  join  them  in  some 
•  Stationr^  lest  when  the  Militia  are  call'd  forth,  by  leaving  such  num- 
bers of  Disaffected  in  their  Bear,  thev,  by  pursuing  their  usual 
Methods,  render  our  Situation  worse  than  making  us  prisoners  of 
War. 

And  your  Petitioners  and  Memorialists,  as  in  Duty  Bound,  will 
Ever  Pray. 
Signed  at  Fort  Mifflin,  May  12«^  1779.* 

John  McGinly,  Cpt.  of  Artilary, 

William  Thome,  L*  Cap*, 

William  Robinson,  first  L*, 

Samuel  Powell,  2d  Lieut., 

John  Dean,  Cap'  Engineer, 

Samuel  Johnson,  Q'  M'  Serj*, 

John  Bobbins,  1»*   Serj', 

Tho*  Mitchell,  2*  Scrjt, 

William  Clayton,  3«  8erj«. 

Joseph  Carmalt,  "j 

John  Hughs,  I    ^ 

Conrad  Ort,  \   Corporals, 

John  Greble  J 

,  Drum, 

John  Waldrick,  Fife, 


Joseph  Fry,  Conductor, 
Christian  Fiss, 
Henry  Bartleson, 
Edward  Rifiets, 
Samuel  Stern, 
George  Hess, 
John  Barras, 
John  Hoefflein, 
Jacob  Klintuo,  (f) 
Jaoob  Baldwin, 
John  Knight,  Jan% 
Peter  Grub, 
Jacob  Einnards, 
Jofieph  Govett,  Clerk, 


Bombadiera, 


Gunners, 


*  See  CoL  Ree.  Vol.  XL,  p. 
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CharleB  Ejiighty 

John  Cooky 

Jftoob  StatSy 

William  Cemp  Matrosi'a. 

his 

Bedrick  >^  Monsags, 
MarL 

Jonathan  Smith, 

Jaoob  Sander, 
hia 

Jaeob>^  Creaman, 

'       Mark. 

John  Doogan, 

George  M« Allen, 

Thomaa  Morris, 

Sayid  Dickmaon, 
hia 

Griffith  ><j  Griffiths, 
Mark. 

Arekifaald  Stewart, 

Conrad  Piggeon, 

Andrew  W  aiker, 

George  Tell, 

JoaiMi  Oofaoon, 

Banm  Lee,  (f) 

Alex'  Boyd, 

Morrea  Worrel, 

Thomaa  Griffith, 

Ghiorge  Felker. 
Ittdonement. 

1779,  reo'd  May  20«^.     Petition  of  the  ilnt  Oompr  of  MiUtia* 
Artillery  now  at  Mad  Island,  Philadelphia  Coanty. 


JoN*A.  D.  SBBaBANX  TO  V,  P.  Bbtan,  1779. 

Beading,  12  May,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  yet  seen  the  newspaper  of  last  Week  oontainiDg  the 

?ieoe  signed  Juror.  Hope  that  mine  from  Lancaster  has  reached 
Ton. 
I  don't  know  how  you  can  get  a  copy  of  the  indictment  ag"*  Franks. 
Mr.  Bard  has  it  not  here,  nor  I  have  no  Copy.  Among  my  Papers 
possibly  yon  may  find  the  original  Draught.  In  one  of  the  lower 
Pidgeon  holes  of  my  Paper  Case  are  a  Bundle  of  Papers  relative  to 
Franka'  Case,  &  among  them  two  Copies  of  Indictm**;  one  of  that 

*  Sea  CoL  Eec.,  Yat  XL»  p.  776. 
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for  Treason,  which  was  returned  Tgnoramas^.&  the  other  of  that  for 
Misdemeanor. 

We  have  oonvioted  another  Robber  here — a  most  wicked  Villain ; 
One  Brown,  who  was  lately  acquitted  of  a  Burglary  in  Philad*,  &  is 
now  in  Jail  for  his  Fine  &  Fees,  appears,  most  probably,  to  have 
been  one  of  his  accomplices  here.  The  name  &  other  Circumstances 
agree.  I  wish  the  sheriff  might  be  cautioned  to  take  Care  of  that 
Fellow.  The  C.  J.  promised  to  write,  but  he  omits  it  as  yet,  &  I 
wish  the  whole  Group  of  these  Fellows  to  have  Justice  done  tbem. 

When  I  wrote  you  last  I  was  excessively  tired  with  my  Ride  from 
Lancaster;  but  really  it  is  not  in  my  power  to-funiah  many 
remarks  in  the  Case  of  Franks.  You  will  see  in  4  Blackst.  under 
the  Head  of  Misprision,  I  think,  that  a  man  guilty  of  High  Treason 
may  be  prosecuted  for  a  Misdemeanor,  as  was  done  in  the  Earl  of 
Rutland's  Case.  And  Coke  says  that  theie  is 'nething  declared 
Treason  by  the  stat.  25  Edw.  3*^,  which  waa  not  Treason  before  at 
Common  Law.  This  point  of  Law  was  stirred  on  the  Trial  of 
Franks,  &  ruled  in  my  Favour  by  the  GoweL  Thia  offeniDe  seems 
to  be  clearly  within  the  Clause  of  Misprision  of  Treason,  as  well  as 
that  of  High  Treason,  and  our  Misprision^  are  sometl&B^  more  than 
a  mere  Misdemeanor.  They  are  more  lijce  a  ProsDraniiiB.  And 
Ross's  Rule  on  the  Trial  that  the  greater,  offence  •ompriies  in  it 
the  lesser  I  think  is  a  just  one.  By  lowering  the  eharge  ag**  Franks 
so  much  we  thought  to  have  had  him  more  securely  f  and  this  was 
the  Reason  of  the  G.  Jury's  returning  the  Bill  &r  TrssMm  Ignoia- 
mus.    Shew  this  to  Matkok. 

Your  most  hble  ServS 

JONA.  D.  8BRGBANT. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Adee  desires  you  may  keep  in  mind  his  Bosiness. 
Directed^ 
'   .H(tti.  6eerg«  Bryan  Eaq%  Y.^ifiMidf,  Philadelphia. 


PRBSIDBKT  OF  CONGRESS  TO^PRBSIDBNT  RbBD^  1779. 

•      •  •         Philadelphia,  12**  >fay,  1779. 
Sir. 

1  imte  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  hereinth 
enclosed,  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  7**  Inst.,  for  fecilita- 
ting  the  Settlement  of  the  late  Commissary  General  Trumbuirs 
&  other  public  accounts.* 

And  am  with  great  Respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obed*  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY,  Presid*. 
DirectecT, 
To  fiia  &cellency  Ptesideint  Reed. 

*  SMUol.:ftea.  VoL  XL,  p.  776. 
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Blair  McClenachan  to  Council,  1779. 

Aooooni  Sundries  wanted  for  Ship  QenL  Greea. 

800  round  shot  for  the  fonr  pounders. 
600  Double  head    Do.  Do. 

200  Bound  shot  for  three  pounders. 
100  Double  Head  Do. 

50  Round  Shot  for  Six  pounders. 
50  Double  Head  Do.  for  Do. 
5  Sheets  of  Copper. 
800  >»  Sheet  Lead. 
2  Drums  k  2  Kfes. 

Gentlemen^ 

Please  furnish  the  aboye  articles  for  the  ship  GtenL  Green,  as  they 
cannot  be  procured  in  any  of  the  state  stores. 
&  oblidge  Gentlem"^ 

yoor  most  ebed^  Sarv^ 

BLAIB  McCLENACHAN. 
Mem*  by  J.  R. 

Ord'  That  M'  Stiles  make  immediate  Inquiry  whether  the  abore 
Articles,  or  any  of  them,  can  bo  had  from  the  Continental  Commis- 
sary of  Military  StereS)  &  if  so  to  apply  to  the  Hon*>  Board  of  War 
for  an  Order,  it  being  to  replace  Articles  of  the  same  Eini  lent  to 
the  Continent  to  go  to  S.  Carolina  2  months  since.'*' 

JXreetedj 
To  the  Honourable  The  EzecntiTe  Couiicii^  iVes^ 


BoAXD  09  Was  to  Pbbs.  Bajbd,  1779. 

War  Oftee^  May  18th;  1779. 

Sir, 

When  a  detachment  of  Col*  Proctor^s  Reg*  was  ordered  to  Bil- 
liagsport  and  fort  MiflUn,  an  ample  supply  of  ammunition  was  fur- 
nished him,  agreeably  to  bis  own  return.  We  were  therefore  not  a 
little  surprised  to  hear,  within  a  day  or  two,  that  there  was  a  very 
great  deficiency.  Major  Forrest  and  Captain  Craig,  who  commafided 
at  the  forts  declare  that  none  was  used  except  for  the  morning  and 

*  Bee  Col.  Beo.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  776. 
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evening  gnns,  and  to  bring  Yessels  to  agreeably  (as  they  say)  to 
your  Excellency's  orders  ;  except  a  small  quantity  in  firing  a  few 
shells  for.  the  instruction  of  the  Subalterns  and  men.  Admitling 
this  to  be  the  ease,  we  think  there  has  been  a  very  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure of  Ammunition,  as  the  morning  and  evening  guns  at  tha$e 
places  are  perfectly  useless,  and  even  ridiculous,  considering  the 
amallness  of  the  Garrisons  &  forts.  Such  an  idle  waste  were  our 
means  more  ample,  we  should  be  unmiling  to  Supply,  but  from  the 
state  of  our  Stores  we  cannot  do  it.  This  we  mention  to  yonr  Ex- 
cellency that  effectual  measures  may  be  immediately  taken  to  pre- 
vent a  continuance  of  such  waste.  We  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether 
it  is  requisite  in  all  cases  to  bring  jto,  Vessels  passing  up  the  river ; 
of  some  kinds  we  conceive  there  can  be  no  reasonable  suspicion  of 
danger,  and  bringing  them  to  by  firing  must  occasion  an  unnecessary 
expence  of  ammunition,  at  the  same  time  that  it  delays  the  passage 
of  such  Vessels* 

For  your  Excellency's  information  we  inclose  a  Copy  of  the  return 
of  stores  delivered  Col*  Proctor,  and  request  yon  would  order  an 
immediate  return  of  what  remains  at  the  forts  and  fiivour  us  with  ft 
copy,  that  we  may  know  the  real  deficiencies,  and  who  ought  to 
account  for  the  same.  Your  Excellency  will  doubtless  take  such 
precautions  to  prevent  any  future  waste  or  embenlement  as  yoa 
shall  deem  proper ;  permitting  na  to  observe  that  the  state  of  the 
.  pnblic  magazines  requires  the  greatest  economy  to  be  used  in  the 
expenditure  of  Military  Stores,  to  say  nothing  of  the  enormous  ex- 
[  pence  at  which  they  are  now  procured. 

'  We  have  troubled  your  Excellency  with  this  letter^  supposing  you 
not" to  have  been  informed  of  the  abuses  complained  of,  nor  of  the 
State  of  the  Public  Stores ;  knowing  yonr  anxiety  is  equal  to  ours  to 
preserve  with  the  utmost  care  the  necessary  means  of  defbaoe^  aad 
that  you  would  oipit  no  precaution  requisite  to  that  end. 

Since  writing  the  above  we  are  informed  that  Capt.  McGullough 
who  now  commands  at  Billin|psport^  finding  so  great  a  deficiency, 
has  refused  to  take  charge  of  the  stores  there  until  they  are  regularly 
delivered  to  him;  this  we  have  directed  Col^  Proctor  to  cause  to  m 
done  forthwith.  .We  are  much  pleased  to  see  the  militia  officers  take 
BO  cautious  &  prudent  a  resolution. 
. ,    We  have  the  heooa?  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  Your  Excellency's 
most  obed*  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 
'  TIM.  PICKERING.* 

"*  Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  E8q^ 
War  Oflice. 

Indorsed, 

Read  May  15,  1779, 

*  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  779.    Also,  p.  404  of  this. 
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Wm.  Ltok  to  Viob-Pbes.  Bbtan,  1779. 

Carlisle,  May  13th,  1779. 
Hon*  Sir, 

Tout  Letter  giving  the  Reasons  of  Counoil  for  not  complying  with 
the  request  of  Peters  Township  Petitioners  respecting  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  Peace  for  M'  Maxwell,  I  received  '^  M»  Hoge,  and  soon 
afler  delivered  it  ta  Mr.  Johnston,  the  High  Sheriff  of  this  County, 
who  assur'd  me  he  would  take  due  care  to  shew  it  to  the  people 
therein  mentioned.  I'm  well  persuaded  he  will  not  neglect.  I  have 
not  seen  him  since,  therefore  can't  at  this  time  give  any  further  ac- 
count thereof,  hut  shall  inform  how  the  reasons  you  mention  (which 
I  think  very  Justifyable)  take  with  the  Petitioners  and  others  con- 
cem'd,  after  I  come  to  know  it. 

We  have  no  account  from  Pittsburg  of  any  late  depredations 
made  there  by  the  Indians,  but  not  so  upSasquehanna;  the  accounts 
we  have  had  mm  thoiee  vary  greatly ;  the  last  I  had  ytsterday  from 
Justice  Brown  of  Kishaooquillis  Valley,  who  left  that  the  Day  be- 
fore }  he  says  there  had  been  fifteen  or  seventeen  Indians  on  the 
South  side  of  the  West  Branch;  and  killed  a  Certain  John  Sample 
and  his  Wife  in  Buffellow  Valley,  and  that  the  Inhabitants  were 
left  the  place;  that  a  Fort  near  Mr.  Sam^  Wallaces  were  attacked 
by  the  Indians,  but  no  ace*  of  the  Issue;  that  the  kill'd  and  missing 
on  that  Branch  he  did  not  particularly  hear,  but  thought  it  did  not 
exceed  twelve  or  fifteen ^  if  so  much,  but  the  people  were  flying  off 
in  fear  of  a  Large  Number  of  the  Enemy  coming  upon  them,  being 
afraid  that  the  Militia  under  Col.  Kelly  there  was  not  sufficient  to 
.  Cover  them ;  this  account  is  the  most  likely  to  be  near  the  truth  of 
any  I  have  heard,  the  other  former  accounts  we  have  had  being  e^- 
oeedingly  more  alarming  and  not  authenticated  from  any  good 
authority  that  I  oould  find.  Wheat  is  come  to  a  very  great  price 
here;  some  say  80  Dollars^  Bushel,  and  fifteen  pounds  asked  in 
some  other  parts  of  this  County  ;  the  Poor  people  drove  from  their 
Habitations  I  fear  must  sufier  greatly  on  ac*  of  the  excessive  high 
price  of  every  article.  Mr.  Creigh  has  declined  acthig  as  Magistrate, 
and  has  resigned  io  the  people,  as  he  says  he  has  no  occasion  to 
make  a  formal  Resij^ation  to  GonneU,  'Tou'll  have  an  opportunity 
of  talking  with,  himself  on  the  Subject ;  another  is  much  wanted 
here,  and  I  should  he  pleased  that  one  were  Commissioned  out  of 
the  last  return  made  to  Council  from  this  Place.  I  think  Mr.  John 
Carson  was  the  next  highest  on  Return  to  Mr.  Laird  who  was  Com- 
missioned I  he's  a  very  good  man  and  I  think  might  do  very  well. 
-  Mr;  Creigh  will  satisfy  you  p'haps  on  talking  the  matter  over  with 
him  more  fully. 

I  have  always  understood.  Sir,  that  Mariage  Licenses  were  to  be 
given  out  by  the  Prothonotaries  of  the  Different  Counties,  and  that 
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it  was  an  appendage  to  that  partioular  Office ;  whether  it  b  an  ad- 
Tantage  or  a  Loss  to  have  the  Doing  that  bueinesB.I  don't  know, 
but  shonld  be  desirons  of  doing  the' whole  Business  which  of  right 
appertains  to  the  Office  or  Offices  am  Conoem'd  in  at  all  times ; 
therefore  if  saoh  Licenses  are  to  be  Issued^  and  I  of  right  shonld 
have  the  doins  of  it,  I  hope  you'll  remember  to  do  that  Justice 
.which  I  have  hitherto  found  you  dispos'd  to;  the  Gonfidenoe  I  have 
in  his  Excellency  the  President's  firm  attachment  to  Juatioe  &  He- 
gularity  leaves  no  room  for  me  to  Doubt  of  bis  Gonoorrence  in  the 
Measure  as  shall  appear  to  yon  both  to  be  right. 
I  am, 

Hon'd  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  LYON. 
Directed^ 

The  HoQonrabhs  George  Bryan,  Tioe  PreMd«itr  of  the  fluyreme 
.  Sz9o^«  Gouneil,  Philadelphia. 

fav'd  ^  John  Greighj  Esq'. 


GSN]^.  Du  PoRTAIli  TO  PftK,  BaUi,  1779.      . .     . 

Sir, 

As  I  hope  we  have  satisfied  to  the  demands  of  your  Excellency 
and  the  honorable  Oouncil  of  this  States  I  have  the  honour  to  Inform 
them  that  I  wish  to  return  to  Camp  as  well  as  Go}.  De  La  Radiere 
and  Mon.  de  Yillefranche,  if  there  services  are  no  longer  wanted 
here. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 

Your  BxceUenoy's  meet  obedi^nft 
And  humble  Servanly 

DtrPORTAEL* 
Philaddphia,  May  Hth,  1779. 
His  Exoelly.,  J.  Reed,  Presid'  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  *  0ee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  776.    Vote  of  thanks  &o.  f«r  *  plan  of  PaL 
alBO,  770.    And  May  14,  page  408  in  this  VoL 
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CoL.B.  McCalbsibr^  to  Fbbs  Bbbd,  1779. 

Hanover  Town,  May  14th,  1779. 
Hon.  Sir, 

I  wrote  y  Ezoelency  8onie  da^9  past  IU8|>eotinff  tho  Militia,  & 
the  Distressing  Prospect  of  the  winter  Orain,  it  StiU  seems  in  those 
parts  to  appear  More  Distressing,  there  is  Much  more  Grain  Dis- 
troyed  hy  the  frost  than  wass  thongt,  for  as  the  Grain  Qrowes  it 
appears  both  in  Wheat  Ry  and  barly,  the  latter  is  s*  to  be  intirely 
Killed,  the  By  at  least  hi^f  But  most  think  three  parts  in  four  the 
wheat  About  a  forth  part.  The  people  is  all  Exceeding  Busey  in 
preparing  for  Com  Potatoes  Buckwheat  &c.  to  Save  themselves  & 
Greteers  in  the  Winter  there  is  none  like  to  march  in  this  County 
as  I  can  Gnde,  «nder  tkoie  Ci0omostanci9  Iv*  not  iis  yet  called  on 
the  Next  Class  on  duty.  Howerly  Expecting  an  Ans'  to  my  former 
letter  Which  I  sent  by  Cap*  Joans  of  the  Light  Dragoons,  &  wbick 
he  promised  to  Deliver.  On  Sabath  Morning  the  9th  Inat,  Col. 
Stevenson  one  of  the  Sub.  Lie'  Died  Sudently  Col.  John  Carson 
another  of  the  Sub.  Lie'  baa  sold  his  place  Sometime  past,  of  which 
I  acquainted  Council  1  think  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  he  is  to  set 
joS  to  Oaiolina  in  a  few  days—  there  is  a  Number  of  Petitions  Prepa>- 
ring  to  be  Sent  to  the  Hon.  Council  to  Even  be  freed  from  attending 
Master  ontill  the  fall  a  Number  hath  Sent  there  Petitions  adresed 
to  me,  as  thinking  I  Could  Release  them,  &  I  am  told  every  Bata- 
lion  Except  those  that  is  Composed  Mostly  of  Quakers  are  About 
Sendinff  Petitions  to  the  Hon.  Council  praying  some  Relief  under 
the  Hniiia.kw.  Should  I  Call  on  the  Next  Class,  and  none  will 
leave  there  farms.  Seems  Past  a  Doubt  at  Present,  and  should  tha 
fin^  be  JUv'ed  iiqder  those  Oirea]ll»ta^o«s,  I  macb  Dred  the  Cof  se- 
quencis. 

I  Believe  wass  the  Assembly  Siting  there  would  be  Universal 
Prayer  from  this  Countv  &  have  heard  from  Maney  other  Counties, 
to  allow  the  Hiering  oi  the  young  Men  to  Serve  k  the  Mode  they 
seem  mosLfendest  of  is  for  Every  Class  when  Called  on,  far  Each 
Class  which  Consist  Mostly  of  6  to  8  men  to  finde  a  good  afcto 
Boddyfd  man,  t  Saoh  man  in  the  Class  pay  his  Part,  and  tb^  seem 
to  think  that  one  hundred  such  harty  Men  w'  be  worth  5(X)  and 
-take  the  Classes  as  they  Stand,  and  w'  not  Sinke  Money  to  the 
State  as  the  Grate  part  of  tbam  do  when  focsed  ouiU  However  this 
Mode  Seemes  the  Most  Pleasing  at^  Present  to  the  People  k  belieye 
there  Oosdd  be  Constantly  a  supply  of  150  or  200  men  Kept  up  in 
^hia  Conaty  Did  the  Law  Permit  of  it,  in  the  meantime  I  am  Dis- 
tressed to  Know  how  to  act,  at  long  at  I  do  act^  as  I  hope  to  be  Be- 
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leased  by  the  Hon.  Council,  by  Excepting  of  my  iCesignation  & 
appointing  some  abler  hand  to  Execute  the  orders  of  Goancil. 
I  am  with  Much  Esteem 

Y' Excelencies 

Most  ob^  Servant 

R<  M'CALESTES. 
DirecUdf 

His  Excelency  Joseph  Reed  Eq',  President  of  Sapraim  Execative 
Council  of  the  State  of  PennsylTania^  Philadelphia. 

Indorsedy 
Bead  May  21. 


Charles  Pbttit,  A.  Q,  M.  G.  to  Pkis.  Resp,  1779, 

Sir, 

It  is  computed  that  about  forty  Teams  in  Lancaster  Oonntj, 
about  thirty  in  York  County  &  twenty  fire  in  Cumberland  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  Col.  Blaine's  AppKcation. 
I  am  therefore  to  request  that  the  Council  will  bo  pleased  to  give 
Orders  for  the  raising  these  Teams,  which  Orders  will  not  howeTer 
be  used  unless  in  Case  of  necessity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir,  your  most  obed* 
hum'  Sery*, 

CHA.  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  G.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania^ 


Col.  Pettit :  PhUada.  13th  May,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  some  time  ago  given  orders  to  my  Assistants  at  York  i 
Carlisle,  to  apply  to  the  Quarter  Master  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
Teams  to  transport  to  Haris's  ferry  Eleven  Hundred  Barrels  of  Beef 
&  Pork,  twelve  Hundred  Barrels  and  five  Hundred  Kegs  Flour,  and 
fifteen  Hundred  Gallons  of  rum  &  Whisky,  also  my  Assistant  at 
Lancaster  to  send  &  without  delay  four  Hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  to 
Middietoni  they  inform  me  the  Quarter  Master  cannot  furnish  tbem 

*  See  CoL  Kec,  Vol.  XO.,  p.  2. 
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with  Teams,  without  an  order  from  the  Council  to  press,  yon  will 
please  to  make  application  to  the  Oonnoil  for  the  Warrent,  or  adopt 
BBch  other  Measures  as  you  may  think  prudent  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary Waggons. 

am  with  much  respect  Sir, 

your  most  Obd*  & 
most  Hble  Serv* 

:  EPH.  BLAINE,  D.  0.  Q. 

Dtrecied, 

His  Bxoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Esq^  President  of  the  State  of 
Fennsylvttnia. 


Council  to  Gbneral  Du  Portail,  1779. 

In  Council, 

PhQadelphia,  May  14, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honour  of  enclosing  you  a  Resolution  which  has  passecl 
the  Council  unanimously.  We  wish  the  finances  of  our  State  would 
have  admitted  a  more  liberal  grant,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  we 
shall  allways  retain  a  proper  sense  of  your  services  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  on  this  occasion. 

As  Colonel  Bull  who  is  to  execute  the  work  seems  desirous  to 
have  some  assistance  in  staking  out  the  ground,  we  should  be  obliged 
to  you  if  convenient  to  favour  his  request 

1  beg  leave  to  add  my  personal  wishes  and  respects  and  assure 
you  (hat 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir^  your  most  obedient. 

Directed. 
General  Bu  PortaiL* 

*  See  page  400.  also  See  Colon.  Bm.,  YoL  XL,  p.  776.  779. 
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PRBSiDBJErT  Rbbd  TO  BoiRX^  OF  War^  1779. 

Gent, 

Inolosed  we  send  you^  copy  of  a  Letter  forwarded  to  ns  by  the 
LieutenaDt  of  WestmorelaDa  Ooanty  with  the  Information  that  in 
Pursnance  thereof  two  Companies  of  60  Men  each  are  nearly  com- 
pleted &  to  serve  for  6  months,  with  a  Request  that  the  Appoint- 
meats  of  Idie  Offioers  maj  be  oonfirmed  &  the  Men  pat  nnder  the 
same  Footing  as  other  temporary  Troops  are.  We  have  delayed  any 
Answer  because  we  were  not  acquainted  with  Gen*  M^'Intosfa's  powers; 
Put  as  the  Fropttera  are  in  a  most  deplorable  Condition  ft  we  f  nd 
it  very  difficult  to  give  them  effectual  Assistance  by  MiUlja^  we  hava 
concluded  to  support  &  countenance  the  Measure.  And  we  are 
induced  thereto  more  strongly  as  his  Ezcell*  Gen.  Washington  has 
made  a  Requisition  of  600  Miirtia  to  cooperate  with  the  troops  on 
the  proposed  Expedition.  We  find  it  impracticable  to  comply  with 
this  Demand  in  any  Season  &  the  Period,  of  2  montha  being  too 
short  for  real  service  have  encouraged  these  temporary  Inlistments 
as  being  more  permanent  &  producing  better  Troops.  We  find  that 
includiAg  the  5  Compaoies  already  ordered  by  Congress,  there  will 
be  about  700  Men  raised  on  this  Plan  in  Westmoreland  &  North- 
umberland &  probabl  V  Bedford  may  follow  the  Example,  if  bo  they 
will  makeup  800  at  least. 

We  also  forward  to  you  an  Extract  of  a  Iietter  upon  a  Subject 
on  which  we  formerly  addressed  you  &  request  you  will  take  into 
consideration^  whether  the  Mode  sucgested  by  Persons  well 
acquainted  with  the  Circumstances  of  this  County  may  not  be  puiv 
aued  soasio  discharge  their  Militia.  It  seems  to  be  a  general  Expec- 
tation that  the  Dragoons  at  lancaster  might  serve  tke  occasional 
Purpose  of  Guards  &  that  in  so  doing  they  would  be  more  usefully 
employed  than  our  kte  Advices  from  thence  inform  us  they  have 
been. 

Your  favour  of  yesterday*  has  been  duly  received  &  as  we  fully 
concur  with  you  in  the  Propriety  &  Necessity  of  Economy  in  aU 

Jublick  Expenditures,  shall  do  every  Thing  in  our  Power  to  promote 
;  encourage  it.  The  firins  of  Morning  &  Evening  Ouna  was  net 
by  our  Directions  &  we  shall  order  it  to  be  omitted.  We  suppose 
the  Militia  followed  the  Example  of  the  Troops  they  velieved.  It  is 
necessary^that  inward  bound  Vessels  should  come  to  at  the  Fort  on 
many  Accounts,  but  if  fifring  is  necessary  on  such  Ooeasions  we 
think  a  4  pounder  would  be  sufficient  &  the  Officer  commanding  there 
has  applied  for  one  because  he  thought  it  might  answer  all  his 
Purposes.  From  the  Information  received  a  Week  ago  the  Offioers 
of  Proctors  Reg^  &  the  Militia  were  disputing  about  the  Stores,  the 
latter  wanted  to  have  a  Receipt  signed  on  Time  &  upon  Trust  which 
the  other  refused  without  actual  Delivery  &  we  have  Beaaon  to 

*  See  page  897. 
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befiere  that  upon  ioqairy  it  wiil  appeMr  thai  the  Waste  if  any 
made  while  the  Ccmtineiital  Beg^  was  there  this  inquiry  we  would 
wish  to  be  had  immediately  &  have  therefore  wrote  to  Capt.  Jtt« 
GoUogh  b  wben  he  oomee  to  Towu  shall  send  him  to  you.  Assur- 
iug  you  th%t  on  all  Oooasions  we  shall  cheerfully  ooc^erate  with 
you  in  detecting  &  punishing  toky  Abuses  &  Mismanagement  from 
whaterer  Quartars  they  nay  proceed* 
I  am  Oenk 

Your  most  Obed.  Hhlo.  Senr. 

JOS.  REED. 

1779  Mi^  15tb.    To  the  Honble  Board  of  War. 


Col.  Thomas  Proctor  to  Prks.  Errd,  1779, 

Philadelphia,  May  15th,  1779. 
Sir, 

llajor  ]^orrest  has  acquainted  me  you  were  desposed  to  mnt  an 
order  on  the  State  Clothier  for  a  suit  of  Cloathins  for  eaeh  Officer 
in  my  Regimest,  as  also  to  direot  Col..  Farmer  to  Lisue  Two  months 
extra  matters  from  his  store  for  y«  oaase.  And  as  I  am  difectsd  k^ 
a  Letter  rec*  last  evening  from  General  Sullivan  to  be  at  Eastown 
by  the  20th  instant,  hope  the  abovo  may  meet  your  Ezoel- 

lenoys  approval  as  well  to  permit  my  Regiment  to^mareh  on  Tuesday 
next. 

I  am  with  Esteem, 

your  Bsoellenoys  Ob*  Servant, 

THO-  PROCTOR,  Col.  P.  A. 

Directed^ 

Bis  Sxoellenoy  Joseph  Reed>  President^  Pens'l. 


Col.  John  CAnoMims  to  Prbsidbst  Rbbd,  1T79. 

May  15th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  Eoolosed  my  commission  of  Lieutenant  of  the  oounty  of 
Cumberland,  which  you'l  please  to  accept  for  my  resignation  of  said 
office,  as  it  neither  suits  my  Inclination  nor  family  circumstances  to 
serve  any  longer  in  that  business.  I  am  ready  to  settle  my  accounts 
as  soon  as  the  law  comes  up^  to  Direct  ^e  commissioners  apjtointed 
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for  that  purpose  how  to  proceed.  I  am  likewise  ready  to  Deliver 
all  the  public  papers  in  mj  hands  to  any  person  legally  authorized 
to  receive  them. 

The  Militia  Ordered  by  conncil  to  Hannahs  Town  in  westmoorland 
oonnty,  have  with  much  Difficulty  and  Delay,  proceeding  from  vari- 
■oos  causes,  been  sent  forward.'^-the  ravages  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
Susquehana  river,  bordering  on  the  fronteers  of  this  county,  have  ia 
a  great  measure  prevented  the  militia  of  three  battalions  now  called 
to  serve  at  hannahs  Town,  from  turning  out  They  aledging  it  very 
hard  for  them  to  be  sent  away  so  far  and  leave  their  own  fronteers 
and  families  exposed  to  the  enemy,  Who  are  murdering  and  bnmiiig 
every  week  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles. — ^They  say  tiray  are  willing 
to  serve  upon  their  own  fronteers,  but  to  be  Tdren  so  far  away  and 
leave  their  own  families  in  such  a  Dangerous  Situation,  they  wUl  not 
submit  to,  let  the  consequences  be  as  it  will,  to  levy  fines  from 
Delinquents  under  these  circumstances  seems  very  severe,  perhApt 
council  may  find  some  way  of  relief. 

I  am  Sir,  with  much  respect,    . 

your  very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  GABOTHERS. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  preaident  of  the 
common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Genl.  Washington  to  Council,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Middle 
Brook,  May  I6th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  not  yet  been  favoured  with  an  answer  to  the  letter  which 
I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  you  on  the  27tb  ult".*  Whatever 
may  be  the  determination  of  the  Council  respecting  the  alternative 
proposed  of  the  first  of  June  or  July  for  General  Arnold's  trial,  I 
am  anxious  to  be  informed  of  it,  that  no  time  may  be  lost  more  than 
cannot  be  avoided.  If  the  witnesses  are  to  be  called  from  Carolina 
•—the  summon  ought  to  go  to  them  without  delay.  I  have  received 
another  letter  from  General  Arnold,  pressing  for  a  speedy  trial. 
That  Gentleman'^  situation  is  very  interesting  to  his  character  and 
feelinp,  and  gives  him  a  right  to  expect  from  me  as  a  piece  of  jus- 
tice, that  his  fate  maj  be  decided  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  oonsisteni 
with  a  full  and  free  investigation.  If  he  should  be  found  innocent, 
the  sooner  he  is  acquitted  the  better,  if  guilty  justice  cannot  take 

*  See  page  861,  877. 
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plaoe  too  soon.  At  the  same  time  that  I  wish  the  Council  to  he 
assured  that.  I  am  as  nn willing  to  p/eeipitate  as  to  retard  the  trial, 
I  am  persuaded  they  will  cheerfully  enable  me  to  act  such  a  part  as 
will  avoid  the  imputation  of  unneoessary  delay ;  and  will  be  pleased 
to  afford  me  the  aid  requested  in  my  last. 

The  preparations  for  the  Western  expedition  are  in  such  forward- 
ness, that  I  am  putting  all  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  it,  in  motion. 
I  request  the  Council  to  hasten  up  those  which  the  State  is  to  furnish 
towards  this  important  undertaking.* 


Thomas  Fitzsimons  to  Col.  Matlack,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Certificate  from  Mr.  Holker  as  Agent  to  the  Marine  of  franco, 
was  considered  as  the  foundation  of  the  requisition  to  dear  out  the 
Vessel! — nor  did  I  think  it  necessary  the  owners  should  at  all 
appear  in  the  matter. 

I  hope  my  not  signing  the  application  was  not  Considered  as  any 
intentional  slight  to  Couneill — which  was  far  from  my  intention,  bat 
I  should  be  sorry  if  any  informality  of  that  kind  would  be  the 
means  of  detaining  the  Minister  of  firances  dispatches. 
I  am,  Sir, 

y  h'le  serv*, 

THO  MTZSIMONS. 
May  15, 1779. 

Directed, 
CoL  Matlack. 


From  the  Owkbrs. 

The  Schooner  Swan,  chartered  by  John  Holker,  Esq',  Agent  for 
the  Marine  of  franco,  being  loaded  &  ready  to  depart,  the  owners 
pray  the  Hble  ConncUl  to  give  the  Necessary  directions  for  clearing 
her  out. 

GEO.  MEADE  &  CO. 

Philad-,  15  May,  1779. 

*  The  remainder  of  this  letter  appears  to  faaTe  been  torn  off;  leaTing  neither 
siguature  nor  address.    See  letter  to  bim«  May  8,  page  877. 
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Gjsn.  Hand  to  Pbbs«  Bbbd,  1779. 

WyomiDg,  IMk  May,  1770. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezo^  has  doubtless  been  informed  of  the  Bavftgea  oommitted 
ly  the  Indians  on  the  Frontier  of  Northumberland  in  April — theae 
depredations  are  distressing  to  every  person  &  must  be  particularly 
80  to  yotir  Ezc^^y  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
them — we  have  at  present  about  400  R.  &  File  for  duty  here,  100 
at  Fort  Jenkins,  100  at  FortMiMMy  &  70  at  Sunbury— the  11th 
Pennsylvania  Reg*  composes  the  three  hist.  I  expect  the  enemy  will 
have  parties  on  tBe  Frontiers  in  about  ten  days,  agreeable  to  their 
usual  Practice,  shall  then  encrease  my  Scouts,  if  any  thing  happens 
worth  troubling  you  with,  will  take  the  liberty  of  communicating  it. 
I  am  Sir,  with 

much  respect  your 

Exoy»  Most  obed*& 

Most  Hble  ServS 

EDW*  HAND. 
Pirectecly 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Exc'y  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezee. 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  ^t  Philadelphia. 


Das.  Rush  &  Hutchinson  to  Council,  1779. 

To  The  Honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

After  expressing  our  acknowledgements  to  the  Honorable  Executive 
Council  for  appointing  us  Inspectors  of  sickly  Vessels  We  beg  leave 
to  inform  the  Council  that  we  have  been  prevented  from  executing 
the  Trust  reposed  in  us  by  the  want  of  a  Person  known  in  a  former 
Law  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  name  of  a  Health  Officer  whose  Business 
consisted  in  viaitine  all  ships  that  came  into  the  Port  &  (in  all  Gasea 
the  least  suspicious)  in  calling  upon  one  of  the  Inspectors  to  examine 
the  Health  of  the  Crew,  in  order  to  prevent  any  contagious  Diseases 
being  brought  into  the  City.  We  are  the  more  induced  to  make  this 
application  to  the  Council  at  the  present  Juncture,  as  the  Citizens  of 
Philadelphia  have  been  lately  alarmed  by  the  Crew  of  the  Dean 
Frigate  being  landed  and  lodged  amongst  them,  many  of  whom  it  is 
said  labour  under  Fevers  of  a  contagious  Nature. 

We  beg  leave  to  request  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  ap- 
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pmiitBieiit  of  a  Health  Offioer,  ft  to  such  Instniotiona  as  they  shall 
M  pleased  to  give  in  the  Line  of  their  Duty  to  their  most^ 
Obedient  Seryanta 

JAMBS  HUTCHINSON. 


May  15th,  1779. 


BENJ-  RUSH. 


Gen.  Du  Portail  to  Pees,  Reed,  1779, 

Hon"*  Sir, 

These  Gentlemen  and  myself,  are  extremely  satisfied  to  have 
answered  the  Views  of  your  Exoellency  and  the  Hon"*  Council ;  the 
marks  of  satisfaction  which  they  are  pleased  to  show,  are  dear  and 
pretions  to  us.  We  beg  your  Exoellency  and  the  Hon"»  Council 
irill  aocept  of  our  grateful  thanks. 

Col.  I^laradiere,  an  Officer  of  great  Capaeity  in  his  profession,  ia 
Satisfied  to  Remain  here  about  a  couple  of  Weeks  longer,  to  lay  ou* 
the  principal  Lines  of  the  Fort. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  he 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Hon***  Sir  your  ExceUeacy's 
most  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant, 

DU  PORTAtt. 
Philadelphia,  May  y*  15th,  1779. 
Dtrededy 

His  Exoell'oy  J.  Reed,  Esq.,  Flresid*  of  y«  State  of  Pennsylv*. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Officer  at  BiLLiKaspoRT,  1779, 

Li  Gouneil. 

Philadelphia,  May  17, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  having,  hy  their  Proclamation,  extended  the  Embar- 
go'*' on  all  ships  and  other  vessels  until  the*first  day  of  June  next 
you  are  to  stop  all  vessels  outwiird  bound*  unless  they  produi)e  a 
apecial  pass  from  this  Council,  under  the  less«8eal  of  the  state. 

The  Board  of  War  having  represented  to  this  Council  tiiat  some 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Tol.  XL,  p.  782,  783,  784. 

vot.  rn.— 18 
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diffiouhies  have  arisen  in  transforing  the  Stores  at  Billingsport  k 
Mud  leland,  from  Col'l  Proctor  to  you.     It  will  be  proper  for  jou 
to  explain  the  matter  to  that  Board  immediately. 
With  due  respect  I  am, 

your  humble  servant^ 

J.  HEED,  Pros*. 
Directed, 
To  Officer  commanding  at  Billiugsport  and  Mud  Island. 


Hbnkt  Fxshbr  to  Frbs.  Bked  1779. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  letter  by  Captain  Boach,  the  contents  you  may 
Belie  on  shall  be  strictly  observed  by  me,  and  I  shall  take  Care  to 
give  you  the  Earliest  Advice  upon  the  appearance  of  any  number 
of  Ships  that  is  seen  from  this  Place. 

I  likewise  have  been  over  to  Cape  May  with  Captain  Boaeh,  and 
agreeM  with  Mr.  Abraham  Beunet  to  Doe  the  like  at  their  Cape. 
Mr.  Bennet  is  a  very  good  man,  and  bis  boose  CommaDds  a  fine 
Prospect  of  the  Sea  to  the  Eastward.  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  ioform 
you  that  there  has  not  been  seen  from  here  any  of  the  Britisli 
Cruioers  thb  two  weeks  Past. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  due  respect, 

your  very  humble  servapt, 

HENRY  FISHER. 
Lewis,  May  18, 1779. 
Directedf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  Philadelphia.  ^  CapUin 
Isaac  Boaoh,  Public  Service. 


Jos.  Kendall  to  President  Beed,  1779. 

Sir,   . 

A  party  of  Gentlemen,  of  which  I  made  one,  having  received 
some  intelligence  of  the  rout  of  the  Smiths,  who  murdered  Mr. 
Boyd,  went  yesterday  Even'g  in  pursuit  of  them,  into  the  Jenwjs, 
(accompanied  by  iMr.  Taylor,)  &  upon  the  Banks  of  Oldmans  Creek 
surrounded  the  House  of  a  Mr.  Hewes,  who  they  took  Prisoner  & 
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foand  Smith  there  in  his  PossessioQ.  From  his  confessioD  ft  n 
variety  of  other  circtimstaaces,  it  appears  that  he  ft  several  others 
were  privy  to  their  escape.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  we  have  %t 
least  &llen  in  with  a  link  of  that  chain,  which  will  lead  to  further 
discoveries. 

In  consequence  of  this  we  have  apprehended  one  other,  and 
momently  expect  two  more.  The  Qentlemen  have  desired  me  to 
give  yon  this  Information,  ft  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  they 
were  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than  serving  their  Country,  ft 
bringing  such  Persons  to  Punishment,  as  none  of  'em  knew  of  any 
reward  at  the  time  they  undertook  the  expedition  ;  for  my  own  part, 
should  we  succeed  in  our  attempt,  I  discUum  every  Idea  of  it.  We 
are  greatly  fatigued^  having  marched  on-  foot  the  whole  Night,  ft 
but  just  returned,  which  will,  I  flatter  myself,  apologize  for  the 
incorrectness  of  this  address* 

The  Number  of  disaffected  were  so  great  that  we  could  not 
continue  our  pursuit,  not  having  sufficient  data  to  proceed  further. 
I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  whole, 

your  Excellency  most 

obed't  h'ble  serv't, 

JO.  KENDALL. 

Chester,  May  18th,  3  o'clock,  P.  M.     Excuse  paper. 

The  Parties  have  not  yejb  been  examined  by  a  Magistrate. 
Direeiedf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  Philadelphia.  Pnblio 
service. 


Col.  Francis  Johnston  to  Prbs.  Esed,  1779; 

Camp,  at  Millstone,  (?)  May  18,  1779. 
May  it  please  Your  ExcelU, 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excell*^  that  many  of  the  very  best 
officers  in  our  Line,  are  still  extremely  destitute  of  Cloathing,  ft 
unless  some  steps  are  immediately  taken  to  supply  them  with  this 
Article,  I  am  but  too  confident,  we  shall  very  soon  lose  many  of 
them. 

The  good  Intentions  of  your  Excciry  ft  of  the  State  towards  us. 
We  with  pleasure  acknowledge,  but  we  cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that 
these  Intentions  are  in  some  measure  frustrated  by  the  persons 
employed  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

Some  of  the  necessaries  lately  sent  us  by  Mr.  Farmer  are  totally 
nnfit  for  use,  others  of  tLem  are  bat  very  indifferent.    And  sot- 
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witbstandiDg  the  promise  of  the  Stete,  to  supply  us  with  Cloftthiogy 
we  have  not  yet  experienoed  any  good  e&ots  ariaiDg  from  this 
promise. 

I  trust  yoar  Exoeli'y  will  not  esteem  me  forward  in  writiag  thus 
openly  to  you  on  a  subject  which  so  immediately  relates  to  oar 
oomfort  ft  oonvenienoe. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  people  who  are  fond  of  endless'  oon^lain- 
ing,  &  if  I  were,  I  should  not  think  them  prudent  at  this  time,  as  I 
am  certain  nothing  but  the  Bamumyy  FcrtUudzy  4s  Virtue  of  the 
Army  can  possibly  save  the  Country ;  but  I  must  say,  my  appro* 
bensions  are  great  reepeoting  the  presest  state  of  the  Army  and 
oonsequentlv  of  the  Country.  Tour  ^zoell'y  well  knows  that  our 
Pay  is  merely  nominal  at  present^  &  the  depreciation  of  the  ourrenojF 
beoomee  greater  every  ^j^  &  the  necessaries  of  lifo  scaroer,  i 
consequently  dearer ;  however,  this  is  a  subject  on  which  I  should 
not  wish  to  dwell,  besides  tis  needless  to  mention  things  to  yeur 
Ezceiry  with  which  yoo  are  already  so  well  aoqusinted. 

As  the  Division  at  present  has  no  other  Commanding  Offioer  than 
myself,  I  hope  your  Excell'y  will  impute  the  liberty  I  have  taken 
to  my  zeal  for  the  service  at  large,  as  well  as  my  particular  attaoh- 
ment  to  the  Penn*  Line. 

I  have  ^e  honor  to  be, 

your  SxceU'ys  very  h'ble  serv't, 

F.  JOHNSTON. 

P.  S.  We  should  be  happy  to  have  your  Exoelleneys  instructions 
respecting  the  Distribution  of  a  number  of  shirts,  which  the  Btsta 
lent  qe  by  Captain  Lang. 

F.  J. 


Francis  Wadb  to  Col.  John  Mitchell,  1779. 

Wilmington,  18th  May,  1779. 

4  o'clock — ^Aftemoon, 
Dear  Sir, 

1  ha;va  this  moment  received  an  account  ^  the  Express,  that 
takes  this  that  the  Enemy  have  landed  and  taken  possesdon  of 
Portsmouth  in  Virginia. 
.    I  am  Sir, 

your  humble  servant, 

FEANCIS  WADE,  D.  Q.  M.  G'L 
P.  S.  The  accounts  I  have  by  letter.  Bays  that  they  were  on  their 
maroh  to  Suffolk  with  4000  Men,  and  that  it  was  generally  thought 
that  they  would  proceed  to  Baltimore. 
Directed^ 
To  Col.  John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  H.  O'l. 
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Rbsoltjtion  op  Oonqrbss,  17T9. 

In  GongresB, 

18  May,  1779. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from 
Leonard  Albony  &  others,  report, 

*^  That  being  eonvinced  from  a  variety  of  ooncorrent  testimony  ft 
eirenmstanoes  the  distresses  of  the  Bermudians  are  not  ezaggerated| 
and  that  any  provisions  which  may  arrive  at  their  Island  will  be 
faithfaUy  and  entirely  applied  to  their  use ;  having  also  coUeoted  a 
number  of  important  vouchers  in  proof  of  their  warm  attachment  to 
these  States,  &  being  moreover  assured  by  the  Minister  of  France 
that  his  Court  will  cordially  aoquiesco  in  any  measures  which  the 
policy  of  Congress  may  adopt  in  behalf  of  thOee  suffering  Islanders, 
they  ore  of  opinion  that  notwithstanding  the  resolutions  of  Expe«> 
dieney  of  7th  Instant,  some  mode  of  immediate  relief  to  that  dis* 
tressed  people  ought  to  be  adopted,  &  therefore  do  earnestly  reoon^ 
mend  the  following  resolution. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  Bzeoutive  Powers  of 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  &  North 
Oarolma  respectively,  to  permit  one  thousand  Bushels  of  Indian  corn 
to  be  exported  from  eaeh  of  the  said  States,  for  the  relief  of  the 
distressed  inhabitants  of  those  islands,  and  that  it  be  required  of  the 
Captains  of  any  Vessels  On  board  which  the  said  Corn  sfaaii  be  laden 
to  return  to  the  respeotive  executive  powers  aforesaid,  Certificates  of 
the  delivery  and  faithful  appropriation  of  the  said  provision,  under 
the  signature  of  at  least  two  of  the  prineipal  Inhabitants  gf  the  said 
Islands. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  report, 

Bcsolved,  in  the  affirmative* 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 

*  See  Colon.  Bee,  Vol.  XL  p.  782. 
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Pbbst.  Beed  to  Gol«  B  MoGalb8TB%  1779. 

In  Counoil; 

Philad-,  May  18tb,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  4th  Inst,  baa  been  dalj  received,  it  gives  ub 
ibe  most  sensible  Concern  to  find  that  notwithstanding  the  wholesome 
&  beneficial  Laws  provided  for  the  common  Safety  &  Protection,  and 
at  a  Time  when  the  Execution  of  them  is  the  most  necessary  for  the' 
Belief  of  our  suffering  Brethren  on  the  Frontiers,  those  who  an 
blessed  with  safe  &  secure  Dwelling  should  refuse  to  give  them  the 
small  Assistance  required.  If  tbey  were  connected  with  ns  by  no 
other  Ties  than  Fellow  Men,  &  Christians,  one  would  have  thoaght 
a  large  County  like  yours  would  at  all  Events  have  given  them  the 
support  desired,  Nor  are  we  the  less  surprised  that  York  County 
should  require  a  diflerent  Law  from  other  Parts  of  the  State ;  in  other 
Places  the  Militia  Law  is  found  salutary  &* effectual  your  County 
concurred  in  making  it,&  must  in  a  little  Time  however  secure  th^ 
'may  now  think  themselves  feel  the  Consequences  of  despising  ft  re- 
fusing it,  as  it  cannot  but  happen  that  the  Inhabitants  who  are  now 
a  Frontier  to  yon  finding  that  your  County  will  do  nothing  for  them 
in  the  Hour  of  Distress  will  retire  farther  in  &  in  a  little  Course  of 
Time  yon  will  feel  in  your  own  County  the  Calamities  which  you 
refuse  to  repel  in  others.  We  would  wish  you  to  lay  these  thtngi 
lefore  the  Sub  Lieutenants  &  other  Persons  &  also  seriously  refleot 
in  what  Point  of  Light  yon  will  be  view'd  by  the  other  Parts  of  the 
State,  if  yon.  refuse  obedience  to  Laws  at  all  Times  necessary  but 
particularly  so  at  this  Time  when  a  desolating  War  is  actually  raging 
on  each  side  of  the  State.  Yon  say  *^  thev  seem  exceeding  willing 
to  have  the  young  Men  go  if  there  was  a  law  for  so  doing.''  You 
must  be  sensible  U&e  making  of  new  Laws  does  not  lay  with  us,  our 
Duty  is  to  see  those  executed  which  have  been  made  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  People  for  common  Benefit  And  as  the  Militia 
Law  now  is  enforced  with  sufficient  Penalties,  we  have  forwarded  the 
late  Supplement  ft  must  call  upon  you  to  proceed  therein  in  a  regular 
Manner,  not  only  imposing  but  actually  levying  the  Fines  upon  De- 
linquents ft  if  any  farther  Difficulties  should  ensue  we  request  the 
most  early  Information,  that  suitable  Remedies  may  be  applied. 
We  cannot  but  believe  that  those  who  are  well  affected  to  the  Liberties 
ft  Independence  of  America  ft  more  especially  those  who  are  attached 
to  the  present  Government  will  give  you  their  fullest  Aid  ft  Support, 
as  they  must  be  sensible  that  nothing  can  so  effectually  encourage 
the  common  Enem^  ft  weaken  Government  as  to  find  a  whole  County 
drawing  itself  off  from  a  most  important  Duty  not  only  of  Society 
but  on  this  occasion  even  of  Humanity  itself.  And  we  trust  there 
are  none  so  wicked  as  to  disconntenance  the  Service  from  any  mean 
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ft  unworthy  Views  of  Party.  We  would  wish  you  to  address  your- 
self  to  the  Reason  &  good  Sense  of  those  who  have  Weight  &  Confi- 
dence with  the  People,  &  we  flatter  ourselves  that  a  proper  Befleotion 
upon  the  Consequences  of  such  Proceed**  will  have  its  due  Weight 
&  bring  about  tf  Change  of  Sentiments  &  Condaot. 

You  have  expressed  a  Wish  to  resign  and  we  shonld  be  willing  to 
comply  with  your  Request  if  it  is  really  disagreeable  for  you  to  con- 
tinue longer,  but  we  think  the  Time  unsuitable.  As  there  has  been  a 
Belaxation  of  the  Law  &  Indulgence  given'both  in  the  Mode  of  calling 
out  Men  &  remitting  the  Fines  which  (however  well  intended)  has  laid 
the  Foundation  of  this  Weakness  in  Government,  we  trust  you  will 
see  the  evident  Propriety  of  continuing  in  the  Office  till  the  Efficacy 
of  the  Law  is  in  some  Degree  restored  &  year  Successor  find  himself 
in  a  Capacity  to  execute  it.  And  we  hope  that  exerting  yourself 
with  Steadiness  &  Firmness  &  availing  yourself  of  the  kind  Offices  of 
those  who  will  be  disposed  to  support  Law  &  Oovemment  you  wiU 
find  less  Difficulty  than  you  have  done  hitherto — But  should  the 
Office  be  inconvenient  to  you  afterwards  we  shall  not  press  a  longer 
Continuance. 

In  the  mean  Time  it  is  our  clear  &  explicit  Sense  &  so  we  direct, 
that  yo.u  immediately  proceed  with  the  Classes  in  Time  to  perform 
the  present  Service.  That  if  the  Class  does  not  conform  to  the  Law 
the  Delinquents  be  fined  &  the  Fines  duly  collected  without  Favour 
or  Affection  &  having  a  due  Regard  to  Inability  of  Body  &  Estate 
meeting  iuthe  same  Person  &  not  construing  the  Law  to  favour 
either  singly,  and  it  is  our  clear  opinion  that  all  Persons  liable  for 
former  Delinquencies  be  called  upon  A  in  like  Manner  compelled  to 
make  due  Submission  to  the  Laws  by  paying  the  sums  for  which  they 
vtand  now  liable.  This  will  be  also  doing  J  ustice  &  giving  Satisfac- 
tion to  those  who  are  now  called  on  for  a  regular  Discharge  of  their 
Paty  &  shonld  a  total  Failure  be  the  Consequence  we  would  wish 
70U  &  the  Sub  Lieutenants  to  make  a  formal  Representation  thereof 
to  OS  containing  the  Reason  given  by  those  who  refuse' Complianoe, 
That  ft  may  be  laid  before  the  Assembly  at  their  next  Session. 

It  has  been  on  this  Occasion  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  the  Ex- 
ample of  York  has  infiuenced  Lancaster  &  we  fear  may  reach  Cum- 
berland for  they  say  very  naturally  &  Justly  why  shall  this  Service 
be  emposed  on  us  when  our  Brethren  &  Fellow  Subjects  in  York 
remain  at  Home  attending  their  private  Business.  As  to  the  State 
of  the  Militia  in  this  City  &  the  adjacent  Counties  it  never  has  wore 
a  more  fiourishing  Aspect  since  the  Change  of  Qotemm*  the  Law  is 
executed  &  we  have  found  no  Difficulty  in  drawing  out  the  Classes, 
or  such  Part  of  them  as  were  necessary  for  actual  Service.  We  had 
Detachments  all  last  Fall  in  the  Service  of  Congress.  The  Forts  on 
the  River  are  now  garrisoned  by  the  Militia  who  have  chearfuUy  left 
their  Homes  &  given  up  their  Business  for  2  Months.  W®  ^^P^ 
when  all  these  things  are  laid  before  the  People  &  duly  considered  a 
better  Spirit  will  manifest  itself. 
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We  shall  be  glad  to  hetft  firom  yoa  on  this  important  Sahjeet  m 
soon  as  possible, 

&  am  Sir  yonr 

Ob.  HMe  Ser?*, 

J.  K. 

P.  S.  We  mean  that  all  those  who  were  oalled  last  Summer  k 
upon  whom  Fines  were  imposed  which  jet  oontinue  unpaid  be  col- 
lected and  when  upon  an  Appeal  the  Fine  has  been  mitigated,  the 
mitigated  Fine  to  be  oalled  for  &  in  future  the  law  strictlj  oomplied 
with.  Whatever  Irregularity  there  may  have  been  by  the  former 
Construction  of  the  Law  so  as  to  remit  the  Fine  or  any  Park  on  any 
mistaken  Principle  we  suppose  cannot  now  be  remedied,  but  it  is 
highly  reasonable  that  if  those  are  compelled  to  pay  the  whole  Fine 
where  there  has  been  none  remitte^i  that  what  was  not  remitted  be 
paid  up  fully 

IHrected, 
Tq  Colonel  Bichard  M^Callister. 


Pbes.  Bbbd  to  Willum  Hskby,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  have  thought  it  might  be  beneficial 
to  the  puUick  to  solioit  the  Attention  of  Congress  to  the  unhappy 
State  of  our  Money — We  have  therefore  signed  the  Petition  it  is  also 
signed  by  the  Maffistrates  of  the  City,  we  would  desire  you  to  get  it 
signed  by  the  Field  Officers  of  the  Militia  &  then  to  return  it  to  us, 
that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  City  ia  some 
propwr  Way. 

I  am  SiTi  your 

Obed.  Hble  Serv«, 

JOSEPH  REED, 

President 
Indaried^Mtkj  18, 1779. 
•    To  Wm.  Henry,  Esq.,  Lientenant  of  the  City  of  Philad*. 
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!Pbbs.  of  Congrbss  to  Pres.  Bebd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  19th  May^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  tranamiHing  to  your  Ezoelleney  herewith 
encloaed  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  18tk  Inst,  for  affording 
Belief  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  of  Bermuda. 
And  am  with  great 

Bespect  your  Exoellency's 

most  obed'  Serranti 

JOHN  JAY,  Presid* .♦ 
DirecUd^ 

His  BxoeUeBey  President  Beed* 


BOBfiRI   MORBId  TO   pRES.  ReED|  1779^ 

PbUad^  May  19ib|  1779. 
Sir, 

Another  paroell  consisting  of  Fifty  flnDdDsis  are  arriyed  from  Cape 
Francois  by  the  Sloop  Banger,  Capt  Hunn  f  ds  whereof  on  aco^t  of 
Pennsylvania  k  id  intended  for  Maryland.  If  you  please  to  direct 
th^  proper  officers  to  receiye  Thirty  three  of  them,  they  are  ready  to 
be  delivered  and  I  will  settle  the  freight  for  which  shall  reader  aa 
aocount  in  due  time. 

Having  the  Honor  to 

remain  your  Ezcy's 

most  hble  Serv't, 

BOB'T  MOBBIS.t 

Dxreciedy 

To  His  Ezc'y  Jos.  Beed,  Es^,  President  of  the  .Honble  Sup"* 
E:  Coitneil,  Pennsylvania. 

*  deeGoL]too.«yol.2;i.,p.782,  788^  and  page  418  «f  this, 
t  See  CoL  Ree.,  Vol.  :2U.,  p.  761. 
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Board  of  Wab  to  PBESiBBirr  Bbsd,  1779. 

War  Office,  May  19, 1779. 

Sir, 

The  military  Bioies  designed  for  the  Indian  expedition  are  to  be 
conveyed  from  hence  to  Estherton,  on  SuBqnehannah,  from  whence 
we  expected  they  would  be  guarded  by  Col.  Proctor's  reg^,  but  this 
is  now  ordered  to  Easton,  to  take  charge  of  the  field  pieces  which  are 
to  go  from  thence  directly  to  Wioming.  Upon  representing  the 
matter  to  Qenl.  Sullivan,  he  returned  an  answer  that  he  supposed 
the  six  companies  of  militia,  raising  in  this  state,  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  and  might  be  ordered  accordingly ;  tho'  he  had  not 
conceived  any  great  danger  in  the  passing  of  the  stores  on  that  route. 
As  we  are  ignorant  what  state  these  companies  are  in,  and  they  are 
subject  to  your  direction,  we  must  request  the  necessary  orders  may 
be  given  for  the  purpose.  L*  Col.  Forrest  will  accompany  the  mili- 
tary stores,  &  take  command  of  the  escort,  if  no  superior  officer  is 
present.  We  expected,  ere  this  time,  that  all  the  stores  would  have 
been,  at  least,  on  their  way  to  Estherton ;  but  for  want  of  waggons 
at  least  three  quarters  of  them  remain  in  this  city;  and  of  the  two 
brigades  already  gone  the  horses,  we  are  informed,  have  greatly 
6tt£fered  for  want  of  forage. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  regard. 

Your  most  obed*  servants, 

By  order  of  ye  Board. 

TIM.  PICKERING.  . 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq. 
War  Office. 


Oenbral  Pottbb  to  Pbbsidbnt  Bbbb,,  1779. 

Penns  Valley,  May  19th,  1779. 
D'  Sir, 

I  Beoeived  a  letter  from  Col.  Hunter  with  your  Compliments  and 
two  papers.  He  Informs  me  that  a  ereat  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  the  County  have  left  the  County  since  the  last  stroake 
the  savedges  gave  us,  and  many  more  are  agoing.  I  have  Just 
Heard  that  they  have  dun  great  dam  mage  in  Westmoreland  County, 
and  last  week  there  was  some  Indians  seen  at  or  near  Franks  town. 
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I  think  they  are  allwaja  on  some  part  of  oar  frontier.  In  my  letter 
of  the  third  Instant  I  Informed  yon  of  Capt.  Corhe/s  coming 
to  this  pkce,  he  left  this  last  sabath,  with  ten  of  his  Hors,  leving  his 
Lieut*  and  seven  hors.  He  is  gone  to  Buffler  Valley ;  in  a  few  days 
I  expect  the  Lient.  to  go  off  after  him.  Then  we  will  have  left  us  in 
this  Valley  one  Lient.  and  15  men,  in  three  forte,  as  a  guard,  and 
on  the  fourth  of  June  there  time  will  be  expired,  then,  it  is  more 
than  probable,  we,  in  this  Valley,  will  have  to  fley  untill  the  armey 
goes  out,  if  there  is  not  some  Militia  ordered  us.  I  can't  help  beine 
surprised  that  there  has  been  no  Militia  sent  to  that  part  oT  Bedford 
County  that  Joynes  us ;  neither  to  Franks  town,  nor  Standing  stone, 
except  that  small  company  of  Buchanan's  Battalion,  that  would  not 
go  to  Fort  Roberdeau.  I  am  Informed  that  the  people  about  Franks 
town  are  fleying  from  there  Habitations.  That  small  company  of 
30  men  has  encurredged  the  people  of  standing  stoan  Valley  to  stand 
as  yet,  altho'  it  is  too  few  men  for  that  place. 

Sir,  I  would  not  be  understood  as  dictating  to  yon,  bnt  I  think 
the  Back  parts  of  Cumberland  should  be  ordered  to  guard  there  one 
frontier,  and  the  people  would  do  It  much  freer  than  march  to  a  dis- 
tance, leaving  there  famleys  in  daneger.  It  may  be  said  that  Cum« 
berland  County  has  no  frontier,  I  acknowledge  it,  if  County  lines  is 
ment  &r  a  guard,  but  if  inhabitanoe  is  ment  they  may  be  said  to  be 
fruntier  settlers,  for  there  is  no  Inhabitance  Northerly  of  the  back 
parts  of  them  but  Penn's  Valley  and  standing  stoan  Valley,  and 
they  are  in  forts,  and  if  not  assisted  with  Guards  will  be  obliged  to 
leve  them ;  for  my  one  part  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  mov'd  off  one 
year  ago. 

I  am  well  Convinced  that  you  do  every  thing  in  your  power  for 
the  back  Inhabitance.     It  is  imposable  for  you  to  know  the  situation 
of  every  part  of  the  Country,  and  if  you  did  it  is  Imposoble  to  defend 
against  such  an  Enemy. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  Esteem, 

Tour  Exoellencey's  most  obed't 
Humble  Servant^ 

JAS.  POTTER. 

P.  S.  This  Valley  is  at  too  great  a  distance  firom  sunsberey  to 
be  supleyed  with  the  standing  Armey,  and  they  have  ranff  to  do  nearer 
the  town. 

J.  P. 

Directed, 

On  public  service. 

To  His  Exoellencey,  Joseph  Reed^  President  of  the  state  of  Penn* 
sylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Board  of  Wae  to  Prbsidbnt  Ebbd,  1779. 

War  office,  19th  May,  1779. 

Bir, 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  this  day,  and  am  directed 
by  the  Board  to  request  you  will  present  their  thanks  to  Council 
for  the  attention  they  have  been  pleased  to  shew  to  the  matters  con- 
tained in  it.  Orders  have  already  been  issued  to  the  proper  officers 
to  take  charge  of  the  horses;  and  an  inquiry  directed  to  discover 
and  punish  the  delinquent. 

The  commission  for  Mr.  Murran*  shall  be  prepared  with  all  pos- 
fiible  dispatch. 

I  am,  Bir,  with  proper  respect. 
Your  very  obed*  ft 

Most  h'ble  Serv*; 

P.  SCULL,  Sec'y, 

T.  Matlack,  Esq.,  Sec'y  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Charles  PjbttH!  to  President  Heed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  20th  May,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  to  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  a  Let- 
ter I  have  this  day  received  from  the  Board  of  War,  directing  an  im- 
mediate Application  to  thft  Government  of  the  State  for  Waggons  to 
transport  a  quantity  of  stores  to  the  Susquehanna.  The  number  of 
Teams  wanted  I  understand  to  be  about  oOto  100.  Measures  have 
been  taken  to  obtain  the  voluntary  servioe  of  a  competent  number  of 
teams  for  this  businesis,  and  I  yet  flatter  myself  they  will  appear  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days ;  but  as  this  is  not  absolutely  certain,  end  tbe 
call  of  the  Board  of  War  is  expressed  in  strong  Terms,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  request  an  order  to  the  Waggon  Masters  of  Philadelphia, 
Chester  &  Bucks  to  furnish  one  hundred  Teams  for  this  purpose. 
The  order;  however,  will  not  be  used  if  the  Teams  eaa  be  otherwise 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  782. 
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preoiuredy  whioh  I  hope  will  be  ibe  oase^  as  I  woold  stadio wlj  AYoid 
using  eren  legal  conipulsion  unnecessarily. 
I  kave  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  Bespeoty 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,' 
Homble  Betvvii, 

CBA.  PEirrr, 

A.  Q.  M.  Gen^ 

IHreeiedf 

His  Ezcellency,  The  Presicfent  of  the  suprette  exeeutire  Gomioil 
of  Pennsylvnnia.* 


BoAAD  OP  WiE  TO  Ohailbs  Pbttit,  1779, 

War  Office, 

May  20th;,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  board  are  extremely  uneasy  under  the  Situation  of  the  Stores 
destined  for  the  Sosquehannah  which  now  wait  for  nothing  but  the 
Meand  6f  Titensport&tion.  We  therefore  direct  you  to  procure 
Waggons  immediately  by  application  to  the  Goyernment  of  the  State, 
if  your  prospect  of  other  wise  obtaining  them  have  failed  you  lest 
the  Service  should  n6t  only  suffer  but  the  Expedition  totally  fail 
for  the  want  of  Supplies.  If  the  Troops  amve  in  a  dangerous 
Ootintry  before  they  have  the  means  of  operating  or  even  defending 
themselves  in  ease  of  attack,  you  will  judge  of  the  Consequences. 
We  are  Sir, 
very  respectfully 

your  very  obed^  Servant 

RICHARD  PHTERS. 
By  order. 
(Copy.) 

Direcied, 
To  Charles  Pettit,  Esq'.,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen>. 

*  See  Col.  Keo.,  Yol.  XII.,  p.  2,  also  the  following  letter. 
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■Pees.  Rbbd  to  Dblbgatbs  of  Pbnns'a  m  Congress,  1779, 

May  20, 1779. 
Honble  Delegates  of  Peniur*  in  Congress. 
Gentlemen, 

The  inclosed  Petition  4rom  many  respectable  Citizens  was  this 
Morning  delivered  to  this  Board  with  a  Re[|nest  that  if  it  met  with 
onr  Approbation  we  wonld  recommend  it  to  yonr  Coantenanoe  & 
Su]pport  in  Congress.  As  we  perfectly  concur  in  the  Sentiment 
therein  expressed  &  wish  to  see  this  important  Branch  of  Jurispru- 
dence establbhed  on  a  permanent  ft  acceptable  Footing  we  do 
recommend  the  Petition  to  your  special  Attention  &  wish  yon  to 
convey  to  the  Hon*  Congress  our  concurrent  Desires  on  this 
importanf  subject. 

I  am  Gentlemen 

with  the  greatest  B.e8peot  &  Regard 

Your  Obed*  HbVl  Serv** 
Council  Chamber,  May  20, 1779. 
Directedy 
.  To  Delegates  of  Pennsy^ 


T.  Leaminq  &  6.  Hbnbt  to  Pees.  Rebb,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  'Petition  we  apprehend  to  be  of  the  utmost  Con- 
sequence to  the  Pubiick  as  well  as,  Individuals,  altho  there  are  now 
a  Number  of  Vessels  in  this  Port  very  suitable  for  Privateers,  and 
many  of  which  their  pwners  wopld  wish  to  fit  out  as  such,  yet  are 
discouraged  from  it,  until  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  established 
on  a  more  regular  Foundation,  we  therefore  pray  that  Council  will 

? lease  to  recommend  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  to  move  for  the 
lonsideration  of  it  in  Congress  as  soon  as  Business  of  greater 
Importance  will  possibly  admit. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  &  most  Hbb'l  Serv^* 

THO'S  LEAMING. 
GEOBGE  HENEY.f 
PhiladelpUa,  May  20th,  1779. 
J}^irectecL 
To  His  Excellency  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  788-petition  not  found, 
t  See  CoL  Rec.,  YoL  XL,  p.  788. 
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Prbs.  Reed  to  Col.  Proctob,  1779. 

In  CouDcil, 

PUlAdelphia,  May  20th,  1779. 
Sir,    . 

I  duly  reoeived  your  Farour  by  Mr.  Brown,  &  am  sorry  to  learn 
that  the  Gentlemen  of  your  Corps  are  dissatisfied  after  the  very  in- 
dulgent Notice  which  has  been  taken  of  them  by  every  Branch  of 
Oovernment.  I  fear  such  Sentiments  will  lead  to  an  Apprehension 
that  they  are  not  to  be  long  satisfied  &  occasion  an  Indifference  to 
do  it  at  all.  You  observe  they  are  jealous  &  discontented — we  are 
sorry  for  it,  but  should  be  much  more  so  if  they  had  just  Founda- 
iion.  We  should  have  hoped  that  the  Ease  they  have  enjoyed  for 
near  12  Months  with  their  Families  &  Friends  would  have  inclined 
them  to  have  borne  patiently  some  Deficiencies  which  in  the  presenlf 
^tate  of  Things  is  unavoidable.  The  other  Regiments  who  have 
been  out  on  the  Frontiers  or  in  Camp  we  think  would  tax  us  with 
Injustice  4  Partiality  if  we  gave  a  Preference  to  you  who  have  been 
taken  last  on  the  Line,  for  I  assure  you  there  are  many  Officers  in 
Camp  who  have  never  had  any  Cloaths  from  the  State  4  who  do  not 
make  Appearances  sufficiently  decent  to  appear  on  the  Parade. 

We  should  be  happy  if  we  had  Cloaths  for  you  all,  as  it  would 
relieve  us  from  much  Importunity  &  Complaint,  but  that  you  who 
have  just  left  the  City  &  know  the  Difficulties  &  Ezpenoe  of  proouxw 
ing  these  Things  should  be  so  urgent  shows  that  yon  do  not  suffi- 
ciently attend  to  the  Wants  and  Necessities  of  the  Country.  We 
cannot  create  Cloth  &  other  Necessaries,  &  hope  you  will  not  give 
us  Cause  to  repent  our  putting  the  Assembly  on  Measures  so  favour- 
able to  you.  Instead  of  such  incessant  Application  we  should  be 
clad  to  see  a  Spirit  of  CSoonomy  &;  Frugality  more  universally  preva- 
knt  in  all  Banks,  as  well  military  as  civil,  as  it  will  be  impossible 
otherwise  to  carry  on  the  War. 

I  have  said  this  much  in  the  general,  but  when  I  consider  that 
contrary  to  my  general  Practice  of  never  yielding  to  Importunity,  I 
oncd  told  you  that  if  after  considering  it  your  Officers  chose  to  take 
their  Proportion  of  the  Cloth  then  in  the  Store  they  might  do  it. 
"But  at  the  same  Time  informing  that  it  was  Cloth  which  had  been 
dyed  &  not  of  the  first  Quality,  &  that  as  they  were  going  into  the 
Woods  it  plight  be  better  to  postpone  it.  I  say  after  mentioning 
these  Things  &  hearing  no  more  afterward  till  your  Letter,  what 
could  be  concluded  but  that  they  were  satisfied  to  wait  till  better 
Cloth  should  arrive  &  they  should  return  to  a  Country  where  a 
handsome  Appearance  would  be  more  desirable.  However  if  they 
really  desire  it  we  shall  not  object  to  doing  by  them  what  we  did 
lately  by  Col  Hartleys,  viz  ,  to  send  12  Suits  of  the  Cloth  here  such 
as  it  is. — For  there  is  nothing  we  more  anxiously  wish  than  that 
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equal  Justioe  be  done  to  all,  &  we  hope  the  Gentlemen  will  diBmin 
all  such  ill  gfounded  Apprehensions,  &  be  asBured  that  nothing  gives 
ns  more  Pleasore  than  to  execute  the  Measures  proposed  for  their 
Belief. 

I  am  Sir,  wiih  Esteem, 

your  most  obed.  &  very  Hble  serr. 
Directed, 
To  Colonel  Thomas  Proctor. 


NOTICB    OF  COUKCIL    TO    OfMOBKS    BEdPSCTtlTC^    EltBAROOy 

1779. 

Sir, 

The  Comiiril  have  issued  a  proclamation  this  ^ay,  revoking  and 
annulling  the  Embargo  on  shipping,  of  which  you  will  please  to  take 
notice  and  govern  your  proceeding  acoordiqgly. 

May  20,  1779. 

Directed. 

To  F.  Phyle^  Esq',  &  also  to  Officer»  oommanding  at  Billingspert 
A  Mad  ialand. 


pRss.  Bbed  to  Board  of  Wab,  1779. 

In  CamiA,  Philad^  May  20''^,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  favour  ot  this  Dav'*'  has  been  laid  before  the  Council,  and  with 
ttespect  to  the  Escort  of  the  Stores  from  the  Susquehanna  we  beg 
Leave  to  observe  that  Gen^  Sullivan  must  have  misapprehended  the 
t)ispo8ition  of  our  Troops.  We  sometime  ago  ordered  250  Milifia  to 
march  to  the  Relief  of  the  Frontiers  of  Westmoreland  &  Bedford— 
of  these  a  Part  only  has  proceeded.  Difficulties  having  arisen  with 
Begard  to  the  Eesidue,  which  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  obviate ; 
but  it  is  not  practicable  for  us  to  alter  their  Destii^tion  without 
giving  just  &  general  Discontent  to  the  distressed  People  in  those 
Parts.  We  presume  he  must  mean  the  5  Companies  of  Bangers, 
but  these  are  not  compleated  or  in  any  Respect  so  organized  & 
provided  as  to  march  on  immediate  Duty — ^besides  they  are  scattered 

*  See  page  421, 
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tbat  it  would  be  a  Work  of  muoh  Time,  Difficulty  &  Ezpeuoe  to 
collect  them  for  this  Purpose.  A  Member  of  our  Board,  who  has 
lately  been  at  Sunbury,  &  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Circum- 
stances of  that  Country;  is  of  Opinion  that  the  Stores  may  go  in 
perfect  Safety  from  the  Enemy  as  fur  as  Snnbury,  where  Gen^ 
Hand  is  posted,  as  Oen^  Washington  informs  us,  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  Stores.  We  would  also  beg  Leave  to  infbrm  you  that 
under  the  Qf  Master's  Orders  7  Companies  of  Men  have  been 
raised  on  the  great  Pay  of  120  Doll.  ^  month,  H  Ration  ^  Day, 
&  a  Suit  of  Cloaths — this  liberal  Allowance  has  in  a  Manner 
destroyed  all  ordinary  ^recruiting  in  that  County;  they  are  to  be 
employed  as  Battoemen,  but  being  regularly  enlisted  &  arranged  in 
Companies,  we  should  hope  that  with  proper  Caution  to  the  Officers 
they  might  take  Charge  of  these  Stores  &  proceed  to  Sunbury.  But 
as  the  Terms  of  Law  cannot  be  complied  with,  &  the  State  of  the 
Country  in  point  of  Tillage  requires  the  utmost  Attention,  we  do 
not  think  it  will  be  practicable  to  procure  Militia  in  any  season  for 
the  Business.  We  find  the  kee^ng  the  Militia  at  Lebanon  &  Lan- 
caster so  long  has  had  unhappy  Effects  on  the  minds  of  the  People^ 
&  has  produced  several  bad  Consequences  in  that  Service. 

With  Respect  to  the  Waggons  we  assure  you  this  is  the  first 
L:itimation  we  have  had  that  any  were  wanted ;  we  shall  allways 
give  every  Aid  &  Support  in  our  Power — ^but  you  must  be  sensible 
that  when  Laws  are  provided  to  regulate  any  species  of  publick 
Duty  that  the  Terms  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  When  the  Q' 
Master  last  Week  made  a  regular  Application  to  us  in  less  than 
half  an  Hour  he  had  the  necessary  Orders  from  us ;  &  a  similar . 
Attention  will  be  paid  in  future,  allwavs  presuming  that  as  this 
Service  is  very  burthensome,  &  especially  at  this  Season  of  the 
Year  that  the  Department  will  make  its  utmost  Exertions  before  it 
calls  for  collateral  Aid.  We  are  informed  that  there  are  Numbers 
of  Waggons  at  Lebanon,  Pottsgrove,  Estherton,  &  some  at  other 
Places,  which  were  lately  unemployed.  We  do  not  know  tho 
Arrangement  of  the  Department,  &  therefore  do  not  mention  this 
as  importing  any  'Blame  on  any  Person  or  Officer ;  they  may  be 
removed  for  some  special  Service,  but  while  they  are  unemployed 
the  People  will  think  it  hard  to  be  forced  from  their  Farms. 

As  to  the  Forage  when  we  consider  the  Consumption  of  it  in 
many  Instances,  &  the  great  Allowances  made  to  the  Troops  by 
some  D^  Q'  Masters,  we  cannot  be  surprized  at  the  Failure.  If  our 
Information  is  sent  from  Lancaster,  a  few  such  Regiments  of  Horse 
would  exhaust  the  Country.  A  stricter  Economy  is  indispensible 
to  reconcile  the  People  to  necessary  Expenditures. 

I  am  Qent. 

Your  Obed.  Hbl.  Ser. 

P.  8.  Our  Officers  at  the  Fort  on  an  oeconomical  Principle 
have  requested  the  Loan  of  a  4  pounder  ^ich  we  beg  you  to 
indulge  them  with  untill  ours  come  from  Lancaster— to  be  delivered 
to  Capt  MoGinley. 
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Prbs.  Bbed  to  Ool.  B.  McCalestbr,  1779. 

Philad.,  May  21, 1779. 

Sir, 

Having  answered  yonr  Favour  of  the  9***  Inst*  very  fully,*  little 
remains  but  to  acknowledge  your  second  Letter  of  the  14*^  In8t*,f  & 
to  express  our  Gonoern  as  well  for  the  unfavourable  appearances  of 
the  Grain  as  the  Consequences  which  are  deduced  from  it  We 
have  considered  both  the  Letters  with  the  attention  they  deserve^ 
but  cannot  find  any  Powers  lodged  with  us  to  dispense  with  the 
Laws  of  the  State  in  favour  of  one  County.  Our  Duty  appears 
very  clear  &  plain,  viz :  to  call  for  the  Execution  of  the  Laws,  &  if 
those  who  are  to  receive  the  Benefit  of  Law  &  Government  upon 
Obedience,  we  have  discharged  our  Duty,  &  they  must  stand  an- 
swerable to  their  Country  &  suffering  Friends  for  all  Consequences. 
TVe  should  be  sorry  the  good  People  of  your  County  should  trouble 
themselves  with  preparing  Petitions  to  us  to  dispense  with  their 
mustering,  as  a  very  little  Beflection  must  show  them  that  it  is  not 
in  our  Power  to  grant  any  such  Indulgence,  &  we  are  very  well 
persuaded  the  Assembly  will  not  do  it,  as  other  Counties  may  justly 
claim  the  like  Favour,  or  would  think  it  hard  to  have  paid  Obedi- 
ence to  a  Law  from  which  you  would  be  exempt*  We  much  lament 
the  early  Countenance  given  to  this  reluctant  spirit,  &  hoped,  after 
what  had  passed,  that  a  clear  &  rigorous  Execution  of  the  Law 
would  have  taken  Place,  ts  we  are  fully  satisfied,  &  we  think  you 
must  be  bo  too,  that  temporizing  &  yielding  to  the  first  Innova- 
tions has  laid  the  Foundations  of  all  this  Irregularity  &,  WeaknesSi 
&  we  most  sincerely  wish  that  you  had  adopted  the  Principle  on 
which  we  act,  viz  :  to  follow  the  Laws  &  abide  the  ConsequeDoes. . 
.  That  the  Fine  will  be  levied  &  collected  sooner  or  later  we  cannot 
.  doubt,  the  other  Part  of  the  State  will  never  permit  one  County  to 
exemjpt  itself  from  tho  publick  Burthens,. while  it  partakes  of  the 
Benefits  of  Government,  &  therefore  it  would  be  well  to  consider 
whether  a  chearful  Obedience  will  not  be  a  wiser  Course.  But  we 
despair  of  obtaining  this,  if  the  Gentlemen  of  Influence  do  not 
exert  themselves  &  set  the  Consequences  forth  in  a  proper  Manner. 
In  the  mean  Time  we  must,  in  Justice  to  ourselves,  inform  our 
unhappy  Brethern  of  the  Frontiers  that  we  had,  in  due  Course  of 
Law,  called  for  assistance  to  them,  &  done  every  Thing  in  our 
Power  to  procure  it,  but  that  York  County  setting  the  Example  of 
Disobedience,  &  having  no  Begard  to  their  Distresses,  declined  the 
Support  required,  &  left  them  to  fall  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Enemy. 
Lancaster,  we  are  informed,  had  actually  prepared  to  march  when 
the  account  from  York  reached  them,  on  which,  notwithstanding  the 
fullness  of  the  Muster  &  their  Preparation,  they  now  hang  ba^. 

«  Seepi«es867,  414.  -  f  8eepage401. 
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As  to  the  raisinff  Companies  we  have  not  Aatbority  to  make  any 
imch  Composition  for  Non  Complianoe  with  the  Law,  &  we  have  had 
too  mnch  Experienoe  of  the  Fallacy  of  snch  Engagement  to  depend 
.vpon  that  Mode  piodadng  better  Men  than  the  other;  we  know 
that  on  Boch  Oooasions  any  Men  are  taken.  With  Respect  to  your 
Offer  of  Resignation,  again  repeated,  we  beg  you  to  reflect  npon  the 
Stote  of  Affiiirs,  &  what  Respect  a  Sacrifice  would  have  of  enforcing 
Laws  which  have  been  neglected.  Our  Ideas  are  that  the  Pilot 
shoald  carry  the  Ship  thro'  the  storm  before  he  gives  up  the  Helm. 
When  Vigour  &  Energy  are  restored  to  the  Service,  &  the  Militia 
Law  put  on  the  same  Footing  as  in  other  Counties,  we  shall  not 
press  a  Continuance  in  the  Office  if  disagreeable  to  you,  but  we 
eannot  see  any  Prospect  of  resting  Things  to  the  State,  we  wish  to 
see  them,  but  by  firm  ft  spirited  Conduct  on  your  Part,  aided  by 
the  Whigs  &  Friends  to  the  Government  around  you.  We  wish 
you  to  make  the  Experiment.  Mr.  Thompson  now  going  Home 
for  a  short  Time,  we  have  requested  him  to  spend  some  Time  ift 
the  County,  &  to  him  must  refer  you  for  farther  advice,  &c., 
I  am  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed. 

&  very  h'ble  serv't 
JHrectedf 

To  Colonel  Richard  M'^Callister,  Lieutenant  of  York  County. 


pRES.  Rked  to  Maj.  Gkn.  Sxtllivan,  1779. 

In  Coancil|  Philad., 

May  21, 1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  the  11*^  Inst.*  came  to  Handthe  15*^,  &  has  been 
considered  with  the  Attention  it  deserves.  The  Term,  impressing^ 
Bt  first  led  us  into  some  Difficulties,  &  has  been  the  principal  Reason 
why  an  immediate  Awnser  was  not  given.  By  the  Laws  of  the 
State,  which  have  been  in  this  Respect  found  very  salutary,  the 
Waggon  Service  is  form'd  into  a  regular  System  somewhat  resembling 
the  Militia  Waggon  Masters  appointed  in  each  County,  subordinate^ 
to  a  Waggon  Master  Gen^  who  receives  his  Orders  from  this  Board. 
From  hence  has  proceeded  a  Regularity  of  Duty  less  burthensome  to 
the  People  &  more  effectual  to  the  Service.  Former  Powers  given  to 
the  Military  &  to  the  Q'  Masters  having  been  in  some  Instances  mis- 
used, they  have  been  retrenched  by  Degrees,  so  that  little  now  remains 
with  them  but  to  make  Application,  in  which  Case  the  Authority  of 
this  Board  has  always  been  readily  given.     We  are  sensible  that  Cases 
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«Day  happen  when  thA  0endiiig  to  ns  for  Powen  will  be  attended 
with  iDconvenieoce ;  bnt  this  is  one  of  the  Consequences  whieh  hu 
flowed  from  Abases  of  Oonfidenoe,  &  can  now  only  be  remedied  by 
Foresi^t  &  Care  in  the  Application,  &  Dispatch  in  the  KzecntkiB. 
—When,  therefore,  we  reoeived  yovr  Favoar  requorting  Powers  to 
the  D'  Q'  Master  to  impress,  we  found  eurselyesembarras'd  with  ths 
Difficulty  of  complying  with  the  Iaw,  ft  at  the  same  Time  answering 
yoor  Expectatioos.  But  M'  Pettit,  Assist  Q.  M.  OS  explained  it  to 
U}  us  as  only  a  Mistake  of  Expression,  ft  having  since  made  an  Appli- 
cation in  Form,  we  have  ft  shall  do  every  Thing  in  oar  Power  withoat 
distressiDg  the  Country  too  much,  to  call  forth  a  sufficiency  of  Waggons 
for  the  Transportation  of  the  Stores,  &c«-^Bat  we  cannot  help  dis- 
closing our  Wbhes  that  the  Q'  Masters  had  on  this  OooasioD^A 
would  in  future  by  a  proper  Foreoast  enable  ns  to  make  a  aessoDsble 
Provision ;  for  it  cannot  be  expected  that  where  the  Forms  of  Law 
are  to  be  complied  with,  ft  Waggons  coUeeted  fromTarions  Quarteni 
that  immediate  ft  instant  Sup^  can  be  procured  on  the  Notice  of  i 
few  Hours.-— As  to  any  extraordinary  Powers  to  be  vested  in  the  ]> 
Q'  Masters,  it  is  so  repugnant  to  the  general  Sense  of  the  People, 
ft  of  the  Assembly's  expressed  in  several  late  Laws,  that  we  cannoi 
think  of  it  but  in  Case  of  the  last  Necessity — ft  even  then  we  are 
sorry  to  say  we  cannot  repose  Confidence  sufficient  in  the  I>  Q" 
Master  of  that  County,  or  any  of  his  Assistants,  to  clothe  them 
with  discretional  Authority  in  this  Matter.  We  have  for  above  a  Tear 
past  advised  the  Gentlemen  at  the  Head  of  the  DepartmeDt 
of  this  Difficulty,  &  that  at  some  Day  or  another  they  would 
experience  the  bad  Effects  of  it — thev  are  therefore  now  responsible 
for  any  Obstructions  which  may  ansa  on  this  Score.  We  bare 
great  Reason  to  fear  that  should  we  attempt  it,  instead  of  promoting 
the  Service  it  would  have  a  contrary  Effect,  the  Prejudices,  whether 
well  or  ill  founded,  being  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  removed  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  Service.  Indeed,  for  this  Purpose  it  is  Matter  of 
Concern  to  us  that  the  Oentlemen  of  the  Department  shoald  expect 
!t  from  us  after  seeing  the  printed  Joumaf  of  Congress  of  the  23' 
Jan^"  last  respecting  this  Gentleman;  ft  we  personally  knew  that 
the  whole  Influence  of  his  Department  has  been  invariably  employed 
to  disgrace  and  overturn  this  Governm^  Confidence  lost  iy  * 
Series  of  improper  ft  irregular  Conduct  can  only  be  restored  by  * 
Series  of  contrary  Conduct — and  tho',  as  on  former  Occasions,  itm« 
be  thought  and  represented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  ft  yourself 
that  the  Necessity  of  the  Service  would  now  require  a  Waiving  of 
any  Objections  from  us,  we  beg  Leave  to  assure  you,  that  ifi  onx 
Opinion  the  publick  Service  will  be  best  promoted  by  depending 
wholly  on  those  who  do  enjoy  the  Favour  ft  Confidence  of  the 
Country,  as  in  Governments  founded  immediately  on  the  Authority 
of  the  People,  tho'  Exertions  of  Power  may  answer  an  occasional 
Purpose,  they  leave  Weakness  ft  Disgust  behind.  In  the  present 
Exigency^  therefore,  we  have  endeaTOured  to  obviate  the  Diifioolty 
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&  advaooe  the  Senrioe  by  entrvatiBg  the  discretioDAl  Power  with 
yoarself.  But  as  it  is  not  to  be  preaamed  that  you  can  have  so 
perfect  an  Acquaintance  with  the  Country  &  the  State  of  Things  as 
may  be  necessary  to  form  a  Judsment,  in  all  Cases,  of  the  Extent 
of  its  Capacity  &  Exertions,  we  nave  directed  the  Waggon  Master 
of  the  County  of  Northampton  to  attend  you  when  you  shall  call 
for  him,  &  if  it  should  be  necessary  for  you  to  draw  any  Assistance 
from  Berks  &  Bucks  County,  ft  you  think  proper  to  avail  yourself 
of  the  Knowledge  of  the  Waggon  Masters  of  those  Counties,  they 
will  also  wait  upon  you.  Several  good  Consequenoes  may  result 
from  this  Condescension,  as  you  will  have  an  Upps"  to  make  them 
sensible  of  the  Necessity  of  exerting  themselvesi  &  feeling  the  Duty 
thus  immediately  imposed  without  the  Intervention  of  3'  Persons 
with  whom  they  do  not  accord,  they  will  be  induced  to  yield  a 
more  cheerful  ObedieaoB.  And  we  flatter  ourselves  that  should  you 
have  Opp^  or  Oooasioo  to  consult  with  any  of  the  Members  of  Assem* 
bly,  01  any  other  Peisons  of  Weight  &  Influence  in  the  County^  thej 
will  readily  use  it  to  advance  your  Wishes  k  the  Oood  of  the  Service. 
For  be  aasured.  Sir,  nothing  would  give  us  more  Pleasure  than 
^aet  th«  Expedition  go  forward  with  Alacrity,  A  your  Exertions 
terminate  in  the  good  of  the  Country  &  your  own  Honour.  It  being 
our  detfirmincd  Resolution  to  give  V014.  every  Asaiatanoe  in  our  Power. 
In  the  mean  Time  the  exhausted  State  of  the  Country,  the  great 
Supplies  drawn  from  this  &ta,te  for  the  Waggon  Service  to»  .^he 
Continental  Army,  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy^  the  Disaffection  of 
too  many  aipongus^&  the  Disgust  arising  from  the  Irregularities 
of  the  Staff  Officers  in  many  Instanoefl^  b  the  Booesstury  Pillar  of  tbo 
Country,  are  Civeumstaaees  that  will  plead  strongly  with  you  to 
make  all  oandid  Allowances,  b  &vour  the  Inhabitants  as  mvch  aa 
|K)esible)  not  depending  too  impUeitly  on  the  ReiuresentatioBS  of 
Persons^  who  sometimes  for  their  own  Baas,  &  sotaetimes  from<  other 
Motives,  call  for  Assistance  wi^out  making  any  neoessary  Exertionff 
themselves,  &  unwilling  to  take  the  Course  preeevibed  by  Law,  and 
seeking  to  do  without  it  All  neoessary  Deficiencies  we  shall  most 
ohearfully  and  readily  supply ;  &  being  thus  prolix  that  being  fully 
possessed  of  our  Sentiments  k  Views,  a  mutu^  Confidence  may  con^ 
linne,  from  whi<^  the  £aitest  Prospect  of  Suoceas  will  arise. 

With  the  most  luncere  Wishes  for  y<nir  SucoeaS;  &  muoh  Bespeot^ 
I  remain^  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  HbUe.  Sere. 

JOS.  REED. 

P.  8.f^We  have  rocyaested  M^  Pettit  to  give  us  the  speoifio  Number 
of  Waggpna  that  we  might  apportion  them  in  the  adjoining  Covaties, 
but  hB  does  not  think  himself  authorized  or  enabled  to  do  it,  we 
have  therefore  cemduded  to  furnish  you  with  sundry  blank  Warrants 
to  be  used  oeoaalonaUy^  &  tho'  we  are  really  eonoemM  to  burthen 
you  with  so  inferior  a  Duty  we  have  not  been  able  to  devise  any  other 
Mode  so  effcctoal )  in  this  View  you  will  please  to  consider  &  excuse 
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it    H^  Morgan  the  D*»  Q*  Master  of  Berks  Coantj,  will,  we  dovbi 
Doty  give  you  any  Informatioii  k  Assistanoe  in  his  Power  &  may  be 
fully  depended  upon. 
Directed. 

To  the  Honble.  Major  Gen^  Sallivan. 


pRES.  Kbed  to  Col,  Abchibald  Lochry,  17Y9. 

PhiL  May  21, 1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  favour  of  the  Ist  Inst.^  would  have  been  answered  immedi- 
ately if  the  Express  had  not  on  delivering  it  withdrawn  himself  so 
that  we  have  never  been  able  to  discover  him  since.  His  Anxiety 
to  receive  a  Sum  of  Money  for  his  Services  the  Inst,  of  his  Arrival 
k  without  any  Sort  of  Ac<^  having  been  check'd — ^tho  he  was  at  the 
same  Time  told  that  he  would  be  considered  before  he  left  Town 
may  probably  have  disgusted  him,  delayed  yonr  Letters  and  the 
Money  &  put  us  to  the  Expenoe  of  procuring  a  special  Messenger. 
It  is  a  constant  Practice  for  those  who  employ  these  People  to  agree 
with  them  for  their  Services  &  we  would  recommend  it  to  you  in 
future  least  the  same  Accident  may  happen  again,  as  we  cannot 
judge  sufficiently  of  the  Value  of  their  Services.  I  now  proceed  to 
answer  your  Favour  particularly. 

With  Respect  to  the  Inhabitants  being  put  under  Pay  &  Bations 
by  a  Vote  of  the  County  we  confess  we  do  not  perfectly  understand 
it  nor  who  is  to  provide  them.  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the 
Continental  Commissary  will  victual  the  County  out  of  the  publick 
Stores  k  we  have  no  such  Authority  nor  the  Means  of  executing  it. 
We  therefore  suppose  it  can  only  mean  such  as  are  called  out  into 
actual  Service  in  the  Militia.  These  doubtless  will  be  intitled  but 
we  see  no  Possibility  of  extend'  it  farther  as  every  County  may  in 
Hke  Manner  order  itself  under  Pay  &  Rations  when  the  Calamities 
of  the  County  are  great — we  cannot  therefore  till  we  understand  il 
more  perfectly  say  anything  farther  on  this  Point. 

It  has  been  no  small  Mortifioation  k  Disappoint*  to  us  that  not- 
withstands  we  gave  all  the  proper  Orders  &  made  the  necessary  Pro- 
vision for  the  Militia  of  Cumberland  York  k  Lancaster  amounting 
to  200  Men  to  march  to  Bedford  k  Westmoreland  to  relieve  the 
People  there  while  they  put  in  their  Spring  Crops,  such  has  be^ 
the  Aversion  of  the  People  to  the  Service  k  such  Delays  have  been 
e£Fected  as  afford  a  melancholy  Proof  of  the  Decline  of  publick  Spirit 
k  even  of  Attention  to  the  Duties  of  Humanity.    An  unhappy  Inno- 
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ration  of  the  Militia  Law  in  York  County  sometime  ago  Baa  degene- 
rated into  a  Disregard  of  it  in  the  present  Instance  &  mnst  end  in  a 
total  Subversion  of  it  in  that  County  if  the  other  Parts  of  the  State 
do  not  exert  themselves  to  enforce  a  like  Submission  to  the  Laws 
there  as  elsewhere.  The  lieutenant  of  the  County  finding  as  we 
suppose  his  Duty  diflloult  has  desired  to  resign  which  we  have  not 
complied  with  at  present  as  his  temporising  on  former  oooasions  has 
greatly  contributed  to  bringing  Things  into  their  present  State.  Be 
assured  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  by  us  on  the  Ocoasion-^aa 
finding  the  Militia  of  the  lower  Counties  hn  sueh  a  Temper  we  wrote 
to  Gen'  Washington  to  entreat  him  to  spare  a  few  Men  from  Fort 
Pitt-— I  also  have  wrote  to  the  Purpose  to  Col.  Broadhead  the  oom- 
manding  Officer  there  requesting  him  to  give  all  the  Assistance  possi- 
ble. The  General  has  signified  to  us  bis  great  Concern  for  your 
Situation  but  seems  to  think  the  Weakness  of  the  Garrison  at  Fort- 
Pitt  will  prevent  any  Detachments  from  that  Poet — Col.  Broadhead 
has  given  us  assurance  of  his  Disposition  to  do  every  Thing  in  his 
Power  consistent  with  bis  Orders. 

In  this  View  of  Things  your  raising  ^e  Two  Companies  is  quite 
satisfactory  to  us  fc  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  they  are  folly  compleat. 
As  they  appear  to  have  originated  firom  Gen'  Macintosh's  Letter  we 
presented  it  to  the  Board  of  War  with  a  View  to  obtain,  a  Gonfirma^* 
tion  from  them  &  Commissions  in  which  Case  the  Charge  will  fall 
upon  the  United  States  whereas  otherwise  it  will  be  a  particular 
Chai^.  We  have  not  yet  had  the  Answer  but  as  soon  as  we  receive 
it  shall  endeavour  to  forward  up  the  Commissions.  In  the  mean 
Time  we  have  by  this  Opp^  sent  Dollars  a  part  of  which  if 

necessary  is  to  be  applied  to  the  raising  Capt.  Irwines  Company  of 
Rangers.  We  would  wish  you  all  ways  to  keep  in  Mind  that  whenever 
Congress  has  adopted  a  Measure  of  this  kind  it  is  our  Interest  to 
pursue  that  reserving  our  own  Strength  to  supply  Deficiencies. 
We  shall  therefore  be  glad  to  be  assured  that  the  raising  the  5  Com- 
panies of  Rangers  agreed  to  by  Congress  is  considered  as  the  first 
Service  to  be  performed.  When  that  is  completed  the  next  Atten- 
tion will  be  to  these  Companies  so  as  to  have  them  in  the  best  possi- 
ble Order,  but  if  they  are  thus  raised  &  provided  at  publick  Ezpence 
either  of  the  Continent  or  St^te  it  will  follow  that  should  the  publiok 
Service  require  it  they  must  co-operate  in  any  Expedition  or  ofifen- 
eive  Measure  for  the  Security  of  the  Frontiera  &  not  confine  them- 
selves merely  to  the  Stationary  Defence  of  a  single  County.  Tou 
will  therefore  be  particular  in  the  Expenditure  of  the  Money  keeping 
a  proper  Account  of  its  Application  &  applying  your  Force  in  the  first 
Place  to  complete  Irwines  Company.  Should  it  happen  that  any  Acci- 
dent should  befal  him  or  any  of  his  Officers  decline  the  Service  we 
authorize  you  to  appoint  others  &  shall  commission  them  according- 
ly.— We  do  not  see  the  Necessity  of  a  Major  for  the  two  Companies, 
&  tho  we  doubt  not  the  Gentlemans  Merit  it  is  so  unusual  that  it  is 
liable  to  the  Construction  of  making  an  Office  for  a  Man  &  not 
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ptovidiDg  Men  for  Offioes.  We  do  not  know  what  is  meant  bj  the 
Bemaawkr  of  the  Quota  of  Arms  from  Gomicil  as  we  have  not  dis- 
tribated  any  Arms  to  any  of  the  Gottntie8.-^We  are  at  a  Loss  also 
to  oonoeiTe  how  the  pnblick  Arms  sbovild  have  fallen  into  the 
Bnomy^a  Hands  for  tho  the  Ooanty  may  have  sniered  temporary 
Incnruons  the  Enemy  oonld  never  have  had  sncb  a  Poaseanon  as  to 
destroy  any  Quantity  of  Arms.  W<e  should  be  glad  of  farther 
Information  ft  will  do  every  Thing  in  onr  Power  to, give  the  neees- 
sary  Relief  in  this  as  well  as  other  Artides*  Bat  we  would  wish 
you  is  the  other  Gentlemaato  bear  in  Mind  that  Cakmity  &  IXistreas 
is  not  confined  to  the  Frontiers  we  have  a  powerfal  Foroeon  the  Soa 
Goast  ooeasionally  falling  upon  diffincnt  Paito  of  it  A  oonmittang  all 
Manner  of  Ravages^-There  is  a  great  Soaroity  of  Bread  &  almost  ft 
total  Gessadon  of  foreign  Trade,  the  Money  has  also  depreoiated  to 
an  astonishing  Degree  wbieh  added  to  the  real  Soaroity  of  these  Ar- 
ticlee  we  formerly  bad  in  Plenty  pats  it  oat  of.  oor  Power  to  make 
that  Provision  for  you  or  ourselves  which  was  formerly  to  be  done. 
If  therefore  in  any  Respect  we  fall  short  of  yowr  Expectations  be 
assured  it  is  not  becaoee  we  want  the  Will  bat  the  Power  to  do 
every  thing  that  is  reasonable  as  nothing  ooald  give  ns  greater 
Pleasnro  than  to  see  Safety  Peace  &  Plenty  once  mere  i estorod  to 
this  Coantry. 

I  am  Sir 

Yoox  Obed.  &  very 

HUe  Servt 


Wm.  Mubbat  to  Council,  1779. 

To  his  Bzeell^  the  President  &  the  Honourable  Counoil  of  y* 
Commonwelth  of  Penaelvenia. 

Totnr  Subsertber  most  HunMy  begs  that  your  Excellency  and 
the  Honourable  Council  will  be  pleased  to  inhirge  the  Quantity  of 
Provisions  allowed  for  Stores  from  this  State  for  the  Sloop  Ezper^- 
tnent  to  ss  great  a  quantrtv  as  they  Can  without  Distressing  their 
People.  Tour  Subscriber  has  Ten  in  fiimily  Which  he  proposes  to 
remove  to  the  Oontinent,  and  begs  Provisione  for  their  snbsistaiica 
on  their  passage,  Sc  Your  Subscriber  begs  leave  with  due  respect  to 
Subscribe  himself 

Toor  Most  Ob*.  & 

Very  H.  8erv*. 

WM.  MURRAY  * 
May  21st,  1779. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  President  Read. 

*  See  GoL  Beo.«  VoU  XII.,  p.  2. 
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John  EnoX|  kc.^  to  GouNoiLy  1779. 

To  die  Ho&'ble  Ezeoatire  OooncO. 

Oentlem^iii 

The  Gompenj^  that  yon  gave  Peniii«non  to  Swepe  the  Riref 
Deleware  hare  got  up  and  Landed  Five  Cannon  Nine  Ponnden  and 
One  Anchor  between  7  and  8  Hundred  w^  As  it  is  attended  irith 
great  Expense  your  veiy  Humble  Servant  would  be  glad  to  know 
weather  you  want  the  same^  as  their  has  been  Seyerab  aUter  the 
Them. 


Sign'd  in  behalf  of  the  whole 

JOHN  KNOX. 


May  21st,  1779. 


Chas.  Psttit  a.  Q.  M.  Gt>  to  Fbxs.  Bbbb  1779. 

Philadetphia,  21st  May^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  mominff  reoeived  a  Letter  from  the  Quarter  Master 
Qeneffij  by  Express,  desiring  me  to  apply  to  your  Excellencv  &  th* 
Counoii  for  an  Order  to  the  state  Waggon  Masters  to  furnish  Wag* 
^ns  to  aid  the  Quarter  Master's  department  in  transporting  the 
Mggage  &  Stores  of  the  Army  under  the  oommand  of  General 
Sniuvan.  I  am  informed  General  Sullivan  applied  to  your  Exoel- 
lenov  on  this  Subject  by  Letter  some  days  ago,  but  that,  from  his 
not  being  acquainted  with  the  Laws  of  the  State,  he  worded  his  ap- 
plioation  in  such  manner  as  to  be  understood  to  request  a  genenl 
authority  to  impreu  Teams,  bnt  this  matter  has  since  been  explained 
to  him.t 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  assertain  the  number  of  Teams  which 
win  be  wanted  on  this  occasion ;  I  should  therefore  suppose  it  best 
to  give  a  general  Order  to  the  Waggon  Masters  to  funiish  so  many 
•a  shall  be  required  bv  General  Sumvan,  or  Ck>l.  Hooper,  the  D.  Q. 
M.  GenM,  whiebever  the  Coonoil  shall  be  pleased  to  confide  in :  Or, 
i£  thia  should  be  thou^^t  too  great  a  Trust,  the  number  may  b6 
limited  beyond  which  they  may  not  go,  and  in  either  case  no  more 
will  be  called  for  than  the  service  shall  require. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  1  and  2.         f  ^^  P<^>  ^^>  ^^*  ^^* 
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The  aid  of  the  State  seems  to  be  essentially  necessary  to  the 
moTement  of  this  army,  and  the  expediting  of  the  basiness  is  of  so 
much  importance  that  I  am  persaaded  I  need  not  ni^e  reasons  to 
indnoe  the  Council  to  give  it  dispatch,  especially  as  the  mistake  ia 
making  the  first  application  has  already  lost  ns  some  time  in  it 

It  may  be  that  the  County  of  Northampton  cannot  oonvenientlj 
famish  the  requisite  number  of  Teams,  I  would  therefore  request 
that  similar  orders  be  issued  to  the  Waggon  Masters  of  the  neigh- 
bouring  Counties^  especially  Bucks  and  Berks. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 

Sir  you  most  obedient 

hum'l  Servant 

CHAS.  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  Ckn.* 
Dtrectedf 

To  His  Excellency  Jos.  Beed^  Esq',  president  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pbks.  Rkkd  to  Thos,  Scott,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Favours  of  the  9thf  k  of  the  26th  April  are  both  before  me,  & 
would  have  been  sooner  answered  but  for  Want  of  Opp^",  the  Person 
who  brought  them  having  disappeared  ever  since.  You  may  be 
assured  £at  we  sincerely  sympathise  with  you  in  the  distressing 
State  of  your  Affairs,  &  shall  cheerfully  give  you  all  the  Aid  &  As- 
sistance in  our  Power.  It  has  been  very  mortifying  to  us  to  see  so 
visible  a  Decline  of  the  publick  Spirit  &  Animation  which  distin- 

giished  the  State  formerly.  And  tho'  some  may  ascribe  it  to  a 
islike  of  the  Government  &  other  local  Circumstances,  I  tUnk  it 
may  very  naturally  be  accounted  for  from  those  Principles  which 
operate  on  human  Nature  in  other  Cases ;  the  Mind  long  employed 
on  one  Subject  grows  weary,  &  when  Calamity  &  Distress  is  added 
for  any  considerable  Time,  it  naturally  seeks  for  Ease  &  Belief. 
Our  true  Wisdom  in  such  Cases  is  not  to  strain  Things  too  far,  but 
take  what  we  can  get,  least  the  Bow  too  long  bent  instead  of  retain- 
ing its  Elasticity  should  break.  In  order  to  give  the  Frontiers  some 
Belief,  &  at  the  same  Time  avoid  pressing  too  hard  upon  the  inte- 
rior Counties,  we  ordered  out  250  Militia  last  April  to  march  immop 
diately  to  Bedford  &  Westmoreland,  but  even  this,  either  from  real 
Inability,  which  can  hardly  be  supposed,  or  from  real  Aversion  to 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  2. 
t  See  C«l.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  773. 
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the  Serrioe,  has  been  only  in  part  complied  with.  It  is  mortifying 
in  two  Respects,  first,  As  it  shews  a  Want  of  Attention  to  our  suf- 
fering Friends  on  the  Frontiers,  &  secondly,  as  it  discovers  a  Weak- 
nesa  in  the  Goyemment.  It  would  have  a  very  happy  Effect  if  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  back  Counties,  as  Times  &  Circumstances  admit, 
would  signify  to  them  their  Sense  of  being  thus  left,  when  Authority 
in  its  proper  Course  had  been  used.  Conviction  of  Error  arising 
from  Reason  &  Judgment  is  much  more  forcible  among  a  free  & 
sensible  People  than  any  strained  or  violent  Exertions  of  Power, 
even  tho'  they  should  effect  a  particular  Purpose.  We  have  wrote 
to  M'  liochry,  approving  of  the  Measure  of  raising  the  two  Com- 
panies referred  to  also  in  your  Letter,  but  as  Genl.  Mcintosh's  Let- 
ter lays  a  very  reasonable  Foundation  to  put  the  Expense  on  Con- 
gress, we  have  been  endeavouring  to  procure  some  Confirmation,  or 
at  least  such  a  Reference  to  his  Powers  as  may  enable  us  to  transfer 
the  Expence,  which  will  be  heavy,  from  this  State  individually. 
This  not  being  yet  done,  we  would  wish  the  first  Exertions  may  be 
inade  to  fill  Capt.  Irwin's  Company,  which  is  fixed  on  Continental 
Establishment,  ft  then  to  brganise  the  others  bo  as  to  make  them 
Biost  effectual.  But  we  would  wish  to  impress  you  &  Col.  Loehry 
fully  with  the  Idea  that  the  Officers  &  Men  should  understand  them- 
selves bound  to  co-operate  in  any  Measare  for  the  Defence  &  Secu- 
rity of  the  Frontiers  generally,  &  not  as  we  fear  is  too  much  the 
Case  suppose  themselves  confined  to  a  particular  County;  this  is  not 
only  necessary  for  the  Purpose  of  getting  them  paid  in  Continental 
Service,  but  is  reasonable  whether  they  are  provided  by  the  State  or 
the  Continent,  for  tho'  upon  this  Occasion  the  Necessity  of  the  Case 
has  induced  us  to  adopt  the  Measure,  yet  you  will  easily  see  that 
Consequences  may  flow  from  this  Mode  of  raising  Troops  &  incur- 
ring pablick  Expence,  that  common  Prudence  would  direct  us  to 
make  it  as  safe  &  palatable  as  possible.  With  Respect  to  the  third 
Company  we  would  wish  to  see  Capt.  Irwin's  first  completed,  as  we 
feel  anxious  to  have  those  Companies  fairly  on  foot.  Upon  the 
wholq,  you  may  rely  upon  every  Exertion  in  our  Power,  &  when  we 
&il  you  must  impute  it  to  a  Want  of  Power,  not  of  Inelination. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  present,  viz.,  the  Vice  Presid.,  Mr. 
Mackey,  Col.  Smith,  &  Col.  Omdt,  present  you  their  Respects,  & 
we  hope  as  soon  as  your  private  Affairs  will  permit  you  will  take 
your  Place  among  us. 

I  am,  with  much  Regard  &  Esteem, 
Sir,  Your  most  Obed. 

&  very  Hbble  Serv., 

JOS.  REED,  President. 

Philad.,  May  22d,  1779. 
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Bbsolution  of  Conqbess,  1779, 

In  CongraBB^  Mmj  32, 1779. 

Besolvedy 

That  all  oontinental  offioert  who  ace  or  may  be  ezchaoged  and  soi 
oontinaed  in  the  service  be,  after  suoh  exchange,  considered  as 
Bapemunerarj  officers,  and  entitled  to  the  paj  prorided  by  a  Beao- 
Intion  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  November  last. 

Norember  24,  1778. 
Whereas  from  the  alteration  of  the  establishment  and  other  causes, 
many  valuable  officers  have  and  may  be  omitted  in  the  new  arrange- 
ment,  as  being  supernumerary,  who  from  their  conduct  and  services 
are  entitled  to  the  honourable  notice  of  Congress  and  to  a  suitable 
provision  until  they  can  return  to  civil  life  with  advantage  : 

Resolved  therefore^  Thai  Oongress  gmfcofuUy  aeknowledge  the 
fitithful  services  of  such  officers,  sad  that  all  siiperaiunerary  officeis 
be  entitled  to  one  year's  pay  of  tbdr  oommistioof  vespeotively^  to  be 
eomputed  from  the  tioM  such  offioeiB  had  Uave  of  a^noe  fi^  the 
eommander  in  ohief  on  this  aooount ;  and  Ooagfnm  do  earnestly  la- 
oommend  to  the  several  slates  to  which  soAh  offioers  belong  to  make 
iiieh  further  provision  for  them  as  their  vespeetive  cixomastaaoss 
and  merits  entitle  them  to. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary.* 


Resolution  of  Cokgrssb,  1779. 

In  Congress,  22d  May,  1779. 
Resolved, 

That  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  passed  on  the  8th  day  of  March 
last,  relative  to  the  Controul  of  Congress  by  Appeal  in  tne  last  re- 
sort over  all  jurisdictions  for  deciding  the  Legality  of  Captures  oa 
the  high  Seas,  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  several  States,  ft 
that  they  be  respectively  requested  to  tfike  'effectual  measures  for 
conforming  therewith. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y.f 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  8,  (k-handbill. 
t-  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  8,  6. 
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Jvo,  Carson  to  Pkesidbnt  Bbid,  1779. 

Carlisle.  May  24th,  1779. 
Sir, 

'  Affreeable  to  an  order  from  the  Ezeentive  Conndl^  I  haye  drawn 
on  Mr.  Saijaioty  C.  M.  Stores,  at  the  Pnblick  works^  for  two  Hnn- 
dred  k  fifty  Rifles,  to  have  ihem  repaired  ander  my  direction.  I 
have  deposited  a  nomber  of  them  in  y«  hands  of  Gansmiths  for  that 
purpose ;  one  hundred  I  took  to  lAUcaster.  There  will  be,  I  ezpeoti 
a  sufficient  number  of  the  Ghins  repaired  in  two  weeks  to  arm  all  the 
Banflers  that  will  begot— from  what  I  can  learn  there  is  about  sixty 
of  uem  Enlisted;  toey  will  be  with  He  in  a  few  days  for  arms. 
The  Arms  I  drew  from  Mr.  Saijaint  were  in  very  bad  order;  most 
.of  them  wants  Looks,  k  a  great  many  Stocks  k  Looks.  I  purchased 
one  hundred  locks  in  Ijancaater  k  w^s  obliged  to  pay  Twenty  doUars 
each  for  them;  the  Expenoe  attending  the  repainng  the  guns  will 
be  vef  y  great. 

I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  pay  the  demands  of  the  workmeUi  bat 
my  Cash  is  almost  run  short. 

I  would  be  glad  you  would  send  Me,  by  the  first  safe  ConveyancOi 
Eight  Thousand  dollars ;  if  that  proves  insufficient,'.shall  draw  on 
you  for  more ;  there  was  not  enongn  Bifles  at  the  works  out  of  Order 
to  compleat  my  demand,  bnt  have  engag'd  repaired  ones  if  wanted* 
I  am,  with  due  respect^ 

Your  Ezoelienoy's  obed^  k 
Very  h'ble  Serv*. 

JNO.  CAESQN.* 


Pbesidskt  Rbed  to  Board  or  Wab,  1779* 

In  Council. 

May  24th,  1779. 
O0BtIemen, 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  upper  Part  of  Lancaster  &  Oumb^nd 
being  resolved  to  defend  themselves  asainst  the  Inroads  of  the  Enemy, 
have  requested  a  Supply  of  Ammunition,  as  we  can  entirelv  depend 
upon  the  Persons  to  whose  Care  we  commit  it.  We  have  furnished 
them  Powder  but  have  not  Lead  equivalent,  we  should  therefore  be 
mueh  obliged  to  your  Board  to  accommodate  us  with  1500^^  of  Lead| 
which  we  will  return  as  soon  as  in  our  Power. 
We  are.  Gentlemen,  respectfully, 

Tour  obed*  ETbUe  Serv*. 
The  Hon.,  the  Board  of  War. 

*  See  CoL  Sec,  YoL  ZH.,  p.  8. 
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SAHUIL  HUITTHE  TO  F&BSIDB5T  BeHP,  1779. 

Fort  Angasta,  26th  May,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tonrs  of  the  6th'*'  Inst.  I  Reoeived,  and  likewise  the  ten  Thousand 
Dollars  sent  for  the  Recruiting  Service.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  yoti 
that  we  come  bat  poor  speed  in  Raiseing  this  Company  of  Rangers 
for  nine  Months,  and  all  Owing  to  a  number  of  People  that  has  Got 
appointments  to  Rccrute  for  the  Boat  Service,  and  the  Generality  of 
them  inhabitants  of  this  Connty,  so  that  the  Officer  I  appointed 
stands  no  chance,  as  them  that  Engages  in  the  Boat  Service  is  to 
Receive  one  Hundred  &  twenty  Dollars  '^  Month  &  a  Ration  &  a 
half  ^  Day  for  five  Months. 

I  appointed  Captain  Thomas  Eemplen  to  Command  this  Company 
of  nine  months  men,  which  I  hope  you  will  Commission  and  date  it 
the  seventh  Inst.  I  had  appointed  two  others  for  Lieutenants  which 
I  thought  wou'd  serve,  but  none  of  them  would  Except  of  theb 
'appointments,  and  all  Owing  to  the  Reasons  above  mentioned.  Cap^ 
Eemplen  has  enlisted  fourteen  men,  and  got  them  attested ;  thei^ 
*ha8  been  no  Mischief  done  in  this  County  since  the  17th  Ins*,  that 
there  was  a  family  Consisting  of  four  persons,  kill'd  and  scalped, 
mbout  twenty  seven  Miles  above  this,  on  the  North  Branch,  Opisit 
to  Fort  Jenkins;  suppose  there  is  Indians  seen  every  day  one 
place  or  other  on  our  Frontiers;  but  what  few  inhabitants^  has  Re- 
mained above  this  is  assembled  in  small  Bodys  and  keeps  together 
for  their  owen  safety,  as  there  is  very  Httle  farming  going  on  in  this 
part  of  the  Cfountry ;  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  is  very  much 
encouraged  seeing  Uie  preparations  makeins  for  this  Expedition 
against  the  Savages.  Yesterday  therd  was  twelve  large  Boats  loaded 
with  Provisions  left  this  for  Wyoming,  Escorted  by  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Continental  Soldiers. 

I  am,  S',  with  due  Esteem, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humb*  Serv*, 

SAML.  HUNTER,  Liea»N.  0. 

To  his  Exeelency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 

♦  See  page  876. 


PENNSTLYANIl*  ARCHIVES  1779.  i  489 


Bbsolution  of  CoNaBBSS,  1779« 

In  Congress,  26th  May,  1779. 

His  ExceUenoj,  the  President  of  the  State,  having  suggested  that 
some  Gentlemen  bad  signified  a  doobt  as  to  the  propriety  of  pre- 
senting the  said  petition, 

Resolved  nnanimouslj, 

That  Congress  will  at  all  times  cheerfully  receive  the  sentiments 
of  their  constituents  upon  every  important  matter  which  may  become 
the  Subject  of  their  Deliberation. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 


Obk.  Johk  Sullivan  to  Pbbsident  Bsbd,  1779. 

Easton,  May  26, 1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  obliging  fkvor  of  the  2l8t  Instant»f 
Inclosing  three  Blank  warrants  for  Teams,  Waggons  &c.,  I  am 
Exceedingly  Sorry  that  I  made  use  of  the  term  Impresnng  in  my 
lietter  of  the  ll***!  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  proceeded 
only  from  my  Ignorance  of  the  mode  your  Government  had  adopted 
for  Supply.  I  am  fully  of  opinion  that  the  mode  pointed  out  by 
your  Executive  Councill  will  in  the  General  best  promote  the 
publiek  Service  &  had  I  Even  a  Doubt  upon  my  mind  your 
Reasoning  upon  the  Subject  must  have  removed  it.  I  beg  Sir  that 
you  &  the  ExecutiTe  Councill  will  please  to  accept  my  Sincere 
thanks  for  the  Trust  reposed  in  me  &  that  you  will  rest  assured  that 
no  abuse  of  the  power  shall  take  place.  As  I  probably  may  stand 
in  need,  of  much  assistance  from  the  Executive  Council  of  your  State 
I  shall  endeavor  to  make  proper  applications  in  full  Confidence  of  a 
Compliance  with  every  reasonable  request  ft  should  I  at  any  time 
Through  Ignorance  of  the  measures  you  have  adopted  request  assist- 
ance in  a  way  which  your  Laws  will  not  warrant  you  will  please  to 
excuse  it  &  grant  the  aid  in  Such  way  as  your  Laws  may  point  out 
&  your  wisdom  may  Direct.  I  shall  ever  stand  ready  to  account 
with  your  Councill  for  the  use  of  every  power  entrusted  to  me  by 
them  &  will  in  every  instance  endeavor  to  Comply  with  what  appears 
to  be  iheie  wish  &  shall  be  Thankful  for  every  advice  which  the 

«  See  page  422.  f  See  page  427.  %  See  page  888. 
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Coanoill  or  any  of  its  members  will  please  to  Commimieate.    I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  most* 

On  Publick  Servioe. 

His  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Read  Esq'  president  of  the  Oonneill  of 
Peilsylvania  Philadelphia. 


OoL.  Fbogtob  to  P&bbipbkt  BbbBj  1779* 

Easton^  May  27th,  1779, 
Sir, 

I  am  pressed  exceedingly  by  the  Officers  of  my  Regiment  to  make 
their  wants  known  to  your  Excellancy  such  are  their  necessities  that 
many  of  them  have  no  other  Cloathing  to  appear  on  Daty  &o.|  bat 
such,  plain  Oloatbs  as  they  had  laid  aside  when  they  Joioed  the 
Service  and  what  adds  to  their  misfortune  that  the  Jersey  Officers 
with  whome  the  necessarily  do  duty  with,  are  well  provided  with 
every  necessary  of  Cloathing,  and  given  by  their  State.  I  do  not 
by  mentioning  these  matters  in  the  least  degree  think  yon  woold 
withhoki  the  Cloathing  granted  for  the  gentlemea  of  ray  Begiment 
bat  forward  the  same  by  every  saitable  means  having  bat  Oooalar 
demonstration  of  Cloaths  being  in  the  State  Store  out  oat  for 
Officers  and  our  wants  as  Graving  as  otfaeis  and  Knowing  <rf  other 
Officers  being  supplied,  after  our  application,,  gave  room  for  some 
Jealousies  I  hope  your  Ezoellaacy  will  be  pleas'd  to  Consider  the 
promises  and  so  far  as  'tis  Just  in  proportion  with  other  Tro<^  ef 
the  State  to  order  Cloathing  to  be  Issued  for  the  Corps  of  Artilkry 
I  wish  your  Excellanoy  every  Fellioity  and  rMnain 

Honoured  Sir 

Tour  Ob*.  Servant 

THO'.  PROCTER 
OoL  P.  Arlillery.f 

P.  S.  Lieutenant  Webster  waits  on  your  Excellanoy  and  should 
be  proud  of  your  Answer. 

IHreded, 

Bis  fixcelkney  Jos.  Reed  Esq'  Philadelphia. 

*  Autofpaph,  &o.,  cut  off.    See  CoL  Becb,  Vol.  301.,  p,  9l 
t  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  6. 
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Gov.  P.  Hbnry  of  Vikqinia  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

W-burgh  May  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Resolation  of  tke  general  assembly  which  I  have  the  Honor 
to  transmit  herewith,  folly  expresses  their  sense  on  the  Sabjeot  of 
negociating  the  boundary  Line  between  your  State  &  this. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir 

Yonr  most  obedient  SerTEnt, 
P.HENRY* 
JDireetedf 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Read,  President  of  the  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania. 


In  the  House  of  Delegates  May  the  20th,  1779. 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  be  desired  to  inform  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  on  the  part  of  Pensylvania  to  adjust  the  Boundary 
between  tl)at  and  this  State,  that  thif^  AssemUy  will  proceed  to 
nominate  Commissioners  for  the  same  Purpose;  to  signify  that  the 
Place  appointed  by  them  is  agreable;  but  to  desire  that  such 
meeting  may  be  postponed  until  the  Assembly  shall  have  risen,  4^ 
which  Notice  shall  be  given  them. 

Teste. 

E.  RANDOLPH  aH.D. 
May  21st,  1779. 
Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

J.  BECKLEY.  C,  S. 

A  Copy.    John  Beckley  0.  S. 
*  8«e  CoL  Beo.,  YoL  XII.,  pv  16. 
19* 
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MoClxnachan  &;  Ibwin  to  P&e^.  Beed,  1779. 

'  Philada,  27th  May,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  aoqaainting  yonr  Exoellenoy  tbat 
notwithstanding  we  have  been  oonstantly  employed  in  endeavooring 
to  collect  the  Babsoriptions  for  fitting  ont  the  State  Ship  we  have  not 
been  able  to  collect  aboye  £20,000. 

We  have  advanced  on  acco*  of  the  Ship  £35,000  and  imagine  her 
Bills  nnpaid  amount  to  £26,000,  therefore  reauest  your  EzoellcDcy 
will  give  us  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  ^640,000  which  we  wiU 
account  with  you  for  in  the  course  of  ten  days,  when  we  expect  to 
have  the  whole  of  the  Ships  acco^  settled. 
We  are  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

moat  obd^  Serv^, 

McCLENAOHAN  &  IRWIN.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed;  Esq.;  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


BoABD  OF  Wae  to  Pbbbidbkt  Bbbd,  1779. 

War  Office,  May  28, 1779. 
Sir, 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  81st  July,  1777,  a  Plan  was  recom- 
mended to  the  respective  States  for  recruiting  the  Army  by  dividing 
each  State  into  Districts  &  appointing  a  Person  in  each  District  to 
recruit  Men^  this  Person  was  also  to  receive  Deserters  &  he  wts  to 
be  allowed  by  the  Oovemment  of  the  State  five  Dollars  for  every 
such  Deserter.  By  Resolve  of  Oct.  17,  77,  the  Reward  was  rtised 
to  ten  Dollars  &  i^^  ^<  foreveryMile  between  the  Place  in  which  the 
Deserter  may  be  taken  &  to  which  he  may  be  conveyed.^'  The  Pre- 
mium &  Mileage  to  be  Stop'd  out  of  the  Deserter's  Pay.  This  is 
the  last  Resolve  on  the  subject  In  the  last  Section  General  Wash- 
ington is  directed  to  send  Officers  to  receive  the  Recruits— these 
Officers  were  to  receive  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Powers  Money 
to  pay  for  the  Deserters  delivered  them  by  the  Persons  appointed  in 
the  Districts  &  to  account  with  the  Executive  Authorities  of  the  re- 

*See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  17. 
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Bpeotiye  States  for  the  Ezpenditores.  The  OoTernments  were  to 
draw  upon  Congress  for  the  Monies  famished  on  this  aoo^  The 
Board  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  under  the  Spirit  of  this  Resolve 
the  Council  may  if  they  think  proper  take  temporary  Measures  in  the 
Way  they  think  most  expedient  for  the  Payment  of  Premiums  to 
Persons  taking  up  Deserters  &  the  United  States  will  be  bound  bj 
that  Resolve  to  pay  the  Premium  &  Mileage  finally  to  the  State. 
We  think  at  the  present  Value  of  Money  the  Sum  agreed  to  be  paid 
^  by  Congress  is  much  too  low  &  therefore  we  wish  to  recommend  to 
them  an  Augmentation  &  endeavour  to  trace  out  some  better  Plan 
for  the  Payment.  Meantime  if  Couuoil  should  offer  a  larger  Pre- 
mium &  Congress  should  hereafter  agree  that  the  Sum  to  be  paid  by 
the  United  States  should  be  enoreased  we  conceive  that  it  will  be 
equitable  that  the  State  should  be  allowed  the  enoreased  Sum  if  they  . 
shall  even  under  their  own  Act  pay  to  the  Amount  thereof. 

On  examining  the  Resolve  of  the  17  Oct%  77,  we  perceive  a  Re- 
commendation to  the  States  to  make  Provision  for  the  Pnnishment 
of  Persons  Harbouring  Deserters  or  baying  Arms  &o.y  from  the 
SoldieriH-We  know  not  whether  Pennsilvania  has  passed  a  Law  on 
this  Subjects  We  aie  too  frequently  informed  of  the  Loss  of  the 
Supplies  by  the  Villainy  of  the  Soldiers  &  we  beg  Council  will  be 
pleased,  if  no  Provision  is  already  made,  to  lay  the  Matter  before  the 
ABsembly  at  their  next  Meeting  that  they  may  be  pleased  to  fall  upon 
a  Mode  of  punishing  Delinquents  in  this  partieulari  &  thereby  put  a 
Stop  to  the  Enormity. 
We  are  Sir, 

very  respectfully 

your  very  obed.  Servants, 
RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  Order. 

Direetedf 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex.  Council 
of  Pennsilvania. 
War  Office)* 
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Oalbb  Davis  to  Cottkcil,  1779. 

Chester  CouDty,  28th  May,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  George  Brjan,  Esq.,  Yica 
President  of  the  Supreme  Ezeoutiye  Council  of  this  Common  Wealth 
requesting  me  to  Transmit  an  Account  To  jou  of  the  Justices  in  this 
County  ^.|  The  following  therefore  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the 
persons  mentioned  In  the  several  Commissions  of  the  peace  Issued 
since  the  Revolution  with  such  distinction  as  his  Honour  requested 
to  be  made,  yiz^ 

First  Isaae  Davis,  Sv^om  into  Office  &  siBoe  Deceased. 
2'  Evan  E>vans, .  Sworn 

8'  James  Moora>  Ditto. 

4^  Benjamin  Bartholomew,  Ditto. 
6  John  Mackev,  a  Member  of  Council. 

6  William  ail>bons,  not  Qualified  &  out  of  County. 

7  Joshua  Evans,'  refused  to  Qualify. 

8  Isaac  Pearson,  Ditto. 

9  Dan  Griffith,       Sworn. 
10 'Patterson  Bell,.   Ditto. 

11  John  Hannum,  Affirmed. 

12  Robert  Smith,      Ditto. 

13  Phillip  Scott,  Sworn. 

14  Thomas  Taylor,    Affirmed. 

15  Thomas  Cheyney,    Dittos 

16  Thomas  Levie^         Ditto. 

.  17.  Thomas  Boyd,  Sworn  into  Office  &  since  Deceased. 

18  Rol)ert  Ralston,  refused  to  Qualify. 

19  John  Hart,  never  Qualifyed  &  out  of  County. 

20  Richard  Reyley,  refused  to  Qualify. 
.  21  William  Evans>     Sworn. 

22  William  Clingan,    Ditto. 

Elections  have  been  held  in  every  District  but  there  is  no  Justices 
in  the  three  following  Districts,  To  wit,  first  Chester  Upper  and 
Lower  Chichesters  Aston  Bethel  &  Middletown,  2*  Darby  Radnor  & 
Haverford,  8'  Newtown,  East  Town  Willistown  &  Goshen. 
I  am  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  ob*  Serv* 

CALEB  DAVIS. 

Directed^ 
Timothy  Matlack^  Esq.,  Secret'y  of  Council;  Philadelphia. 
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PbTHSON  WM.  HOLLIDAt  &C.y  TO  CoXTKOILy  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  Presidettt  imd  Counoil. 

The*  Indians  being  now  in  the  County  the  frontier  Inhabitants 
being  Generally  fled^  leaves  the  few  that  Remains  in  snch  a  distres*!} 
Condition  that  Pen  can  hardly  Describe,  nor  yonr  Honors  can  only 
have  a  faint  Idea  of,  nor  can  it  be  Conoeiv^d  properly  by  any  but 
snoh  as  are  the  subjects  thereof,  But  while  we  suffer  in  the  part  of 
the  County  that  is  most  frontier,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Interior  part 
of  this  County  live  at  ease  and  safety. 

And  we  humbly  conceive  that  by  some  immediate  Instruction  from 
Council,  to  call  them  that  are  less  Exposed  to  our  Relief  we  shall  be 
able  under  Ood  to  Repulse  our  Enemies  and  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  distressed  Inhabitants  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  Industry.  There- 
fore we  humbly  pray  you  would  grant  us  such  Relief  in  the  premises 
as  you  in  your  wisdom  see  Meet.  And  your  Petitioners,  shall 
pray  &o. 

JAMBS  MARTIN,  S.  L". 

N.  B.  There  is  a  Quantity  of  Lead  at  the  Mines  in  this  County, 
Council  may  procure  for  the  use  of  s^d  County  which  will  save 
Carriage  &  supply  our  wants  with  that  Article  which  we  cannot  exist 
without  at  this  Place,  &  our  Flints  is  altogether  Expended  therefore 
we  beff  Conncil  would  furnish  us  with  these  necessaries  as  they  ia 
their  Wisdom  sees  Cause. 

WILLIAM  HOLWDAT,  P.  Mi 
THOMAS  COULTER,  Sheriff, 
RICHARD  J.  DELAPT,  Capt, 
BAM  DAVIDSON, 

P.  S.  Please  to  suply  us  with  powder  to  answer  Lead. 

May  29th,  1779. 

Dirededf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


y  Favor  of) 


^1.  Smith. 
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Fbbs.  Bbib  to  Colonel  MABinr,  1779* 

In  GoimcO. 

PhUad*,  May  29**,  1779. 
Bir, 

Yonr  Favour  by  Ool.  Smith  is  duly  reoeived,  &  we  aiocerely 
aympathize  with  you  in  the  distressing  state  of  your  Affairs.  We 
should  be  very  unhappy  if  we  eould  charge  ourselves  with  omittiog 
any  Thing  in  our  Power  for  your  Relief.  But  as  early  as  February 
last  the  President  went  to  Gamp  to  concoct  Measures  with  Oen. 
Washington  for  your  Defence^  &  on  the  80th  March  Orders  were 
issued  to  the  Counties  of  York,  Cumberland,  &  Lancaster,  to  detach 
250  Militia  for  the  Support  of  Bedford  &  Westmorland.  It  was 
with  great  Concern  we  found  their  Orders  so  seasonably  issued,  and 
not  as  seasonably  complied  with.  The  first  Difficulty  occurred  in 
York  County,  where  it  gradually  increased,  &  ended  at  last  in 
Neglect  of  the  Order.  Lancaster  was  likely  to  have  complied  fully, 
but  finding  York  County  had  shrunk  back,  followed  the  Example. 
We  greatly  regret  their  Failures  of  publick  Duty,  for  which  the 
Injury  to  the  Corps,  &  the  great  Distress  for  laboring  Hands,  &  Fear 
of  Famine,  are  assigned  as  Reasons,  how  just  ft  sufficient  we  do 
not  say,  but  are  sorry  to  find  yon  are  likely  to  suffer  so  much  by  it 
We  have  communicated  the  Orders  ft  the  Answers  we  have  re- 
ceived to  Col.  Smith,  who  will  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  full 
Account.  We  have  now  done  every  Thing  you  have  reouested  of 
ns;  inclosed  is  an  Order  from  Oen.  Roberdeau  for  500jb  Lead; 
1000  Flints  will  co  up  to  Carlisle  by  a  Waggon,  Mr.  Smith  has 
pointed  out  to  us,  ft  inclosed  you  have  an  Authority  to  call  out  such 
a  Number  of  Militia  as  mav  be  necessary  for  Defence,  on  an  Emer- 
gency. We  wish  you  to  believe  that  we  are  fully  determined  to 
give  you  all  the  Relief  ft  Assbtance  possible,  ft  tho'  distant  from 
ns,  we  shall  pay  an  unremitted  Attention  to  any  Thing  which 
concerns  the  Frontiers. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  due  Regard, 

your  obed.  h'ble  ser 

P.  S.  Mr.  Smith  carries  up  the  Commissions  for  your  Offioers  of 

Militia. 

J)ireetedf 
To  Col.  Martin,  Sub  L«  of  the  County  of  Bedford.^ 
*  See  CoL  Rcc,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  9. 
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Pass.  BsBD  TO  Captain  Campbell,  1779. 

In  Council. 

PhUad-,  May  29th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yoor  Letter  of  26  April,  bnt  not  dated  from  any  Plaoe,  came 
safely  to  Hand.  Your  Request  inclosed  of  retaining  your  Rank, 
has  been  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  War,  &  tho'  we  have  not 
received  their  Answer,  yet  the  like  Indulgence  having  been  granted 
to  other  Officers,  will  no  Doabt  be  extended  to  you ;  as  soon  as  we 
jeoeive  a  formal  Answer  will  communicate  it,  in  the  mean  Time  we 
wish  yon  to  proceed  in  the  Business  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  & 
fill  np  ;^ottr  Company.  We  have  complied  with  your  Requests  in 
forwardmg  Money^  having  sent  herewith^  10,000  Dollars,  which 
will  be  delivered  yon  by  Major  Boggs.  Mr.  Carver,  of  Carlislei 
will  supply  the  Men  with  Arms,  &  as  they  are  Continental  TroopSy 
the  Comm'  of  Military  Stores  will  furnish  the  Accoutrements,  &o. 
Other  Arddes  will,  we  expect,  be  furnished  by  the  Commissaiyi 
under  Gen.  Sullivan,  at  Sunburyy  when  the  Companies  are  to  march 
with  all  Expedition,  as  soon  as  oompleated.  he  assured  we  shall 
endeavour  to  have  every  Thing  done  in  our  Power  to  comply  with 
the  Engagements  of  Congress  as  speedily  as  possible* 
I  am  Sir, 

Year  obed.  h'ble. 

Philad.,  May  29,  in9. 
Direcied, 

To  Capt  Thomas  Campbell. 


Pess't  Sbed  to  Gbk.  Washthgton,  1779* 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  29th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tonr  Excellent*  Favour  of  the  Inst,  and  of  the  22<*  (Circular) 
have  both  been  duly  received,  &  in  Answer  to  the  former  we  are 
happy  to  find  our  Explanations  have  been  so  satisfactory  &  agreeable. 
The  distressing  Complaints  from  the  Frontiers  will  we  trust  greatly 
apologize  to  your  Excell^  for  the  Anxiety  shown  in  our  Letters. 
But  as  we  hope  these  Calunities  will  ^soon  cease,  &  of  Course  we 

*  Not  fouid. 
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shall  not  be  under  any  Neoessitity  of  troabling  yon  with  frrther 
Applications. 

Jast  as  your  Excelk*  Favour  of  the  22*  Inst,  arriyed,  we  had 
sent  to  the  Press  a  Proclamation  in  very  cogent  Terms  for  appre- 
hending Deserters— one  of  which  we  inclose,  &  hope  the  Measure 
will  have  a  good  Effect'  If  we  could  be  furnished  with  recruiting 
Money  we  should  also  do  something  in  that  Way — tho  we  should 
be  glad'  to  be  informed  (&o  fkr  as  might  be  proper)  of  the  Deficien- 
cies of  our  several  Regiments,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of 
the  Extent  of  our  Applications  k  Exertions,  for  we  beg  Leaye  to 
assure  your  Ezcell>^  that  we  feel  the  Justice,  Propriety  &  Wisdom 
of  the  Observations  you  have  made,  &  shall  most  heartily  endeavour 
to  strengthen  your  Hands  &  support  your  Measures  to  bring  out 
Affairs  to  a  happy  &  speedy  Issue. 

We  have  long  wished  to  see  the  Clothier  Department  so  nuinaged 
as  to  give  more  general  Satisfaction.  Whether  the  present  System 
will  do  so  we  cannot  say ;  but  it  shall  have  our  furtherance  t  Assist- 
ance ;  as  Mr.  Moore  is  continued  at  the  Head  of  it  we  sent  for  him 
this  Morning  &  he  informs  us  that  the  Resolve  of  the  28  March  is 
only  a  Part  of  the  System,  k  j;hat  an  Appointment  of  the  State 
Clothiefr  who  is  to  reside  at  Camp  will  at  this  time  be  unreason- 
able. 

-  We.  have  the  Pleasure  of  informfng  your  Excell'  that  a  Spirit  of 
Reformation,  Attention  to  Finance  k  Restoration  of  lost  Credit 
seems  likely  to  prevail,  k  we  hope  the  Lethargy  which  you  justly 
observe  has  seized  us,  will  soon  give  Place  to  animated  Exertions. 
For  we  cannot  but  believe  there  remains  a  Portion  of  that  Spirit 
which  distinguished  America  at  an  early  Day  sufficient  to  rekindle 
a  due  Attention  to  our  neglected  Duty  k  Interests.  Wo  have  k 
shall  endeavour  to  promote  such  a  Spirit^  &  the  Refleetion  that  by 
so  doing  we  shall  most  effectually  advance  your  Views  k  co-operate 
with  the  Army  is  not  one  of  the  least  encouraging. 

We  have  directed  Col.  Matlaclk,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  to  attend 
with  ihe  4  necessary  Papers  on  Gen.  Arnold's  Tryal^  &■  beg  Leave 
to  introduce  him  to  your  Bzoell'*  -Regard  k  Notioe. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  k 

very  Hble.  Serv. 
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3.  WtLKTsaotf  ^0  PRBS.  Rbbd,  lT7d, 

Fredericksbarghy  May  SOth^  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beff  leave  to  trespass  a  Moment  on  jour  Bzcellendy's  Time,  & 
hope  we  oceasion  will  jflsdff  the  intnimon.  I  kjA  positively  in- 
fomted  that  OenL  Arnold,  on  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  borrowed 
t  snm  of  Money  of  the  GommiMaries,  Chandler  ft  White,  whieh 
was  afterwards  disoonnted  on  a  Oontraot  for  Rum,  or  some  other 
Article^  with  Mr«  Constable,  and  I  therefore  think  it  may  be  neees- 
SBiy  to  examine  those  Oentlemeifr  on  the  Qenemls  Tryal,  touehing 
this  Cktmmstanee*  I  do  not  wish  to  oonvey  the  most  oblique  insinua- 
tion against  Mr.  Chandler  or  Mr.  White,  as  I  think  them  very  worthy 
Hen,  nor  would  I  wish  thisehannel  of  oommtlnioation  to  be  promul- 
Mted  until  I  am  present  to  explain  ft  vindicate  it.  I  hope  your 
lijieelbney  will  ezouee  a  Liberty  prompted  by  h  Love  of  Justioe. 
I  am  with  the  highest  respect, 

your  ready  Servant, 

J.  WILKINSON. 


Rev.  W.  Rogbbs  to  Council,  1779. 

Phil*,  May  81, 1779. 
May  it  please  tiie  Council. 

As  I  am  obliged  to  set  out  on  the  Morrow  to  join  my  Brigade  on 
th0  Itidian  ffixpedition,  I  wish  that  your  hon*'*  Board  would  be  so 
hind  as  to  Issue  an  Order  this  Day  in  my  Favor,  allowing  M**  Rogers 
in  Time  of  my  absenoe  to  Draw  of  M'  Crispin  One  half  of  the  Ra- 
tions of  Tea,  fiugar,  Coffee  &c.,  To  which  by  the  Resolve  of  Assem- 
bly of  March  18^,  myself  with  other  Offioers  in  the  Penns*  Line  are 
Entituled.  As  I  shall  not  make  use  of  all  myself,  as  the  Tour  on 
whioh  I  am  going  is  Rather  Dangerous  ft  the  Ezpenoes  attending  a 
Family  in  this  City  very  great,  1  hope  that  your  hon*»»  Board  will 
be  so  kind  as  to  grant  my  Request.  The  Doing  of  which  will  lay 
me  under  the  greatest  Obligations.^ 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  GentleineB, 

your  moat  Obed«  loid  very  humble  Serv^, 
W.  R0QHR8. 

The  Hon'ble^  The  Supreve  Sxeeadve  GonteiL 
*  See  Colon.  B^.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  21. 
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Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Boabd  of  Wab,  1779. 

In  Council) 

Philadelphia,  Hay  Slst,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

Some  Time  in  September  last,  or  perhaps  a  little  sooner,  aptfn 
Information  respecting  one  Mr.  Seagrove,  your  Hon.  Boani  ma 
directed  to  write  to  Mens.  Girard  or  the  Count  D'Estaing.  It  is 
deemed  necessary  on  the  Trial  of  Gen.  Arnold  to  shew  in  what  Liglit 
that  Person  was  considered.  You  will  therefore  please  to  direct 
your  Secretary  to  giye  a  certified  Copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  your 
jBoard  in  that  Matter,  so  that  they  may  be  forwaarded  to  moiroir 
Moru*. 

We  are  info^ed  of  much  Disturbance  at  Beading,  between  the 
British  Prisoners,  &  the  Inhabitants,  &  fear  from  the  Temper  of  the 
People  there  some  Insult  may  be  offered  them.  If  the  Board  have 
not  Places  in  Contemplation  more  proper,  we  would  mention  to  them 
the  Towns  of  Cohansy  &  Salem,  in  West  Jersey,  as  very  proper 
Places  for  Prisoners,  being  out  of  the  ordinary  Line  of  Communica- 
tion with  the  Enemy. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great 

Bespect,  your  most  Obd. 


Gbkl.  Sullivan  to  Pees.  Beed,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Easton,  May  31, 1779. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  am  Informed  by  Mr.  Blaine  (Commissary)  That  the  Stores  on 

'  Susquehannah  have  no  Guards  to  secure  tbem  ;  I  always  supposed 
that  the  ranging  Companies  from  your  State  would  pass  by  that  rout 
&  guard  the  stores  to  Wyoming.     I  must  Intreat  of  your  Excellency 

,  to  send  them  on  to  Easterton  if  they  are  Beady  ;  if  the  whole  are 
not  prepared  to  march  I  wish  Such  as  can  possibly  march  may  be 
Sent  on.  Should  the  whole  fail  to  be  ready  at  this  time  I  must 
request  the  favor  of  your  Executive  Councill  to  order  out  a  number 
of  militia  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Sunbury  for  the  purpose,  as 
my , Sending  a  part  of  the  Troops .  from  this  Quarter  must  be 
attended  with  the  most  Injurious  Delay  as  well  as  Fatigue  to  the 
Troops.  I  yesterday  returned  Arom  the  Great  Swamps;  I  find  the 
Bead  in  Such  forwardness  that  I  shall  march  the  army  for  Wyoming 
this  week.  I  have  already  Sent  on  five  hundred  men  to  Strengthen 
that  Garrison,  as  I  find  Col''  Butler  is  on  his  march  Downward  with 
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nine  hundred  men.    As  I  have  the  highest  Confidence  in  your 
Ezcellency  ft  the  Connoil  of  yowr  Skate  affording  me  Every  possible 
assistance,  I  have  no  Doubt  of  yon  adopting  Such  measures  as  will« 
best  answer  the  purpose  in  view. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  Lively  Sentiments  of  Esteem^ 

your  ExoeUencys  most  obedient  Servant, 
JN«»  SULLIVAN. 
Directed,  ^ 

g>n  publiok  Service.) 
is  Excellency  Joseph  Read;  Esqr.^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Genl.  Sullivan. 


Crso&aE  Boss  TO  Council,  1779. 

Gent, 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  that  the  business  in 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  is  much  delayed  on  account  of  the  want  of  a 
Begister.*  I  have  for  some  time  been  obliged  to  transact  the  whole 
business.  Let  me  entreat  Council  to  take  the  matter  under  Con- 
sideration, make  the  appointment  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am^with  respect 

Your  very  Hble.  Serv*, 

GEO.  BOSS. 
June  !•*,  1779. 
Dn^eeted, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  Pres'*,  and  the  Hon^ble  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylv*. 

*  See  Gol.  Beo.^  Vol.  XII.,  p.  14. 
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MeS,  AtLBK  TO  S«CT*T  MaTIIiACB?,  1779. 

Mn.  AlleIl^!  Compliments  to  Mr.  Matlaok  :  begs  leave  oiioe  mofe 
to  remind  him  of  his  kind  promise  to  her,  in  speaking  to  Gonimel 
with  remd  to  her  application  to  him  for  the  payment  of  the  money 
for  the  Lead  taken  from  her  House  for  the  tM  of  the  Pablick*  Aa 
she  is  obliged  at  present  to  pay  the  Taxes  for  last  year  it  will  be 
particularly  serviceable  if  he  can  let  her  know  the  proper  steps  that 
she  is  to  take  for  the  immediate  payment  of  it. 

Jnne  the  1, 1779. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlaok  Esq';  present. 


GjqiifL*  St«  Claie  to  Prm't  Bxbd/  1779. 

Spring  Field,  June  1*  1779. 
8if, 

Your  Excellency's  letter  accompanying  the  accounts  of  the  Money 
issued  for  the  Becruiting  Service  came  to  Hand  on  the  Evening  ol 
the  28th  ulto.,  and  as  we  marched  the  next  Morning  I  have  not  had 
it  in  my  Power  to  do  any  thing  respecting  them  \  ss  soon,  however, 
as  we  have  «ny  leisure  they  shall  be  settM.  I  spoke  to  his  Excel- 
lency  about  the  Indepeudent  Companies.  He  does  not  think  it 
ncoeesaiy  to  give  any  Directions  about  them.  They  are  to  remain 
with  Spencer  until!  the  Troops  join  up>on  the  Susquehauah,  whieh 
may  have  occasioned  the  misunderstandins. 

Enclosed  is  a  List  of  Officers  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Bail- 
ment whioh  I  rec'  yesterday  from  head  Quarters.  The  ColoneUs 
would,  no  doubt,  wish  to  recommend,  and  I  shall  appljr  to  them 
when  we  Halt  to  Nieht ;  in  the  mean  Time  I  thought  it  best  to 
acquaint  you  of  it,  as  I  doubt  G«nt"  for  Ensigns  are  not  easily  go^ 
and  several  of  the  Colonells  are' absent — some  I  believe  in  rmla- 
delphia,  whom  of  Course  you  will  see. 

This  will  be  delivered  by  Colonell  Hubley,  who  is  now  on  his 
wav  to  take  the  Eleventh  Regiment — the  Dispute  betwixt  him  and 
Colonell  Connor  having  been  settled  in  his  feivour,  whereof  he  has  a 
Certificate  from  me,  which  I  hope  will  be  sufficient  to  procure  the 
Commission. 

The  Current  of  Intelligence  indicates  a  design  in  the  Enemy  upon 
the  Highlands.  We  are  marchii^  to  watch  their  Motions,  and  I  am 
very  happy  to  inform  Ton  that  We  are  in  high  Health  and  Spiritoy 
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and  not  a  litUe  pleased  to  have  been  the  first  Part  of  the  anny 
ordered  to  take  the  Fidd. 

Please  to  present  my  best  Bespects  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  fieed^  and 
believe  me  to  be  with  Ksteem  and  Bespeet, 

Sir^  joor  most  obedient  Servant^ 

A'  e*OLAIR. 

His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsjlvania. 


MioHAjUi  Fakmer  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Sapreme  ExeeatiTe  Comiml. 

The  Petition  of  Miohael  Farmer  of  the  Citj  of  Philadelphia,  Tobac- 
oonist. 

humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  has  had  a  long  time  on  hand  a  ^reat  quantity 
of  manufactured  Tobaoco  and  Snuff,  for  which  in  the  present  time 
he  has  no  sale  to  the  great  Injury  &  detriment  of  himself  and  poor 
Wife  &  Children  haying  no  other  means  of  Support  than  the  little 
Profits  of  his  Trade. 

Tour  petitioner  is  desirous  to  go  with  the  same  to  New  England 
or  some  parts  of  these  United  States  in  order  to  yend  his  said 
Tobacco  ft  Snuff  and  thereby  procure  Bread  for  his  family  aad  to 
that  end  humbly  prajeth  to  grant  him  your  passport  And  your 
Petitioner  as  in  duty  fto. 

MICHAEL  FABMBB.* 
Phihid.,  June  U%  1779. 

Petition,  Michael  Farmer. 

*  See  GoL  Bea,  Yd.  XIL,  p.  11. 
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Pbes.  Bbkd  to  Board  of  Wak,  1779. 

GentlemeDy 

I  send  you  herewith  Bome  Papers  received  from  ReadiD^--fiom 
these  &  other  Accounts  the  Consequences  of  keeping  the  Prisoners 
longer  there  will  he  yerj  prejudicial  to  the  Inhabitants  &  eventuallj 
injurious  to  the  States.  We  therefore  request  you  would  take  the 
necessary  Stepji  to  remove  them — &  if  out  of  the  State  the  more 
agreeable. 

I  am  Gent., 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv'* 
In  Council^  June  1, 1779. 

Directed, 
To  the  Hon.^  The  Board  of  War. 


pRES.  Bkbd  to  Oapt.  Jambs  Moktqombbt,  1779; 

In  Council, 

Phikd%  June  2d,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  you  this  Morning  to  which  must  now  refer.  This  will  be 
delivered  you  by  Capt.  Tucker  Commander  of  the  Boston  Frigate 
under  whom  you  are  directed  to  act  for  three  Weeks  any  former 
Orders  notwithstanding.  At  the  Expiration  of  #he  three  Weeks  you 
are  either  to  return  within  the  Capes  or  keep  the  Sea  as  you  think 
best,  &  as  your  Stores  &  Necessaries  will  permit  on  no  Account  but 
in  case  of  the  most  absolute  Necessity  coming  into  Port.  We  shall 
forward  to  Lewis  Town  necessary  Stores.  It  gives  us  great  Heasum 
to  hear  the  Ship  sails  so  well — and  as  it  will  greatly  redound  to 
your  Eonour  t  Advantage  as  well  as  of  the  State  to  make  a  Stroke 
on  the  Privateers  of  New  York  we  doubt  not  you  &  all  on  board 
will  exert  yourselves  fully  &  effectually  to  this  Purpose. 
Wishing  you  all  imaginable  Success 

I  remain  Sir  your  Obed.  H'bbl.  Serv^  . 

Dtreciedj 
To  Capt.  James  Montgomery. 

*  See  CoL  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  18. 
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Prks.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Samitel  Huntbr,  1779. 

Id  Conncil| 

P»  June  2d,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  26th  *Maj  by  fit'  Martin  waa  duly  red*.  The 
ahortness  of  the  time  prevented  our  sending  M'  Kemplins  Commis- 
sion but  will  do  it  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  mean  time  must  request 
you  to  nominate  suitable  persons  for  Lieutenants  and  we  can  send 
the  Commissions  altogether. 

I  was  always  apprehensive  that  boat  service  would  injure  these 
companies  and  wish  if  it  could  have  been  so  ordered  that  the  whole 
had  been  put  under  the  same  general  direction.  However  as  it  is 
for  one  great  and  Common  service  we  hope  the  good  people  of  the 
county  will  exert  themselves  to  forward  the  measures  of  which  they 
are  to  reap  the  immediate  benefit.  We  trust  a  very  little  time  will 
remove  all  apprehensions.  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  from 
General  Sullivan.  To  order  the  rangiog  Companies  on  that  service  is 
impracticable  to  order  the  Militia  of  Lancaster  is  unuecessary  aa 
there  can  be  no  danger  from  an  enemy  from  Middleton  to  Suubury. 
We  therefor  request  that  as  Lieutenant  of  the  County  you  will 
eive  him  all  possible  aid  in  the  transportation  of  his  stores  and 
let  him  know  that  you  have  rec*  such  instructions  from  us.  If  the 
situation  of  things  does  not  admit  your  giving  it,  we  think  you  had 
better  inform  him  so  candidly  and  whatever  orders  he  gives  as  to 
numbers  of  Guards  or  whatever  you  grant  keep  a  regular  account 
of  that  they  may  be  brought  as  proper  vouchers  to  support  our 
charge  against  the  Continent. 

You  may  always  rely  upon  our  utmost  attention  to  every  thing 
which  concerns  your  safety  and  hope  you  will  diffuse  a  spirit  of  Con* 
fdenee  thro  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  which  they  will  soon 
see  the  beneficent  consequences. 

Our  affairs  in  this  quarter  seem  to  wear  a  most  favourable  aspect 
and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  Providence  will  so  far  favour  us  in  a 
short  time  as  to  restore  us  the  blessings  of  peace  &  safety. 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  couple  of  late  News  papers  which  contain 
•all  the  publick  newis  we  have,  and  am  sir, 

your  ob*  and  very  humble  S* 

J.  R.  P. 

Directed, 
To  Colonel  Sam'l  Hunter. 

*  See  page  488. 
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Council  to  Boakd  op  War,  1779. 

8d  Jone^  1779. 
Gent, 

By  an  indosiire  mtbin  your  faronr  of  yesterday,  I  obserre  thai 
Mr.  John  Brooks'*'  of  York  Town,  stiles  himself  Town  Major.  Tho 
novelty  of  this  Character  took  the  attention  of  Ooanoil,  &  led  to 
some  inquiry.  Mr.  Hahn  of  t^at  place,  tells  ns  that  the  appoint- 
ment was  made  during  the  residence  of  Congress,  A  as  he  thinks 
your  board  there,  on  the  occasion  of  quartering  some  soldiers. 

It  was  thought  not  amiss  to  lay  this  information  before  yoa^  lest 
an  office,  now  perhaps  become  unnecessary,  should  be  continued 
under  *the  apprehension  that  Mr.  Brooks  was  commiadoned  by  the 
State  of  Pennsilyania. 

I  am^  &0. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Boaid  of  War. 


Phbs.  Besd  to  Col.  Wm.  Hekbt,  fro.,  1779. 

Sir, 

An  Officer  froin  the  Fort  just  now  delivered  me  the  iadoeed 
Letter.f  I  remember  last  Week,  Dr.  Hutchinson,  Mr.  Marshall, 
ft  Oapt.  Pealci  spoke  to  me  about  giving  Direodons  to  the  Officer 
at  the  Fort,  to  examine  the  Shallops  &  small  Craft,  but  on  oonvef»- 
ing  with  them  they  appeared  satisfied  with  the  Beasons  given  a§f 
stopping  diem.  Never  hearing  any  Thing  more  about  it,  I  yester- 
day Morning  repeated  former  Orders  given  that  all  Sea  Vessela 
oatward  bound  should  pass  fireely,  &  all  Shallops  &  smaU  Crafts  te 
pass  freely  both  up  &  down.  You  will  easily  perceive.  Sir,  that  theae 
Diraoftions  dashing  with  those  menf  in  the  Letter,  k  which  I  did  not 
know  till  this  mondng,  will  embarras  the  officer.  I  trust  the  good 
Sense  &  Virtae  of  the  Committee  will  show  them  £the]  ill  Oona^ 
i|iienoes  arisin|  thevefrom.  £!very  Gkntleman  of  the  Council  is  of 
the  same  Opinion  with  me,  that  as  the  Biver  upwards  is  quite  open  jk 
also  across,  that  the  stopping  Shallops  &  Boats,  with  a  View  of  pre- 
venting Goods  going  out  of  Town,  will  be  inadequate  to  the  End. 
Besides  which,  the  Ammunition  fired  away  from  the  Fort  to  stop  these 
small  Vessels,  will  be  a  great  Expence  which  we  cannot  replace.  We 
have  had  formal  Bemonstrances  from  the  Continental  Officers  on  the 
last  Subject  already.   But  the  great  Diffeulty  still  remains,  which  we 

*  See  page  469.  f  Not  foimd. 
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think  will  be  sorely  felt ;  I  mean  that  the  People  of  the  Country, 
finding  it  diffioalt  to  take  out  of  Town  what  they  want,  will  bring 
nothing  in.  I  am  olearly  of  Opinion  that  if  any  Umbrage  is  given 
to  the  Country,  we  shall  soon  find  ourselyee  very  mnoh  ^Ustressed. 
I  moeteamestly  wish  that,  if  the  Committee  think  the  Servioe  of 
any  Persons,  acting  under  the  Authority  of  Qoyemment,  will  be  ct 
use,  they  would  take  it  .thro'  the  ;Medinm  of  this  Board,  otherwise 
Confusion  ft  Mistakes  will  unavoidably  ensue.  And  as  we  have  one 
common  Object  in  View,  via :  the  publiok  Gk>od,  no  Gentleman  can 
doubt  our  concuiring  in  any  Measure  to  promote  it 
Directed^ 

To  Colonel  William  Henry,  Chairman  of  the  Committee^  &  for 
regulated  prices. 


Pass.  Bbed  to  Col.  Jbhu  Etbs,  1779« 
Sir, 

There  are  two  veir  pretty  Keces  of  Cannon  (brass)  come  down 
from  Lancaster,  which  belong  to  the  State.  They  are  not  mountedj 
but  the  Carnages  are  with  them..  If  your  Begi*  is  not  fully  sup> 
plied,  it  may  be  proper  for  some  of  the  Gkntlemen  to  take  them  in 
Hand.  They  are  now  in  the  State  House  Yard. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obed.  h'ble  ser.. 

JOS.  BBED. 
June  8, 1779. 
DireeUd^ 
To  Col.  Eyre^  Commander  of  the  Militia  Artillery,  Pennsylv*. 


Pass.  Rbibd  to  Maj.  Gbn.  Sullivan,  1779, 
Sir, 

lour  Favours  of  the  26th  ft  81st*  Ult.  came  safely  to  Hand,  and 
Tou  may  rely  fully  upon  our  utmost  Exertions  to  give  you  all  possi- 
ble Assistance  in  your  nresent  Service.  We  are  verv  sensible  of  the 
Interest  we  have  in  it,  both  generally  ft  specially,  ft  shall  use  our 
utmost  Interest  with  all  Persons  under  our  Authority  to  advance  ft 
forward  such  Measures  as  you  may  direct.  We  think  it  a  very  great 
Misfortune  that  the  Qr  Master's  Department  as  generally  arranged 
thro'  this  State  has  not  the  Confidence  of  the  People,  but  we  shall 
endeavour  to  obviate  this  Difficulty  by  all  necessary  ft  immediate 
Exertions  on  our  Part.  Oen^  Washington  has  recommended  to  us 
very  strongly  the  employing  of  6en^  rotter,  as  a  (Gentleman  whose 
Experience  a  Knowledge  of  the  Frontiers  may  make  his  Services 
very  beneficial  on  diis  Occasion,  an  Idea  with  which  we  perfectly 

*  See  pages  489,  460. 
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coincide,  bat  we  find  ourselvcB  embaraseed  on  tliat  Subject,  m  we 
do  not  see  how  a  Command  can  be  given  him  equal  to  hia  Rank  of  a 
Brig.  Gen^  under  the.State.  We  have  hinted  our  Wishes  to  him  k 
hope  they  will  induce  him  to  ofiferyou  hia  Services,  if  not  for  a  Com- 
mand as  a  Volunteer.  Should  he  do  so  we  beg  Leave  to  recommend 
him  to  your  particular  Notice  &  Eegard,  as  a  Person  in  whose  In- 
formation &  Advice  you  may  repose  gieat  Confidence. 

The  Board  of  War  wrote  to  us  some  Time  ago  upon  the  Subjeek 
of  providing  an  Escort  for  the  Stores  from  Middleton,  but  the  Know- 
ledge of  several  Gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  the  State  of  Things 
there,  enabled  us  to  satisfy  them  that  an  Escort  to  Sunbury  wis 
quite  unnecessarr  as  to  an  Enemy.  Tou  may  rely  upon  it  that  the 
only  Danger  to  the  Stores  would  be  from  the  Boatmen,  which  an 
Escort  of  Militia  would  be  more  likely  to  increase,  but  as  these 
Boatmen  are  regularly  inlisted  &  officer'd,  we  are  of  Opinion  they 
will  proceed  with  perfect  Safety  under  the  Inspection  of  two  or 
throe  discreet  Officers,  &  the  Militia  cannot  be  drawn  out  in  any 
Season  for  the  Service.  We  have  wrote  to  the  Lieut^  of  Nortbum- 
berUnd  to  comply  with  any  Bequisitions  yon  may  make  him  for 
Militia  for  Escort  from  Sunbury  to  Wyoming.  It  would  greatly 
retard  the  ranging  Companies,  both  in  repruiting  &  equipping,  to 
order  them  on  this  Service ;  in  many  Instances  they  muat  return  a 
great  Distance  back,  &  as  they  are  not  so  forward  as  we  could  wish, 
we  are  unwilling  to  add  to  their  Ofastcuotions.  The  very  high 
Wages  of  120  Dolla.  *^  Month  &  other  Encouragement  given  the 
Boatmen  so  much  beyond  That  for  Soldiers  will  prove  a  heavy  Clog 
to  the  recruiting.  It  is  thought  by  many  judicious  People  that 
Men  might  have  been  procured  at  a  less  Ezpenoe.  If  the  men  are 
drawn  ol  in  one  Way,  there  will  be  Deficiencies  in  an9tfaer,  k  tbo' 
this  Service  i»  absolutely  necessary  we  cannot  help  wishing  the 
Mode  of  providing  for  it  had  been  gone  into  with  more  Deliberation. 
From  the  best  Judgment  we  are  able  to  form  of  the  Progress  of  the 
ranging  Companies,  about  half  are  raised.  We  have  given  them 
directions  to  proceed  to  Sunbury  as  fast  as  possible  after  they  are 
com  pleated  or  nearly  so,  &  hope  they  will  prove  essentially  useful  to 
you }  there  have  been  some  Companies  raised  in  Westmoreland  k 
Northumberland  for  Special  Defence ;  if  they  are  found  necessary 
we  shall  give  them  Orders  to  Join,  but  we  are  unwilling  to  take  aoj 
Measure  which  may  lessen  the  Security  of  the  Inhabitants  or  increase 
your  Number  of  Mouths,  as  we  fear  a  Scarcity  of  Provisions  k  Ne- 
cessaries will  be  one  of  the  most  painful  Enemies  you  will  have  to 
combat. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  very  respectful  Regard, 
Your  most  Obed. 

Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  REED;  President 
,  The  Son.  Major  Gen.  Sullivan. 

June  3,  1779. 
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BOABD  OF  WaB  to  PRESIDENT  RebD,   1779. 

War  Office,  June  4, 1779. 
Sir,     "^ 

In  order  to  relieve  the  militia  from  guard  duty  at  Lebanon,  we 
ordered  the  military  stores  to  be  removed  from  thence  to  Lancaster. 
The  D.  Q.  M.  G.  wrote  us  the  inclosed  letters,  by  which  it  appears 
he  cannot  get  teams  for  the  purpose.  We  submit  them  to  your 
consideration,  and  request  to  be  favoured  with  your  determination 
in  the  case,  that  we  may  transmit  the  same  to  the  Quarter  Master 
by  his  express  who  is  waiting  an  answer. 
We  are,  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obed^  Servants. 

By  order  of  y«  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed, 
His  Excelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.)  President,  &g. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

War  Office,  June  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  honoured  with  your  Favor  of  the  8d.  Mr. 
Brooks  was  appointed  Town  Major  by  order  of  Congress  during 
their  Residence  at  York  Town.'*'  We  intended  to  have  discharged 
him  on  Congress  leaving  that  Place,  but  on  examining  into  the 
matter  we  found  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  careful  Person 
there  to  rectify  Retoms  of  Provisions,  &e.,  for  passing  Troops.  It 
appears  that  between  two  &  three  thousand  Soldiers  have  passed 
thro'  &  drawn  Rations  at  that  Post  on  their  Way  to  &  from  the 
Southward,  within  these  few  months,  &  we  believe  that  a  Saving 
more  than  equal  to  Mr.  Brooks'  Appointment  has  ensued  from  his 
being  stationed  at  the  Post.  We  have  it  however  now  in  Contem- 
plation to  discharge  him,  as  we  would  wish  to  avoid  even  the  Ap- 
pearance of  keeping  up  unnecessary  Offices. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect, 

Your  very  obed.  Servants. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  order. 
Directedf 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex. 
Council  of  Pennsilvania. 
(War  Office.) 

*  See  page  i^ 
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Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

War  Offioe^  June  5^  1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  this  Moment  received  Intelli^noe  that  the  Enemy  haT« 
poBseased  themselyes  of  the  Redoubt  at  Kingsferrj,  ft  are  proceeding 
to  invest  Fort  Arnold  at  West  Point.  The  Militia  in  that  Qoart^ 
are  destitute  of  Ammnnition,  &  the  Sizes  proper  for  them  are  at 
Lebanon.  We  beg  therefore  an  Order  from  the  Council  to  procure 
Waggons  for  the  immediate  Transportation  of  the  Ammunition  to 
Gamp.  Twenty  Waggons  will  be  necessary  at  least,  aa  we  have 
oUier  Articles  to  send,  as  well  aa  that  Ammunition. 
We  are,  Sir, 

with  great  Respect, 

Tour  veiy  obed.  Serv**. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Older.* 
Directed^ 
On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  y«  State. 
(War  Office.) 


Chas.  Prttit,  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  6  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  conversing  with  two  of  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Council  yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  the  Facts  suggested  in  a 

Eitition  which  they  shewed  me,  relative  to  continental  Waggons  and 
orses  remaining  idle  at  several  places,  while  those  of  the  State  were 
called  into  service,-— I  have  enquired  &rther  into  the  matter  and  find 
the  circumstances  were  such  as  I  then  mentioned ;  to  wit,  that  these 
Horses  were  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Gamp  to  be  attached  to  the 
Army ;  that  most  of  them  had  been  moved  forward  for  that  purpose, 
but  by  a  countermanding  order  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  they 
were  detained  for  a  few  Days,  but  to  be  in  constant  readinees  to 
move  on  the  shortest  notice ;  that  orders  have  since  been  given  to 
hasten  them  on  to  Camn  with  all  possible  diligence,  and  that  they 
are  in  motion  accordingly. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  16. 
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I  am  also  informed  that  the  late  orders  of  the  Coancil  for  calling 
ont  Teams  to  transport  stores  from  this  and  other  places  to  the  Sus- 
quehanna have  heen  so  slightly  obeyed  that  a  considerable  number 
of  continental  Teams,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  have,  from 
necessity,  been  turned  into  this  Service ;  which,  it  is  apprehended^ 
will  work  injurious  consequences  by  a  ^lure  in  the  number  of  Teams 
relied  upon  to  follow  the  Army  from  its  bte  Encampment  in  Jenej, 
from  whence  it  has  been  obliged  to  move  so  suddenly  as  to  leave 
great  part  of  the  Baggage  and  Stores  behind. 

If  it  wore  possible  to  effect  the  requisite  transportation  in  this 
State  without  resorting  to  executive  authority,  we  should  not  trouble 
the  Council  with  applications  for  aid,  and  as  we  studiously  avoid 
unnecessary  calls  for  this  aid,  I  should  hope  it  would  not  be  retarded 
thro'  want  of  a  due  degree  of  confidence  in  our  discretion  in  the 
Application  of  it.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

CBA.  PBTTIT, 
A.  Q.  H.  a. 
His  Excellency,  The  president  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Cut  CoHicrrrxB  to  Pexsidbiit  Bbbb,  1779. 

Sir, 

By  order  of  the  Committee  I  transmit  your  Excellency  the  Copy 
of  a  Letter,  No.  1,  to  the  Merchants,  Importers,  &c.,  &c.,  and  No.  2 
To  the  Dealers  in  and  Sellers  of  flour.  We  hope  that  by  leaving 
the  supply  sufficient  for  home  Consumption  to  their  discretion  and 
mansgement  it  will  point  out  to  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping 
the  markets  supplied,  by  importing  all  they  can  in  the  first  instance 
and  procuring  flour  in  the  last,  as  well  for  their  own  interest  and 
advantage  as  to  secure  themselves  from  the  disagreeable  consequences 
of  an  artificial  scarcity.  And  we  likewise  conceive  that  by  this  pro- 
ceeding we  leave  Trade  in  its  proper  Channel  and  free  ourselves 
from  any  murmuring  or  Complaints  which  the  merchants  might 
otherwise  have  to  alledge  or  make  against  us. 

We  hope  the  efforts  of  our  fellow  Citisens  to  redeem  and  support 
the  Credit  of  the  Currency,  by  gradually  reducing  the  Prices  of  goods 
and  Provisions,  will  be  a  means  of  removing  those  numerous  Com- 
plaints and  murmurings  that  have  of  late  so  generally  prevailed. 

The  task  allotted  to  us  we  shall  endeavour  to  execute  with  the 
utmost  eare  and  ciroamapeotion,  and  tho'  in  the  discharge  thereof 
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many  difficoltios  may  arise,  we  shall  be  earefdl  not  to  increase  them 
by  taking  on  onraelves  to  act  in  or  to  determine  on  Matters  which,  by 
the  constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State  are  within  the  precinct  of 
government;  and  for  the  redress  of  which  there  is  already  sufficient 
authority. 

In  making  these  declarations  to  your  Excellency  I  feel  a  pleasure 
in  having  it  in  my  power  to  add  that  the  confidepce  which  the  Com- 
mittee, as  Citizens  of  this  State,  repose  in  the  Wisdom,  integrity  and 
Patriotism  of  the  President  and  Council,  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  Tesd- 
mony  that  their  proceedings  will  always  have  in  view  the  support  of 
legal  Government,  as  well  as  the  redress  of  Evils  for  which  no  suffi- 
eient  laws  are  yet  in  being.  And  should  it  happen  that  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  duty  allotted  us  we  should  discover  practices  deserving 
the  attention  of  government,  we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  lay  the 
same  before  the  Honorable  Council  or  Assembly,  aa  the  case  may 
require,  and  we  hope  from  them  ohearfully  every  asaistanoe  they  can 
render  us,  so  far  as  the  legal  or  discretionary  powers  of  Government 
can  interpose  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  and  destructive  rise  in  the 
Prices  of  goods  and  Provbions. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Tour  Ezoellenoy's  obed*  ft 
Very  humble  serv*, 

WILLIAM  HENRY, 

Chairman. 
In  Committee,  June  5  th,  1779. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


No.  1. 

In  Committee^  June  Sth«  1779. 

Whereas,  intimations  have  been  thrown  out  and  apprehensions 
have  arisen  tberefirom  that  sundry  Merohante,  Importers  aad  others 
will  immediately  remove  the  g<^ds  they  now  have,  and  hereafter 
order  their  importation  to  some  place  or  Port  out  of  this  State,  with 
design  to  ev^de  or  defeat  the  present  Regulations  for 'appreciating 
the  Cuireney.  And  whereas  such  intimalieBs  and  apprehensions, 
however  grodndless,  may  beoome  the  oaose  ot  ftitore  disaonteni,  Ts 
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tfie  Injary  of  Gommefve  and  the  Bepatadon  of  many  worthy  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  State.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  that  the  following  Letter  be  sent  to  the  Merchants* 
Importers,  Resicient  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  its  neighbour* 
hood,  in  order  to  remove  any  such  intimations,  and  apprehensions  as 
well  as  to  prevent  the  Consequences  arising  therefrom. 

Gentlemen  : 

We  address  ourselves  to  you  as  men  mutually  interested  with  you 
and  yon  with  as,  in  the  support  of  one  Common  Cause,  the  happi- 
ness, prosperity,  and  independence  of  our  Country. 

We  conceive  that  the  Regulation  of  prices  is,  and  must  be,  an 
agreeable  Circumstance  to  yourselves,  because  the  two  immediate 
Consequences  to  you  are,  the  giving  value  to  the  money  you  have 
already  in  hand  and  reducing  the  Prioe  of  produce  which  constitutes 
a  part  of  your  merchandize.  We  are  sensible  you  must  severely 
feel  the  depreoiation  of  the  Money,  and  that  the  views  of  getting 
ought  now  to  give  way  to  the  thoughts  of  making  that  money  good. 

We  observe  that  Imported  Goods  take  the  lead  in  Prices,  and 
become  the  Rule  of  Regulation  for  Country  produce  and  other  mat- 
ters, and  we  apply  to  you  in  this  respect  as  fellow  Citizens  whom  we 
wish  to  interest  chearfully  with  ourselves  in  keeping  the  Market  as 
reasonable  as  possible,  that  good  order  may  be  preserved  in  the  City. 

Having  concisely  stated  those  matters  to  you,  which  we  are  sensi- 
ble your  own  Judgment  and  Interest  will,  on  the  first  reflectioui 
induce  you  to  support.     We  have  farther  to  observe. 

That  it  is  our  wish  and  intention  to  throw  no  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  trade  and  Commerce,  but  on  the  Contrary  to  give  every 
assistance  thereto.  To  yourselves  toe  leave  the  direction  and  manage^ 
ment  of  always  preserving  a  sufficiency  to  supply  the  state  you  live  in, 
and  to  you  only  will  the  state  look  for  that  supply.  We  will  grant 
the  permits  you  may  require,  but  we  must  at  the  same  time  point 
out  to  you  the  neeetsity  of  supplying  the  decrease  by  importation, 
BO  as  to  render  the  Port  and  market  of  Philadelphia  as  opulent  and 
plentiful  as  your  endeavours  can  contribute. 

We  consider  the  people  of  America  as  one  people,  and  wish  to  share 
with  them  and  they  with  us  in  all  things,  both  of  advantage  and 
difieulty,  and  if  Philadelphia  can  be  rendered  the  Market  for  other 
States,  in  the  present  time  of  hazardous  Importation,  we  shall  be  gla4 
to  see  it  done.  Bni/or  the  sake  0/ preventing  iniimations  and  ap' 
prdiennons,  tohich^  by  getting  abroad  may  injuriously  affect  your 
omn  honor  and  convenience,  a$  well  as  for  ike  general  good  0/  the 
steUe^  we  must  press  on  you  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  your  own 
Market  supplied. 

So  far  as  Our  Circle  of  deputed  power  extends  we  shall  give  every 
Just  and  necessary  assistance  to  the  Importer,  and  shall  rejoice  at 
eT^y  opjMortsmity  4nd  oeeasion  tf  doing  them  honoc  and  Justio0 
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before  the  PuVtio.  And  in  order  thereto  we  ehell  be  glad  in  the 
first  inetanoe  to  exchange  with  yon  the  following  engagement,  That 
M  yon  on  yonr  Parts  will  not  oooasion  a  Scarcity  to  take  the  advan- 
tage of  it^  BO  we,  on  the  Part  of  the  Pnblioi  will  not  take  the  adTaa- 
tage  of  any  extraordinary  Qnantities  yon  may  import  by  making  it 
a  pretence  to  rednce  them  below  their  YalnO;  for  onr  wish  is  to  sap- 
ply  other  States  and  onrselves  likewise. 

By  order  of  the  Oommittee. 

WILLIAM  HSNBT,  ChairmaiL 
No.  1.    Copy  of  a  Letter  to  the  Merchants,  Importers^  &o.|  Ac 


No,  2. 

In  Committee,  Jane  &th,  1779. 

Whereas,  Intimations  have  been  thrown  ont  and  apprehensions  have 
arisen  therefrom  that  the  Dealers  in  and  sellers  of  floor  in  this  City 
will  b?  concealment  or  neglect  in  procnring  the  said  article,  defeat 
or  embarrass  the  measures  now  adopted  for  the  appreciation  of  the 
Cnrrency. 

And  whereas,  such  intimations  and  apprehenuona,  however 
gronndless,  may,  in  a  little  time,  become  the  cause  of  great  nneasi- 
ness  and  discontents  and  injore  the  Beputation  of  the  individuals 
ooncemed. 

Therefore  Besolved,  that  the  following  Letter  be  sent  to  the 
Dealers  in  and  Sellers  of  Flour,  in  order  to  remove  any  such  intima- 
tions and  apprehensions  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  consequences 
arising  therefrom. 

Gentiemen, 

As  it  is  our  wish  to  ffnard  against  eretj  Evil  or  inoonrenienee  that 
may  happen,  and  as  the  near  approach  of  a  very  promising  harvest 
must,  in  a  little  time,  bring  down  the  price  of  flour  and  render  it 
plentiful,  so  we  hope  that  by  the  cheufnl  assistenoe  of  those  who 
are  most  conyersant  in  the  methods  of  supplying  the  City  with  flour, 
that  every  such  means  will  be  used  as  may  prevent  murmuriDgs 
arising  from  the  want  of  it.  ] 

We  beg  to  be  informed  by  yon  what  prospect  you  hare  of  pro- 
curing flour ;  and  every  industiy  you  may  use  therein  we  shall  with 
pleasure  do  yon  jnstic  for,  before  the  Public,  and  every  aasbtanos 
we  can  give  you  may  depend  on.  Yet  we  must  beg  leave  to  intimate 
to  you  that  should  a  scarcity  happen,  thro'  any  real  or  supposed 
inattention  in  you,  whose  business  it  hath  hitherto  been  to  deid  in 
that  article,  that  disoontento,  far  beyond  our  power  to  remedy,  may 
probably  tdce  place;  fl»r  the  want  of  floor  haa  in  all  Oonntriea  fVh 
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diioed  the  most  fktal  BeBeniments;  besidefl  which,  the  PaUiOy  eon- 
ndering  the  near  approach  of  harrest,  eaimot  now  lie  indnoed  to 
believe  there  can  be  any  real  soaroitj ;  yet,  as  we  before  mentioned^ 
we  shall  be  glad  to  do  juatice  to  your  Indnatry  in  pioeuiing  it 
By  order  of  the  Committee. 

WILLIAM  HENRT,  Chairman, 
^o.  2.    Copy  of  a  Letter  to  the  dealers  in  &  Sellen  of  Hour. 


Col.  Brobhbai)  to  Pbbs.  Bbeb,  1779. 

Pittsburgh^  6th  June,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  year  Letters  of  the  80th  of  last  Month  ft  the 
22nd  (t)  of  this  instant. 

General  Mcintosh  has  ever  been  somewhat  nnfortnnate  in  his 
representations  &  ideas  of  matters  in  this  Department  and  I  suppose 
yon  have  already  been  informjdd  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  garrison 
at  that  post,  Fort  Lanrens  were  oblidged  to  be  sent  in  or  perish  about 
the  16th  of  last  month.  Major  Vamnm  with  only  25  privates  kept 
it  nntill  the  26th  and  lived  on  Herbs  Salt  k  Cowhides  until!  I  sent 
him  a  supply  to  last  a  garrison  75  rank  &  file  to  the  19th  instant  and  in 
doing  this  I  was  oblidged  to  rob  the  other  Qarrisons  of  every  pound  of 
salt  provisions,  at  a  time  too  when  I  had  no  fresh  meat  to  subost  them 
on.  As  to  the  propriety  or  use  of  maintaining  that  post  I  shall  transcribe 
a  voluntary  opinion,  I  gave  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief 
on  that  point,  Vis*.,  The  throwing  in  of  supplies  to  Fort  Laurens  is 
always  attended  with  great  Ezpence  and  a  large  Escort  is  required 
to  Guard  the  provisions  whiirfi  are  necessary  to  subsist  a  Oanison  at 
that  distanoe  m  the  Enemies  Country,  without  the  Benefit  of  wator 
Carriage,  and  the  Frontier  must  in  the  meantime  be  uncovered  &  the 
Countrymen  called  out  from  their  Farms,  Should  live  Cattle  be  sent 
to  that  post  the  enemy  may  either  drive  them  off  for  their  future 
Consumption  or  destroy  them  when  they  please  to  do  it^  &  conse- 

rtntly  the  Churrison  must  suffer.  Besides  it  is  an  easy  matter  for 
Enemy  to  come  against  it  with  a  couple  of  pieces  of  artillery  and 
a  number  of  Savages  Black  A  White  by  way  of  Eyabaga  &  make 
themselves  mastors  of  it  before  the  siege  can  be  raised.  I  might 
have  added  that  the  scalping  parties  do  now  hold  up  their  Scalps  & 
give  the  Halluh  in  sight  of  the  Garrison  but  I  am  now  at  liberty  to 
.  evacuate  if  I  find  I  cannot  support  it  Gen^  Mcintosh  must  have 
influenced  hie  Ezcell'y  into  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  use  of  that 
poet  as  well  as  Fort  Mcintosh.  Or  the  General  must  have  reasons 
that  I  am  a  stranger  to,  however  I  shall  establish  a  post  at  Kittan- 
ning  in  a  few  days  which  from  the  nature  of  that  Country  will  be  of 

20* 
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gKftt  Mourity  to  the  loliabituitB,  baoarae  thert  are  bat  few  piflBor 
f  siBMrel J  wish  I  had  been  permitted  to  0Q>operate  with  the  Body 
moviiig  up  the  Suaqnehanna  beoanae  I  think  it  would  have  answered 
a  better  purpose  than  a  single  body  will,  but  the  event  must  dete^ 
mine  the  propriety  of  the  meaaore.  Yoa  may  depend  on  my  close 
attention  to  the  proteotion  of  the  Settlements,  but  I  have  told  his 
Excellency  the  Cfommander  in  chief  that  I  can  more  effectoally  pro- 
tect them  with  one  thoasuid  men  acting  offensively  than  with  tibree 
times  that  number  on  a  defensive  plauj  and  I  have  received  no  an- 
swer to  induce  me  to  alter  my  opinion.  I  have  lately  wrote  a  very 
angry  Letter  to  the  Lieu^  of  Westmorelaod  County  &  desired  him  to 
show  it  to  some  K)f  his  principal  officers,  this  is  on  account  of  a  back- 
wardness in  them  to  give  any  assistance  in  what  they  are  required  to 
do  by  the  Command'g  offioers  of  this  Departm*  but  I  cannot  avoid 
taking  all  possible  care  of  them.  And  1 1>eg  you  will  write  to  them 
and  inculcate  a  Spirit  of  subordination,  which  is  much  wanting.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  havB  now  a  party  oat  to 
take  a  Scalp  or  a  prisoner,  and  another  pkrty  is  preparing  for  a 
Tour.  I  believe  I  could* with  the  assistanoe  of  some  Indian  Goods 
Wampum  &  trinkets,  engage  the  Delawares  to  pull  off  fleoKaof  them 
Under  the  Mingoes  Scalps,  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  do  i%  with  words 
only.  I  would  readily  agree  to  a  premium  for  Indian  Sealps  but  I 
should  not  ohuse  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  Scalps  pf  the  firituib  untill 
I  get  some  distance  into  the.  Indian  Country,  so  as  to  prevent  a  pev- 
version  of  the  real  design  of  Oovernment.  Ton  tnay  r^  a^mred 
that  every  officer  &  soldier  !n  my  Reg*  entertain  the  hishest  gratitude 
to  the  State  for  the  exertions  of  theiegislatnre,  and  I  near  St  no  late 
objections  to  the  Government,  but  apprehend  it  is  looked  up  to  with 
proper  respect.  Col.  Bayard  has  informed  me  that  an  ample  supply 
is  on  the  road  &  it  is  expected  here  in  a  few  days,  but  I  should  have 
been  happy  to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  intended  proportions  to 
Officers  &  Men  &  under  what  regulations  it  ehouid  be  isnnd  k  by 
whom,  but  I  take  it  for  granted  that  is  left  to  me,  since  nodiing  has 
been  said.  I  have  no  doubt  of  reoeiving  a  proportion  of  every  ne- 
cessary for  my  reg'  in  time  &  I  assure  you  I  wish  not  to  be  aop- 
plied  to  the  injurv  of  the  other  Reg<*  but  mine  must  be  oonfest  to  be 
one  of  the  best  of  the  line,  and  I  trust  that  as  soon  ae  I  bave  latitude 
provided,  it  is  not  too  late,  their  action  a6  it  has  heretofore  done  will 
claim  your  esteem,  but  in  this  desultory  kind  of  action  diseipline 
wiH  necessarily  be  relaxed  for  which  I  am  hessrtily  soiry}  yet  daaa 
not  complain. 

Congress  has  furnished  me  with  a  conmderable  sum  of  Mooey  to 
recruit  my  reg'  &  I  must  wait  with  patienoe  to  receive  the  State 
Bounty.  As  to  the  unhappy  dispute  be<tween  our  State  ft  Yirnnia, 
I  conceive  not  a  word  will  be  said  untili  the  Boundaries  ate  fixed, 
both  sides  of  the  question.  I  despise  unjust  Claims  but  this  is  not 
the  time  for  a  Litigation.  It  is  with  pleasure  I  hear  that  the  ill 
'timed  disputes  in  our  State  ft  I  hope  mere  ExteiVRve  ones  (e;|oept 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOfllVBB  1779.  4«7 

tbeioqwrj  into  a  xiseal  Deus  Condoot)  hw^  tabwded.  I  hopolo 
bear  from  jou  soon  again,  bat  I  had  alnoat  lbi|^  that  I  haveanothor 
of  jowc  favors  to  answer,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  jroa  that  I  begin 
to  fear  we  carrj  our  defensive  plan  too  far^  this  was  prudent  at  finty 
but  I  oonceive  we  are  now  in  a  Condition  to  reduce  the  Enemj  A 
prevent  their  intended  irrnptions.  This. Country  eannot  be  conquered 
and  I  am  snrpriaed  that  such  rascals  as  Tories  have  now  an  eziatenoe 
amongst  us,  perhaps  this  may  be  owing  to  the  pedling  disposition  of 
some  of  that  Body  who  should  be  Honorable  &  whose  Character 
ought  to  be  sacred.  I  have  many  Oarrisons  my  force  does  not  exceed 
800  effectives,  but  if  I  was  at  liberty  I  couid  with  these  compell  the 
Savages  to  look  to  thdr  Families.  I  beg  you  will  not  be  too  much 
CoBcemed  about  Westmoreland  &  Bedford  Counties,  I  will  take  care 
of  them,  but  thev  must  be  subordinate  &  assist  in  their  ow«  salvation 
and  leave  me  to  judge  for  them  &  not  them  for  me. 

I  have  very  little  concern  about  the  articles  of  which  I  sent  my 
Son  a  list,  nor  do  I  wish  to  have  them  considering  the  present  scar- 
dty  for  I  am  assured  you  would  indulge  me  as  soon  as  another  officer 
of  my  rank  &  I  want  no  more. 

There  is  nothing  I  so  much  dread  as  a  dishonorable  peace,  for 
Heavens  sake  let  every  good  Man  hold  up  his  Hands  against  it. 
We  have  never  suffered  half  I  expected  we  should,  and  I  am  willing 
to  suffer  m^ch  4nor^  fiir  the  gjbrioos  cause  for  whrah  I  have  A  wish 
to  bleed. 

It  gives  ae  exquisite  pain  to  find  you  oompkin  because  I  know 
your  detcnsiliiatioB.  I  wish  Congress  had  sunk  doubie  the  mm  they 
jiave  ordered.  People  think  nothing  ef  tlie  moDsj  A  would  part  witk 
it  freely. 

•  I  doubt  the  Enemies  having  gained  an  advantage  o<ver  €kn.  Liuoolm 
Wless  ihsj  were  in  much  greater  Forae.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  in- 
itimatjely  acquainted  with  him  A  believe  him  to  be  an  ezoellent  Oflioer* 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  indose  Copies  of  several  Letters  con- 
taixiing  interesting  Intelligenoei  and  I  have  now  near  500  good  men 
in  readiness  to  oppose  Mr.  Butler  should  the  intelligence  I  have 
received  be  authentic. 

I  am  greatly  eblidged  for  the  Honor  yon  have  repeatedly  done  my 
Sob. 

I  cannot  eonolude  this  scrawl  without  first  earnestly  in  treating  you 
to  endeavour  to  convinoe  the  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  of  their 
mistake  in  refusing  to  obey  the  Commandmg  oficeroerders  A  relating 
a  moving  ciroumstan(l^.  How  a  part  of  my  Beg^  was  circumstanced 
at  Fort  Laurens,  I  have  already  mentioned,  under  these  Circum- 
stances as  Westmoreland  County  had  twice  refused  or  nealeeted  to 
send  out  men  under  Gen.  Mcintosh,  I  conceived  they  would  readily 
send  out  a  few  Horses  for  the  relief  of  their  Countrymen  A  accord- 
ingly demanded  fifty  Horses  from  that  County.  But  my  men  might 
have  perished  for  them,  not  a  Horse  did  they  furnish,  and  had  I  not 
suspected  them  from  their  former  Conduct,  and  ordered  some  of  the 
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Statefl  Hones  my  offioen  &  soldierg  mast  htye  perbbed,  wbieb  they 
would  have  done  before  Ihey  would  eyacuate  irithout  <»der8.  The 
diffienlty  of  Governing  this  Department  without  resouroes  is  inoon- 
oeivable  but  I  am  blest  with  a  great  stoek  of  patienoe.  I  should 
have  done  myself  the  Honor  to  have  answered  Col.  Jn«  Bayards 
Letter  by  this  Express  but  I  hope  he  will  pardon  me,  I  know  the 
generous  Connexion  between  you  &  whilst  that  lasts  I  beg  a  Letter 
to  one  may  be  reeeired  as  a  letter  to  both. 

With  every  mark  of  the  most  sinoere  Begard  k  Esteem, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  most  obed*  &  H'ble  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BBODHBAD. 
I  have  begged  Col*  Stephen  to  write  to  Col*  John  Bayard. 
JHreeUd, 

His  Exoellency  Gov  Beed. 
Indorstdf 
Bead  in  Coundl  June  18;  1779 


Y.  P.  Brtan  to  Gbobqb  Ross^  1779. 

Philada.  6ih  June,  1779. 

Council  have  heard  thro'  the  Delagates  in  Congress  for  this  State 
ihat  the  claimants  of  the  Sloop  Aotive  &  Cargo  luive  bec»i  sdieiting 
thai  honorable  body  for  an  advance  of  public  money  on  the  ground  of 
their  pretensions,  &  from  motives  of  Compassion,  Ac*.  This  our 
Delegates  have  opposed,  &  have  said  that  they  could  not  be  in 
distress,  inasmuch  as  their  claim  to  one  fourth  part  of  the  priae  in 
^inestion  was  undisputed,  &  the  money  lay  ready  for  their  use.  The 
board  incline  to  the  Ideas  of  the  Gentlemen  in  Congress,  as  the 
dispute,  in  a  legal  view,  is  now  at  an  end,  A  wish  to  give  no 
advanti^  against  the  State  in  the  farther  discussion  upon  this 
bunnees  that  will  probably  take  place  next  fall.  I  wish,  therefore, 
that  it  may  be  your  opinion  that  the  claimants  or  their  Attomies  in 
hci  be  paid  the  remaining  quarter  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  Sloops 
Active  &  Cargo,  if  they  think  fit  to  demand  it,  giving  a  simple 
recMpt  for  the  same. 

I  am,  &c., 

G.  B.,  y.  P*. 

P.  8.  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  Bobinson  to  be  register  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty^ 

Directed^ 

To  Hon.  Geo.  Boss,  Esquire. 
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I.  Matlack  to  Majok  Scull,  1779. 

Sir, 

Enolofled  u  t  warraDt  to  the  Waggon  Master  of  Lancaater^  oom- 
manding  the  supply  of  Waggons  this  day  demanded  by  the  Board 
of  War  for  transporting  ammunition  from  Lebanon  to  the  Army  on 
the  North  river.* 

I  am  respectfully 

your  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Seer. 
June  6j  1779. 

DirecUdp 
To  Major  Scull,  Seer  Board  of  War. 


V.  P.  Brtak  to  Board  of  War,  1779, 

In  GonnciI|  Philadelphia,  5  June,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  favour  of  yegterday  concerning  the  Barrack  master  at 
York  has  been  communicated  to  the  Council.  Yo^r  request  of  a 
Warrant  for  Waggons  to  carry  Stores  from  Lebanon  to  Lancaster  is 
complied  with.  Xou  will  find  it,  together  with  the  Letters  from 
Coll*  Patten,  &c*,  which  you  sent  to  the  Record',  inclosed.  As  no 
number  is  ascertained  either  by  you  or  the  D.  Quarter-master,  it  is 
made  out  for  twenty,  on  a  suppoMtion  that  for  so  short  a  journey 
th^  may  make  divers  trips  &  easily  perform  the  service. 

in  conformity  also  to  your  call  for  20  Waggons  to  carry  ammuni- 
tion, &c*,  from  Lebanon  to  Camp,  I  hand  you  another  warrant 
authorising  the  drawing  forth  of  the  number  required.  J  depend 
on  your  care  in  sending  these  authorities  to  the  Waggon  master  of 
Lancaster  County, 

&  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

G,  B.,  V.  P, 
Directed, 

Hble.  Board  of  War. 

*  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  YoL  XU.,  p.  16. 
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PBBg.  RcsD  TO  John  Oaesov,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tour  Pavonr  of  the  1'*  Im*  has  been  dulj  received. 

As  the  Men  will  want  huntmg  Shirts  &  are  entitled  to  them  by  a 
Besolntion  of  Assembl j,  we  shomd  be  glad  yon  would  proonre  tbem 
if  possible,  &  sach  other  Articles  as  are  comprised  in  the  Enconrage- 
ment  promified  the  Reomits.  Council  approve  of  your  supplying 
the  Pouches  &Fowier  Horns,  not  doubting  but  that  in  the  whole 
of  the  Pisbursements  you  will  use  the  utmost  Frugality  &  Oeoonomy. 
Gapt.  Campbell,  who  is  also  raising  a  Company  in  your  County,  wDl 
probably  apply  to  you  in  the  like  Manner ;  if  so  you  wO)  please  to 
furnish  him  with  the  like  Articles.  As  we  hope  to  have  all  these 
Things  brought  into  a  Continental  Settlement  you  will  see  the 
Propriety  of  having  all  Vouchers  as  correct  A  clear  as  possible. 

We  send  you  by  Mr.  Agnew  10,000  Dollars,  which  we  hope  will 
prove  an  ample  Supply  for  the  pneaent.  If  more  is  necessary  we 
will  endeavour  to  furnish  you  upon  Application.  Where  the  Gruns 
&  Accoutrements  are  found  by  the  publick  they  will  of  course  be 
returned,  you  will  therefore  be  good  enough  to  give  this  in  Charge 
to  the  Captains  whom  you  Supply,  that  Justice  may  be  done  the 
State  when  the  Term  of  Serviee  expires. 

I  am  with  due  Regard, 
Sir,  your  most 

Obed.  Hbble.  Serv«, 

JOS.  RBBD,  President.* 

On  pnblkk  Service. 

To  Jdin  Carson,  Esqf,  Cariisle. 

Fav*  by  M'  Agnew. 

*  See  Oel.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  16. 
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P*B8.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Andrbw  Boyd,  1779. 

To  Col.  Andrew  Boyd,  Sub.  Lieut  of  Chester  Conntj. 

In  Council,  Philad*,  June  7%  1779. 
Sir, 

In  Answer  to  your  Favour  re^eot'  the  TownsLip  of  Bast  Marl- 
borough, we  would  observe  that  a  Township  thus  contemptuously  & 
obstinately  evading  the  necessary  &  wholesome  Begulations  which 
have  been  made  for  Defence  k  Security,  can  deserve  no  more 
Favour  than  the  rigorous  Construction  of  Law  will  give.  Upon 
examining  the  Law  we  find  that  you  are  not  confined  to  the  Town- 
ship in  the  Choice  of  Officers,  but  that  the  County  being  divided 
into  Districts,  &  those  Districts  subdivided  into  Eight  Parts,  the 
District  is  to'ohiise  the  Field  Offioers,  &  the  Subdivisions  to  chuse 
the  inferiour  officers  &  Court  martial  Men.  Prom  this  you  will  see 
that  the  £leotioii  is  lot  confined  to  the  Township  but  to  the  District, 
&  as  in  forming  the  Districts  Doubtless  a  Regard  was  paid  to  the 
Cpuvesience  of  tbe  Inhabitants  &  the  probability  of  Service,  if  the 
other  Parts  of  the  District  do.not  elect  you  have  a  Righito  appoint — 
nor  do  we  find  that  this  Anpointment  or  Election  is  so  confined  to 
the  District  or  Township,  out  it  m«y  be  madA  out  of  it ;  and  it 
being  in  support  of  a  necessary  Law,  &ito  lay  an  equal  Burthen, 
your  Act  will  doubtless  have  Sk  very  &vourable  Construction.  But 
it  does  not  appear  equally  clear  that  you  can  now  compel  them  to 
muster  or  exact  the  Fines— we  would  therefote  advise  you  to 
poceed  in  forming  the  Company  upon  tibese  Prinoiples,  A  it  will  be 
best  to  do  it  as  soon  as  possible,  least  if  there  should  be  a  Call  for 
actual  Swvioe  tfaey  may  also  rescue  themselves  from  that  Duty  also, 
which  may  have  still  worse  Consequences. 

We  have  never  yet  received  the  Report  of  those  Townships  who 
refuse  to  return  their  Ptq>eFty,  from  which  we  hope  they  have 
oomplied.  As  we  aM  resolved  to  have  this  Law  in  a  more  especial 
Manner  fully  eaoaoted,  we  hope  no  lialae  Tenderness  or  Delicaoy 
will  delay  or  obstvnct  these  measures.  Snoh  Delinquents  will  find 
^Oovimment  sufficiently  able  &  willing  to  oompel  them,  as  wa  can 
never  comprehend  the  Reason  or  Propriety  of  giving  the  Beneifii  of 
Ooveniment  to  those  who  refuse  to  oontribnie  to  its  neeeseary 
•  tii^9rt. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hble.  ser. 
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Coi«.  Matihbw  Smith  to  Oovernbub  Mobris,  1779. 

Philad%  7th  June,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  are  denred  by  the  Oounoil  of  this  State  to  lay  before  voa 
some  papers  which  respects  a  paroell  of  floor  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Levy  HoUinsworth  of  this  City.*  Among  them  there  is  one  in  toot 
hand  writing  which  directs  the  delivery  of  the  floor  to  Mr.  Risoorg 
issoing  Commissary.  There  is  no  small  uneasiness  among  the 
people  on  the  subject  from  which  we  fear  some  inoonveniencea. 
Certainly  the  business  has  the  appearance  of  great  impropriety  in 
some  concerned.  It  will  oblige  us  if  you  can  make  it  convenient  to 
meet  with  us  in  the  Council  Chamber  to  morrow  forenoon  precisely 
at  ten  of  the  Clock,  when  we  wish  to  lay  before  you  some  letten  and 
other  papers  that  may  be  needful  for  you  to  peruse.] 
We  are  Sir, ' 
your  very  obedient  Servant 

GEORGE  BRTAN, 
MATTHEW  SMITH. 

Directedf 
To  Hon'ble  Govemeur  Morris,  Esq'. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  County  Mbmbbbs  of  Assbmblt,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  June  7th^  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  of  transmitting  you  herewith  the  Journals  of 
Congress  so  far  as  they  are  poblished.  The  limited  number  of 
Copies  to  each  State  being  only  20,  does  not  allow  us  to  send  each 
Member  a  Sett,  we  therefore  must  beg  you  after  Perusal  to  send 
them  to  your  Colleagues  that  each  may  nave  an  Opp^  to  know  how 
the  publick  Affairs  are  proceeding. 

I  cannot  help  congratulating  yon  upon  the  present  ftvonnUe 
Appearance  of  our  publick  Affairs.  We  have  the  fullest  Reaaoa  to 
believe  the  Enemy  have  been  totally  routed  in  South  Carolina.  A 
Number  of  Arrivals  from  different  Parts  with  West  Indian  k  Euro- 
pean Goods,  with  the  Success  of  the  Privateers  to  the  Eastward, 
have  given  us  a  Prospect  of  Plenty  &  a  Decline  of  Prices.  We 
trust  our  good  Friends  in  the  Country,  when  they  find  the  Spirit  of 

*  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  16, 18. 
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Extortion  &  Eztravaganoe  declining  in  ibe  City,  &  that  thoy  can  get 
Snpplys  of  what  they  want  on  reasonable  Terms,  will  also  ^follow  the 
Example  as  to  their  Produce,  to  which  they  seem  also  enoonraged 
by  the  plentifal  Harvest  which  Providence  has  famished.  We  hope 
also  that  in  a  little  Time  there  will  be  a  different  Appearance  of 
pnblick  Credit,  as  Means  are  taking  for  its  Bestoration  which  I 
trost  will  be  more  completely  effectual  than  any  yet  pursued. 
I  am  Sir;  with  due  Regard^ 

your  most  obed  & 

very  Hble  Serv. 


Gbn.  John  Sullivan  to  Prb8.  Beed,  1779. 

Head  Quarters  Bastoni  June  7th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  Honord  with  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  8d  Inst*,*  I  tm 
Happy  to  Find  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  Pursuing  Every 
measure  to  Forward  the  Expedition,  and  Lament  Exceedingly  the 
Obstructions  you  meet  from  the  measures  adopted  in  the  Quarter 
Masters  Department,  but  as  it  is  too  Late  to  Remedy  the  Evil  and 
the  Season  is  so  fur  advanced,  I  doubt  not  Every  Effort  will  be 
used  on  your  Part  to  have  the  Troops  sent  on  with  Expedition,  as 
the  Army  if  moved  to  Wioming  must  wait  their  arrival,  as  our 
Numbers  will  Mi  far  short  of  what  was  suposed,  and  the  Army 
must  Remain  there  Consnmeinff  the  Provisions  Intended  for  the 
Expedition,  untill  those  Troops  have  Join'd,  I  Have  so  Great  a 
Desire  for  the  Service  of  Oen'l  Potter  and  so  High  an  opinion  of 
him,  that  I  will  Give  him  a  Command  Equal  to  his  Wishes ',  I  think 
with  you  that  the  Stores  will  be  safe  below  Augusta,  Though  Gen. 
Hand  seems  to  be  of  a  Contrary  Opinion.  I  shall  not  call  upon  the 
Companies  Raised  for  special  Defence  or  upon  the  Militia  of  North- 
umberland but  in  Case  of  Absolute  Necessity,  I  beg  your  Excellency 
and  the  Council  to  Accept  my  most  Grateful  Acknowledgements  for 
the  Early  Provission  you  have  made  in  such  Case,  and  that  you 
will  believe  me  to  Be  with  the  most  Lively  Sentiments  of  Esteem, 
your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servant 

JNO.  SULLIVAN. 
Directed^ 

On  public  service. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Stote  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  457* 
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GovBBNOR  Wm.  LiviKasTOH  TO  Prhs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Bordentown,  7  June,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  met  accidentally  with  a  Ladj  last  Evening,  that  aqiong  a  mul- 
titude of  other  passengers,  had  just  landed  here  out  of  tbe^  Stage 
Boat  from  Philadelphia.  She  acknowledges  herself  bound  for  New 
York,  after  she  shall  have  staid  at  Am  boy  as  long  she  thinks 
proper.  She  pretends  to  have  been  taken  with  Burgoyne's  Army, 
in  which  she  says  that  her  husband  (a  Canadian)  fell ;  &  that  she 
has  a  Brother  in  the  British  Service  in*  New  York  with  the  CoQ- 
yention  Prisoners;  she  says  she  march'd  to  Virginiai  &  has  travelled 
thence  to  this  place,  without  a  pass  from  any  State.  I  take  her  to 
be  one  of  their  female  news  carriers,  &  have  sent  her  back  to  the 
last  State  she  came  from.  She  confessed  to  the  passengers  in  the 
boat  that  she  had  been  both  at  Quebec  &  New  York,  since  the 
surrender  of  Burgoyne.  Your  Excellency,  upon  her  further  exami- 
nation, may  either  think  proper  to  send  her  along  further  South- 
ward, or  in  case  she  may  only  be  permitted  to  ffo  to  New  York,  to 
|;rant  her  your  pass,  according  to  the  resolve  of  Ooogresa. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

with  great  Esteemi 

your  Exoellencys  most  h'ble  serVt, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

She  says  she  will  go  to  Philadelphia  if  she  must,  but  that  she  Jul 
determined  to  get  to  New  York  without  any  pass. 
Directec(j 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Bsqr.,  Preeideat  of  the  Ooi^- 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvaniai  in  Philadelphia. 


Col.  John  Mitchbll  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Quarter  Masters  Office,  June  8th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Commissary  has  this  day  required  me  to  furnish  him  witli 
Teams  Sufficient  to  Transport  350  Barrels  Flour,  &  350  BarreU  of 
Salt  Provisions  Weekly,  to  Easton,  in  this  State,  from  whence  they 
are  to  be  sent  to  the  Army,  by  way  of  Sussex  Court  Houne  or  New 
Windsor. 

To  accomplish  this  duty  it  will  require  two  Hundred  good  four 
Horse  Teams,  one  Hundred  to  load  every  Week,  by  this  mode  there 
will  not  be  above  five  days  pr oviaioiis  at  any  time  on  hand  at  Campj 
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provided  no  Accident  happens;  this  is,  I  believei  the  smallest 
number  can  be  depended  on  to  Snpply  the  Army,  and  this  is  only 
half  the  Demand  for  the  Army,  but  the  other  goes  by  Water  to 
Tr^ntoni  and  will  oonaeqaently  require  no  Teams  from  this  State. 

You  was  pleased  to  grant  two  Warrants  some  time  ago  to  Ool. 
Pettitt,  A.  Q.  M.  G'l,  one  for  Forty  to  Ool.  Moore  of  this  County, 
and  one  to  Col.  Boyd  of  Chester  County  for  Sixty,  which  warranty 
I  sent  to  those  Qentlemen,  only  requiring  one  half  to  be  sent  to 
me,  but  I  have  as  yet  received  but  one  Team  from  Col.  Moore,  and 
none  from  Col.  Boyd,  tho'  I  have  Repeated  my  Request  that  they 
would  be  as  expeditious  as  possible,  the  Commissary  having  required 
a  number  of  Teams  to  send  Liquors,  Salt,  &<"%  to  Potowmack  Kiver^ 
where  Coneoocheague  Empties  itself  into  that  River,  and  have  been 
oblidged  to  send  the  Publick  Teams  with  part  of  those  StoreSj 
which  I  intended  to  send  to  the  Army. 

If  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  grant  me  a  WarranJ  for 
two  hundred  Teams  from  Chester,  Philadelphia,  and  Bucks  County's 
or  any  others  you  think  proper,  exclusive  of  what  is  already  ordered, 
and  direct  the  County  Waggon  Master  to  furnish  them  Immediatelt^^ 
I  sjudl  be  able  to  transport  the  provisions  required  by  the  Commis- 
sary to  Easton,  but  without  year  aid  and  authority  I  cannot  eomply 
with  the  request.  I  will  wait  on  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
in  person,  if  it  should  be  thought  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 
*  Your  Excellency's  most 

obed*  hum*  Serv*, 
J'N  MITCHELL,* 
D.  Q.  M.  Q'l. 

Diteoiei^ 

To  his  Exoelleiioy  Joseph  Beedj  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  18,  alio  President  Heed's  letter  to  Dele- 
gates in  Congress.    June  9— postea. 
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Ooii.  Thomas  Pboctor  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1779. 

EastoDy  June  the  9tli|  1779. 
Sir, 

Captain  Rioe'*'  of  My  Beg*,  being  sent  to  Philadelphia  on  par- 
ticolar  datj,  take  the  opportanitj  of  reqaeating  yonr  Excellency  to 
lay  before  the  Hon'ble  Ezecative  Council^  the  Inclosed  return  of 
BecmitSi  who  are  Intitled  to  the  bounty  of  the  State,  which  has 
not,  by  any  means,  been  receiv'd  for  them,  bnt  have  been  paid  200 
dollars  eaph  on  the  19*^  Ult«,  the  bounty  rec'd  from  the  Board  of 
War.  Nothing  but  their  Importunities  Gou'd  prompt  me  to  be 
Thus  Troublesome  at  this  Juncture,  and  request,  if  poadble,  tho 
same  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Bice. 
I  am, 

Your  most  obed't  serv't, 

THOMAS  PBOCTOB,  CoL  P.  A- 
DirecUd^ 

To  Joseph  Seed,  Esqr.,  Prendent  of  the  Hon'ble  EzecqtiTO 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvanift. 


Oapt.  Jambs  Montqombbt  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

New  Castle  Jnne  y*  9th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  of  informing  your  Ezoellenqy  that  wi  the 
7th  ultimo  I  fell  in  with  and  toook  the  Privateer  Brig^  Impertinent 
of  ten  Dubel  fortifid  four  Pounders  Cap*  Jacob  Oetshues  of  New 
York  out  for  Days  who  Stnu&  Imeadently  She  is  a  very  fine  Brig 
and  Sails  very  fast. 

Stood  in  for  the  Cape  with  our  Prise  and  at  11  P-.  M.  anchoord 
abreast  of  the  Cape  but  was  much  Surprised  in  the  mominff  to  See 
two  frigates  Ijing  in  the  Boad  bnt  the  wind  beeing  at  N.  £.  and  a 
strong  Ebb  tid,  had  Nothing  to  fear  from  them  made  Sul  and 
made  a  tack  to  the  Bastw*  and  Stood  up  the  Bay  with  my  Priie  I 
have  Now  Learned  they  are  two  of  our  frigates  G<»ng  out  on  a 
Cnue,  at  aney  rate  thought  best  to  Com  np  hear  having  a  Great 
Number  of  Prisoners  on  board  and  a  Great  Part  of  my  own  Crew 
Such  villous  that  they  would  be  glad  of  an  opertunity  to  take  Uie 
Ship  from  me  Som  of  the  Bingleaders  I  have  Sent  up  in  Irons  and 
for  Particulars  Lioef^  Casson  will  Inform  your  Ezoelency,  I  mast 
have  at  least  twentey  or  thirtey  Seamen  mor  I  Bealey  have  Not  Got 
SijE  on  board  of  the  Ship. 

*  Cd.  Bee.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  22. 
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If  jour  Ezoeleney  will  be  so  Oood  as  to  admit  Gap*  Oetsbae  on 
Parrol  I  Shall  Esteem  it  as  a  Partiealar  hvonr  if  yoar  Exoelency 
would  take  the  trabell  to  Examing  him  he  will  Give  you  a  Groat 
deal  of  osefcdl  iDfonnatioD  in  Begard  to  the  British  Gmeiers  on  our 
Coast  in  the  maintim  Shall  wait  your  Bzoeleno/s  farther  order. 
I  remain  your  mos  obe' 

&  Hlb*  Serv* 

JAMES  MONTGOMERY  * 

P.  8.    We  retooek  a  Yirginey  Schooner  two  Days  beforo  whieb 
is  lickewise  safe  arived. 

Oar  Mizen  mast  is  intiearley  Botton. 

Directed, 
His  Sxcellenoyi  Joseph  Beed  Esquire. 


JoHK  AvBRT  Ja.  ov  Mabs.  TO  HoN.  James  Lovxix,  1779. 

Boston  June  9th,  1779. 
I>ear8irj 

Inclosed  tou  have  the  Beport  of  the  Com****  mentioned  in  my  last 
respecting  Uie  Exchange  of  Mr.  Goats  This  M'  Maxwell  who  goes 
for  the  Purpose  of  said  Exchange  is  a  Gentleman  of  great  Influence 
with  the  Enemy  at  New  York,  and  of  equal  Bank,  and  therefore 
make  no  Doubt  it  will  be  obtaind.  I  hope  this  will  be  Satisfactory 
to  you  and  his  Excellency  Governor  Beed.  M'  Maxwell  will  hie 
sent  forward  immediately  to  New  York.  My  time  will  not  permit 
me  to  add,  as  Mi^'  Masereau  is  just  seting  off  for  the  Southward. 
I  am  with  all  due  Bespect 

Your  Ycry  Hum"«  Serv* 

JOHN  AVEBY,  Jr. 
Directed, 
Hon'ble  James  LoTelLf 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XU.»  pp.  19»  20,  28.  ^ 

t  See  CoL  Bee.,  Yol.  XIL,  p.  51. 
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P&B8IDEKT     BbBB    TO     DbLMATES    OF     PflNKSTLYAtTU   IH 
COM0RB88,   I77d. 

In  Council, 

PhOftd%  JHUe  9th,  1779. 

Gentlemen : 

Having  yesterday  in  Conference*  with  you  represented  the  Diffi- 
eolties  which  have  ooo«rr«d  in  complying  wkh  the  Detnand  made 
by  the  Q'  Masters  Department  for  Waggons  to  transport  Ptt)Ti8ioDS 
to  the  Army,  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  any  of  the  Observations  we 
then  made.  We  trust  you  are  sufficiently  inlbrmed  upon  the  Sob- 
lect  to  make  such  Communications  as  may  be  necessary.  This 
^morning  we  have  had  a  Conference  with  the  Assist  Q'  Master 
General  &  the  D^  Commissi  of  Purchases,  they  express  their  Anxiety 
for  the  Army  in  such  cogent  Terms  as  necessarily  creates  with  as 
the  most  powerful  Inducements  to  co-operate  with  them  on  this^ 
important  Occasion.  We  have  &  shall  continue  not  only  to  exert 
our  Authority,  but  add  our  Influence  of  ev«ry  Kind  to  prometo  A 
advance  their  Measures,  but  we  clearly  perceive  that  in  so  doing  we 
have  to  combat  a  most  powerful  Principle  of  Interest,  &  that  it  is 
indispensably  necessary  to  give  some  farther  Encouragement  to 
stimulate  our  People  to  co-operate  with  us.  To  explain  oursrtvoi 
further  it  may  be  necessary  to  descend  to  particulars.  The  Asaom- 
bly  unwilling  to  increase  public  Charges,  fixed  the  daily  Hire  of  a 
Waggon  at  £4.  10.  pr.  Day — at  that  Time  it  was  tho  not  an  equal 
relative  Price  it  was  tolerable — ^but  now  Prices  are  so  much  changed 
that  the  Shoeing  the  Horses  in  a  rough  strong  Country,  will  take  in 
some  Instances  the  whole  &  in  all  a  great  Part  of  the  Hire,  for  the 
Shoeing  of  a  Horse  all  round  cannot  be  done  under  £4.  This  has 
been  hitherto  done  b^  the  Owner,  &  proved  one  of  the  greatest  Ob- 
structions to  the  Service.  We  venture,  Gentlemen,  to  assure  you  that 
the  Service  is  now  so  burthensome  that  at  this  Time  a  Bounty  of  500 
Dollars  has  been  ofiered  to  a  made  up  Team  by  the  Owners  of  Single 
Horses  to  induee  the  Owner  of  the  Team  to  put  into  the  Service  & 
return  them.  This  operates  as  a  most  heavy  tax,  in  many  Instanoes 
equal  to  all  which  the  Persons  pay  on  the  Accounts.  We  intimated  to 
the  Q^  Masters  our  Desire  that  they  would  repveseat  to  Congress  the 
Necessity  of  giving  some  additional  Encouragement,  but  from  Motives 
of  Delicacy  considering  the  System  of  the  department  thev  declined  i^ 
We  think  this  Encouragement  should  be  proportional  to  the  Price  now 

J  aid  in  the  usual  Course  of  Business.  To  enable  you  to  form  some 
udgment  of  the  Extent  of  this  Encouragement  we  must  acquaint 
you  that  a  Driver  cannot  now  be  hired  for  less  than  8  Dollars  f 
Day^  which  added  to  the  Shoeing  the  Horses  &  ordinaiy  repair  of 

*  Bee  Colon.  Bee,  YoL  XIL,  p.  18, 10. 
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the  Waggons  will  leave  the  Owner  in  Debt  after  receiving  his  whole 
Wages. 

We  have  been  in  Doubt  whether  this  Measure  should  not 
oome  thro  the  Medium  of  the  Board  of  War,  but  the  pressing  Exi- 
gency of  the  Service  not  admitting  a  Moments  Delay,  has  induced  us 
to  lay  it  before  you  in  the  first  Instance,  you  will  then  aet  in  it  as  the 
Bules  of  y6or  Hon.  House  require.  But  we  cannot  conclude  without 
expressing  our  Apprehensions  that  all  our  Authority  &  Exertions 
will  be  insufficient  to  comply  with  the  Q'  Masters  KequisiticMis,  which 
are  now  very  considerable,  if  the  Measure  suggested  should  fail  of  the 
Approbation  of  Congress.  The  common  private  Hire  is  now  from  £12 
to  £20  ^  Day,  k  the  Gov'  of  Maryland  on  a  late  Occasion  went  so 
far  as  £22  ^  Dayf  or  transporting  Flour,  as  we  are  informed.  From 
all  which  Ciroumstanoea  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  Service  tho  of 
the  moat  Essential  Kind,  will  suffer  if  some  Measure  of  Relief  is 
not  speedily  adopted.  To  direct  the  Horses  to  be  shod  by  the  Q' 
Masters  will  we  fear  be  liable  to  Abuses  k  Inconvenienoes,  aa  the 
Waggoners  will  insist  upon  it  in  all  Cases,  we  would  thenfore 
^Gommend  that  the  daily  Pay  be  increased,  &  also  the  Q^  Masters 
directed  to  shoe  the  Horses  in  Case  of  Necessity,  but  then  that  a 
Deduction  be  made  therefor. 

I  am,  Gent  * 


Extract  o?  a  Letter  from  General  Wabhikoton  to 
conoress,  1779. 

Dated  Smith's  Clove,  June  11th,  1779. 

The  Enemy's  Situation  remains  much  the  same  as  mentioned  in 
mine  of  the  6*^. — One  body  of  about  5000  men  is  on  Verplanks 
point  and  another  of  about  1000  on  Stony  point — They  continue 
Fortifying  k  no  doubt  mean  to  keep  possession  of  those  posts — The 
natural  Strength  of  the  ground  with  very  little  help  of  art  will  make 
them  inaccessible  to  us  in  our  present  circumstances — The  advanta- 
ges of  holding  them  will  be  important  to  the  enemy — the  inconveni- 
encies  to  us  great — It  is  a  Stop  to  further  operations  against  the 
forts — Our  communication  by  King's  Ferry,  far  the  easiest,  is  at  an 
end — the  extent  &  difficulty  of  land  transportation  considerably  in- 
creased— ^a  new  resort  and  Sanctuary  afforded  to  the  disaffected  in 
these  parts  of  the  country  and  a  new  door  opened  to  draw  Supplies 
distress  and  corrupt  the  inhabi tanks — reasons  which  need  not  be  ex- 
plained- put  it  out  of  my  power  to  prevent  it  beforehand  or  to  remec^ 
it  now  it  has  happened. 

*  See  Letter  of  John  Mitohell,  on  page  474. 
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BoABB  ov  Wa&  to  Pbbs.  Bebb,  1779. 

War  Office^  June  11, 1779. 
Sir, 

Enelosed  we  have  sent  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Cap*  Pltoaiine  one 
of  the  Prisoners  at  Reading*  on  Behalf  of  j«  whole  of  them.  Tlie 
Board  direoted  their  removal,  bat  as  thej  seem  to  be  disposed  to 
behave  more  orderly  k  the  removing  them  is  attended  with  oonsider* 
able  EzpenoO;  we  are  willing  if  Goaneil  have  no  wdghty  ObjeotioiM 
that  they  should  remain  there  daring  good  Behavioor.  If  the  In- 
clinations of  the  Inhabitants  are  as  Gap*  Piteaime  represents  perhaps 
the  Afiair  is  aooomodated  to  their  Satis&otion  k  no  farther  Uneaa- 
ness  will  ensae.  As  we  wish  on  this  k  every  other  Ocoasion  in  the 
Proseoation  of  oar  Basiness  in  this  State  to  harmonise  with  your 
Bzoellenoy  ft  the  Hon :  Goaneil  we  reqaest  yoor  Opinion  apen  the 
Sabjeot  especially  as  yoa  have  better  Opportonities  of  knowing  the 
Temper  of  the  People  who  will  be  affeotea  by  the  Prisoners  renuun- 
ing  at  Beading.  % . 

We  have  the  Honoar  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespeot  &  Esteem 

Year  very  obed.  ServantSi 

BIGHABD  PETEBS. 
By  Order. 
Directed^ 

On  publio  Servioci  His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Esq.,  President 
of  y*  Council  of  Pennsilvania. 
(War  Office) 


Gov.  Wm.  Livisgbton  to  Pjibs.  Bbkd,  1779. 

Trenton,  12  Jane,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Prisoner  herendth  sent  yoa,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Latima,*  appears 
by  her  own  confession  to  be  a  Gannadian,  k  to  have  been  taken  with 
General  Bargoyne's  Army ;  since  which  she  has  been  twice  to  New 
Tork )  and  when  she  was  apprehended  at  Bordentown,  whither  die 
came  from  Philadelphia  in  the  Stage-boat,  she  was  again  boand  to 
New  Tork.  As  soon  as  she  landed  she  deposited  her  trunks  with 
one  Watson  a  notorious  Tory,  k  then  came  to  the  Tavern  where  I 
ordered  her  to  be  kept  till  she  would  be  sent  back  to  Philadelphia. 

♦  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  212. 
t  See  page  474. 


9f(t  flbe  esci^ped  fzsom  tlience  %ui  vw  imirehen^ed  on  bar  wfty  io 
New  7ork  and  brought  to  tkis  place,  from  hence  abe  again  ii»ifLd# 
her  escape  &  was  again  apprehended.  Shfs  protests  she  will  go  to 
New  York  in  deQaoce  of  aU  meoi  &  appears  to  me  eztremelj  well 
calo»k^ed  lor,  &  Is  doubtless  employed  in^  carrying  dispatches  for 
the  Enemy.  The  Papers  found  upon  her  I  inclose,  which  ^ean  4if 
no  good  consequence.  Probably  your  E^ccellency  will  think  proper 
to  send  her  along  to  Vireinia  where  she  left  the  Gonyention  TroopSi 
or  confine  her  in  Philadelphia  tiU  she  is  better  known.  She  appears 
by  some  Memoranda  in  her  pocket  book  to  be  a  yery  great  trayelleri 
&  by  one  of  the  Jjettersi  to  iiaye  lodged  some  time  with  Mr!l)ajrman 
in  Philadelphia,  who  will  doubdess  be  able  to  giye  some  Account  of 
her. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Bespect 

Your  Ezcellenc/s 
most  obedient  &  yery 
bumble  Seryp^AS 
WIL.  LIVIH&STON. 

His  Eicellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.,  President  of  the  Exeoutiye 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylyania. 


Chas.  Pjbttii  xo  P&S6.  Bked^  1779. 

PhUada.,  12  June,  1779. 
Dear  BIr, 

I  seod  you  inclosed  tbe  I>raiight  of  4ny  pUn^.of  Fmmot^  If  >l 
^or^s  yqu  Any  useful  hints  in  framing  one  fiom  the  result  of  the 
joii^t  Ojpipipo3  of  the  Oentlemen  you  &ye  ooosnUed  on  the  subjeet^ 
It  will  give  vne  pleasure.  But  as  those  Gh^&ttemen  hold  Opinioqs 
widely  different  firom  mipci  and  I  oQoceive  ^be  yvhole  merit  of  m^ 
Plan,  if  it  has  any  merit  at  all,  depends  on  the  oopaiftfucy  of  its 
parts  Strengthening  ft  Bupportang  eaol^  other,  I  MP  ^pprehensiye  it 
would  not  hen  the  alterations  necessary  to  accommodate  it  with  theirs 
without  perhaps  injuring  both.  £aoh  of  them  may  howeyer  furnish 
Thoughts  that  may  t^nd  to  make  the  other  more  complete,  but  I 
shoold  imagine  that  as  Systems,  which  tho'  inconsisient  with  each 
other,  may  either  of  them  separately  be  useful,  it  would  be  i)^ter  to 
consider  them  separately.    You  will  be  pieced  to  return  me  the 

Not  found. 
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'tftogbt  again,  when  yon  have  made  snob  use  of  it  as  yon  may  think 

I  am,  D*  Sir, 

Yours  affectionately^         

CHA.  PETITT. 
Diredted, 
His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Coil.  BiiCH*i>  BuTLBR  TO  P&ES.  Bbbi>,  1779. 

Gamp  at  Smith's  Glove,  14th  Jane,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  trouble  your  Exoellenoy  on  a  Sabjeot  that  I  find 
too  many  Instances  of  in  our  Army — ^it  is  the  distressed  Situation  of 
a  number  of  our  Soldiers  wives  &  familiesi  many  of  the  latter  too 
large  to  move,  A  by  the  incursions  of  the  Savages  reduo'd  to  great 
wanti  &  is  the  oause  of  many  Applioations  for  Discharges  which  if 
Complied  with  would  deprive  us  of  a  number  of  our  best  men,  who 
by  their  family  Attachments  are  tied  to  the  Interest  of  the  Country. 
,  One  particiUar  case  is  that  of  a  Henry  Cottingham,  a  Seijeant  of 
my  RegS  who  has  a  wife  &  four  small  Children  at  Carlisle,  in  a  very 
distressed  Situation,  beinff  drove  down  Susquehanah  from  their  home ; 
he  is  a  good  Serjeant,  writes  well,  &  under  my  Care  is  very  useful, 
but  a  little  given  to  drink ;  he  bn  t>fiten  Applied  for  his  discharge, 
but  I  cannot  think  he  would  be  of  much  Service  to  his  family,  owing 
to  that  Circumstance,  yet  would  be  a  loss  to  the  Publick,  &  Genenu 
Irvine  &  Capt^n  Grant  of  my^  Reg'  Informs  me  he  Never  took  proper 
care  of  his  Wife  ft  Children,  owing  to  the  Recited  failing.  I  there- 
for^  think  If  your  Exoellenpy  wodd  be  so  kind  as  Inclose  an  Order 
to  me  on  the  Issuing  Commissary  at  Carlisle  for  such  quantity  of 
Provisions  as  you  may  think  fit,  I  will  forward  it  to  her,  which  will 
Satisfy  him  &  be  of  great  use  to  them,  with  the  woman's  Industiy. 
If  your  Excellency  Cant  Comply  with  this  Requisition,  humanity 
will  Oblige  me  to  Discharge  him,  which  will  have  a  bad  tendency, 
there  being  so  many  in  the  same  Predicament,  that  would  plead  the 
same  reason  for  theirs,  &  of  Course  Affect  the  Service. 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  Greatest  Respect  ft  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed* 
Humble  ServS 

RICH'D  BUTLER, 

Col.  9th  P.  Reg«. 

tVecferf , 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsa.,  Philada. 

R.  Butler. 
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Col,  Jacob  Mokoan,  Jr.,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Col.  J. 

MiTCHBLL,  1779- 

Beadikigy  June  14th,  1779. 
Sir. 

Yesterday  afternoon  jonr  express  delivered  me  a  Letter  directed 
to  my  Father,  Marked  public  service ;  as  he  lived  out  of  Town,  all 
Public  Letters  he  desires  me  to  open,  If  they  require  answers  or  his 
immediate  Attention. 
This  as  well  as  the  Warrant  inclosed  is  wrong — ^he  is  not  the  Wag- 
in  Master  of  the  County.  Colo.  Henry  Haller  is  Waggon  Master 
en*  of  this  County,  which  1  thought  the  Sec'y  of  Council  knew ; 
there  was  also  such  a  Mistake  in  the  Warrant  from  the  Hon'ble 
Council  of  the  22  May ;  that  Warrant  was  directed  to  Leonard  Right, 
who  never  did  Act  in  the  Office,  tho'  he  had  the  Appointment  be- 
fore Colo.  Haller  was  pleased  to  accept  of  it. 
'  Colo.  Haller  brought  me  the  first  Letter,  which  was  firom  Colo. 
Hooper  &  Warrant ;  as  the  Warrant  was  not  directed  to  him,  he  was 
at  a  losa  what  to  do  and  asked  my  advice ;  I  advised  him  by  all 
means  to  execute  it  immediately,  as  I  was  confident  the  Hon'ble  the 
Executive  Council  would  not  grant  a  Warrant  at  this  busy  Season 
of  the  Year,  if  there  was  not  the  greatest  Necessity  for  the  Teams. 
He  did  so,  and  will  in  a  few  Days  nava  the  &Bt  Called  for  out,  and 
is  now  about  to  ezeoute  the  <me  incloBed  in  your  Letter,  but  he  de- 
sires you  will  without  loss  of  time  apply  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  foi^ 
a  Warrant  to  indemnify  him  for  so  doing,  as  his  Conduct  will  not 
be  justifiable  in  executing  Warrants  directed  to  others ;  it  may  be 
Attended  with  other  bad  Consequences,  if  the  f^armere  should  find 
out  he  was  executing  what  was  not  directed  to  him,  they  would  sen- 
sure  him  greatly,  as  at  this  excessive  busy  season  of  the  year,  they 
torn  out  reluctantly. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  regard, 

your  most  Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MOR&AN,  jr., 

D.  Q:  M.  G. 
JDtreetedj 
Publiek  Service. 

Colo.  John  Mitchell,  D.  Q.  M.  Genl.,  Philadelphia. 
|)  Express. 


484  PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHTVES  1779. 

OOL.  L.  ITlOQLA  70  PRB8.  BiWDf  1779, 

Bir, 

A  d^eserter  from  the  17tb  Light  Dnflooiu  has  jost  now  left  me, 
the  foUowiog  is  what  intelligenoe  I  oould  procure  from  him.  TU 
17th  auppoeed  300  strong,  £iog  leoraited  h^  the  ]Ben.&  hanes  of 
the  16Ui  seat  home,  orosaed  Hellgate  19th  of  Maj  with  the  grona* 
diers  Si  33d  infaatrj  &  mafobed  to  Spankin  Devil  near  Eionbrid)sii 
where  thej  oontinaed  6  Days,  thence  by  several  stages  to  betvceea 
the  25  &  26, mile  stone,  whenoe  he  deserted  tibe  3d  InsS  were  joiaed 
by  all  the  troops  from  New  Yonk  &  Kin^pbcidlg^  only  the  InTaUdi 
being  left  in  the  former  &  the  foreign  infantry  at  the  latter,  tin 
grenadiers  &  infantry  went  np  by  water,  does  not  .believe  there  wen 
any  foreigners  with  Uie  army,  the  Yangers  excepted  as  all  the  eavaligr 
reputed  1000  were  on  the  expedition.  General  Clintons  jucmy  w^ 
sisting  mostly  of  tories,  the  army  said  to  be  14000  strong  incfudiD| 
5000  rotnmed  from  Yirginii^^tunderstood  the  intent  of  the  expedition 
is  to  take  West  Point  &  then  proceed  nip  thexivjer  to  Albai\y  to  joif 
the  Indians,  &c 

Twolve  oi  the  17th  B^  had  deserted  since  tbef  crossed  ^ellga^ 
No  reinforcement  have  jie^t  arrived  from  Eurqpci  cannot  give  $m 
information  of  the  britiah  Army  since  he  left  it 
Permit  me  io  Msnre  yon  that 

I  nm  wHh  reqiaet  yoor  OKoelleiielet 

most  Obedient  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

June  14th,  1779. 
IHreeted, 

To  His  Ezoenency  Joseph  ICeed,  President  of  (he  State. 


OoL.  Jacob  Moegak  Jr.,  to  Prbb.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sending,  Jnne  14th  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  reo*  yonr  dUronr  dt  the  12lh  :in8tant  ^ Ool:  Nsgle,  ft  seethe 
nrgant  necessity  of  sending  ont  the  Teams.  I  shall  leave  nothing  in 
my  power  undone  to  assist  Col.  Haller  in  getting  them  ont,  I  sent  of 
last  week  to  Camp  at  middle  Brook  86  good  Continental  Teams  t 
54  spare  Horses  and  shall  to  morrow  send  off  one  Brigade  of  Twelve 
Teams  more  properly  eqnipt  for  the  Campaign,  there  shall  not  bean 
Idle  Horse  in  the  County  that  is  fit  for  service,  I  made  mysdf  so  bare  of 
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Hdlises  ibis  week  thai  I  put  all  the  paUick  riding  HorseeiDtDTeame 
k  eM  of  wj  oiTO)  I  am  cteteranitied  neither  nan  or  Bene-  llwt  are  in 
pniiliok  aervioe  shall  eait  Mle  hread  in  thie  Gonnty.  I  think  we  ahonld 
now  eaevt  owraelyea  as  I  am  hi  hopea  this  wSU  be  the  last  Campaign. 
We^art  in  high  epirita  hem  on  aee*  ef  the  good  News  from  Bonth 
€arolitta» 
Gel.  Haller  it  bnasey  in  gating  out  the  Waggons  In  whieh  he  haa 

Kdiffienliy  at  this-  hnsey  seaaea^  ef  jear  almoaS  all  our  fkimeia 
got  their  Hay  dewn,  he  is'  eieonting  the  warrants  firom  the 
fioabie  Goaaoil  whioh  were  not  direoted  to  him  as  he  was  determined 
the  samoe  shenki  snIRmr  by  any  mistake,  the  first  warrant  to  impress 
waggons  ef  the  21ilad  of  May  is  dtreeted  to  Leonard  Right  sent  here 
W  Oen>  Snlivan  the  other  of  the  lOih  hntant  is  direeted  to  my 
Father,  sent  by  John  MilcheH,  D.  Q.  M .  0-.,  whieh  I  delifered  to 
CM.  BM&if  be  desire  he  will  he  famished  with  proper  werranta  in 
hie  own  name,  I  wMte  to  Mr.  IfitobeU  to  send  tfaaim  np  tehint  witlr- 
Mt  leas  4f  fitter 

in  haste,  I  am  1>  8!r, 

with  siocear  respect 

yoei  meat  obed^  Serraat) 

Direcledf 

Pnblick  Service. 

Honble  .James  ^Read,  Esq%  member  of  the  Supreme  Baasntiv^ 
Conncil  Pbilads 

%t  Szpreas. 


Pans.  Rbbd  to  Col.  P&ootob,  1779. 

In  Conncil, 

PhUad*,  June  14th,  1779. 

fib, 

Tom  Fkfonf  ef  the  9th  Inst,  with  the  Inctosores  was  dnly  received 
ft  eenstdered  hj  the  Board.^ As  the  Adtnnoemeni  of  pnbHek  Menys 
Is  at  all  Times  a  Matter  of  eonsiderable  Oonseq|iience  ft  at  this  Time 
particalarly  so  we  have  made  all  suitable  Incj^uiries  ft  referred  to  our 
rroHceedinffs  bat  cannot  find  that  any  reemiting  Instnietions  were 
giten  by  ttris  Board  to  any  Officer  whaterer.  nere  hare  been  no- 
ttrerous  ApplrcstionB  from  the  Line  for  Money  ft  Reerailing  Orders', 
brat  as  we  oonld  not  supply  the  first  we  thonght  it  nngatcnry  to  me 
the  Latter,  we  obserre  on  the  12th  March  a  Besolve  of  the  Assembly 
in  Which  a  discretionary  Power  is  gtrett  to  ns  with.  Segai4  tetha 
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Bapply  of  Moaey  for  joar  Begim^  for  the  ParposM  from  whioh  it 
was  natond  to  infer  that  we  should  be  oongalted  previooB  to  aaj 
Demand  upon  as,  For  we  cannot  upon  any  Principle  of  Propriety 
enooarage  the  Expenditure  of  Money  in  this  Way,  Having  aniformlj 
told  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Line  that  the  low  State  of  our  Treaaury 
did  not  admit  of  our  engaging  ourselves  for  the  Money,  we  shall  be 
joatly  charged  with  Partiality  if  we  thus  eountenance  in  one  fig- 
ment what  we  have  refused  to  others.  And  as  a  meet  effeataial 
Measure  to  avoid  these  Embarrasments  in  future  we  would  recommend 
to  you  to  obtain  Directions  in  writing  for  such  Sources  from  them  on 
whom  demands  are  afterwards  to  be  made  in  which  Case  all  Pretenoe 
of  Denial  or  Delay  would  he  wholly  obviated. — ^Tbe  Amount  of  the 
Monies  in  the  present  Case  is  too  inconsiderable  to  ti^  our  Attention 
but  Uie  Precedent  is  very  important  &  especially  when  considered 
with  Bespeot  to  other  Troops-'— We  also  expect  that  upon  all  Ad- 
yanoes  of  recruiting  Money  the  Attestations  of  the  Men  &  Gertifioetee 
of  the  Muster  should  be  regularly  laid  before  us,  for  if  we  depart 
from  Bule  in  the  Case  of  one  Officer  every  other  will  expect  it,  and 
as  these  Inlistments  were  made  long  before  you  went,  we  think  thej 
should  have  been  attended  to  while  all  Parties  were  on  the  Spott 

Whenever  Ool.  Nicola  lays  his  Orders  &  the  Execution  of  them  in 
a  proper  Manner  before  us  we  shall  do  what  is  proper,  but  we  expect 
a  due  Regard  to  be  paid  to  Begdarity  &  Method  on  this  as  well  as 
other  Ocowions. 

Ism. 
Indorudy 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Proctor 


Pres.  Bbbb  to  County  Libut'8,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  June  15th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tho  I  am  extremely  unwilling  to  disturb  the  Repose  &  Security 
which  we  now  eigoy  or  create  any  unnecessary  alarm,  I  cannot  but 
think  it  my  Duty  4;o  inform  you  of  present  appearances  k  Solicit  a 
suitable  Attention  &  Vigilance  at  this  Time  as  the  best  &  surest  Pro- 
tection ag*  Danffer. 

The  Enemy  have  made  an  important  Movement  up  the  North 
Rtiver  in  Consequence  of  which  the  Continental  Army  have  followed 
them  and  are  at  a  Distance  of  at  least  140  Miles,  there  is  not  any 
af^arent  Object  sufficient  to  justify  such  a  Movement  if  the  Fort  ai 
W^est  Point  is  not  attacked  from  which  &  other  Circumstances  many 
judiciojos  &  exp^ricjuoed  Officers  have  supposed  &  now  his  Exoell'  the 
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Gommftnder  id  Cbief  is  not  without  his  Apprehensions  that  the  whole 
is  a  Diversion  to  draw  off  the  Continental  Army  to  a  great  Distance 
&  then  availiog  themselves  of  the  easy  Transportation  afforded  them 
by  Water  to  i^ke  a  rapid  Incursion  into  the  Country  &  even  attempt 
this  City  acain  if  Time  &  Circumstances  should  be  favourable.  In 
this  View  k  Prospect  it  becomes  my  Duty  &  I  do  most  earnestly 
request  you  to  make  these  Sentiments  known  to  the  Officers  com- 
mand'ff  Battalions  &  urge  them  as  a  most  necessary  Service  to  see 
4hat  all  the  Arms  &  Accoutrements  be  procured  within  their  Aeaoh^ 
&  ready  for  Action  &  that  in  other  Kespects  they  consider  themselves 
in  imminent  Danger^of  an  Attack  &  be  prepared  accordingly  on  the 
shortest  Notice.  The  Militia,  of  Neir  Jersey  are  now  actually  in  thip 
Situation,  if  not  actually  embodied  &  those  of  New  York  have  dis- 
covered greai  alacrity ;  and  as  in  Case  of  any  Movement  of  the  Enemy 
towards  this  State  I  shall  (with  the  Assetit  of  the  Council)  accompany 
the  Militia  to  the  Field  &  partake  of  their  Danger  &  Fatigue  it  would 
give- me  Sensible  Mortification  to  see  this  State  eclipsed  by  any  other 
in  its  Forwardness  &  Alacrity  to  repel  the  Enemy.  At  the  same 
Time  all  may  be  assured  that  Considering  the  Season  &  other  Cir- 
cumstances nothing  but  the  most  urgent  Necessity  ft  apparent  Danger 
shall  induce  me  to  put  their  Zeal  &  Spirit  to  the  Tryal. 
I  am  with 

due  Regard  &c. 
Indortedy 

To  the  Lieutenants  of  the  countys  of  Philad%  Bucks,  Chester^  and 
CityofPhiladN 


Pass.  JIbbd  to  Capt.  Jambs  MoNTaoMEBT,  1779. 

Kr, 

I  wrote  you  this  Morning  to  which  I  must  now  refer.  This  will  bo 
delivered  to  you  by  Capt.  Tucker  under  whom  you  are  directed  to 
act  for  3  Weeks.  At  the  Expirotion  of  the  3  Weeks  you  are  to  re- 
turn within  the  Capes  or  keep  the  Sea  as  you  think  best  &  your 
Stores  will  permilr7-on  no  Account  returning  into  Port  but  in  Cane 
of  the  most  absolute  necessfty. 

We  shall  forward  sll  Necessaries  to  Lewis  Town  for  you — ^And  is 
'1^  Stroke  upon  the  N.  Y.  Privateer  will  tedound  gready  to  your 
•Honor  &  Interest  as  well  as  of  the  State  we  trust  you  ft  all  on  boaid 
will  exert  yourselves  fully.  ^ 

Wbhing  you  all 

imaginable  Success  I  remaiui  ftc. 

June  16th  1779. 
Directed, 
JSo  Captain  James  Mox^tgomery. 


488  ^ENNSTLVAl^  ABO^tlS^  17^ 

Ctotrirca  i*  GArtAiir  Nwholsw,  177». 

Sir, 

I  nB^cRrsbted  by  Oonttoy  to  fofbirtt  ]N>«k^tiMl  tkeM  t#e'iii'tl%  (ML 
<»f  tliis  01^  twd^  mo*  otoffoled  of  tsrioiit  odme»,  wbioh  utrf  te 
^rdoti^  oil  their  eiitetiiig  into  the  serrtee  of  the  vuie  aild  pajing 
0Dtiie  effiee  feee  dm  front  them.  Should  year  wanf  of  mei^  Moitft 
yoQ  to  eeivd  one  of  your  efloei^  to  enliel  these  mhu  thei«  eeentta  It 
Ik  oeMaiaty  of  the&f  irtMiDjifieBs  to  enter, 
lath 
with  great  respeet 

your  hofflbk  aerfant 

T.M.>8«*'y. 

«/lf  0tlCIV| 

To  Cap«  Rl^holsoti  of  Che  Ifeim  IVi^te. 


C^fe  HmrnT  Hallbe  to  VnA.  Bud,  1779# 

Beading,  Jane  15th,  1770. 
May  it  Please  your  EzoeUenoy. 
Sir, 

It  has  not  been  in  my  Power  to  obtain  the  enclosed  list  oonoern- 
ing  the  Jostioes  nntill  yesterday;  the  reason  given  me  by  Hi- 
Michael  1>eiidamiith  why  he  did  not  Qualify  to  the.  Gommiasion 
dated  24ih  April,  1778,  as  a  Jnstioe  of  the  Ooaaty  of  Berks,  wefe 
tba«  he  was  d^ftemioed  aot  to  except  of  the  Office,  hot  was  ktelj 
Wfed  and  petsnaded  by  some  of  his  neighboora  to  Mty  he  therafiue 
eaqie  to  me  to  take  the  Oath  of  Office. 

The  reason  why  others  have  not  Qoalified  1  am  mnaqoaiated 
wMi. 

I  likelrise  ineWd  a  Copy  pf  a  letter  of  ]Liea*  ^ames  Panltpi 
prisoner, of  w&r  letter  to  Mr.  William  Moore  Smith,,  in  order  to  shtv 
the  Connection,  this  and  some  others  all  sealed^  were  in  the  po8seflii<^ 
of  Mr.  Charles  Shoemaker  of  this  Town,  when  on  his  way  to  Pbilad'. 
Those  they  Qftry  A  on  a  Correspoodenee  by  the  assistance  of  maoy 
of  the  Inhabitanee  who  carry  and  bring  their  loiters,  trhsn  I  tenld 
them  this  was  inoonsistant  with  the  dnty  of  a  prisoner,  the  say  that  bj 
their  Parol  they  were  not  to  correspond  with  the  Enemijs  of  ibe 
United  States^  bat  had  Liberty  to  Correspond  Mtb  tlie  Inhabitttits- 
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Qaestion  wether  unfriendly  inhabitants  are  not  Sorest  Enemies  if 
80  all  Oorrespondenoe  unless  under  proper  Inspection  must  .be 
Daneerons ;  Therefore  the  Carrying  6t  Letters  for  Prisoners  ought 
by  Law  be  prevented.  I  also  enclosed  a  Desposition,  shewing  the 
reasons  why  Mr.  Wm.  Moore  Smith  was  suspected  of  Carrying 
Letters  for  the  British  Prisoners. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Bzoellency 

yery  hn»  Serv* 

HENRY  HALLER. ' 
Directed^ 

To  His  Bzcellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Executive 
Council  State  of  PenasylvMiia,  at  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Lbwib  Nioola,  T.  M.  to  Pass.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

.  This  minate  another  deserter  from  Qen'l  Balep  17th  renment  of 
Light  Dragoons  has  left  me,  he  came  off  with  the  man  I  Informed 
your  Eicellency  of  yesterday  but  not  walking  so  well  did  not  arrive 
tiD  this  mbming..  . 

He  supposes  the  17th  regiment  to  be  about  300  strong  indudimg 
50  or  60  men  not  mounted,  thinks  about  12  deserted  from  the  regi- 
ment with  horses  and  arms  since  they  left  Long  island,  when  he 
deserted  the  army,  the  granidiers  &  infantry  excepted  lay  between 
Dobbs's  fery  &  Tarrytown,  it  is  supposed  to  be  14000,  including  the 
troops  that  returned  from  Virginia.  The  grenadiers  &  infantry 
went  up  by  water  &  took  a  three  gun  battery  at  Kings-ferry.  All  the 
cavalry  supposed  1000,  with  the  army  a  few  left  at  Kings  bridge  iVir 
expresses  excepted.  West  point  was  supposed  to  be  the  object  of  the 
expedition.  All  the  troops  that  could  possibly  be  spared  from  the 
three  islands,  foreigners  both  horse  k  foot  included  were  with  the 
armv.  While  in  Jerseys  a  Corporal  &  two  men  deserters  from  the 
foreign  troopc  at  Rhode  Island  overtook  him. 
I  take  the  liberty  to  assure  your  Excellency  that 
I  am 
with  great  respect  ^ 

Sir,  your  most  Obedient  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
June  16th,  1779. 

21* 
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pESsnyEirt  ov  Coi^cnuBSd  to  PRtdiMfrr  Ban,  17t9. 

FMUdalpMfty  16  Jutte,  1779. 
Sir, 

Copies  of  two  MtB  of  CoDgreis  of  ih«  14th  lost.,  are  herewith 
encloeed— one  reooommei^ding  to  the  States  to  exempt  Driven  of 
Waggons  from  Militia  Duties  while  in  Service — The  other  for 
assertaining  their  wages. 

I  bitVe  the  honor  to  he  ^ 

with  great  Respeot 

yonr  Exoellenoj's 

most  Ubed^  Sennurt 

JOHN  JAY. 
DirecUd, 
To  His  Exoelleaoy  President  Beed. 


D.  JAUfidOK  k  J.  BiOHiBBsnant  v6  Piia8«  Kuti^  17T9. 

York  Town, 

Jiia»ie%1779L 

Inclosed  are  seyefal  Depositions  tajten  at  tlie  request  of  a  cop- 
siderable  niamber  ot  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  a^^nsi  John  Mo 
GaHster*  Oommissury  of  Issues.  The  reason  they  give  £6r  being  so 
ioBg  in  ioforsaing  is  that  they  did  not  know  till  lately  that  any  cod- 
tiaetilal  Officer  was  answerable  for  his  oonduol  to  any  person  in 
this  Statb.  Mr.  McCallister  was  present  when  the  depoaitiofDS  were 
taken  and  allowed  to  have  copies  of  them.  No  other  steps  were 
taken  test  they  might  interfere  with  the  orders  of  his  snperiora  or 
inch  measvrss  the  Council  may  think  proper  to  take.  He  hsd  ao 
olqeotioDs  .to  the  Characters  of  the  witnesses  but  Ebaoh  who  he  said 
had  been  dismissed  his  service  for  Stealing  liqaor  and  getting  inm 
but  several  people  of  eredit  give  him  the  Character  of  an  honest 
man. 

The  depositions  of  John  Ehrman  and  George  Frye  he  allows  to  be 
true  and  his  objections  to  the  other  in  our  bpinion  are  of  no  great 
moment  He  thinks  he  has  a  righs  to  d«al  in  Li<|uor  whUe  he  soted 
as.eompiissarv  and  owns  he  mixed  water  with  whiskey  seyeral  times 
when  the  casks  were  near  empty  to  give  to  workmen,  &o. 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Tet.  XIL,  p.  27,  81. 
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We  in  InfiMUMd  lk«n  ard  tiK>  peraons  in  Pbibdelpbift  who  are 
acquainted  with  some  misbehavoar  of  Mr.  McCalister,  Ensign  Mo 
Galmon  a  Relation  of  John  Kshi  of  Philadelphia  Blerohant  and  one 
Jacob  Dvniqg,  a  Hatfr^dresser. 

We  beg  leave  to  apologise  for  the  bad  language  of  the  deposftioils 
thefwere  taken  amidst  a  great  oonooqrse  of  people  who  weitsso 
inflamed  at  the  tepatUi  of  Mr.  MoOaKBters  misbehavionr  in  his  offioe 
ihAt  they  insi^ed  to  be  present  wUIe  the  depositions  were  taken. 
We  are  Sir, 

joar  most  Obedient 

Humble  Serr* 

DAVID  JAMISON, 
JACOB  EtGHELBBBGEB. 

To  The  Honourable  Joseph  Beed,  Esq';  President  of  the  Council 
in  Fbiladeljpbia. 


Qm.  A.  St.  Olaib  to  Sbct.  Matlack^  1779. 

Camp  at  Smiths  Clove, 

June  16th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  fkyour  of  the  11th,  oame  to  hand  yesterday  covering  some 
fiirther  Accounts  of  Money  issued  for  the  Bfcruiting  Services-— Our 
late  Movements  and  since  we  have  been  here  my  want  of  Health  has 
prevented  any  thing  fh>m  being  done  in  that  neceesary  Businessi  but 
I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  give  it  a  thorough  Examination. 

1  observed  some  time  ago  that  Notice  was  given  the  pnblick  that 
the  Estates  of  certain  attmnted  Persons  would  soon  be  sold— you 
will  oblige  me  by  letting  me  know  when  that  of  John  Potts  will  be 
disposed  of,  that  I  may.take  Measures  in  time  for  the  Purchase  of 
Ua  house  which  I.intend. 
1  am  Sir, 
yout  nHWl  obefidit  Servani 

A'.  ST-  CLAIB. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq'. 
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Prss.  Bjbbd  to  Oov.  Wm.  LivnrasTON,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelirfiiay  Jane  J[7th,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  duly  reoeiTed  &  tbank  your  Exoell*  for  yonr  Favonr  of  the  7 
Inst*  The  French  Woman  was  brought  before  me,  &  after  mtking 
Inaniry  of  Persons  in  this  City  respecting  her  the  reaolt  was  so 
nnfavourable  that  I  sent  her  to  the  State  Pk-ison  there  to  remain  till 
the  next  Exchange  of  Prisoners  by  which  Time  any  Intelligenoe  she 
can  carry  must  be  stale  &  of  little  Value.  Judge  Imlay  has  been 
so  obliging  as  to  give  me  Information  of  the  Passage  of  many  Persons 
to  New  Yoiic  whom  we  ahonld  by  all  Means  prevent  if  in  our  Power 
but  they  go  from  this  under  I^retence  of  going  to  New  Jersey  ft 
there  proceed  by  the  Stages.  If  it  was  not  too  much  Trouble  to  the 
Magistrates  of  New  Jersey  to  take  some  Notice  of  these  Plsssengen 
it  would  have  9l  ffood  Effect.  We  give  but  few  Papers  k  to  none 
but  those  who  give  Security  not  to  return  to  this  State  without 
Leave  first  obtained  for  that  Purpose.  We  see  &  feel  the  perni- 
cious Consequences  of  this  Intercourse  &  were  never  better  satisfied 
than  when  from  some  Proceedings  of  Congress  we  disoharged  our- 
selves of  it  altogether.  Since  we  have  resumed  it,  we  have  doa  it 
upon  a  very  confined  Scale  &  find  it  in  all  Bespeots  very  Trouble- 
some  k  Disagreeable. 

I  am  with  much  Bespect  & 

Begard  Pear  $r 

Tour  Very  Obed.  &  HblL  Ser. 
Directed^ 

His  Excell*  Gov.  Livingston. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

June  17tb,  1779. 
Sir, 

By  a  prisoner  of  war  released  from  New  York  &  a  deserter  from 

the  english  army  in   S.  Carolina  I  have  collected  the  followiog 

*  information.    Tho  the  deserter  has  been  last  with  me  I  shall  begin 

with  him  as  I  suppose  intelligence  from  that  quarter  moii  ioter- 

esting  at  present 

John  Guarrigues  a  Corporal  In  Delancies  2d  battalion  came  from 
B.  Carolina  with  a  pass  from  Oen'  Moultrie  says  he  left  the  britidi 
army  the  first  of  May^  two  days  after  it  had  entered  S.  Carolina  m 
number  8500,  heard  they  were  afterwards  joined  by  170  horses 
soldiers  draughted  from  the  army  and  mounted  on  .horses  collected 
in  Georgia  50  Indians  k  25  whites  disguised  as  such.  The  army 
erossed  into  S.  Carolina  about  three  miles  from  Curisburgh  which; 

*  See  pages  474. 
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a  small  part  of  Americans  had  jast  eyacoated.  There  were  hetween 
17  and  18  hundred  men  left  in  Georgia.  The  whole  of  the  English 
troops  to  the  southward  consisted  of  two  Battalions  of  the  71**  2  of 
Hessians,  2  of  Delanoies  &  1  of  York  Yoluntiers,  hetween  two  and 
three  hundred.  All  these  from  New  York,  the  16^  &  64^  from 
Augnstine  ^  Brown's  rangers,  about  120  raised  in  Oeorgia,  mostly 
prisoners  of  War. 

He  left  Charlestown  the  13^  May  when  an  attack  was  shortly 
expected  as  the  enemy  were  but  a  small  distanoe  and  rapidly 
adyancing;  the  inhabitants  &  garrison  in  high  spirits  when  at 
Georgia  town  60  miles  from  Ghariestown,  heard  the  enemy  had  • 
made  an  attack  and  were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss,  heard  from  ^ 
BCTeral  persons  that  passed  him  on  the  road  that  a  second. attack  had  ' 
been  made  when  the  enemy  were  totally  defeated  and  many  prisoners 
were  taken.     The  town  was  strongly  fortified  &  the  works  flanked 
by  an  armed  Vessel  in  each  river. 

The  clothing  for  Delancies  resiment  was  taken  going  to  (Georgia, 
the  men  had  therefore  been  clothed  with  the  old  clothes  of  such  reg* 
as  had  reoeiTcd  new. 

Gbrrigues  is  an  inhabitant  of  this  town  &  son  of  Sam^  Ghrrigues 
was  in  the  continental  serrioe  &  taken  on  York  island  the  day  the 
English  landed,  continued  12  or  13  weeks  a  prisoner  when  he 
enlisted  in  hopes  of  making  his  escape,  attempted  it  once,  was  taken 
&  received  five  hundred  lashes. 

The  person  from  New  York  is  a  sailor  &  released  last  friday,  says 
the  last  return  was  512  on  board  the  prison  ship,  the  number  rather 
increasing,  tho  slowly  as  the  dead  &  those  that  entered  on  board  the 
Engtish  vessels  nearly  kept  pace  with  the  arrivals.  The  Oliver 
Cromwell  was  brought  in  on  the  8^^  the  men  remaining  on  board 
after  manning  the  Ariel  privateer,  a  sloop  of  10  or  12  Guns  taken 
by  her  about  120  of  whom  70  were  sent  on  board  the  Jersey  an 
hospital  now  converted  into  a  prison  ship.  The  prisoners  kept  as 
much  as  possible  from  all  hopes  of  freedom  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  enter,  for  which  purpose  some  officers  were  constantly  on  board 
endeavouring  to  entice  the  men.  Was  6  weeks  on  board,  during 
which  time  no  fleet  arrived  except  that  from  Virginia,  nor,  does  he 
recollect  any  other  men  of  war  there  in  said  time  but  the  Reasonable, 
Bainbow,  "Delaware,  Oalatea  &  Dauphin ;  Had  liberty  several  times 
to  go  on  shore  to  New  York,  once  says  five  waggons  with  wounded 
from  the  north  river  about  the  8^  or  O^xbut  does  not  exactly 
remember  the  day.  The  inhabitants  of  Long  island  seemed  very 
apprehensive  of  some  impending  danger  but  he  could  not  discern  of 
it  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  were  removing  to  Long 
island  with  their  effectSi 

I  have  tbe  honour  to  be  with  respect 

Your  Excellencys 
Most  Obed«  Servant. 
DirecUd, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed;  President  of  the  State. 
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GOUHCIL  TO  OfiiAUS  PiiTTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  G^  l779» 

In  Council  ^Philadelphm,  June  19|  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Goanoil  have  reoeivea  intelligenee  from  several  parte  tft 
the  State  which  makes  it  bat  too  evident,  that  the  namber  of 
waggons  lately  demanded  by  the  Quarter  Masters  cannot  by  the 
most  strenueus  efforts  be  ebtainedi  owingi  chiefly,  to  the  mat  num- 
ber of  Waggons  &  horses  which  have  been  destroyed  and  worn  out 
during  the  War,  and  the  readiness  with  which  a  farmer  cat  evade 
•very  aitdapit  to  oompel  him  into  Serviee  against  bis  inclinalidn  and 
InfctrcHt. 

The  Oeimeil  eonoeivo  H  to  b^  tbeir  dtity  to  inform  the  Qatakk 
Master^addpaftnent  of  tlie  disappoTBtment  which  they  tbreriee  in  this 
bosiliasa,  a»d  reoottmend  for  eoMiderattom  the  plan  of  allowing  k 
cwrtain  ran  per  barrel  for  earria^  of  provisions  from  place  td  place, 
as  affcApding  «  prababilil^  of  answering  the  purpoae  more  effeetultlly, 
and  im  the  end  at  a  lest  expenoe  tbam  the  mode  of  improBsiftg  is 
likely  to  do-^and  at  the  same  time  preveating  mueb  r^  distmsi 
dissatisfaction  and  complaint  amottg  the  people. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Tour  very  hm'ble  serv*, 

To  Charles  Pettit,  Esq%  A.  Q.  M.  Q. 


Council  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

tliiiadelphia,  June  19|  1779. 
Oentlemen  : 

By  order  of  the  Council  I  transmit  to  tou  extracts  of  a  letter  from 
Col"  firoadhead  of  the  5th  instant.  Also  several  indian  speeches, 
which  there  is  not  time  to  copy,  and  must  therefore  beg  you  will 
please  to  return  them  after  having  inspected  them  or  taken  copy 
of  thein  if  you  think  ihem  of  consequence. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Tour  very  humble  servanti 
T.M.Seo^. 
Bnble.  6oard  of  War. 


FRANOts  Ou*NiiY  TO  Sbo*t.  Matlack,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

There  is  two  largn  guns  that  the  Enemy  have  thrown  over  the 
Public  Wharfe  in  the  Northern  Liberties;  I  take  them  to  be  country 
made  twelve  pounders;  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  order  the 
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propper  persons  to  have  them  remoyed  u  soon  as  possihle,  as  they 
are  (UDgeroas  to  the  Bottomd  of  Vessels  laDding  wood  at  that  Whar£ 
I  am  joar  most  obt.  Serv*, 
June  19th,  1779.  FRAN'S  GDRNBY. 

Directedf^olonel  Matlaok^  Present     . 


Prbs.  Bbbb  to  Board  ov  War^  1779. 

Qent. : 

We  reoeWed  your  Favonr  of  this  Day — the  Anxiety  of  the  Pris- 
oners to  remain  at  Reading  does  not  lessen  oar  Apprehension  of 
farther  DiScnlties  on  that  Subject.  Bat  as  we  have  no  Diapoeition 
to  cross  their  Inclinations  unnecessarily,  we  will  make  Inqairy  how 
far  Harmony  &  good  Humour  may  be  preserved,  &. acquaint  you 
with  the  Result.  In  the  mean  Time,  they  will,  of  coarse,  romain 
in  their  present  Quarters.  We  shall  be  happy  to  co-operate  witb 
your  Hon^  Board  on  all  Occasions,  &  cannot  but^express  our  8ati«- 
,£M3tiou  at  the  Prospect  of  harmonising  in  all  publiok  Measures. 

I  am,  Qentf 

Your  most  Obed.  HbL* 
Indonedf 

June  20^.    To  the  Honble.  Board  of  War. 


Prbs.  Bebp  to  Col.  Benj.  Blytbx. 

Shippensburg,  Cum^rland  County,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  2<  Inst^  has  been  duly  received.  That  an 
Officer  or  8oldier  who  has  been  a  Prboner,  &  is  regularly  exchanged, 
should  be  exempted  from  Militia  Duty,  cannot  be  admitted  on  any 
Principle  of  Justice,  Reason,  or  Policy.  In  this  City,  where  the 
Pretences  of  Exemption,  as  being  in  Continental  Employ,  Deserten 
from  the  Enemy,  &  many  others  of  like  kind  have  been  numerous, 
one  uniform  &  steady  Answer  has  been  given.  That  all  the  Ex- 
emptions were  manifest  on  the  Face  of  the  Law,  &  we  can  make 
none  other.  Having  pursued  this  Line  with  Etrmness,  we  find  our 
Militia  more  respectable  than  ever,  &  more  general  Satisfaction 
given.  We  are  very  sorry  JthM  the  Gentlemen  you  refer  to  in 
your  Letter,  should  make  the  Duty  of  the  Lieutenant  more  difficult 
than  it  otherwise  is.  As  we  must  knew  best  what  we  meant  by  the 
Orders  we  gave,  we  can  truly  say  they  are  mistaken  in  their  Con- 
struction of  them,  &  should  any  ill  advised  Persons  commence  suits 
or  endeavour  to  harass  Officers  in  the  upright  Discharge  of  their 
Duty,  it  will  become  ours  to  support  &  maintain  them,  &  at  idl 

*  See  page  480. 
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Bt«rD(i9  tftke  Cai^  tb^y  ahdl  be  exposed  to  110  Lose  by  tbeif  ^bKefc 
S^meed.  TBm  Gkntdetnen  ni  Assembly  sbroald  Advise  Ata  OAoer  He 
dispense  witb  tbe  Liiw  k  tt>  ettmo^diDa^  thtit  We  etliiAot  bat  hop* 

£11  bft^  been  mhikilbnDed ;  shottld  Uie  Gttse  be  so  It  sbews  aA 
ftttentiett  to  tbe  sHcred  OMigAtioil  of  Lam,  whieb  we  sbbuld 
never  bave  expeeted  frbttl  tbose  wbo  are  ealled  to  tbe  great  Boii^ 
lieflS*  of  framing  tbe«.  Tbe  grand  lUyolnHion  in  Edgland  in 
168S,  WHS  obieily  oeoa^oned  by  m  arbitrary  Attem|>t  of  tbis 
kind,  whieb  that  Nation  eonld  never  bear,  even  from  a  King,  ft 
iball  we,  wbo  Hve  mider  a  Government  of  Laws,  &  not  of  Men, 
undertake  to  say  wbat  Laws  sbaH  be  dispensed  with,  A  what  are  to 
be  obeyed.  If  tbe  Bnpreme  Ezeonti^  Branch  of  €h>v«nnnent  was 
to  aasntno  that  Powe^  in  a  single  Instance,  they  would  become 
Tjranttf ;  we  can  never,  tbetefore,  oonotenanoe  in  any  other  Offioei^ 
of  Oo^emmenl  Bioctrines  ft  Practices  wbicb  we  ourselves  abb<^. 
If  Lawd  are  fnadeqnate,  oppreseive,  pltrtial  01^  obsetim,  tbe  Bepr^- 
ientatives  of  tiie  People  in  AsBeitably  lAio^id  alter,  am^nd>  ft  ezpki^ 
them ;  birt  that  important  Branch  of  Qovemment  would  become 
ttaeiaee  ft  contemptible  if  any  other  Power  in  the  State  would  dii^ 
pense  with  any  Law  on  any  Preteace.  There  bave  been  several  A^ 
tempts  in  the  Assembly  to  dismiss  tbe  Lieutenanti  of  the  Gounlnes  ats 
neeless  ft  expensiye  officers';  we  hive  observed  with  sati^<^n  thaft 
tbe  House  have  thought  otherwise,  oulr  Opinion  being  dear  ft  eJf- 
plicit  that  they  are  not  only  nsefht  but  essentiaUy  necessary,  ft  that 
the  Bleasure  ie  only  a  Pi^lnde  to  laying  aside  tbe  Militia  Law  itselfi 
which  being  a  most  respectable  Bond  of  Union  to  the  true  Wbigi^ 
ft  a  great  Support  to  Gh>vemment,  ia  oAoos  to  them,  who  are  dis- 
affected to  tbe  Liberty  ft  Independence  of  America,  ft  disagreeable 
to  those  who  desire  a  Change  of  tbe  present  €h)vemment.  As  to 
the  former  we  can  hardly  expect  that  Minds  so  depraved  ft  corrupt 
can  bo  amended,  but  We  trust  the  latHer  will  aee  ihei#  Stfror.  For  the 
History  of  aU  Countries,  our  own  Experience,  ft  even  the  Testimony 
of  on^  finemies,  aB  ooncUi^  to  prove  that  a  well  regulated  Militia,  ft 
•uch  we  are  now  very  capable  of  bavine,  is  the  best  Defence  aeainirt 
th  in^diog  Enemy,  ft  surest  Safeguard  of  publiok  Liberty.  Li  tbe 
present  Mode  of  carrying  on  tbe  War  by  distressing  ouir  Coast  ft 
Frontief^,  it  is  the  only  Defent^  we  can  in&kid,  for  how  can  tbe 
Contipental  Army  march  from  one  part  of  Ameriea  to  another  to 
meet  the  Enemy,  who,  being  Supeyio>  at  Sea,  will  trafnsport  them- 
selves from  the  most  Distant  Part  of  America  with  more  Ease  than 
our  Troops  can  march  from  one  State  to  another.  That  Mafn  tbero- 
fore,  who,  under  these  Circumstances,  would  weaken  the  'MiKtia, 
cannot  be  a  Friend  to  his  Country,  be  bis  Pretences  otherwise  whttt 
tbey  may,  for  in  so  doing,  be  Oo-opera'tes  with  ite  Enemies  more 
effectually  than  if  he  joined  them  in  Arms.  Whb  these  sentiments 
we  cannot  but  applaud  your  FirmnCsd  ft  Patriotism,  &  assure  you  of 
our  Support  ft  sincere  Regard.  We  bave  received  Letters  froia 
CoL  Car ilthef^  M'  Sharpe^  ft  M'  Griegoi'yy  aU  derirbg  to  rengn. 
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We  ftre  haartly  sorry  for  the  Oppodtion  &  Diflooamgement  tbey 
have  met  with,  bat  we  would  wish  them  to  reflect  that  by  reeigiiiDg 
they  answer  the  Purposes  of  their  Opponeots^  &  gifs  the  most 
pemictoos  EDConragemeDt  to  distress  the  Offioers  of  Goyemnieiit  on 
all  future  OocMsions.  That  free  OovemmentSy  snoh  as  ours^  should 
he  adminiBtered  without  Opposition,  is  not  to  be  expected,  &  if 
every  Officer  gives  Way  when  opposed  by  ambitiouSi  interested,  or 
ignorant  Men,  we  must  either  give  up  our  Liberty  or  all  kind  of 
Government.  We  would  recommend,  &  we  trust  we  shall  not  go 
too  far,  if  we  say  our  own  Experience  enables  us  so  to  do,  a  firm, 
steady,  &  temperate  Line  of  Conduct,  not  yielding  to  faotioofl 
Clamours  on  the  one  Hand,  or  disregarding  Just  Representations  oa 
the  other,  &  least  of  all,  giving  Opposition  a  Triumph  by  quitting 
Office  on  that  Account  The  above  Gentlemen  all  set  forth  as 
Causes  of  Resignation  some  private  Reasons,  but  the  Time  &  Cir- 
cumstance led  us  to  believe  that  so  general  a  Resignation  could  not 
happen  but  from  some  other  Reasons.  We  have  not,  therefore^ 
accepted  their  Resignations,  nor  will  it  be  done  till  the  Gentlemen 
have  had  full  Oppo^  to  consider  upon  it  &  see  the  Consequences-^ 
after  this,  they  are  resolved  upon  it,  &  will  themselves  gratify  their 
Enemies,  we  must  acquiesce,  but  we  have  too  good  an  Opinion  of 
their  Integrity  &  good  Sence  tQ  believe  they  wiU  do  it  at  this  Tim^ 
all  Circumstances  considered. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  Re^rd  k  Esteem, 

Your  obed.  H'ble  Ser?. 
JndiMned, 

1779,  June  21st    To  Colonel  Benjamin  Blythe. 


Lt.  Oou  Adam  Hubut  to  Prb&  Bbud,  1779. 

Sunburry,  June  21st,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  you  of  my  arrival  at  thb  post,  at 
present  every  thing  about  this  seems  quiet — the  refuges  here  talk  of 
returning  again  to  their  farms.  I'm  in  hopes  they  will  be  able 
peaceably  to  enjoy  them. 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  Return  of  my  Regiment  The  four 
Indcpendant  Companies  excepted,  (between  70  &  80  in  number) 
they  have  not  yet  join'd  me,  but  expect  them  in  a  few  days.  My 
Regiment  at  present  occupies  three  posts,  viz.,  Forts  Muncey,  Jen- 
kins &  this  place.  Duty  is  exceedingly  hard,  Those  places  being 
posts  of  the  greatest  importance  in  this  quarter,  and  require  the 
strictest  attention  &  allertness. 

The  generous  Provisions  made  by  our  Legislature  in  furnishing  us 
with  Stores,  &c.,  in  a  great  measure  compent»ates  for  the  many 
fstigues  and  hardships  of  our  poor  but  worthy  soldiers.     The  fint  a 
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oqIj  Bapplj  jet  received  is  sent  to  the  several  posts  and  ne«rlj 
exhausted.  I  much  entreat  your  Ezcellenoj  will  he  pleas'd  to  order 
another  supply  for  the  uso  of  my  Regiment.  Capt  Bushj  the  bearer 
hereof^  will  wait  your  orders  on  that  head.  Should  any  officers' 
cloathing  be  ready  your  Ecell^  will  be  pleas'd  to  order  on  some  like^ 
wise,  my  officers  Tthose  excepted  who  have  already  been  furnished) 
at  present  are  in  tne  greatest  want,  and  some  absolutely  necessitated 
to  use  soldier's  doathes.  Their  brave  and  good  conduct  (acknowl- 
edged by  your  Ezcell^  &  the  Honb*'  body  over  which  you  preside) 
since  their  station  in  this  quarter,  and  their  present  perseverenee 
induces  me,  more  particularly,  to  press  their  wants  to  your  Excel- 
lency. Encouraged  by  your  good  disposition  &  great  attention  (for 
which  you  are  so  emminf^  distinguished)  towards  the  officers  &  men^ 
I  shall  rest  satisfied  that  every  thing  will  be  done  to  render  the  en- 
suing Campaign  (which  certainly  will  be  attended  in  this  uninhap- 
peted  &  wild  country  with  many  &  great  Difficulties)  as  easy  and 
comfortable  as  posable* 

I  have  the  Honur  to  be, 

With  greatest  respect. 

Tour  Exoellencys  most  oh*  hum*  Serv*, 

ADM.  fiUBLEY,  L"  Col.,  com*  11. 
Bireded, 

(Public  service.) 
His  Ezcellencyi  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Mb.  Holkbb  to  President  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelphia  y«  22d  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

Mess"  Nesmos  &  Vaillant,  French  Merchants^  established  in  this 
City,  having  churned  the  Privil^es  of  the  Flag&  having  remonstrated 
to  me  that  the  collector  of  taxes  has  sdmmon'd  them  for  payment  of 
the  militia  tax,  &  has  threatn'd  to  take  part  of  the.^ods  in  their 
Shop  in  payment  thereof, — I  cannot  refuse  to  claim  m  their  behalf 
the  Privileges  of  the  Nation,  which  though  not  Positively  determined 
by  Congress,  are  necessarily  understood ;  should  Congress  hereafter 
Determine  that  traders  from  France  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  Laws 
which  are  binding  as  Americans,  they  shall  readily  comply  there- 
with, &  americans  in  France  shall  be  Reciprocally  treated  through  his 
Majest/s  dominions,  on  the  most  equal  footing,  it  Being  His  Majesty's 
intention  expressed  by  treaty.  In  the  mean  while  I  Request  that  your 
Excellency  will  please  to  stay  all  pursuits  against  the  above  Qentlemen 
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kom  All  Oonflfibles,  Gbltoclim,  Sso,,  till  this  Pallet  i»  SnaHy  seized. 
Bhottld  joor  Bxfselleiicy  think  it  neoeesary  thAt  thesb  Qentlemeu 
ihoald  give  an  obligatory  note  for  payment  of  their  Quota  of  taxes,  I 
■kail  sePB  it  don«  to  your  satisikotion,  Plroviding  the  payment  thereof 
ii  deffM^d  till  a  final  &  gMeral  arrangement  can  take  plaoe; 

I  hope  yoQf  Exoelleney  will  favdr  me  with  an  anawer  to  thia  LetteTi 
k  Belfetie  me  with  Due  Respect, 

Bia  most  obedient  Servant^ 

HOLKBR.^ 

[Read  in  Cotoba^  June  28d,  1779.    T.  M.,  See'y.] 


Bbsolution  of  ConobbsB)  1779. 

In  Congress,  Jane  22J,  1779. 
Beaolyed.  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  Legislatiye  &  BxecatiTe 
powers  0^  the  seTeral  states,  more  especially  those  that  axe  adjaeent 
to  Laiq^.  iriand  and  olber  plaoea  i»  poisession  of  the  Enemy  to  take 
the  most  effeotual  measures  to  prevent  plundering  the  InhaUUnSa 
of  such  places,  and  att  officers  of  the  aray  are  dieted  to  use  their 
utmost  exertions  to  prevent  such  practices. 
Extract  frbte  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

Bead  in  Council|  June  26,  1779.    T.  M.,  Seo'y. 


Gin.  St.  Glair  to  Presidbnt  Reed,  1779. 

Casup  «l  Sttitfa's  eiove,  June  28d,  1779^. 
Sir, 

A  Beard  of  Officers  has  been  sitting  for  some  Days  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  Recruiting  Accounts,  but  they  find  the.aocounts  of  Blonej 
advanced  for  the  Recruiting  Services,  that  have  been  transmitted  to 
me,  very  imperfect ;  many  of  the  officers  acknowledging  the  Reoeipi 
of  large  Sums  with  which  they  are  not  there  charged.  Inclosed  is 
a  Memorandum  they  scut  me  on  that  Head.  In  Order,  however, 
that  we  might  be  able  to  make  some  Guess,  at  least,  how  they  stand 
with  the  Public,— I  have  desired  them  to  go  on  and  take  the  accounts 

*  066  CoL  Bed.,  Tdt  XII,  p.  80^^  and  answ«f,  page  002  af  thif. 
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firom  the  officers  themselves  of  what  they  received.  A  great  Deal  of 
Momey,  I  observe,  is  ebarged  to  'Offioen  who  h<ive  either  resigned  or 
are  sapemameraries.  The  Expenditure  of  that  cannot  be  enquired 
into  here ;  but,  as  soon  as  a  Report  ifi  made  I  will  transmit  to 
Coandl  a  List  of  those  offioers,  with  the  sums  thej  are  charged  with, 
viMf^eetively,  ihat  tbey  may  be  oalked  to  Aoooant  by  4hem.  There 
IB  ft  Tiieiii.  Philip  Gibbous  of  rtbe  sixth  Begiment,  who  hae 
reoeived  an  enormous  svm,  made  iem  or  no  Beoruits,  and^tfae  Com- 
ttan<fing  officer  telk  me  cannot  be  got  to  join  his  Begimeni,  hwt  ia 
forking  about  Philadelphia.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  well  enough  to 
secure  him  there,  unless  he  settles  hts  Aooonnts,  and  then  send  him 
on  to  Gamp  to  be  tried.  Colonel  Mieoila,  J  da^  pay,  can  hunt  him 
out 

Now  I  have  mentioned  Colonel  Nicola,  I  doubt  whether  his  con- 
tinuing to  recruit  for  the  Line  in  Philadelphia,  will  answer  any  good 
Purpose,  every  Man  he  has  yet  sent  on  has  deserted,  one  only  ex* 
oepted.  The  Bountv  is  now  so  large  that,  if  possible,  no  ]^n  should 
be  engaged  that  there  is  not  a  great  probability,  at  least,  that 
he  will  continue  in  the  Service  firom  Principle,  and  that  is  scarce  to 
be  expected  amongst  the  Vagabonds  picked  up  about  Philadelphia. 

Colonel  Craig  has  requested  -me  io  reocommend  to  Coundl  Mr. 
Peter  Cunningham  to  serve  as  an  Ensign  in  bis  Regiment }  and  a 
Mr.  James  Gilchrist  has  this  Day  joined  the  fifth  Regiment  in  that 
Character.  He  is  a  very  pfominng  young  Man,  I  b^ 'leave  to  re- 
commend him,  and  that  his  Commission  may  hwt  this  Date  The 
Commissions  of  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Kinney  axe  not  yet  come  up. 
Colopel  Cwg  fieque^ts  me  to  put  yon  in  Mind  <tf  them  alaa 

There  has  oeen  no  Movements  in  the  Enemy^s  Army  lately,  they 
ooptinue  entrenched  on  Stony  Point  on  this  side  the  River,  and  on 
tiie  opposite  shore,  without  venturing  abroad  almost  at  all,  and  when 
ever  they  do  they  constantly  lose  Men  by  Desertion.  We  are  in 
emrnest  fixpeetation  to  have  the  News  Irom  Carolina  confirmed,  which 
%  hope  you  have  before  Now,  tho'  it  has  not  yet  reach^  Us. 

After  a  most  severe  fit  of  the  Gout,  which  confined  me  to  my  bed 
lor  a  fortnight,  I  began  to  hobble  about  again,  and  have  laid  in  a 
fitook  of  Health  and  Spirits  by  it  to  serve  me  the  rest  cf  the  Cam- 
T>aign,  and  am. 

With  Esteem  &  JElespect,  Sir, 

Your  fpoat  obediept  S^rv^pt, 


A'  St.  CLAIR. 


To  Hie  Exoellepcg^  Joseph  Reed,  Esgoire. 
Answered  July  15th,  y  M»  Broadhead- 
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Pres.  Beed  to  Officers  at  Mud  Island,  ftc,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Gonnoil  reooUeotiiig  thai  your  toar  of  duty  is  nearly  expired, 
hare  ordered  a  relief.  It  ie  wifcfa  great  satiefaction  we  have  obeerred 
the  alaerity  with  whioh  yoa  undertook  and  the  fidelity  yon  have 
ahewn  in  performing  thb  eervioe.  For  whioh  I  beg  you,  tbeofiieeni 
and  priyatesy  to  aooept  my  rinoere  thanke,  as  well  as  of  the  Board  at 
which  I  have  the  hononr  to  preside. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  dne  regard, 

Your  most  obedient 

&  Very  humble  Servant, 

J.  IL,  President. 
Coancil  Chamber,  Jane  23, 1779. 
To  Officer  commanding  at  Mud  Island  &  at  BiUingsport. 


Pr8S«  Rbbd  to  Mr.  Holkbr,  Frenoh  Consul,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  June  28d,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  yesterday*  I  this  Day  had  the  Hononr  to  lay  bo- 
fore  the  Council,  &  tho'  there  are  no  express  Priviledges  stipulaiied 
for  the  Subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  the  Reason,  Jnstioe 
&  Propriety  of  giving  them  all  proper  Indulgence  are  with  us  Mo- 
tives equally  forcible.  We  have  therefore  considered  the  Claim  of 
Messrs.  Nesmos  &  Vaillant  with  the  Attention  due  to  it  &  to  your 
Bepiesentation,  upon  which  I  beg  Leave  to  observe,  That  the  Mili- 
tia Law  of  this  State  having  been  made  at  an  early  Period  of  thin 
Contest,  did  not  make  any  Exceptions,  but  in  favour  of  Delegates  of 
Congress  &  of  the  principal  Officers  of  Oovernment,  nevertheleoa 
they  have  been  extended  to  Persons  either  of  publiok  Character, 
Msriners,  or  mere  transient  Traders.  But  if  they  become  Resident, 
as  they  derive  a  Protection  from  the  Laws  &  Government,  we  appre- 
hend they  owe  a  temporary  Submission,  &  more  especially  on  a 
Service  not  only  necessary  but  honourable.  If  the  Oentlemen  who 
are  the  Subjects  of  the  present  Application  are  those  who  i^^fJied 
to  the  President,  &  have  been  established  here  for  two  Years  in 
Trade,  we  apprehend  the  granting  their  Request  will  be  attended 

*  See  page  409. 
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with  matnal  iDconrenieDce.  Wbile  they  renmiii  here,  whatever  maj 
be  their  ProfessioDS  of  Suhjeotion,  thej  withdraw  themselves  from' 
the  Daty  they  owe  their  Prince,  &  if  indulged  with  the  Exemption 
reqnired  they  would  have  all  the  Priviledgea  without  doing  any  of 
the  Duties  of  Subjects.  If  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State  should  reside 
above  3  or  at  most  6  Months  in  any  of  the  Dominions  of  France, 
we  should  be  far  from  desiring  any  Exemption  from  a  Duty  of  this^ 
kind,  &  in  Case  of  actual  Invasion  we  should  hope  any  Subject  of 
this  State  would  deem  it  a  Duty  to  join  in  repelling  the  Enemy,  as 
obligatory  as  if  this  State  was  invaded. 

For  ought  appears  in  the  present  Case,  these  Gentlemen  may 
continue  here  during  Life,  &  by  an  easy  Extension  of  the  Principle, 
screen  themselves  from  all  the  Duties  &  Burthens  of  Subjects  to 
either  Country,  a  Doctrine  which  would  be  pernicious  to  both.  We. 
should  therefore  from  the  present  Consideration  of  this  Case  recom- 
mend to  these  Persons,  if  they  have  resided  here  above  6  Months, 
which  we  understand  is  the  usual  term  in  the  West  Indies,  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Law,  &  either  perform  the  Service  or  pay  the  Fine,  k  as 
the  Assembly  has  under  Consideration  a  Bill  touching  the  Privi- 
ledges  of  French  Subjects,  this  Case  may  very  naturally  &  properly 
be  included.  Should  an  Exemption  be  generally  granted  from  ser- 
vices of  this  Nature  throughout  the  United  States,  Pennsylvania  will 
most  readily  concur  in  a  general  System,  but  we  think  it  would  not 
be  decent  or  proper  for  any  single  State  to  establish  Principles  &' 
Regulations  which  in  their  Consequences  affect  all  the  rest.  Upon 
this  Footing,  therefore,  we  beg  Leave  to  rest  it,  assuring  you  of  our 
very  aancere  Respect  &  Regard. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Ser.* 


Mr.  UoLKBBy  Fbbnch  Consul,  to  Pkesidbnt  Bebd,  1779; 

Philadelphia,  June  the  24th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  this  minute  honored  with  your  letter  dated  in  Council  y*  28* 
June:  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  present  to  write  you  many  bbser* 
vations  I  have  made  on  its  contents :  But  I  cannot  obmit  Returning 
you  my  grateful  thanks  for  y*  attention  which  you  &  the  Counou 
have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  my  previous  letter,  &  to  the  Represen- 
tations of  Mess"  Nesmos  &  Yaillant:  It  is  also  my  duty  to  add,  that 
I  cannot  perceive  why  you  should  now  begin  to  exact  the  Militia 
tAZ  from  these  French  Gentlemen,  when  you  have  not  extended  the 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  80. 
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I  buTe  now  n  oonriderable  quantity  ^f  Proyisionsy  &  oould  make  a 
neoeflBfol  QaippaigQ  up.  Ib^  AU^banji  but  I  uok'noi  al  Liberty  to 
doit 

I4  woald  giYO  sie  pleamin  to  Iwov  what  ifward.  migbt  aafelj  be 
ofiered  for  fodian  Soalps. 

The  wicked  Waggonera  ft  paok  horse  drivers  have  destroyed  at 
least  one  sixth  of  onr  Spirits,  &o.    In  ftitnre  it  bad  bett^  be  eased. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  bsi 

with  the  most  fiinoere  regurd  &  Bsteev, 

Ypur  Bxeellencies  most  Obed^  ft 

moBt  H'ble  ServS 

PANIEL  J^BODHSAD. 
Hia  Escell'j  Go?'  Beed. 

A  stnall  present  from  Congress  or  from  our  State  to  my  young 
Delaware  Hero  would  be  properly  bestowed.  Bis  Excellency  the 
Commander  beiuff  now  at  a  very  great  distance  from  Conffress,  I 
shall  be  much  obSdged  to  yon  for  making  them  acquainted  with  the 
Contents  of  your  Packet 


Gapt.  Johk  McGdlloh  to  Pr£8.  Bud^  1779. 

Sir, 

/I  Reo^l  your  ftirVour  of  yesterday^B  date/ and  I  am  esoeedihgly 
bappv  to  find  tiiat  my  endeavours  has  m^t  with  your  Excellency's 
and  the  Hon*'  Council's  approbation.  I  have  presented  your  thanks 
t6  the  Offioiers  and  men  I  nave  the  honour  to  Command,  which  they 
reeM  with  ihe  warmest  glow  of  gratitude,  not  only  on  account  of 
your  goodness  eontasned  in  your  last,  but  also  for  the  strict  attention 
yeb  have  paid  to  things  pertaining  to  our  Comfort  and  Satisfiietion, 
which  have  even  exceed  on?  most  sanguine  hope,  the  QreatlnU 
Remembranee  of  which  I  assure  you  will  not  esely  be  defaced,  for 
which  I  with  the  Officers  and  men  nndeit  my  command  pray  yottr 
BkeeDen^  «sd  tfa^  HeA*«' Counoll  to  receive  our  warmest  and  lua-, 
ftigned  thanks,  and 

I  ani;  Bir,  with  the  greatest  Respect,     * 
'    '  ^    '    Youf  Aost  obedient  ft  very  humble  8arve&t| 
JOHN  M'CULLOH, 

Capt  Com'g  at  BillingBpavt. 
BillingspM,  June  24, 1779. 

Directedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Epq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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pRBS.  OF  CoNaRBss  TO  pKBS.  Reed,  1779. 

Philadelptiia,  24th  Jane^  1779. 
Sir, 

Herewith  eBclosed  jon  will  receive  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  22nd  Inst.,  on  the  Subject  of  plundering  The  Inhabitants  o^ 
Places  in  the  Enemy's  Possession. 
I  have  ibe  honqr  to  be, 

With  gr^t  Bespeot, 

Yoor  Bzoellene/s 

Most  Obed*  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY,  Presid*- 
Hit  Exodknoyi  President  Reed. 

Bead  in  Oooooil  Jane  26,  1779. 

T.  M.,8eo>. 


D.  Bartrem  Galbraith  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  1779L 

Donegal,  24**  June,  1779. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency, 

On  the  21*^  Ins*  I  ree*  a  letter  from  Col*  Oreenewalt,  who  super- 
intends at  Lebanon,'  for  a  Continuance  thereof,  as  there  was  no  prob- 
ability of  the  Stores  being  removed  friwa  that  place ;  &  from  the 
mind  ef  Council  irben  I  was  last  in  Phjlad%  thro'  the  expectation  of 
the  board  of  Warr  renewing  their  orders  for  the  express  removal  of  thp 
Stores  at  that  place  before  this  time,  wrote  him  for  Answer,  that  I 
was  not  Antborised  by  Councjl  for  the  Continuance  of  a  Guard  at 
that  post  any  longer,  therefore  expected  that  every  endavour  should 
be  made  ui^  of  for  thair  removal-^thid  I  rec*  anothef  from  Col* 
Oreenewalt  to  the  Same  effect,  as  also  one  from  Col*  Flower,  Com^ 
Oen'  of  Mil'y  Stores,  (which  I  herewith  transmit  you,)  in  a  Style  of 
Language  nol  tery  .agreeable;  however,  I  have  answered  him,  ft 
the  Copy  of  which  is  also  sent,  that  yon  might  be  furnished  with  l^ 
^e  State  of  t^e  matter  should  any  thipg  on  that  Subject  coma  in 
course.  In  answer  to  the  former,  I  called  on  the  eighth  Class  of 
the  Lebanon  Militia,  (being  on  the  spot)  least  any  thing  should  faap^ 
pen  until!  your  further  Pleasure  in  that  matter  may  be  knowUi 
^hich  I  expect  as  soon  as  Convenient. 
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On  toy  retorn  from  Philada*,  at  Lano'  by  Express  I  ordered  » 
Sabalteni  &  18  men  to  Cozes-town,  (from  the  Lebanon  Guards)  as 
a  Goard  for  the  Stores  there ;  their  time  also  expired  the  20*^  Ins^. 
I  dould  wish  with  all  my  heart,  that  a  Number  of  men  necessary  for 
Guards  at  these  different  posts,  were  provided  as  standing  troops }  for 
under  the  militia  Law  it  is  Impracticable  to  furnish  Guards  &  do 
«qual  justice  to  the  people — notwithstanding,  Substitutes  are  not 
allowed  of  by  a  late  Suppliment  to  the  Militia  Law,  there  is  hardly 
any  other  on  those  Guards ;  the  policy  of  the  near  to  where  Stores 
are  placed,  they  lay  out  evry  schame  possible  for  performing  their 
tower  of  duty  there,  as  the  can  procure  a  Substitute  for  that  duty 
much  lower  than  for  one  to  goe  into  the  field.  A  Number  of  People 
amongst  themselves  say  a  Militia  Law  is  good  &  necessary,  yet  our 
opinion  u  the  meaning  of  Militia  Laws  are,  that  when  our  State  is 
invaded  our  duty  is  to  turn  out,  but  those  Guards  at  so  many 
Various  places  are  oppressive.  I  should  not  have  ventured  to  put 
this  in  Letters  to  you  even  on  hearing  it,  only  to  Show  you  the 
uneasyness  &  hardship  the  People  look  on  it  to  be  to  them  in  their 
Situation  as  Farmers;  perhaps  not  more  than  ^one  man  with  a 
Wpman  &  five  or  Six  Small  Children  on  a  Plantation,  if  they  goe 
two  months,  perhaps  loose  their  Croop,  on  which  their  family's  live- 
lihood depend,  or  pay  one  hundred  pounds;  &  say  they  would  not 
regard  it,  were  it  to  repel  the  enemie,  but  to  run  those  risques  to 
guard  a  few  Stores  they  look  on  it  hard.  I  have  not  as  yet  been 
able  to  send  off  the  men  for  Bedford,  but  will  call  on  untUl  I  can 
raise  them.' 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

most  obed*  Huble.  Ser*, 

BARTREM  GALBRAITH, 

Lieu*  for  Lancaster  County 
Dtreeftfi?.— On  public  Service. 

'    To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq^  Precid*  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


/"\     BoAED  OF  War  to  Pebb*  IIesd^  1779. 

Witf4)flbe,  «6»*  June,  1779. 
Bir, 

llie  commissary  of  military  stores  has  informed  me,  that  M' 
Hubly,  who  has  at  present  the  superintendence  of  the  magaaine  at  Lan- 
caster doef  not  incline  to  take  charge  of  the  ammunition  removing 
from  Lebanon  to  that  place ;  and  that  he  alledges  he  cannot  deliver 
up  the  key  of  the  magazine  to  any  person  without  an  order  from 
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ConDoil.  The  board  have  therefore  directed  me  to  request  yon  would 
grant  an  order  on  M^  Hably  for  the  delivery  of  the  key  to  Buoh 
person  as  they  shall  appoint  to  receive  it 

As  the  board  wish  to  avoid  any  delay  in  this  matter,  they  would 
conceive  themselves  obliged  by  an  answer  to  this  application  aa 
speedily  as  Council  can  idth  propriety  determine  on  h. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  high  respect, 

Yoor  fizoelleney's 
BHMtob.ser., 

P.  SCULL,  Secr'y  * 

2>tr0el0c?.«*On  pnbliek  service. 

His  Excellency,  Joeeph  Seed,  ErquirC;  Pfoeident  of  the  Slate  of 
Pennsylvania. 


L.  Nicola,  T.  M.,  to  Prbs.  Bbkd  1779. 

Sir, 

Two  deserters  from  the  17th  inform  me  they  left  Kingsferry  this 
day  week  when  all  the  baggage  was  embarked  in  order  to  proceed  up 
the  river  to  West  point.  The  army  supposed  between  nine  and  ten 
thousand  strong,  the  company  they  belonged  to  45  including  non- 
commissioned officers,  it  was  the  strongest  in  the  regiment  but  their 
regiment  was  looked  on  as  the  weakest  on  this  side  the  river.  A 
strong  work  at  stony  point  with  four  twenty  four  pounders  and  three 
long  twelve  pounders. 

The  troops  this  side  the  river  were  the  17th  6Sd  64th  and  about 
60  Taugers.  .  Two  vessels  of  64  guns  each,  two  row  gallies,  some 
bomb  vessels  &  above  80  transports  in  the  river. 

Geueral  Clinton  went  to  New  York  but  is  returned  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  two  block  houses  have  been  erected,  desertion  very 
«reat. 

Permit  me  to  subscribe  myself  with  respect, 
Your  Exoellensies 

juiost  Obedient  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 
June  25th,  1779. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  Sute. 

*  See  GoL  ]Ue.,  Vol.  ZU.,>^  82. 
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Mb.  HoLKiB  TO  Pbbs.  Bhbd»  1779. 

PbihaelpUft,  y  25th  June,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  iDeloeioff  you  a  Letter  f<w  yourself  &  Comieil, 
in  which  I  strictly  adhere  to  the  line  of  my  duty ;  I  cannot  however 
not  seiie  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  was  you  to  Insist 
upon  inforoing  the  measures  which  It  seems  that  Council  means  to 
support,  they  would  necessarily  involve  both  nations  into  difficulties 
to  which  you  have  not  perhaps  so  far  attended  &  which  I  shall  readily 
explain  to  you  whenever  you'll  think  proper,  I  should  be  sorry  that 
these  consequences  should  take  place,  on  account  of  the  individuals 
whom  it  may  Concern,  on  account  of  ihe  diffiedlties  ^hidh  mic^ 
arise  to  ref^repeutatSves  of  this  State  &  of  my  nalion,  on  account  uso 
of  the  Respect  I  have  allways  bore  to  your  Excellency's  Cbaraoter, 
&  Person.  I  therefore  desire  you  would  not  hurry  matterS|  before 
next  assembly  or  rather  before  Congress  can  settle  this  important 
subject,  more  especially  permit  to  My  because  ihe  eutembi^  have  not 
under  Oonsideraiton a  Bill  touching  the  PnmlegeMof  French  Subfectt, 
But  merely  Respeeting  the  Jurisdicubion  of  the  Connil  <}ver  firenoh 
Seamen,  and  the  means  to  Enforce  the  same.  • 
I  am  Sir,  most  Respectfully, 

year  Excellency's  most  Obedient 

&  humble  Servant, 

HOLKEfi.* 
Directed^ 

]    Bis.  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Presiident  of  the  State. 
Indorsed, 
;    Read  in  jCouncfl,  June  26, 1779.  T.  M.  Sec*y. 


Lt.  SaMhbl  Hcntbb  to  Pbbs.  Bebb,  1779. 

Fort  Augusta,  26th  June,  1779. 

Tour  fiivour  of  y*  2d  Inst  I  Received  by  Mr.  Martin  and  I  am 
sorry  to  acquaint  you  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  send  any  of  the 
Rangeing  Company  to  assist  in  Ouardiag  the  stores  up  here  from 
Estherton,  as  what  few  men  Capt.  Kemplen  had  under  his  command 
was  stationed  at  Bosleys  mills  on  Ghilisquake,  and  as  for  the  Militia 
thejr  ccmld  not  be  eall'd  uppon  at  that  time  as  the  County  was  Quite 
drained  of  men  by  the  Boat  service,  and  the  few  spirited  men  that 
Remained  had  charge  enough  to  Guard  the  Women  &  Childer  at  the 
different  little  posts  they  were  assembled  at,  untill  such  timte  aspatt 
of  the  Army  matches  from  Wyoming  and  then  I  hope  there  wiU  be 
no  Danger. 

•  fi»e  C6L  Bee.,  VoL  Zn.,  p.  82,  8^  87. 
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I  wrote  to  General  Hand  that  I  had  Orders  from  yonr  EtoellencV 
b%  giveing  all  the  aid  and  aagiatanoe  poeaable  by  the  militia  of  this 
Oounty  in  forwarding  the  Storea  to  Wyoming,  and  gtveing  him 
beveral  Beasona  for  not  complying  with  your  instnlotions  desired  he 
might  acquaint  Mtljor  Oeneral  Snllivan  ho#  this  Cottfity  wnd  di^ 
trcsBsd  and  any  thing  in  onr  power  for  y*  good  of  the  Service  he 
might  Rely  nppon.  '  ' 

All  the  Militia  I  oonld  OoUeot  ExclnsiTe  of  what  wad  at'  Port 
freeland  &  General  Potters,  was  aboat  thirty,  which  I  ord^r^  to  stay 
at  Sanborry  to  Guard  the  Stores  there,  untill  the  Continental  troops 
Returned  from  Wyoming.  I  Bee*  an  answer  from  General  Hand, 
and  he  makes  mention  to  me  it  gave  him  p^in  to  demand  one,  Hun* 
dred  and  fifty  men  of  us,  and  he  was  certain  t  Oould  not  comply  with 
the  Requisition  at  the  time  he  wrote  me,  and  hopes  it  will  be  in  his 
Power  to  spare  our  militia  the  next  time  the  Boats  goes  up. 

The  medicines  is  come .  safe  to  hand  which  yon  mentioned  to  mA 
&i  your  letter  of  y*  5th  of  last  month,'*'  but  no  ease  of  Sdrgeods  instru- 
raentSy  as  Mr.  Jennings  surgeon  to  Col.  Hartleys  Regiment  acquaint^ 
M  me  he  never  Received  any  for  the  HiHtia  to  be  put  under  mvcarq 
this  I  thoughtproper  to  acquaint  you  oiF,  as  Doctor  Hutchison  should 
have  told  Doctor  Jennings  there  was  no  instruments  to  be  had  at  that 
Kme. 

The  men  we  had  enlisted  f(St  two  months  Hisi^  times  is  fix^dred, 
atod  according  to  agreement  they  lobk  to  the  madstrates  fbr  Am  pay 
and  as  it. was  not  in  thm  power  to  have  it  Collected  in  time,  they 
made  apfication  to  me  to  lend  them  as  much  as  would  pay  of  tfaos^ 
three  Oompanys,  Oapt  Hambright  tnentioned  to  me  he  was  of  Op- 
pinion  it  would  be  allowed  by  Council,  this  I  would  be  desirous  to« 
now,  I  am  certahi  they  well  deserve  their  pay  for  fliey  were  of  in- 
finit  service  to  this  County. 

As  the  mUitia  makes  apKcation  to  me  for  Attrmunition  at  times 
when  they  are  ordered  out  in  their  tower  of  Duty,  and  as  I  have  none 
under  my  Imediat  'Command  but  must  apply  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  tbats  stationed  here,  I  would  be 
desircous  you  would  Order  me  two  Hundred  w*  of  Powder  and  Eight 
Bundr^d  w*  of  lead  for  the  use  of  the  Couhty  to  be  given  out  as 
inecessity  Requires  at  times. 

Inclosed  I  send  Capt.  Thomas  Eemplens  muster  Roll,  and  am 
itfraid  we  will  not  get  Uie  Company  made  up  in  any  Reasonable  time 
in  the  situation  we  are  in  at  pres^t^  Kemplen  &  hfs  ihen  is  gon  t& 
Wyoming  with  the  last  Escort. 
I  am  y  Excellencys 

most  Obd*  and 

Very  HumV  Serv*, 

B  A.M.  HUNTER,  Ueu*  N.  C. 

N.  B.  I  Rec^  a  letter  Arom  Major  General  Sullivan  inclosing  an 
Extract  of  your  letter  dated  y  8d  Inst^f  to  order  up  the  Banfaif^ 

*  Page  876.  t  29^94^1^    T 
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Company  Raiaed  for  the  Befenoe  of  thk  County  to  Wyombg,  as  ha 
finds  his  numben  Rather  short  of  what  he  Expected,  Col.  Hubleya 
Regiment  marches  Immediately  which  leaYCs  Fort  Mnncy  &  Fori 
Jenkins  Vacant  at  this  Critical  time  when  its  out  of  my  Power  to 
man  them  the  time  of  Harrest  with  the  militia  of  this  County.     . 

S»  EL 
Direciedj 

His  Excelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sopreme  Ex- 
ecutive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Pres.  Bebd  to  Gapt.  Thomas  GLuaaiGE,  1779« 

Philad%  June  26,  1779. 
Sir, 

Xonr  Letter  of  the  lltb  Inst  has  been  duly  received  &  M'  Donallj 
is  appointed  your  2d  Lieutenant  agreeable  to  your  Desire.  When  M' 
Piper  &  yourself  haye  fixed  upon  the  1st  Lieutenant  and  made  him 
known  to  us  we  shall  lesdily  appoint  him — ^We  were  anprebensiya 
that  th^EncouEu^mont  given  to  the  Boat  Serrice  &  otner  inferior 
Branches  of  the  Susquehanna  Expedition  would  injure  the  recruiting 
but  as  il  CTentually  psomotes  the  Same  Object  via.,  the  Safety  of  the 
Frontiem  we  can  submit  to  it  with  more  Chearfulness.  The  we  hope 
that  you  will  be  able  to  recruit  near  your  Complement,  tho'  you  may  not 
fiilly  reach  it  It  would  have  been  very  agreeable  to  us  to  have  been 
informed  of  the  exact  State  of  the  Company,  k  we  request  you  will 
do  it  as  soon  as  possible— M'  Carson  at  Carlisle  has  undertook  the 
Supply  of  the  Articles  promised  in  the  recruiting  lostrucUons  k  has 
actually  supplied  Capt.  Irwins  Com^  We  have  forwarded  some  Money 
to  him  for  this  Purpose  &  shall  supply  him  with  more  when  necessary 
we  would  therefore  have  you  spply  to  him.  The  favourable  Reports 
received  on  all  Hands  from  The  Westward  of  the  IKspoeition  of  the 
Savaoes  since  the  Capture  of  Gov.  Hamilton  give  us  Hopes  that  y<Ma 
may  be  able  to  eo-operate  with  &en.  Sullivan  who  is  very  anxious  to 
have  a  Body  of  fjOM  Woodsmen.  There  will  not  only  be  an  Opp^  of 
acquiring  more  Honour  than  their  remaining  merely  defensive,  but 
in  such  Case  it  would  be  in  our  Power  to  Send  you  Supplies  from 
this  City  which  the  scattered  State  of  the  Troops  &  Difficulty  of 
Carriage  now  in  a  great  Measure  prevents. 

We  shall  forward  a  Supply  of  Money  by  the  first  safe  Oppy  and 
if  any  one  is  coming  down  you  will  do  well  to  direct  him  to  wait  on 
US  for  this  Purpose. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  k 

very  Hbbl  Serv*, 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed, 

To  Gapt  Thoiias  Oluggage  of  Bedford  County. 
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Prbs.  op  Congress  to  Pres.  Heed,  1779. 

Pbilafclplu*;  26  Jime;  1779. 
Sir,  '         . 

Beoollocting  that  the  papers  in  the  Case  of  M'Callaater  with  a  copy 
of  the  BeaolatioD  of  Congress  oh  fharsubjeet  had  not  been  deliverod 
to  me,  I  sent  to  the  Secretarya  Office  for  their.|  and  received  for  an- 
swer that  one  of  the  Clerks  had  tx)ntrary  to  the  standing  order  of  the 
Secretary,  sent  them  to  your  Excellency.  I  mention  this  oircnm- 
staiiee  to  aecoant  for  yoor  net  haying  receiTcd  them  in  the  osual  wAy . 
And  have  the  honor  to  be 

'  witfi  great  Respect 

Tour  Excellencies 

most  obedient  Servant, 
'    ^^  JOHN  JAY. 

JXreeiedf 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,^]^.;  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pres.  Bked  to  Mr.  Holebr,  French  Consul,  1779.  ^ 

.1       '         .  '•  ' 

In  Council, 

Fhgadelphia,  June  26th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  was.fiiY((Dn^  tl^i^  Hcimpg  wSpi  yjww  f^^her  repr^aent^tion*  in 
behalf  of  Messieurs  Nemos  and  Valliant.  Having  the  most  favourable 
sentiments  towards  every  individual  of  the  Ifation  which  you  represent, 
we  shall  with  .great  satisfaction  receive  any  information  or  light  you 
may  please  Ux  give  ins  on  the  subject;  and  we  trust  that  upon  this 
as  upon  all  other  occasions  you  will  tind  the  fullest  disposition-,  lid 
grant  not  only  Justice,  but  evei^  reasonable  iiululgejDce  to^he  sub- 
jects of  a  Nation  so  highly  and  justly  respoied. '  We  woald  wbl^ 
to  convey  this  Idea  in  a  manner  to^  most  likely  to  make  an  impres* 
sion,  because  from  the  terms  in  wiiidb  you  are  pleased  to  enforce  the 
claim  of  Dies'*  Nemos  and  Vallian^  we  fear  our  intentions  and  desires 
are  not  fully  understood.  j 

'  Oar  confidence  in  &  high  Esteem  of  the  Minister,  make  it  quite 
acceptable  to  iis  that  you  should  communicate  the  matter  to  him, 
and  in  the  mean  time  we  shall  have  no  objection  to  a  delay  of  the 
procedure  against  Mess"  Nemos  and  Vallum t,  &  have  given  direo^^ 
tlons  aocordmgly. 

'Mi 
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The  Coanml  sit  from  ten  to  two  •Clook  daily,  but  will  with  plet- 
sure  meet  at  any  other  time  oonTenient  to  you,  to  hear  any  repre- 
aentation  you  may  think  proper  farther  to  make. 
I  have  the  haaor  to  b9  ^ifi 

your  obedient  &  rery  humble  servant. 


tBxa.  Ks&D  TO  Col,  WjI^  Hknet^  ltTd« 

Philad*,  Jvna  26%  177ft» 

SlTi 

I  am  directed  by  His  Ezoellenoy  the  President  to  inform  yon  tlitt 
a  representation  has  been  made  to  Oouncil  by  the  Consol  of  France 
in  behalf  of  Nemos  and  Valliaut,  and  it  is  thought  proper  to  delay 
your  further  prooeeding  in  their  oase  until  it  can  be  maturely  ooa- 
aideted. 

I  am  respeotfally 

joot  very  bumbb  ssrvant^ 

T.  MATLACK,  Beif. 

To  Col*  W-  Henry,  L,  of  Pliikd*. 


Pins.  BiKD  fo  OoZb  HiOHABB  BtnftE^  17f9. 

In  Couttoil, 

Philadelpbia,  June  27th,  1779. 
Hr^ 

iToUr  PaTOur.  of  the  l4  Inst*  tias  been  duly  received  k  atten(}ed 
io.  We  are  very  sensible  of  the  Difficulties  under  which  the  Fami- 
lies of  many  Soldiers  k  indeed  Officers  labour  in  these  Times  ot 
Extravagance  &  Extortion.  But  as  Grants  of  Rations  in  any  one 
Case  would  lay  a  Foundation  for  the  like  in  alliWe  fear  it  is  imprao- 
ticable  to  make  any  Alteration  at  present.  The  Rations  are  no£ 
tnder  the  Control  &  Direction  of  any  Authority  but. Congress,  &  si 
duch  Indulgences  would  extend  to  all  the  States  k  prove  a  very 
heavv  Burthen^  we  doubt  whether  it  wou)d  be  acceded  to.  In  Cssei 
of  .Families  as  large  as  that  of  the  Serjeant  mentioned  in  voursil 
would  be  more  for  the  Interest  of  the  publiok  to  discharge  the  Haxi 

*  See  psf  e  4R2* 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779.         .    815 

than  support  him  &  Family  too— but  we  think  you  should  be 
cautious  of  discharging  a  Man  upon  this  Ground  without  the  Cori- 
rence  of  the  General,  as  ,it  may  fix  a  Rule  or  at  least  lay  tt 
Foundation  for  the  like  Demand  in  the  Troops  of  other  States. 
We  shall  at  all  times  be  clad  to  do  any  Thing  in  our  Power  for  the 
Relief  of  th9  Troops,  &  when  It  depends  upon  the  Authority  of  the 
State  we  trust  you  will  never  find  us  backward,  as  we  would  on  all 
Docasions  wish  to  give  them  the  moat  Solid  Proofs  of  ouz  A&ctioii 
&  Esteem. — With  many  good  wishes  &  much  Regard 
I  remain  Sir^ 

fwu  most  obedi  H'Ue  Serr. 

J.  & 

Col.  R.  Butlerj  at  Camp. 


Pbbbidbnt  tLxBD  Ta  Lx.  OoXu  Albx.  Baowh,  1179, 

Lk  Coimeil, 

Philads.,  June  27tb^  1779. 
GentlemeDi  .  \. 

Joint  Repttesetit^tibil  of  the  28  Hiy  has  been  fadd  b^forid  the  Hon* 
Couneili  and  it  is  a  Satisfaotion  to  us  to  learn  that  the  JN^oti  eompH^ 
anoe  with  bur  Order  did  not  prooeed  from  any  other  Cause  than 
Necessity.  Having  been  appoiated  by  the  good  People  of  this  State 
to  administer  its  Ooyemment,  we  do  not  consider  any  Disobedience 
or  Neglect  of  Authority  as  an  Injury  to  us  in  a  private  Capaoitv — 
those'  who  appoint  us  expect  our  Exertions  for  the  publiok  Wel&re^ 
if  they  are  defeated  thro  Necessity,  Accident  or  Design  we  have  dis- 
charged onr  Duty  &  a  good  Conscience  the  Consequences  must  rest 
with  those  by  whose  Means  such  Exertions  failed  of  their  due  effect 

In  the  present  Case  your  Destination  was  fixed  in  Concert  with 
his  Excell*  Gen.  Washington  who  had  given  such  Orders  to  m  Body 
of  Troops  under  his  Command  to  support  the  Frontiers  of  Northamj^ 
berland  as  in  his  Judgment  made  it  quite  unnecessary  ft  even 
improper  to  send  attv  Militia  into  that  Quarter.  Whereius  th4 
Counties  of  Westmoreland  &  Bedford  not  having  tnch  a  Support  il 
becomes  necessary  to  send  them  some  Assistance  bat  I  am  so^y  U 
observe  that  an  almost  general  Disappointm*  has  taketo  Place.  It  ay 
much  to  be  wished  that  a  proper  Confidence  should  allwnys  svbsist 
between  thosd  who  are  called  to  plan  &  those  who  are  to  exeeutd 
because  in  some  Cases  it  being  improper  to  disclose  military  Designs^ 
they  must  fail  for  Want  of  the  necessary  Secrecy. 

We  couM  have  wished  on  the  present  Oecasion  thai  the  NMSsit; 
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of  tbe  Case  &  ita  CiroamRtanoes  had  been  made  known  to  ns  so  ihai 
we  might  have  made  Provision  therefor — for  as  the  nndertaking  to 
jadge  s,  determine  when  oar  Orders  may  or  may  not  be  obeyed  most 
in  a  little  Time  render  the  Militia  entirely  useless,  we  would  ohoee  to 
9aYe  ourselves  the  Trouble  of  giving  out  Orders  &  the  Mortification 
of  finding  they  were  not  complied  with. 

With  Kespect  to  countermanding  the  Call  of  the  8*  Class  i 
exempting  you  from  a  Tour  of  Duty  save  on  your  own  Frontiers  joa 
may  be  assured  that  nothing  short  of  the  most  pungent  &  unavoidable 
Necessity  will.indace  us  to  give  any  f&rther  Orders  on  this  Subject 
If  such  A  unavoidable  Necessity  should  arise  our  Duty  will  demand 
it  of  u»  td  gtve  the  Order  k  a  like  Principle  would  we  trust  iodnoe 
yotf  to  obey  it.  Gkneral  Potter's  aentim^  -have  their  due  Weight 
with  us,  but  had  he  been  informed  of  tbe  Principles  on  which  these 
Orders  were  given  &  tbe  Direction  of  Oen.  Washington  he  woold 
probably  have  thought  difierently. 

We  are  happy  to  find  the  Appearances  of  Danger  on  the  Frontien 
had  very  much  subsided  we  trust  it  is  a  happy  Prelade  to  more 
permanent  Security  &  that  you  will' no  more  be  distressed  with  these 
Apprehensions  ft  Difficulties  which  have  attended  yon  for  some  Time 
past*    With  theae  Wi6he»'&  due  lUgard  . 

I  am  Gent. 
T   ,;    .  YourObed.  HbbLSer. 

Directed^ 

'  To  lieot  CoL  Alexander  Brown  A  other  Offioen  of  the  5^ 
Battalion  of  Militia  Cumberland  County. 


JoHH  Hagkbkwaldbb  to  Col.  Bkoadford,  1779. 

Coochocking,  May  SSth,  1779. 
Dear  Sir,     " 

I  have  the  ploasnre  to  inform  you^  that  by  John  Monture,  who 
came  here  from  the  Wyondott  Town,  we  are  assured  that  the  Wj- 
ondotta  are  ready  to  mtke.  peace  with  the  States,  and  on  their  way 
to'  Pittsburgh  alneady ;  thev  rejoioed  greatly  wben  your  speech  wae 
delivered  to  them,  and  had  waited  a  long  time  for  something  from 
Ahe  Americans  themselves.  When  Monture  came  away,  they  had 
^t  three  days  to  GounocL  The  first  they  were  to  make  out  now  many 
of  tbam  were  to  go  to  tbe  Couneel  at  Pittsburgh;  The  secoad  Day 
they  were  to  get  speeches  ready  to  the  Tawas  &  Chebaways  that  they 
also  might  go  with  them }  and  the  third  day  they  were  to  speak  to  their 
Fathers  at  Detroit^  and  to  tell  them  now  you  have  Cheated  us  long 
^aoagb,  we  denUb,  therefore^  tell  us  the  truth  and  keep  our  eyes 
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Shmt  no  longer;  and  then  to  tell  him,  now  we  are  goinff  to  ahake 
hands  with  the  Virginians ;  we  are  therefore  their  friends  already. 
John  Monture  partioularlj  desires  me  to  inform  you  of  the  following : 
— ^That  Clarke  had  taken  a  Fort  lately^  in.  which  he  got  Ooven' 
Hamilton,  Hays  &  Desyonng,  three  worthless  fellows/  Prisoners. 
The  Cannonading  lasted  from  the  middle  Of  the  day  'till  night,  & 
began  next  morning  again,  after  which  the  Gh)vernor  surrendered, 
without  the  loss  of  one  Man  on  either  side*  M'  Clarke  treated  the 
Prisoners  very  well,  and  the  report  of  his  killing  so  many  Prisoners 
is  false,  and  only  reported  that  the  Indians  shall  believe'  that  the 
Virginians  are  ill  disposed  towards  them  all.  That  further,  in  the 
letters  whieh  M'  Clarke  had  sent  to  Kentnckie,  but  which  were 
taken  by  some  Warriors^  he,  M'  Clarke,  wrote  to  the  People  there. 
that  he  had  the  Governor,  and  would  deliver  him  to  the  Hands  pi 
the  Weoman  who  had  lost  their  Husbands  by  his  wickedness  in 
sending  the  savages  to  kill  them :  they  then  might  do  with  him  as 
they,  pleased, — further,  that  the  English  had  built  a  very  strong 
Fort  at  Detroit  and  that  he,  Monture,  thinks  it  will  be  very  hard  taking 
without  Bombshells,  tho'  he  says  he  does  not  know  but  what  they 
win  leave  the  Fort  immediately  when  they  see  an  Army  Coming. — 
That  further,  there  were  two  Vessels  posted  out  to  watch  for  thd 
Ameriean  Army,  the  one  np  Sc  down  by  Ouyahaga  to  Presquez,  and 
the  other  at  the  Mouth  of  Tweetweiloi  Mkvii  River ;  that  the  Shaw- 
aneee,  Mincoee&  Wyondohatagang  were  to  go  with  Gapt.  Bird  &  Ten 
English  sddiers  to  attack  &  take  Fort  Lawrens ;  that  he  did  not 
knbw  the  number^  but  the  Gap^  said  he  would  have  3  or  4  hnndred 
Hen;  but  Monture  thinks  there  will  be  scarce  half  that  number} 
no  Wyondotts  will  be  along,  ft  as  the  Gap'  knows  this,  he  says  he 
does  not  want  them,  for  they  were  all  turned  Rebels,  ^iard  tokt 
Montore  that  he  would  fire  his'Swivelsy  for  now  we  know  for  Gsftain 
they  are  but  small  swivels,  on  sixty  >ds.  from  the  fort^  ft  knock  H 
down  In  a  Hurry }  to  whieh  Meniore  replied,  he  would  do  the  Vir* 
ginians  a  mat  servioe  if  he  would  go  that  nesr.  He  intends  to 
iboot  donue  headed  shot  which  he  makes  bilna^lf*  The  ^erohants 
ft  others  ifa  Detroit  desired  Monture  to  do  all  he  Could  that  the  Cftp^ 
might  be  taken ;  ft  he  thinks  it  Gould  be  easily  done.  When  the 
WyondottB  w«re  a  GouneeUing  near  Detaoit,  the  Comm'  sen^  a  file  of 
Men  to  take  Monture  Prisoner,  because,  as  thej  said,  he  was. taming 
ike  Wyandotte  to  beoome  Rebels;  the  Men  were  niiie  ityshfter 
him,  kifeCloiild  not  get  him*  That.ThA"  M*Carty  is  gonoi h^  thinks, 
down  Soiota  with  40  Men  to  Gross  Ohio,  to  war.  a  few  dajta..  .  Aftef 
Monture  left  Detroit^  they  had  sreat  rejoicing  there,  the  Gannon 
being  hearing  firing.  That  160  Men  came  lately  from  Niagara  to 
Detroit,  100  of  them  Regulareft  60  Pnsoners,  who  ^veeie  .b<mgbt  of 
the  Indians  ft  made  soldiers .  off;  that  by  a  late  information  of  a 
merchant  who  Came  from  Qaobec  to  Detroit,  it  appears  that  there 
has  not  betwen  them  two  places  been  above  800  Soldiers. — ^This  far 
John  Monture  to  you.    1  understand  by  Monture,  that  after  this 
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Battle  at  Fort  Lawrens  is  oyer,  the  Mingoes  wiU  all  go  borne  to  their 
own  Countrj,  &  then  the  six  nations  will  fall  on  the  Wjondotts ;  h^ 
says  nothing  is  surer  than  this ;  but  they,  the  Wyondotts,  say,  if  they 
have  the  Amerioans  to  our  friends,  they  will  Certainly  help  tiB  to 
fight  them  if  the^  oome. 

Monture  likewise  tells  me,  that,  perhaps,  wheh  the  Shawnese  sed 
What  the  Wyandotts  are  about,  and  that  they  are  a  going  to  treai 
at  Fort  Pitt,  they  may  alter  their  minds  &  not  go  along  against  Fori 
I^iwrens ;  but  he  says  this  is  uncertain,  &  a  gteat  many  will  go ;  it 
ever  they  tume  back,  he  wishes  that  you  may  be  ready  for  them. 

Ilie  letter  from  the  Wyondott  Chief,  Bawbee^  to  yon,  was  wrotb 
by  a  Prisoner  for  them.  — Monture  tells  Me,  that  at  that  time  when 
he  was  Galled  to  Come  to  Pittsburgh,  it  was  impossible  for  him  ti 

K,  &  would  have  cost  him   his  Tifej   but  if  he  Ihad   Re"^  H^ 
Klge's  letter  a  few  days  sooner  much  mischief  might  have  been 
prevented. 

,    Excuse,  Sir,  this  letter  not  being  wrote  in  a  proper  manner ;  'tis 
impossible  for  me  at  this  time,  I  having  so  much  to  do,  &  Could  not 
^member  ever^.  thing  directly,  therefore  all  is  meant  together^ 
Simon  Girty  acts  wicl^dly,  and  does  all  he  can  iigainst  you. 
I  am,  with  great  respect^  your 
rety  kali"  8er?% 

JOHN  HACKBNWALDBR. 

P.  S.  JE^at^ b  i^ stem  iTith  m^  tbat  I kurdly <Miiirfi€e  ixmAsk 
letter.       . 

I>ear8fr,' 

I  was  dblidged  to  epMi  my  letter  a^n,  as  John  Hontmre  Infbrnu  me 
iB  a  certain  £et,  that  Legoneir  and  all  this  side  of  Ihe  Lkwiel  hill 
will  be  attacked  by  the  six  Nations,  atad  Buttier  at  the  head  of  Iheih 
With  tiro  huiidred  RangetB;  the  Private  n^ws  of  this  mns  thus:--* 
We  have  fovmd  out  a  piece  of  ground  were  nd  disturbance  has  been 
made,  #here  their  is  Provision  and  every  thing  plenty ;  the  farmeiA 
thferd  ai^  busey  at  their  farms,  and  suspect  nothing ;  we  will  now^ 
as  soon  as  the  Mawbertjir  are  ripe,  liall  in  that  Conntry  all  at  once ; 
then  let  the  Tirginians  try  to  Carry  on  a  Campugne  against  ug. 
This  is  Ouyashota  his  private  speech  to  the  Mingoes.  Mofatnre 
dMires  you  to  be  ready  for  them^  and  not  Oonsider  tiiii^adi  4  f«ls« 
Import,  for  he  says  it  is  a  faoii 

Indoned, 
From  John  Hackenwalder  to  Colonel  Broadfoid,  read  Jane  24. 
(Copy.) 
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Jtohn  Hambrigbt  to  Peesidbkt  Resb^  17T9. 

Lftncaster.  Jmie  28**,  17W. 
Sir, 

I  leg  leave  to  inform  Tour  Exisellehoy  that  I  arrived  B(ite  laai . 
Frjday,  but  )ia?ing  received  a  hurt  in  mv  Journev  am  not  able  im- 
mediately to  proceed  and  jgpve  my  attendance  with  the  Letters  and 
Fanen  in  m  j  GiM^e.  M  BOoh  as  I  shall  be  able  I  will  attend  and  givd 
9Uob  further  information  as  may  be  required  or  not  fully  explained 
by  the  Letters  and  Papers  which  I  now  forward  herewith— In  the 
mean  Time  I  would  recommend  to  Tour  Attention  the  Remonstrance 
and  Petition  of  the  Magistrates  of  Northumberland  on  the  Appoint- 
ment of  another  Prothonottiry  for  that  Oeviaty  :  As  to  the  Remon- 
strance of  the  Mtgiltoitea  od  the  subjeet  of  the  three  Companies 
raised  for  immediate  defence,  and  the  monies  required  for  their  pay, 
it  wHl  als6  require  the  immediate  attention  of  Council,  and  thereupon 
would  sug^t  that  the  money  sent  to  Col.  Huuter  to  raise'  a  Gonir 
pany  of  Suae  Hot^U  N^  might  be  applied  for  that  jpiirpose— As 
CSol.  Hunter  has  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  k  Gaptam  and  Welve 
Recruits  for  that  service— The  wages  and  Service  of  the  Boatmen 
lately  raised  and  still  rainng  linr  prevented  the  Col.  to  do  any  more 
nor  do  I  believe  he  will  be  able  to  go  on  with  that  business  any  fur- 
ther. Among  Ae  Papers  will  Appear  an  Opinion  of  Lawyers  North 
and  Ohambers-His  tne  matter  therein  rerered  to  Was  chiefly  under 
my  Attention  it  will  reanire  my  Personal  attendance  at  Council  to 
reMe  tlkelttittiotts  HtagMeitAi  induct  of  the  Sheriff  in  the  Escape 
of  the  Prisoners. 
•   I  b^  my  Compliments  to  the  Board  and  am 

Tour  Blcellency's 

most  Obed*  SerV,  * 

JOHN  flAMBRIGHT. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Pluladetphia. 


LswiB  Nicola  to  Pees.  Rbsd,  1779. 

Sir, 

A  Deserter  is  jost  arrived  but  so  stupid  that  little  satis&otory  can 
be  got  from  him,  yet  such  as  it  b  I  think  proper  to  inform  your 
Excellency  thereof  as  sometimes  a  trifle  from  one  informant  will 
help  to  elucidate  the  reports  of  some  other. 

He  belonged  to  the  64<^  &  lefb  this  side  of  the  river  at  Kings 
ferry  the  day  aflter  the  two  men  whose  examination  I  had  the  honour 
to  send  yon  last,  oorrobotates  the  account  of  the  enemies  having 
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embarked  Uieir  baggage  bat  Bays  the  men  varied  in  their  oonjeotaTeB 
about  theif  de8tiQatk>n,  some  suppose  they  are  to  proceed  to  West 
point :  others  to  New  Loudon,  None  of  the  troops  were  yet  emharked. 
Deven  or  eight  guns  &  3  mortars  mounted  on  the  work  at  rooky 
pointy  the  defence  of  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  oommltted  to  the 
Hessians.  Says  he  believes  the  64*^  is  not  above  150  strong  exeh- 
sive  of  grenadiers  &  infantry,  yet  when  asked  about  the  companies 
says  the  strongest  was  near  50  &  the  weakest  about  80,  Am  is  not 
agreeable  to  the  custom  of  the  English  Army  in  my  time,  as  when 
ever  there  was  any  material  difference  between  the  companies  they 
generally  squared  them  by  adding  to  the  weak  &  taking  from  the 
strong.  Says  there  were  only  two  frigates  in  the  river. 
I  am  with  respeot 

Your  Exoelleneies 

Mo0t  Hamble  &  cAed*  8erv« : 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
IHreetsd. 
To  His  EioeHency  Joseph  Beed  Preddent  of  IheStnti^ 


Resolittion  op  Ookgmss,  1779.       ■ 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  eameatly  recommeoded'  to  the  ifeverd  ^tates^  by  the 
most  Speedy  and  vigorous  efforts,  V>  fill  up  their  reepeotive  batta- 
liona  agreeable  to  the  Besolution  of  Congress  of  the  ninth  day  of 
March  last,  That  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  their  part  to  rendor 
4he  present  Campaign  glorious  an^  d^i^ve. 

Extract  from  the  minuteS| 

.CHA.' THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
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Bby.  Mb.  Orubb  to  Gol.  Bbodhsad,  1779. 

Oolo.  Brodheady 

Sir, 

I  only  inform  yoa,  when  we  were  in  the  Forks  of  onr  Boad,  one 
of  the  Indians  which  waa  in  onr  Company  and  went  before,  was  fired 
npon  by  a  White  roan,  who  lay  in  Ambuscade  behind  a  great  log 
aboat  12  Tards  off  the  Road,  but  happily  miss'd  him ;  one  of  our 
Indians  who  was  near  ran  up  to  him — another  white  man  raised  his 
Gun  to  shoot  him,  but  a  great  many  of  the  Company  near  him  and 
a  great  noise  making,  they  run  off;  there  was  8  White  men.  We 
went  on  our  Boad,  and  no  body  any  search  after  them — they  left  a 
Gun-Cap,  a  Rammer,  &  a  Hatchet  behind  them.  We  let  you  know 
this  for  that  Reason,  lest  there  should  be  bad  stories  risen  of  oar 
People.     We  are  all  well. 

I  am,  Sir,  yonr  humble  Seryant, 

B.  AD.GRUBK.  ' 

June  28th.    3  Mile  beyond  little  Beayer  Creek. 


Capt.  Jauss  Montqouebt  to  Fbbs.  Bbed,  1779. 

Ship  GenL  Green,  off  of  Lewis  town, 

June  29th,  1779. 
I  had  a  verey  Buisey  Week  of  it  beetwizt  onr  Capes  and  New 
York,  tho'  unsuccessful ;  on  Friday  last  Chaised  a  Privateer  Cloas  in 
With  Sandey  Hook,  and  on  Saturday  Morning  fell  in  with  a  British 
Cmser  and  was  oblig'd  to  Run  in  turn,  and  on  Sunday  Evening 
Goot  in  to  our  Capes,  being  very  foggey,  snchor'd }  Next  Morning, 
Saw  two  Large  Sail  lying  within  me,  hove  out  our  Signall,  and 
found  them  to  bee  the  Boston  and  Confedricy ;  the  foog  Clearing 
more  a  Way  saw  a  large  Ship  standing  Down  the  Bay.  She  Prooys 
to  Bee  the  Deane.  We  are  all  well  informed  there  is  three  British 
frigates  Cruseing  off;  this  morning  at  day  Break  heard  tliem  fire 
three  Guns,  but  being  Ci^  Cannot  get  out  to  them.  I  hoop  the 
Breexe  will  shortley  spring  up,  and  make  No  Doubt  but  wee  shall 
ahortley  Give  a  Good  ace*  of  them.  I  have  Ingaged  to  Craze  some 
lime  with  them,  which  I  hoop  will  bee  Pleasing  to  yonr  Ezcelency. 
Oap^  Nicholson,  as  Eldest  Continental  Cap*  Commands  our  little 
fleet. 

I  Remain  yonr  Exoelenoies 

Hnmble  Serv*,  &c., 

JAMES  MONTGOMERT. 
IHreetedf 

His  ExoelliBcy  Joseph  Reed,  Eequire.  ^ 
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PBBfilDSNT  OF  COKGBBfid  TO  PbBSIDBKT  BsBD,  1779. 

PfaQadelphia,  29t&  Jane,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  tbe  Honor  of  trabsmittiDg  to  your  Excellency,  Copies  of 
Wo  Acts  of  Cooffress  of  the  28th  Inst.  The  one  was  entered  into 
In  oonseqaenee  of  a  Letter  received  by  Goftgt-ees  from  General  Wash- 
ington of  the  11th  Inst,  (copy  of  an  Eztraot  ft-om  which  is  ato 
enclosed,)  and  earnestly  recommends  to  the  several  States  to  fill  up 
their  respective  Battalions  by  the  most  speedy  and  vigorous  Effofta, 
kgreeable  to  a  former  Resolution  of  Congress  on  that  Subject* 

The  Expediency  of  thb  measure  is  so  bbvious  as  to  preclude  the 
neceasity  of  any  Persuasion  09  tny  part  to  urge  youf  Bxcellenoy'i 
Attention  to  an  object  of  the  first  moment  to  the  Freedom  and  hde- 
pendenoe  of  these  States. 

The  othet  BesolVe  directs  a  Paper  from  Mr.  Holker,  commani' 
cated  to  Congress  by  the  Minister  ef  France,  respecting  Fraacii 
Fleury,  carried  by  force  on  Board  the  armed  Ship  Oeneral  Greeoe, 
to  be  transmitted  to  your  Exeellenoy  and  the  Supreme  Execative 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  which  Paper  is  accordingly  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  great  Respect^ 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and 

Bumble  Servant^ 

JOHN  JAY,  PwsiA 
'    His  Excellency  President  B^d. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Babtbbh  Galbeaith,  1779. 

In  Cotknonl, 

Philada.,  June  SOtli,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  twenty  fourth  instantf  has  been  received  &  lai< 
before  the  Council.  After  having,  as  early  as  last  March,  givei 
notice  to  the  Continental  Officers  that  it  woi|ld  be  necessary  to  remove 
the  stores  from  Lebanon  and  discontinue  the  guard,  the  same  beioff 
agiqQ  reneated. about  six  wedca  ago,  we  cannot  but  consider  Colonel 
Flowers^  letter  as  extraordinary  for  its  matter,  as  its  manner. 

•See page 620.  f  Q^P^SOM^' 
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The  demand  of  Waggons  was  made  by  the  Board  of  War,  bat 
upon  oar  representing  to  those  Gentlemen  the  difficalties  and  ^onse- 
qoencesy  they  retracted  it  and  concluded  on  this  occasion  to  hire 
teams,  so  that  Mr.  Bailey  is  not  only  excasable,  bat  has  acted  very 
properly  in  omitting  to  call  them.  It  is  our  direction  to  yon  not  to 
tui^ish  any  more  guards  from  the  Militia  without  our  special  order: 

We  have  found  the  ruinous  consequences  of  them  to  the  Militia 
this  spring  when  they  were  called  to  go  to  the  frontiers,  then  th« 
difference  of  the  duty  was  so  manifest  that  it  ended  in  confusion)  and 
finally  in  a  total  neglect  of  our  orders,  &  the  frontiers  left  to  thism* 
•elves.  At  this  season  of  the  year  more  especially,  when  the  harvest 
fields  call  for  every  hand,  it  id  a  publick  loss  to  take  off  such  a  num- 
ber  of  people  to  such  a  service.  We  would  wish  you  on  all  oocasiond 
to  treat  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Continental  service  with  respect  & 
attention  while  their  behaviour  is  correspondent,  aa  harmony  and 
good  humor  greatly  tend  to  the  dispatch  of  business  and  promotion 
of  public  service. 

Bat  we  do  not  expect  or  desire  you  to  receive  any  insults  frosft 
iny,  eVen  the  greatest  of  them,  and  yoU  nay  depend  npon  it  that 
we  shall  ever  esteem  it  our  indispensible  duty  to  support  and  assist 
vvery  officer  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty. 

As  to  the  calling  out  the  militia  fer  the  frontiers,  we  would  wish 
you  to  delay  it  at  least  for  the  harvest,  as  our  accounts  from  them 
Are  more  favourable  than  formerly,  and  perhaps  by  that  time  there 
Bay  be  less  necessity  for  the  measure. 
With  due  respect,  I  remain  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant^  ^ 

J.  REED,  President 


Lewis  Nicola,  T.  M.,  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Two  sailors  inform  me  they  escaped  from  New  Tork  last  sundaj 
evening;  that  they  were  told  by  some  of  the  people  that  worked 
on  board  the  same  vessel,  that  44  prisoners  were  just  brought  ii^ 
some  wounded,  but  that  the  rebels  had  worsted  the  king's  troops. 

Capt*  Burgess,  who  came  off  with  the  above  two  men,  told  me  il 
was  said  in  New  York  that  west  point  was  invested. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

Yoor  Bxcellenoies  most  obed*  servS 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

June  80, 1779.    7  o'ciodr,  P;  M. 
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John  Hackbnwbldbb  to  Col.  BBODHSADy  1779. 

Cooohooking,  Jane  the  SOth,  1779. 

J>  Sir, 

Althooeh  I  am  oonvinoed  that  you  have  always  been  veiy  carefall 
with  my  Letters,  so  that  neither  I  nor  others  therein  mentioned  have 
had  any  reason  to  apprehend  any  thing  from  what  was  meotioned 
therein,  yet  in  particular  I  most  request  of  you  this  time  to  eonsider 
these  two  letters  as  a  piece  of  secrecy,  and  particularly  the  name  of 
the  Oentleman  who  farours  you  with  this  Intelligenoe-^M'  M'Gor- 
mick  who  came  here  last  night  in  his  own  private  Business  has  mes' 
tioned  several  matters  in  a  letter  I  wrote  for  him  to,  and  as  I  haTe 
been  acquainted  with  him  this  five  years,  and  know  him  to  be  a  trne 
friend  to  the  States,  Oannot  otherwise  than  Credit  the  Intelligenee 
he  has  given  you,  1  have  conversed  with  him  several  times  about 
what  he  mentions  to'you  Concerning  the  Wyondotts  pervading  him 
to  believe  that  they  did  not  care  to  make  him  aoauainted  with  their 
nnderstanding  for  fear  of  the  Eoglish  and  others  out  this  he  demea, 
saying  that  all  the  Wyandotte  know  him  and  that  if  they  had  any 
notion  of  going  to  Treat  for  Peace  with  the  Americans  one  or  the 
other  would  have  i^oken  to  him  about  it  however  he  says  farther 
ahoud  some  of  them  from  over  the  Lake  go  to  a  treaty  to  Fort  Pitt, 
tis  to  no  purpose  and  only  a  piece  of  deceit,  without  you  was  to  take 
some  of  their  principals  as  hostages  and  then  it  would  be  well  enoogh 
bj|t  he  thinks  could  you  but  march  two  Days  beyond  Fort  Lawrence 
towards  them  there  would  be  speeches  enough  carried  from  them  to 
you  for  peace.  I  shall  mention  yet  something  unto  you  from  the 
Wyondotts,  but  first  mean  to  inform  you  of  the  reason  that  Capt 
Bird  was  sent  from  Detroit  to  attack  Fort  Lawrence  and  in  the  whole 
of  his  behavour  it  will  be  plainly  seen  that  he  is  not  entirely  withoat 
humanity — Simon  Girty  after  coming  into  Detroit  went  Immediatly 
to  the  Commandant  informing  him  that  he  had  800  Warriors  ready 
at  his  Command  who  had  determined  to  attack  and  take  Fort  Law- 
rence that  all  their  request  was  that  an  English  Captain  might  be 
sent  with  them  tp  see  how  they  would  behave  this  then  was  imme- 
diately agreed  to  and  Capt.  Bird  sent  off  to  go  with  tbem  likewise 
to  take  4000£  worth  of  goods  with  him  for  these  Warriors  after  all 
had  been  done  according  to  Orders  and  the  goods  given  unto  the 
Jndians  he  was  told  that  none  of  all  the  Wyandotts  would  go  with 
him  against  Fort  Lawrence  but  that  they  were  about  to  Harder  a 
poor  prisoner  which  they  had  in  their  possession,  the  Capt  on  hearing 
this  did  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  save  the  poor  man,  beging  and 
praying  their  bead  men  to  save  his  life,  and  frequently  ofiering  400 
Dollars  for  him  on  the  spot,  and  indeed  was  about  to  offer  1000  Dol- 
lars of  which  the  above  mentioned  Gentleman  agreed  te  pay  down 
400  out  of  his  store  Immediatly,  bu^t  after  finding  all  to  no  porpofl0 
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went  to  tbe  man  told  him  that  he  could  do  nothing  that  if  (he)  Cap*  / 
was  in  his  place  he  would  pick  up  a  gun  and  defend  himself  as  long 
as  he  ooula,  but  the  Prisoner  seeming  Prettj  easy  only  told  them 
that  the  time  would  come  that  they  would  pay  dear  for  all  their 
commited  Murders,  and  then  was'  taken  away  by  the  Women  and 
Murdered  at  a  most  horrid  rate  after  which  the  Gap*  took  tbe  Body 
buried  it  but  they  (the  Wyandotts)  diging  it  out  again  and  sticking 
the  head  upon  a  pole,  had  to  bury  it  a  second  time — after  all  was 
the  Capt  went  up  to  them  they  were  all  assembled  and  spoke  to  them 
in  the  following  manner — Ten  damned  Rascals — if  it  was  in  my 

{>ower  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Americans  not  one  of  you  shoud 
ive,  Nothing  would  satisfy  me  more  than  to  see  such  D — Is  as  you 
are  all  killed,  you  Cowards  is  that  all  you  can  dojto  kill  a  poor  Innocent 
prisoner,  you  dare  not  show  your  faces  where  an  Army  is,  but  there 
you  are  busy  when  you  have  nothing  to  fear  get  away  from  me  never 
will  I  have  to  do  with  such — as  you  are,  and  be  Guilty  in  such  a 
horrid  murder  as  yon  have  Committed  at.  This  and  the  Capt*  be- 
havour  towards  them  so  long  as  he  was  at  Sandusky  brouglit  the  ill 
will  of  the  Indians  upon  him,  he  would  not  suffer  an  Indian  to  come 
near  him  for  a  Ions  time  and  never  would  forget  it— I  am  informed 
that  the  Cap*  was  determined  that  should  he  meet  with  the  good  luck 
pf  having  the  Fort  at  Tuscarawas  surrendered  up  to  him,  to  tell  all  the 
men  there  to  march  under  arms  to  Detroit  and  that  if  any  Indians 
should  offer  to  touch  any  one  of  tbe  Prisoners  to  fier  upon  them  an4 
kill  all  who  should  come  in  their  way — tbe  Wyandotts  I  also  under- 
stand have  a  vast  deal  of  Wampum  in  their  hands  to  replace  some  men 
who  were  killed  when  at  War — Simon  Girty  is  for  the  Mingo  Coun- 
try as  soon  as  he  returns — We  have  heard  at  different  times  that  the 
Sbawnese  are  a  building  a  Fort  but  now  we  are  informed  that  .they 
are  only  building  their  Houses  close  together  so  that  it  may  serve 
them  as  a  Fort,  they  only  wish  the  Virginians  might  let  them  alone 
till  their  Corn  is  of  the  ground — Had  not  that  have  happened  at  the 
Bhawanese  Towns  what  baa  happened.  1  am  informed  the  greatest 
preparations  were  making  against  Fort  Lawrence — Alexander  M^'Kee 
was  coming  up  with  150  of  the  Shawanese  and  the  same  number 
were  there  already  but  when  they  got  that  news  they  quit  this  en*-  ' 
tirelv-*-John  Monture  is  to  be  looked  on  as  without  deceit  and  the 
head  men  of  the  Wyandotts  at  Detroit  indeed  wishes  for  peace  but 
there  are  many  things  in  the  way,  and  I  understand  one  is  that  they 
are  affraid  of  the  English  Setting  the  Chibways  and  Tawas  on  them 
in  Consideration  of  a  murder  committed  3  or  4  years  ago,  by  the 
Wyandotts  on  the  Chibways,  and  which  the  Governor  for  the  sake  of 
beinff  able  to  employ  all  Nations  made  up  himself  for  that  time— 
but  uierefore  has  it  also  in  his  power  (or  the  Commandant  of  Detroit)  * 
to  bring  it  to  work  again— With  these  words  I  conclude  that  the 
Gentlen^an  Continually  declares  to  me  that  no  peaoe  can  be  made 
without  a  Campaign  but  then  very  easy,  likewise  that  if  the  Campaign 
is  not  carried  on  before  the  Corn  is  ripe  and  out  of  the  way  it  then 
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will  be  of  litde  servioe  for  si^s  be  tbey  tben  will  take  to  the  woodi, 
»Qd  from  tbcDoe  come  and  fight  you. 
I  am  dear  Sir, 

;oar  most  Ob* 

HbV  Servant, 

JOHN  HACKENWELDER. 
DirecUdy 

Col.  Brodbead^  Commandant 


L.  Nicola,  T.  M.,  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Joseph  Hicks,  a  native  of  Rhode  island  state,  has  called  on  me 
for  a  pass  to  return  home.  He  says  he  was  a  passenger  on  board  a 
vessel  bonnd  to  Surinam,  near  which  he  was  taken  bjr  an  english 
privateer  about  the  last  of  March  &  carried  to  S*  Vincents,  where  he 
remained  about  14  days,  was  then,  with  some  other  prisoners,  put  on 
board  a  store  ship  bound  to  S*  Augustine  to  asrist  in  navigating  her, 
under  promise  of  liberty  when  they  arrived,  touched  at  S^  Loeiei 
where  the  vessel  was  detained  'till  she  oonld  go  under  convoy.  No4 
being  found  able  or  willing  to  act  as  a  sailor  he  was  sent  on  shore, 
went  to  Antigua,  &  other  islands  'till  he  found  an  opportunity  to  go 
to  S*  Eustatia.  Says  he  left  S<  Lucie  abont  a  month  since,  when 
there  were  there  about  BO  sail  of  Kings  ships  of  all  sorts,  bat  cannot 
ascertain  the  number  of  line  of  battle,  heard  the  fleet  was  very  sickly 
&  daily  seen  some  brought  on  shore  to  be  buried ;  two  died  on  board 
the  ship  he  arrived  in  &  several  were  sick.  Hea^xl  there  were  manj 
troops  on  the  island  but  saw  few  in  the  town  near  the  harbour,  £ 
they  were  mostly  kept  in  the  mountains,  it  was  said  800  had 
died,  but  he  saw  only  two  buried  while  there;  abo^t  a  week 
before  he  left  the  island  he  saw  several  embark^  said  to  be  destined 
against  Dominica. 

When  taken  he  was  plundered  of  every  thing  but  the  clothes  on  hia 
back  and  thirty  half  Johannes  he  had  conceal^  in  difier^t  parts  of 
his  clothes,  silver  shoe  and  knee  buckles  were  taken  from  him.  He 
remained  on  board  tbe  prize  at  sea  and  at  S^  Vincents,  during  the 
latter  periqd  there  was  a  guard  of  soldiers  always  on  board,  he  was 
well  treated  a^  to  provisions,  but  while  on  board  the  etore  ship  did 
not  receive  anj  lulowance  for  seven  daysi  m  he  could  not  work, 
during  which  time  he  subsisted  on  scraps  he  received  from  one  or 
another. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  rospec^ 
Sir, 

your  most  obe^^  servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

June  80tb,  1779. 
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Coi^.  John  Mitchbll  to  Prbsidbnt  Bbbd,  1779. 

.  J  take  tbe  liberlj  of  seDdin^  jon  the  loelosed  acc^  of  the  extra- 
ordinary  escape  &  fortitude  of  an  Sxpress  coining  from  General 
Sallivan  io  Easton,  bj  which  it  appears  that  a  number  of  Indians 
are  in  the  rear  of  His  Army. 

I  am  with  esteem,  very  respectfally 

your  Excellencys  most  Obed^  ham.  S*, 

JNO.  MITOHELL. 
Sonday  Morning. 

Sollifan's  Stores,  1*«  July,  1779. 

8'»     .      .    . 
This  will  inform  you  t>f  the  most  singular  eYent  that  perhaps  you 

ever  met  with. — One  of  my  Expresses,  (Vi^S)  James  Qook  on  his 

return  fr^m  Weyoming  this  day,  about  tbe  middle  of  the  aftemooui 

in  the  S^Amp  was  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  &  Tories — be  supposes 

between  Thirty  &  Fifty  Shot.     One  Shot  went  thro'  his  Oanteen, 

one  thro'  his  Saddle,  one  thro'  his  Hunting  Shirty  pne  was  shot  into 

hia  Horse.     Two  Indians  or  Tories  being  yet  before  him,  both 

discharged  their  Pieces  at  him,  threw  down  their.  Firelocks  with  a 

determination  to  Tomahawk  hpm — adyanced  within  Eight  Yards  of 

him,  at  which  Time  he,  with  a  Bravery  peculiar  to  himself,  fired 

upon  them,  killed  pne  of  them  on  tbe  spot  and  wounded  the  other, 

notwithstanding  be  threw  bis  Tomahawk  at  the  Express,  missed 

him,  but  cut  the  Horse  very  deep  upon  the  Shoulder.     He  got  hold 

of  Cook,  thought  to  get  him  from  his  Horse,  tore  his  Shirt,  which 

is  stained  much  with  the  Indian's  Blood ;  the  Borse  being  fretted 

by  his  Wound  raised  upon  bis  hind  Feet,  Trampled  the  Indian  or 

Torie  under  him,  who  roared  terribly,  at  which  time  Cook  got  clear; 

thV  other  Indians  on  seeing  him  get  off,  raised  the  Whoop  as  if  all 

Hell  was  broke  loose.     He  supposes  he  rode  the  Horse  afterwards 

near  four  Miles,  but  by  the  loss  of  Blood  began  to  Staeger,  when 

he  alighted,  took  off  his  Saddle  &  Letters,  ran  about  a  Mue  on  foot. 

where  he  fortunately  found  t^  stray  Oontinentjil  Horse/  which  he 

motinted  &  tode  to  this  Place. 

It  is  easy  to  account  for  his  getting  the  Horse  |ui  there  are  numbers 
of  them  astray  about  the  Swamp.  M'  Cook's  Firelock  was  loaded 
wi|h  a  Builet  i&  Nine  Buck  shet,  &  the  Indians  being  dose  together 
when  he  fired  is  the  xeaaon  why  the  one  might  be  killed  and  the 
other  Wounded. 

I'rom  a  Perfect  knowledge  of  the  mans  Sobriety^  Integrity  and 
Soldierismi  no  part  of  thb  need  be  doubted. 
I  am  ^r, 

yoqr  most  oV  Humble  servS 

(Copy.)  ALEX'5  PATTERSON. 

Directed, r-To  His  Excellency:  Joseph  Reed;  E^V  Present. 


628 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  17T9. 


• 

J*  2  g  f^  g  6J 

1 

n? 

•^©•25 

«  J? 

f 

H 

o 

£ 

o. 

N^  1— •  M4 

Okptoliuk 

A 

K)IOtO 

^\ 

H- 

H-  H-  H- 

G«iiD«n. 

CO 

MM>-» 

Boatowaini. 

o» 

H-  H-  H-» 

Gupenten. 

CO 

l-»  I-*  H- 

Stmrwds. 

CO 

l-rf  !-•»-> 

CO 

PM' 

K>tOCO 

PreMnt 

If^ 

N-»QO 

IOK>i-> 

^ 

>-• 

»-« 

la  ye  Hoqdtel' 

fcO 

K» 

SMLQn. 

*t. 

l-»H-l 

lO. 

AbMntwIthlMTA. 

* 

Do.  wfthont  leavt. 

8 

l-l  t-^ 

ooeokiai. 

Ibtid. 

09CO 

owp 

_  _  _ ,    / 

MqstarlCr. 

H- 

M 

l-» 

•■u 

fhiTgmm. 

l-» 

M 

PfejMMler. 

***« 

H- 

Clerk. 

<3i 

Od 

lfii«ioteDa.J 

r 


»4 

H 


o 

3 


o 

Q 
Q 

O 

n 


I 
I 

I 


PmKSTLYANIA  ABCHIVB8  1779;  629^ 


*  DAriD  Jambbov  90  Pbib.  Bbed^  17.79.  •  t 

York  Town,  July  !•»,  1779. 
Sir,    .  ^ 

.  It  appears  bj  UMjmriflg  into  M'  H^Calisten  conduct  tW  there 
hito  been  a  great  misaplioation  of  the  pnblick  proviaion,  &o.,  bnt  aa 
there  is  a  ooDsidenkble  nnmber  of  people  concerned  in  receiving  those 
things,  and  some  of  them  whose  cironmstances  might  have  made, 
them  scorn  so  mean  a  practice,  it  may  be  perhaps  difficult  to  prove 
it  anj  other  way  than  examining  strictly  into  the  matter^  particularly 
what  quantity  of  stbres  are  remaining.  There  has  be^n  fbr  sotne 
time  such  a  suspicion  of  those  thingp,  and  so  much  said  about  themi 
that  they  would  have  been  examined  into  before  now,  but  for  my 
part  upon  being  informed  that  when  the  accounts  were  settled  eTCiy 
thing  was  accounted  for,  I  gave  little  credit  to  those  reports,  but 
lately  I  was  very  muqh  suitMrised  that  the  aeconnta  should  appi^  so 
just  when  it  was  certain  that  considerable  quantities  of  the  flower 
and  other  artieles  hafe  been  misapplied,  so  much  so,  that  hogs  have 
been  bought  to  sell  again  by  those  imployed  in  the  magaiine  ^nd 
Iktiened  witb  flower  and  good  Biaquei,  at  a  time  wfaea  soldiera  ^at 
were  oir  their  march  were  obliged  to  draw  flower* 

As  this  is  certainhr  true,  I  cannot  bnt  think  it  straage  thai  a 
genUeman  who  signs  himself  D.  Q.  G.,  should  write  the  22'  of  June 
to  H'  Anner,  of  this  town,  which  letter  was  received  Che  26*^,  ln« 
farming  him  that  a  com^aint  beinff  lodged  a(pinal  M^  M*Gallister. 
render^  it  aeeessaiy  a  person  ahoiud  be  af^mted  in  his  pboe,  and 
aabe  had  been  recommended  by  a  member  of  eofmcil,  he  Btqwested 
|i'  Anber  te  eicept  of  the  birth,  and  the  firat  of  next  July  begia  to 
act  as  A.  C.  of  Issues.  **  And  I  have  desired  him  to  give  any  in^ 
temation  you  tawv  stand  in  nead  of  respecting  the  department,'^  stad 
that  ^^  as  soon  as  I  veoeive  your  answer  hj  tiie  retam  of  t^e  ejcpres^ 
shall  send  your  appointm*."  Aim!  likewise  write  to  H*  MtOalistet 
That  as  be  had  always  acted  with  fldelity  mi  eettkd  his  aoo^  in  a 
jmt  niaiiner^  he  would  advise  him  not  to  rive  up  the  matter,  hsA 
Hand  the  Iryal  of  a  court  martial,  which  eonid  not  be  denied  him.    ^ 

If  tiiere  can  be  so  great  a  misapliea&)n  and  embBaakmeat  el  the 
pnbliek  slorei,  Ao.^  aa  ihete  certainly  has  been  at  Xork  by  the  A«0. 
or  those  under  lum,  and  this  not  discovered  in  eeeounting.aad  ae^ 
tling  with  their  superiors,  there  may  be  noendito  obr  Expenoe,  or 
scarce  any  way  to  present  BUbecsling,  Ao.    ; 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  yon  of,  and  leave 
it  to  you  to  make  sucb  uis^  lof /the  information  as  you  think  proper, 
lam,  Sir,  '\ 

'        ^  yofttmdst HuifUarSiH^y  r        f 

DAYID  JAMESON.    . 

P.  S.  The  D.  C.  6.  letter  to  M'  Armor  he  teebived  by  th^  haMs 
of  M'  M<!aliater  who  ih^ly  farfore  uAi  lH'  Atpm  that  if  ke 
Vol.  Vn.— 23 
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would  except  of  the  A.  C/s  plaoe,  he  oonld  by  recommending  him 
to  the  D.  G.  O.;  get  it  for  him.  M'  Arttier  <Ud  boi  ehooee  to  except 
of  the  place  in  Uie  manner  it  was  offered  him,  and  M'  M<laliater 
etill  acta.  The  depoaidona  aent  down  were  not  perhapa  near  ao 
pointed  aa  they  ought  to  have  beeUi  they  being  wrote  by  a  bad 
dark,  nor  was  the  number  the  5^^  part  that  mifht  have  been  jnady 
taken,  beoanae  thoae  that  were  taken  waa  thonght  anfficient,  aa  they 
were  the  moat  of  them  given  in  by  creditable  people  of  conaiderable 
property.* 

IHreeUdf 

To  The. Honourable  Joseph  Beedj^  Eaquirei  President  of  the 
Conncilf  in  Philadelphia. 

By  Captain  Hanbn. 


I>.  JAUZBOV  AKD  J.  SlOBELBEROBR  TO  VttS.  BK£D,  1779. 

York  Town,  Jaly  lat,  1779. 

In  anawat  iayoor  deaire  of  giving  ear  epinien  whether  a  taat-* 
sary  of  isauea  ia  neoeaaary  at  yoric^  we  beg  leav^  to  inform  yon  of 
inch  eircomatancea  aa  we  think  wiU  enaUe  yon  lo  jadgo  ii  the 
matlwr. 

'  Thia  haabeen  'till  lately  a  great  thoronghfrie  for  troope,  partie** 
liwiy  militia,  fn  maiehing  from  the  aonthward  to  the  main  army. 
Thare  ia  commonly  a  Magaaine  «f  flewer,  &c.,-*-*Barracks,  bat  no 
ioMyaffy  io  them  at  present,  and  there  waa  aa  oven  erected  fop  baking 
of  boiaqhet,  bat  lately  it  waa  burnt,  and  all  the  impfementa  of  fadking 
eaaannwd. 

It  waa  tlwaght  proper  when  the  eengnaa  waa  here  to  hav«  aOooK 


misMry  of  pnrohaaea,  another  of  iaaaea,  a  oaarter  maater,  Town-Majorf 
and  a  Phyddan,  which  effioera  have  been  nnce^centinned.  Wo 
cannot  learn  that  any  tationa  am  laaned  here  daily  but  to  thcae  offi* 
^^■*y  Wigigonen,  and  aaaiatanta  to  thoae  officera,  And  we  thetofao 
are  of  opinion  that  if  thoae  rationa  oorid.  be  properly  deHvoted  oak 
by  one  ef  tha  other  oiBoera  or  any  other  fit  peraon,  a  eommiaaary  of 
iaaaea  would  be  nnaeceasary  here  while'  tkeie  waa  no  treopa  aiek  or 
weH,  -er  Militia  marohinff. 
We  are,  fiiiv 

your  moat  Hnmbia  Serv*, 

DAYID  JAHB80N, 
JACOB  MOHBLBliBefiB. 
Dtrededf 

To  The  Honouxtible  Joaeph  Beady  Eaonire,  PMndent  of  theCooa- 
m],{nPUiladefehU. 
-Bf  Captain  fiaahn. 

-*liea^MLlea.,ToLXn.,pf.S7,81«4t.  t«ea  alao  i^u  40C^  MB,  cf  tiiiai 
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PaBSiDBNT  Rbbd  TO  Mr,  Holkbr,  F.  0.  17T9. 

In  Council,  Philad*  July  2»*,  1779. 
Sir, 

Congress  having  been  pleased  to  refer  to  this  Board  a  Represen- 
tatioB  made  by  yoarsspeeting  one  Frands  Flofy  IbrdUy  otrrted  on 
board  the  State  Ship^^k  was  immediately  taken  into  CoosideratioA' 
&  the  Agents  of  the  Ship  ealled  apon  to  make  doo  Inqotry  thetain ; 
the  ResoJt  of  which  I  now  inclose.  As  the  Prises  are  not  yet  coo* 
demned  the  Demand  of  Prise  Money  is  presoature  hot  yon  may  ha 
assured  that  ample  Justice  shall  be  done  in  this  Bespeoi  &  also 
proper  Satisfactien  made  by  the  Offioers  of  the  &3iip  for  the  Injur j 
when  their  Presenoe  will  enabk  ns  ascertain  the  Truth  of  the  Facta 
&  settttiniBe.their  Conduct  I  beg  Leave  to  assure  you  that  sack 
Practises  far  from  meeting  with,  any  EnoourageaBent  from  us  will 
allways  be  discountenanced,  it  we  s^l  hope  that  as  Capt.  Montgom- 
ery received  Orders  not  to  carry  away  any  Frenchman  (tho'  they 
should  inlist  voluntarily)  he  will  be  able  to  justify  himself  in  this 
particular. 

I  boff  Leave  also  fturther  to  add  that  the  Powers  of  this  Board 
being  fully  eaual  to  their  Dispositions  to  redress  all  Complaints  of 
this  Nature  when  addressed  to  them  Applications  in  the  first  Instance 
to  Congress  will  be  attended  with  unnecessary  Delay  &  Trouble  to 
you  &  more  especially  as  we  shall  on  all  Occasiona  give  a  proper 
Attontion  to  every  Representation  you  may  think  proper  to  make  on 
any  such  Occasion. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  Consideration 

Tour  most  obed.  &  very 

Hbble.  Serv.,* 

Council  Chamber,  July  2, 1779. 


Jahxs  Louobbad  p.  M.  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  President  &  Council  for  the  |  t>kii-j*  a  t-u,  itto 

common  Wilth  of  Pensylvania.    |  PMlad- «  Joly,  1779. 

Oeatlemeny 

.  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  council  so  Repeatedly  for  Drafis  on  the 

Trasmry,  necessity  obligee  theretoo.    Therefore,  must  solisit  council 

fo  an  order  for  Three  Thousand  Pounds^f  to  Defray  fieala  Demands^^ 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  obed*  Hum>  ServS 

JAMES  LOUGHEAD. 

To  The  Preadent  k  Council  for  the  common  Wilth  of  Penqrlvania. 

*t  nm  Oct  Bao.,  ToL  X1I.»  p.  86^  417,  8ft. 
f  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XXL,  p.  88. 
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Pkks.  Reed,  to  Prrs.  or  Conqbkss,  1779. 

Sir, 

Sinoe  we  w«re  honoured  with  yonr  Favoiir  of  the  Inst,  we  eopy 
the  Repreeentelion  of  Ihe  Hon.  The  Sienr  Qfrerd  Minister  of  Fnaeo 
&  Mr.  Holker  Consnl  for  this  State.  Upon  which  we  have  ttken 
B«eb  Measaree  as  are  aoknowledged  bj  the  GoDsnl  in  a  Letter  of 
which  the  inclosed  is  a  Oopy  to  be  perfectly  satis&etory.— 
«  We  shall  stndioosly  endeavonr  on  all  Occasions  to  manifast  to 
the  Officers  k  Sabjeots  of  her  most  Christian  Majesty  the  most  per- 
fect Attention  k  R^ard — k  tho  in  sooh  large  trading  Cities  some 
Abases  k  Irregniarities  are  nnavoidable  we  shall  prevent  k  ransdy 
them  by  every  Means  in  car  Power. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest 

Respect  k  Regard, 

Yonr  most  Obed.  k 

very  HbUe.  Servt 


M&.  HOLKBE  !ro  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Phihidelphia,  y  8d  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  yonir  letter  of  yesterday  k  have  the  pleasnre  of 
assuring  yon  that  von  have  given  satisfaction  by  the  steps  which 
yonr  Excellency  and  Council  have  been  pleased  to  take  to  see  justice 
rendered  tOiFmncis  Flenry  who  has  elaim'd  me  as  Consul  of  this  port 
k  declared  he  was  forcibly  carried  on  board  the  ship  General  green. 
I  shall,  be  glad  to  learn  hereafter  from  your  Ezcellenoy  wether  this 
man  has  impos'd  on  me  or  not.  ' 

Observing  what  you  are  pleased  to  say  with  Respect  to  the  appli- 
station  on  this  account,  which  you  suppose  was  made  l>j  me  to  Con- 
gtesa,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  on'  receiving  the  Oompkints 
nom  the  said  Floury ;  It  was  thought  necessary  to  transmit  the  same 
to  Congress,  the  mode  of  application  on  such  Cases,  not  having  as 
yet  l^Q.  finally  deterniined. 

I  shall  always  be  ready  Co  acknowledge  that  you  have  on  all  occa- 
sions  paid  serious  attention  to  my  Representations,  I  should:  be  vei^ 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  apply  to  your  Excelfency  k  Oouncil 
with  Respect  to  those  transaotions  which  coma  nader  my  notice  ss 
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Consnl  for  this  State  I  am  fully  of  your  opinion  that  it  would  avoid 
much  delay  &.UDneoee8ary  tiouble. 
I  ha?e  the  honor  to 

•  *'    -  Bemain  with  Bespecty 
,.  Sifi  your  inost  obedient 

.  bumble  Senrant,  .  | 

HOLKER* 
Directed. 
Hia  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Beed^  Presidfnt  of  the  State. 


Capt.  James  Monwomkry  to  Prbs.  R^d,  1T79. 

Dn  board  the  ShJp  Gen'  Green,  July  4th,  J779.  * 

Cape  Henlopen  bearing  South  DiBV4  leagues;  "i 

'  In  my  last  Unformed  your  BKoelenoy  of  my  haveing  join'*  ti|e 
frigatP  under  the  Ccmimand  of  Gapt.  Niobolaon  to  Oruaefor  tbe  tbive 
Britiah  frigate  that  w^ar  Gruieing  on  quv  Coast  on  friday  Morning 
aaw  two  SmI  the  Comado^  hove  <^ut  a  SignaU  to  Ghais  at  IPaat  ten 
A.  M./Gune  Cloas  i|p  with  them  found  on  to  be  a  two  Deok^  tho 
other  a  frigat>  and  a  large  Sloop  of  twelve  or  fourteen  Gona  pn  which 
the  Comodor  i^nd  other  CaptP  thau^t  they  would  bee  to.  hard,  for  ui| 
made  Sail  from  tbem  and  they  Chaisecl  us  up  to  the  Cajw  .they  have 
been  seen  from  the  shore  yeaterday. 

'  The  Cap<«  of  our  frigate  behaved  with,  Great  Spirat  and*  wear  ]>e 
termend,  to  have  Sold  tbeire  ships  V^e^^Dear  had  (he  two  Ptoker 
Game  up  with  U9#  ... 

The  (/onfedricy  is  ordered  up  to  town  and  the  Gap^  Nicholson  and 
tucker  on  Some  Secret  Expidition  So  that  I  am  left  by  my  Self 
Please  God  J  Shall  ffo  to  Sea  as  .so<hi  asahe  Frigats  goes  out  ^r  a 
•Day  after  them  as  I  think  the  British  Ships  will  watch  ^bar.mqtiopie 
and  Perhaps  jEbllaw  tbem  pf  some  Distance  which  w|U  |#ft?9  meSom 
.Boom  in  Shore  ^f  them|,.tb#r  Privateers  Grfp^  three  or  for  to^^eathcr 
,and  I.cgcpeot  our  Coast  will  $warm  with  thom.a«  long  asi  their  lm:ge 
Ships  ll^eeps  on  our  CoastitWkh  I  hoop  wiU  n^^.  be  long*  N^ver- 
thcfefls  I  hop  to.  Pick  Some  of  them  up  in  a  little  tim.  i 

I  Bemain  yomr  Exeelenoies  '  > 

Most  obd«  Servant,        '  '^ 

JAMBS  MONTGOMEBY. 
DirMedj 

His  Ezeellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire.  \  ^ 

•  8eepage681.  ......   I'L 
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Obobgb  Woods  to  Taoius  UaiB,  1779. 

Bedford,  July  4ih,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

^  I  have  just  tipertiiDity,  an  fkre  as  Carlisle,  to  Convey  you  a  few 
linea ;  last  Saturday  was  a  week,  a  man  and  his  dangbter,  of  tlie 
name  of  Brikinridge,  in  wood  ijook  valley,  was  kild  &  Sealp^  by 
the  Indeans.  The  action  was  Don  hard  by  hartsock's  Fort. «  Fronb- 
town  is  intirely  Evequated.  M'  Holliday  lives  at  the  flat  Spring,  in 
your  Vally ;  we  have  all  Indever',  with  Piper,  what  lies  in  Oar 
power,  to  rease  a  fne  men  to  kape  Frenkstown  Settlement  together, 
bat  ail  to  no  purpose.  M'  HoUlday  Applied  to  Coll*  piper  for  men 
to  bring  off  the  Stors,  but  was  Obleged  to  Lave  them  there.  The 
Indeans  after  Doing  the  above  mentioned  Damages.  They  Drove 
off  a  Considerable  many  horsis.  When  the  Bnemy  are  so  fare  bto 
Our  Contory  yeu  must  know  the  Situation  we  are  all  in ;  not  a 
siiigla  Solger  or  Militia  man  appears  in  this  County  for  Our  Defence. 
I  just  now  here  that  Coll*  piper  has  Got  a  guard  at  his  hous.  On 
Beeeving  the  hto  InstnttCions  6om  Council,  1^  Coll*  Smith,  Mr. 
Martain  has  indevered  to  bring  out  a  fue  of  the  Militia  ^n  the 
Townships  of  Are  &  Bethul,  but  his  Orders  are  immediUely 
Countermanded  by  Ool^  piper,  as  I  undersland.  Dear  Sir,  yot 
know  well  whato  Situation  Our  County  k  in  reepeeting  tiie 
Oondttot  of  the  Lieutonants,  you  have  often  mentioned  to  me  Seme 
of  their  Asafings,  &  now  Our  poor,  Starving  Contery,  when  tiray  have 
€k»t  Something  on  the  Ground  for  Gethering,  Dare  not  Go  out  to 
Save  it.  Our  County  Seems  to  be  pointed  out  for  Dlstmetion ;  eveiy 
other  froittie^  Settlemeiil  has  Some  Notiee  taken  of  tiiom  ft  assistanoe 
-Sint  them ;  fn  the  name  of  wonder,  if  you  are  a  member  of  Council 
for  our  County,  will  you  never  Get  us  taken  Notiee  of  or  Git  us  a 
almre  of  Relefe  aeoording  to  the  rest  of  our  Contery.  I  wish  von 
would  Spake  your  mind  as  freely  in  Council  respecting  Some  of  Oar 
eSoers  as  you  Do  here;  I  think  we  would  be  soon  in  a  beter  Sitoa- 
tion.  1  am  Certain  you  ha^  a  Gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  yw 
Board  that  would  not  Sufler  us  to  bo  used  in  the  mannor  Did  he  bat 
'Knaw  it.  Your  Soon  Rob^  is  Oon  out  with  Oapt  Erwin.  I  unde^ 
•ttaid  John  Montower  hasOome  into  fort  pitt  A  some  Indeans  with 
him,  I  1^0  understand  he  has  taken  in  baud  to  bring  in  Simon 
Guirty.  Capt.  Bmdy  latly  retook  two  prisoners,  Ave  Scalps  ft  Kill* 
One  Indean,  he  is  Gon  out  again,  in  Company  with  Montower  ft  two 
Indeans,  in  Order  to  bring  in  Girty^  wUoh  I  hope  They  will  perform. 
I  am^  D*  Sir, 

Your  Ob*  Humble  Serv*, 

GEORGE  WOODS. 
Directed^ 

To  Thomas  Urie,  Esq.,  member  of  the  Suprem  Executive  Council, 
PhiUdelphia. 
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GTOi.  Washihgton  to  Gounoil,  1779« 


Hnd  QottWn^  Hew  WindBor,  5th  July,  1779. 
Qentlemeiiy 

.  I  Am  ezlremelj  ^onoeraed  to  fiid  by  aeTenl  letters  from  Qea* 
,'eral  Sullivan  that  he  is  like  to  be  diaappohited  in  the  1ndepeDdeii|k 
eompanies  whieh  were  to  reiaforoe  him  mm  the  State  of  PensjivEQii^ 
The  oonsequenees  of  this  disappointment  will  oertainly  be  very 
iDJoriooa.  They  may  be  more  than  injarious.  IVnr  want  of  these 
he  will  be  obliged  to  rednee  his  eperating  foroe  to  establish  the 
neeessary  .posts  of  eommnnication,  too  low,  perhaps,  to  aot  with  safety 
and  efhc%f  or  he  most  leave  his  eommnnication  and  convoys  in  the 
most  precarions  state.  I  have  advised  him  rather  to  hasard  som^ 
thing  in  the  last  respect  than  in  the  first,  with  an  assaranee  that  I 
would  Main  aeltoit  the  aid  of  the  State  to  flitrenglhea  the  peels  i^  his 
rear  and  assist  in  protecting  his  convoys.  '  I  must  entreat  in  the 
most  pressing  terms  that  the  Council  will  be  pleased,  without  delayi 
to  take  effectual  measures  to  have  the  number  of  men  originally  re- 
.  quested,  sent  forward.  If  the  independent  companies  are  not  readv  I 
beg  their  phme  may  be  supplied  by  Militia,  to  be  relieved  periodically. 
The  Council  are  fully  sensible  of  the  importence  of  success  in  the 
present  expedition  and  of  the  fatal  mischief  whieh  would  attend  a 
defeat-^we  should  perhaps  lose  an  Army,  and  our  frontiers  would 
be  desolated  and  deluged  in  Blood.  A  large  reicforoement  has  beiUft 
sent  from  {Saoada  to  join  the  savages.  They  are  collecting  their 
force  for  a  vigorous  opposition,  and  if  they  are  sucoessfm  their 
devastations  will  exceed  any  thing  we  have  yet  experienced.  Their 
means  will  be  increased  and  their  cruelty  will  be  emboldened  by 
sooccss'and  sharpened  by  revenge. 

It  was  not  in  my  power  to  send  a  mater  Continental  force,  t 
stretehed  this  string  as  hard  as  it  would  possibly  bear,  and  relied  on 
the  further  aid  of  the  States  more  immediately  concerned.  I  hope  t 
shall  not  be  eventually  disappointed.  I  flatter  mvself  the  Council 
will  think  my  anxiety  on  this  occasion  natural  and  will  excuse  my 
importunity. 

With  ^ery  great  respect  4nd  esteem, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obed'  Serv*, 

G*.  WASHINGTON.*^ 

P.  S.    I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  the  Council  to  Communicate 
what  they  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  do,  to  General  Sullivan  that 
he  may  take  his  measures  accordingly. 
Indonedf 

Befened  to  in  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  the  10th  of  July,  1779. 

*  Bee  CoL  Bee.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  48. 
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M&.  BoLEEK  TO  Pbesident  Bbbd,  1779. 

PhiliMphifl,  r^ih  July,  1779. 

Bfr,  ,  .  .       "        . 

*  I  reunited  hat  night  yonr  poKto  Intltadon  for  this  clay  at  ncmn : 
I  shall  have  the  honor  of  meeting  yon  at  that  houri  acoording  t6 
the  appointment. .        ,  . 

I  am  with  doe  Beepect  Sir 

Your  meet  obedient  &  yary 

hamUe  BePBWi4|y 

HOLKEB. 
Hk  Bzaelleney  Joseph  Beed  Bsquiie  Pkeeident  of  the  State. 


tSict.  Matlack  to  Pbbs.  oj  CoNaBMS,  1779. 

Philadelphia^  July  6,  in9. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  Inclose  to  you  twenty  nine  honds  taken  on 
issuing  the  Commissions  of  Congress  to  private  ships  of  war  the 
remaining  commission  is  issued  to  a  vessel  in  the  service  of  the 
States  and  the  bond  is  not  yet  executed  it  shall  be  fully  trans- 
mitted to  you  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  band. 

Applications  are  now  made  for  several  other  commisstoBs,  which 
pake  it  necessary  to  request  you  will  please  to  furnish  me  with  sucb 
additional  number  of  commissions  as  you  may  think  proper  to  put 
into  my  hands  and  which  shall  be  faithfully  accounted  for  by 

Your  most  obedient 

'    and  very  humble  servant.  - 

ir.  MATLACK,  Seer. 

The  President  of  Congress. 
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Oapt.  Lako  to  Pbis.  Bbbd,  1779.  > 

May  it  Please  your  Ezoellency : 

Haymff  the  Hoaoor  at  preaeat  to  OommandlD  yonr  g^soa  On 
Hadd  bUnd,  I  find  myself  in  Poty  bound  to  Eepreeent ; — ^That  ^ 
Captain  Gilpin,  of  a  Virginia  buitt  Sloop^  Cleared  Oat  from  PUlad^ 
fnd  bovnd  for  Hispaniola,  Galled  on  me  this  forenoon  With  hi^ 
pape^  &  Informed  me  he  had  been  Ordered  to  do  ao  by  the  Oen- 
tteman  he  Beoeived  his  Glearaaoes  from.  Xfae  Orders  by  which  I 
hfi?a  Hitherto  oo9dacte4  myself  beiqe  Apparently  contrarji  I  beg 
leave  To  lay  before  Your  Excellency  A  Cfoppy  of  tb^m,  Expecting 
yofi  Will  thereby  see  it  Necessary  to  give  me>ome  More  Eiplicii^ 
Especially  Bespecting  Vessels  passing  this,  Outward  boiuid* 


Orders  Beoeived  from  Gapl>  lI«OiDley  On  Beleiving  him  here.  Jane 
.27^1770.  ' 

.   Oaoeral  Oidm,  3-*  June,  i77g.       . 

Letter  Date^  ftiU^dphia,  tTni^  %^^  1770. 

"'  The  Indiserfmraate  pevmisrien  of  Perasilir  ta  go  an  Hndd  Isknd^ 
iod  view  the  works  as  chey  ^o,  May  be  Aitaoidad  With  Sach  oooaa- 
'ijuenoe,  Ihat  I  aiset  Desire  mftilareNbi^-mi^  be  permitted  to  do 
aa  You  will,  therefore^  on  Beoeipt  of  this,  plaqe  4  €ent|nal.at  Aha 
wharf  to  prevent  people's  laading  wildiouC  fr^t  ])(|akiqg  themselves 
and  their  business  icnowa  to  y  oa^  or  produce  a  pass  from  Me.  Those 
persons  who  belong  to  the  Island,  or  whose  business  May  Make  it 
Kecessary  for  them  to  pass  backwards  k  forwards,  May  tdce  passes 
from  Yoa,  Whieb  they  Can  show  as  they  May  be  Necessary,  Unless 
they  are  pacsm  well  ^nown  t^  the  Oarrison. 
I  am,  Sir,  your 
(Signed.)  Most  Obedient  & 

very. Humble  Servant,. 

JOSEPH  £fi£D,Praid.- 

P.  S.  —All  Shallops  &  Small  Graft  are  to  pass  freely,  both  up  ft 
Down.  All  Sea  Vessels  Outward  bound,  are  also  to  pass,  (&  Inmrd 
bound  if  brought  too  at  Billiogsport)  Without  further  Examination. 

Adressed  to  the  Officer  Gommanding  on  Mudd  Island.^ 

23* 
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Orden  BeMTed  from  Otpteio  Brown,  Kllingqport,  Jane  80*^| 

1779. 

Bir, 

Please  to  take  Notioe,  that  if  any  Inward  bonnd  Sea  Teasel  abonld 
pass  thiB  OarrifiOQ  After  being  fired  at  three  times,  Without  bringing 
too,  Ton  are  not  to  let  her  pass  the  Garrison  Oommanded  by  jon 
nntiU  she  shows  Ton  her  papers,  and  Gires  yon  a  SatMkotorj 
Acoonnt  of  her  friendl  vlntentions ;  And  if  they^  prove  Unsatis&ctoryi 
}oa  are  to  detain  the  Vessel,  And  then  transmit  the  papers  with  the 
qnickest  dispatch  to  the  Hon^'  the  president  and  Gonoeil,  aikd  there 
neoeive  their  Orders  In  what  Manner  yon  are  to  proceed. 

Yon  are  Not  to  giye  any  Unnecessary  Dela^,  but  to  treat  tiie 
Vessehi  with  respect,  whether  Americans  or  Alhes. 
Signed.  ,1  am,  Sir,  with  • 

Bespeet,  yonr  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 
PBTSB  BBO  WN,  Oapt^  ArtUr. 

N.  B.    The  Siffnal  to  Inward  bonnd  Vessels  will  be  a  Jaek  at  the 
ftretop  Hast  hea^  if  Examined  by  Me« 
Direoted  to  Gapt*  James  Lang,  Oommander  Hadd  laUjid. 
Billingsport,  June  SOth,  1779. 

These  being  the  Orders  under  which  I  act  Here,  Should  be  glad 
to  Know  your  Sxeelln  fiarthor  pleasure  Bespeotiag  the  Reports  or 
Betums  Necessary  to  be  Made  Gonoeming  the  State  of  the  Oarriaon, 
Magaane,  or  Other  Stores^  Ac,  At  Suoh  periods,  and  in  the  Manner 
jon  may  judge  proper. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Bsteem 

ft  Bespeet,  your  Ezoellen*^ 

Most  Obe*,  Hnmb*  Ser?*, 

JAMES  LANG, 

Captain  Penns^  MilitiA  Artilr. 
Mudd  Island,  July  7«^,  1779. 

Directed^ 

His  Ezcellenoy,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  S.  E.  Gounoil, 
— Oap^  General  ft  Commander  in  chief  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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f 
List  oir   Obdnakob  Stores  wanting  at  BiUiiNaspoBT* 

1779. 

List  of  Ordnance  Stores  wanting  to  Compleat  those  in  the  Garrison 
•«i  Billbgiport, 

500  Weight  of  Junk, 
2  four  pound  Bammers, 
4  Worms  for  18  Pounders, 
2  Horn  Lanthoms, 

4  Axes,  1  drawing  Knife  &  2  Funnells, 
1  Small  Marlin  Spike, 

1  Skein  Marline, 

2  Half  Inch  Oimblets, 

6  lbs.  Ten  k  Twenty  penny  nails, 
2  Small  Gimbleta, 

1  pair  Hinges^  2  Gk>od  strong  Padlocks  k  Keys  for  the  Magasine. 

By.Order  of  Cap*  Pxtkb  Beown. 
Abohibald  Stuabt,  Clk. 
BiUingBport,  July  2^,  1779. 

2  Tomkins  18  pounders, 

1  .  ..  do-  12  . Do. 

1 ...  do.     4 Do. 

1  Spy  Glass. 

If  the  above  Articles  are  furnished  by  the  United  States,  their 
Commissary  must  purchase  them.  We  are  very  ready  to  assist  the 
State  upon  every  Occasion  wherein  we  deem  our  help  necessary; 
but  we  conceive  Cap*  Stiles  should  get  proper  Orders  to  purchase  the 
Articles  for  the  State.  If  we  have  any  thing  which  Cap*  Stiles 
cannot  procure,  let  it  be  Issued  k  Charged  t«  the  State. 

By  Order. 

B.  PETERS. 
War  Office,  July  7«^  1779. 
Mr.  Pearson— C.  M.  8. 

(Coppy.) 
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Petition  ov  Josbph  Dbav^  1779. 

To  HiB  Ezoellenoy  the  Piresident  and  the  Sopreme  Szecative 
Coanoil  of  th#  State  of  Pennajlvania. 

The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  Joeeph  Dean,  of  the  City  of  PhQs- 
delpbia,  Mercbanty  respeotfuUy  shews: — ^Tbat  upon  the  Tirentj 
Fourth  Day  of  Jane,  Anno  Domini,  1777,  Toar  Memorialist  entered 
into  an  Article  of  Agreement  with  a  certain  WiHiam  Bell,  late  of 
Philadelphia  Coanty,  for  the  Purchase  of  a  Tract  of  Land  in  Upper 
Merion  Township  in  the  said  County,  oontaining  about  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty  Six  Acres.  *  That  your  Memorialist  paid  Four  Hundred 
Pounds  of  the  Purchase  Money  at  the  executing  of  the  aud  Article. 
That  the  said  William  Bell  has  since  been  attainted  of  High  Treason 
under  the  Laws  of  this  State  by  Reason  of  his  not  surrendeiiDg 
of  himself  according  to  a  Proclamation  of  the  Supreme  EzeeutiTa 
Council  That  the  said  Joseph  Dean  did  prefer  his  Claim  to  tbe 
fHiid  186  Acres  of  Land  before  the  Honorable  the  Justices  of  tiie 
Supreme  Court  of  this  State^  and  has  obtuned  their  Decree  that  he 
shiul  hold  the  same  to  him  and  HII  Heirsi  paying  to  the  Hon^  The 
Eiecutite  Council,  or  to  such  Person  as  they  shall  depute  and 
authorise,  such  a  Sum  of  Money  as  toeether  with  ti!ie  £400  already 
paid  to  the  said  William  Bell,  will  make  up  and  amount  to  the  sum 
of  £7  7  6  for  every  Acre,  together  with  Lawful  Interest  for  such  Sum, 
so  to  be  paid  as  ubreaaid  from  the  25*^  of  June,  1777.  That  your 
Memorialist  is  now  ready  and  willing  to  pay  to  the  Hon^*the  Bzeoa- 
tive  Council,  or  to  such  Person  as  they  shall  appoint,  the  said  sum  of 
Money  and  Interest  according  to  the  Decree  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  And  your  Memorialist  prays  That  the  President 
or  Vice  President  in  Oounoil  under  his  Hand  and  the  State  Seal 
will  exeouto  to  the  said  Joseph  Dean  and  his  Heirs  a  Deed  ooik- 
firming  to  him  the  Bight  and  Title  to  the  said  Land.— And  your 
Memorialbt  &o.,  &c.| 

•    JOS.  DEAN. 
July  8th^  1779. 

Indanement  by  J.  R, 

On  the  within  Petition  Resolved,  That  on  the  Petiiyoiier's  pf^yf  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Sute  tho  Bern'  of  the  Purchase  Money  &  Int., 
he  be  entitled  to  a  Deed  as  requested.  That  it  be  recommended  to 
him  to  lay  the  Draught  thereof  before  the  Atta^  Oen>  for  his  Perusal 
&  Approbation,  and  that  no  Covenants  therein  extend  farther  than 
in  Case  of  Eviction  by  Title  Paramount — the  State  be  not  deemed 
responsible  for  more  than  the  Money  &  Intst  thereon  received  by 
the  State.* 

*  See  CoL  Beo.  VoL  ZSL  p.  46. 
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Philip  Rtak  to  Cotnicn.,  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  ESxeonUye  Council  oi  ttie 
ComnvoQweaith  of  PenoaylTania. 

TIm  PiBdIioii  of  Oepteitt  Plrilip  Ryaa  Hambly  Sheweib,  That 
^o«r  Pelviioaer  kwf^  provMed  himself  with  snffideat  Taokling,  fto., 
xft  Order  to  Sweep  in  the  River  Delaware  kft  ^Oaenon,  Arms, 
Aaehon,  Oables,  fto.  And  thai  yoar  PeliUoiier  haa  lalely  fontA 
ao  Iron  Caonon^  beisg  a  nine  Pennder,  and  am  informed  that  jonr 
Hon'ble  Board  grants  permita  to  persons  to  sweep  in  the  saidRiveri 
wbefsfere  yonr  petitioner  Oravea  lieenoe  to  sweep  in  the  said  Biver^ 
k  to  abide  to  whatever  joor  Honors  shall  reat^t  iiiai  to.  And  ki 
91  doty  bonnd  to  pray^  fto. 

PHILIP  EYAN. 

We,  the  Babsoriben^  are  well  aecpiaintad  with  the  above  named 
Philip  Byan^  and  tbinka  he  will  Answer  the  prayer  of  his  Petiti<». 

BOBEBT  KNOX. 
Phihwl-,  July  9«,  1779. 


John  Haoebnweldbe  to  Col.  BbodhbaB)  1779. 

Cosheeking^  July  8%  1779. 
D'  Sir, 

I  have  waited  impatiently  for  an  opportunity  of  sending  the  Two 
letters  of  the  last  month.  The  reason  wbv  Mr.  McCormaok  is  so 
particjilar  in  desiring  the  Information  he  has  given  to  be  kept  a 
secret;  ie  beoaose  he  and  ethers,  the  fHends  to  America,  has  suffered 
nraoh  abready  on  that  account,  as  Ind*  who  have  heard  it  have  beeii 
so  careful  as  to  mention  him  to  those  who  had  it  in  their  power  te 

Sinisb  him  for  so  doing.  As  he  thinks  that  an  Army  from  Detroit 
11  be  this  side  the  lake  before  long,  and  dare  not  Venture  to  write 
.to  me^  we  therefore  have  agreed  upon  Several  Words  and  'MatkA 
which  he  will  send  to  me  as  soon  as  he  hears  anything  certain,  and 
bv  whidi  I  shall  know  the  numbers  of  Men  and  Cannon,  as  also  the 
place  they  shall  have  appointed  for  landiug. 
'  8imou  Qir^  came  here  last  Sunday  evening  with  one  Prisoner; 
I  was  indeed  very  sorry  he  cou'd  not  be  taken,  and  the  Big  Cat  is 
entirely  to  be  blamed  for  it.  Girty  told  a  great  many  lies  to  the 
people — also  said  he  had  a  Pecquet  of  Letters  which  were  sealed^ 
and  as  he  Was  desirous  of  Mr.  McCormioks  reading  then^;  we 
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think  if  he  had  anv  Hwas  those  oat  of  the  hollow  Tree.  He  told 
Mr.  Connor  to  tell  his  Breth",  the  Amerioans^  that  he  did  not  desire 
thej  should  show  him  any  favor,  neither  (said  he)  would  he  show 
them  any.  Mr.  Zeisbercer,  who  had  been  here  to  see  us,  and  who 
on  his  way  home  met  wiSi  those  fellows,  had  certainly  been  killed 
by  them  'i  not  adbidentally  Caleb  and  some  more  of  the  Delawani 
bad  met  together.  Ha  expressed  himself  here  with  great  diJnatiB&o- 
tion  oonoeming  the  disappointment  and  wished  us  all  in  his  power. 
We  hear  not  a  single  Word  of  the  Wyandotte  ooaung  at  present; 
ft  Shawnee  Man,  who  has  been  here  to  buy  Com,  says  they  (the 
Shawnese)  will  be  able  to  fight  better  next  time,  and  have  noooeir 
sion  to  leave  their  houses  as  they  did  the  last  time.  I  have  to 
return  you  my  most  hearty  thanks  for  the  present  of  Floury  Tea  and 
Co£fee  you  have  made  us,  Apd  wish  it  was  iu  my  pow«r  to  oUige 
you  aeain.  Yet  In  the  mean  time  my  wish  is  y^  the  Lord  suj 
reward  you  again  for  your  kindness  and  bless  you  abundantly. 
With  the  greatest  Bsteem,  I  am  d'  sir, 
Your  most  obed.  Serv*, 

JOHN  HACEENWELDEB. 
(Copy.) 

DireeUd, 

Col.  Brodhead|  Commd^,  etc. 


Bbsolution  of  Congress,  1779. 

In  Congress,  July  9th,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  powers  of  each  State  be  eamesdy 
requested  instantly  to  make  the  strictest  inquiry  into  the  oonduct  d 
every  person  within  such  state  respectively  employed  either  in  the 
quarter  master  general's,  or  purchasing  or  issuing  Commissary 
general's  department,  and  in  case  of  any  kind  of  misbehaviour  or 
strong  suspicion  thereof,  in  any  such  person  not  being  an  officer 
inimediateMappointed  by  Confess  to  remove  or  suspend  every  saeh 
persQUy  ordering  him,  at  their  discretion  to  be  prosecuted  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appoint  another  in  his  place  if 
necessary,  and  so  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  be  giving 
notice  to  the  Board  of  War  and  also  to  the  quarter  master  gen*  or 
Commissary  general  in  whose  department  such  removal  or  suspen- 
sion shall  be,  of  the  change;  The  person  so  appointed  to  have  the 
same  authority  and  pay  which  the  person  removed  had  been  vested 
with  &  entitled  to,  or  such  pay  as  the  said  Executive  powers  respec- 
tively shall  agree  for;  to  be  in  like  manner  subject  to  the  head  of 
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the  department  to  whiob  he  belongSi'tDd  to  observe  all  the  regula- 
tions for  the  Ooyernment  of  deputy  quarter  masters  and  deputy 
Commissaries  respectiTcly,  and  that  the  Ezeoutive  powers  of  eaoh 
State  be  in  like  manner  requested  to  inquire  into  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  the  quarter  master  Qeneral's  &  Commissary's 
department  and  immediately  to  discharge  suoh  as  shall  be- jn<^^ 
nnneoessaiy. 

Extract  firom  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seer. 

Bead  in  Council  July  16th,  1779. 

T.  M.  Seor, 


Pass.  Bbeb  id  Thomas  Moorb,  1779. 

In  Council, 

?hiUda.,  July  9th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tours  of  the  7th  June  has  been  duly  leceiyed.  M'  Hambright 
not  haying  yet  come  to  Town  we  have  not  reoeiyed  the  Money  you 
refer  to,  but  as  soon  ap  he  arriyes  your  Bequest  to  exchange  that 
Money  will  be  duly  attended  to.  For  the  Information  of  your 
Friends  &  Neighbours  I  would  acquaint  you  that  the  Time  of 
exchanging  the  called  in  Emissions  is  prolonged  to  1*^  Jan'  on  the 
Terms,  therein  express'd  &  which  you  will  see  in  the  inclosed  News 
Paper. 

Col.  Hambright  haying  &llen  from  his  Horse  was  unable  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  Journey  but  we  are  informed  may  be  soon  expected. 
I  am  Sir,  with  due  Begard 

Tour  Obed,  So  yery 

HbUe  Sery. 

IHp$oied, 

To  M'  Tho^  Jotdan  Paymaster  of  MHitia,  Limeatone  Bon  North- 
vmberland  Coun^. 
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Col.  Jho.  Bull  to  Prbs.  Ebed,  1779. 

To  tke  Honourable  tke  SopMme  Bxe*  OoiuicO  fortke  Stale  ef 
'P^Bsylvwaia. 

OentFy 

.Qf^^ns  been  Hgnonred  by  yoa  with  the  Saperintendanoe  of 
Baising  the  Proposed  Fortifioationa  and  Shiverdefries  fto.,  aod  I  trust 
ha?e  made  myself  folly  acquainted  with  and  master  of  the  Subject, 
I  now  feel  myself  Bzceedingly  Mortifyd  and  Bmbaraad  to  find 
that  Labourers  is  not  to  be  procured  to  Carry  on  the  Necessary 
works,  I  mean  the  Lines  of  the  fort,  which  to  Compleat  would 
not  only  give  me  the  greatest  Satisfaction  but  also  gratify  many 
Friends  whose  Frequent  Enquiries  I  am  at  a  Loss  to  answer,  and 
although  the  building  of  the  Shiyerdefries  &  the  Building  in 
the  Fort  gtf  on  yenry  well  by  the  Respeotiye  Machanicks,  I  find  my 
self  not  thereby  fully  Employed  at  Pi^nt,  and  Humblj  Concei?e  I 
could  Bender  more  Essential  service  by  baring  my  Part  for  some 
time  in  the  Indian  Country  to  the  Westward  on  or  near  the  Fron- 
tiers  of  this  Province  or  where  it  might  be  found  most  advisable..^  I 
api  I^ed  to  believe  that  my  £[now|edff9  of  the.  manner  in  which 
Indians  ai«  to  b^  Treated  and  my  IdCttetioe  and  adress  wHh  them 
'wUl  not  be  Denied  by  those  gentlemen  who  rimy  Bemismber  M 
During  the  Campain  in  the  Last  French  War  tcr  the  Ohio  in  tb^ 
.year  1758,  while  the  fren^  were  ip  Posseamoii  of  Fort  Buqaesne, 
npw  fbrt  Pitt^  I  wit^  five  Indians  went  Into  their  Country  on  fhe 
other  side  the  Ohio  and  the  fort  with  Dilfpatohes  Mm  the  goTe^ 
ment  and  general  there  held  a  Conferancewith  ifhem  Drew  tbem  off 
Entirely  from  the  french  Ip^^rest,  they  Left  the  fort  and  we  Possesd 
ft  without  fighting,  and  filso  Dureing  our  present  Contest  with 
Britain  Being  appointed  in  Jan*^  1777,  by  tl^  Council  of  Safety, 
and  House  of  Assembly  as  one  of  tha  Commisioners  to  Hold  a 
Treaty  wiMi  a  Niimh^  (tf  th^d  six  Nation  Indians  Delewers  &c.,  then 
ass^Ued  for  that  Purpose  at  Eastown,  they  the  Indians  made 
Choice  of  me  to  Superintend  their  a&irs  as  may  appear  from  the 
Extract  hereunto  anex'd  which  if  they  had  been  iH^>perlyktteaded 
to  I  am  Ckarlf  of  ofunion  might  Easily  have  preserved  tk&bitereBt 
of  many  of  those  Indians  and  thereby  not  only  Preveated  tto  Dm* 
truction  of  Wioming  but  would  have  been  the  means  of  Saving  the 
Lives  of  many  and  Preserving  in  some  measure  the  Peace  of  the  Fron- 
tiers of  this  State  in  Particular,  from  what  I  have  said  I  hope  I  am 
not  misunderstood,  I  am  by  no  means  Tired  of  my  Present  appoint- 
ment but  as  I  have  already  said  think  myself  master  of  the  Plan  hi 
Every  Respect,  and  no  man  will  more  Chearfully  Carry  it  into 
Effectual  Execution  Provided  Labourers  Can  be  Procured. 

I  submit  to  the  wisdom  and  Determination  of  Council  whether  to 
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Ombfaite  to  I  MO  or  whether' I  Covld  be  Better  Enplo/d  in 
ifttttding  Some  tiiae  in  the  lodien  Countrj  to  Betnrn  at  Commaod^ 
I  begg  Leeve  to  Bnbforibe  myntf  > 
gentlemen  your  Obd* 

AHub^Servt 

JN*  BULL. 
JdyOthymO. 

P,  S.  Ae  the  Hanreat  is  now  in  and  Part  of  tbe  City  Militia  bave 
Performed  their  Toair  of  Duty,  Coaooil  will  Best  Judge  whethec 
it  may  not  be  advisable  to  order  out  a  8u£Bcient  Number  of  the 
Cpuotry  Militia  from  the  Adiaoeot  Counties  Yii*  Philad*  Chester 
and  Bucks|  not  from  Each  County  at  the  same  time,  But  to  be 
Believed  aoeording  to  Rank  with  not  Less  than  three  Hundred  Bank 
&  file  from  Eaeh  County. 


Pr».  Bism  TO  Thomas  Hrwitt,  fro.,  1779* 

^  To  Thomas  Hewitt^  WiH.  Bhaw  &  Andrew  Culbertson,  Esq%  Jus- 
tices of  Northumberland. 

Qentlemeni 

Your  aeveiul  Applications  of  the  17th  JnnOi  respecting  the  Pro 
thonotary's  Office— the  Payment  of  the  temporary  Troope  &  the 
Misconduct  of  the  Sheriff  in  Office  have  all  been  laid  before  this 
Board,  &  duly  considered.  Our  Determftiation  upon  the  first  you 
will  find  in  the  enclosed  Besolve— Should  Mr.  Harris  decline  con- 
tinuing in  the  County  &  you  find  the  publick  Business  thereby  suf- 
fering YOU  will  please  to  represent  it  to  us  in  which  Case  we  shall 
apply  the  necessary  Bemedy.  The  unsettled  State  of  the  County 
may  very  |urpbably  plead  some  Excuse  fqr  Non  Besidence  at  present 
but  as  you  Oent.,  must  be  the  best  Jud^  how  far  it  is  inconvenient 
we  sbaU  pay  g^eat  Befmrd  to  vour  Bepresentation  thereupon.  As 
to  the  Second  Point — Tho  we  have  ho  Authority  to  advaDce  Monies 
unless  in  Cases  direoted  by  the  House  of  Assembly  &  therefore  could 
wish  you  to'postoone  tt'tothat  Time^  yet  k  appears  to  tii  to  be  so 
Teasenable  that  if  you  cannot  wait  we  will  endeavoot  ter  give  yt>ii  «he 
Belief  derireil.  .  In  tki»  Case  it  will  be  neeessaty  to  send  dowit  tbe 
Mnstifr  Rotfe;  *  attached  Certifieatee  of  tbe  Number  of  Men,  ^Mr 
¥nj,  Thde  of  *8ervioe--^nd  the  like  of  tbe  OffioefSi  in  order  to  gtfiB 
due  SatisfaetioD  to  the  puUiek  fbr  such  an  Appropriation  of  their 
Money.  This  wiU  alio  be  aeesssarv  in  Case  aqiplieatiea  is  made  to 
the  Assembly — as  Tour  own  Knowledge  of  the  Business  will  shoir 
yon  that  it  irorid  (to  Improper  for'ai  to  pay  Money  on  so  loose  an 
Ap^lioa^n  as  the  present.— The  Money  in  GoL  Hunters|  ^anda  for 
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Ihe  Tftimng  a  OMapany  «f  lUiigeri  bdng  pheddl  Oaffe  forliiak  1 
under  the  Beaolatimi  of  Oongrow  A  Aai^  we  4o  Mt  a*  pmsent  thidk 
onnelyea  aatboriied  to  apifthr  it  io  aaj  4Ali«r  Porpoae.  If  Col.  Ban- 
ter npon  whoae  Judfuent  £  Pradesne  we  yerw  much  reW  ean  asaiat 
joa  in  the  present  ^igencie,  we  have  no  Doabt  he  will  do  all  in  hia 
Power  to  accomodate  you. — ^Bat  in  all  Cases  when  yon  expeet  Money 
ft  the  Demlmd  ia  imnediate  we  oonld  wish  yon  either  to  send  a 
Saitable  Person  or  desire  snch  a  one  to  attend  ua  loi'  the  Pttrj^Me, 
it  being  too  hasardooa  to  trust  puhlick  Money  to  casnal  QonTeymnee. 

As  to  Mr.  Lodge,  we  bigbly  approve  your  Yigtlanoe  ft'  Care  in  at- 
tending to  the  Conduct  of  Officers  entmsted  wiA  the .  Bkecntiott  of 
the  Laws  but  as  Mr.  Hambright  has  been  detained  on  the  Road  by  a 
Fall  from  his  Horse  we  have  agreeable  to  his  Request  deferr'd  thts 
farther  Consideration  of  thia  Matter  till  he  shall  attend  in  Coaneil, 
thereupon,  In  the  mean  Time  as  a  clear  ft  nnezceptionable  Mode  of 
doing  the  publiok  as  well  as  Mr.  Lodge  Justice  we  think  yon  may 
very  properly  recommend  it  to  your  Members  of  Assembly  to  lay  the 
Accusation  before  the  House  in  order  that  if  tbey  pleaae  Mr.  Lodgs 
may  be  regularly  impeaohed  ft  brought  to  Tryal  agreeable  to  the  22* 
Section  pf  tb#  Gonatitulien.  And  aa  l^e  AaaeaiUy  aitaao  ^aoon  there 
will  be  a  favourable  Opp^  to  do  what  may  be  proper  therein.  Aa  a 
Ground  for  this  Measure  it  will  be  pr^»er  that  Affidavits  giving  him 
due  Notice  to  be  present  should  be  taken  of  the  Misconduct  unless 
it  is  convenient  for  the  Witnesses  to  attend  In  Person. 

When  Capt.  Hambright  comes  yon  will  probably  hear  flffther  ftb 
ihe  mean  TimOi    ' 

I  am  Gent.y 

YourObed. 

HbbtoSvt.^ 


Pfi£S.  Reed  to  Col.  Sa^ubl  HunteB|  1779. 

In  Conndl,  Philads  July  9, 1779. 
SiTt  . 

Your  Favour  of  the  26  Junef  has  hit n  duly  received*  It  gives  us 
flneait  Conoem  that  the  frequent  Deasands  for  Militia  ft  Guards  made 
by  libe  Continental  Officers  obfligea  ns  to  nail  ap^  you  at  Timea  ft 
•mdier  Cireuwatanaes  so  very  diSonH-^We  must  reooquneid  to  yon 
.«a  full  CoaspUanee  aa  the  State  of  .Thinga  will  a4mit,.  but  tbey  am 
loo  reaaonabie  upon  a  proper  BepnBaenliatiqn  ta  preaa  <eo  bard  upom 
a  County  whioh  baa  struggbd  so  atineb  ft  sufibr^A  joaeferely  £rcm 
she  Enemy, 

Dr  Htttohiaon  n^I  be  applkd  to  rnqpteoting  the,  Saige0Qa  Inatrii- 

*  See  CoL  Keo.,  ToL  XII.,  p.  *J;  f  flee  page  5T0. 
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mente  ft  if  they  oan  be  proonred  they  will  be  forwarded  with  oonve- 
Dient  Ditptftoh. 

We  have  wrote  pretty  fally  to  the  Justices  with  Bespeet  to  the 
Payment  of  the  temporary  Tro(^ ;  our  Opinion  ft  Wishes  are  that 
they  may  b$  paid  ft  we  do«bt  not  this  will  be  the  Case  by  thd  State. 
But  as  the  Assembly  will  sit  in  about  6  weeks  it  would  be  moce 
satisfaotoiy  to  us  to  receive  Authority  from  them  for  the  Purpose. 
The  raising  of  Troops  ft  applying  the  publiok  Mon^  to  tibe  Pay- 
Bient  of  ^em  without  the  Ooneurrenee  of  puUick  Authority  are 
delicate  Poiata  ft  tho  the  Necessity  of  the  present  Case  may  be  a 
anflkient  Apology,  we  have  no  Doubt  you  iviU  see  thai  it  may 

f!ow  into  a  very  inooDYenient  ft  dangerons  Pfaclioe.**»Bat  at  ul 
vents  before  we  oan  appropriate  Money  for  the  Purpose  the  Plan 
4ni  which  they  have  been  raised,  the  Number  of  Men  ft  Offieera, 
Time  of  aotual  Service  and  proper  Muster  EoUa  fte.  should  aU  be 
laade  out  to  lay  a  just  ft  rdsaoaable  Ground  for  inch  an  Advance.  In 
our  preeeat  View  of  the  Matter  we  do  not  think  it  adviseable  in  as 
to  apply  the  Money  designed  for  the  ranging  Gompaoiea-«-8hoaU 
they  apply  to  yon  howevar  you  will  use  yoar  own  Prudence  in  the 
Matter  so  fiur  as  to  accooKidate  them  with  a  hian. 

When  M'  Hambrighi  comes  to  Town  who  will  take  the  Care  of 
forwarding  it  we  will  send  yoa  the  Ammunition  reqneated. 

Wa  am  serry  to  ind  Capt.  Kamplin's  Prospeots  are  so  nafovorable 
in  reemiliop^^We  would  wish  him  to  omiinne  hia  EzertioBa  ft  hope 
as  the  Defence  of  the  FronUera  is  thoapeoiai  Object  of  tbeir  Servioe 
the  Inhabitants  wOi  give  tbem  M  possible  Assiatoaee  ft  Fonrard- 

We  cannot  iMMMlade  this  Letter  withoot  ezpfessing  car  Sence  of 
yoat  ccnatant  ft  useful  Servioes  to  the  publick  which  tho  fatigueiag 
ft  in  many  Baspecta  difficult  will  upon  Reiectica  aibrd  yen  great 
Satiafiuadon.  We  AM  be  ready  to  pay  a  due 'Respect  to  ^em 
on  all  occasiotts  ft  hope  you  will  persevere  with  e<|pial  Alacrity  to 
the  End  of  the  Contest  which  we  trust  by  the  Favour  of  Providence 
cannot  be  far  remote. 

I  am  Sir, 
Tour  Obei  Hbb»  Servt. 

Directed,    . 

To  Col.  Sam^  Hunter  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Northumber- 
land. 
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Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Purchasers  of  Flour,  1779, 

In  Cottneil, 

PhiM^Jely  10th,  1779. 

Sir,  .        .     ; 

After  many  frnitleflS  Attenptt  to  inpoare  the  neoeesaiiy  Supplies 
of  Oioaihing  for  the  Offioera  of  the  Army  agreeable  to  the  BetolvcB 
of  the  Aaeembly— -^e  find  ooraelTes  obliged  to  have  Recoene  to 
Importation.  And  in  order  to  do  this  on  the  most  oBOODomical 
Soide,  we  mnit  export  Floar  to  Foreign  Parte  where  the  great  Ik- 
:mitlid  will  enable  va  to  proenre  Betams  answerable  to  our  Exiget- 
eies*  And  to  do  this  npon  the  meet  advantageooe  footing  we  hiT« 
oonielnded  to  oalt  npon  your  County  for  Barrehi,  &  knowiog  no  oie 
more  ready  to  do  the  p^bUck  Senrioe  than  yowaelf,  we  would  n- 

nt  yon  to  proenre  that  Qnailtity  for  ns  with  all  peesible  Dispatch  k 
ard  it  to  this  Oity  to  M'  Wm.  Tambnlly  Merehant  of  this  Ci^, 
our  Agent  herein.  That  yon  may  have  no  Diffionlty  in  the  Artide 
of  Money,  we  shall  aniiwQr  yonr  Dimnghta  at  any  flSme  k  waktjm 
a  reasonable  Oompeosation  for  yon*  Tvonble  falfy  adeonate  to  joor 
Trouble. '  As  to  the  PHoe  wheiNsver  there  has  been  any  AgreomeBiiif 
the  People  fixing  a  Price  we  would  not  hare  yon  exceed  it,  &  when 
there  has  :been  no  sneh  Agreement,  we  would  not  have  yen  exoaei 
the  Price  at  this  Market,  whieh  is  £20  Tf  ot  Yon  will  eiolj 
obeerre.'that  we  do  not  address  joa  on  this  Occasion  an  a  mere  Agent 
npon  mercenary  Principles — but  as  an  Assistant  to  ns  in  providiBg 
>for  the  Oomfort  io  datable  Appearance  of  a  number  of  Iwavo  H^ 
who  are  rendering  ns  the  most  essential  Services.  At  the  seme  Tine 
it  is  OBV  full  Intention  that  yonr  Xaterest  shall  not  suffer  therebj. 

You:will  please  to  ^address  yourselTea.  to  Mr.  Tumbuli  in  the 
Course  of  the  Business  &  acquaint  him  how  you  proceed. 

I  am;  Sir, 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

July  10th,  1779. 
S', 
^  Agreeable  to  directions  from  the  Vice  President  of  the  Stete  I 
Inclose  you  my  account  of  recruits  raised  for  the  PensylTsnia  line,  I 
am  much  concerned  to  hear  so  many  of  the  recruits  sent  to  eamp 
have  deserted,  I  am  informed  one  of  them  fell  sick  &  died  on  the 
road,  by  the  account  you  will  see  I  have  shared  in  the  loss  by  deser- 
tion as  two  recruits,  after  reeeiving  their  money,  deserted  before  I 
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ooald  get  them  approyed  of  therefore  oonld  not  charge  i|o  more  than 
the  dlowanoe/ tho'  Iheeoets  were  very  high  on  aeoovnt  of  the  reward 
given  to  every  person  who  hroaght  me  a  man,  drink  Jk  oockade 
money,  the  ezpence '  of  any  one  of  which  articles  would  formerly 
have  procured  &  paid  a  man.  As  a  voucher  I  have  added  a  eopy  of 
the  approbation  of  each  man  certified  by  the  chamber  of  accounts 
where  I  deposited  the  original  when  I  gave  iu  my  account  of  conti* 
nentai  bounty  paid. to  the  men  I  eulisted.  As  the  money  I  paid  for 
account  of  the  State  was  all  borrowed  on  a  promise  to  repay  it 
shortly,  I  hope  the  Hon^  Council  will  take  it  into  consideration  & 
speedUy  enable  me  to  fulfill  my  engagements. 

your  moel  obed^  ServS 

LEWIS  NICOLA/ Col. 

P.  S.  I  am  informed  one  cause  of  the  desertion  was  the  mens 
not  receiving  the  remaindei^  of  their  bounty  as  soon  as  they  joined' 
their  regiments  agreeable  to  the  promise  made  them. 

Directed^  » 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq%  Secretary  lo  IheVHon'l  Executive 

Council. 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Pbbs.  Rkbd,  1779« 

Sir, 

Two  men  from  Lord  Cathcarts  Legion  just  arrived,  say  they 
deserted  y^eter^ay  was^a  week  near  fort  Le^  as  they  were  transport- 
ing by  water  some  officers  baggage  from  New  York  to  the  Army 
which  principally  lay  at  Kings-bridge ;  the  Guards  and  Hessians  in 
New  S^nrk.  The  Legion  is  composed  of  four  Companies  of  infitntry, 
and  as  many  troops  of  light  horse,  and  consists  of  about  450  men, 
officers  included.  The  desertion  from  the  army  very  cdnsiderable, 
partidoltfrly  of  the  Grenadiers.  Only  one  man  of  war,  a  74  gun 
Ycssel  in  the  North  rirer  near  the  prison  ship. 
I  am  with  respect, 

your  Ezeellencies  / 

most  Obedient  aerv*, 
LBHriS  NICOLA^  T.  M.    ' 
July  10, 1779. 

Direetedy  <'    < 

.   I^  his  Eieelbney  Jo^h  BeMl,  Prerident  of  the  Stftto.  ..  < 
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Lop.  Sprogsll  io  CoNaasss»  1779. 

Piiihd^  July  10, 1779. 

Inclosed  is  an  account  of  my*  allowanoe  of  Rum  during  onr 
Absence  from  the  Citj,  having  not  drawn  any  Licqaor  in  tbtt  time, 
indeed  it  was  impracticable  for  me  to  do  it,  the  nature  of  mj  Duty 
was  such  I  never  remained  at  one  place  long  enough  to  draw  beinc 
obliged  to  attend  at  every  post  where  Troops  were  stationed.  I 
therefore  left  it  to  settle  with  M**  Crispin  at  some  future  daj— 
Accordingly  I  have  applyed  to  him  many  times,  his  reasons  alwa^ 
were  he  was  not  in  Cash— Some  tioM  pasl  he  settled  with  me  for 
my  Rations  of  YegetahleB  &o.,  during  that  time  when  he  made  m 
objection  to  the  Rum  money.  Upon  application  to  him  this  daj  for 
a  final  seulement  he  told  me  he  did  not  know  he  had  any  right  to 
pay  me  without  an  order  from  CounoilL  I  am  therefore  under  the 
necessity  of  troubleing  your  Honours  about  this  matter  and  Bequest 
you  wiU  please  to  grant  an  Order  for  payment  Which  will  oblige 
Gentlemen 

T'  tts.  Ob«l* 

Humble  Servant 

LOD^  SPROQELL  M.  M.  of  P. 

Dtrecfedj 

His  Bxoellency  the  President  and  The  Honorable  the  Councill  of 
Pennsylvania. 


GusTAVtrs  RisBBRG  TO  pRES.  Bbbd,  1779 

Gommissama  Oflioe^  Pkiladeh  July  U^  1779. 
Gentlem^n^ 

Agreeable  to  ^our  last  Order  M'  M*Alister  waits  on  You  tUi 
Forenoon  with  his  Return  for  last  Months  Issues. 

When  you  directed  me  to  suntend  M'  M^'Alister  I  immeditlelj 
complied  therewith;  &  desired  him  to  attend  b  order  to  answer 
before  your  honorable  Board  the  Charges  laid  against  him,  thereto 
humbly  b^,  yon  would  take*  his  case  into  G^nsideration  u  tJie 
PnbUo  Sbrvtea  reqairM  Us  attendance  at  Tork  Town  if  acquitted. 

In  Case  your  honorable  Board  should  not  think  it  the  prop^ 
course  of  Law  that  M'  M'Alister  should  have  a  hearing  before  joOf 
I  beg  leave  to  observci  that  it  has  been  Customary  on  stvil» 
Oecssions  to  hate  the  matter  »ferr'4  to  a  Court  of  BmfokyJt  torn 
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tbenoe  to  a  Ooari  Martial  if  neoeasary,  and  aa  a  Geoeral  Officer 
Gommanda  at  thia  Poaty  tbe  like  eonld  be  eaail j  effeoted. 
I  am  with  Eateem 
Gentlemen 

'     Your  moat  Obe^  bnm^  aerT* 

OUSTAVUS  RISBERO. 

D.  G.  G.  of  Isstiea  M.  Dep*. 

Direded, 

The  Honorable  the  Bxeo«itiTe  Gonnoil  for  the  State  of  Pennayl- 
▼ania  at  Philadelphia.  ^ 


PbBS.  BX3P  TO.DfiLBGATBS  IN  CoNGRBSS,  1770. 

In  Connelly 

PbUadelphk;  Jnly  12th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  ealled  for  a  Return  of  the  weekly  Issnea  in  Tork  Town, 
it  ia  with  Grief  and  Gonoem  we  aee  auch  an  Application  of  the 
pnblick  Proviaiona  at  a  Time  when  every  apeciea  of  Oeoonomy  ia 
abaolutely  neceaaary.  If  there  ia  a  proportional  Expenditure  in 
every  amaO  Tewn  whare  theae  Offioera  me,  the  Resouroea  of  any 
Country  muat  be  unequal  to  the  Support  of  the  War ;  we  do  there- 
fore mote  eaneatly  rtoueet  yom  would  urge  on  Gongreaa  that  aome 
immediate  Inapection  a  View  be  had  of  the  number  of  Offieera  & 
Dependanta  at  their  aeveral  Poata  &  all  aupernumerarya  diaoharged 
lyMboot  Delay.  Either  tbe  Number  of  Persona  employed  ia  loo 
gppaat  or  the  Number  of  Ratiena  eztrayi^;ant 

In  QmkL 

Tout  moat  Obd. 

HbU.  Sext  * 

•  See  CoL  Bm.»  ToL  XIL,  p.  48. 
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Valbntihb  Bc»nsBT  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Bear  Sir, 

By  the  Bearer  herewith  We  haVe  sent  yon  the  Dqxmtion  of  Two 
PeraoDS  we  order  to  be  Qualified  before  Two  of  the  Juatioea  of  thii 
Couatj,  aa  yon  will  See  by  the  Incloaed  Depoaition  Conoeniing 
matters  and  the  anjust  Practioea  of  aome  of  the  offioera  and  their 
Depatiea  in  the  middle  Department  aa  yoa  requested  of  Mr.  £ekert| 
if  any  more  Proof  would  be  ueeeaaai^  at  a^y  time  it  may  be  obtained. 
We  hope  Mr.  Matlaok  will  be  so  kind  aa  to  Lay  the  matter  befoie 
his  Ezoellency  the  President  and  Council  of  this  State. 
We  are  with  due  respect 

your  most  Obd* 

Humble  Servant 

HENRY  HAFFER, 
VALENTINE  SGKEBT. 
Reading,  July  18th,  1779. 

To  Timothy  Matlaok,  Eeq'. 


Pbbs.  of  OoirthEtBss  to  Pbbb.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia  14  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

*  I  have  the  honor  of  transniittittg  to  your  Bxeelleiney  hmwith 
enclosed  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  9th  Inat.,^  relating  tbe 
executive  Powers  of  edeh  SlaHe  'With  further  authority  respecting 
Persons  enipl^ed  is  the  .<)uarter  Master  General  or  puidiaaing  or 
iasmng  Commissary  General'a  Departments. 
And  am  with  great  Respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Serrant 

JOHN  JAY, 

Presid*. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  page  642. 
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Col,  Adam  Hublby*  to  Pms.  Bk^,  TTT^  ^^ 

//  1  ^-. 
Wyoming,  Jdy  l^t 
Sir, 

This  will  Aooompiny  a  letter  from  Major  < 
ike  ArraogemeDfe  of  my  Regiment,  to  yoar  Exd 

The  whole  of  the  Officers  are  satisfied  therewitE 
ingly  dJenromr  their  GommiflBioiis  might  be  immedi 
to  me. 

I  must  b^  leave  to  troable  your  Exedlency  to  expedite  this  bnsi* 
Dese  with  the  Board  of  War,  and  haye  them  forwarded  before  we 
leave  this. 

I,  with  my  officers,  take  the  liberty  of  reoommending  Seij^  Henry 
Barley  for  an  Ensigns  Oommiaaion ;  hia  oondaot  k  general  good 
eharacter  whilst  in  the  Regiment,  merit  the  notice  of  yoar  Exeel- 
lenoy  and  the  Honb^"  Body  over  which  yoa  preaide ;  And  Fm  con- 
fident ahoald  yoa  be  pleaa'd  to  grant  onr  reqaeat^  Hia  fatare  conduct 
will  joatify  oar  reoommendataoiia. 

I  am  exceedingly  in  want  of  Qffieera.  Yoar  Excellency  will 
obeerve  in  the  arrangement  I  want  Six  Ensigns,  besides  which, 
BBveral  of  my  officers  are  sick,  and  probably  wul  not  be  able  to  do 
doty  with  us  this  Oampaign. 

1  oar  E](aellenoy  will  observe  Lieoi*  Jacob  Weitsell  (who  was  left 
oat  aa  a  aapemnmery)  carried  on  in  the  Reg*  arrangement,  hia  general 
good  character  in  the  Reg*,  mv  personal  acqaaintance  with  him,  and 
the  desire  of  the  officers  for  nis  eontinaance,  indaces  me  most  par- 
ticularly to  reeomnend  him  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon^>*  Coun- 
ciL  Should  he  meet  with  your  approbation,  I  beg  a  Oommiaaion 
may  be  forwarded,  agreeable  to  the  rank  he  is  intitled  to.  He  ia 
now  on  his  way  to  join  the  Regiment 

Capt.  Kean.late  of  Pattenon's  Regiment,  made  supemumery  in  the 
late  arrangement,  conceives  himself  considerably  injured.  I  under- 
stand your  Excellency  is  acquainted  with  the  circumstances.  He  is 
deairoua  again  to  enter  the  Regiment,  provided  he  can  get  hia  rank. 
At  present  no  vaoancgr  offers.  I  have  mentioned  the  matter  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Reg*,  they  are  against  his  being  again  admitted.  I 
fear  hia  taking  rank  again  in  the  Reg*,  at  the  preaent  time,  would 
oause  auch  atepa  to  be  taken  by  aome  of  the  Gentlemen,  aa  would 
not  only  be  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  Reg*,  but  to  the  Expedition. 

I  would  therefore  request  his  case  might  be  postpon'd  ontill  the 
letum  of  the  Regf ,  when  it  may  be  examined  into  properly  and  steps 
taken  accordingly. 

Capt.  Kean's  good  character  as  a  Oentle*  and  a  soldier  intitlea  him  to 
the  notice  of  your  Exeellenoy  and  the  Honb'*  Council,  and  I  sincerely 
wish  he  may  be  provided  for. 

♦  See  Col.  Eeo,,  VoL  Xn.,  p.  68. 
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Oar  Expedition  is  carrying  on  rather  slow,  owing  to  the  delay  of 
onr  provimonB,  &e.  I  aiocerely  pitty  Genl.  Sullivan's  Bitnation. 
People  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  reasons  of  the  deky  Vm 
informed  censure  him,  which  is  absolutely  cruel  and  unjust  No  man 
can  be  more  assiduous  than  he  is.  Unless  some  steps  are  taken  to 
find  out  and  make  an  Example  of  the  Delinquent  (Q'  Mas'*  ft  Com") 
I  fear  our  Expedition  will  be  reduc'd  to  a  much  less  compass  than 
was  intended. 

We  have  some  accounts  of  the  sayages  preparing  to  reorive  ns. 
Three  hundred  of  them  are  to  Harrass  us  on  onr  march  from  this  to 
Tioga,  whilst  the  main  body  (number  not  known)  in  some  part  of 
their  Country  are  preparing  to  give  ns  Battle. 

Since  my  arrival  here  the  several  Indepen<  Companies,  Capt.  Wil- 
keys  Co.  excepted,  have  joined  me.  Colo.  Spencer  refuses  this  Go., 
as  the  Besolve  of  Congress  respecting  my  Reg*,  says,  the  Inde]l* 
Compauios  rais'd  in  Penos*,  and  afterwards  annex'd  to  Colo.  Mal- 
colm's Regiment,  are  to  be  incorporated  with  the  eleventh  P*  Re|^. 
Capt.  Wilkeys  Co.  was  originally  annex'd  to  Colo.  Spencer's  B/^, 
tho'  an  Indep'  Pa.  Company.  The  men  are  presring  me  much  to 
have  them  joined  to  my  Regitment 

As  they  are  Troops  rais'd  in  our  State,  it  would  be  doing  Jvstioe 
to  the  State  to  consider  and  annex  them  to  the  line.  I  ^ould  be 
happy  your  Excellency  would  have  a  resolve  pass'd  in  my  favour. 
I  ever  considered  them  as  a  part  of  my  Regiment,  nntfll  I  was 
acquainted  with  their  circumstances  in  that  Regiment 
I  am,  with  greatest  respect. 

Your  Excelleocy^B  most  ob^,  hum*  Serv^ 

AD-  HUBLBY, 
I/Colo.,  Com«  11*^  Rcg». 
Directed^ 

iOn  public  service.) 
{is  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Matthbw  Cl'arkson  (Mabshal)  to  Pees.  Beed,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  are  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  death  of  the  honl. 
George  Ross,  Esquire,*  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Ais 
State.  His  Remains  will  be  interred  to  morrow  morning  at  mne 
o'clock,  from  his  late  Dwelling  in  North  Street  (Hudson's  Sqoare)f 
opposite  Christ  Church  Burial  Ground  Gate. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,.Vol.  XII.,  p.  46. 

t  After  Hudson,  who  owned  this  sqaare  from  Market  to  Arcb,  and  trm 
Fifth  to  Sixth  as  an  orchard. — ^T.  Matlack,  irhoae  name  as  Secretary  so  ofteA 
occurs  (when  a  young;  man)  rented  the  whole  sqnare  for  |^  per  annufli,  u 
a  pasture  lot  for  his  horse..    See  Watson,  Tt>I.  I.,  pp.  281,  495.-     .    # 
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We  beg  leaTe  to  request  yonr  Exoelienoj  and  the  Honorable  the 
Goonoil  will  be  pleased  to  attend  the  Funeral 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

joor  Exoellenoy's 

moat  obed.  hnmb.  Serv% 

MATTH.  CLARKSON, 

Marshal. 
ANDREW  ROBESON,  Reg'. 
PhOadelphia,  Wednesday,  July  14, 1779  * 
Directed f 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Seed,  Esqnire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pbbs't  Rkbd  to  Gbn.  Washingtok,  1779. 

In  Gonncil. 

PhUad',  July  11th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Exoell'*  Favour  of  the  5  Ins*  was  duly  received,  and  tho  it  was 
&  is  the  universal  Opinion  that  the  Number  of  Men  under  General 
Sullivan  is  greater  than  can  be  fed  when  he  proceeds  a  little  farther 
on  the  Expedition  yet  we  gave  early  &  peremptory  Orders  to  the 
Companies  of  Rangers  to  join  him  as  soon  as  they  were  eomp)eted 
to  any  tolerable  Number,  we  also  directed  the  Militia  of  the  adjoin- 
ing Counties  to  give  all  poe^ble  Aid,  as  we  were  resolved  that  should 
the  Expedition  fail  of  Success  no  Imputation  should  justly  fiill  upon 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  Prospects  of  raising  these  Men 
were  very  flattering,  the  Success  in  recruiting  for  a  little  Time 
having  equalled  or  rather  exceeded  our  Expectations— but  the  Qr. 
Masters  Department  having  Occasion  for  a  Number  of  Battoemen  & 
offering  £45  %  Month  &  a  Ration  &  a  half  ^  Day  were  Terms  so 
superior  to  what  we  had  to  offer,  thilt  the  Service  has  languished 
ever  einee,  &  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  they  will  ever  be  oompleted. 
It  is  a  general  Opinion  that  the  Boat  Men  might  have  been  pro- 
cured upon  more  favourable  Terms,  but  as  it  was  a  necessary  Service 
&  well  meant,  we  can  only  wish  better  Information  had  be^  had. 
Bvery  State  &  Country  is  limited  in  its  Powers,  &  if  its  Resources 
are  drawn  off  in  our  Service  they  cannot  be  had  in  another.  Two 
hundred  are  enssged  in  this  B,oat  Service  all  of  this  State,  besides 
which  the  Number  of  Deputies,  Assistants  &  Helpers  amount  to  a 
great  Number — ^we  would  not  infer  from  this  that  they  are  unneces- 
sary, but  to  account  for  the  Deficiency  of  these.  Companies  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  very  complete.    We  beg  Leave  to  refer 

*  Judge  Robs  was  snooeeded  by  Fraaeis  Hopkinsoii,  ISsq.,  appointed  July 
16.    See  CoL  Reo.,-yol.  XIL,  pp.  49,  60,  and  668  of  thiB. 
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▼oar  Excell'  to  tbe  inoloeed  Letter  which  will  show  that  no  Orders 
have  been  wanting  on  onr  Pftrt,  &  that  there  is  eveiy  Disposition  in 
tbe  Officers  nnder  ns  to  execute  as  fkr  as  they  can. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  instead  of  troublinff  yonr  Ezoell' 
with  this  circuitoos  Mode  of  Application  Oenl.  Sullivan  wonld 
address  himsdf  directly  to  ns,  we  have  assured  him  that  we  will 
endeavour  to  give  him  eveir  Aid  &  Assistance  in  our  Power,  &  when 
it  cannot  be  done  we  shall  at  least  be  able  to  give  him  sufficient 
Reasons.  We  have  not  had  a  Line  from  him  sinoe  be  left  Easton, 
&  this  we  knew  from  other  Advices  that  these  Companies  bad  not 
joined,  we  had  not  any  Information  on  the  Subject  from  the  General 
himself. 

We  are  very  sensible,  Sir,  that  this  Expedition  has  received  all 
possible  Aid  from  you,  it  has  ako  beeii  fostered  &  cherished  bv  this 
State,  we  have  drawn  off  our  Waggons  at  £4.  10  ^  Day,  which  will 
not  pay  the  Drivers  &  shoe  the  flcMves — ^we  have  ston'd  a  great 
Number  of  Plows — the  Encouragement  of  100  Dollars  by  Congress 
was  so  small  that  the  State  added  Stores,  Shirts,  Leggins,  Blankets 
&  Arms  amounting  to  treble  the  Sum.  Our  Orders  &  Measiunes 
since  i^onld  shew  yodr  Exoell^^  our  Anxiety  on  this  Subject  in  an 
striking  a  View  as  to  exelude  every  Supposition  that  any  Thing  is 
omitted  in  our  Power  to  procure  the  desired  Success.  But  we  cannot 
change  the  Course  of  Toings  &  Order  of  Providence  to  advance 
Qenl.  Sullivans  Views  be  they  ever  so  apparently  salutary — and  we 
hope  his  Recollection  of  past  Periods  wherein  he  has  seen  you  rise 
superior  to  Disappointments  &  Deficiencies  far  more  important,  will 
strengthen  his  Mind  to  obviate  those  which  may  occur  to  him. 
With  perfect  Esteem  &  Respect, 
I  have  tbe  Honor  to  be 

your  Excell'*  most  Obed.  &  very  Hbble. 


W.  C.  Bradford,  P,  M.,  to  Pbes.  Rmd,  1779. 

To  The  Hon^>^  the  Supreeme  Executive  Council  for  die  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
As  the  pay  is  due  to  the  Officers  and  Men  belonging  to  the  State 
l^leet  for  the  Months  of  May  and  JunCi  pray  that  I  may  recdve  aa 
^er  for  One  thousand  pounds. 
I  am  Gent% 

your  Very  Humb.  Serv., 

W-  C.  BRADFORD, 
P  M* 
Philad%  July  U,  1779. 
Dtrectedf 
To  The  Hon^  Supreeme  Exeevtive  Council,  Prsf  • 
*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  48. 
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PRBS.  RbBD  to  BeLBGATBS  in  OOlXOTiJSBSf  1779. 

lu  OonDoily 

PEaadelphia,  July  15, 1779. 
Gemtlemcni    . 

We  have  pernsed  the  Besolation  of  Congress  of  the  9^  lasiy* 
tending  to  a  Beformation  of  iha  Qr  Masters  t  Commissary's 
Departm*  &  shall  most  chearfally  eo-operate  with  that  Hon.  Body 
in  this  neoessaiy  &  important  Work.  Bat  we  apprehend  a  farther 
Resolution  will  be  necessary  to  produce  the  desired  Effect  via.,  a 
Power  to  pall  upon  the  Deputies  for  Lists  of  the  9eyeral  officers  & 
Betums  of  the  Issues  both  of  Provisions  &  Forage ;  &  in  case  of 
imputed  Delinquency  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Parties  wheu 
duly  notioed  to  attend.  If  such  Powers  are  not  given,  we  hte  clearly 
«f  Opinion  Opposition  ft  perhaps  Contempt  will  follow  any  Measure 
to  put  the  other  Beeolre  in  Execution;  for  we  are  sorry  to  say  many 
of  these  A'buses  are  so  inveterate  by  long  Usage  that  unless  the 
Powers  giveiv  pre  ample  ft  equal  to  the  j^geney  the  fivils  will  be 
^onflruc^  instead  of  being  vediessed. 

We  are  also  of  Opinion  that  the  medical  Departm*  so  ftir  asrdates 
to  its  Aorse  ft  fluppHes  should  be  included  in  the  Basdution. 

We  therefore  desire  you  to  move  in  Congress  for  such  a  suppler 
mentary  Besolation  as  soon  as  other  BuflSoes  pfthat  hon*  Body  will 
udmitf  Complaints  being  every  Day  more  bud  ft  numerous. 
I  am  GteTit, 

with  due  Bespect 

your  Obed^  H^bb  Sery* 


Sreb.  Besb  to.Wm.  Hxnbt,  1779. 

lu  CouBOil, 

Pbilad-y  July  15th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  herowitb  transmit  yoir  a  Besdive  of  Council  upon  an  important 
Subjept  together  with  such  Papers  as  relate  thereto.  You  will  see 
the  Neoessity  of  giving  this  board  full  Information  ft  also  furnish  it 
-with  such  Proofii  as  may  be  necessary  to  explain  the  Transaction  or 
authentieate  the  Claim  yon  have  to  tbe  Flour  jn  Question.  This  the 
Honour  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  iPrindples  of  Policy  ft  Justjoe 
X6<|aire  ft  we  doiibt  i^ot  ypo  will  give  it  immediate  attention.f  You 

«  See  page  542.  t  Bee  Gel.  Aee.«  ToU  ZU.,  p.  46. 

ft 
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will  return  the  Papers  herewith,  our  Beure  to  save  Time  having 
induced  us  to  forward  the  originals. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  due  Regard 

your  Obed.  H'bble  Serr* 

JO.  KEBD. 
Indonedf 
To  Wm.  Henrji  Bh[.|  Ohairman  of  the  Committee^  &o. 


Pbbs.  Rsbd  to  Francis  Hopkikson,  1779. 

Dear  Sir^ 

I  have  the  Pleasure  of  informing  you  that  you  are  unanimoanly 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  in  Sueeession  to  M'  Ross — ^The 
Oommiaslon  will  be  made  out  this  Day,  &  as  the  Bnstness  of  the 
Court  requires  immediate  Attention,  it  is  the  Denre  of  Counoil  that 
you  will  take  the  Oath  of  Office  tomorrow  Morning  m  the  Counoil 
Chamber. 

Wishing  you  Hapidness  ft  Sueoess  on  this  as  well  as  on  every 
other  OecasioD, 

I  remain  Sir, 

your  most  Obed.  & 

very  H'bbl  Serv** 
Directed^ 
To  Francis  HopkinsoUi  Esq**. 


Pbxs.  Rbed  to  Mb.  Holkbb,  1779« 

In  GouneU,  Phihda.,  July  16th,  1779. 
To  the  Honjble.  Mr.  Holkor. 
Sir, 

The  Hon*  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  having  referred  to 
this  Board  a  Complaint  made  by  you  respecting  a  Quantity  of  Flour 
purchased  by  one  Rumford  at  Wilmin^n,  The  Council  proceeded 
to  the  Consideration  thereof|  but  being  informed  that  the  Minister 
of  France  had  also  made  some  Representation  thereupon  to  Congreas, 
we  waited  a  few  Days,  that  in  Cue  of  any  Reference  to  this  Board 
we  might  have  the  Subject  fully  before  us,  ft  take  the  whole  into 

•  Sec  CoL  Beo.»  VoL  XIL,  p.  49,  and  page  654,  of  this. 
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JCoQskleratioB  at  the  Mme  Time.  Bat  having  received  notUlDg 
farther,  we  would  not  any  longer  delaj  proceeding  thereupon.  You 
will  observe  Sir,  bj  the  enclosed  Resolve  that  we  have  called  upon 
the  Persons  complained  of  to  render  an  Account  of  their  Proceeding 
in  the  Matter  &  their  Reasons  therefor,  which  the  Principles  of 
Jostice  &  Reason  of  the  Case  required  before  we  could  come  to  any 
Determination.  And  which  was  the  more  necessary  as  nothing 
appeared  in  tbe  Paper  transmitted  to  us  which  gave  any  InformaUon 
in  this  Point. 

As  this  Complaint  has  come  to  us  through  the  Medium  of 
Gongressy  it  might  perhaps  have  been  more  proper  &  regular  to  have 
addressed  yon  through  the  same  Medium — but  as  more  Time  has 
elapsed  than  we  intended,  we  would  not  add  to  the  Delay  by  sub- 
jecting the  Information  to  the  neoessary  Formalities  of  the  Hon. 
House. 

I  now  beg  Leave  to  assure  you  of  our  sincere  Intentions  to  give 
you  that  Satisfaction  on  this  as  well  as  on  all  other  Occasions  which 
the  Justice  &  Propriety  of  the  Case  may  at  all  Times  demand^  and 
also  of  the  personal  Respect  with  which 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obed. 
&  very  HbbL  Serv*.* 


OoIk  Jacob  Mobgan,  Jb.,  to  Pbss.  Rsbd,  1779. 

Reading,  17th  July,  1779. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  this  dav  received  your  favor  of  the  10'^  Ins^  and  shall  imme- 
diate]^ set  abont  to  gxecute  your  orders  contained  in  it,  although  I 
fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  accomplish  it  in  any  reasonable  time,  as 
chief  part  of  the  old  Wheat  is  sold  and  engaged  for  the  Public,  and 
the  Fanners  in  general  do  not  begin  to  Thrash  out  their  new  Orain 
until!  they  have  done  sowing,  which  will  not  be  nntill  sometime 
in  October ;  but  that  consideration  shall  not  in  the  least  discourage 
me  fh)m  seting  aboat  to  collect  as  much  as  possible ;  shall  inform 
Mr.  Tnmbull  of  my  success  in  business  occasionally. 

I  look  on  your  appointment  as  a  Honour, — shall  not  expect  move 
for  transacting  the  Business  than  yon  give  others;  should  bo  glad 
at  all  times  to  render  every  Service  that  lies  in  my  Power  to  the 
most  Hon^'*  part  of  the  Community,  which  I  look  on  the  brave  men 
who  are  fighting  for  us  to  be  at  the  low  wages  they  receive. .  Your 
appointment  will  not  in  the  least  interfere  in  my  Quarter  Master's 
Office;  mj  assistants  can  without  the  least  inconvenience  be  of 
Service  in  collecting  it.  I  shall  be  glad  you  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  whether  I  shall  give  the  Philadelphia  Market  price  at 

*See  Col.  Eec.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  47,  66,  68. 
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Ihe  BfOIfl;  I  fbar  I  sball  not  be  able  to  get  it  niideri  as  the  Pv^ 
thaeeiog  Commiestry  gives  that. 

With  respeot  I  have  the  Honeiir  to  be 

Your  meet  Ob*  Humble  Serauit, 

JACOB  MOBOAN,jf.* 

Public  Service. 

Excellenoj  Joseph  Beed,  Esq",  Pifeed*  State  of  Peimsjlviui, 
Philadelphia. 
FavorM  y  Col.  Nagle. 


Thos.  Bradford,  C.  P.,  to  Prbs.  Bked,  1779. 

PhiUda.,  July  17tli,  1779. 
May  it  please  your  Ezcellenoy, 

Being  in  want  of  two  Officers  and  twenty  or  thirty  met  u  % 
guard  to  go  with  sogie  prisoners  of  war  to  Elizabeth  Town,  and 
finding  ti^e  garrison  of  this  City  too  weak  to  famish  them,  I  tm 
induced  to  request  Council  to  furnish  me  with  a  party  of  militis 
for  the  above  purpose,  to  be  ready  on  Thursday  nextf 
I  remain  your  ^xoellenc/s 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  BRADFORD, 

Corny  of  Pris-. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Read,  Esq"",  In  Council,  Present 
Jndorued^ 

Rec*  19*^  k  read  in  CoundL— Consid<;  refened  to  the  next  Dv- 


Me.  Holkbr,  P.  0.,  to  Pees,  Rbed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  y  11^  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  honoumd  Last  evening  with  your  letter  dated  in  Coundl  f 
U^  July,t  relative  to  a  quantity  of  Flour  purchssed  by  M'  Rumfora 
of  Wilmin^n,  in  Consequence  of  my  directions,  for  the  use  of  his 
Majesty's  Squadron,  Commanded  by  his  Excellency  vice  admiral 
Count  d'Estaing.  I  beg  leave  to  present  yon  my  thanks  for  your 
attention  in  informing  me  that  your  Excellency  &  CoanoU  kavo 


*  S«e  Colon.  R«o.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  63. 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XH.,  pp.  63,  66. 
Sec  page  66& 
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been  pleaaed  to  take  some  measures  in  order  to  aognire  a  sofficient 
knowledge  of  this  matter. 

I  Permit  me  Sir,  to  add  that  I  presnme  it.  is  of  yery  great  imfx^r- 
tance  your  information  on.  this  Subject  should  be  reported  to 
Congress  with  all  possible  speed,  so  as  the  necessary  steps  may  be 
adopted  to  ensure  to  his  Majesty's  fleet  those  supplies  which  may 
be  ezpeoted  from  these  states.  I  am  thoroughly  oonyinced  of  your 
sinoere  intention  to  ^ve  me  satisfaction  on  all  occasions;  therefore 
^th  entire  Confidence  in  your  sense  of  Justice  &  propriety^  I  have 
the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  most  respectfulW* 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  Servant, 

HOLKER. 
Dtreciedf 
i  His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beedj  Esquirei  President  of  the  State. 


Coim  L.  Nicola  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir. 

Three  deserters  from  the  88th,  2  grenadiers  k  1  light  Infantry 
man  are  just  arriyed,  they  left  the  enemy  the  8th  about  12  miles 
firom  New  haneii,  !f he  party  they  belooged  to  went  by  land  from 
Kingsbridge  und^r  tb^  Command  of  Gen.  Vaughan  their  principal 
business  was  to  collect  forage  of  which  they  got  out  little  &  not  one 
beast,  all  the  stock  having  oeen  driven  off.  < ' 
'  Governor  T^on  Commanded  the  party  that  went  by  water,  but 
€ten.  -Vaughan*  had  the  nominal  Command  of  the  whole  though 
General  Clinton  went  on  the  e^tpedition.  The  morning  they  came  o^ 
Tryon  burned  Fairfield  then  embarked,  his  party  consisted  of  4  Re^- 
ments  from  Rhode  Island  and  two  from  Phillips's  manor,  when  at 
Horse-Qcck.  these  men  heard  Tfyon  had  given  the  Inhabitants  of 
New  haven  t^o  hours  to  remove  their  best  effects  and  then  gave  up 
the  Town  to  plunder. 

Desertion  verv  Considerable  particularly  among  the  grenadiers  on 
account  of  the  ill  treatment  they  receive  from  Col.  York,  their  Com- 
mander.    A  general  dissatisfaction  prevails  in  the  army  for  want  of 
pay.    Tw9  deserters  from  the  grenamqrs  were  overtaken  a^d  hung. 
I  am  with  respect. 

Your  Exoellencys 

,  most  obedient  Sei^ttt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  P.  M. 
..July  184, 1779, 
Directed, 

To  Hit  Excellency  Joseph  BiMd,  President  of  this  State. 

•  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  48,  64,  56,  69,  CO. 
'   '     t  See  Vol.  v.,  p.  688. 
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Capt.  Danibl  Jot  to  Pres-  Bbed,  1779, 

A  ntorn  of  all  the  State  &  Continential  Gannon  here,  Modd  bland 
ft  Billingepori. 
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Sir, 


PhUada.,Jaljl9ih,  1779. 


I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  war  to  deliver  jou  a  return  of  the 
State  and  Continential  eannon  that  will  be  left  for  the  defence  of  thia 
City  &o.y  and  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Continential  Artificers  will  be 
constantly  engaged  for  a  considerable  time  in  making  a  number  of 
carriages  that  is  to  be  forwarded  aflter  cannon  that  is  to  be  immedi- 
atly  sent  of  to  head  Quarters;  That  you  may  know  how  to  pcooeei 
in  future  with  respect  to  getUng  gun  carriages  made  ftc*. 
I  am  with  much 

Esteem^  your 

Hble  Serv*. 

DANIBL  JOT. 
JHrectedf 
To  his  Excels  Joseph  Heed,  Esq. 


CoL.  Lbwis  Nicola  to  P&bs.  Bbsp,  1779. 

S', 

A  German  deserter  has  just  left  me|  he  belonged  to  m  corps  of 
Husars  commanded  by  Col.  Deameri  a  german  never  haying  hesid 
of  such  a  corps  amount  the  English  I  made  some  enquiries  about  it 
ft  received  the  following  information. 

It  is  about  sis  months  since  it  was  formed  at  New  Todc  ft  cooaiBts 
of  80  men,  28  of  which  had  belonged  to  Oen.  Burgoins  army  ft 
when  prisoners  escaped  ft  got  into  New  York;  9  or  XO  where  inhahi- 
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lanto  of  New  York  or  iti  neighborhood,  two  of  the  name  of  Sowen, 

Philftdelphianfl,  the  rest  had  come  from  Europe  on  Tariona  ocoasions* 

This  oorpe  lies  at  Philberta  bonae,  20  miles  from  New  York  k  had 

Eahed  a  party  of  16  men  toahoot  four  miles  from  Horaeneok,  when 
y  with  two  others  deserted  bnt  was  the  onlj  one  that  escaped  by 
the  goodness  of  his  horse,  says  be  deserted  last  tnesday  was  a  week, 
&  was  in  Newha?en  when  the  Alarm  was  given  on  the  appearanoe  of 
the  English. 

I  am  with  respect 

Your  Ezoellenoies 

most  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 
July  19th,  1779. 
Direetedf 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  PmUent  of  tbe  Stite.  ^ 


Cap.  Josbph  Eewbt,  to  Pjub.  Sjuu>,  1779. 

HattMstown,  July  20^,  1779. 
May  it  please  your  Bzeenenoy, 

In  obedience  to  the  Orders  of  Oouncil  with  infinite  pain  and  diffi- 
culty I  have  inlisted  forty  fire  Men  for  the  service  of  our  frontiers 
and  have  them  now  at  the  plioe  of  their  destination  and  endeavoui»> 
ing  to  be  serviceable  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants. 

As  an  Officer  in  the  Service  of  our  State  I  should  be  guilty  of 
the  highest  neglect  was  I  not  to  inform  Council  of  the  hsraships  I 
have  encountered  and  I  fear  without  the  Assntance  of  Council  i| 
win  be  no  hard  task  to  tell  what  my  poor  men  are  yet  to  sulTer. 

Destitute  of  the  resourses  of  the  public  stores  I  have  new  these 
men  on  your  frontiers  totally  destitute  of  Blankets  Shoes  and  every 
neoessaiy  Cloathing— Onus  we  have  but  those  we  have  are  the 
refuge  of  the  Military  Store  at  fort  Pitt  and  to  sum  up  the  whole 
We  are  nearly  destitute  of  every  Necessary. 

I  apprehended  it  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to  make  a  repre- 
sentation to  Council  and  petition  tfiem  to  affinrd  me  Assistance. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  oommunicate  but  to  assure  your  Excel-* 
lency, 

X  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant 

JO",  BRWIN,  Op*. 

P.  S.  I  hacl  forgotr  to  inform  yimr  BxoeUeney  thai  my  Subaltern 
Officers  who  were  first  pointed  out  for  the  present  Service,  have 
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^keUii^  %hmg  AppointmeBta  nod  itfreeaUe  to  yonrfonner  difeolioiis 
to  Col*  Lookiy  m  j  Offioers  ara  M  ub  time  Jolm  Jameson  1"^  Lienfe 
tmd  JStfvjr  ArmstpoDg  2'  Lioot.  and  I  ahall  be  greatly  obliged  if 
Council  will  aead  the  Conuniaaions  by  the  £nit  opporianity."^ 

Direckd, 
His  Excellency  Joaeph  Beed  Eaq^ 


Cql.  a*  Lochrt  to  PREsiDEirc  Bexd,  1779. 

Hannaa  Town,  July  20*^,  1779. 
May  it  pleeie  yont  BncelUi^yf 

I  waa  honored  with  year  Exoellenoya  letter  of  the  21**  Hay|  laat, 
and  am  sorry  to  find  the  CoanoH  did  not  understand  the  meaning  of 
the  frontier  Inhabitants  of  this  County  being  put  under  pay  and 
rations  ;-i^It  aeyer  waa  intended  tbe^  wbel^Golinty  ^onld  b^  put  un- 
der pay^  but  only  such  as  were  closely  confined  in  Garriaonsy  having 
no  import^nilgr  of  ge|iteg  tbeiv  Subsistence,  and  being  so  reduced  by 
the  distresses  of  the  war  as  not  to  be  .able  to  triHispoit  (heiaaelrea  H 
aeme  place  of  Safety ;  these  people  having  lo^t  all  their  Substanoe  it 
wa«  generally  thought  they  might  be  indnlg^  with  that  nriyiledge. 
.  Col*  Brodheads  plans  I  hope  under  Qod.  will  be  suocessinl  aa  he  la 
dbiDg  every  thing  m  hia  power  for  our  common  defence. 
•  The  application  I  made  for  Anns  I  confers  was  not  proper  Imt 
^  Keceseitv  in  some  cases  lias  n9  Law.''  I  received  £1|000  foe  tlie 

rirpose  of  purchasing  Arms  for  the  CQunty>aa  the  law  directs,  and 
fiatter  myself  that  qom.  has  been  laid,  out  for  the  purnose  it  waa 
Uitendedd^  ^ith  tbot  Greatest  Oecouonpyi  and  I  trust  to  the  peat  advan- 
tage. ''■•''*• 
,  I  have  never  received  aa  much  Cast^  in  the  County  aa  would  p^ 
ihe  I^ublic  B^bta  I  was  directed  tp  displ^arge;  nor  have  I  ever  been 
able  to  procure  the  Arina  for  the  jCountiy  the.  Law  directed ;  all  the 
Arms  we  had  b^ve  been  jponstantly  iix  actual  Serving  and  I  am  ao^iy 
to  inform  your  £;KceUenojr  that  by  Militia  Deserters  and  Emigrant^ 
when  we  lost  a  stand  of  airma  we  lost  th^  man.  What  few  arm^  wo 
have  atill  left  are  so  out  of  repair  that  they  are  almost  uselessi  and 
it  is  out  of  my  power  to  get  tbeni  repaired  in  this  nuarter.       ' 

It  gives  me  no  small  uneasiness  to  hear  of  the  Segeneraoy  of  the 
York  County  Militia,  but  by  this  time  I  hope  they  have  returned  to 
that  duty  they  tme  to  themselves,  to  the  State,  and  to  Posterity. 

Ivcaqnot  help  ezpiewng  my  Gratitude  to  his  Excellency  General 

i  *  'See  Ool.  Ede<,  Vol*  XII.,  p.  7^  Hoi  Aug.  U/  ^      '    ' ' 

.    t  8m  pafe  48D. 
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Waghington  for  the  Conoern  he  expresses  foi^oar  frontiers;  and  to 
Goancil  for  the  acUve  part  thev  have  taken  in  their  favor. 

The  two  Companies  raised  by  Genl.  Mcintosh's  orders  are  nearly 
compleated  and  are  now  at  the  Kittanning  or  scenting  in  that  neigh- 
bonrhood,  bnt  I  am  sorry  to  inform  yon  their  times  will  shortly 
eaepire,  so  that  it  will  be  aeoeasaiy  for  Ooonoil  to  give  directions 
oonoerniDg  them. 

.  Yonr  Kzcellenoy  informs  me  yon  have  sent  20,000  Dollars  for 
the  I  pnUio  seryioe  bat  I  only  received  10»000  Col*  Davis  having 
appr^riated  the  other  10,000  for  the  nae  of  Capt.  Erwins  Company; 
the  snm  I  reoeived  shall  be  carefolly  paidi  and  an  Account  of  the 
Bxnenditnre  tran$o(aited  to  Conncil  as  soon  as  passible^-^md  I  could 
wish  the  Directions  of  Council  relative  to  the  destinations  of  such 
troops  as  may  be  sent  out  for  the  defenoe  of  the  frontiers^  As  Capt. 
Erwins  Company  arrived  here  some  time  ago  and  said  he  was  to 
take  directions  from  me. 

I  am  certain^  and  I  trust  every  Individual  on  our  frontiers  are 
fully  convinced  of  the  sood  Intentions 'of  Council  to  ns.  Wfi  well 
know  we  are  not  the  only  people  in  these  States  involved  in  Calam- 
ity and  distress ;  but  I  hope  thro'  the  divine  providence  and  our 
common  efforts  we  may  soon  obtain  the  blessings  of  Peace^  Liberty^ 
and  Independence. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  Col"  Matlack  to  send  me  some  tavern 
Licenses  and  other  necessary  blanks,  as  I  have  none  signed  bv  your 
Excellencj^ ;.  and,I  ,hqia  to-  be  able  to  settle  >ig^  Aounfits  by  the 
next  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.inth  the^  .greatest  respect 
'     i        Your  Excellencys 

most  obediant  ft 
,   ,  ..     most  humble  servant^.. 
J  *  JLiOCHBY,  O.L.^    • 

P.  S.  '  I  had  forgot  t6  inform  your  Jlxeeneney  that  dap*  BrwinU 
Subaltei^s  havci  d^Uned!  that  scrvide*  atrd  in  ob^ieMe  to^^  y6ur  direc- 
fion9  I  liftve  nominated  John  Jaineso^'  hfs  1**  lAefat  and  Henkjr 
ArmstrofigS'  Lieut,  in  thai  Company  IhaVe  further  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  Capt.  Jacks  Ensign  has  resigned  and  I  have  Mmi- 
Bated  John  Cooper  ta  dnt'Vaciaieyt'      I 

I  remain  as  before, 

A.  LOCHRY,  C.  L. 
Directed f  

'  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Suproam  Executive  Council 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Read  in  Counca  Aug.  14,  see  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  78. 
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Pres.  Rbkd  to  Capt.  NaThak  Boys,  1779, 

Sir, 

Col.  Ball  has  represented  to  us,  ibaA  ke  now  hu  get  aooM  of  tlie 
GheTauz  de  friie  ready  for  sinking,  but  will  require  both  Advioe  ft 
Assistaooe  in  doing  it.  I  have  no  Doubt  that  you  ft  the  other  Gen- 
tlemen  Offieers  will  gi?e  him  both,  &  request  you  so  to  do.  Col. 
Bull  will  make  suoh  additional  Allowanoe  to  the  Men  as  may  be  aa 
Enoouragement ;  ft  after  the  liberal  Treatment  they  have  had  from 
the  State,  we  presume  they  wiU  ohearfully  labour  in  a  Serviee  of  ao 
mueh  Importanoe  to  the  Oity. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your 

Obed.  ft  YeryHuhL  Ser., 

JOS.  BBBD,  PNsidt. 
To  Capt,  Bpys. 
Philada.,  July  20, 1779. 


Pbb&  Bud  to  Maj.  Gio.  Hbbvt,  177-9, 

InCouiH»l,  ' 

PhUad*,  July  20^,  1779. 
Sir, 

tf '  M<!lanachan  having  applied  for  some  of  the  disabled  Guns 
belonging  to  l^e  State  for  Ballast— Yon  may  aooommodate  him 
iherewitb,  he  paying  thereforl";  about  Ten  Tons  is  the  Quantity 
ask'd.  Th^  rrioe  is  referd  to  your  Judgm*,  at  the  samo  Tim^ 
infbrmmg  you  for  your  GovemraS  that  if  deliyered  at  Chester,  the 
Ironmasters  will  giye  you  one  Ion  of  Bar  Iron  for  4  Tona  of  the  oU 
Metal. 

I  am.  Sir,  Your  obedL, 

ft  yery  Hbbl.  Senr., 

J.  B.|  president 
*  Col.  Roo.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  64. 
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Prss.  Rbed  to  Capt.  liAjsQy  1779. 

Sir, 

I^duly  reoeired  jonra  of  the  7*^  lost.,*  reoiUog  tbe  Copies  of  the 
Orders  left  by  Capt.  M«Ginley,  &  mentioning  that  a  Vessel,  outward 
boandy  had  called  npon  you,  &  requesting  more  explicit  Directions 
touching  outward  bound  Vessels. — T  do  not  know  the  Reasons  of 
this  Captain's  Conduct,  or  her  Owner's  Orders,  it  being  my  Intentions 
that  Vessels  should  pass  with  as  little  Molestation  as  possible. — You 
will  therefore  take  the  follow<  as  the  Line  of  Duty  to  be  observed  at 
Mud  bland : — All  Vessels,  both  great  &  small,  outward  bound,  to 
pftBs  without  Molestation — all  Sea  Vessels  who  have  not  touch'd  at 
BillinjiBport  are  be  stopped  by  you  ]  but  if  they  have  been  examined 
there  it  will  not  be  neoes8ary.<^You  are  to  be  as  careful  as  possible 
of  Ammunition,  av(nding  all  unnecessary  firing.— Captain  Brown's 
Direetions  appear  to  me  very  judicious  k  proper. — You  will  also 
send  me,  once  a  Month,  a*  Return  of  the  stores,  Ac.,  ft  give  me 
Infohrmation  of  all  extraordinanr  Occurrences. 

Wishing  you,  ft  all  the  Gentlemen  with  you,  both  Officers  ft  Pri- 
vates, Health  ft  an  agreeable  Tour  of  Duty, 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  most 

Obed.  ft  very  Hbbl.  Serv*, 

J.R. 
To  Capt.  Lang — Oommtad»  Ofloer  at  Mud  Island. 


Col;  Marstblleb  to  Pbbsibent  Bebd,  1779. 

Lebanon,  21  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellenov's  Favar  of  the  10*^  Instantf  requesting  me  to 
procure  600  Barrens  of  Flour  in  the  County  of  Lancaster  came  to 
hand  yesterday  and  as  other  Business  required  my  sending  Express 
to  Philadelphia,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  your  Exceuenoy  the 
earliest  Information  of  my  willingness  to  procure  the  same  and  make 
no  doubt  but  in  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  that  number  compleat, 
as  I  have  now  upwards  of  2000  Bushels  of  good  Wheat  purchased 
(whidi  I  intended  for  the  Commissary's  Departm^  keeping  the  Ofiall 
§ot  Hone  food)  but  as  I  have  not  engaged  it  to  any  Person,  nor 
dimwn  or  Received  Money  from  any  Person  on  Aoooont  thereof  I 
intend  now  to  keep  it,  towards  makinff  up  the  Flour  demanded. 
The  Wheat  I  have  on  hand  I  purchased  at  different  Prioes  vis.,  £9 
48  10.  £8.  £1  10.  ft  hope  to  prooure  the  remainder  for  £7  V 

*  See  page  687-8.  f  See  page  548. 
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Bnshell,  whiob  will  redace  Flour  to  £20  ^  Gent  &  under,  after 
keeping  the  Offallifor  Public  Hone  food  at  the  Priee  I  gladly  pay 
to  other  Persons.  It  is  true  a  Comittee  of  Lancaster  Towngmen 
have  regulated  the  prices  of  some  few  Articles,  among  others  Wheat 
at  £5.  £  Flour  at  £15.  but  all  Public  purqha^ecB  with  my  adf  found 
it  an  impossibility  to  procure  the  necessary  suppKes,  at  tbe  regulated 
prices.  Therefore  were  obliflcd  to  Deviate  from  their  rulci  or  atarre 
the  army.  We  made  a  Rule  among  oursehes  to  lower  the  Prioes 
of  Wheat  and  Bye  lOf.  *^  Bush^  weekly  &  inferior  Grain  in  prc^cr- 
iion,  which  had  the  desired  Effsct  as  it  ^uced  the  prioes  of  Wheal 
&  Rye  from  £10  to  £7  10  ^  Bush^  You  may  rest  assumd  sir 
that  1  shall  do  my  utmost  endearours  to  procure  the  Flour  demanded 
upon  as  good  Terms  as  possibly  may  be,  Tendering  you  a  Just  and 
true  Aocoifnt  with  sufficient  Vouchers  for  all  expenditure^  thereon  & 
flatter  mjseliF  that  my  Conduct  m  this  affair  will.ooaTinoe  your 
Excellency,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  oe  a  ttere  Agent  upon  meroenaiy 
iPrincspals,  but  from  a  desire  to  have  it^  in  mj  power  to  aerre  mj 
Bleeding  &  distressed  Country^, 

Ton  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  by  tbe  B^rer  bereof  H'  Gloii- 
inger  (my  Assistant)  Twenty  .thousand  Pounds  to  enaUe  me  to 
prosecute  this  Business  expeditiously,  for  I  wisl^  to  purebaae  wfi 
much  old  Wheat  as  possible,  it  being  n^uch  superior  to  the  new,  by 
reason  of  the  heavy  uiilldews.  *  ^ 

I  atii  Tour  Bxciellency's 
most  Obedient  & 
-  my  hiiiabla.fleri«tn^    ^     .      •  ^ 

PHILIP  MABSTELLER.* 

P.  S.  If  the  advance  monies  for  tlie  two  militia  Companies  is  not 
yet  sent,  the  Bearer  may  br|ng  it, 

Vtrectedy 

Fkiblic^asrUde. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  Philad\ 


EiTRAdT  OF  A I4ETIER  fr6m  Majoi^  GEKBEAii  SiJU«iVAir  to 

■    .     :,  CpNGRBSS,  1779.  ;        '\  ,,  . 

;  •    '  Dated  Head  quarters,  Wypming,  Jtuly  Slffj  J779, 

•.  '^Cteaeral  Washington  in  ooaeequende  of  my  lettoftf  wrote  th^ 
9x^9«iver  CkMMMil  of  Penneyltania  for  BaQflert^Bifle-ttbm  Tiierf 
Qti^ed  (teveii  biandred  and. twenty/ and  the: J^resldeilt  fteqaentiy 
wvote  .tno^.tbii^  they  would,  be  ready  ini  seasdn^  not  si  lAaii  of  ihem 
has  jpiaed  fu^i.nor  are  any  about ^  to jdetit^  ti^  reason  nAgskA  hf 

*  pee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIT.,  p^CTl  " 
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them, » tfasi  the  qoarter  mtster  gaye  sneh  extrsvagtnt  priees  to 
boatmen,  that  they  all  enlisted  into  the  boat  aervioe — bat  this  is 
eridestlja  mistake  for  we  have  not  a  hundred  boatmen  engaged  for 
the  army,  and  bat  forty  two  pack  horsemen,  so  that  I  most  draught 
for  boatmen  and  paok  horsemen/' 

Directed, 

President  and  Ooandl  of  Pennsylvania* 


Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Col.  Bbodhbad,  1779. 

I>8ir, 

Tonr  several  Pavoara  of  the  5*»,  22«  of  May  &  24«*  June,  with  the 
Todosures,  have  been  duly  received— And  it  gives  us  gre^t  Satisfac- 
tion to  find  Appearances  &  Profipeols  are  so  favourable ;  it  redounds 
much  to  the  Honour  of  your  Command,  &  I  have  the  Pleasure  to 
a^sur^  you  all  our  Advices  from  the  back  Country  correspond  with 
yours.— As  to  Fort  Laurens,  it  has  been  saved  more  by  a  Miracle 
than  any  Thing  else ;  and  tho'  it  may  be  kept  up  as  a  stepping 
Btone  to  Detroit,  I  can  see  oo  other  Benefits  to  be  derived  from  it. 
Oen.  Washington  was  apprehensive  that  the  evacuation  of  it  this 
Spring  would liave  pven  great  Encouragement  to  the  Savages  about 
Detroit,  which  was  his  lUason  for  holcUug  it — ^not  any  Opinion  of 
the  intrinsick  Worth  of  the  Post. 

We  have,  affreeable  to  your  Desire,  represented  to  the  Fieople  of 
Westmorelatia  the  Necessity  of  giving  you  all  the  Assistance  in  their 
Power;  A;  as  it  is  their  Interest,  we  hope  they  will  not  neglect  it } 
in  the  mean  Time  we  would  wish  you  to  treat  them  with  all  possible 
Tenderness;  when  they  see  you  laboring  for  their  Safety  &  Welfare, 
they  cannot  but  exert  themselves  to  make  your  Command  easy  as 
fur  as  depends  upon  them. — I  wish  it  were  in  our  Power  to  furnish 
you  with  a  few  Indian  Goods,  but  there  are  two  very  strong  Beasons 
why  we  cannot  supplv  you — ^The  first,  that  they  are  not  to  be  pro- 
cured, ft  the  other,  that  I  doubt  whether  the  Feople  in  the  Back 
Ooonties  would  suffer  them  to  proceed,  so  violent  are  the  Prejudices 
against  the  Indians.  It  has  been  with  great  Difficulty  that  we  got 
the  Indians  back  that  came  down  lately ;  there  were  several  Parties 
made  up  to  destroy  them  on  theb  Betum,  which  were  disappointed 
by  the  Indians  taking  an  unexpected  &  circuitous  Boute. 

We  have  sounded  Congress  &  the  Oeneral  about  giving  a  Beward 
for  Scalps,  but  there  is  so  evident  a  Beluctance  on  the  Subject,  &  an 
Apprehension  that  it  may  be  improved  by  our  Enemies  to  a  national 
Beproach,  that  at  present  we  cannot  venture  to  make  any  authoritative 

•  See  page  466. 
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Offers ;  bat  as  we  have  great  Oonfid^ioe  in  your  JudsmeDt  k  Db- 
oretion,  must  leave  it  to  you  to  act  therein  as  thej  shul  direct 

The  Oratitade  of  the  Officers  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  gB&enu 
Supplies  afforded  by  the  State,  does  themselves  ft  the  State  gnit 
Honour. — It  is  our  Misfortune  that  a  confined  Trade  ft  henid  Spirit 
of  Gain  which  has  pervaded  so  many  Baoks  of  People,  has  croH'd, 
in  a  Degree,  our  farther  Views ;  but  we  hope  still  to  surmount  them  k 
make  Pennsylv.  a  Pattern  for  other  States. — We  directed  GoL  Bajud 
to  take  up  I^sts  of  the  Prices  affixed  to  the  several  Articles  of  Sapplj, 
leaving  the  Mode  of  Dbtribution,  &a,  to  yourself.  I  am  sonv  to  find 
by  your  last  Letter  that  you  did  not  receive  the  Liquor  in  the  aune 
good  Condition  as  it  was  sent — ^These  arc  Accidents  that  I  fontte 
am  unavoidable. 

With  Respect  to  the  State  Bounty,  whenever  you  forwsrd  Ae 
proper  Certificates  ft  Attestations  of  the  Men  who  reinlist,  we  afaaO 
readily  give  Orders  for  the  P^ymoit ;  but  I  apprehend  that  it  will 
not  be  expected  that  the  recruiting  Money  to  the  Officer  will  be 
demanded,  as  in  Case  of  a  new  Eecruit  the  ^Nature  ft  Trouble  of  the 
Inlistment  being  so  different,  though  doubtless  there  will  be  some 
Allowance  over  in  this  Case. 

I  am  happy  to  find  you  think  the  internal  Disputes  axe  iU  timed; 
they  certainly  are  so  m  every  Bespeot,  ft  have  given  the  Euemj 
more  Encouragement  to  continue  the  War  than  any  other—l^ 
any  one  read  Johnston's  Speeches  (who  now  has  much  to  saj  ia 
England)  ft  other  Ace**,  ft  he  will  find  that  the  Measarea  now  takes 
are  chiefly  founded  on  the  Dissensions  among  ourselves  ft  the  greet 
Number  of  their  supposed  Adherents. — You  are  surprised  that  the 
Tories  should  have  an  Existence  among  us,  but  you  would  not  be  so 
if  you  knew  how  much  they  are  cherish'd  ft  countenanced  by  aaaj 
good  Whigs,  even  bv  some  who  have  risked  their  lives  on  the 
field.  The  Time,  I  hope,  will  come  when  there  will  be  but  one 
Sentiment  respecting  these  Wretches. — ^With  Bespect  to  Sup^ee, 
we  have  just  now  purchased  115  Pieces  of  Linnen,  which  are  in  Hud 
— ft  50  Hhhds.  of  the  most  excellent  Jamaica  Rum  were  hroogbt 
into  a  Port,  equal  to  any  common  Spirit  We  are  ako  upon  a  P1«b 
of  Exportation  of  Flour,  the  Betums  to  be  in  Cloth,  Ac,  fat  the 
Army.  All  other  Modes  beinff  found  ineffectual. — ^£  believe  Broid 
Cloth  is  now  at  MO  %  Y<  at  least,  ft  not  50  Yds.  of  blue  to  be  got 
for  that  in  the  whole  City.  Trimmings  none.  Tou  may  rest  assond 
that  you  will  not  be  passed  or  neglected.  In  the  Fall  I  would  ha?e 
you  send  down  some  prudent,  discreet  Officer  to  take  the  Caie  & 
Direction  of  these  Things  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Troops  with  yoa. 
— You  say  you  dread  a  dishonourable  Peace,  ft  will  bleed  freely  to 
prevent  it — it  is  a  sentiment  worthy  an  American  Officer.  I  hope 
tjiey  will  all  think  with  you,  nor  suffer  their  honest  Minds  to  be 
warp'd  with  Party. 

But  Peace,  I  believe,  b  the  last  Object  in  the  Contemplation  of 
the  British  Ministry ;  the  indosed  Papers  will  shew  you  what  honid 
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Beftalations  they  are  making  in  New  Enffland,  whicb  we  ftreinfomed 
is  onlja  Beginiiiiig  of  the  System  actaa^y  formed  in  the  Cabinet  of 
Gieat  Britain^  &  the  Bzeeation  of  which  even  British  Offioeis  are 
ashamed  of. 

The  Flapers  will  give  you  all  the  News  from  Carolinai  nothing 
having  oome  from  thenee  which  is  not  inserted.  On.  the  North 
Biver,  where  all  Expectations  of  any  Thing  more  than  a  Sleepy 
Campaign  had  mibsided|  Genl.  Wayne  made  the  noble  stroke  ment* 
in  the  inclosed.  It  has  done  him  great  Honour  ft  redounded  not  a 
little  to  that  of  the  State  whose  Ojfieers  b&ve  had  so  great  a 
Share  in  it  Gen.  Sullivan's  expedition  stands  sUll.  Beasons  are 
assigned  that  Provisions  are  scarce  ft  difficult,  however  we  hope  soon 
to  hear  it  is  in  forwardness.  He  has  a  respectable  Foroci  at  least, 
8500  Hen,  but  does  not  think  these  sufficient.  It  grieves  me  to 
find  the  People  of  Westmoreland  backward  in  giving  yon  what 
Assistance  they  can,  you  may  depend  upon  them  having  every 
Stimulus  from  us  to  support  ft  assist  you. 

If  your  Son  writes  you,  as  I  suppose  be  doesy  he  will  remove  every 
Impression  from  your  Mind  that  he  has  been  overlook'd  or  neglected 
by  ns.  I  considered  the  captive  Officers  as  entitled  to  erery  mark 
of  Bespect  &  Attention,  to  a  Be-entrance  into  the  Army  in  the  same 
Bank  as  if  they  had  never  been  captured.  I  drew  the  Besolves  of 
ConsresB  of  the  24  November,  got  them  passed  ft  while  I  remained 
on  the  Committee  of  Arrangement  introduced  a  Number  of  them  ft 
assure  you  delivered  the  List  of  Officers  to  be  provided  for,  to  the 
Board  of  War,  among  whom  was  your  Son.  This  list  went  to 
Camp,  when  a  Board  of  Offioera  was  appointed,  who  finished  the 
Arrangement,  precluded  every  officer  not  then  actually  introduced, 
ft  attempted  to  dislodge  those  who  had.  In  Consequence,  Commis- 
sions were  immediately  obtained  ft  a  Besolve  passed  of  the  most 
ii^urioQs  kind  to  pnt  these  officers  on  the  supernumerary  List  This 
b  a  true  State  of  the  Case,  which  yonr  Son  and  all  the  Officers  well 
know,  as  they  have  ever  found  in  me  a  steady  Friend  ft  Associate^ 
tho'  I  endangered  my  Popularity  with  the  Officers  of  the  lane  by 
espousing  their  Cause  so  wamuy.  I  have  wrote  several  Umes  to 
Genl.  Washington  to  entreat  his  Patronage  of  these  deserving 
Officers,  as  I  found  Injustice  was  like  to  be  done,  but  whether  the 
Torrent  was  too  strong  for  bim  to  resistor  the  great  Concerns  of  bis 
Office  prevented  bis  attending  to  it,  they  have  been  most  cruelly  laid 
aside  with  the  SupemumerarieSi  many  of  whom  you  know  were  fit 
for  nothing  else.  The  first  Beg*  objected  to  receiving  any  of  these 
Officers  ft  the  rest,  as  might  be  exacted,  soon  followed.  However, 
I  have  advised  them  never  to  give  it  up,  ft  have  now  given  your  son 
a  Certificate  of  bis  Merit,  Service,  ftc,  ft  be  is  gone  to  Camp  to 
mak^  a  vigorous  Effort.  You  will  now  exercise  your  own  Judgment 
in  the  Matter,  ft  be  assured  that  had  they  been  my  own  Brothers 
I  could  not  have  done  more  for  them. 

I  must  now  Uiank  yon  for  the  particular  Advicea  yon  have  sent 


got,i 
Thin 
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us  k  bope  j<m  will  ooniiiiiie  so  to  do ;  they  bare  been  lo  satishetoij 
that  besidoB  sendiDg  Ibdm  to  GoDgress,  I  have  given  tbo  Sabstanee 
of  tbom  to  tbe  Pobliok,  in  Bueh  TermB  as  I  tbongbt  due  to  jon  ft 
the  Gentlemen  with  yon.  As  yon  will  see  by  the  inoloasd  l4pon, 
X  also  send  yon  aNews  Paper  in  wbiob  is  a  Pnfooe  to  a  Plan  nnder 
Considemtion  for  tiie  more  efboiual  Provision  of  CMficors  &  Soldien 
at  the  Snd  ai  the  War.  TUa  is  a  Matter  whioh  I  have  mnob  it 
Heart,  ft  shall  nse  what  little  Inflnenoe  I  have  tooarry  itiato  eB&tL 

I  sent  yonr  Letter  to  Oongress  bnt  have  not  heard  of  their  doinc 
any  Thing  for  the  yonng  Delaware  "^ben  yonr  aeit  Supply  of 
Qoathing,  fto.,  goes  np  yon  bad  better  do  something  yourself  or  nvs 
yonr  Offieer  who  may  eome  down,  Instmetions  to  have  some  TmktiL 
>ty  it  is  not  the  Expenoe  so  rnnoh  aa  the  Tronbla  of  proenring  these 

hinge  whioh  prevents  their  being  done. 

The  Restoration  of  pnbliek  Credit  ft  rednotion  of  Prieea,  am  now 
the  great  objects  of  pnbliok  Attention.  Committees  are  xwived  ft 
in  short  there  is  a  Struggle  of  an  latereatiQg  Kind,  wbetbar  it  will 
end  in  a  dying^Oonvnlsion  or  by  a  vigorons  pditioal  Effort  throw  off 
the  Disorder,  Time  must  determine.  It  is  a  good  symptom  h  dums 
there  is  Strength  in  the  Constitution,  Tho'  it  has  long  labonied 
under  tbe  Di^^un  of  Depreoiation. 

Ton  will  centinne  yonr  Aoe^  as  ISme  ft  Oppr  admit,  8t  foefiafa 
me,  Sir, 

With  due  Regard  ft  Esteem, 

Your  most  obed.  f^  very  H'bble  Serv^ 


Col.  Johh  Wbtzbl  to  Prss.  Bsbd,  1T79. 

To  His  Bzoeleney  Joeeph  Reed  Bsq^  President  of  the  Bnpvaam 
Sxeoutive  Council  and  the  HonoQiable  Membem  of  the  OoniMel  of 
this  State. 
Gentlemen, 

I  this  moment  Rec'  an  express  from  Go^  Strouds,  informing  me 
that  he  hourly  expected  an  ataek  from  the  Indians,  (their  beins  a 
Large  Bodey  ot^em  the  numbers  not  yet  known)  at^the  MineaiiSa, 
and  are  Got  Down  as  farr  as  Aaron  Frandenburs,  in  y*  Jerseys,  and 
tha^  have  burnt  bis  house  and  Bam,  and  have  taken  sum  prissenen 
their.  Gent*  Col"  Stroud  in  his  Letter  to  me  Greatly  Complains 
for  the  whant  of  Aminition  and  whee  have  know  Aminition  hear  to 
send  him  I  humbly  beg  your  Excelenoy  will  give  Orders  to  the 
Comss''  of  M.  Stores  for  sum  Aminition  I  haveing  Ordered  a  number 
of  men  up  to  Colo  Strouds  Assistance  as  fast  as  possibly. 

JOHN  WETZEL,  Uen*.* 

Northampton,  y«  22nd  of  July,  1779. 

-"*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  67,  65,  also  page  578  of  this. 
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John  Yahoixpkn  to  Prbb.  Bxio,  1779. 

Lower  Smithfieldi 

July  22, 1779. 
Honif  Sir, 

This  momtng  I  Returned  liome  from  Mian  jesink  at  which  plftoe 
I  left  last  Evening  where  I  was  the  spectator  of  great  Distress's  of 
many  Families  left  bare  and  destitute  of  all  Necessaries  of  life  who 
lived  formerly  in  the  Midst  of  Plenfy,  the  Depredations  of  the 
Bnemy  your  Honour  will  Observe  by  the  Inelos'd  Deposition  the 
People  in  general  are  all  fled  in  Forts  Both  sides  of  the  River  the 
Distress's  is  very  great  In  our  parts  ft  adjicent  Neighbours,  aflter 
Informing  yoor  Hon'  of  all  the  Distress's,  I  am  much  pleas'd  to  see 
the  People  animated  with  such  spirit,  one  Hund'd  ft  five  men  under 
the  Command  of  Major  Meeker  of  the  Slate  of  New  york  by  the 
last  Aooonnts  Last  Evening  was  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy  within 
four  or  five  miles  Distance  of  their  Rsar,  this  morning  one  Clock, 
P.  M.,  Capt  Shymer  mareh't  across  the  River  Deleware  with  one 
hundred  ft  seven^  men  with  an  intent  to  head  them  off  at  the 
mouth  of  Lakervack  taken  with  him  5  Days  Provision.  I  Flattte 
my  self  in  a  few  Days  to  give  y*  Honour  an  agreeable  aocouni  of 
those  brave  men  who  are  always  tleady  to  step  Forth  Ia  the  DefiBODoe 
of  their  Cmitry. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Hon*  Most  Obd* 

Horn'*  s^rv* 

JOHN  VANCAMPBN.* 

P.  B.  We  have  appl/d  to  our  Leiu's  sundry  times  for  Relief 
but  none  yet  Came. 

CoIL  Jacob  Stmwd  facts  the  part  of  a  Brave  officer  with  a  few  of 
his  Neighbours  who  Soouts  in  the  woods  with  him. 

*  Bee  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  62. 
t  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  66. 
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Col.  Sam*  Huhtbb  to  Col*  Matthew  Shice,  1779. 

Fort  Augusta,  23d  Jnlji  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  have  Realjr  Distressing  times  at  present  in  this  County  Ooet- 
rioned  bj  the  late  Depredations  committed  by  the  Savages  on  oar  D^ 
fenceless  Frontiers,  Immediately  after  the  Evaouatioa  of  Fort  Money, 
the  Indians  began  their  cruel  murders  again — the  3d  Ins'  tbej  kUkd 
three  men,  &  took  two  Prisoners  at  Lycoming— ^e  eighth  Insi,  they 
burned  the  Widdow  Smiths  Mills  ft  killd  one  man,  17^  InsS  they 
killd  two  men,  and  took  three  Prisoners  from  Fort  Brady,  tlie  smin 
day  they  Burned  Starrets  Millaft  all  the  Prinoeable  Houses  in  Money 
Township,  the  20th  Ins',  they  killd  three  men  at  Freelands  Fort^iod 
took  two  Prisoners,  them  sticking  so  close  to  this  County  aftsr  the 
Continental!  troops  has  marched  to  Wyoming,  has  intimidftted  the 
people  so  much  that  they  are  Kealy  on  the  JSve  of  deserting  the 
County  intirely  as  there  is  no  Prospect  of  any  assistanoe,  that  the 
People  on  the  Frontiers  Could  get  tb^  Haryists  put  up,  I  thovgbt 
the  army  marching  Even  to  Wyoming  would  Draw  jthe  attention  of 
the  Savages  from  us,  but  I  think  it  never  was  worse  than  at  present, 
and  without  some  Beinfofoeraents  is  sent  to  this  County  soon  frau 
some  of  our  neighbouring  Countys  its  not  probable  the  little  Fort««e 
have  at  Freelands  &  Boons  can  stand  long,  suppose  I  never  see  the 
People  of  this  County  behave  more  spirited  then  they  do  at  preeeot, 
suppose  Beduced  to  a  few,  I  have  Just  arrived  after  being  on  e 
Scout  along  Muncy  Hill  ft  we  made  a  great  Discovery  where  the 
Savages  had  been  along  the  Frontiers  &  taken  off  a  number  of 
Horses. 

I  am   . 
Dear  S',  your 

most  Hunib'l  Serv* 

SAM'L  HUNTBB.* 

P.  S.  We  are  scarce^of  ammuniticm  Especialy  Lead  there  is  none. 
JHrected, 
To  Col«  Mathew  Smith. 

*  8ee  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  62. 
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John  Yancampbn  to  Prxs.  Bsbb,  1779. 

Honored  8% 

It  18  with  Distress  of  mind  I  Repeat  Writing  to  yonr  Exelenoy  in 
CoDfirmation  to  what  I  mentioned  to  yonr  Exelenoy  yesterday  by 
Capt.  Shrawder  it  is  Now  an  Undonbted  ease  with  me  that  this 
Operation  will  bd  as  it  seems  to  appears  by  Butlers  Orders  to  Oapt 
Caldwell. 

By  lizpriss  this  morning  we  are  informed  The  Enemy  are  Legally 
Encamped  at  Willes  milT  and  Grinding  all  the  grain  that  was  in 
the  Mill  and  What  they  can  collect  in  I^fiance  of  all  the  Forces  that 
can  be  collected  at  present  They  have  jesterdav  takeing  three 
Prisoners  in  Jersey,  and  Killed  20  head  of  Homed  Cattle « and  all 
The  Horses  of  Morgan  Desheay  in  Pensylvania,  The  Entilligence  by 
Express  will  Acompanie  This  my  letter  to  your  Exelenoy,  I  have  no 
Farther  Doubt  unless  Speedy  l^lief  by  Additions  to  all  the  Small 
Foroes  we  can  Collect  we  will  not  be  able  to  Believe  the  poor  people 
that  are  Fled  into  Forts  For  the  Perserratien  of  their  Lives. 

There  seems  at  Present  no  Prospect  but  Distress  and  Distraction  in 
this  part  of  this  Cuntry,  it  Seems  to  appeare  that  the  object  of  the 
Enemy  is  as  much  Designed  against  Jersey  as  pensylvania. 

I  oould  wish  to  have  the  State  of  the  Operation  of  the  Enemy  sent 
to  me  Qualifyed  to  Capt.  Hover  our  Informer  is  a  man  of  undoubted 
Carreter. 

I  Entend  this  afternoon  to  Set  of  to  See  and  learn  the  movement 
of  JiUemy,  if  any  Farther  Intelligence  Properly  Aserted  by  Qnallifi- 
cation. 

I  have  the  Honor 

S',  to  be  your 

Exellencys  most 

obb*  Hum»  Serv*, 

JOHN  VANCAMPBN  * 
DirectX, 

To  His  Excelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Free*  Ph>*. 

*  Bee  Ool.  Reo.  YoL  XII.,  p.  62,  this  letter  has  no  datebmt  from  the  nr 
f erenee  to  a  former  one  is  probably  28d  July. 
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Col.  Lewis  Kioola  to  Pbb&  Bbed^  1779. 

Sir, 

Just  trrived  a  deeerter  from  the  88*  who  left  Yerplaaks  poiBttio 
days  before  Oeo.  Wajnes  attack  on  Stonj  point :  He  says  the  enemj 
hare  made  an  abbatis  acroM  the  point  defended  by  eome  block  bouM 
&  a  large  atobe  house.  The  troops  there  were  the  38'  lojal  Amerir 
cans  &  Capt.  Fergusons  company  of  Rifle  men  &  6  pieces  of  Ctniioii. 
No  ships  of  force  then  there  but  a  sloop  of  war  &  some  row  gdlia: 
suppose  the  83  (o  be  between  8  &  4  hundred  strong,  the  Gompaoj 
he  belonged  to  was  82  duty  men.  Two  others  deserted  with  him. 
Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that^ 
I  am  with  respect. 

Sir,  your  most 

obedient  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
July  24th,  1779. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Exeellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 


GoL.  Lkwis  Nicola  to  Pab6.  Bsbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Fire  natives  of  Yirgjnia  deserters  from  the  English  haTC  been  witk 
me  and  give  the  following  account. 

When  the  English  were  in  Virginia  they  had  parties  on  the  re- 
cruting  service,  which  by  threats  compelled  21  to  enlbt,  most  if  not 
all  in  the  Legion  of  whom  12  including  the  present  five  have  deaertei 

They  left  the  enemy  consistinff  of  the  Legion,  RangeiSi  17tk 
Dragoons  k  some  infantry,  the  12th  Inst  at  Marronneck.  Sosdij 
11th  Bedford  was  burned  besides  aeveral  hopseson  the  road,  tkeneD 
plundering  every  thing  they  can  carry  off,  about  two  weeks  befon 
they  deeertod  a  pa^ty  went  to  PeuBds  rii%;e,  whoee  behavioor  ismta- 
tioned  in  the  inclosed  affidavit. 

The'  they  did  not  desert  Hill  Monday  evening  they  did  not  bear 
of  North  Castle  or  saw  pitts  being  burned  that  day,  are  all  igsonoft 
of  the  orders  mentioned  in  summers^s  information,  as  also  of  the  man 
burned,  and  fruit  trees  out  down. 

When  enlisted  were  promised  8  guineas  a  man  but  received  neitiier 
bounty  or  pay  but  were  clothed  as  soon  as  they  got  to  New  York. 

Deaertton  very  great^  not  a  day  psssing  but  some  got  off  Heini  o' 
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the  5  deserters  put  to  death,  as  mentioned  by  Sammers^  bat  do  not 
know  what  number  deserted  that  day. 

While  the  above  five  were  under  examination,  fonr  more  came, 
vis  8  Europeans  from  different  English  regiments,  k  one  an  Amerioan 
from  Emerioks. 

They  deserted  on  the  march  between  East  Chester  and  Horseneck 
about  two  weeks  sinoe,  the  Army  then  consisting  of  about  5000  men 
under  the  command  of  Qen.  Clinton — ^two  were  obliged  to  conceal 
themselves  in  the  woods  till  the  English  had  marched  off,  then  passed 
by  Bedford,  which  was  in  ashes,  one  house  excepted,  heard  the  En- 
glish had  burned  some  houses  at  North  Castle. 
Permit  mc  to  assure  you  that  I  am, 
Your  Excellencys 

most  obedient  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

July  24th,  1779. 

P.  S.  Looking  over  the  above  I  find  I  have  omitted  the  following 
particulars,  on  the  expedition  to  Pound  ridge  16  prisoners  were  taken 
8  light  horsemen  &  8  militia,  also  a  fine  stand  of  Colours  fringed 
round  with  silver,  this  I  suppose  must  have  been  the  standard  of  the 
Light  horse  taken  in  the  house  were  they  were  surprised.  The  Qen- 
tlemans  house  burned  was  near  the  meeting  house,  informants  cannot 
assign  any  excuse  for  killing  the  three  men  but  heard  it  was  insolent 
answers  given  to  questions  asked. 

IXreeted. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


Philadelphia. 
July  24th,  1779,  Thomas  Portlock  came  before  me,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  peace  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia  &  voluntarily  made 
Oath  that  about  a  month  since  he  was  on  a  ^arty  from  the  English 
forces,  then  lying  about  five  miles  from  Philips  meadow,  to  a  place 
called  Pound  ridge  when  they  burned  the  meeting-house,  &  on  their 
return  several  other  houses  particularly  a  gentiemans  in  which  three 
men  were  killed.  He  passed  by  a  New  England  Light  Horse  man 
out  and  mangled  in  a  most  shocking  manner  who  complained  his  back 
-vras  broken  &  he  was  unable  to  stand,  informant  aherwards  heard 
he  had  been  entirely  stripped  by  the  Yaugers,  several  other  Houses 
-vrould  have  been  burned  but  for  the  interposition  of  Maj'  Oanphan 
of  the  Legion,  who  preserved  as  many  as  he  could,  &  further  saith 
not. 

THOMAS  PORTLOCK. 
Sworn  before  me, 

JNO.  ORD. 
Vol.  VIL— 25 
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Prbst.  Rbbd  to  Lt.  John  Piper,  1779. 

In  CouBcil,  Philada.,  July  24th,  1779. 

The  letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  an  Extract  has  been  laid- 
before  this  Board,  &  as  this  is  the  first  Information  we  have  had  of 
any  Late  Ravages  of  the  Indians  it  has  given  us  much  Concern  & 
Surprize.  We  trusted  the  Inhabitants  of  your  County  were  fully 
apprized  of  the  Measures  we  took  for  their  Relief  as  early  as  last 
March.  Either  Help  must  be  drawn  from  the  County  itself  or  its 
Neighbours — if  the  Militia  Laws  are  supported  &  rigorously  executed 
there  can  be  no  Doubt  but  a  County  would  find  in  itself  very  power- 
ful Resources  against  Danger  &  Destruction,  but  if  Officers  are 
harassed  by  Suits,  Replevins  issued  when  the  Fines  are  imposed, 
&  every  Step  taken  to  harass  &  oppose  those  who  are  acting  to  the 
best  of  their  Judgment  &  Ability  under  the  Laws  of  the  State,  the 
Consequences  will  undoubtedly  be  ruinous  to  the  County — nor  will 
their  Neighbours  be  disposed  to  assist  them  when  they  see  them 
wanting  to  themselves.  We  hope  these  Remarks  are  not  applicable 
to  the  County  of  Bedford,  and  that  this  Board  might  show  the 
fullest  attention  to  them  we  ord*'  125  Men,  properly  offioered,  to 
march  from  York  &  Lancaster  to  cover  the  Inhabitants  of  Bedford 
during  their  Seed  Time  &  Harvest.  Why  those  Counties  did  not 
obey  the  Orders  will  be  a  proper  Subject  of  Inquiry  by  the  Members 
of  Assembly.  We  are  by  no  Means  satisfied  with  the  Reasons  we 
have  heard,  but  are  fully  oonsdons  that  nothing  was  omitted  by  us 
either  in  Time  or  Circumstance  to  give  the  desired  Relief.  To 
repeat  our  Order  will  we  apprehend  be  quite  unnecessary  as  we  do 
not  know  that  greater  Re^i^rd  will  be  paid  to  the  2'  than  the  first 
We  hoped  that  as  long  as  Capt.  Cluggages  Company  stayed  in  the 
County,  &  we  understaind  it  is  yet  there,  it  would  have  afforded  the 
Inhabitants  some  Assistance.  On  the  Representation  of  Mr.  Smith, 
Member  of  Assembly,  that  the  Townships  of  Air  &  Bethel  could 
from  their  Situation  give  Assistance  to  others  less  exposed,  we 
passed  the  inclosed  Resolution,  which- was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Martin., 
one  of  your  Sub^Lieutenants,  who,  we  were  informed  lived  at  such. 
Distance  from  you  that  in  an  Emergencie  there  would  not  be  time 
to  send  to  you,  &  therefore  in  such  Case  gave  him  Authority  to  act 
himself.  If  any  other  Use  has  been  made  of  it  it  has  been  contrary 
to  our  Intention,  as  it  is  our  earnest  Wbh  that  all  publiek  Business 
should  be  conducted  in  its  proper  Line  &  in  regular  Channels. — ^And 
we  beg  you  &  Qyetj  other  Gentleman  acting  in  publiok  Authority 
to  be  assured  that  this  Board  will  upon  all  Occasions  support  the 
Officers  of  Governm*  in  the  faithful  Discharge  of  their  Duty  ag*  any 
Opposition,  either  by  vexatious  Suits  in  Law  or  of  any  other  Sjnd ; 
as  they  we  trust  will  endeavour  so  to  act  as  to  afford  as  little  just 
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Caofld  of  ComplaiDt  as  possible.    If  there  are  any  Supplies  necessary 
for  yovr  County  we  desire  you  will  acquaint  us,  as  the  Intimation 
that  your  County  is  pointed  out  for  Destruction  appears  to  us  to 
have  proceeded  rather  from  Mistake  than  otherwise. 
I  am  Sir;  your  obed. 

&  very  Hbble.  servt. 


President  Reed  to  Colonel  Wetzel,  1779, 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  22d  Inst.*  was  duly  received;  &  your  Request 
immediately  complied  with, — Mr.  Hougbenbirch  having  rec'  200^1* 
of  Powder  &  800<'^  of  Lead,  for  which  he  will  stand  accountable  to 
you.  The  unexpected  Incursion  has  given  us  great  Concern,  but  as 
we  hope  there  will  be  sufficient  Vigor  &  Spirit  in  the  Inhabitants  to 
repel  those  WretcheS;  who  cannot  be  sufficiently  numerous  or 
terrible  to  require  more  Resistance  than  the  People  can  give.  We 
desire  you  in  particular  to  give  all  necessary  Directions  &  Aid- 
assuring  you  that  nothing  shidl  be  wanting  on  our  Parts  to  support 
&  supply  you. 

I  am  Sir^ 

Your  obed.  HbbL  Serv. 

jTuly  24, 1779. 

Direciedf  ^ 

To  Col.  Wetzel,  Lieut,  of  Northampton. 


Commbrc'l  Committbb  or  CoNaRBSS  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 


J 


Commercial  Committee,  24th  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Committee  i^ppinted  by  Congress  to  superintend  the  Com- 
missary of  Provisions  Department  informed  this  Committee  that 
theire  Is  at  present  on  hand  in  the  Public  Magazines,  Pork,  Beef 
and  Flour  in  greater  quantities  than  the  armies  can  consume  before 
it  will  become  perishable.  It  is  therefore  recommended  by  the 
Commissarial  Committee,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Minister  of 

*  Bee  page  572. 
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Franoe,  that  the  Commercial  Committee  immediately  iflsae  their 
order  for  shipping  to  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo  two  thousand 
Barrels  of  Pork,  one  thousand  Barrels  of  Beef,  and  one  thousand 
Barrels  of  Flour,  for  the  supplying  His  most  Christian  Majesty's 
forces  on  that  Island,  the  Minister  having  promised  that  the  same 
shall  be  paid  for  at  the  Market  Prices  there. 

We  therefore  request  your  Excellency's  permission  for  shipping 
the  above  mentioned  quantity  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
We  are  respectfully 

your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  &  Humble  Servants, 
(Signed  by  order,)  FRAS.  LEWIS.* 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council,  Pennsylvania. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Mr.  Holkbr,  1779. 

in  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  24%  1779. 
Sir, 

After  the  Visit  you  favoured  me  with  yesterday  k  Consideration 
of  the  Points  on  which  we  conversed  I  wrote  the  Letter  inclosed  & 
about  6  o'clock  the  Answer  also  inclosed  was  delivered  me.  I 
informed  the  Gentlemen  that  I  had  seen  yon  that  Morning  that  yoa 
conceived  yourself  able  to  remove  the  Imputations  conveyed  in  their 
Representation  &  had  requested  the  Council  to  point  out  the  Parts 
of  your  Conduct  on  which  Doubts  might  arise.  The  Gentlemen 
promised  me  they  would  inform  the  other  Gentlemen  what  I  had 
represented  &  also  that  I  still  thought  there  would  be  an  Impro- 
priety in  making  the  Publication  in  the  present  Circumstances.  I 
observe  this  Morning  that  the  Gentlemen  have  been  of  a  different 
OpAnion  doubtless  deeming  themselves  under  a  publick  Obligation 
to  communicate  the  Transaction  to  the  World  without  Delay.f 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

SiT;  Tou  most  obed. 

Hbble.  Ber. 

P.  S.    Not  having  any  Copies  of  the  inclosed  must  beg  you  to 
return  them  after  Perusal 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XTI.,  pp.  59,  61. 
t  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  69--61,  68. 
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Cou  Francis  Johnston  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1779. 

May  it  please  yonr  EzcelF j, 

Since  the  brilliant  afiair  of  General  Wayne  at  Stony  Point, 
nothing  of  conseqaenoe  has  tum'd  np.  Oor  whole  Army  is  now  at 
and  within  the  vicinity  of  West  Point,  hnsily  emplo/d  in  erecting 
Batteries,  Redonbte,  &o.,  &c.,  so  that  the  top  of  each  fur  Eminence  w*^ 
not  lonff  since  amased  the  sight  with  a  delightfol  exhibition  of  Trees, 
is  now  become  the  seat  of  War — the  Enemy  are  as  bnsily  employed 
in  repairing  their  old  works  at  Stony  point,  &  compleating  their  new 
ones  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  airer,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  convey  to  yonr  Bxcell'  the  most  distant  Idea  how  onr  future 
opperations  will  tend  the  ensning  Campaign. 

Had  we  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  succeeded  against  Ver- 
plank's  point,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River,  at  the  time  of 
General  Wayne's  assault  on  Stony  Point,  I  should  not  have  hesi- 
tated in  giving  you  a  decisive  opinion  respecting  the  Events  of  the 
present  year-Hsertain  I  am  that  the  loss  of  the  Enemies  Works  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  River,  wou'd  either  have  terminated  in  the 
total  loss  of  their  Army,  or  at  least  have  rendered  the  Campaign 
very  easy-^this  consequence  likewise  wou'd  have  flowed  from  it--* 
the  Reduction  of  N.  York  previous  to  the  arrival  of  a  Reinforce- 
ment 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ezcell^  that  tho'  we  are  not  often 
favor'd  with  intelligence  from  the  Southward,  yet  we  lately  obtain'd 
a  sight  of  a  Penn*  Paper,  in  which  we  observ'd  a  piece,  the  signa- 
ture of  which  was  a  Citisen  of  Philad*,  wherein  the  author  discovers 
a  real  attachment  to  his  Country,  by  his  manly,  generous  &  judicious 
animadversions  on  the  situation  of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  &  by 
Lis  ardent  desire  to  reward  -their  unwearied  endeavors  in  the  cause 
of  Liberty — various  are  the  conjectures  about  the  supposed  Author, 
for  my  own  part  I  cannot  conceive  myself  at  any  great  loss  to  find 
him  out,  as  I  have  the  honor  to  be  personally  acquainted  with  your 
Sxoell^  abilities,  as  well  as  your  uniform  desire  of  doing  justice  to 
the  Army. 

And  as  I  am  now  upon  the  subject  of  the  Army,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  conveying  you  my  sentiments  thereon.  Your  Exoell^ 
may  rest  assured  that  nothing  less  than  half  pay  for  life  will  satisfy 
the  officers — I  am  warranted  in  saying  this,  having  repeatedly  heard 
the  sentiments  of  the  most  respectable  part  of  Uiem — this,  Sir,  is 
what  they  expect,  what  they  think  their  perseverance  under  every 
difficulty  in  y*  worst  of  times,  &  their  services  merit,  and  what  I  am 
confident  they  will  insist  on,  &  that  too  unfettered  by  any  Laws  of 
their  respective  States  abridging  their  Righu  or  JPrivileges  as  Citi- 
zens, for  we  all  unanimously  agree  in  this,  that  that  no  inducement 
however  lucrative,  should  court  our  longer  continuance  in  the  Field, 
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cou'd  we  believe  our  Countrymen  so  base  as  to  urn  at  the  destrnction 
of  our  Civil  Bights,  Rights  for  which  we  have  fought  k  bled, 
&  Rights  which  we  are  determined  to  hand  down  unsullied  to 
Posterity. 

Under  the  auspicious  administration  of  Tour  Exoell^  this  I  write 
without  the  least  tinoture  of  adulation,  your  officers  &  men  have  a 
well  grounded  prospect  of  a  speedy  redress  of  every  grievance  to 
which  the  changes  of  the  times  or  the  calamities  of  War  may  svbjeet 
them,  &  entertain  no  doubts  but  they  will  meet  with  tiiat  oompenn- 
tion  w^  their  past  &  future  services  may  claim  at  the  end  of  the  War. 
What  your  Ezoell^  has  already  done  for  us  is  a  sufficient  proof  of 
this. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  have  not  yet  kid 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  any  Law  of  the  State,  ratifying  the  BeselTe 
of  the  Honble  House  respecUog  our  half  pay  for  lafe,  &  that  saeh  s 
Law  wou'd  yield  us  infinite  satisfaction — ^this  by  no  means  proeeeds 
from  a  want  of  confidance  in  the  plighted  faith  of  our  State,  Jbot 
merely  from  this  principle — as  we  have  sacrificed  our  time,  our  little 
Estates  &  our  Health  (the  most  valuable  of  blessings)  in  the  defenoe 
of  our  Country,  we  would  willingly  convince  our  families  of  the 
propriety  of  our  longer  continuance  in  the  service,  by  showing  them 
the  liberal  but  just  and  permanent  provision  we  shall  enjoy  when 
we  shall  again  assume  the  Character  of  the  peaceful  Citixen. 

It  .has  been  reported,  not  ions  since>  that  CoL  Atlee  propons 
coming  into  our  Line  again,  shou'd  this  report  be  true,  there  is  not 
a  Command*  officer  of  a  iRegiment  from  the  State,  or  I  am  much 
mistaken,  who  will  willingly  submit  to  it.  The  Colonel's  being  a 
Member  of  Congress,  we  apprehend,  is  alone  a  powerful  reason 
against  his  readmissiOn  into  the  Line,  indeed  it  wou'd  be  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  very  Rules  of  Congress,  as  well  as  the  Laws  of  the 
State,  if  I  am  rightly  instructed — &  had  Col.  Atlee  seriously  ente^ 
tained  such  an  intention  I  should  have  thought  he  wou'd  not  have 
suffered  two  vacancies  to  be  fill'd  without  a  single  objection  or  an 
application  for  them.  I  wou'd  add  farther,  that  when  I  wu  ap- 
pointed Comm'  G-en^  of  Prisoners  by  the  Honble  Congress,  I  made 
an  application  to  them  for  leave  to  retain  my  rank  in  the  line,  while 
I  performed  the  Duty  of  Comm^^  of  Prisoners,  having  expectations  of 
recovering  my  health  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  which  at  that 
time  was  much  impaired  in  the  service,  &  [then  returning  to  mj 
Duty  in  the  Field,  this  requisition  was  denied  me,  tho  I'  had  H^ 
Excell'  General  Washington's  sanction  for  it,  merdiy  on  this  princi- 
ple— that  no  officer  in  the  Army  shou'd  hold  any  other  Post. 

I  shou'd  not  have  troubled  jonr  Sxcell'  thus  far  on  this  suljeet, 
as  I  am  not  immediately  interested  in  the  matter  myself,  but  my 
Duty  &  love  of  harmony  induced  me  to  write  you  my  sentiments  on 
this  occasion,  being  well  assured  that  an  introduction  c^  Colonel  Atlee 
again  into  the  Line  of  the  State,  wou'd  introduce  discontent  &  new 
disorders.    The  offioen  would  esteem  tbemaelves  honor'd  by  a  Line 
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from  your  Ezcell''  on  this  head;  w^  will  prevent  a  Remonstraxiee 
from  being  presented. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Ezcellen* 

most  ob*  Serv*^ 

]?.  JOHNSTON. 
Camp,  West  Point,  Julj  25,  '79. 

Drecied^ 

His  Ezoelk  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
^  Capt-  Zeigler. 


6bk.  St.  Claie  to  President  Bsed,  1779. ' 

West  Point,  July  26th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  \b^  by  If  Broadhead  oame  to  Hand  two 
Days  ago.  All  the  attention  shall  be  paid  to  his  Case  that  is 
possible  and  if  he  can  be  admitted  again  into  the  Line,  without 
rabing  new  Disturbanees,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me.  It  was 
not  owing  to  his  being  a  Prisoner  that  he  was  left  out,  but  to  an 
opinion  that  prevailed  that  he  had  laid  aside  all  Thoughts  of  the 
Army,  and  meant  to  follow  a  meroantile  Life,  in  whieh  it  was  con* 
'fidently  asserted  he  was  engaged,  in  that  Way,  the  most  obnoxious 
to  the  offloers,  known  by  the  Name  of  Speculation.  Justice'  and 
not  Favour,  I  hone  will  ever  govern  the  Determination  of  the 
Officers,  when  called  upon  to  decide  on  the  Bights  of  each  other,  and 
I  can  assure  you  there  does  not  appear  the  smallest  Disposition  to 
add  Injury  to  the  Misfortunes  of  those  who  have  been  Prisoners,  at 
the  same  time  it  is  a  pretty  general  Sentiment,  that  the  bringing 
-the.  Officers  who  were  taken  at  Fort  Washington  into  the  Begiments 
they  then  belonged  to  is  a  very  great  hardship  upon  the  Officers  now 
of  those  Begiments — The  Places  of  those  Gentlemen  having  been 
filled  up  by  the  Gouncill  of  Safety,  and  the  Begiments  now  raised — 
nothing  of  the  old  ones  remaining  but  the  Number,- and  in  sonko 
Oases  a  few  of  the  principall  officers  for  whom  Vacancys  were 
kept  open. 

I  am  sorry  to  remark  that  in  the  Accounts  of  the  Monies  advanced 
for  the  recruiting  Service  in  the  last  Transmission  as  well  as  the 
others,  the  largest  sums  are  in  the  Hands  of  Gentlemen  who  are  not 
DOW  in  service,  which  will  encrease  the  Difficulty  of  closing  the 
Accounts  however  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  Hands  they  are 
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neftriy  stated  and  in  a  few  Days  sball  be  transmitted  to  the  CovmoIL 
M'  Matlack  did  send  an  Acoount,  besides  the  first,  which  eune  to 
hand. 

It  gives  me  much  Pleasare  to  see  that  you  have  taken  up  a 
Subjeet  to  which  you  can  do  so  mnch  Justice,  and  I  do  for  mysdf 
and  the  rest  of  the  officers  offer  you  oar  sincere  and  hearty  Thanla 
for  your  very  elegant  address  to  the  public  in  the  Character  of  a 
Citizen  of  PhiUdelphia,  which  cannot  fail  to  make  ImpresnoBs 
favourable  to  the^Plan  yon  are  about  to  propose,  as  it  has  added  to 
the  grateful  sense  the  officers  have  of  your  Attention  to  their 
Interests.  It  is  a  Matter  I  have  long  wished  to  see  some  Person  of 
Capacity  and  Influence  undertake,  as  the  Situation  of  the  officen 
especially  those '  who  have  Families,  which  is  the  Case  with  a 
Number,  from  the  exorbitant  Prices  of  every  Necessary  of  life,  and 
the  depreciated  state  of  the  Money  is  truly  deplorable — for  my  own 
Part  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  continue  in  the  Service  without 
reducing  mine  to  Beggary,  as  I  have  already  spent  all  the  Money  I 
had  been  able  to  get  before-hand,  and  have  lost  upwards  of  twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  by  the  Money  in  which  I  was  paid  for  mj  Farm 
which  my  absence  from,  obliged  me  to  dispose  of. 

Many  of  our  Regiments  are  very  weak  and  in  the  Course  of  this 
Campaign  will  dwindle  down  to  nothing  and  the  Means  of  reorniting 
them  grows  every  Day  more  difficult.  The  People  of  Virginia,! 
am  told,  raised  their  last  Recruits,  to  the  amount  of  two  Thonsaod 
by  taxing  the  several  Battallions  of  Militia  with  a  certain  nomher 
of  Men,  in  proportion  to  their  several  strength,  to  be  readj  at  a 
fixed  Day,  and  in  case  of  Failure  they  were  then  to  be  draughted 
from  them  by  Lott^  leaving  it  to  the  Battallions  to  make  what  Terms 
they  pleased  with  the  Individuals  who  might  be  willing  to  engage 
It  succeeded — The  fear  of  being  draughted  and  thereby  missing  the 
proffered  Reward^  acting  upon  the  lower  Class,  and  the  same  Feir 
of  the  Lett  falling  upon  them,  prompting  those  in  easy  circam- 
stances  to  make  the  offered  Reward  very  considerable — Would  not 
some  such  Scheme  succeed  with  Us  too — the  seventy  five  Dollars 
allowed  by  Congress  to  recruiting  officers  might  also  be  applied  to 
this  Purpose — ^this  is  however  a  very  indigested  Hint  The 
Demands  upon  Us  for  Waggoners  likewise  weakens  us  very  much-* 
there  are  so  many  Men  lost  in  time  of  action,  and  are  ffenerallj  lost 
for  good  and  All  at  the  close  of  the  Campaign — ^These  f  think  might 
possibly  be  got  from  the  Militia — their  Pay  is  considerable  and  the 
Service  easy. 

It  is  with  great  Pleasure  that  I  inform  you  the  Uneasiness  that 
prevailed  amongst  the  Soldiery  with  respect  to  the  Time  they  stood 
engaged  for  is  at  an  End.  The  present  of  one  hundred  Dollan, 
made  by  Congress  to  those  who  were  engaged  prior  to  January  last 
came  most  opportunely,  and  was  made  so  good  use  of,  that  the  whole 
very  nearly,  have  accepted  it;  signing  at  the  same  time  an  aoknovi- 
edgment  that  they  were  enlisted  during  the  War ;  so  that  I  have  the 
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fltron^est  Hopes  we  shall  be  do  more  troubled  with  Meetings,  Com- 
binations  and  Desertions,  which  had  risen  to  a  very  alarming  heighth 
and  threatened  very  serious  Consequences. 

JChis  will  be  delivered  by  Gap^  Zeigler  who  goes  for  a  farther 
Supply,  a  small  Guard  is  necessary  for  an  escort,  but,  as  we  know 
not  how  soon  all  the  Men  we  have  may  be  wanted,  I  have  sent  him 
without  one,  trusting  that  a  few  of  the  Invalids  may  be  sent  up  with 
him,  who  would  answer  the  purpose  perfectly  well,  and  save  so 
many  Men  from  the  Line.  Some  of  them  might  also  serve  as  Scale 
Hen  and  Assistants  to  the  Gommissarys  which  we  are  likewise  obliged 
to  furnish,  and  which  takes  from  Us  some  of  our  best  Serjeants. 

The  Reduction  of  the  Post  at  Stony  Point  you  have  received  an 
Account  of.  It  was  a  very  gallant  well  conducted  Enterprize,  and 
reflects  ereat  Honour  upon  General  Wayne,  and  all  the  officers,  both 
for  the  V  igour  with  which  it  was  executed,  and  the  Humanity  and 
Generosity  the  Prisoners  were  treated  with — ^There  is  not  an 
Instance  of  a  Place  carried  bv  Assault  where  so  few  of  the  Defend- 
ants have  been  put  to  Death.  My  Friend  Colonell  Butler  com- 
manded one  of  the  Attacks,  and  distinguished  himself.  The  Enemy 
have  again  taken  Post  there,  but  not,  I  think  with  Intention  to  hold 
it,  but  the  better  to  cover  the  Evacuation  of  the  Post  on  the  opposite 
Shore  they  will  'probably  soon  abandon  both — Be  that  as  it  will 
they  are  certunly  on  the  Eve  of  some  important  Movement,  having 
drawn  their  whole  Army  down  to  Kings  Bridge,^and  Dispositions 
are  made,  it  js  said,  to  evacuate  New  York. 

Will  you  please  to  present  my  most  respectful  Compliments  to 
the  Ladies  of  your  Family  and  believe  me  with  much  Bespect  and 
Esteem 

Sir  your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant 

A'  ST.  CLAHL 

P.  S.  The  officers  make  great  Complaints  against  Farmer  for  the 
Quality  of  the  West  India  Goods  purchased  by  him,  the  Bum  and 
Sugar  particularly  one  Hhd.  of  the  last  was  most  certainly  not 
merchantable,  but  I  suppose  it  was  cheap  oil  that  Account. 

Dirtctedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 

25* 
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.  Wm,  Maclay  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Paxton,  July  26th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  jusfc  returned  from  Sunburj ;  The  whole  of  the  Troops  hiu 
left  that  Place,  a  week  ago,  and  I  am  satisf/d  That  Genl.  Sullivan 
will  move  forward  with  the  Expedition  perhaps  this  Tery  daj ;  a 
more  happy  incident  conld  not  have  happened  than  the  rise  of  the 
Susqaehannah,  at  this  critical  and  unexpected  Time ;  notwitbtao- 
ding  some  unlucky  delays,  my  Hopes  are  now  high,  with  respect  to 
the  Northern  Expedition ;  I  must  however  leave  this  pleasing  ezpeo- 
tation,  and  say  a  Word  or  Two  of  the  deplorable  Situation  of  Nor- 
thumberland County ;  Stript  of  the  whole  of  the  standing  Army, 
and  without  a  sinele  Man  save  the  Militia  of  the  County  and  U 
men  under  the  Command  of  a  Capt.  Kamplio*  and  almost  everj 
Young  Man  on  the  Frontier  engaged  in  the  Boat  Service ;  thej 
sufifer  more  than  ever,  from  the  Savase  Depreciations  of  an  horrid 
Enemy;  every  thing  above  Muncy  Hifl,  is  abandoned;  a  large  Body 
-of  above  forty  Savages  had  penetrated  as  far  as  Freeland's  Hills; 
Freeland  and  Sundry  others  have  fallen  Victims  to  them;  They  wen 
still  hovering  about  the  Settlement,  when  I  came  away;  In  abort 
nothing  seems  wanting  on  their  part  But  a  proper  degree  of  Spirit 
(and  upon  some  occasions  they  have  manifested  enough  of  it)  for  to 
make  one  bold  push  for  Sunbury,  and  destroy  the  Ma^zine  which 
is  now  collecting  there  for  the  Support  of  the  Army;  1  have  spoke 
to  Col.  Hunter  for  a  guard,  for  the  Magazine,  But  in  Vain,  He  is 
not  able  to  proteot  the  Flying  Inhabitants.  The  Stores  at  Sunbniy 
are  deposited  in  my  late  dweUing  House,  which  is  large  and  coDve- 
niently  situated  both  for  defense  and  the  Reception  and  delivery  of 
Stores ;  The  Back  Part  of  it  was  stockaded  last  year  by  Col.  Hartly ; 
a  small  expenoe  would  compleat  the  Stockade,  i  mount  a  few  Swiv- 
els (several  of  whioh  lie  there  dismounted)  This  and  a  very  sm^all 
Guard  of  Militia  from  Lancaster  C<mQty>  would  render  the  Magasne 
secure.  ' 

Now  my  dear  Sir,  let  me  not  receive  for  answer,  that  This  or 
much  of  this  is  the  Business  of  the  Board  of  War,  or  ought,  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  Congress;  It  is  an  object  of  Consequenee; 
Between  Three  and  Four  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour,  Sixty  odd  Bar- 
rels of  Pork,  and  a  large  Quantity  of  Liquors  are  now  forwardisgi 
and  at  this  place  to  be  forwarded  to  Sunbury.  It  is  expected  that 
the  march  of  our  Army  will  recall  the  Savages  to  their  own  coon- 
try.  Were  they  left  to  their  own  natural  Feelings,  There  is  little 
Room  to  doubt  But^this  would  be  the  Case  :  But  at  present  they  are 
directed  by  British  Counsels;  and  in  many  of  their  Expeditions  com- 
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manded  by  British  Offioers ;  a  different  Line  of  Condaot  may  there- 
fore be  expected. 

I  will  stay  at  this  place  until  I  hear  from  you,  and  whatever  is  to 
be  done  at  Sunbury  for  the  defense  of  the  Magazine  I  am  ready  to 
engaee  in ;  I  wish  not  to  complain  of  any  one  nor  would  be  under- 
stood so,  I  however  know  the  wretched  slothfulness  of  many  who 
are  engaged  in  the  pubtick  Departments;  and  would  rather  do  a 
Peice  of  Business  myself,  than  have  the  Trouble  of  oallinff  on  them. 
My  present  application  however  cannot  be  considered  either  as 
impertinent  or  extra-official,  as  I  have  had  the  charge  of  the  Maga- 
sine  at  Sunbury,  for  some  Time  Past. 

I  am  Sir^  with  great  Respect 

your  most  Obed. 

&  most  Hble.  Serv^ 

WM.  MACLAY. 

Direcledf 

Publiok  Service,  Timothy  Matlack  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the 
Hon'ble  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


PfiBS.  Bbibd  to  Com't.  Qsnebal  of  Issues,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tou  wUI  oblige  me  by  letting  Col.  Bull  have  a  few  empty  Hhds. 
to  assist  sinking  the  Chevaux  de  Frise  which  he  will  retain  or  replace 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  Importance  of  this  Service  is  too  consider- 
able especially  since  the  Accounts  from  New  York  to  permit  me  to 
doubt  your  Beadineas  to  accommodate  him. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Servt. 

JOS.  BEED. 

Indorsed. 
July  27. 
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Prbsidbkt  Beed  to  the  Marine  Committbe  of 
OoNaKESSy  1779. 

In  Gotmcil, 

Philadelphia,  Jolj  28fch;  1799. 
Sir, 

I  this  day  laid  before  the  Goaneil  yoor  application  of  the  twentj- 
fourth  Inatant,'*' it  being  the  first  day  the  Board  has  met  siDoe  it  was 
received^  and  I  now  have  the  honour  of  communicating  to  yoa  oor 
sentiments  thereupon.  The  Bmbai|^  laid  in  this  state  is  by  Aet  of 
Assembly,  and  is  therefore  not  so  much  in  our  controul  as  if  it  had 
been  by  Proclamation.  We  have  examined  the  act  with  due  atta- 
tion^  and  find  there  is  a  proviso  admitting  an  Exportation  for  ^  tbe 
*'  use  of  the  Fleet  of  His  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  of  the  Arnuei 
^'  of  the  United  States.''  Your  application  therefore  settinff  forth 
that  it  is  for  the  armie$  of  His  most  Ohristian  Majesty,  and  to  be 
exported  to  an  Island  other  than  that  where  his  fleet  is  assembled,  has 
occasioned  some  difficulty.  As  it  is  our  most  earnest  wish  to  jield 
a  chearful  compliance  with  this,  as  well  as  every  other  request  joa 
may  make,  we  should  endeavour  to  do  it  on  this  occasion  if  the  pa^ 
pose  could  be  so  altered  as  to  bring  it  within  the  terms  of  the  Actf 
And  to  facilitate  this  we  transmit  you  an  Extract  of  the  Law  that 
your  Application  may  correspond  therewith,  &  with  which  we  shall 
immediately  comply.  But  how  far  it  is  consistent  with  the  rights  & 
interests  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  staple  is  flour,  to  hayeaa 
Exportation  of  that  article,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  whea 
by  the  operation  of  the  Embargo  the  value  of  the  commodity,  and  the 
price  is  reduced  within  the  state,  may  be  a  question.  If  no  Embargo 
existed  we  grant  the  United  States  are  as  proper  purchasers  as  any,  but 
we  have  our  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  measure  in  our  preeeBt 
situation,  and  submit  these  doubts  to  your  consideration.  If  the  Com- 
mittee think  they  can  remove  them,  we  have  no  objection  to  a  con- 
ference our  desires  being  to  render  every  service  to  Oongress  oonais- 
tent  with  our  special  duty  to  the  state  in  particular.  And  as  the 
Disappointment  in  the  present  Instance  may  be  attended  with  some 
Inconvenience,  we  have  concluded  to  give  Permission  for  the  present 
Quantity,  it  being  understood  that  it  be  not  made  a  Preoede&t  for 
future  Cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  much  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  hum.  servant. 

*  Page  679.  f  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  59,  61. 
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Col.  Samitbl  Huktbr  to  Col.  Matthbw  Smith,  1779. 

Sanbupy,  28tli  July,  1779. 
Bear  Sir, 

Thk  Day,  about  twelve  o'Clock,  an  Express  arrived  from  Capt 
Boon's  mill,  informing  ns  that  Freeland^s  Fort  was  surrounded  by 
a  party  of  Indians,  and  Imediately  after  thafc  another  Express  oame, 
informing  that  it  was  Burned  and  all  the  Oanison  Either  killed  or 
taken  prisoners;  the  party  that  went  from  Boon's  See  a  Number  of 
Indians  &  some  lied  Goats  walking  Bound  the  Fort  (w  where  it 
had  been)  after  that  there  was  a  fireing  heard  off  towards  Chilisquake, 
whioh  makes  ufl  believe  that  the  Savages  is  numerous,  and  part^  is 
going  off  horn  this  Town  &  Northumb*'  to  y*  Belief  of  the  Garrison 
at  Bo<m'8,  as  there  is  a  number  of  Women  and  Children ;  there  was 
at  Freeland's  Fort  fifty  Women  and  Children,  and  about  thirty  men 
and  God  knows  what  is  beotmie  of  them ;  by  this  yon  ma^  know  our 
Distressed  Situation  at  this  present  time.  General  SuUivan  would 
send  us  no  A«»istanoe,  and  our  Neighbouring  Countys  has  lost  the 
Virtue  they  were  once  Possessed  of,  or  otherwise  we  would  had  some 
Belief  before  this  time ;  this  I  write  in  a  Confused  manner,  as  I  am 
Just  marching  of  up  the  West  Branch,  with  the  party  we  have  Col- 
lected. 

I  am,  D'  S',  your  Humble  Serv*, 

SAML.  HUNTBB. 

N.  B.  Bonse  ye  inhabitants  there  or  we  are  all  Buined  here.— * 
8.  H. 

Directed, 
To  Col.  Mathew  Smith,  Paxton. 
To  be  forwarded  by  Doctor  Francis  Alison  by  Express. 


Fkarcis  Allison,  Je.,  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

I>Sir, 

At  the  particular  Bequest  of  CoL  Hunter,  I  inform  you  that 
Freeland's  Fort,  the  most  advanced  Post  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
west  Branch,  had  on  Wednesday  last  three  of  the  Garrison  killed  k 
scalped,  (one  only  shot)  within  sixty  Yards  of  the  fort,  k  two  made 
prisoners;  their  Number  of  Indians  appeared  to  be  upwards  of  thirty 
in  the  open  View  of  the  Garrison.  Belief  was  sent  immediately 
from  Boon's  Fort  ft  the  two  Towns,  &  additional  force  was  left 
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behind  to  y*  asRistanoey  notwithstanding  which,  they  attacked  Aem 
this  morning,  &  bj  Intelligence  received  from  persona  of  raedit,  wnk 
oat  as  spies,  they  had  surrounded  the  fort,  were  walking  caBeleasly 
around  it,  &  the  Oates  were  thrown  open.  This  Account  arrived  by 
Express  from  Maj.  Smith  at  twelve  o'cloidc,  since  when  Mr.  Trigg,  seni 
by  Gap*  Nelson,  informs  y*  other  spies  had  seen  The  Forts  and  Barns  in 
Ashes,  the  mill  still  standing,  ft  the  Indians  appeared  veiy  nuffleioQSi 
among  whom  were  some  R^  Goats,  supposed  to  be  Begulara— that 
thirty-four  men  had  turned  out  from  Boon's  Port,  to  Believe  Fiee- 
land's  Fort,  of  whom  there  is  not  the  least  intelligence. 

The  Oarrison  of  Freeland  F.  consisted  of  thirty-two  men,  fonrtem 
of  whom  were  nine  months  men,  ft  had  in  it  upwards  of  forty  women 
ft  Children.  The  .situation  of  this  Gounty  is  truly  alarming,  k 
deplorable  to  the  last  degree.  The  Continental  Ckurnsons  formerly 
posted  here  are  all  drawn  off,  except  a  seij*  Guard,  ft  by  aooonnts 
received  very  late  last  Nisht  from  Wioming,  they  need  not  expeet 
any  Protection  from  Oen.  atdivanf  <<  he  seems  quiite  regardless  of  the 
melancholy  Situation  of  these  unhappy  people.''  If  any  Belief  em 
possibly  be  afforded  it  should  be  given  instantly,  otherwise  the  Towns 
of  Northumberland  ft  Sunbury  must  be  the  Barriers. 
I  am,  in  great  esteem, 

y  very  humble  Serv., 

FRA.  ALLISON,  J'. 

Sunbury,  July  28**,  79. 

Comp*  to  M"  Elder,  to  Rev'  M'  Elder  ft  Family. 

Excuse  haste. 

N.  B.    We  have  just  heard  y*  Cap'  Boon  is  kilted. 

Directed^ 

Express. 
To  Col.  Joshua  Elder,  Sub  Lieutenant  Lancaster  C*. 


Col.  Saml.  Huntbb  to  Willum  Maclat,  1779. 

Sunbury,  29^  July,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  Morning,  Early,  there  was  a  party  of  Indians  ft  Begnlir 
Troops  Ataoted  Fort  Freeland ;  the  Firing  was  heltfd  at  Boon's  pboe, 
when  a  party  of  Thirty  men  tumedout  from  that  under  the  Command 
of  Cap*  Boon,  but^before  he  Arrived  at  Fort  Freeland  the  Garrison  bad 
Surrendered,  and  the  British  Troops  and  Savages  was  panded  Bouad 
the  Prisoners,  ft  the  Fort  ft  Houses  adjaoent  sefc  o&  fire.  Cap^  Boon 
and  his  party  fired  briskly  on  y  Enemy,  but  was  soon  Surnmnded 
by  a  large  party  of  Indians;  there  w|m  thirteen  Killd  of  our  Peopla 
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'  and  Cap*  Boon  himBelf  among  the  Slain.  The  Begnlar  Officer  that 
Commanded  was  the  name  of  McDonald ;  he  let  the  Women  and 
GbildrVb  go  after  baveing  them  a  Considerable  time  in  Custoday. 
The  Town  of  Northumberland  was  the  Frontier  last  night,  and  I  am 
afraid  Snnbury  will  be  this  night.  .Is  there  any  Possability  of 
geting  some  Assistance  from  your  County  7  If  it  was  but  to  meet 
the  poor  Women  and  Children  on  their  Road  down  the  Country. 
You  may  easily  form  an  Idea  of  our  Distress  by  what  you  see  last 
Year,  but  this  is  a  Oreat  deal  Worse,  as  there  is  no  Relief  from  any 
Quarter.  There  was  about  three  Hundred  of  y"  Enimy,  &  the  one 
third  of  them  was  white  men,  as  the  Prisoners  informs  us,  that  made 
their  Escape* 

I  am  D'  S», 

your  most  HumV  Ser?*, 

SAM'L  HUNTER. 

N.  B.    It  must  be  Butler's  party. 

S', 

Please  write  Council  by  Express  on  Rec*  of  this,  as  it  may  be 
depended  uppon,  &  do  all  you  can  for  your  poor  distressed  County. 

S.  H. 
—Please  to  forward  the  inclosed  to  my  Brother. 

Direciedf 
William  Maday,  Esq%  ^  William  Harris,  Express,  Pazton.      .? 


John  Butsbs  to  Wv«  Maolat^  1779. 

Snnbury,  July  29tK,  1779. 
Pear  Sir, 

Our  situation  at  this  time  is  very  alarming,  yesterday  Morning 
freelands  fort  was  atackted  by  Not  less  than  SOO  british  troops  £ 
Indians  they  acted  on  the  defensive  as  long  as  they  could  well  but 
found  it  impractable  to  hold  out  any  longer  after  the  Eneymay  had 
0ent  in  three  flags  desiring  them  to  surendet  the  Last  Mentioning  if 
they  did  not  they  would  put  them  to  the  aword  evevy  one,  the  offcer 
Who  commanded  the  garison  Capitulated  on  thes  terms,  viz.,  that 
the  men  should  be  prisoners  of  warr,  the  women  &  Children  were  to 
po  down  to  the  tonne  Nm*  &  Snnbury  unmolested,  the  whole  killed 
in  the  fort  was  four  men,  Capt.  boon  who  went  out  for  their  Relief 
fell  in  with  the  Enemy  Capt.  Eompeton  who  observed  the  first  In- 
dian on  guard  shot  him  dead  on  the  Spot  then  a  party  Ralyed  out 
of  the  mill  and  defated  bon's  Company,  killed  boon,  Capt.  doharty, 
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Gapt  hamilton  ft  all  the  Best  or  took  of  the  party  only  18  escaped 
Northu^  is  now  the  franteer  you  may  judge  of  our  Situation  my 
family  is  just  as  yon  left  them,  our  store  is  Near  empty  heSi  salt  & 
fresh  is  out' here  your  Oare  in  this  is  Necessary  ft  your  influence  to 
get  us  aid — ^wee  do  not  finde  that  there  was  more  than  eight  or  ten 
of  the  Enemy  kiUed^  Except  of  my  uncorect  Letter  don  in  haste. 

ft  My  best  wishes 

JNO.  BUYEKS. 

Directed^ 
On  publiok  Service. 
Mr.  Wm.  Maolay,  A.  C.  P.,  Pkxton. 
With  all  posable  Speed. 


Feahois  Alison  Jr.^  to  Col.  Jo6hua  Eldbr^  1779. 

8', 

Since  mine  of  the  28th  we  have  leodyed  'partioulat  LiBtnietions 
from  Ft  Freeland^  by  women  who  had  been  in  the  Fort — ^They  say 
the  garrison  Surrendered  after  making  a  noble  but  short  resistancoi 
ft  after  being  thrice  summoned ;  they  Gaptfaulated  in  form  the  Copy 
of  it  has  not  yet  come  to  hand.  Of  the  Garrison  four  were  killed,  ft 
thirteen  Scalpes  were  brought  into  the  fort  in  a  Pocket  Hankerohief 
amongst  whome  were  Capt.  Boone  ft  Doughert/s  supposed  to  belons 
to  the  party  from  Boones  Fort  w^^  attacked  the  British,  Indians  &c.,  £ 
even  got  in  among  the  people  who  were  prisoners  with  them,  but  were 
obliged  to  fly  on  ace*  of  superiority  of  numbers,  13  or  14  of  y*  party 
have  come  in ;  they  &  the  women  of  F.  F.,  estimate  the  number  of  the 
Enemy  at  between  3  ft  4  hundred,  one  third  of  whom  are  Kc^ukr 
Troops.  Boones  F.,  is  evacuated  ft  Northumberland  Town  is  already 
th^  Frontier — Hurry  if  possible  all  the  assbtance  possible  with  ut- 
most haste,  or  else  the  Oonsequences  on  our  side  will  be  dreadful. 

^    I  am  S'  &c., 

FBANGIS  ALISON,  Jr. 
Sunburry,  July  29,  79. 

The  Commanding  officer  is  said  to  be  a  Capt  McDonald  who  inti- 
mated to  the  women  y*  a  party  was  still  in  the  rear.^ 

Directed^ 
Express. 
^Col  Joshua  Elder,  Sub  Lutenant  Lancaster  Co. 
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Wm.  Maclay  to  Council,  1779, 

PaxtoD;  July  30tb,  1779. 
Sir, 

The.  worst  that  we  can  fear  for  Northamberland  County  is  like  to 
happen.  Early  on  the  28th  The  Fort  at  Freeland's  mill  was  invested 
by  about  100  British  Regulars  and  200  Indians  under  the  command 
of  an  offioer  of  the  name  of  McDonald — ^They  defended  themselves 
for  some  Time,  were  three  times  summoned  to  surrender,  a  Capita- 
lation  was  agreed  on,  the  men  Prisoners  of  war,  the  Women  and 
Children  leave  to  go  to  the  Towns  of  Northumberland  and  Sunbury 
ft  we  know  not  with  certainty^ow  these  Terms  have  been  observedi 
Capt  Boon  on  hearing  the  Firing  advanced  to  the  Relief  of  Fort 
Freeland,  with  thirty  men,  his  defeat  was  the  consequence,  himself 
and  many  more  killed.  The  Situation  of  Northumberland  County, 
beyond  description  distressing,  not  a  single  Inhabitant  north  of 
Northumberland  Town — ^These  Facts  ascertained  by  Letters  from 
OoL  Hunter,  Doof  Alison  and  others  by  express  this  moment  arrived 
No  Expectation  of  Relief  from  Oen.  Sullivan;  the  last  accounts  men- 
tion his  being  to  march  on  Monday  last. 

I  need  not  aak  you  what  is  to  be  done,  Help  Help ;  or  the  Towns 
of  Sunbury  and  Northumberland  must  fall ;  our  whole  Frontier  laid 
open,  and  the  Communication  with  Gen.  Sullivan's  army  is  cut  off. 
I  am  in  the  utmost  Haste, 

with  great  Respect, 

y  most  obed*  gcrv*, 

WM.  MACLAY. 
Directed, 

Publick  Service. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Maj.  Gsn.  Sullivan  to  Col,  John  Cook,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  July  30th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Nothing  Could  affoard  me  more  pleasure  than  to  Relieve  the 
Distress'd,  or  to  have  it  in  my  Power  to  add  to  the  Safety  of  your 
Settlement,  but  should  I  Comply  with  the  Requisition  made  by  you 
it  would  Bffeetualy  answer  the  Intention  of  the  Enemy,  and  Destroy 
the  Grand  Object  of  this  Expedition.  To  morrow  the  Army  moves 
from  this  place  and  by  Carrying  the  war  Imediately  into  the  Indian 
Country,  it  will  most  Certainly  Draw  them  out  of  yours. 
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For  your  present  Safety  I  must  refer  you  to  the  Goancil  of  yoar 
State  for  aesistanoe,  Certainly  it  will  be  granted  withoat  much  inoon- 
▼eniance  as*  the  State  has  neglected  to  f ornish  the  Troops  promis'd 
for  this  Expedition. 

I  am  Sir^ 

your  mo.  oV  - 

h'bbe  Serv* 

JNO.  SULLIVAN. 
A  True  Copy  by  Matt^  Smith. 
J)ireciedy 

On  pnblio  seryice. 

To  Colo.  Jno.  Cook,  D.  Q.  M.  0.,  Northumberland. 


Maj.  Gkn.  Sullivan  to  Col.  Sam'l  Huhtkb,  1779. 

Head  Qoarters  Wyoming, 

July  r  30th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  Dated  the  28th  Ins*  Z  reoe'd  this  Day,  with  the  Dis- 
agreeable inteligence  of  the  loss  of  Fort  Freeland,  your  situation  in 
Consequence  must  be  unhappy,  I  feel  for  you,  and  could  wisb  to 
assist  you,  but  thia  good  of  the  servioe  will  not  admit  of  it,  The 
Object  of  this  Expedition  is  of  such  a  nature,  and  its  Conseqaenoes 
80  Extensive  that  to  turn  the  course  of  this  Army  would  be  uDwise, 
unsafe  &  impolitic 

Nothing  can  so  Effectually  draw  the  Indians  out  of  your  Coantiy, 
as  Carrying  the  War  into  theirs.  Tomorrow  mcNming  I  shall  mareli 
with  the  Whole  Army  for  Tioga,  and  must  leave  you  to  call  upon 
the  Council  of  your  State  for  such  assistance  as  may  serre  to 
Believe  you  from  your  present  perilous  situation.  As  Pennsjlvania 
has  neglected  to  furnish  me  with  the  Troops  promised  for  this  Ex- 
pedition, she  Certainly  will  be  enabled  to  defend  her  Frontiers  with- 
out much  inconvenience^ 

I  am  Sir, 

your  mos.  ob* 
Humb"  Serv* 

JOHN  SULLIVAN. 
P.  S.    The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  major  (General  Sulfitvifl 
letter  to  me. 

SAMT.  HUNTBB. 
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Addition  to  the  forogoingi  by  Ool.  Smith. 

The  above  is  a  Copy  of  a  letter  to  Col*  Hanter  in  answer  to 
one  of  the  28th9  bat  nothing  would  be  Done,  indeed  the  General 
seems  to  have  had  it  in  View  from  his  first  Arrival  at  Wyoming  to 
have  the  County  Reduced  to  what  it  now  is.  It  appears  however  in 
several  instances  he  is  no  friend  to  this  State,  the  Evacuation  of  fort 
Wallace  &  Drawing  all  the  men  from  the  Frontiers  5  or  6  weeks 
before  he  March',  in  my  Opinion  speaks  very  plain,  the  People  of 
this  County  is  petitioning  in  very  Strong  terms^  &  will  Request  a 
hearing  against  the  Oen\  j 

I  am  Sir, 

yours  &0y 

MATPW  SMITH. 
Kot  directed. 


Presidbkt  Bbbd  to  Moitb.  Gbraed,  1779. 

In  Council, 

P*,  July  80th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  hope  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  excuse  my  not  aeknowledging 
jour  Favour  of  the  28  Inst  at  an  earlier  Hour  when  I  acquaint  you 
that  I  did  not  receive  it  till  Monday  Evening  at  Oerman  Town,  the 
next  Day  I  laid  it  before  the  Council  &  have  ever  since  been  so 
indisposed  as  to  be  oonfined  to  my  Chamber.  But  I  take  the  first 
Moment  of  Health  to  assure  you  that  the  Importance  of  its  Contents 
shall  have  the  most  serious  Attention,  &  1  trust  that  upon  this  as 
well  as  every  other  Occasion  the  Veneration  A,  Regard  due  to  his 
most  Christian  Majesty,  &  the  Rights  Honour  &  Interest  of  his  Offi- 
cers, &  the  personal  Respect  so  justly  due  to  you  in  particular,  will 
be  manifested  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  the  Honor  to 
be  with  every  Sentiment  of  Respect  &  Esteem, 
Sir, 

your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbble  Serv.* 

«  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Tol.  XII.,  p.  60. 
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OoL.  Adam  Hublbt  to  Prksedbnt  Bbed,  1779. 

Wyoming,  in  Penn%  Jdy  80*,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honoor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  fayoor  ^ 
Gapt.  Back. — ^I  take  this  oppertuoity  of  sincerely  thanking  your 
Excellency  for  your  kind  &  good  wishes  towards  my  Regiment — I 
shall  rest  satisf/d,  that,  that  attention  to  my  Regiment  so  generously 
promised  by  your  Excellency  will  be  in  the  fullest  oomply'd  with. 

When  I  wrote  you  last,  I  was  in  hopes  the  Frontiers  on  the 
Western  branch  would  be  in  perfect  security,— but  a  letter  from 
that  quarter  which  arrived  last  evening,  informs  me  otherwise.  A 
party  of  British  &  Sayages,  under  the  command  of  a  Capt  MoDonal, 
nas  kill'd  &  taken  a  party  of  men  stationed  at  Fort  Freeling,  and 
committed  other  cruel  acts, — amongst  the  slain  its  said  is  Captains 
Boone  &  Camplan— They  are  taking  and  destroying  every  thing 
before  them, — some  Accounts  say  they  are  pushing  for  Northumber- 
land. As  no  troops  from  here  are  ordered  down  to  oppose  them,  I 
fear  the  consequences.  The  Commander  in  chief  for  this  depart- 
ment is  disposed  to  judge  that  the  Enemy  think  by  this  maneuvere, 
and  that  performed  by  Brand  at  the  Minesinks,  to  draw  his  attention 
that  way,  he  is'determin'd  at  all  events  to  keep  his  Army  compact 
and  close,  and  march  immediately  up  the  river  for  the  Seneca  coun- 
try— It  may  probably  have  the  desired  effect.  In  my  humble 
oppinion,  I  think  it  would  answer  an  exceeding  good  end  if  a  de- 
tachment of  600  men  from  this  Army  were  detach'd  and  sent  on 
the  Western  branch,  as  they  would  have  it  in  their  power  effectually 
to  scour  that  country,  and  be  at  Tioga  nearly  as  soon  as  the  main 
body— this  would  have  given  relieve  to  the  poor  Inhabitants,  and 
woidd  by  no  means  have  delay'd  the  expedition. 

I  dont  mean  by  giving  my  oppinion  so  freely,  to  throw  the  least 
reflection  on  the  Commander, — I'm  confident  he  acts  from  pure 
principals,  and  for  the  good  of  the  public  in  general,  no  Man  can  be 
more  vigilant  k  assiduous,  I  sincerely  wish  his  labours  may  be 
orown'd  with  laurels. 

In  my  last  I  think  I  mentioned  some  aoc*  we  had  received  of  800 
Indians  &  British,  which  we  expected  to  harrass  our  march  between 
this  ft  Tioga.  Those  parties  which  have  made  their  appearance 
near  Minesinks  ft  West  branch  of  the  Susquehanab,  its  supposed 
compose  that  party.  Its  probable  on  our  moving  into  the  Indian 
Country,  they  may  retire  and  join  their  main  body.  , 

To  morrow  morning  we  march,  and  I'm  sory  to  say,  exceedingly 
ill  provided  to  carry  thro'  this  extensive  expedition. 

The  same  unparallerd  conduct  of  those  implojed  in  supplying 
this  Army,  seems  still  to  exist.  I  hope  to  see  the  day  when  the 
delinquents  will  be  brought  to  proper  punishment 
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You  have  before  this  received  the  Arrangement  of  my  Begiment^ 
mutnallj  agreed  to  &  settled  by  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  same. 
I  hope  it  has  met  with  your  Exoellencys  and  the  Hon^  Coancils 
approbation.  I  wonld  esteem  it  a  most  particalar  favour  if  the 
Commissions  for  the  officers  would  be  forwarded  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr.  Samuel  Reed  ^a  native  &  lover  of  Penn*)  now  acting  as  an 
Ensign  in  my  Reg*  \j  virtue  of  a  Gen^  Order  dated  July  28th^  is 
aesirous  of  being  Commissioned  as  such,  and  requests  I  would  recom- 
mend him  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon.  the  Council,  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  good  character  which  I  have  of  him,  besides  his  genteel 
&  agreeable  conduct  &  behaviour,  whilst  a  Volunteer  in  the  Regi- 
ment, particularly  merrits  notice. 

I  would  therefore  beg  your  Excellencys  interest  for  that  purpose, 
and  make  no  doubt  he  will  do  honour  to  the  appointment. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  sincerity, 

your  Excels  most  ob*  hum.  Serv. 
AD-  HURLEY, 

Lt.  Colo.  Com.  11th  Rt. 

My  Reg*  I  fear  will  be  almost  totally  naked  before  we  can  possibly 
return. — I  have  scarcely  a  coat  or  blanket  for  every  seventh  man. 
The  State  Stores  are  all  issued,  &  delivered  to  the  Reg*. 


William  Maclat  to  Council,  1779* 

Paxton,  July  30th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  about  an  Hour  ago,  But  for  fear  of  Aocidenta  write 
again.  A  Body  of  one  hundred  Regulars  and  Two  hundred  Indians, 
have  fallen  in  the  Rear  of  Gen.  Sullivan's  Army ;  They  attacked 
Freeland's  Fort  the  28th ;  a  Defense  was  made  for  some  time,  arti- 
cles of  Surrender  offered,  and  at  last  accepted.  Boon  hearing  tho 
Firing,  came  from  his  Fort  about  this  Time,  with  thirty  Men, 
attacked,  was  beaten,  and  lost  his  Life.  The  Enemy  are  commanded 
by  a  British  Officer,  of  thename  of  McDonald.  I  gave  Col.  Hunter's 
letter,  which  I  just  now  rec'd  by  Express,  to  Mr.  Elder,  one  of  the 
Sub  Lieutenants,  and  therefore  cannot  enclose  it  to  you,  as  I  other- 
wise would.  Col.  Hunter  writes  That  Northumberland  Town  was 
the  Fronti^  the  night  before  last.  The  Distress  of  the  Flying 
Inhabitants  great  beyond  Description.  The  Design  of  the  Enemy 
supposed  to  be  the  Possession  of  the  Towns  of  Sunbury  and  North- 
umberland, and  of  the  Stores  to  be  found  there — and  of  Course 
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catting  off  the  CommuDication  with  Geo.  Sallivui'B  urmy.  It  is 
even  said  That  another  Body  of  the  Enemy  are  followmg  M^'DodiU. 
I  need  say  nothing  more,  the  occasion  of  support  is  to  the  kst  degree 
piessingy  am  in  the  atmoet  Haste,  with  great  Bespeot,  y  most  obed^ 
&  very  H'bUe  Seryi, 

WM,  MACUT. 
Directed, 

Pnbliok  Service. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  ezeoatiTe 
Gonncil  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  favoor  of  Capt*  Bums. 


William  Maclay  to  Council,  1779. 

Paxton,  80th  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  wrote  to  you  twice  of  this  date  before  the  present  Letter; 
I  now  inclose  a  number  of  Letters  reo'd  from  Ool.  Hunter  and  othen 
in  Northumberland  County,  by  which  you  will  easily  see  the  deplo- 
rable Situation  they  are  reduced  to.  I  will  go  up  to  morrow  to 
Carlisle  and  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  artificers  who  are  embodied 
at  that  place  to  march  immediately  to  Sunbury.  It  is  likely  I  mj 
be  refused — could  not  Council  do  something  in  such  a  BusineoB!  I 
am  told  it  is  part  of  their  engagement  to  do  military  Duty  when 
necessary.  Several  Volunteers  have  promised  to  march  for  Sonboij 
—we  look  up  to  Council  for  their  most  stienuous  exertions  io  oor 
Favour. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  greatest  Bespeot, 

Y'  most  obed.  &  most  H'bble  Serv*^ 

WM.  MACLAT. 
Direetedy 
Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,*^  Secretary  to  theHon'blo  CouncBi  aS^ 

*  See  preoeding  pag«a. 
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William  Chbsnby,  Agbnt  of  Tokk  Co.,  to  President 
Rbed,  1779.  . 

.    York  CoTinty,  8d  July,  1779. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Permit  me  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  of  our  Sittnation  in  this 
place  as  to  Agents  appointed  for  Confiscated  Estates.  No  person 
tbat  was  appointed  Ever  took  the  oath  Directed  or  Served  but  three, 
viz.,  Robert  Stevenson,  Esq.,  James  Nailer,  Esq.,  and  myselfe;  one 
of  which  is  Dead ;  Mr.  Nailer  is  Sick,  I  think  unto  Death,  and  I 
have  been  in  a  bad  State  of  health  this  Long  time,  unable  to  Ride 
out,  though  frequently  Insulted  by  the  Disaffected  friends,  and  Dared 
to  Do  our  Duty,  therefore  I  request  your  Excellency  to  appoint  some 
other  to  assist  me.  I  would  Begg  leave  to  Recommend  William 
Mitchell,  Esq,,  as  a  fitt  person,  I  expect  he  will  serve,  and  assist  me 
with  Resolution.  I  know  no  other  of  my  Acquaintance,  accept 
major  James  Dill,  perhaps  Both  would  be  Necessary,  the  Sooner  the 
appointment  the  Better.  I  have  the  Honor  of  Being  your  Excel* 
lency's  Obedt.  Hum«  Servant, 

WILLIAM  CHESNEY.* 
To  his  Excelc^,  Joseph  Reed. 


Prbs.  Rbb0  to  William  Hbiqit  Chaibmak  &a,  1779* 

July  30th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Memorial  of  the  Inst,  has  been  duly  laid  before  this  Board. 
Since  which  M'  Holker  has  in  the  most  explicit  Terms  assured  us 
that  the  Flour  in  Question  &  which  is  now  m  your  Hands  was 
actually  purchased  for  the  Use  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty. 
Wherefore  as  we  observe  you  lay  no  Claim  of  Property  we  are  of 
Opinion  your  delivering  the  Flour  to  us  as  the  Supreme  Authority 
of  the  State  will  be  proper  &  necessary  in  order  that  it  may  be  dis- 
posed of  as  in  Justice  &  Propriety  it  ought— We  conceive  this  also 
to  be  a  happy  Step  to  composing  the  Differences  which  have  arisen 
on  this  Subject  &  a  desirable  measure  towards  Tranquillity  k 
publick  Confidence. 

I  am  Sir. 

P.  S.  A  Committee  of  Congress  being  about  to  meet  this 
Evening  at  6  o' Clock  on  this  Business  your  Answer  previous  thereto 
is  requested. 

*  Seo  CoL  Kcc,  VoL  XIL,  p.  64. 
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Pebs.  Bbed  to  William  Hbnry  Chairman  &c.,  1779. 

PhiladelphU,  July  31rt,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  this  afternoon  enclosing  the  order  for  the 
flour  which  has  been  brought  from  Wilmington  and  has  remained  in 
your  hands,  and  which  being  deckred  by  M'  Holker  to  hare  been 
purchased  for  the  French  Fleet  is  now  given  up  on  the  requiaitioa 
of  Council. 

I  have  also  received  and  perusedi  and  laid  before  the  Councal  of 
the  State,  the  representation  made  by  you  on  that  subject  together 
with  the  papers  therein  referred  to  and  have  been  in  like  nuuiDer 
favoured  by  M'  Holker  with  a  counter  Representation  and  simdrj 

Kpers  in  Vindication.  And  tho  no  official  or  formal  Judgment  hu 
en  pronounced,  I  am  clear  in  expressing  my  own  and  the  opinion 
of  the  Council  that/rom  these  jpaperM  the  purchasing  agent  has  been 
evading  the  laws  prohibiting  of  Exportation  for  private  gain  of  him- 
self  or  others,  and  that  it  is  highly  probable  he  covered  such  a  pro- 
cedure under  the  sanction  of  publick  authority — tho  unauthorued 
by  M'  Holker  so  to  do. 

In  this  view  of  things  while  there  is  a  Justice  due  to  M'  Holker 
whose  name  has  been  used  improperly  the  publick  motives  of  tbe 
Oentlemen  concerned  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  appeared 
to  them  will  to  an  unprejudiced  mind,  undoubtedlv  free  theh 
proceedings  from  the  imputation  of  wantonly  endeavounng  to  injore 
the  Interests  of  the  Nation  with  whom  we  are  connected  in  AlliaiM 
or  private  views  of  malice  or  partiality. 

As  Citizens  having  in  View  the  real  interests  of  our  oommGn 
Country  in  a  time  of  publick  distress  and  danger,  and  pursumg  these 
objects  I  cannot  but  wish  you  success.  • 
lam  sir 

Your  obedient 

humble  servant 

JOSEPH  BBED. 
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Pbxs.  Rbbd  to  Mr.  Holesb,  Frbnch  Consul. 

Walnut  Street,  July  81«S  1779. 
Sir, 

I  bave  ehearfuUy  devoted  the  first  Hours  of  Health  to  your 
Application  of  the  2i^  Inst,  which  with  that  of  the  29«^  &  the 
Papers  inclosed  hsTo  been  the  Subjects  of  the  most  deliberate  Atten- 
tion at  the  Board  where  I  haye  the  Honour  to  preside. 

Haying  upon  all  Occasions  endeayoured  to  render  the  Discharge 
of  your  Duties  in  this  State  easy  &  honourable.  We  now  most  sin- 
cerely regret  that  you  should  meet  with  any  Interruption.  The 
Protection  of  the  Officers  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  while 
exercising  their  Functions,  with  a  due  Regard  to  the  Rights  & 
Interests  of  this  State,  are  not  only  entitled  but  shall  receive  effec- 
tual Protection  &  Support  from  the  Authority  of  this  State,  &  as 
this  is  the  first  Instance  wherein  that  has  been  required,  we  hope 
the  Event  will  shew,  that  not  only  the  Officers  but  the  meanest 
Subject  of  Franoo  is  in  perfect  Security  from  any  unbecoming  & 
licentious  Conduct. 

Having  perused  the  Papers  with  which  you  favored  us,  &  also 
those  from  the  Committee,  we  should  not  have  had  any  Difficulty 
in  giving  a  formal  &  official  Opinion  on  the  Subject  at  once,  if  we 
bad  not  observed  in  the  News  Paper  of  the  Inst^  that  tho'  one  Sett 
of  Inhabitants  had  publiokly  censured  your  Conduct,  another  Sett 
bad  in  most  explicit  Terms  approved  A  justified  it,  and  as  we  now 
have  been  informed  the  several  Papers  which  bave  passed  officially 
puhlickly  communicated — this  is  a  Procedure  to  which,  if  adopted 
by  you,  we  havo  not  the  least  Objection,  &  more  especially  if  upon 
further  Consideration  you  have  thought  the  Injnir  of  such  a  Nature 
as  only  to  be  redressed  &  Mistakes  removed  in  that  Way. — ^In  the 
Beport  to  Congress,  which  *you  will  doubtless  receive  in  the  same 
official  Channell  as  your  Representation  was  conveyed  to  us,  we 
shall  state  our  Sentim*"  on  the  Matter  referred  to  us  in  such  a 
Manner  as  Justice  &  due  Regard  to  mutual  Interests  shall  authorise 
&  require— to  which  at  present  we  beg  Leave  to  refer  you.  In  the 
mean  Time  we  beg  you  to  favour  us  with  Information  in  a  particular 
^hich  we  should  not  have  ask'd  if  you  had  not  desired  us  to  inti- 
mate any  Doubt  which  might  occur  in  the  Transaction,  it  being  our 
Wish  to  be  aUe  to  decide  (so  far  as  we  are  called  upon  to  do)  in 
the  dearest  Manner.— We  observe  it  admitted  on  all  Hands  that  in 
April  Mr.  Rumford  was  shipping  Flour  clandestinely,  that  he  made 
use  of  your  Name,  tho',  by  his  subsequent  aoknowledgm**,  without 
any  Right  so  to  do — that  this  being  commmunicated  to  you  he  was 
Btill  employed  in  tbo  purchase  of  Flour,  and  thereby  the  Opp^ 
afforded  to  involve  us  in  the  present  unpleasant  Discussion,  whereas 
bad  he  been  then  dismissed  with  some  publick  Notification :  if  upon 
Vol.  VII.— 26 
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ftirther  Inquiry  he  had  not  YiDdicated  himself  it  would  have  been  % 
happy  Meant}  not  only  of  preventing  the  present  Difficulty  bat  all 
future  Suspicion ;  for  you  are  too  just  &  too  reasonable  to  expect 
that  when  there  is  a  general  Prohibition  of  Exportation,  Individoals 
oould  be  seen  availing  themselves  of  Indulgencies  of  a  pablie 
Nature  without  Notice  or  Concern. 

In  this  View  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee,  whose  Motives 
are  laudable,  being  without  any  counter  Information  on  the  Subject 
from  those  who  could  have  given  it,  and  however  proper  it  might 
be  for  you  in  your  publick  Character  to  avoid  any  Intercourse  vith 
the  same  Reason  does  not  hold  with  Persons  not  so  intitled  who 
ought,  &  we  wish  they  had,  given  such  Satisfaction  as  Friends  & 
Citizens  might  expect.  We  say  under  these  Circumstances  the 
Judgment  of  the  Committee  will  appear  to  an  unprejudiced  Mind 
very  differently  from  what  it  would  have  done  upon  a  Reverse  of 
Circumstances.  For  while  on  the  one  Hand  the  Name  &  Authority 
of  the  King  of  France  is  entitled  to  every  Mark  of  VeneratioD  k 
Respect,  we  are  persuaded  you  will  join  with  us  in  reprobating  its 
being  applied  to  any  private  Views.  My  Sentiments  of  the  Publi- 
cation having  been  communicated ;  I  need  not  repeat  them,  thej 
still  remain  the  same. 

I  have  now  Sir,  to  add  that  having  nuide  a  formal  Reqaisition 
of  the  Flour  in  Question,  it  is  given  up  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  who  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  Assurances  from 
you  are  ready  to  deliver  it  to  your  Order  without  any  Condition  or 
Limitation  whatsoevor,  by  which  we  hope  you  will  clearly  disoern 
that  it  is  intended  to  do  away  as  far  as  possible  the  exceptiooable 
Condition  mentioned  in  the  last  Saturdays  Publication. 

Your  own  Observation  &  Judgment  of  the  Country  must  have 
before  this  Time  led  you  to  remark  the  great  Freedom  of  the  Press 
with  Respect  to  public  Characters.*— Ignorance  of  the  Difiereooe 
between  those  of  this  &  of  a  foreign  Country  may  have  led  to  Error 
in  this  Case,  which  better  Ejaowledge  Ik  a  more  attentive  Considera- 
tion may  in  future  prevent,  &  which  your  Candour  will  lead  yoa  to 
excuse,  more  especially  when  you  cannot  Doubt  the  most  sincere 
Affection  &  Respect  the  true  Lovers  of  American  Freedom  &  lode- 
pendance  bear  to  the  People  of  France,  the  contrary  of  which  can 
only  be  insinuated  by  the  Enemies  of  both,  or  from  Private  Party 
Views  below  the  Dignity  &  Importance  of  national  Concern. 

We  cannot  but  again  repeat  our  unfeigned  Concern  &  Sorrow  at 
any  Event  which  occasions  yon  any  Trouble  or  Impediment  in  the 
Prosecution  of  your  Functions,  &  as  the  IVansaotions  of  private 
Commerce  for  Public  Purposes  appear  so  liable  to  Misconstruction 
&  Suspicions,  we  beg  Leave  to  tender  you  the  Aid  &  Exertions  of 
the  Authority  of  the  State,  which  having  Weight  &  .Confidence  will, 
we  think,  prove  an  effectual  Assistance  &  Security  to  yon  in  fatore. 
We  wish  they  had  been  ask'd  at  an  earlier  Period^  we  have  so 
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doubt  they  woald   haye  been  more  effioaciouS;  &  oertainlj  more 
Batisfactory. 

With  Respect  to  the  Title  of  Consul  we  have  to  observe  that  oar 
Credit  to  an  Advertisement  under  the  Name  of  the  Marine  Committee, 
&  the  Assumption  of  it  by  a  Gentleman  whose  Veracity  &  Honor 
were  unquestioned,  was  sufficient  to  us  to  concur — bat  we  have 
never  yet  had  that  Communication  which  creates  official  Knowledge. 

It  is  also  our  Earnest  Wish  that  the  Right  &  Priviledges  of  the 
consular  Character  were  clearly  delineated  by  publick  Authority,  to 
which  we  should  conform  with  the  greatest  Alacrity  &  Cheerfulness. 

With  these  Sentiments  &  with  the  most  clear  &  explicit  Assa- 
rances  of  our  Protection  &  Support  in  the  due  Discharge  of  your 
Office,  &  personal  Respect  &  Attentioui 
I  remain  Sir, 

Your  moal  obed. 

&  very  Hbbl.  Ser. 


John  Van  Campbn  to  Prbsibbnt  Rbed,  1779. 

Smithfield,  July  the  81st,  1779. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

The  Bearer  Coll.  Chambers  is  an  ondoubted  friend  to  his  Cuntry, 
Sub.  Lieu^  of  our  County,  and  an  intelliffable  man,  our  Cuntry  is  in 
a  Distressed  situation  in  my  last  to  y'  Honour  I  mention'd  of  the 
Distress's  of  that  Rich  settlement  caJl'd  Mahakemack.  I  flattered 
myself  of  suckcess  of  our  men  that  Step'd  forth  in  Pursuit  of  the 
Enemy  but  my  Expectations  turnd  out  to  the  contrary  I  came  from 
that  place  yesterday,  where  I  went  to  get  the  Particulars  of  the  pre* 
sent  Situation  of  that  Cuntry,  I  feare,  without  a  speedy  Relief  this 
Cuntry  will  be  Vacuated  we  have  as  yet  no  hopes  of  any  Relief  from 
the  Interior  parts  of  this  County  your  Militia  seems  to  be  in  Confu- 
sion at  present.  S'  I  would  Refer  you  to  the  Bearer  Coll.  Chambers 
for  the  particulars  of  our  present  Situation. 
With  Due  Respect 

I  am  s'  your  Honours 

Most  Obdt.  Huble  sert 

JOHN  VANCAMPEN. 

N.  B.    By  the  Bearer  I  send  y  Honour  an  account  of  the  men 
Missing  that  pursued  the  Enemy. 
J}irecied, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Pres*t  of  the  Executive  Councill 
ait  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  of  Coll.  Chambers. 
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Prbs,  Reed  to  Mons,  Gerard,  1779. 

In  Coandl,  Philad*,  Julj  31-*,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  now  the  Honour  of  addressing  yon  in  Answer  to  the  B<^ 
resentation  you  were  pleased  to  make  to  this  Board  on  the  24  Inst 

When  to  every  Principle  of  Pablick  Affection,  Policy  &  Jnstiee 
there  is  added  our  Experience  of  your  personal  Friendship  to  America 
Attachment  &  engaging  Deportment  to  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylviuiia 
of  every  Rank  all  Professions  on  onr  Part  to  make  year  Residence 
in  the  State  happy  easy  &  honourable  must  be  unnecessary. — It  is  not 
easy  therefore  for  us  to  find  Language  to  express  our  Concem  at  any 
Transaction  which  may  distarl)  your  Repose  &  interrupt  the  Exercise 
of  those  Functions  discharged  with  so  much  Honour  to  yourself  k 
JSatisfaction  to  those  who  are  called  to  take  any  Part  in  publick 
Affairs.  In  some  Communications  which  the  Hon.  Congress  hare 
been  pleased  to  make  us  we  also  see  with  great  Concern  Apprehen- 
sions are  expressed  the  Reality  of  which  we  should  deplore  as  an 
Evil  of  the  first  Magnitude — Be  assured,  Sir,  that  the  Citizens  of 
Philad" — of  Pennsylvaniacannot>9ntertain  Sentiments  so  unworthy^ 
but  if  there  are  any  so  lost  to  every  Sense  of  Propriety,  Decency  & 
Order  the  Authority  of  the  State  has  Power  equal  to  its  Inclination 
to  check  &  suppress  so  licentious  &  wicked  a  Procedure. 

We  entreat  you  therefore  to  dismiss  every  Idea  so  painful  and  so 
dishonourable  to  us  as  that  of  personal  Insult  &  repose  Confidence 
in  us  when  we  confirm  to  you  our  Assurances  of  the  Affection,  Bes* 
pect  &  Esteem  of  our  Constitoents.  And  if  there  are  any  peroons 
who  presume  to  insinuate  Danger  of  the  Outrages  suggested  in  your 
Representations  we  most  earnestly  request  you  to  consider  them 
either  as  ignorant  of  the  real  Sentiments  of  those  of  whom  they 
speak,  or  as  acting  from  less  honourable  Motives. 

I  have  now  the  Honour  of  acquainting  you  that  upon  the  Requisi- 
tion of  the  Board  tbe  Flour  in  Qaestion  k  which  has  given  Rise  to 
this  unhappy  Discussion  is  delivered  up  to  this  Board,  &  that  it  is 
ready  to  be  put  into  the  Disposal  of  Mr.  Holker  or  any  Person  he 
may  direct  for  the  Purposes  of  its  original  Destination  without  any 
Condition  or  Restriction,  a  Measure  which  we  hope  both  as  to  yon 
&  himself  will  be  considered  as  Relinquishment  of  those  Terras 
which  form  a  Oround  of  your  Complaint.  Our  Desire  to  make  the 
most  early  &  explicit  Avowal  of  our  Sentiments  &  Intentions  has 
induced  us  to  make  this  Communication,  at  the  same  Time  all  other 
Business  being  laid  aside  we  are  now  considering  the  Papera  which 
touch  the  Character  of  Mr.  Holker  upon  which  we  shall  without 
Delay  address  ourselves  to  the  Honourable  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKOHIVES  1779.  605 

ted  States  thro  whom  these  Commanications  hate  been  made  to  ns,  and 
we  trust  it  will  fally  appear  that  a  Veneration  for  the  Prince  whose 
servant  he  is.  Respect  to  your  Interposition,  Justice  to  him  &  a  doe 
Regard  to  the  Rights  &  Interests  of  this  State  haye  influenced  our 
Determination. 

We  observe  all  the  Papers  respecting  this  Transaction  have  been 
transmitted  to  you  except  a  Resolution  of  this  Board  passed  on  the 
14  Inst,  which  probably  by  some  Accndent  has  been  omitted.  I  have 
now  the  Honour  of  inclosing  it  that  every  Pro<»eding  may  be  fully 
before  you. 

Signed  in  k  by  order  of  Council. 

July  31, 1779. 


Commercial  Committeb  of    Gon<3RE88  to  Pbes.  Reed, 

1779. 

Commercial  Committee;  81*'  July,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Committee  appointed  by  Congress  to  superintend  the  Com- 
missary of  Provisions  department,  have  informed  this  Committe  t^at 
there  is  at  present  on  hand  in  the  Public  Magazines,  Pork,  Reef,  . 
and  Flour,  in  greater  quantities  than  the  armies  can  consume  before 
it  may  probably  be  spoiled. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  by  the  Commissarial  Committee  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Minister  of  France,  that  the  Commercial 
Committee  immediately  issue  their  order  for  shipping  for  the  tise  of 
the  Fleets  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  in  the  West  Indies,  2000 
Barrels  of  Pork,  1000  Barrels  Beef,  and  1000  Barrels  of  Flour,  the 
•Minister  having  promised  that  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  at  the 
Market  price  there. 

We  therefore  Inquest  your  Exeellenoy's  permission  for  shipping 
the  above  mentioned  quantity  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
We  are,  with  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble 
and  Obedient  Servants. 

FRA'S  LEWIS, 
JAMES  SEARLE, 
JOHN  FELL. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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OoL.  Matthew  Smith  to  Pass.  Rssd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  Oppertunity  of  CoDveying  a  few  lines  by  the  Beareri 
John  Gillcreist,  Esq',  (a  Member  of  the  Uon>*  the  Hoose  of  Asaembly) 
who,  I  think,  was  Pitch'  upon  thinking  he  might  hare  More  lofla- 
ence  with  Council,  than  Another  that  might  as  Qoickly  Delirer  the 
Dispatches.  For  my  Part,  I  think  the  Distresses  of  NorthamberlaDd 
County  People  Equal,  if  not  Superior  to  any  thing  that  have  happen' 
to  any  Part  of  the  Continent  Since  the  Commencement  of  the  Present 
war.  Yon  will  see  the  late  Aoc**  in  Some 'Measure,  by  the  letters 
Indos*  by  M'  M'CIay;  I  Believe  only  in  Some  Measure,  as  the 
Aoc**  is  almost  every  Minute  Arriveins  by  People  who  have  Eseap' 
the  Enemy,  that  if  true  are  indeed  truly  Alarming.  The  Ac<^  this 
Moment  is,  the  Town  of  Northumberland  is  Evacuated;  if  so,  then 
Snnburry  will  soon  follow  the  Example,  &  the  Same  frontier  will  be 
where  it  was  twenty  years  Past.  This  Day  the  Township  of  Paztaog 
Met  to  Appoint  a  Committe  to  Act  in  Conjunction  wiUi  the  Other 
Parts  of  the  State,  to  fix  and  lower  the  Prices.  As  soon  as  the 
letters  Came  to  hand  Mess"  Eldar,  M'Clay  &  my  Self  Attended,  had 
the  Whole  Matter  laid  Before  the  People,  that  was  no  inconsiderable 
Number,  &  Propos*  a  Scheme  for  Volantiers  to  turn  out  Immediately 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Distre^  People.  We  have  fix*  Sunday  Morn- 
ing, Eight  O'clock,  to  March,  when,  I  Doubt  not^  at  least  fifty  Hea 
will  Go  that  way,  as  the  Distress  was  so  Great.  Every  thing  ha« 
been  Done  to  Encourage,  but  no  Promise  of  Reward  Absolutely 
Given.  I  know  the  Difficulty  in  Getting  the  Militia  out;  this 
Method  in  the  Mean  time,  in  hopes  to  Stop  the  Progress  of  the 
Enemy,  if  the  Volantiers  Can  be  Allow*  Wages,  or  even  their  Ex- 
penses, it  will  be  Acceptable  if  it  Cannot  be  Done.  .  A  few  liaeB 
from  your  Excellancy— or  from  your  Exoellancy  &  Council  will  be 
truly  Acceptable  to  me,  and  I  will  make  the  Best  use  of  it  in  nj 
Power;  as  I  Assure  you  I  have  Made  Every  Proposal  in  my  Power 
aud  Perhaps  More ;  but  as  the  Greatest  Number  now  Going  from 
this  Batt>  is  Officers,  I  hope  to  Make  the  Matter  more  Easy,  than 
if  they  were  Generally  Privates.  If  you  Write  By  the  Bearer,  Direct 
to  Northumberland  County,  as  I  will  be  there  two  or  three  weeb 
from  this  Date,  if  the  Country  is  not  Entirely  broken  up. 
I  am,  D'  Sir,  with  Esteem, 

Tour  Most  ObS  Humble  Serv*- 

MATT^  SMITH. 

Paxtang,  July  31«*,  1779. 

Directedy 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed|  Esq',  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 

ForwardAd  by  John  Gillcriest,  Esq'. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779.  607 

Gbn.  St.  Clair  to  Pbes.  Rbbd,  1779. 

West  Point,  August  2',  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Ezcellenojrs  Letter  of  the  22^  of  July  oame  to  baud  jester- 
day,  with  the  Resolves  of  Qonucil  aud  the  Commissions  inclosed, 
but  you  mention  a  Note  from  Colonell  Nicola,  which  I  do  not  find. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  my  Letter  to  Mrs.  St.  Clair  should  havo 
occasioned  you  so  much  Trouble  nor  should  I  have  taken  the 
Liberty  at  all,  but  that  I  was  very  much  hurried  at  the  Time,  was 
anxious  for  its  going  safe,  and  had  not  leisure  to  write  another 
Letter  to  serve  as  a  cover  for  it,  to  any  one  Else.  I  thank  you.  Sir, 
for  the  Pains  you  took  about  it,  and  should  I  have  Occasion  to  roako 
any  Inolosures  again,  shall  be  more  careful  about  the  Manner  of 
Sealing. 

Mr.  Broadhead  has  miscarried  in  his  Application.  A  Board  of 
Field  Officers,  a  Copy  of  whose  Report  upon  the  Case  is  inclosed,  have 
judged  that  he  is  precluded  by  a  Resolve  of  Conffress  of  the  22*  of 
May  last  He  unfortunately  mentioned  that  Resolve  himself,  which 
was  not  then  known  of  in  Camp,  but  on  Enquiry  was  found  at  Head 
Quarters.  It  is  the  harder  on  Mr.  Broadhead,  as  several  others  in 
the  same  Circumstances  bad  been  introduced  into  the  Line  previous 
to  that  Resolve. 

The  constant  Attention  paid  by  your  Excellency  to  the  Comfort 
of  the  Army,  and  to  relieve  their  Neoessitys  has  the  Effect  it  ought 
to  produce ;  to  make  every  Man  satisfied  and  grateful,  and  to  the 
Honour  of  the  State,  they  have  done  more  for  their  Troops  than 
any  other  on  the  Continent.  The  Thanks  however  are  chiefly  due 
to  you  for  putting  them  in  Motion.  The  Linnen  will  make  a  very 
handsome  supply  for  every  officer. 

I  was  in  Hopes  that  all  Uneasiness  about  Rank  .was  over ;  but, 
lately,  a  fresh  Jealousy  has  arisen  amongst  the-  Colonel  Is,  that  Colo- 
nell Atlee  intends  to  return  to  the  Army,  and  expects  to  take  Rank 
over  them  from  his  flying  Camp  Commission.  This,  I  think,  they 
need  not  trouble  themselves  about,  as  I  believe  he  hss  no  such  Views. 
But  if  he  should  have  such  an  Intention  perhaps  he  has  not  con- 
sidered that  his  having  accepted  a  Seat  in  Congress  would  prevent 
him,  a  Resignation  being  necessary  before  any  militarv  Man  can 
take  a  seat  there ;  and  a  Resignation  destroys  all  Rank,  nor  is  it 
any  Matter  whether  the  Resignation  is  formal  or  not — the  having 
acted  in  a  Capacity  to  which  that  was  a  prerequisite  must  amount  to 
a  Resignation  de  facto.  The  Colonels  however,  I  am  sure,  would 
never  submit  to  it  if  the  Case  were  otherwise,  and  I  have  been  re« 
quested  by  some  of  them  to  mention  itto  you,  which  bas  occasioned 
this  Paragraph. 

No  Movement  in  the  Enemys  Army  of  Consequence  bas  yet  taken 


608  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIYBS  1779. 

Place.  They  are  retired  to  York  Island,  from  whence  I  think  an 
Embarkation  will  Boon  happen,  and  probably  will  proceed  to  the 
Eastward,  however  if  Sir  Harry  Clinton  is  saperseded,  a  new  Plan 
of  Operations  may  be  adopted— >that  Gircnmstanoe  is  eonfidentlj 
reported^  bnt  not  ascertained.  This  Post  at  any  Rate  will  soon  Ve 
in  a  state  not  so  much  to  require  the  Protection  of  an  Army. 

Oeneral  Irwin  requests  me  to  present  his  ComplimentSy  and  I  am 
with  the  greatest  Bespeot  and  Esteem 
Sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

A'  ST.  CLAIR. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqmie. 


BoBEBT  MoBBis  TO  Secy.  Matlace,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  was  mnoh  obliged  to  you  for  the  Commission  for  the  Sbip 
Defence  &  returned  the  Bond  executed  but  do  not  know  the  charge. 
I  am  now  requested  by  MesB*"  Hooe  &  Harrisons  of  Alexandria  to 
send  them  a  Commission  for  the  Ship  Qen>  Washington  of  I  beUero 
18  Ouns  &  60  men  Cap^  Walker,  and  another  for  Sdiooner 

•  Bishop  Cap*  of  about  Eight  guns  Col*  Hooe  &  his  partoen 

are  men  of  Consequence  staunch  whiggs,  &  will  return  Uie  Bonds 
duely  executed  or  if  more  agreeable  I  will  sign  them  here.  I  hope 
there  is  no  impropriety  in  these  applioationa,  &  if  there  is  not,  yoa'l 
oblige  me  by  sen<&ng  the  Commimons  by  the  bearer  to  go  ^  Post  and 
let  him  know  the  charge  of  Moh  that  he  may  bring  the  money  to 
your  office. 

lam 

with  much  respect 

Sir  your  Obed* 

h'bb  Serrant 

ROBT  MORRIS. 
August  8d,  1779. 
Directed, 
To  Timothy  Maflack,  Esq^,  Sec^  of  Pensylvania. 
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n.  Miller  &  Jno,  Clark  Jr.  to  Prbsidbnt  Beeb,  1779^ 

Berwick,  Aug*  3d,  1779. 

Ensign  Wm.  Russell  now  of  the  third  Pennsylvania,  hut  late  of 
the  first  Rigiment  entered  into  the  aerdce  of  America  at  the  oom- 
mencement  of  the  War,  and  marched  with  the  first  Rifie  Company 
from  this  County  to  Camhrid^e,  during  the  time  he  was  under  our 
Command  he  hehaved  as  a  good  and  dutiful  Soldier,  nor  have  we  ever 
heard  any  thing  to  his  prejudice  since,  at  the  Battle  of  Brandewine 
he  lost  his  Leg  hy  a  Cannon  hall  from  the  Enemy  which  as  we 
understand  has  deprived  him  of  his  Promotions,  and  that  justice 
may  he  dono  him,  we  have  thought  proper  to  write  you  in  his  favor 
&  have  granted  him  this  as  a  certificate  due  to  his  Merit,  &  we  make 
no  doubt  you  will  grant  him  all  the  aid  in  your  power. 
We  are 

very  respectfully 

your  honors  most  Obd*  Serv** 
HY.  MILLER, 
JNO.  CLARK,  Jun. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency  the  Pres*  &  supreme  Executive  Council. 


GoL.  Matthew  Smith  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1779. 

August  8rd,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  Arriv*  at  Sunhurry,  with  Sixty  Paxtang  Boys,  the  Neigh- 
bouring Townships  turns  out  a  Number  of  Volantiers,  Cumberland 
County  will  Give  a  Considerable  Assistance,  to  morrow  at  12  o'Clock 
is  fixt  for  the  time  of  March,  Provisiona  is  Scarce,  But  we  intend  to 
follow  the  Savages,  we  hope  to  Come  at  them,  as  they  Number  of 
Cattle,  is  Great,  they  have  taken,  from  the  Countrey  &  must  make  a 
Slow  Progress  on  their  Return  home — ^I  hope  to  See  them  on  their 
Return  &  Doubt  not  if  we  Do,  to  Qive  a  Good  Ace*.  I  inclose  a 
Copy  of  the  Capitulation  at  Fort  Freeland  *  the  Capt"  M«  Donald  of 
the  Rangers,  is  formerly  a  Sergeant  in  Col.  Montgomery's  Reg^  of 
Highlanders,  his  humanity  has  Appear*  in  this  one  Instance- 
Perhaps  the  first  in  this  war,  fifty  two  Women  &  Children  Came  aafe 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  62. 
26* 
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to  this  place,  being  ihe  Number  Taken — ^fonr  old  Men  also  mi 
Admitted  to  Gome  Back,  the  Enemy  Suppos'  them  not  fit  to  March 
to  Niagara,  inclos''  is  a  list  of  the  Namber  of  Capt*  Boon's  par^ 
kill',  uso  the  Names  of  the  Persona  belonging  to  the  Garrison,  tbis 
Ace*  I  Believe  is  the  Fact  as  the  party  ont  yesterday  bave  Bnry*the 
Dead,  Ghtve  me  the  List  the  Distress  of  the  Pec^le  bere  is  Great— 
yon  may  have  some  Conception,  but  Scarcely  Can  be  told— the  town 
BOW  Composes  Northumberland  Conaty.  the  Enemy  have  Bunt, 
Every  where  they  have  Been,  honses,  Barnes,  Bice  &  Wheat,  in  the 
fieldsi  Stocks  of  hay,  &c :  is  all  Consom'*— Snch  Devastation  I  have 
not  yet  Seen — I  write  this  in  haste  &  am  Sir  yonr  Most  ob'  Homlf 
Servl. 

MAT1>  SMITH  * 

Ang»*  3*,  1779,  Snnbnry. 

Direetedf 

His  Excellency,  Jo^  Reed  Esq'   President   of   the   State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


No.l. 


iglen, 


Those  kill'd  at  Freeland's  fort  in 
Gapt.  Boon's  party. 

Capt.  Boon, 
Gapt.  Sam^  Dooj 
Jeremiah  M'QI 
Natf  Smith, 
John  Jones. 
Edw'  Costikan, 
Ezra  Green, 
Samuel  Neel, 
Matt'w  McClintock, 
Hugh  M'Qill, 
And''  Wooda 


Kil<  in  the  fort 


Ja'Wat^ 
John  McClintock, 
W-  M'Clung, 
James  Miles, 
Henry  Qilfiilen. 


♦  See  Col,  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT^,  p.  62. 
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No.  2. 

Articles  of  Capitulation,  Fort  Fbbbland,  1779. 

Artioles  of  Oapitalatioa  Bnt«  into  Between  Capt>  John  M«Daniel 
On  hifl  Majesiiei  part  &  John  Little  on  that  of  that  of  the  Congress. 

Article  1*^  The  Men  in  Oarrison  to  March  out  k  Ground' their 
Arms  in  the  Oreen,  in  front  of  the  fort  which  is  to  be  taken  in  Pos- 
eession  of  Imediatelj  bj  his  Majesty's  Troops. 

Agreed  too. 

2^^»  All  Men  Bearing  Anqs  are  to  Surrender  themselves 
Prisoners  of  War  &  to  be  Sent  to  Niagara. 

Ag*  too. 

8<.  The  Women  and  Children  not  to  be  Strip*  of  their  Cloathing 
nor  Molested  by  the  Indians  and  to  be  at  Liberty  to  Hove  Down 
the  Country  where  they  Please. 

Ag«  too. 
A  Copy. 

JOHN  MCDONALD  Capt.  of  Bangers, 
JOHN  LITTLE.* 


Banibl  Lbyan  to  Council,  1779. 

Beading,  8d  August,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  favor,  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
send  me  by  the  bearer  James  Cotter,  one  hundred  and  forty  Licences 
for  Tavern  keepers,  if  you  conveniently  can,  as  Court  is  to  be  held 
here  next  week,  I  have  not  any  neither  have  I  received  any  since  I 
have  been  in  Commission. 

I  should  also  be  glad,  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  inform  ^ 
return  of  bearer,  your  proper  fees  on  each  Licence,  as  I  am  not  pro- 
perly acquainted  with  them  in  the  late  regulation. 

Inclosed  I  now  send  my  Bond  for  performance  of  office,  to  his 
Excellency  Jos.  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  this  State,  it  ought  to  have 
been  sent  before,  but  hopes  his  Bzoellency  will  excuse  the  neglect 

It's  Beported  here  this  day  by  several  people  oomeing  from  San- 
bury  in  the  County  of  Northumberland,  that  the  Indians  have  bum'd 
severall  Houses  &  Bams  near  Wallaces,  taken  a  small  Fort,  and 

*  See  preceding  Letter. 
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about  thirty  Prisoners,  by  aocounts  tbey  are  determiDod  to  obfitraek 
the  Communication  between  Satibary  and  the  north  Branch  of  the 
River  Susquehanna. 

Sir,  your  most 

Ob't  humble  Servant, 

DAN.  LEVAN. 
Directed^ 
Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq.,  Seeratary  Philadelphia. 


Pkk0.  Kebd  to  C0J4.  Barthbm  Gal^raith,  1779. 

Aug*  3d,  1779. 
Bic, 

Inelosed  I  sebft  you  a  Resolution  of  Oounoil  ealllBg  forth  a  Class 
of  the  Militia  for  the  Relief  of  the  Fruaters  i?hich  are  overwheliMii 
with  Pistivss,  Sum  of  the  most  considerable  Persons  killed  ft  tbeir 
Families  flying  into  the  Safe  Parts  of  the  Cuntry  leaving  all  behind 
them.  We  hope  there  will  be  no  Biffioulty  on  this  Oooasioo  in 
turning  out,  ft  we  shall  regard  that  man  as  an  Enemy  to  his  Coantiy 
ft  to  this  State  in  particular  who  endeavours  to  disturb  the  Minds  of 
the  People  with  Disputes  about  the  Militia  Laws.  Our  Orders  are 
clear  ft  explicit  for  a  Class  that  ^heremay  be  no  Pretence  of  Evasion 
ft  we  require  of  you  a  firm  ft  faithful  Performance  of  your  Dntj  bj 
rewarding  these  brave  Men  ft  deserving  Men  who  are  willing  to 
assist  their  Brethren  in  Distress,  ft  fining  with  Impartiality  ft  Strict- 
ness every  one  who  refuses.  We  see  ft  feel  the  Consequences  of  onr 
former  Orders  having  been  uncomplied  with,  a  whole  Oounty  broke 
up  ft  a  heavy  State  Expenoe  incurred  which  would  have  been  on  the 
United  States  if  Out  orders  of  last  Spring  bad  been  obeyed  ft  a  regular 
Tour  of  Duty  preserved.  Whereas  now  it  may  become  a  Question. 
We  expect  800  Men  from  your  County  ft  if  one  Class  does  not  far- 
nish  then  call  upon  another  ft  so  on  ontiH  the  Number  is  procured 
fining  all  Delinquents.  It  is  a  reproach  to  those  who  live  in  Safetj 
to  refuse  to  march  to  the  Asaistanrseof  their  distressed  Friends  which 
Lancaster  €ounty  will  not  upon  (his  Occasion  I  hope  incur.  Wean 
fully  pnersuaded  of  your  Exertioos  Jt  hope  you  will  act  on  this  Ooca- 
sicto  with  your  usual  Spirit  ft  Attention.  Should  any  Difficulties  be 
thrown  in  your  Way  we  request  you  to  in&rm  us  by  whom  ft  on 
what  Pretence,  as  we  are  resolved  to  make  the  Conduct  of  sach 
Persomi  fully  &  dearly  known. 

I  am  Sir,  fte. 
Direddd, 

To  Col.  B.  Galbraith  L«  of  Laacastof . 
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Pubs.  Rmd  to  Col.  Ji£OB  Steoup,.  1779. 

InOoancil^ 

Phaad*,  Auguflt  3d,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Distresses  of  your  Oonnty  by  the  late  Incnrsions  of  the  In- 
dians has  given  ns  very  great  Concern^  and  the  more  so  as  we  under- 
stand the  Militia  having  got  into  some  Confusion  do  not  render  the 
Services  that  might  be  expected.  We  are  sorry  to  find  that  some 
mistaken  Opinions  yon  have  formed  on  th^  Mode  of  their  being  called 
ont  &  of  the  Appointments  of  the  Lieutenants  have  had  a  great  share 
in  this  Evil.  As  you  are  now  most  probably  experiencing  the  sad 
Effects  of  such  Mistakes  we  shall  not  add  to  your  Pbih  by  dwelling 
upon  them.  But  desire  you  to  consider  the  Effects  &  Consequences, 
which  cannot  be  other  than  the  Ruin  of  your  outer  Settlements  & 
Impoverishment  of  the  County  itself. 

A  well  regulated  Militia  is  the  only  proper  k  effectual  Force  against 
Such  an  Enemy,  &  the  Enemy  would  stand  more  in  Awe  of  them 
titan  three  Times  the  Number  of  standing  Troops.  To  raise  Coim«' 
panics  for  a  few  Months  is  not  only  dreadMly  expensive  &  m  most 
Cases  ineffectual^  but  it  seems  to  unhinge  the  System  &  leaves  you 
in  fact  much  weaker  than  before.  As  you  tberefbre  possess  a  ffood 
share  of  the  Esteem  &  Confidence  of  the  People,  I  shall  hope  i  de 
recommend  it  to  you  as  the  best  Service  you  can  perform  to  your 
bleeding  Country  to  do  away  ad  far  as  posnble  the  Effects  of  former 
Opinions  &  strive  by  a  general  Concurrence  with  the  other  Oentlemen 
in  the  Militia  to  give  them  Vigour  &  Efficacy,  encouraging  &  pro^ 
mQting  a  Spirit  of  Fidelity  &  Ol^dience  to  the  Laws  as  calculated  to 
afford  the  best  Relief  &  Security  against  this  dreadful  Calamity. 

Wishing  you  Health  &  Safety 

I  remain  Sir^  your  most 

obed.  &  very  Hbbl  Serv* 

JOS.  REBD, 

President. 

To  Colonel  Jacob  Stroud  of  N'  County. 
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Pres.  Rbbd  to  Matthrw  Smith,  1779. 

In  Council, 

P«,  August  8*,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Aeoounts  from  NorthumlMirland  are  ao  truly  alarming  &  dia- 
treaaingthat  ainoe  their  Arrival  we  have  been  doTising  every  Method 
in  our  Power  to  give  the  desired  Relief.  Every  Event  of  thia  kind 
ahewa  in  the  olearest  &  stroDgeat  Ooloura  the  Neoeasity  &  Use  of  a 
well  regulated  Militia,  ft  we  hope  will  shew  our  Frienda  in  the 
Country  the  Obligationa  they  are  under  to  execute  those  Lawa  & 
enforee  that  System  whioh  can  only  give  effioadoua  Aasistanoe  & 
Relief  in  such  Calamity.  The  Activity  &  Spirit  you  have  afaewn  in 
goinff  to  their  Relief  with  the  few  brave  Men  you  have  collected, 
entiUea  you  &  them  to  our  warmest  Thanka,  which  I  hope  you  will 
make  known  to  them.  We  have  paased  the  enclosed  Rraolves  k 
shall  give  every  other  Aid  &  Asaiatance  we  can  for  their  Encourage- 
ment &  Support— when  you  write  again  let  ua  know  what  farther 
can  be  done  to  shew  our  Approbation  of  their  Conduct  ft  ffve  them, 
further  Pfoob  of  our  Attention. 

We  suspect  the  principal  Derign  of  the  Enemy  is  to  evade  ft 
counteract  the  Expedition  against  them  under  Gen.  Sullivan,  and 
if  they  mean  to  fall  into  faia  Rear  we  should  hope  a  vigorona  Exer- 
tion on  the  Part  of  the  Country  will  render  anch  a  Position  very 
dangerous — ^if  on  the  other  Hand,  no  anch  Exertion  is  made,  300 
Men  in  the  Rear  of  that  Army  will  more  effectually  counteract  its 
Operationa  than  1000  in  the  Front  Theae  are  Considerations  which 
we  hope  will  have  a  powerful  Effect  on  the  Minds  of  the  People  ft 
induce  them  to  exert  themaelvea  vigorously  to  put  the  Enemy  be* 
tween  two  Fires — For  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  if  they 
should  meet  with  any  aevere  Loss  this  will  be  the  last  Effort — aa 
the  Care  of  their  own  Country  must  now  become  an  Object  of  their 
Concern. 

Party  Disputes  here  are  a^iu  raised  to  a  very  high  Pitch,  it 
ahould  seem  that  the  restless  Disposition  of  some  Persons  will  never 
leave  the  Community  in  Peace — ^It  is  to  be  wish'd  they  would 
defer  them  till  the  Enemy  was  gone  ft  then  if  they  chuse  to  quarrell 
they  would  only  injure  them8elves.-^Wishing  you  Health  ft  Safety, 
ft  requesting  you  to  inform  us  of  your  Proceediugs  by  all  Opportu- 
nities, I  remain  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  ft  very 

Hbble  Ser. 
Indorsed  J 

1779,  August  S<,  To  Honble  Matthew  Smith,  Esq.,  Councellor 
for  L'  County. 
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Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Col.  S4ml.  Hunter,  1779. 

August  3, 1779. 
Sir, 

*  The  several  Lettera  from  you  to  Col.  Smith  &  from  several  other 
Gentlemen  informing  of  the  Distress  of  the  County  of  Northumber- 
land, have  been  duly  reeeived  &  attended  to.  Professions  of  our 
sympathy  ft'iooneem  are  nnneoessary  you  must  suppose  what  is  really 
the  Case  that  an  Anxiety  to  relieve  &  support  you  is  only  to  be 
equalled  by  the  Distress  &  Calamity  to  whieh  you  have  been  exposed. 
Having  made  an  early  tryal  of  the  Militia  of  the  interior  Counties 
to  go  to  the  Frontiers  &  form  a  sort  of  Standing  Protection  &  finding 
our  best  Measures  defeated  partly  by  the  Ne^eot  &  Misoondnot  of 
our  own  Officers  k  partly  by  the  very  improper  Conduct  of  some 
Persons  of  Weight  &  Influence  who  from  Party  views  did  all  in  their 
Power  to  distraet  &  oensuro  the  People  we  were  oonstrained  to  trust 
the  Defenoe  of  the  Frontiers  to  Providence  and  the  small  exertions  of 
the  People,  immediately  interestedyat  the  same  time  ever  hopiiig  that 
Gen.  Bnllivans  expedition  would  be  so  effioaeiousi  as  to  give  a 
Permanency  of  Safety  ft  tranquility.  We  cannot  relinquish  our 
Expectation  that  this  will  yet  be  the  Case  in  the  End,  &  it  would 
have  been  some  Consolation  if  the  intermediate  Ravages  had  not  been 
so  neat  ft  distreosing. 

xou  will  see  by  the  enclosed  what  steps  we  have  taken,  ft  we  shall 
do  every  thing  farther  that  can  be  done — ^if  you  want  any  supplies 
let  us  know  it,  if  any  practicable  Measures  besides  the  Militia  or  in 
liieu  of  it  occurs  to  you  acquaint  us  with  it — after  the  most  mature 
deliberation  we  could  see  only  two  Measures  to  be  taken  the  first  to 
give  all  possible  Encouragement  to  the  Volunteers  who  would  lum 
out  in  the  Exigence,  ft  Secondly  to  send  a  competent  Foroe  of  Militia 
as  soon  as  possible  to  their  Relief,  orders  for  which  are  gone  forth. 
If  they  will  not  assist  their  friends  Brethren  ft  Countrymen  we 
cannot  help  it — but  we  trust  that  seing  what  dreadful  Consequences 
do  ensue  from  Neglect  they  will  exert  themselves  to  save  what  fs 
kft  ft  eneoorage  ft  support  their  Friends  in  the  time  of  Distress. 
I  am  with  much  Regard  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  ft  very 

Hbble  Ser. 
To  Col.  Samuel  Hunter  Lieutenant^  of  Northumberland. 
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Paes.  Bred  to  Cols.  &c.  of  Norihampton  Countt,  1779. 

Phikd.,  Aug.  8, 1779. 
Gentlemen^ 

It  has  given  ns  great  Conoem  to  hear  that  when  yonr  County  is 
in  the  ntmost  Danger  ft  Apprehension,  when  so  many  ci  yonrfiiends 
ft  Countrymen  are  suffering  so  much  from  a  cruel  ft  barbaroui 
Enemy,  the  Militaa  which  if  well  regulated  would  be  your  best 
Defence  is  in  such  aBtate  of  Confusion  as  to  giye  little  or  no  Aid. 
We  entreat  you  Gentlemen  to  beslar  yourselves  support  your  Lieu- 
tenants with  your  utmost  Weight  ft  Influence,  remore  fiom  tiit 
Minds  of  your  Neighbours  every  unkind  ft  uncharitable  SentimeBt 
ft  urge  them  to  obey  the  Laws,  to  nerform  the  Of&oes  ft  Duties  of 
Humanity  which  require  us  on  aU  Occasions  to  endeavour  to  relieve 
the  Distresses  ft  remove  the  Dangers  of  our  Friends  ft  Tellow  Sub- 
jects. It  is  probable  firom  this  Beginning  that  the  Indians  iindisg 
you  so  unprepared  will  be  induced  to  oontinne  Uieir  Ravages  £ 
endeavour  to  evade  the  Bxpedition  set  on  Foot  against  them  by  dis- 
tressing ft  destroying  the  Frontiers.— »I  therefore  take  this  Opp^  to 
tequest  you  would  at  some  convenient  Day  call  out  your  BatfiJioDi^ 
convince  them  of  the  Necessity  ft  Duty  Uiey  are  under  to  torn  otit 
with  Alacrity  ft  Zeal  when  such  Havock  ja  mide  amoi^  thdr  Friends 
ft  Countrymen.  If  they  are  Lovers  of  this. Government  ft  Oonatiii- 
tion  they  will  shew  it  by  their  Submission  toils  Laws  ft  a  cbeaHid 
Discharge  ef  their  Duty-^for  nothinff  can  so  effectually  disgnoe  & 
injure  any  government  as  having  its  Laws  ne^;leoted  iia .  Frontieis 
destroyed  ft  a  mere  handful  of  an  Enemy  committing  Savages  wiM 
the  spirited  Exertions  of  a  few  Men  will  soon  suppress  if  animstoJ 
by  a  proper  Sence  of  Duty  to  themselves  ft  their  Country. 

Extinguish  the  Disputes  which  subsist  among  vou  as  hUl  to  year 
Peace  Safety  ft  Happiness  ft  hereafter  let  there  be  but  one  Dispute 
who  shall  serve  bis  Country  best.  If  there  are  any  Difisrenoes 
between  you  ft  any  of  the  Li<^tenant8  ini  Matter  of  Optnion  avmd 
Disputes  ft  Heartburnings  as  much  as  postible,  support  each  other, 
ft  be  assured  that  we  will  support  you  with  every  Necessary.  If  I 
could  flatter  myself  this  happy  Spirit  would  prevail  I  shoidd  have 
Pleasure  in  visiting  the  County  ft  examining  the  State  of  the  Mili- 
tia— ^This  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  this  Fall  if  other  publick  Business 
will  admit,  in  the  mean  Time  recommending  these  Things  to  yov 
most  serious  Consideration. 

I  remain  Gentleman, 

Your  sincere  Friend 

ft  Obed.  Hbble  Servi 
Directed, 

Te  the  Colonels  ft  other  Field  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  Northum- 
berland County. 
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Peks.  Reed  to  Col.  John  Wbtzbl,  1779. 

Phnad%  August  3, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Depredations  which  have  lately  been  committed  in  &  near 
the  County  of  Northampton  have  given  us  the  most  sensible  Concern. 
We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  the  Expedition  under  Gen^  Sullivan 
would  have  given  perfect  Peace  to  that  &  every  other  Part  of  our 
Western  Frontiers.  It  must  now  be  clearly  evident  that  nothing 
can  afford  effectual  Relief  against  this  Calamity  but  a  well  regulated 
Militia,  which  being  alFways  at  Hand  might  beforo  this  Time  if  duly 
attended  to  have  given  a  Check  to  their  barbarous  Incursions.  It  - 
was  to  this  Force  &  not  to  standing  Troops  or  volunteer  Companies 
raised  for  a  few  Months  &  stationed  in  Forts  that  N.  England  deliv- 
ered herself  from  the  most  horrible  Indian  Wars.  And  we  must 
recommend  it  to  you  in  the  most  earliest  &  serious  Manner  to  give 
this  important  Service  your  utmost  Attention.  If  your  other  offices 
as  we  fear  is  the  Case  interfere  with  your  Duties  as  Lieutenant  of 
the  County — we  would  wish  you  to  consider  in  which  you  can  be 
most  useful,  and  not  suffer  one  Duty  to  clash  with  another  by  attemp- 
ting to  perform  too  much  or  too  many. 

K  the  Colonels  or  other  Officers  fail  in  their  respective  Duties  & 
do  not  give  you  the  Support  they  ought  we  request  you  would  can- 
didly &  fairly ^mmunicate  such  Transactions  that  Measures  maybe 
taken  to  enforce  a  different  Line  of  Conduct.  If  the  Frontiers  are 
broke  up  those  who  now  think  themselves  safe  will  be  a  Frontier  & 
shortly  experience  that  Wretchedness  from  which  they  now  refuse 
to  rescue  their  Neighbours.  We  doubt  not  from  the  Influence  & 
Weiffht  you  must  possess  that  your  Represntations  on  this  Head 
will  be  much  regarded  &  we  do  entreat  you  to  leave  no  Means  unes- 
sayed  to  effect  this  desirable  Purpose. 

We  immediately  complied  with  your  Request  the  other  Day,  we  , 
shall  do  the  same  on  all  other  Occasions  being  resolved  that  nothing 
in  our  Power  shall  be  wanting  to  give  the  good  People  of  the  Coun- 
ty all  possible  Relief  and  Assistance. 
I  am  Sir^ 

Tour  most  Obed.  ft  very 

Hbble  Servt. 

JOS.  REED,  President 
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Prbs.  Rbed  to  Col.  John  Caruthbrs,  1779. 

Philad.,Aug.4,1779. 
Sir, 

I  enclose  you  a  Resolve  of  this  Board  direotiDg  yon  to  call  forth 
a  Class  of  Militia,  provided  the  same  consists  of  300  Men  exdoan 
of  Officers,  for  the  Relief  of  the  distressed  Inhabitants  of  Northnm- 
berland,  who  are  now  fleeing  in  the  greatest  Distress  before  tb« 
Savages  of  the  Wilderness,  &  Whites  more  savage  if  possible  thu 
they.  Having  never  accepted  your  Resignation  or  that  of  the  Sob 
Lieut',  Mr.  Sharpe  &  Gregory,  you  cannot  consider  yourselves  dis- 
charged from  those  Offices,  &  we  therefore  expect  &  require  of  joo 
to  act  with  the  same  Vigour  &  Firmness  as  if  you  had  never  pre- 
sented them.  It  is  now  no  Season  for  Dispute  or  Opposition— e?erj 
lesser  Consideration  must  give  way  to  the  Relief  of  these  unhappy 
Sufferers,  &  that  Man,  let  his  Pretences  be  what  they  may,  who 
opposes  this  Duty  of  Justice  or  Humanity  must  be  an  Enemy  to  bb 
Country  &  this  State  in  particular.  Should  any  Obstructions  thcK- 
fore  be  thrown  in  your  Way  similar  to  those  upon  former  Oocasiopfl, 
we  request  yon  to  pay  no  Regard  to  them,  but  to  proceed  with 
Vigour  &  Firmness,  acquainting  as  with  the  Circumstances.  The 
particulars  of  the  Distresses  you  will  see  some  short  Sketch  of  in 
the  inclosed  News  Paper,  but  this  is  a  very  imperfect  Picture  of 
what  they  really  are.  The  Reason  why  we  have  not  called  upon 
York  is  because  by  the  Irregularity  of  their  Proceedings  &  ConfosioD 
the  Militia  have  got  into  such  a  State  that  we  could  expect  no 
Service  from  them.  This  will  be  a  Matter  proper  for  the  Consid- 
eration of  the  Assembly,  who  doubtless  will  take  Care  thst  bo 
County  shall  take  Advantage  of  its  own  Wrong  to  exempt  itadf 
from  publick  Duties.  Our  Orders  are  now  so  clear,  that  we  think 
no  Dispute  can  possibly  arise,  and  as  it  may  be  possible  that  befoR 
the  Militia  can  march,  there  may  be  some  Alteration  in  the  State 
of  Affairs,  we  request  you  to  correspond  with  Col.  Hunter,  &  if  he 
should  alter  the  Destination  of  the  Troops  you  will  conform — ^bat  in 
our  own  Judgment  a  Body  of  Troops  will  be  essentially  neoesstfj 
to  preserve  the  Communication  with  Gen.  Sullivan's  Armv. 

You  will  also  direct  the  Company  of  Rangers  raisea  in  yonr 
County  to  proceed  agreeable  to  the  Resolve.  We  have  not  heiitl 
of  their  Progress  for  some  Time.  Mr.  Canon  of  Carlisle  can  infonn 
you,  if  Capt.  Campbell  should  be  at  a  Distance. 

We  cannot  doubt  but  under  these  CironmstanoeSy  you,  &  Hr. 
Sharpe  &  Mr.  Gregory  will  consider  it  as  a  Duty  of  the  most  essen- 
tial Kind  &  perform  it  accordingly.  In  so  doing  you  will  show 
your  Regard  to  your  Country^  &  render  an  acceptable  Service  to 
us. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  most  obd.  Hbble.  Ser.. 

J.R 

To  Colonel  John  Camthers. 
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Col,  Saml.  Hunter  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1779. 

Snnbury,  August  y  4th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  yon  that  this  Gonnty  has  sufered  very  mnoh 
leatly  by  the  Barages  of  a  Cruel  Savage  Enemy  ;  y«  26tb  of  last 
month  there  was  a  large  party  made  their  appearanoe  at  Fort  Free- 
land,  to  the  amount  of  between  three  and  four  Hundred,  Indians; 
TorjB,  &  some  Regular  Troops,  under  the  Command  of  one  Capt. 
McDonald;  they  surrounded  the  small  Garrison,  and  fired  very 
smartly  for  some  time,  which  was  Returned  by  the  men  in  y*  fort, 
when.  McDonald  Hoisted  a  white  Flag,  &  one  John  Little  that  was 
in  the  Garrison  went  out  with  another ;  they  met  a  little  Distance  of 
and  concluded  on  Articles  of  Capitulation, — ^that  all  who  bore  arms 
in  the  Garrison  was  to  Surrender  prisoners  of  War,  and  the  Women 
and  Children  to  be  at  liberty  to  g«  off  unmolested. 

There  was  in  the  Garrison  at  the  time  Twenty  Six  men  &  fifty 
Women  and  Children,  who  is  all  come  safe  in ;  the  fireing  at  Free-  • 
lands  was  heard  at  Boons  Mil),  about  seven  miles  Distance,  where 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  had  collected.  Captains  Boon  and 
Kemplen  marched  of  with  thirty  four  men  to  reinforce  the  Fort  at 
Freelands,  but  was  met  a  little  ways  on  this  side  by  a  number  of  the 
Savages,  who  surrounded  them  imediately;  our  men  behaved  with 
great  bravery  for  some  little  time,  but  being  overpowered  by  num- 
bers was  almost  cut  to  pieces ;  our  loss  there  was  fifteen  kill'd  &  two 
Wounded ;  among  the  Dead  is  Cap^  Boon  &  Cap^  Saml.  Dougherty, 
two  Very  Good  men. 

Uppon  this  Alarm,  all  the  inhabitants  above  this  eame  into 
Northumberland  &  Snnbnry,  where  we  put  ourselves  in  the  best 
posture  Possable  for  to  stand  onr  Ground  and  defend  the  two  towns 
in  case  the  Enimy  advanced ;  in  consequence  of  this  sudden  alarm, 
I  sent  of  an  Express  to  General  Sullivan,  informing  him  of  our 
situation,  and  Requesting  some  few  of  his  Troops  to  assist  us  in  the  « 
dangerous  state  we  were  in  at  that  time,  but  he  did  not  think  it  expe- 
dient to  send  any,  which  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  Goppy  of  his 
letter  to  me,  his  Reasons  for  not  Complying  with  my  Requ'est.* 

The  Enimy  is  gone  over  Munoy  Hill,  by  the  best  intetigenoe  we 
havo  from  Partys  we  keep  out,  and  has  Plundered  and  burned  the 
Country  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  Northumberland  Town  on  the 
West  Branch ;  there  is  a  number  of  familys  that  is  Realy  in  Dis- 
tress, baveing  nothing  left  them  to  subsist  uppon.  I  have  ordered 
these  Rations  for  some  little  time,  untill  I  hear  from  Council.  We 
Kxpect  to  have  as  Good  as  two  Hundred  or  more  Volintiers  from 
PaxtoD  &  Hanover  here  this  night,  (and  a  number  of  them  the 
prinoiaple  people  in  these  two  Townships)  and  intends  makeing  up 
a  party  of  four  Hundred  men  to  pursue  those  Plunderers  and  En- 

*  See  page  694. 
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deaTonr  to  Betake  our  Horses  and  Cows  they  have  aloDg,  wbick  u 
a  great  Quantity. 

Oeneral  SolIiTan  marched  from  Wyoming  last  Satnrday  with  the 
Whole  Army,  Except  a  Small  Garrison  left  there,  and  if  this  does 
not  draw  of  the  Attention  of  the  Enimy  from  otur  Quarter,  we  Cm- 
not  pretend  to  stay  here  without  some  assistance  of  Troops  being 
stationed  for  the  imediat  defence  of  the  County,  as  the  hest  of  ooi 
men  is  engaged  in  the  Boat  Seryicoi  and  gone  out  with  the  Amy, 
which  Weakens  this  County  much. 

I  am^  with  great  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  Ob*  Humb*  Ser?*, 

8AML.  HUNTER,  L.N.C.* 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Bsq^  President  of  the  State  ef 
Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  McCalla  to  Pbbs.  Rebd  1779.    ^ 

Plumstead,  4  Aug^,  1779. 

Sir, 

As  I  have  been  a  long  time  in  the  Forage  Department  in  Boefa 
County,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  Foraging  is  become  more 
difficult  than  Ever,  tho'  there  is  a  great  Plenty,  they  will  not^ 
it  (a  few  Excepted)  without  an  Extravagant  price,  &  manyiiot  enn 
for  that,  &  beg  the  Executive  Body  will  take  it  into  Considentioit 
&  hope  some  method  will  spedily  be  taken  by  that  Body  to  EoaUc 
US  to  supply  every  post  with  grain  &  Hay  sufficient,  that  we  maj  ^ 
enabled  (with  a  blessing)  to  have  a  Sufficient  Supply  &  go  oa  mm! 
Prosper  which  is  the  sincere  wish  &  desire  of  your  most  Obed*  tod 
Very  H'bble  Serv*. 

WM.  McCALLA,  A.  P.  G'. 
Direotedf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.^  Piesident  of  the  Ezeeo- 
live  Council,  Phihid*. 

♦  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  72. 
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Plan  for  improving  the  Currbncy,  1779. 

Pbiladelphw,  Aagost  4th;  1779. 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council. 

We  hare  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Counoil  the  inolosed  printed 
plan  for  stopping  the  emissions  and  raising  a  revenue  by  subscrip* 
tioD,  which  after  being  published  in  the  newspapers  and  in  hand- 
bills for  the  consideration  of  the  Public,  and  twice  read  at  a  general 
Town  Meeting  held  in  the  State-house  yard,  on  the  26th  day  of  July 
last,  was  unanimously  approved,  and  the  subscribers  part  of  whom 
are  the  proposers  and  projectors  of  the  same,  were  at  the  said  Town 
meeting  nnapimously  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excel- 
lency Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President,  the  Hon'bb  George  Bryan  Esq' 
Vice  President,  and  other  members  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  and  to  confer  with  them  thereon,  and  request  their  assis- 
tance in  carrying  the  same  into  execution  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  pleasure  that  we  execute  this  unanimous 
Besolution  of  our  fellow  Citizens,  and  at  the  same  time  that  we  feel 
the  most  flattering  hopes  from  the  plan  itself,  and  from  the  chearful 
concurrence  of  all  orders  of  Men  to  promote  and  support  it,  we  have 
likewise  the  most  perfect  confidence  that  the  wisdom  and  patriotism 
of  Council  will  afford  to  it  every  assistance  which  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary  and  Convenient. 

By  a  unanimous  Vote,  we  are  directed  to  present  it  to  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
that  the  same  be  hereafter  known  by  the  title  of '<  TJie  Citizen* s 
I^lan"  under  which  authority  and  tiUe  we  hereby  discharge  this 
part  of  the  trust  with  which  we  have  been  honored. 

As  expedition  makes  an  important  part  towards  ensuring  success, 
we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  lajing  before  Council,  such  measures  as 
may  ocour  to  us  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  same  into  execution. 
We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  experiment  may  be  very  quickly 
made  in  this  City,  and  the  success  which  we  hope  it  will  here  meet 
with  will  give  it  an  honorable  introduction  into  other  States,  for  we 
are  happy  to  observe  that  however  various  Individuals  may  be  in 
matters  of  personal  Politics,  all  are  nnited  in  a  determination  to 
support  measures  for  establishing  the  currency  and  stopping  the 
emissions — ^We  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  method 
to  the  opinion  of  Council. 

First.  That  Subscription  books  be  immediately  prepared,  one 
for  each  ward,  and  that  the  general  committee  of  which  most  of  us 
have  likewise  the  honor  to  be  members,  do  nominate  two  proper 
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persons  at  least  in  each  ward;  to  go  from  House  to  House  to  Solidt 
the  Sabsoriptions. 

SecoDdlj.  That  the  persons  to  whom  that  part  of  the  baaneas 
shall  be  entrasted,  do  onlj  receiTO  the  Subscriptions  in  the  hand 
writing  of  each  person  but  not  any  part  of  the  money. 

Thirdly.  That  the  Books  when  compleated  be  lodged  witbtiie 
supreme  executive  Council^  and  copies  of  them  with  this  Committtt, 
until  a  law  be  passed  to  secure  to  each  subscriber  the  money  he  shall 
deposit,  by  exempting  him  from  paying  Taxes  until  his  future  l^ei 
shall  be  equal  to  his  subscription^  or  until  the  expiration  of  tkne 
years  agreeable  to  the  2d  Article. 

Fourthly.  That  immediatly  on  passinff  such  a  law  GoTernmeiit 
to  appoint  persons  to  collect  the  money,  but  as  we  wish  the  whole 
to  be  an  honorary  undertaking,  we  hope  the  gentlemen  who  dij 
bo  appointed  to  that  Service  to  consider  it  in  that  light,  aooeptiDg 
the  disbursement  of  their  Expences  only.  * 

Fifthly.  That  the  above  method  if  approved,  be  reocommended 
to  the  several  Counties,  as  well  from  this  Committee,  as  from  the 
general  Committee  with  such  assistance  as  government  shall  please 
to  give  them. 

We  have  likewise  to  request  Council  to  confer  with  Congresawi 
the  subject  and  to  desire  them  either  collectively  or  individually  to 
reooommend  the  same  to  be  generally  adopted,  and  as  we  on  oorpart 
shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  send  and  propose  the  same  to 
the  Citizens  of  each  State,  we  request  the  Council  would  be  pleased 
to  transmit  it  likewise  to  the  several  Governments  under  the  eanctioa 
of  their  Ileccommendation. 
We  are 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Ob'  &  very  humble  Serv*» 

DANIEL  ROBERDBAU, 
WM.  BRADFORD, 
WM.  HENRY, 
THOiMAS  PAINE, 
JAMES  HUTCHISON, 
DAV'D  RITTENHOUSB, 
OWEN  BIDDLE.* 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  65,  67,  72,  also  page  643,  in  this  Vol 
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William  Maclay  to  Council,  1779, 

Sunbury^  August  5th,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  siDcere  pleasure  That  I  inform  you  That  the  martial 
Spirit  is  not  yet  extinct  on  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
attaok  made  by  McDonald  last  week,  in  this  County,  was  an  alarming 
one,  as  the  ultimate  object  appeared  to  be  the  Magazine  at  Sunbury, 
and  the  cutting  off  the  Communication  with  Genl.  Sullivan.  The 
Danger  had  a  Proper  effect  on  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster, 
Cumberland  and  York  County.  As  it  was  evident  That  an  Order 
from  the  Council  would  be  too  slow  in  its  effect,  for  the  Succour  of 
Sunbury ;  Volunteers  to  march  immediately  to  Northumberland 
County  was  the  only  expedient  that  could  be  thought  of.  Near 
Fifty  of  G(A.  Elder's  Battalion,  with  Col.  Smith,  marched  without 
Loss  of  Tiifie  up  the  Susquehannab,  and  arrived  in  Sunbury  on 
Monday  Evening }  every  hour  since  has  brought  us  fresh  accession 
of  Number^  ',  We  were  near  ^yq  hundred  strong  this  Mor.ning,  and 
the  Whole  marched  under  Command  of  Col.  Smith  (of  the  Council) 
For  Muncy,  determined,  if  the  Enemy  remain  in  these  Parts,  to  seek 
them  out. 

However  laudable  the  spirit  of  these  Men  may  be,  I  cannot  help 
observing  that  the  support  we  derive  from  them  can  only  be  tempo- 
rary and  short.  We  have,  however,  no  Doubt  But  part  of  the 
Militia  will  be  called  out  to  our  Support. 

As  to  News,  Gen.  SuUiyan  certainly  marched  last  Saturday,  and  ' 
not  before ;  we  do  not  learn  that  he  paid  any  attention  to  the  Party 
under  McDonald. 

'Tis  said  McDonald,  in  some  instances,  restrained  the  impetuosity 
of  the  Savages,  with  respect  to  the  Prisoners.  None,  however,  of 
Boon's  Men  were  made  Prisoners.  The  Enemy  were  amazingly 
fond  of  Plunder ;  every  thing,  however,  which  they  could  not  take 
away  was  destroyed.  Stacks  of  Grain,  Hay,  &c.,  set  on  fire,  Houses 
burned  and  the  Fences  thrown  down,  when  the  Grain  was  still 
standing  in  the  Fields.  In  Fact  every  species  of  Devastation  that  can 
be  thought  of.  They  have  not  (notwithstanding  j«  contrary  Reports) 
advanc^  nearer  Sunbury  Than  about  Twelve  Miles,  and  I  am  apt 
to  believe  that  their  main  Body  were  not  nea|er  than  the  Fort  at 
Freeland's  and  That  their  Retreat  was  made  with  Haste. 

The  great  number  of  Cattle  yet  in  the  woods  as  well  as  the  Quan- 
tity of  Effects  left  behind  by  the  Flying  Inhabitants,  which  The 
Indians  could  not  take  with  them,  or  rather  had  not  time  to  discover 
Tvith  certainty,  may,  perhaps,  induce  them  to  pay  us  a  Second  Visit; 
nothing,  however,  can  be  said  with  certainty  of  the  Motions  of  so 
irregular  an  Enemy. 

I  cannot  help  confessing  myself  rather  inclined  to  believe  (or 
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perhaps  I  ought  to  saj  wish)  that  they  will  attend^to  tiie  Hotiona  of 
Oeneral  Sallifan's  Army,  and  That  we  will  not  be  troubled  with 
them  for  some  Time.  Pray  excuse  my  troubling  you  with  this  long 
and  incorrect  Letter,  I  assure  you  I  haye  searce  Time  to  read  il^ 
much  less  to  make  it  shorter.  But  I  know  I  write  to  a  Friend. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Regard, 

Y'  most  obed.  &  mos^Hbble  ServS 

W-  HACLAY. 
Directed^ 

Publiok  Sonrice. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  favour  of  Jno.  Weitzel,  Esq. 


Gapt.  Thos.  Clugqagb  to  Council,  1779. 

Fort  Robcrtdeau,  August  the  6<*,  1779. 

This  Morning  arived  at  this  post,  Bringing  With  me  what  men  I 
oould  Collect  on  the  Way.  I  think  from  the  accounts  of  my  Bralher, 
that  the  Number  of  the  Enemy  in  those  parts  must  be  Large.  I 
am  sorry  that  I  had  not  been  on  the  Fruntiers  at  the  time  it  happened, 
but  on  Receiving  your  Leter  Directing  me  to  apply  to  M'  Canon, 
in  Carlisle,  for  such  Articles  as  was  wanting  for  my  men,  it  Caused 
me  to  be  abroad — as  Near  an  ac't  as  I  Can  Give  is  mentioned  in  his 
Letter  to  the  Board  of  War. — I  hope  you  will  Excuse  me  in  Writeuig 
Short  at  this  time,  as  the  Express  was  Waiting  when  my  Bmthtt's 
Letter  was  Wrote. 

I  am  Your  Hb>  8^ 

THOMAS  CLUGGAGEL 

N.  B. — This  Moment  there  is  Twelye  men  arived,  and  with  them 
and  what  Can  be  Speared  from  this  garrison,  I  Will  march  Elma- 
dietly  to  morrison's  Caave. 

as  Al)oye, 

THO  CLUGGAGE, 
To  the  Hounourable,  the  presscdant  of  the  Executive  CounseL 
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Col.  Lbwis  Nioola  to  Pbxs.  Bbbb,  1779. 

S% 

I  am  favoared  with  your  Ezoellonoies  of  yesterda/s  date,  &  am 
sorry  for  the  mistake,  particularly  as  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  oom- 
ply  with  year  Directions  to  the  fall  extent  The  money  expended 
in  the  recruiting  service  was,  as  I  informed  your  Excellency  &  the 
Vice  President,  borrowed  on  a  promise  of  being  immediately  repaid ; 
as  the  debt  continued  longer  than  I  expected,  I  was  anxious  to  dis- 
charge it  as  soon  as  I  received  money  from  M'  Writtenhouse. 

From  the  sum  ordered  T  concluded  it  was  intended  the  recruiting 
service  should  go  on,  &  informed  Col.  Pickering  therewith,  who 
supplied  me  with  money  to  pay  the  continental  bounty,  &  to  expedite 
the  service  as  far  as  was  in  my  power  giye  directions  for  recruiting; 
&  five  men  were  engaged  &  partly  paid  before  the  mistake  was  dis- 
covered. The  costs  of  these  men  k  amount  of  former  account,  makes 
-2816} ;  if  yon  will  please  to  famish  M'  Writtenhonse  with  an  order 
for  that  sum,  I  will  repay  him  the  ballance. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  I  am,  with  respect, 
S'.  Tour  most  obed.  k  hum*  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv. 
August  6th,  1779. 

Direded. 
To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  John  Ornbt,  1779. 

PhiUdelphia,  Aug«  6,  1779. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  His  Excellency,  the  President,  I  send  you  the  enclosed 
order  of  Council,  which  you  are  requested  to  send  to  CoP  Stroud's 
Neighbourhood,  and  have  the  same  formally  delivered  to  him  in  such 
manner  as  that  fall  proof  may  be  had  of  the  delivery  thereof.  For 
this  purpose  it  will  be  proper  to  take  a  copy  of  it  compared  with  the 
original  by  the  person  who  shall  be  appointed  by  you  to  deliver  it 
to  Col'  Stroud,  &  noting  the  day  of  serving  it. 

You  will  also  please  to  forward  the  enclosed,  as  directed,  to  Col' 
Weitael. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
To  John  Orndt,  Esq'. 
Vol.  VII— 27 
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Obnl.  Washington  to  Council,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  West  Point, 

6th  AagQSt,  1779. 
Oentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  sundry  officers  belongiiig  to 
your  State  who  have  been  in  captiTity  and  are  reported  by  the 
commissarj  of  prisoners  as  yiolaters  of  parole.  A  conduct  of  this 
kind  so  ignominioos  to  the  individuals  themselves,  so  dishononble 
to  their  country  and  to  th^  service  in  which  they  have  been  engaged 
-—and  so  injurious  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  associated  with 
them  in  misfortune  but  preserved  their  honor — demands  that  eveiy 
measure  should  be  taken  to  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  their 
delinquency,  and  to  oompel  their  return.  We  have  pledged  oar- 
selves  to  the  enemy  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  for  this  parpose, 
and  in  consequence  I  directed  Mr.  Beatty,  Commissary  of  prisooenj 
to  issue  the  summons,  which'*'  *  3|c  ^e  « 

«  *  4E  4e     .  * 

of  the  different  States  to  enforce  compliance.  Most  of  these  persoiu 
never  having  been,  and  none  of  them  now  being  in  Continental  service, 
military  authority  will  hardly  be  sufficient  to  oblige  thdm  to  leave  their 
places  of  residence  and  return  to  captivity  against  their  inclinatioD : 
neither  will  it  be  difficult  for  them  to  elude  a  military  seareh  and 
keep  themselves  in  concealment.  I  must  therefore  intreat  that  jon 
will  be  pleased  to  take  such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  yon  proper 
and  effectual  to  produce  their  immediate  return.  This  will  be  ren- 
dering an  essential  service  to  our  officers  in  general  in  captivitj, 
will  tend  much  to  remove  the  difficulties  which  now  lie  in  the  waj 
of  exchanges,  and  to  discourage  the  practice  of  violating  paroles  in 
future. 

Indarsedf 

^  1779,  rec*  Sept'  4«*.  Prom  His  Excellency  Qenl.  Washiogton, 
A  List  of  American  Officers,  prisoners,  who  have  violated  their 
parole.    Answ*  Sept.  7, 1779. 

Directed, 
To  Gov  Reed. 

*  Theauto^aph  has  been  cut  from  this  letter,  depiiTing  the  first  pi^  of  • 
portion — ^mdicated  by  the  **  The  list  of  officers  referred  to  has  not  1)c«b 
found.] 
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Sbc'i  Matlaok  to  the  Wakdbhs,  &o.,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Aagust  6, 1779. 
Oentlemen^ 

The  several  ferries  within  the  citj  of  Philadelphia  being  by  law 
under  your  direetion,  I  send  yon  the  enclosed  letter  from  Coll. 
Pettit,  A.  Q.  M.  Q.y  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  His  Excellency  the 
Plreaident. 

And  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  hm'ble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Directed. 
To  The  Wardens  &  Assessors  of  the  <nty  of  Philadelphia. 


Pbss.  Besd  to  Board  of  War,  1779, 

In  Goancil, 

Philada.,  August  6«S  1779. 
Qeatlemen, 

It  has  been  a  Ilnle  with  ns  not  to  give  the  Articles  allowed  by 
the  Ass^  to  any  Officers  bat  those  who  were  with  the  Army  &  in 
the  Ordinary  Line  of  Duty.  The  inclosed  is  from  an  Officer  who 
represents  himself  as  left  by  Col.  Proctor  to  superintend  the  Hospital 
at  the  Valley  Forge.  That  Officers  should  occasionally  visit  Hospi- 
'  tals  we  believe  is  a  usual  Practice,  but  that  it  should  be  a  standing 
Duty  for  an  Officer  of  the  Line  to  remain  at  a  Hospital  to  superin- 
tend the  Surgeons  appears  to  us  so  extraordinary  that  we  have  not 
given  an  Answer  to  this  Officer's  Request  till  you  should  favour  us 
with  some  Information  on  the  Subject,  which  we  request  you  to  do 
as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Geh*j 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Ser.* 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  67. 
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Pbbb.  Bbbd  to  Mb.  Holkbb,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Angnst  9th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Having  in  the  enclosed  ResolTCs^  expressed  onr  Sense  of  the  late 
Transactions  referred  to  us  by  Congress  &  yourself  we  should  hiTe 
avoided  any  farther  Discussions  of  Points  wherein  there  may  not 
be  a  perfect  Conformity  of  Sentiment,  if  we  did  not  hope  that  such 
Consequences  may  be  drawn  from  them  as  to  prevent  any  fatare 
Uneasiness  &  establish  you  in  the  Exercise  of  your  Functions  with 
Honour  &  Tranquility. 

We  cannot  question  the  Accuracy  &  Justice  of  our  Expression 
that  your  Conduct  was  publickly  censured  because  it  is  the  express 
Subject  of  Complaint  in  your  Letter  of  the  24th  July,  wherein  yoa 
observe  that  notwithstand'g  the  many  Circumstances  adduced  to 
show  the  Propriety  of  your  Conduct  '<  you  are  still  held  up  to  the 
'<  Publick  in  a  suspicious  Light  and  ks  if  accountable  for  the  printe 
'<  &  personal  Transactions  of  Mr.  Rumford  totally  foreign  to  you  k 
''  the  Instructions  or  Orders  given  by  you/'  this  was  the  Publicttion 
which  we  had  in  View  as  containing  an  Imputation  on  yon,  fonoing 
the  Ground  of  your  Complaint  and  the  subject  of  Consideradon  for 
Congress  &  the  supreme  executive  Council,  &  upon  which  we  have 
employed  so  much  Time.  If  you  do  not  regard  it  as  a  publick  Im- 
putation but  merely  by  a  few  Individuals  we  hope  the  Impressions 
will  be  the  sooner  removed  &  will  give  you  less  Anxiety.  There 
may  be  an  Obscurity  of  Expression  in  combining  the  Imputation  & 
the  Justification  aS  contained  in  the  same  News  Psper,  by  the  former 
we  meant  the  Contents  of  the  Papers  of  the  &  ult,  &  the  Latter 
the  Paper  of  the      ult. 

As  you  have  assured  us  your  Intention  in  laying  open  offidal 
Papers  to  the  publick  Inspection  of  private  Citizens  waa  with  no  othor 
Design  than  to  show  you  had  submitted  your  Conduct  &  Complaints 
to  the  View  of  publick  Authority,  we  wish  those  who  had  the  Condact 
of  the  Business  had  conformed  to  your  Intentions  as  not  the  least 
Idea  of  this  kind  is  expressed,  but  on  the  other  Hand  a  clear  k  for- 
mal Judgment  delivered  which  those  Oentlemen  from  the  partial 
View  of  the  Case  were  no  more  qualified  to  give  than  those  who  bad 
expressed  a  different  Sentiment.  It  had  beside  this  an  Appearance 
of  Distrust  in  publick;  Authority  to  which  you  have  repeatedly  & 
veiy  properly  declared  you  oonceiv'd  yourself  alone  accountable. 
It  may  also  be  construed  lime  &  Circumstance  being  considered  as 
involving  your  Affairs  with  local  Politics  &  Party  Views,  whi<^  we 
most  earnestly  recommend  to  you  on  all  Occasions  to  avoid  even  the 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  66,  68. 
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Appearance  of  as  it  will  oooasion  you  nnmberless  Embarassments  & 
will  teud  to  alienate  the  Affection  of  at  least  a  Part  of  tho  People 
from  jour  Office  &  Person. 

After  requesting  us  so  earnestly  both  verbally  &  otherwise  to 
examine  into  this  ^transaction  &  declare  our  Sense  upon  it  we  do  not 
perfeotly  comprehend  your  Idea  that  the  Information  respecting 
Bumford  has  no  sort  of  Belation  to  the  Resolye  &  Reference  of  Con- 
gress or  is  any  way  cognizable  by  us.  If  his  Actions  tho  in  another 
State  tend  to  disturb  the  Peace  &  Tranquillity  of  PennsyWania  & 
form  a  Ground  of  publiok  Discussion  we  shall  think  ourselves  autho- 
rized to  notice  them,  but  in  this  Instance  we  deemed  ourselves  bound 
to  do  so  becanse  you  had  particularly  requested  that  if  there  was  any 
Circumstance  doubtful  or  which  tended  to  countenance  any  Idea 
derogatory  to  you,  to  mention  it — It  is  not  our  Intention  to  inquire 
into  the  Merits  or  Demerits  of  Mr.  Rumford,  we  wish  he  had  given 
less  Cause  of  Offence,  &  from  the  Expression  in  your  Letter  of  the 
24,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  Part  of  this  we  thought  there  had 
been  but  one  Opinion  with  Respect  to  him — We  cannot  but  still  ex- 
press our  Wishes  that  ne  had  not  been  continued  in  Employ  without 
vindicating  himself  from  the  Charge  in  Letters,  Affidavit,  &  we  are 
persuaded  upon  farther  Consideration  you  will  alter  your  Sentiment 
as  to  the  Propriety  of  retaining  him  in  your  Service  till  he  was  con- 
victed of  a  Crime  in  due  Course  of  Law.  Would  you  retain  a  Do- 
meatick  in  your  Service  charged  with  Infidelity  upon  Oath  untill  all 
the  Forms  of  Law  are  complied  with  &  he  was  taken  from  your  House 
to  suffer  the  Punishment  of  his  Offence.  That  Mr.  Wade  who  is  a 
Man  of  Veracity  &  in  publick  Employ  informed  you  Bumford  made 
an  undue  use  of  your  Name  has  been  asserted  &  not  contradicted,  & 
ypur  Certificate  conveys  the  same  Idea.  We  therefore  took  this  as  an 
unquestioned  Fact.  We  beg  Leave  also  to  set  you  ricfat  in  your 
Ideas  of  legal  Prosecution  in  this  Case.  Had  the  Flour  neen  seized 
vfk  the  Act  of  Exportation  it  would  have  been  forfeited  but  the  Flour 
having  most  probably  been  carried  off  in  Safety  your  waiting  the 
Event  of  such  a  Prosecution  was  to  wait  for  an  Event  which  would 
never  happen.— -We  can  easily  suppose  a  Stranger  to  our  Laws  & 
Customs  may  fall  into  such  Errors  very  innocenUy.  The  aame  Un- 
acq«aiatance  may  possibly  havo  led  you  to  call  this  Information  a 
frivolous  Pretence  on  which  you  could  not  charge  your  Agents ;  & 
If  we  were  to  hazard  an  Opinion  on  this  Point  it  would  be  that  tho 
mere  Accusation  may  not  be  sufficient  to  displace  an  Agent  if  sup- 
ported  by  credible  Testimony  it  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  an  In- 

fttiry  &  suspend  his  Employ  till  he  should  remove  the  Suspicions, 
ndeed  your  own  Sentiments  seem  in  a  great  Measure  to  concur  with 
ours  when  you  say  it  would  have  been  unjust  to  dismiss  Bumford 
without  Examination  into  his  Conduct  But  this  Examination  never 
having  been  made  has  in  a  Degree  occasioned  the  present  Discussion. 
We  presume  there  has  been  an  Inadvertency  of  Expression  in  calling 
tbe  Information  in  this  Case  mere  Beport.    No  reasonable  Persoa 
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eonld  expect  yon  to  dismiss  an  Agent  npon  ''mere  Report,''  bntsnrelj 
Sir,  an  Oath  of  Facts  &  Information  ^ven  you  by  a  repntable  Oidzea 
&  an  Officer  under  Congress  deserve  more  Attention  than  mere  Bo- 
port.  In  the  official  Transactiona  of  this  Country  such  has  been  deemed 
Evidence  sufficient  to  suspend  an  Officer  &  we  do  not  know  that 
any  bad  Consequences  have  resulted.  The  Endeavours  to  prereot 
the  Publications  having  been  ineffectual  nothing  remains  bat  to  ex* 
press  our  Disaprobation  of  them  in  which  we  include  Ramfoids  wbieh 
contains  some  Insinuations  respecting  the  Alliance  that  we  think  nrj 
imprudent  &  unnecessary.  We  are  persuaded  he  must  in  this  h- 
stance  also  have  acted  without  your  Countenance  &  Authority. 

As  you  decline  intermedling  with  the  Flour  we  shall  comply  with 
the  Requisition  of  Congress  thereupon. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  other  Means  of  repressing  the  Abase  of 
the  Press  than  Prosecutions  in  a  Court  of  Law  which  Congress  bjt 
Resolution  of  the  Inst,  recommended  to  this  Board  in  the  present 
Case,  but  on  the  6th  Inst,  a  Representation  was  laid  before  us  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  importing  that  the  magpani- 
mity  &  Friendship  of  tiie  King  of  France  did  not  permit  him  toinast 
upon  the  Execution  of  that  ^solve  &  requesting  Council  to  waive  it 
unless  it  should  appear  absolutely  necessary  to  the  Congress  or  the 
Council.  If  it  is  your  Desire  notwithstanding  that  it  sbali  be  carriad 
into  Effect  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  give  the  necessary  Directions.— 
Having  in  a  former  Letter  expressed  to  you  our  Apprehensions  that 
the  procuring  publick  Supplies  by  Way  of  private  Commerce  during 
the  Embargo  will  be  attended  with  Difficulties  &  Smbarasments  wo 
have  nothing  farther  to  add  upon  that  Subject.  We  shall  be  happj 
to  find  ourselves  mistaken ;  Experience  does  not  warrant  us  to  saj 
the  Aid  of  publick  Authority  would  not  have  been  both  proper  k 
necessary,  as  well  in  the  Manner  as  the  Effect  of  procuring  Suppliei. 
Indeed  we  think  it  easy  to  demonstrate  that  while  the  highest  Pkios 
is  ffiven  &  Bzdiange  continually  rising  to  rapport  that  ^ce  it  con* 
tributes  to  depreciate  the  Currency  of  the  Country.  Howevw  as  we 
have  not  the  least  Desire  to  take  an  unnecessary  or  improper  Burtheo 
on  ounelvea  we  leave  the  Subject  to  your  own  Prudenoe  &  Ctoven- 
ment  We  shall  have  Pleasure  in  conferring  with  you  upon  all  Oo- 
oasions,  &  are  ready  to  receive  any  Communications  you  may  be 
pleased  to  make  of  the  Powers  under  which  you  act.  We  observe 
that  Congren  have  thought  proper  to  devise  a  general  Mode  of  Com- 
munication on  this  subject.  We  hope  that  honourable  Body  vnll  also 
define  ft  mark  out  the  Extent  of  the  Powers  ft  the  Privileges  annexed 
to  them  so  as  to  obviate  all  farther  Difficulties.  We  assure  you  we 
shall  conform  to  them  in  their  fullest  Latitude. 

We  now  Sir,  beg  Leave  to  conclude  with  a  few  |eneial  Obserra- 
tions  calculated  we  hope  to  promote  future  Base  ft  Tranquillity  A 
cement  the  Friendship  of  the  two  Countries  so  far  as  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  is  concerned.  When  every  Motive  Uiat  can  infioenoe 
the  human  Mind  must  operate  so  powerfully  to  thtf  oentrtiy  we  can- 
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not  help  expressing  great  Conoem  that  you  should  suppose  the  People 
of  this  City  or  State  capable  of  Outrage  or  persoual  Insult  to  any 
Person  in  publick  Office  under  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  if  there 
Should  he  any  just  Cause  for  such  Apprehensions  be  assured  the 
Power  &  Disposition  of  publick  Authority  is  equal  to  the  Case.  And 
while  we  express  our  fullest  Determination  to  support  you  in  the 
Exercise  of  your  Functions  you  must  allow  us  to  express  our  Hope 
that  they  will  be  exercised  with  a  due  Respect  to  the  Authority  of  the 
State  &  an  Attention  to  the  general  Sentiment  of  the  People — We 
cannot  think  such  an  Attention  will  by  any  Means  derogate  from  the 
real  Dignity  of  Office  as  it  will  at  the  same  time  endear  your  Character 
&  facilitate  your  Measures.  While  we  are  anxious  to  support  the 
Eights  of  publick  Officers  we  are  not  insensible  of  our  own.  As 
administering  the  Government  of  a  sovereign  &  independent  State  we 
shall  think  it  our  Duty  to  remark  the  Byass  of  publick  Office  & 
Character  if  ever  it  should  be  given  in  our  domestick  Concerns  more 
especially  if  the  Functions  of  such  Character  are  local  &  confined  to 
the  State.  And  if  such  Cases  should  happen  (which  we  hope  never 
wiU)  we  shall  esteem  it  our  Duty  in  any  Instance  under  that  of  the 
immediate  Representative  of  a  foreign  Power  to  make  such  direct 
Representations  as  were  suited  to  the  Occasion.  Relying  upon  the 
Jnsticei  Wisdom  &  Friendship  of  sneh  Power  &  more  especially  of 
bis  most  Christian  Majesty  that  they  would  be  favourably  received. 

These  are  the  uoanimous  Sentiments  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania  in  whose  Behalf  as  well  as  my  own  I  have 
the  Honour  of  subscribing  myself. 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbbl  Serv*,* 
Directed, 

To  the  Honble  Mr.  Holker,  Consul^  &e*^  &o*. 


Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Pbes.  of  Gonobbss,  1779. 

Philad.  Council  Chamber,  Aug.  9, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  transmitting  you  sundry  Reeolutions  of  the 
Board  at  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  preside.  We  have  endea- 
Toured  to  investigate  the  Business  as  referred  to  us  upon  the  purest 
Principles  of  Justice  &  Impartiality  &  hope  what  we  have  done  will 
ht  acceptable*  j  -mr     .       n 

Sundry  Letters  having  passed  between  this  Board,  Monsieur  Ge- 

*  See  answer  p..  6^. 
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rard  t  Mr.  Holker  we  shall  transmit  them  to  the  Delegates  of  the 
State  to  be  laid  before  Congress  if  it  is  deemed  necessary.  In  the 
mean  Time  we  beg  Leave  to  assnre  that  Hononrable  Body  that 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  onr  Part  to  preserve  that  Harmony  ft 
good  Correspondence  which  onght  to  snbsist  between  Nations  in 
Friendship  &  Alliance,  &  that  we  regard  with  great  Concern  every 
Event  which  calls  off  the  Attention  of  Congress  from  the  great  k 
important  Subjects  of  national  Welfare  to  such  Discossions  as  they 
have  been  engaged  in  on  this  Occasion. 
I  am  &c.| 

Sir,  your  most  Obed. 
&  very  Hbble  Servt. 

J0».  REED;  Preudent. 


Sec't  Matlace  to  James  Clatpooi^i  Shbeiff^  1779. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President,  ft  the  Council  order  me  to  derirs 
you  to  bring  Cap*  Sutter  Ooamander  of  the  Vessel  which  put  into 
this  Port  from  S.  Carolina,  before  the  Council  this  evening  at  &7% 
o'clock,  in  order  for  his  examination. 

^  I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Scrv*, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y* 
Philad.,  August  9, 1779. 
IHrecied, 
To  James  Claypode  Esq.^  Sheriff. 


•  Hon.  Jambs  Thompson  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Lancaster  County,  Aug*  9, 1779. 
Respected  Sir, 

Since  I  came  home  I  have  engaged  about  Forty  Barrels  of  Flowerf 
in  the  Neighbourhood  and  might  have  had  more  at  the  same  price  if 
the  Beeulation  which  was  entered  into  last  week  had  been  dela/d 
a  little  ronger,)but  I  dare  not  out  bid  the  limited  price  which  is  1S£ 
and  I  think  these  that  have  grain  or  Flower  will  incline  to  hdid  it  a 
while  to  see  what  force  the  Regulations  are  likely  to  have— a  Load 

*  There  is  no  notice  of  this  matter  on  the  minutes. 
t  See  €oL  Ree.,  YoL  JUI.,  p.  77. 
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or  two  perhaps  nay  be  had  at  the  limited  priee — as  some  Individa- 
ab  will  think  it  Honourable  to  conform — ^the  plan  held  out  by  the 
Gity  Committee  for  Stoping  the  EmissionB  is  veiy  generally  aproven, 
though  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  answer  the  end  so  effeetnally  as  is 
eixpectedy  the  reasons  of  my  fear  is,  the  men  that  now  possess  the 
greatest  Sams  of  money  have  in  general  the  Smallest  share  of  Vir- 
tue, and  pnblick  Spirit,  and  many  of  the  farmers  who  won'd  wish  to 
See  the  pian  exeooted  by  others  have  very  little  money  in  hand  or 
in  their  power,  and  will  think  it  enough  to  pay  one  Years  Tax.  I 
have  heard  no  more  of  the  Reinforcement  that  was  Talk'd  of  when 
I  left  Town,  I  hope  thai  account  is  not  Trae-«-the  Bearers  of  this 
will  call  on  You  for  money  to  pay  the  Flower  herein  mentioned 
Please  to  let  me  know  whither  I  most  send  it  by  Newport  or  Imme- 
diately to  Philad"~The  price  I  bought  at  is  Twenty  Pound  ^  Hun- 
dred'— -I  applied  at  peaoh  Bottom,  there  is  grain  there  Considerable, 
bat  cannot  be  bought  so  low  as  ia  this  County.  The  Fluxe  are 
very  General  and  Mortal  in  our  Neighbourhood  and  two  of  my 
Children  are  under  this  Loathsome  disorder  as  one  of  them  seems 
dangerous,  I  will  not  get  much  abroad  to  Enquire  for  Wheat  or 
flower,  till  an  alteration  takes  place,  Excuse  Haste,  from 
Sir,  your  very  Obedient 

Humble  ServS 

JAMBS  THOMPSON. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  Coun<Hll,  Philadelphia. 

Pav'dbytheReVdl 
Jno.  Smith.         J 


YMSTbmt  Rbsb  *ra  Moird,  Obkarb,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  August  9lh,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  are  extremely  happy  to  find  by  your  Favour  ef  the  5*  Inst. 
that  the  Measures  taken  by  Ibis  Board  fr  the  Assurances  given  aro 
so  acceptable.  Be  assured  that  we  shall  rejoice  in  every  Opp^  to 
manifest  and  confirm  them.  The  inclosed  Resolutions  we  hope 
will  fully  demonstrate  our  Sentiments  on  the  Subject  referr'd  to  us, 
and  we  think  we  may  with  Confidence  assure*you  that  there  is  no 
Danger  that  such  exceptionable  Conduct  will  be  again  repeated. 
These  Residutions  we  have  transmitted  to^Congress  &  durected  to  be 
published  in  the  News  Papers  as  the  most  publick  Mode  of  Inform. 

27* 
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ation.  Bat  while  we  Imts  been  studiotis  &  even  hnzions  io  Tindieite 
M'  Hplker  from  undeserved  Beproaoh  we  have  taken  the  libertj 
to  put  him  on  hiaOnard  in  some  Partieolan  wherein  he  nay  aoiii- 
tentionallj  err  &  involve  himsell  &.  us  in  disagreeable  DisoowoUi 
We  have  no  Donbt  his  good  Sense  ft  Candoar  will  interpret  then 
as  the  Gantiotts  of  Friendship  rather  than  Maika  of  IHsiratmaflli 
less  of  Gomphini. 

We  cannot  close  this  Letter  withont  ezpresang  our  Sense  of  the 
Qenerosity  of  Mind  shewn  in  wavine  the  Proaecntiony  the  Baaflou 
men  will  operate  with  us  as  fresh  Indncements  to  rivet  the  Usioft 
&  Interests  of  the  two  Goantries  bj  averj  Tye  of  Attaohmenk  & 
Affection^  &  remove  far  £rem  ns  every  Ghronnd  of  nnplsistBt 
BiscQssion. 

•  We  cannot  bat  tiunk  it  will  now  be  agre^aUe  to  you  Sir,  to  bring 
this  Business  to  an  Issae,  it  is  oar  Wish  that  it  may  be  forgot  or  enlj 
remembered  aa  having  given  ma  Oppr  to  manifest  mntnal  AffiBeliflo& 
reciprocal  Reganl*' 

With  the  most  lively  Sentiments  of  Bespect  k  Regard;  I  ksie 
the  Honour  to  sabaeribe  myself 

Sir  Your  most  obed. 
i  &v«7Hbble8ee. 


Coxk  Liwis  NioQtiUA^  m  Pb».  Ekd^  1779« 

Inclosed  is  the  order  for  15000  dollars  sent  to  me  by  mistake.* 

I  sent  off  four  of  the  recraits  to  Gamp  last  Saturday  &  hope  thej 
will  arrive  safe,  the  5th  deserted  through  the  neglicence  of  a  cor- 
poral, for  which  he  has  been  reduced,  the  the  man  was  passed  the 
Oen^  oonseqmntlj  no  longer  at  the  iisq[ae^of  the  reenuting  officer 
yet  as  a  proof  that  I  undertake  the  recruiting  Business  more  out  of 
regard  to  the  service  than  a  prospect  pf  profit  I  am  willing  to  take 
the  loss  on  myself  tho,  I  assure  you  the  reward  I  have  got  for  my 
anxiety  &  trouble,  all  flosses  *&  ezpences  in  recruiting  five  mea 
deducted  from  the  allowance,  would  not  at  present  pay  for  half  • 
bowl  of  punch.  •  -       .i  . 

.  Pormit  me  to  assure  jqu  ibat  X  am  with  resp«et| 

8r  your  most  obed^  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

August  9th,  1779, 
pirecUdf  ■     ,        . 

To  the  Hbn>*  Qeorge  Bryan  Yite  SMsidonI  of  tho  SWa. 

»  See  CoL  Hoc,  Vol  XII:,  p.  C6,  68. 
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JulySl**,  1779L 

.  Beoeived  of  David  Bittenhouse  Five  Thousand  Dollars  ia  part  ol 
fto  within  Order,  5000. 

The  within  Order  ia  eanceOad  agreeably  to  the  direction  of 
Gooneil  oa  the  9th  Ang*,  1779. 

TY.  MATLACK,  Se6^. 


Col.  John  Bull  to  Fres.  Beed,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  sinking  y  Shiverdefriex  we  find  it  Absolutely  Necessary  to 
have  a  Notber  Shallop  a  Boat  and  three  anchors  and  Cables  &c., 
Which  are  not  only  Expensive  Articles  but  Difioult  to  be  Procur'd 
Council  will  Please  to  Determine  wether  it  will  not  be  Advisable  to 
Qrant  an  order  upon  the  Quarter  master,  GoU.  Mitchell,  for  those 
Articles  or  Give  me  their  I^rections  how  to  Procure  them.  Which 
will  Oblige 

Their  obedient  Hu'bl  Servt. 

JN»  BULL 
Philada.,  August  9th,  1779. 

Directed. 
Hifl  Ezceleocy  the  Preudt  of  y«  Honl.  Executive  Council  &o. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pbes.  Bibi>^  1779^ . 

Bir, 

AaroB/  Waleh  I«te  Captain  of  the  Schooner  Nancy,  taken  by  the 
English,  was  carried' into  New  York;  which  he  left  last  Thuraday, 
says,  that  being  wounded  he  was  permitted  to  remain  a  prisoner  «t 
large  in  the  city  where  he  was  treated  with  much  insolence  ft  ab«pa 
by  the  refugees. 

When  coming  out  himself  &  baggage  were  carried  by  a  guard  to 
Qen.  Patterson's,  where  every  article  belonging  to  himself  ft  servant 
was  most  minutely  examined ;  not  a  shirt,  pair  of  stockings  or  any 
other  particular  left  unopened,  least  any  papers  should  bo  concealed. 

Every  stranger  going  into  New  York,  by  land  or  water,  is  obliged 
within  24  hours,  to  give  his  name  to  the  officer  of  the  police,  ft  any 
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inhahiUnt  reoemnff  a  stranger  neglecting  this  is  first  sent  to  tb« 
prevost,  then  turned  out  of  the  Lines. 

The  English  are  leyelling  all  the  works  outude  Eaog's-bridge^ 
within  which  they  intend  to  draw  their  troops.  They  are  strongly 
fortifying  York,  otaten  &  Goremor's  Islands. 

Lord  Cornwallis  took  the  command  the  first  instant  Sir  Heuy 
Clinton,  Otoy.  Tryon  &  two  other  Genls.  whose  names  he  forgeta, 
being  recalled. 

The  Fleet  that  sailed  np  the  sound  was  returned. 

The  Americans  having  brought  down  some  heavy  cannon  to  the 
shore,  opposite  a  60  gun  ship  that  lay  off  New  London,  obliged  her 
to  out  her  oableSi  but  it  being  calm,  she  was  much  damsged  before 
she  could  get  out  of  gun-shot.  This  &  a  frigate  are  the  only  yeeaela 
of  force  left.  Sir  G^rgo  Collier  haying  sailed  last  Tuesday  with  8 
ships. 

.  This  day  week  a  vessel  arrived  with  the  account  of  the  action  is 
the  West  Indies.  Sir  George  Collier  immediately  seixed  all  the 
papers  found  on  board  her.  The  Captain,  when  he  Isnded,  said  the 
English  fieet  had  been  severely  drubbed,  on  which  he  was  carried 
before  GenL  Patterson  &  all  intelli^^ce  on  this  subject  suppressed. 

A  few  days  before  he  left  New  fork  it  was  reported  that  the 
Americans  in  S.  Carolina  had  taken  two  English  gallics  &  some 
armed  boats,  &  had  got  between  their  army  &  shins. 

The  Inhabitants  in  New  York  appear  much  sJarmed  &  in  great 
oonlasion.     We  heard  that  Yerplank's  point  was  evacuated. 

Corpl.  James  Anderson,  of  the  Tl^t,  left  King's-ferry,  yestwdsy 
was  a  week.  The  English  were  repairing  the  works  at  Stony  Point 
&  made  some  more  abattis  at  Yerplank's;  the  garrison  of  the  former 
consisted  of  the  42*,  68<i,  64*^  &  Companies  of  Fannings ;  at  the 
latter  of  the  83  &  about  160  of  the  71st^  Robinson's  reg^  ft  4  Com- 
panies of  Fannings. 

It  was  said  among  the  soldiers  that  the  Troops  at  YerplanFf 
point  were  to  be  withdrawnj  ft  only  stony  point  to  be  garrisoned. 
I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  Excellencies 

Most  obedient  Sery«, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Aiig.  9, 1779. 

,  To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Beod,  President  of  the  Sute. 
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John  Cabson  to  Pbbs.  Rsbb,  1779. 

Curliale;  Aug^  9fth,  1779. 

Tour  Letter  by'Mr.  Agnew  of  the  6th  of  June,*  I  receiyed  in  due 
time  after  the  date  thereof^  together  with  Ten  Thoasand  Dollars. 
I  have  aplied  it  agreeable  to  jour  Direotiou,  in  purchasing  hunting 
shirts,  shoesy  Logons,  &o.|  for  the  Bangers,  with  as  much  frugality 
&  Economy  as  was  in  my  power.  The  Men  are  as  yet  without 
Blankets,  nor  is  it  possible  to  procure  them  in  this  part  of  the 
Country,  and  Unless  you  send  them  from  below  I  am  at  a  Loss  to 
know  how  they  will  be  suppl/d.  If  you  send  them  up  to  Me  I 
shall  forward  them  to  the  Troops  as  Quickly  as  possible.  Mr. 
Thompson,  the  Muster  Master,  will  be  with  you  in  a  few  Days,  who 
can  inform  you  how  many  Blankets  will  be  wanted,  as  all  the  men 
that  are  Enlisted  are  without.  I  drew  from  Col.  John  Davis, 
D.  Q.  M.  G.,  what  Canteens  &  Camp  Kettles  were  wanted,  as  I 
could  not  get  them  made  heroj  and  the  men  could  not  March  without 
them. 

I  am,  with  Beepect, 

Tour  Excellency's  Obt.  k 

Very  h'ble  Serv*, 

JN»  CABSON. 
Direetedf 

On  publick  service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Eeed,  Esq.,  Presid*  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

Favoured  by  Mr.  Power. 


Pres.  Besb  to  Hon.  Thomas  MoKeanv  1799. 

Council  Chamber, 

Aug*  10th,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  just  informed  that  David  Lenox  has  grossly  insulted 
k  abused  Robert  Smith,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Agents  of  forfeited  Estates, 
in  the  Execution  of  his  Office.  We  request  you  to  take  the  most 
vigorous  Measures  on  this  Occasion,  not  only  as  the  Honour  but  the 
Interest  of  the  Stote  is  deeply  concerned.  It  being  our  full  Intention 
not  only  to  vindicate  the  Officers  of  the  Qovemment,  but  support 
them  with  our  utmost  Weight  &  Influence. 

*  See  page  470. 
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We  are  also  informed  that  one  Oapt  Nlchola  or  Nieho1flOD,i 
Continental  qjEoer^  had  a  $h|ffe  in  the  Affiraj.    If  it  should  prove 
80  we  trust  some  other  Notice  may  be  taken  of  his  Conduct  bendei 
that  of  dbe  ordinary  OoiOBe  of  Jostioe. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  doe  Respeo^ 

Your  Obed.  El'bbl9  Serrt.^ 

JOSEPH  REEB, 
Fjresideni 


PAvn)  Hakbis  so  Pb9&  Bbhd,  1779. 

Baltimore,  U"»  Anj*,  1770. 

Sir, 

I  received  yoor  Excellencies  letter  yesterday  inclosittg  a  Besohe 
of  Ooanoil  ab*  the  Prothonotaries  Office  of  Northumberland  Coontj, 
In  which  Pm  concerned.  As  it  ia^the  OpinioB  of  Council  tbit  1 
ought  to  reside  in  the  County  and  exercise  the  Office  myself,  I  beg 
your  Excellency  will  inform  them  with  pleasure  I  shall  beeome  t 
resident  &  execute  the  Duties.  I  deputed  m  v  !foother  in  July  Itft, 
who  now  acts ;  he  has  the  adyice  of  a  Gentleman  Well  aixjiiaioted 
with  the  nature  of  the  Office,  so  that  the  busing  is  not  neglected; 
And  as  I  haye  been  for  sometime  ii^  Trade  must  beg  your  Indsl- 
gence  to  remain  in  this  place  two  or  three  Weeks  in  Ord^r  to  close 
my  Ace**.  Your  letter  coming  by  way  of  Sunbury  occasioned  nj 
not  receiying  it  sooner,  as  Opportunities  from  that  Quarter  are  Dot 
frequent  A  sucoessor  may  haye  been  appointed  in  consequeoee  of 
my  not  answering  your  letter  sooner.  ~  I  should  esteem  it  as  a  par- 
ticular fayour  to  be  Honored  with  a  line  ^  next  post 

With  due  respect, 
tTour  GxeeHenoles 

Obedient  H'ble  Ser?«, 

DAYID  HABMS* 
*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol  TOL,  p.  75. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779.  688 


Prbs;  Bbsb  to  Dslbgates  in  CoNGRESSy  1779. 

In  0<miMiil, 

Philadelphia^  August  11th;  1779. 
GentlemeB; 

I  hftTe  the  HoBotir  ot  inolosing  jon  a  JEtesoIntion  to  which,  from 
its  Nature  ft  importance,  we  have  no  Doubt  jou  will  pay  an  imme- 
diate Atteotien.  The  Merehanti  &  Traders  we  have  Reason  to 
believe  are  already  making  Oontracta  fbr  Flour,  so  that  both  Justice 
&  Policy  requke  they  should  have  the  earliest  Notice  of  a  Renewal  of 
the  Embargo  if  that  should  happen  to  be  the  Case.  Should  it  not 
obme  to  an  immediate  Decision  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  move 
that  it  be  kept  secret^  ihat  Advantages  may  not  be  taken  by  one 
Trader  of  another  A  thereby  Disgust  given. 

We  need  not  remind  you  that  very  little  new  Wheat  is  yet 
threshed— Or  will  be  before  October.  So  material  a  Gircumstanca 
tliU  not  e0oaj)e  your  notice. 

I  am  with  due  Considezatlon  Oent. 

Your  most  obed'  Hbble.  Servt. 


PeSB«  EBBD  to  DstiSaATBS  IN  GoiKIBBfiS,  177& 

Gentlemen, 

The  Paj^tfff  whioh  aoeompaay  tUa  are  so  voluminous  thai  we 
would  ViOi  aend  tbem  so  offioiallj  to  OoAgreaa  as  to  el^  a  Neiice 
oa  your  Jourmila.  But  ae  they  shew  that  this  Business  is  bow 
hroughli  to  aJMpi^y  iis^  wttb  jyiona'  Gerard  we  deemed  it  a  Matter 
of  Duly  &  Beapect  ta  youf  Hon*  Board  to  lay  the  Papers  before 
tfcem  iui  0ucb  a  MsAuer  as  that  if  anv  of  the  Members  thouj^t  it 
neeessMry-  to  inipeet  them  they  might  be  enabkd  so  to  do.* 
I  am  Gent  most  respeetfuUy 

Tour  Obed.  ftbble.  Senr. 

*  Bee  CeL  Bee.  Vol.  XIL  p.  71. 
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Pres.  Bbbd  to  Boabd  of  Wab,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philftdelphia,  Angost  12th,  1779. 
Gent. 

We  send  yon  herewith  the  latest  Acconnts  from  the  Frontiers. — 
We  are  sorry  Oenl.  Sullivan  should  make  Use  of  suoh  incautions 
Expressions,  and  more  e^oially  as  there  is  to  little  Beaaon  for 
them.  We  gave  him  Expectations  that  the  new  raised  Bangers 
would  be  sent  to  him,  bat  the  Superior  Bnoouragement  given  to  the 
Boat  Service,  in  which  there  are  450  Men  from  Pennsylvania,  haa 

?revented  that  Corps  even  being  filled  to  one  quarts  its  Complim^ 
t  would  have  been  idle  to  send  him  single  Becruits,  &  the  Officers 
had  orders  to  join  him  as  soon  as  their  respective  Companies  should 
be  in  any  tolerable  Force*  This  having  never  happened,  for  tba 
Beasons  set  forth  in  Col.  Hunter's  Letter,  his  Complaints  ar^  un« 
reasonable. 

In  a  Letter  received  from  Col.  Hubley,  he  says,  that  a  Body  of 
Men  might  have  been  detached  on  this  late  Alarm  without  any 
Inconvenience,  and  it  appears  by  the  Gkoffraphy  of  the  Country 
that  the  Circuit  round  to  the  Bendezvous  at  Tioga  would  have  been 
very  trifling.  The  Pennsylvania  Troops  were  desirons  to  be  sent, 
&  in  all  Probability  the  Consequences  would  have  beeninolodng  the 
Indians  between  two  Fires,  as  there  are  500  Volunteers  now  in  that 
Quarter.  Instead  of  which  he  not  only  called  off  every  Man  he 
possibly  could,  but  took  away  every  Ounce  of  Ammunition^  tho' 
earnestly  requested  to  leave  some  for.Ahe  Use  of  the  Inhabitants* 
As  the  County  is  now  broken  up,  &  in  a  Manner  ruined,  it  is  less  an 
Object  of  Concern,  so  as  to  induce  us  to  run  the  State  to  as  greai 
Expence  to  guard  the  Ashes  &  Buins  of  the  Houses,  but  as  the  Sus- 
quehanna is  the  Channd  of  Communication  with  his  Army,  &  mnep 
be  kept  opeoi  which  will  be  more  ft  more  difficult  as  he  advances, 
we  submit  to  your  Gonaideialion  whether  it  will  not  be  neeessai^ 
to  have  a  Body  of  Troops  for  this  Puipose,  especially  to  have  a 
Strong  Post  at  Sunbury,  where  there  is  now  a  great  Stock  of  Pro- 
visions, &  which  must  be  the  Maaa^ne.  If  yon  mgtee  with  us  in 
Opinion,  &  make  a  Bequiiition  of  such  a  Numbeir  of  Men /as  yea 
think  necessary  for  the  Purpose,  we  will  caU  fiivth  the  Militia--^or 
if  the  necessary  Posts  t>f  Communication  are  not  kept  up,  we  think 
it  impossible  to  prevent  the  Expedition  being  frustrated,  not  only 
with  Loss  &  Disgracei  but  perhaps  the  D^trmction  of  the  Troops 
engaged  in  it. 

Submitting  these  Things  to  your  most  Serious  Consideration,  I 
remain, 

Gent.,  Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 

P.  S.  After  Perusal,  you  will  please  to  return  the  Papers,  they 
being  Originals. 

To  the  H  W 
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MoNS.  HoLEBR  TO  Prb^.  Rbed,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  y  12th  August,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  duly  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  9th,*  to  the  Contents 
of  whioh  I  shall  pay  the  most  Serious  attention. 

As  I  conceive  that  all  further  discussion  npon  the  subject  to 
which  the  aforesaid  letter  relates  is  unnecessary,  I  shall  wave  mak* 
ing  any  observation  thereon. 

jfour  Excellency  may  be  persuaded  I  shall  continue  to  exercise 
my  Functions  with  all  due  respect  to  the  authority  of  the  State,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  entire  confidence  &  approbation  of  Government, 
as  well  as  the  affection  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  Pennsilvania  in 
general,  &  oitisens  of  Philadelphia  in  particular. 

I  shall  1^  ^ad  to  know  when  &  where  I  can  have  the  honor  of 
conferring  with  you  on  the  time  &  mode  of  presenting  my  Commis- 
sion of  Consul  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  so  as  it  may  be 
recorded  in  the  manner  which  may  be  deem'd  the  most  proper }  in 
the  mean  while  Permit  me  to  Subscribe  my  Self,  with  Respect, 
Tour  Excellency's 

Most  devoted  & 

Very  humble  Servant, 

HOLEER. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'*,  President  of  the  State. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1779. 

In  Congress,  August  12th,  1779. 

Whereas,  Francis,  chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  Le  Moine, 
ehevalier  de  Neufeille,  Julian  Bouchaud,  and  Joseph  Jacob  da 
Petre,  Subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  have  by  due  course 
of  Law  recovered  judgment  against  John  Douslass,  late  Commander 
of  the  privateer  Schooner  called  the  Hunter,  bv  commission  under 
Congress,  for  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds  for  injuries  they  had  sustained  from  the  said  John  Doug- 
lass, while  acting  under  pretext  of  his  said  Commission  in  seising 
and  taking  the  said  Francis,  Chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le 
Moine,  Chev  du  Neufeille,  Julian  Bouchaud,  and  Joseph  Jacob  du 
Petre,  their  Vessel  &  Cargo,  and  that  since  the  said  judgment  was 

*  See  pag9  628. 
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obtained,  the  said  John  Douglass  hath  absconded  oak  of  the  Sttto 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  eluded  the  said  jcMgment  and  prevented  lediea 
for  the  said  injuries  committed,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  thj  bond  given  at  the  time  the  said  John  DooglBSs 
obtained  his  said  Commission  be  put  in  suit,  and  that  his  sud  Com- 
mission be  vacated  &  made  void,  and  also  that  the  said  John  Dcnig- 
lass  be  not  admitted  to  hold  any  Commisaou  under  these  United 
States  on  board  any  Ship  or  Yessel  of  War  until  such  time  as  be 
shall  surrender  himself  &  abide  the  said  judgment  against  him,  or 
procure  the  same  to  be  reversed  or  set  aside  by  due  course  of  Law. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA..  THOMSON,  Scc'y* 


Col.  Lbwis  Nioola  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1779- 

S* 

Col.  Heniy  delivered  me  your  Excellency's  messi^  yesteriaj, 
with  the  book,f  which  I  have  examined,  &  do  not  think  any  thing 
need  be  added  to  what  you  have  selected,  unless  it  be  p.  57,  Ail 
8,  4  &  5,  &  the  signals  by  drums  in  the  21  chap.,  which,  I  believe, 
should  be  known  by  the  militia,  as  they  are  often  of  use. 

When  I  removed  from  the  country  to  this  city,  I  was  applied  to 
to  undertake  disciplining  the  militia.  I  represented  to  the  offiom 
commanding  battalions,  that  several  of  the  evolutions  their  corps 
performed  were  merely  for  shew,  &  of  little  use  on  service.  I  was 
desired  to  draw  up  an  account  of  what  I  thought  necessary,  whidi 
did ;  and  a  meeting  of  the  field  officers  was  appointed  to  examine 
my  performance — ^part  was  examined,  &  the  meeting  adjourned;  bat 
before  the  day  appointed,  I  was  seized  with  a  nervous  fever  that 
confined  me  the  whole  winter.  In  sprint,  I  resumed  my  task;  & 
as  Congress  had  then  reaised  some  reguUr  troops,  I  made  some 
additions  to  the  work  relative  to  field  k  earrison  duty.  I  beg  leave  to 
send  you  a  copy,  tc  to  assure  your  ExceUency  that  I  am,  wiu  respect^ 
S',  Tour  most  hum"* 

&  obed<  ServS 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
•  Aug-'  12th,  1779. 
Directed, 

To  his  Bxeeky  Joseph  Seed,  Pmident  of  the  State. 

«  fikft  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  76. 

t  Probably  Baron  Steuben's  on  military  discipline,  of  which  the  8tit« 
printed  1000  copies.    OoL  Beo.,  YoL  ZII.,  p.  78. 
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Col.  Lewis  Nxoola  to  Pkes.  Bebi>,  1779. 

Ang^  12»  1779. 
S', 

I  beg  joa  will  inform  his  Ezoel^^;  the  President,  &  the  Hon^* 
Executive  Coonoil,  that  Lt.  Gibbons  has  been  put  under  an  arrest 
by  order  of  the  Board  of  War^  &  is  to  go  to  camp  this  day  under  the 
oare  of  Lt.  White. 

Also,  that  one  of  the  recruits  last  raised  who  deserted^^has  been 
taken  this  morning. 

I  am;  S*, 

your  very  hum'«  8erv% 

LEWIS  NICOLA;  T.  M. 
Directed^ 
To  Gol.  Matlack;  or  aeting  Seevstaiy  in  Council. 


Gbn.  Danl.  Bobsspbau  to  Pres.  BeeD;  1779. 

Philad%Aug-a2%1779. 
Sir, 

An  answer  to  your  Ezoellency's  favor  of  yesterday  was  delayed 
until  I  could  consult  the  Committee  that  presented  a  plan'*'  to  your 
Excellency,  and  the  Hon^i  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  for 
restoring  the  paper  Gunrenoy  in  Circulation  to  credit;  and  I  am 
now  warranted  to  assure  you,  that  said  Plan  does  not  mean  to  com- 
prehend any  other  Tax  than  Continental.  I  am,  most  respectfullyi 
Sir;  Y'  most  obedient 

very  hum*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBBEDEAU. 

Directed. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Heed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

In  Council. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p,  67,  also  p.  621  of  this  yolume. 
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Bbnj.  G.  Etbb^  &;g.,  to  Pebs.  Bbbd^  1779.* 

Philadelphia^  August  12"^^  1779. 
Sir, 

We,  the  Bubscribera,  hayiog  it  under  coDBideration,  the  taking  vp 
several  Vessels*  sunk  in  the  river  Delaware  by  the  Obevanx  Jf 
Freeze,  while  this  City  was  in  possession  of  the  Enemy ;  and  as  the 
same  will  be  attended  with  very  oonsiderable  expenee.  We  have 
taken  the  liberty  before  we  proceed  &rther|  to  request  the  faTOur  of 
your  Excellency  to  lay  this  business  before  the  Hon^'*  the  Exeontive 
Council,  In  order  to  be  informed  whether  we  have  the  Sanction  of 
that  Honourable  Body  in  this  undertaking  That  we  may  govern 
ourselves  accordiogly. 

Which  will  in  a  particular  manner  oblidgCi 
Sir;  Your  most  obedient 

and  most  hum.  ServtP, 

BENJAMIN  G.  EYRE,  ' 

W- TURNBULL  for  self  and 
GEORGE  HENRY,  ^  order, 
JA-  CRAIG,  jun., 
JN«  PATTON. 
DirectX, 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Prest. 


Lbttiqb  or  Opiniok  of  0.  J.  McEbak  to  P&bs.  Rxbd, 

1779, 

Sir, 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  have  been  pleased  to  inform  me, 
that  divers  persons  late  inhabitants  of  this  State  have  been  taken  at 
Beik  in  arms  against  the  United  States,  on  board  of  vessels  oommb- 
sioned  by  the  Enemy,  to  make  prises  of  the  Ships  of  this  aad  the 
other  Confederated  States,  and  that  they  are  now  in  confinement^ 
either  for  trial  and  punishment,  or  to  exchange,  and  have  requested 
me  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of  the  said  prisoners,  and  give 
my  opinion  how  far  they  are  liable  as  traitors  or  pirates,  and  by 
what  means  they  may  be  brought  to  justice,  distinguishing  if  neces- 
sary between  the  predicament  of  suoh  as  joined  the  enemy  before  the 
declaration  of  Independence,  the  new  Establishment  of  civil  Govern- 
ment or  any  other  Era  I  may  judge  material. 

♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  76. 
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Notwithstanding  the  difficulty  and  importance  of  the  sabject 
matter  of  this  Act  of  Conncil  as  I  conoeive  it  requirea  an  immediate 
answer,  I  will  humbly  submit  the  following. 

I  shall  take  it  for  granted  at  this  day,  thai  all  the  subjects  of 
Pennsylvania  of  the  age  of  discretion,  and  of  sane  memory,  male  or 
female,  may  be  guilty  of  treason,  and  that  no  offence  can  be  adjudged 
High  Treason  unless  it  be  clearly  and  without  argument  or  influence 
within  the  moaning  of  some  Act  of  Assembly ^  for  no  such  act  can  be 
extended  by  Equity. 

It  appears  clear,  that  every  person  inhabiting,  residing  or  sojourn- 
ing within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  11th  day  of  February 
1777,  or  at  any  time  since,  (except  prisoners  of  war)  owed  allegiance 
to  this  State. 

It  seems  also  clear  that  Treason,  being  an  offence  against  Govern^ 
ment  and  tending  to  its  dtssolutton,  could  not  be  committed  in 
Pennsylvania  until  a  new  Government  was  formed,  and  then  by 
persons  owing  allegiance  thereto. 

It  may  admit  of  some  doubt,  at  what  precise  time  a  new  Oovem- 
ment  was  formed  in  Pennsylvania,  for  on  the  14th  day  of  May, 
«1776,  all  authority  under  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ceased,  which 
has  been  since  so  declared  by  an  Act  of  the  Commonwealth,  thoi' 
there  was  no  compleat  declaration  of  Independence  untill  the  4th 
day  of  July  following,  and  some  may  argue  that  all  civil  power  or 
authority  on  the  decbration  of  the  said  14th  of  May,  immediately 
vested  in  the  Committees,  Conventions  and  in  Congress,  others  that 
it  did  not  so  vest  until  the  declaration  of  absolute  Independence, 
and  perhaps  it  may  with  as  much  weight  be  said,  that  the  civil 
power  of  the  community  was  not  properly  and  fully  delegated  until 
the  election  held  after  the  Dissolution  of  the  Qeneral  Convention  for 
establishing  the  new  Constitution. 

I  am  aware  that  the  Convention  passed  an  Ordinance  for  the 
punishment  of  treason,  &c.,  but  as  they  were  chosen  by  the  people 
for  another  purpose,  and  I  do  not  find  that  their  Ordinance  has  been 
since  confirmed  or  recognized  by  the  Legislature,  it  appears  to  me 
not  adviseable  to  proceed  upon  it  in  the  courts  of  Justice. 

Upon  the  whole  I  think  it  the  safer  course  in  so  unprecedented 
and  doubtful  a  case  to  consider  all  the  late  inhabitants  of  this  State 
taken  in  open  war  as  enemies  and  prisoners  of  war,  who  did  not  on 
the  11th  day  of  February,  1777,  or  since  owe  allegiance  to  this  State, 
as  Treason  was  not  accurately  defined  or  declared  by  the  Legislature 
until  that  period. 

As  to  the  manner  of  bringine  to  justice  traitors,  pirates,  &c., 
offending  upon  the  Sea,  it  is  clearly  pointed  out  by  the  15th  &  16th 
sections  of  the  act  of  General  Assembly,  intitled  ''an  Act  for 
establishing  a  court  of  Admiralty*^  passed  the  ninth  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  so  far  as  respects  such  offences  commited  after  that  time, 
to  wit,  that  they  may  be  tried  for  the  same  in  any  court  of  Oyer  & 
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Terminer  held  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia  before  the  Jostioes  of  the 
supream  court^  and  the  Judge  of  the  Admizalty  for  the  time  being. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  the  atmo0t  regnrd 

yonr  Ezeellency's  ft  the  Goonoirs 

most  obedient  humble  serrant 

THO.  MoKEAN  * 

Philadelphia,  August  13th,  1779. 

Directed, 
To  hia  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pekb.  Bsbd,  1779, 

Sir,  -* 

Three  deserters  purt  of  five  mentioned  in  the  pass  the  other  two 
having  staid  in  the  Jerseys  from  the  Loyal  Volunteers  of  Ireland  left 
York  island  last  Saturday  evening  by  swimming  over  the  North 
Biver,  for  which  purpose  they  put  their  clothes  in  their  overalls  k 
tied  these  round  their  necks.  The  body  of  the  army  is  od  the  iabod 
where  works  are  throwing  up  from  river  to  river  between  Kings- 
bridge  &  fort  Washington,  those  outside  Kings^bridge  are  demoli^ 
ing.  Some  armed  vessels  are  stationed  in  the  river  at  every  plaee 
where  it  can  conveniently  be  crossed  from  Stony-point  to  the  City. 
A  fleet  with  reinforcements  has  been  long  expected,  but  none  yet 
arrived.  The  informants  did  not  hear  any  thing  of  the  Sea  engage- 
ments. When  they  deserted  -Sir  Henry  Clinton,  still  ooamanded 
but  was  to  be  succeeded  by  Lord  Comwallis.  Desertion  has  beea 
very  great  but  must  decrease  while  the  army  continues  on  the  island 
from  the  difficulty  of  getting  off.  These  men  never  received  any 
pay,  2}  p'  day  is  stopped  for  rations  &  the  remainder  is  consumed 
for  extra  clothing,  washing  &c. 
I  am 
with  respect 
your  Excellencies 
Most  Humble  &  obd*  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Aug*  14th,  1779. 

■  Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  "ti. 
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Pres.  of  Congress  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

(Circular.) 

Fhikdelphia,  14  An^,  1779. 

Sir, 

CoDgress  have  deemed  it  highly  Docessary  to  iDform  yon  that  the 
Enemy  have  exerted  tbemselvea  to  send  out  a  very  coDsiderable 
reinforcement  to  their  army  now  in  Amerioa.  Seven  thousand  were 
destined  hither  from  Europe,  and  three  thousand  from  the  West 
Indies.  The  operations  in  the  place  last  mentioned  may  perhaps 
prevent  the  arrival  of  those  Troops,  but  there  is  no  solid  reason  to 
expect  that  the  European  Eeinforcements  will  not  arrive. 

It  is  proper  you  should  be  informed  that  our  Allies  were  much 
concerned  to  find  that  preparations  were  not  earlier  made  for  a 
vigorous  Campaign.  The  exertions  of  America  are  necessary  to 
obtain  the  great  objects  of  the  alliance,  her  Liberty,  Sovereignty, 
and  Independance.  The  Barbarities  already  exhibited  by  the 
Enemy,  and  their  avowed  determinations  to  give  a  still  greater  scope 
to  their  Ravages  are  additional  motives  to  our  endeavours.  Con- 
gress are  fully  convinced,  therefore,  that  you  will  comply  with  their 
earnest  wishes  to  prepare  for  the  most  immediate  &  most  vigorous 
operations,  particularly  by  filling  up  your  Battalions,  and  having  the 
Militia  of  your  State  ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  warning.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  circumstances  may  soon  call  them  forth  to 
operate  ofifensively,  &  it  is  hoped  &  expected  with  such  Energy  & 
Effect  as  to  free  these  States  from  their  Hostile  Invaders. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect, 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY,  Presid'. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

P.  S. — A  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  Inst.,  against 
John  Douglass,  late  Commander  of  the  Privateer  Schooner  called 
the  Hunter,  is  herewith  enclosed."*^ 

#  See  GoL  Eee.,  Vol  XIL,  p.  75 
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Sfic'r  Matlack  to  Mons.  Gbbabb,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  August  16,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Oonnoil  have  ordered  ihat  the  Bells  of  the  City  be  rang  on 
the  approachiDg  birth  day  of  his  Majesty  of  France ;  some  rockets 
will  be  thrown,  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy,  consistent  with 
strict  frugality,  will  be  exhibited,  sufficient  to  engage  the  attention 
of  the  people,  and  introduce  the  custom  of  rejoicing  on  the  aani- 
versary  of  a  day  so  auspicious  to  America. 

Altho',  as  Secretary,  I  have  no  orders  to  communicate  this,  yet  it 
appears  to  be  proper  that  you  should  know  it.     Your  EzoeUeoey 
will  therefore  pardon  me  f<Nr  troubling  you  with  it 
I  am,  with  greatest  respect. 

Your  Exc'y  Most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Exc'y  The  Sieur  Gerard,  Minister  Plenip.,  &c. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pbes.  Bbeb,  1779. 

Sir, 

Thomas  Pralt,  who  deserted  with  five  others  last  Wednesday  night 
from  the  Hunter  sloop  of  war,  lying  as  a  guard  ship  in  the  H<wk, 
informs  me  that  Sir  George  Collier,  who  sail'd  some  time  since,  but 
does  not  recollect  the  day,  had  under  his  command  one  ship  of 
74,  two  of  50  guns,  two  frigates  &  some  smaller  vessels,  &  was  sup- 
posed to  be  gone  on  a  cruise  to  Boston  Bay  &  had  taken  as   many 
men  as  possibly  could  be  spared  from  the  Hunter.     Lately,  four 
armed  victuallers  arrived  from  Cork,  &  last  Tuesday  a  large   ship, 
supposed  to  be  of  50  guns  came  in.     They  had  intelligence  on  board 
the  Hunter  of  the  loss  of  the  grenades,  but  were  told  the  English 
had  gained  a  victory  at  sea  over  the  French  in  the  West  Indies. 
I  am,  with  respect. 
Your  Excellencies 
Most  Obed'  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M- 

Aug*  16th,  1779. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  President  to  the  State. 
*  See  answer,  p.  651. 
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Board  op  Wae  to  Pbks.  Eebp,  1779. 

War  Office^  Aug*  16, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  return  the  Papers  on  the  melancholy  state 
of  your  Frontiers.  They  should  have  been  sent  before  this,  but  we 
haa  not  received  them  from  Congress,  before  whom  we  laid  them, 
with  a  JEleport  on  their  Co^tentfl^  of  the  Ilesult  whereof  we  have  not 
yet  been  informed. 

We  are,  with  great  Sespeot, 

Tour  very  obed.  Serv««. 

RICHARD  PBTBRS, 
By  order. 
Directed, 

On  public  Service. 

Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Y.  President  S.  E.  -Council  of  Pen- 
mlvania.' 

War  Office. 


Albx.  Soammell,  a.  O.,  to  Boabb  of  Wab,  1T79. 

Head  Quarters, 

West  Point,  Aug*  18, 1779. 

Sir. 

In  answer  to  your  leUer  of  the  10th  instant,  I  am  to  inform  you 
that  the  Conunandear  in  Chief  has  directed  me  to  keep  Officers  at  the 
several  Hospitals  where  the  sick  of  the  Army  are,  to  keep  the  sol- 
diers in  proper  subjectioii,  send  the  recovered  men  off  under  proper 
officers  to  their  respective  Regiments,  and  send  monthly  lists  of  the 
flick  to  the  Orderly  Office.  The  reasons  inducing  such  a  regulation 
axe,  that  the  soldiery  when  sent  to  the  Hospitals  will  not  pay  proper 
attention  to  the  orders  of  the  Burgeons,  and  that  previous  to  this 
legultttion  the  men  whan  discharged  were  sent  without  proper  offi- 
oers  to  the  Army,  by  which  means  they  frequently  straggled  into 
the  Country  and  deserted. 

Col.  Proctor  last  Winter  had  the  general  superintendency  of  the 
sick  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospitals,  and  at  my  request  sent  one  of 
his  officers  to  the  Yellow  Springs.  ,     .   j  i  a 

When  he  desired  to  be  relieved,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  left 
Vol.  VII.— 28  
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one  of  his  Officers  who  was  in  a  bad  state  of  health  at  the  Yellow 
Springs,  and  as  I  commonly  send  such  officers  to  the  Hospitals 
whose  state  of  health  renders  them  unfit  for  field  service,  I  tho't 
proper  not  to  send  any  officer  to  relieve  the  Captain  'till  he  informed 
me  of  his  recovery;  by  which  means  he  has  continued  on  that  duty 
'till  this  time. 

I  am;  Sir,  your 

Obedient  Servant, 

ALEX'D.  SOAMMELL,  A.  0*- 

Directed^ 

(Public  Service.) 

P.  Scull,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia. 


Pres.  Rbbd  to  CoxjKty  Liexjtenaktb,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  August  18th,  1779. 

Since  we  wrote  you  on  the  Inst.,  the  Hon*  the  Congress  have 
passed  the  inclosed  jl^esolve,  whioh  we  hope  will  be  fully  complied 
with.  From  the  Force  Genl.  Sullivan  has,  as  well  as  the  Mode  of 
War  pursued  by  the  Savages,  it  is  most  probable  that  the  Enemy 
instead  of  meeting  him  in  Front  will  harass  his  Rear,  &  endeavour 
to  cut  eff  his ,  Communication'  k  Supplies ;  it  is  therefore  of  the 
utmost  Importance  to  the  general  as  well  as  particular  Interests  of 
this  State  to  make  such  Exertions  as  may  preserve  thb  important 
Object,  and  as  the  Militia  of  the  City  are  now  and  have  been  all 
Summer  doin^  Duty  on  the  unbealtby  Islands  of  the  Delaware,  we 
hope  that  a  like  Spirit  will  animate  our  Friends  in  the  Coantry 
preserve  the  Honour  of  the  State  &  protect  the  remaining  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Frontiers.  As  we  have  every  Reason  to  hope  that  these 
are  the  last  Struggles  of  expiring  Malice  &  Tyranny,  we  tmst  a 
suitable  Spirit  will  shew  itself  so  as  to  give  lasting  Peaee  &  Tran- 
quillity to  those  si]rfi'ering  k  distressed  (Amnties.  To  pieveai  mis- 
takes we  weuld  inform  you  that  it  is  not  intended  to  call  oat  any 
more  Militia  than  these  ordered  on  the  Inst.,  but  to  hasten  you 
in  the  Execution  of  their  Orders. 

I  am  with  due  Regard  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  k  very  Hbble  Ser  * 

*  See  CoL  Bee  ToL  Xn.,  p.  74. 
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.MoKS.  Gekard  to  Sbc'y  Matiace,  177d. 

Philadelphia,  le  18  Aoutj  1779. 
Monsieur, 

L'avis  que  vous  Toules  bien  me  donner  do  la  roBOjltition  dn  CoBfleU 
execatif  oonoernant  des  rejoaissancea  pour  le  jour  de  la  naissauce 
du  Bo]|  me  fait  un  plaisir  iufiui,  parceque  o'est  un  nouveau  temoigoi' 
age  des  scntimens  les  plus  agreables  pour  Totre  alli6.  11  exige 
en  m^me  tems  toute  ma  reconnaisance  personnelle  pour  votro 
attention  obligeante  et  pour  lea  motifs  respectables  qui  vous  Tout 
dicti^.  J^sp^re  qae  je  serai  inform^  du  tems  et  du  lieu  6u  le  feu 
d'artifice  sera  tir6  a6n  de  pouvoir  m'y  trouver. 
Jai  rhonneur  d'<Jtre  aveo  la  consideration  la  plus  distingue^. 
Monsieur,  Yotre  tr^s  humble  et  tr^ 

ob^issaut  scrviteur,  * 
M.  Matlack.  QEEABD  * 


Pees.  Rbbd  to  Charlbs  Hall,  1779. 

Sir^ 

Your  Favour  of  the  14th  Inst,  has  been  duly  rec^red.  t  As  there 
have  been  sundry  Mistakes  made  with  Regard  to  Persons  supposed 
to  have  gone  off  with  the  Enemy,  which  are  rectified  with  great 
Difficulty  &  Loss  of  Time,  we  shall  wairtill  you  have  had  Opp"  to 
make  full  Inquiry  after  Abraham  Ream,  &  if  you  find  the  Account 
given  by  Bqjer  to  be  trtte,  &  certify  it  to  us,  we  wiU  insert  his 
Name  in  the  Proclamation,  which  will  entitle  you  to  proceed  ag*^ 
him  as  in  common  Cases.  The  Clerk  has  been  directed  to  make 
out  the  List  of  attainted  Persons  in  Lancaster  County,  which  will 
be  forwarded  to  you  with  all  Expedition. 

I  i(m  BOTty  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  send  you  the  Determination 
of  Council  on  the  Case  of  Donally,  but  it  is  a  standing  Rule  of  the 
Board  not  to  decide  upon  any  applications  for  Pardon  or  Remission 
of  Punishments  unless  a  certified  Copy  of  the  Judgment  signed  by 
the  Clerk  also  accompanies  it — the  Rmsous  for  this  Caution  are  too 
obvious  to  need  mentioning.  As  soon  as  that  eomes  to  Hand  an 
Answer  will  be  sent  to  the  Request,  &  it  will  most  probably  be 
granted. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Friend  &  Hbble  Senr., 

J.  REED. 
Indorsed  Aug.  19. 
Directed, 

To  Charles  Hall,  Esq',  of  Lane'. 

*  See  the  letter  to  which  this  is  the  answer  on  p.  648. 
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QAjn.  JoHir  UcGttsjjsf  xo  OovnojL^  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  tlie  Supreme  EzecatiTe  OonncQ. 

May  it  Pleifle  Am  Oeoneil/ 

The  Inolosed  as  a  Bill  for  Iron  Work  made  down  at  Fort  lalaaj 
in  the  Months  of  May  &  Jane,  Which  I  Transmitted  to  Col.  Boil : 
he  refused  to  pay  it,  and  wrote  on  the  Back  on  it  the  Propoaala  as 
there  Stated. 

The  same  Workmen  that  worked  there  Beeeiv'd  before  &  Since 
in  Philadelphia  Eight  Dollars  ^  Day  and  their  Bations  for  Black- 
smith's Work  in  the  Cootinental  Service  under  my  Direction,  &  I 
fonnd  the  Iron,  Goal  and  Tools,  for  which  Col.  Ball  makes  so  allow- 
ance. The  Bill  is  drawn  Out  e^ual  to  the  prices  for  Continental 
Work  of  the  same  kind,  &  1  have  already  paid  the  Men  8  DoUan  ^ 
Day.  I  beg  leaye  to  Eeferr  the  Matter  to  Connoil,* 
&  have  the  Honour.to  be 

Their  Terv  humble  Sery^i 

JOHN  McGINLEY,    ' 

Gpt.  of  Artelaix- 
Aug- 19**,  1779. 


David  Jambbok  to  Sbo'y  Matlace,  1779. 

York-Town,  Aug*  19th,  1779. 
Sir, 

My  not  receinng  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  July  till  the  2aib,  the 
day  before  our  court,  which  I  waa  obliged  to  attend.'^Mr.  Brooks, 
the  Town  Major,  who  had  signed  lately  most  of  the  returaa  for 
rations,  being  at  the  lime  in  PhiladelpJna,  and  my  bad  state  t^ 
health  prevented  me  from  making  such  farther  ioqairj  into  Mr 
McCaiisier's  behariour  as  I  in  eompliaiioe  to  the  desire  of  Coancil 
wished  to  do. 

You  may  judge  how  disagreeable  and  difficult  an  inquiry  of  tbta 
sort  must  be  when  I  inform  you  that  your  letter  was  deUyered  U> 
me  opened  by  Mr.  Jacob  Eiklebei^er  the  28th,  who  owned  he 
reoeiyed  the  26th  by  the  hands  of  a  stranger.  When  the  people 
who  had  been  actiye  in  enquiring  Id  to  Mr.  McCalister'a  conduct, 
and  had  ignorantly,  and  through  a  suspicion  of  his  being  powerfully 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  ;XII.,  pp.  80,  83. 
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stipporlcd  against  a  proseention,  signed  a  writing  dblfgtng  Ibem  to 
stand  bj  one  another,  was  threatened  by  the  cbairaan  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee to  be  indicted  as  Barretters  and  Conspirators,  and  an  action 
brought  against  one  of  them  by  the  same  gentleman  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  MoCalister. — ^When  he  has  had  tbe  possession  of  the  stores  'till 
within  these  few  days,  or  at  least  the  receipt  for  deliyering  them 
oyer  not  signed  a  short  time  agoe. — ^When  three  men  of  Cr^it  was 
tamed  off  the  grand  Jury  beoaose  they  were  tboueht  to  be  eyidences 
against  Mr.  MoCalister. — ^When,  although  the  bill  was  found  by  the 
grand  jury,  he  was  not  tryed  but  Recognised  to  answer  at  next  court. 
Notwithstanding  those  diffieuHiea  I  intend  to  anfte  all  the  disco- 
veries I  can,  and  as  soon  as  possible  inform  the  Council  thereof. 
But  if  I  could  be  certain  whether  the  president  of  the  council 
received  two  letters  sent  by  Capt.  Hautin,  one  siffned  by  Mr. 
Eikleberger  and  me,  the  other  signed  by  self,  I  would  know  better 
how  to  proceed. 

I  am  Sir^ 

y^iir  most  Homble  Sert^ 

DAVIB  JAMESON.* 

Difteied. 

To  fnmothy  Matlack.  Esquire.  Secretary  to  the   Council  in 
Philadelphia. 


MoKS.  Obbarb  to  Pass.  Rseb,  1779. 

A  Philadelphie,  le  19  Aont,  1779. 

Hontieur, 

Ayant  6t6  inform^  que  Totre  Excellence  croit  convenable  que  ma 
Commission  de  Consul  G^n^ral  de  France  en  Am^rique  avec  pouvoir 
d  'y  ^tabHr  dea  Consuls  soit  enregistr^e  au  Conseil  meoutif 
de  JPensylvanie,  Cette  formality  ne  m'a  pas  ^ru  n^cessaire  n' 
ayant  aucnne  fonction  k  ezercer  aupr^  de  oet  Etat,  attendu  Td- 
tablissement  d*  un  Consul  et  d'  un  Vice  Consul  dans  ce  Port..  Cepen- 
dant  je  me  porte  It  prior  Voire  Excellence  de  vouloir  bien  printer 
au  Conseil  et  faire  en  regitrer  la  copie  vidim^  ci  jointe  de  mon  titre, 
flinsi  que  je  me  porterai  tonjours  k  tout  ce  qui  pourra  vous  plaire  et 
6tre  une  marque  de  mes  respeetueux  ^gard^  pour  TEtaC  et  ponr  le 

*  See  page*  529,  68(1 
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Corps  nqiMl  vom  pneBidte.    J'ai  Tlioiiiieu  d  dtve  atm  qiw  ragpae* 
Ueaae  eonaideimtioa. 

Moiiii0V7 

De  Yotre  Exoellenoe 

Le  tr^  bumble  et  tr^ 

obejMant  Bervitenr, 

GERARD. 

Dirtcieif 
8.  B.  M'  Le  Pmrident  de  PenqitBiiie. 


Copie. 

ProTimoas  de  Oonsal  G«Mnl  de  Fmee  k  Boetoo  et  aatres  Porto 
— epperftems  anx  Stoto  Unis  de  rAmeriqae  8ep^*  poor  le  S' 
Gerard. 


Lonis  per  h  grace  de  Diea  Roi  de  Franee  et  de  NaTurre,  a  \ 
ceoz  qui  oee  preeeates  lettres  ?erront  Salat:  £stinant  neoeaeaire  de 
ereer  ane  charge  de  noire  CodsuI  General  a  Boeton  et  aatres  FartB 
appartenana  anx  EtataUoiB  de  rAmeriqae  Septentrionale  etTOolant 
traiter  fayonblement  le  S'  Gerard,  noaa  avoos  era  ne  poavoir  fiiiro 
an  meilleorcboixqae  de  ea  Personne  poor  bien  remplir  les  fonctionfl 
de  oette  charge  par  laconnoisanee  qoe  noaa  avona  de  son  lele  et  affec- 
tion a  notie  aerrioe  et  aax  interesto  de  nos  sajeto  et  de  son  intelligenoe 
et  capacity  dans  les  afiaires  de  mer.  A  oes  caases  et  aotres,  4  ce  noos 
moovanty  Noos  avons  le  d*  S'  Gerard  nomm^  et  ^taMi  et  par  ees 
presentes  8ign6es  de  notre  main,  le  nommons  et  etablissons  notre 
CoDsal  G^n^ral  k  Boeton  et  aatres  Porto  apartonans  aaz  Etoto  Unis 
de  rAmeriqae  Septentrionale,  ayeo  poovoir  d'^toblir  des  Consols  et 
Vice  Consols  dans  le  fieox  on  il  les  jtigera  necessaires;  poor  la  dite 
charge  aToir,  tenir,  ezeroeri  en  jooir,  et  oser  pendant  le  terns  qn'il 
QODs  plaira,  aoz  honneois,  aatorit6^  pie^minences,  preroflati?eS| 
privileges,  Exemptions,  droits,  firoits,  profits,  reyenns  et  EmoTomens 
qui  J  appartiennent,  tela  et  semUabltti  qne  ceox  dont  jooisBent  nos 
aatres  Consols  g^n^ux.  Faisons  defenses  k  tons  N^gocians  francois 
et'  toates  personnes  navigoant  eons  la  banniere  de  France,  de  le  tronbler 
dans  la  joaissance,  foootions,  et  exercise  da  dit  Consolat  Enjoignons 
A  tons  Capitains,  Maitres  et  Patrons  de  Yaisaeaox  Barqoes  et  aatres 
Batimens,  arm^a  et  nayigoant  sons  la  dite  Banniere,  comme  k  tons  nos 
sajeto  de  reconnoitre  le  d*  S'  Gerard  et  lai  obeir  en  cette  qoalitE. 
Prions  et  reqoeiona  nos  Tr^  Chers  et  Grands  Amis  et  Allids  Le  Con- 
gt^  des  Etato  Unis  de  F  Am^riqae  Septentrionale,  aea  Gt)averneara  et 
aatres  officiers  qo'il  appaiiiEadni  de  laisser  jooir  pldnement  et 
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paimblement  le  dit  S'  Gerard  ^t  les  Consuls  ot  Yice  Consul  qu'il 
6tablira  dans  la  dite  charge^  sans  lenr  faire,  ne  souffrir  qu  'il  leur  soit 
fait  ancun  trouble  ni  empcchement  mais  au  contraire  de  leur  donner 
toute  faveur  et  assistance,  offrant  d  'en  faire  de  meme  pour  tons  ceuz 
qui  nous  seront  aini  recommand^s  de  leur  part.  £n  temoin  de 
quo!  Nous  avons  fait  mettre  notre  seel  secret  k  ces  presentes.  Donn^  h, 
Versailles  oa  28  Mars  del  'An  de  Grace  1778|  et  de  notro  Begne  le 
Gioquieme. 

sigB^  Loxns. 

et  8ur  le  replis  est  toitj  par  le  SoL 

Sign^,  DE  SARTINE. 

Pour  eopie  oonforme  4  V  original  a  Philadelphie  19  Aont,  1779. 

GERARD. 


SftSRIFF  HeBTZEL  to  Lt.    SflOlHAEBR,   1779. 

(Copy.) 
Northampton  Oouaty,  August  the  20, 1779. 
SBr, 

Herewith  I  give  you  my  Reasons  which  you  have  demanded  from 
me  in  Writing  for  not  taking  the  Executions  from  you  for  the 
delinquents  of  the  four  first  Classes  of  the  Militia. 

The  Militia  men  as  I  am  informed  through  the  Battalions  of  this 
County  are  highly  Alarmed  and  much  enraged  and  not  allow  them- 
aelves  by  no  means  to  be  delinquents,  and  therefore  wont  suffer  no 
sheriff  Constable  or  aney  other  fit  person  to  serve  aney  Executions 
OQ  them  as  suoh  delioquents  by  no  means  ;foT  they  sent  out  their 
quota  of  men  what  Council  demanded  therefore  I  am  Well  Convinced 
that  I  would  be  in  danger  to  undertake  to  go  against  such  a  large 
Body  of  Militia  men. 

from  your  Hu«  Se», 

JONAS  HERTZEL,  Sheriff. 

Direeiedf 

To  Jacob  Shoemaker  Sub.  Leiu*. 

•  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  pp.  78,  80. 
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Timothy  PicKEBiKa  to  Prbs.  Rmi),  1779. 

PhOadelpIiia,  August  20;  1779. 

s-, 

I),  leg  leaTe  to  ineloie  to  your  tlzoeHeney  the  cleelaratioiM  of  tiro 
New-England  seamen;  who  were  impressed  on  board  the  ship  Ckn* 
eral  Oreene  belonginff  to  this  state,  exhibiting  snoh  a  soene  of 
inhnmanity  as  I  oomd  not  view  without  astonishment.  It  is 
difficult  to  repress  one's  indignation  at  snoh  omel  treatment  ef  firee 
oitiMUS  of  the  United  States.  We  have  long  expressed  our  horror 
at  the  barburouB  spirit  of  the  British;  who  haye  been  starring  & 
confining  in  irons  &  dungeons  the  fireeineii.of  Ameliea  to  foioe  them 
to  enter  into  their  senrioe.  It  could  be  little  expected  that  while 
these  complaints  were  in  our  mouths,  &  the  ffroans  of  the  wretched 
captives  were  still  sounding  in  our  ears,  that  American  Officers 
should  exercise  the  same  unwarrantable  and  in&mous  practises 
towards  their  own  countrymen;  and  in  the  case  of  Wagner,  upon  a 
sailor  of  singular  worth  &  bravery.  But  the  narrative  needs  no  com- 
ment.— Wagner  is  here  a  stranger—the  prte  ship  lie  belonged  to 
was  owned  by  a  relation  of  mine  &  some  otherS;  all  my  townsmen  & 
particular  friends.  The  connection  led  him  to  me  for  assistance.  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  yield  it :  it  would  be  due  'to  any  dtixen  of 
the  United  States  softeing  under  the  hand  of  such  a  crud  oppressor. 
Great  objections  lie  to  a  civil  prosecution;  and  Wagner  has  too 
much  spirit  to  fisk  or  receive  a  pecuniary  satisfaction.  He  wished  a 
stop  may  be  put  to  such  tyranny,  and  a  proper  punishment  inflicted 
on  the  present  offender,  Oastwind.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  State, 
and  subject  to  the  power  of  your  Excellency  and  the  heiicrarable  the 
supreme  executive  council.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  matter  to  your 
wisdom  &  justice,  not  doubting  that  so  cruel  ft  wanton  an  abase  of 
power  will  be  properly  resenti^  by  your  ExccAlency  ft  the  honour- 
able board;  and  examplary  punishment  inflicted  on  the  offenders : 
only  observing,  that  if  the  practice  complained  of  were  permitted  to 
go  on,  the  harmony  now  suosisting  between  the  several  states  in  the 
Union,  ft  which  tis  so  important  to  cuhivato,  would  be  endangeredj 
and  mutual  acts  of  cruelty  probably  take  place.-^^pt.  Montgomery 
informs  me  he  was  induced  to  deMn  these  men  because  they  were 
New  JEngtandmrnj  ^  tbinkiuj;  tham  a  valuable  acquisition.''  but,  sir, 
you  can  hardly  conceive  of  their  horor  at  the  barbarous  usage 
Wagner  received  on  board  the  General  Greene.  Nothing  but  the 
threat  of  instant  death  would  induce  them  to  enter  into  service  on 
board  a  ship  where  officers  are  capable  of  such  inhumanity — an 
inhumanity  (as  they  say)  ^hich  was  not  confined  ^to  them,  but 
reached  the  whole  ships  crew.  Such  is  their  abhorrence,  excited  by 
the  usage  on  board  |this  ship,  that  hardly  any  consideration  would 
prevail  on  them  even  to  sail  out  of  the  port.    Greene  says  he,  was 
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dariog  five  years  on  board  different  Britislimen  of  war,  ft  has  sailed 
in  the  ships  of  half  the  nations  of  Europe :  bat  never  before  saw 
snch  barbarous  &  arbitrary  severity  of  discipline  as  was  uniformly 
practised  on  board  the  General  Greene,  particularly  by  lieutenant 
Gaatwind;— As  these  two  sailors  will  in  a  few  days  set  out  for  New 
En|^land|  you  will  permit  me  to  request  that  their  complaint  may  be 
noticed  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant 

MM.  PICKEKING. 
Direetedf 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Seed,  Esqr.,  President  &c« 


Marihb  GoMMrrrEB  oif  Gongrsss  to  Pbbb.  Bbbb^  1779 

Philadelphia;  August  20th^  1779. 

Your  Excellenoys  fkvour  of  yesterday  is  now  before  U8.1F 

It  gives  us  great  concern  to  hear  that  '^a  spirit  of  Insolence  and 
Outrage  manifests  itself  in  the  Officers  &  men  of  the  Gontinental 
Vessels,''  and  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  this  Committee 
will  discountenance  every  attempt  of  the  ofllcers  k  men  under  their 
direetion  to  treat  the  Magistral  or  uty  Persons  in  the  execution  of 
office  with  insult  &  Contempt 

We  find  ourselves  embarrassed  with  the  particular  Gases  referred 
to  in  your  Excellendy's  Letter;  as  on  the  One  hand^  to  pass  censure 
on  those  Officers,  wUhout  hearing  them  in  their  defence  would  be 
considered  as  an  act  of  injustice;  and  having  no  Authority  to  call 
before  us  any  Citizens  of  this  State  whereby  we  might  come  to  a 
thon>U|^  knowledge  of  the  Merits  of  the  Oase  Stated,  an  ex  parte 
enquiry  might  lead  to  a  partial  decision  on  the  other  hand :  we 
therefore  hope  that  the  cmi  Power  will  efiieotually  redress  the  inju- 
ries complained  of;  andf  we  trusty  i^wveat  the  like  in  future. 

We  are  with  much  Esteem  &  respect. 

Your  Excellencys 
Most  Obedient 
Hble  Servants. 
W-  WHIPPLE,  Chairman. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Not  found. 
28* 
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Prm.  Rmd  to  JusncBS  of  Prilabklfhia  1779. 

CofUMil  Chamber,  Aug.  20, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Case  yon  laid  before  us  on  Wednesday  haa  been  dalj  eoniid- 
ered  and  as  it  will  allwaya  give  ns  Satisfaction  to  facilitate  your 
Daty  &  render  the  Magistracy  as  effectual  &  respectable  as  the 
Interests  of  Society  &  the  Jmtioe  to  your  own  Characters  &  FeeliogB 
require  I  shall  with  Pleamre  eommonicate  to  you  the  SentimeiUs 
of  the  Board  theieon* 

As  to  any  Claim  derived  by  Hucksters  or  any  other  Persons  under 
those  to  whom  the  Stalls  are  lett  to  occupy  them  on  other  than  Mar- 
ket Days  it  appears  to  us  to  be  gronndkss  and  as  the  Wardens  of 
the  City  have  the  Care  &  Custody  of  the  Stalls,  they  have  a  Right 
ft  undoubtedly  upon  a  proper  BepresentaUon  will  exercise  it  to 
prevent  any  pretended  Claim  under  them  being  used  to  the  Prejn- 
diee  or  Pisturbanee  of  the  £uthful  ft  ouiet  InhAbitants  of  the  Ciqr* 

But  as  to  any  such  Disturbances  or  Nnsanoes  yon  unquestionablj 
possess  the  Power  ft  it  is  your  Duty  to  suppress  them,  for  even  a 
Bight  is  not  to  be  used  to  the  Disturbance  ft  Injury  of  the  pnblicL 
The  Wardens  thetefoie  exercising  their  Bights  wiUi  Be^eet  to  the 
Stalls  &  supported  by  your  Authority  in  preserving  the  Peace  k 
Tranquillity  of  the  City  will  most  probably  be  fufly  sufficient  to 
answer  the  desiied  £nd. 

With  nraeh  Esteem  ft  Begard 

I  remtto  Oettts. 
Tour  Obed.  ft  very 

HbWe  Serv', 

JOB.  BBBD,  Fkeadnt* 
Indorsed^ 

Ang*  21*>,  To  the  WorsUpfiill  the  Jnstiees  of  the  Oity  ef  Phib- 
delphtt. 

•  See  OoL  Bee^  VoL  ZIL,  ^  80. 
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Pbbs.  Bssd  to  Capt.  Clumaob,  1779. 

Philad.,  Ang.  20, 1779. 
Sir, 

It  18  with  some  Concern  we  find  you  have  not  yet  made  any 
Betarn  of  yonr  Transactions  in  recruiting  yonr  Company  of  Rangers. 
I  desire  yon  would  immediately  transmit  a  Betum  of  yonr  Company 
and  as  we  have  been  informed  yon  have  indulged  tbem  in  going  to 
their  own  Houses  we  must  inform  you  that  such  a  Procedure  if  it 
be  lame  is  yery  disagreable  to  us  A;  disreputable  to  you :  &  more 
especially  as  Oentlemen  of  Note  in  the  County  are  complaining  to 
us  that  their  Protection  is  neglected  ft  the  County  suffering-— Surely 
there  must  be  something  wrone  in  this  Business  which  you  must 
endeavour  to  rectify  without  Delay*  Upon  the  Receipt  of  this  there* 
fore  we  require  you  to  embody  your  Company  k  take  such  Station 
as  Col.  Piper  ahall  think  most  for  the  Interest  of  the  County  k  the 
Frontier  generally — ^And  we  recommend  to  yoa  to  exert  yourself  to 
satisfy  the  just  Expectations  of  the  publick  and  render  the  Services 
for  which  the  Corps  was  raised. 

I  am  Sir;  with  due  Regard 

Tour  Obcd.  Hbble  Serv*. 

P.  S.  M'  Canon  of  CarMe  is  provided  with  sundry  necessaries 
for  which  you  are  to  apply  to  him. 


PfiES.  Rbed  to  John  Cabson,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  the  9th  Inst,*  has  been  duly  received,  and  we  are 
well  pleased  with  your  Oare  in  purchasing  such  Articles  as  can  be 

Srocured  for  the  Rangers,  Tou  will  please  to  go  on  in  the  Busiaess 
;  complete  them  as  far  as  possible.    Blankets  cannot  be  got  here, 
Mr.  Thompson  has  searched  the  Town  thro'  without  Success,  he  will 
give  you  an  Account  of  what  he  has  procured  which  is  to  be  delivered 
into  your  Care  &  distributed  to  the  Troops  in  due  Proportions. 
I  am  Sir,  Tour  Friend 

&HbblServ*, 

JOS.  REED, 

Presid*. 
Aug.  21. 

Direeted, 

Mr^  John  Carson* 

*  See  page  087. 
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Pbx&  Bbxd  to  Gbokgb  Wall^  Esq.^  1779. 

In  Counoil, 

Philad*,  Augasfc  21-*,  1779. 

Sir 

In  Aoflwer  to  yow  Favour  reoeivBd  jMlerday  I  aead  yo«  ih6 
Opinion  of  Uie  Att^  Qon^. — ^Whioh  jom  will  mako  gndi  nae  of  m  joa 
think  pradent  &  proper.  Onr  Adnee  is  that  yon  aot  up  tho  IntacMl 
<tf  Joseph  Qallowar  be  it  more  or  leaa,  for  it  is  said  thore  has  beea 
some  Settlement  oi  whieh  the  Porohaaer  will  take  the  Benefit  If 
the  Pttrohaeer  does  Waste  he  mn«t  do  it  at  hifl  Peril,  we  would  have 
you  neither  giyo  Permission  to  ent  Timber  nor  the  oootnry  bnt  to 
sell  the  Interest  as  above  the  Purchaser  to  take  what  thoLaw  will 
permit  him  to  take. 

We  send  you  a  Copy  of  a  Besobtion.  pawed  tihja  Board  thia  Wed( 
to  which  we  doubt  not  you  will  conform. 
I  am  Sir^  Your 

Friend  &  very 

Hbbl  Serv*.* 
Directed^ 

To  Oen  Wall,  Esq.,  Agent  for  forfeited  Estates  Bucks  Ooonty. 


Col.  Waltml  Stbwart  xo  Pbks.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Gamp  at  West  Poin^;  August  2l8t^  1779. 
SearSit, 

I  think  it  necessary  to  Sxplain  to  your  Sxcellency  the  motives 
which  ludaced  the  Boird  of  Field  Officers  who  were  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  Claim  of  Bank  made  by  Lieut.  Broadhead ;  to  de- 
termine that  it  would  be  improper  to  admit  him  as  a  Captain  Ih  the 
4th  Eegimentr 

The  same  Board  had  been  of  a  long  standing  at  Middle  Brook|  in 
Order  to  give  thooe  Officers  who  were  unfortunately  taken  Priaoners 
an  opportunity  of  laying  in  their  Claims,  during  this  time  Gaptr 
Judor,  Betting,  and  many  others  made  their  applicationsy  and  were 
placed  in  those  Situations  to  which  they  had  a  right,  but  the  <daim 
of  Lieut  Broadhead  never  appeared,  and  it  was  a  conceived  opbuon 
amongst  the  Officers,  that  Mr.  Broadhead  had  no  Intantioii  of  agiai 

♦  Bee  Cd.  Bee.,  Yd.  XH.,  p.  77. 


FBNNffniYANIA  AEOHIVXS  in9.  ttl 

JomiBg  the  Arm  J,  bat  on  the  ^OoBtnury  that  he  was  in  Tnde^  and 
making  a  fortune  in  Philad*. 

This  Idea  we  earned  with  ns  nntill  the  'applieatioa  to  your  Ez- 
oellenoj  from  this  Oentleman  appear'd  Aooompanied  bj  yonr  oertifi- 
eate  to  him ;  but  nnfortnnately  Congress  had  put  it  ont  of  oar  power 
to  do  any  thing  in  his  favour,  by  a  resolve  they  PassM  Excluding  idl 
Prisoners  from  Joining  the  army  unless  Provided  for  Previous  to  a 
Certain  day,  which  had  Paas'd  some  time  before  Mr.  Broadhead,  or 
his  application  appear'd  in  the  Army. 

In  consequence  of  this  Resolve,  all  the  Yaoanoy's  in  the  4th  Reg* 
had  been  fill'd  up,  and  its  situation  so  fixed  in  the  opinion  of  its 
Officers,  that  the  greatest  Confusion  must  havcensued  &om  an  alter- 
ation being  made  m  it. 

I  formerly  served  in  the  Regiment  with  Mr.  Broadhead,  a  strong 
attachment  to  which  made  me  anxious  all  the  officers  should  be  taken 
care  off,  and  proper  provision  made  for  them ;  the  other  Oentlemen 
who  had  been  Exchanged,  either  Personally  or  by  letter  demanded 
the  field  Officers  Interested  to  have  Justice  done  them,  not  so  with  Mr. 
Broadhead,  although  many  of  us  had  been  frequently  in  his  company 
at  Philad*,  we  could  not  find  that  he  had  ever  exprest  the  least  desire 
to  any  of  us,  of  again  Joining  the  Army,  but  as  I  obsefved  before^ 
seemed  Involved  in  Business,  and  speculation. 

The  Cause  of  my  troubling  your  Excellency  on  this  subject  is  to 
give  you  a  proper  Idea  of  the  reasons  for  which  hia  request  was  not 
granted,  as  1  haye  heard  Mr.  Broadhead  has  exprest  Sentiments  re* 
apecting  this  Board  of  Officers,  which  must  have  arose  from  a  great 
mistake,  as  I  can  assure  your  Excellency  it  was  the  wish  of  every 
Member  to  Gxatify  Mr.  Broadhead  could  they  have  done  it  Consistent 
with  the  rules  of  Propriety  and  Justice ;  Especially  as  your  Excel- 
lency exprest  a  desire  this  young  Gentieman  should  again  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Line. 

I  Congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  great  Suooess  of  Count  D* 
Estang  in  the  West  Indies,  as  also  on  an  affair  which  took  place  a 
few  days  Past,  which  must  give  additional  Credit  to  the  Enterprise 
of  the  American  Troops. 

The  British  have  always  kept  a  Post  at  Powles  Hook,  since  their 
baving  Possession  of  New  York ;  the  Garrison  varied  at  different 
times  much  in  Numbers,  on  the  16th  It  consisted  of  near  200,  and  aa 
his  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  had  aoeoontsliMt  British  Seourety 
had  taken  place  amongst  them,  he  Order'd  Major  Lee  to  attempt  a 
Surprize  on  them  with  a  chosen  Party,  this  he  Executed  with  great 
address,  and  it  is  said  has  brought  off  150  Prisoners,  the  particular 
number  of  officers,  or  their  ranks  we  have  not  yet  learned,  the  situa- 
tion of  this  Poet  was  so  fiivourable  to  the^Enemy,  and  so  difficult  of 
Access  that  it  redounds  great  Honour  on  Major  Lee  and  his  Party. 

I  Cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  assuring  joxa  Excellency, 
that  the  officers  and  Soldiers  haye  a  Just  nense  of  your  endeavour  to 
keep  us  Supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  li&^  and  I  can  asflore  your 
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ZxoelldiMy  that  your  attantioii  to  ii0|  oooaaions  s  GntitadA  wUA  I 
hope  we  shall  ever  Betain. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Esteem^  ' 
and  respectj  Your 

Ezeelleno/s  most 

obed*  fimnble  Serrant^ 

WALTER  STEWART  * 

Dir^etedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqnire,  President  of  the  Hon'Ue 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 


Pbbs.  ov  O0N6RB8S  TO  Prb8»  Bbsd,  1779. 

PhiUdelphia,  22nd  Aug",  IHQ. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  yon  that  the  Honble  the  Sienr 
Gerard  has  laid  before  Congress  a  commission  from  his  most  Ohriataa 
Majesty  appointing  him  Consul  General  of  Franoe  in  the  United 
States  of  America  with  power  to  appoint  Consuls  ft  Vice  ConsulSp 
and  that  in  virtue  thereof  he  did  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1778,  ap- 
point the  Sieur  John  Holker,  Inspector  General  of  the  commeroe  & 
manufactures  of  France  to  be  Consul  in  the  Ports  of  Pennsylvama — 
and  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1778,  did  appoint  the  Sieur 
Martin  Qster  to  be  Vice  Consul  of  France  in  the  Ports  of  Pennsyl- 
vania— ^These  appointments  have  been  made  known  to  ft  approved  oi 
by  Congress,  and  with  the  said  Commission  are  duly  registered  ift 
the  Secretary's  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  great  Respect, 
your  Exeellenoy's 

most  obedient  and 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY,  Preai^.f 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  President  Beed. 

♦  BeeOoLEeo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  88. 
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Col.  Lbwis  Nicola  to  Pris.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Three  sailors  belonging  to  a  viotnaller,  deserted  from  New  York 
Kst  satardaj  was  a  week  saj  thai  the  tbnradaj  before  a  packet  was 
arrived  ft  some  of  the  sailors  informed  John  Wilkens  one  of  the  in- 
formants, that  they  left  a  fleet  at  sea  with  700  troops  which  they 
rapposed  woald  arrive  in  two  or  three  dajs,  that  a  large  fleet  was 
fitting  oat  at  Portsmouth  but  sailors  much  wanted,  he  thinks  thej 
said  6  or  7  thousand. 

These  men  lost  themselves  for  two  days  between  North  &  Hakensao 
rivers  &  on  Monday  morning  from  the  top  of  a  mountain,  saw  a  fleet 
of  about  23  sail  going  up  to  New  York  &  some  more  vessels  in  sight 
from  the  distance  they  could  not  well  distinguish  the  nature  of  the 
vessels,  but  think  most  of  them  had  topsails.  They  saw  a  woman 
on  the  road,  who  left  N.  York  since  they  did,  &  was  coming  to  this 
place  wha  informed  them  the  fleet  arrived  was  said  to  be  from  Georgia 
(I  am  informed  that  the  mate  of  a  vessel  lately  exchanged  who  arrived 
here  last  Saturday  says  he  saw  the  fleet  from  the  prison  ship  &  that 
every  vessel  had  soldiers  on  board,  I  have  fruitlessly  endeavoured  to 
see  the  man,  &  cannot  learn  whether  he  is  still  in  town)  Wilkens 
does  not  think  the  packet  above  mentioned  is  that  which  was  taken 
by  Capt.  Taylor. 

Preparations  are  making  in  N.  York  for  an  expedition  said  to  be 
for  this  place.  It  was  reported  that  1/  Comwallis  was  gone  to  sea 
with  a  74  &  two  frigates,  that  the  troops  were  withdrawing  from  the 
forts  up  the  North  ^ver,  many  were  drawing  near  &  encamping  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city. 

Eighteen  or  twenty  days  since  a  french  gentleman  with  a  consider- 
able some  of  money  k  two  regulars  attempted  to  escape,  bat  they 
were  taken  &  sent  to  the  prevost  some  days  before  these  men  came 
off  Wilkens  saw  a  man  just  arrived  from  Philadelphia  who  informed 
him  the  forts  on  the  river  were  repairing. 
I  am  with  respect. 

Your  Bxcellenciea 

most  obedient  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Aujf*  23d,  1779. 

JDtreetedf 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


664  PENNSYLYAHIA  AB0HTVS8  1T79. 

PfiBsiDBiri  or  OoNasBSS  to  Pbssxdent  Rud,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  24«'  Aug",  1779. 
Sir, 

Ten  yr'Hl  reeeive,  herawifch  enelosed,  s  oopj  of  an  Aet  of  GoDgrHi 
of  the  17<^  Inst.,*  on  the  Subject  of  farther  Pro?inoa  for  the  Aray. 

So  inanT  Seaaona  point  ont  the  jnatioe  and  Ptopriety  of  diii 
measure,  that  there  oan  be  no  Boom  to  doubt  ita  reoeivifig  all  the 
Attention  due  to  the  Importanoe  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
,  With  great  Respect, 

Your  Szeelleno/a 

Heat  obedient  Berrant, 
JOHN  JAY,  Pwri*. 

His  Excellency,  Prendent  Beed. 


PfiBB.  Bebb  to  Prbs.  of  Oonobbss,  1779. 

In  GounoQ, 

Philadelphia,  Anguat  24%  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  sending  jou  by  M'  Searle,  aondry  papen 
received  f^om  Colonel  Broadhea4,  and  enclosed  in  his  letter  beiewitli. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress,  that  two  of  the  CompaniaBof 
Bangers  raised  last  spring,  under  their  orders,  are  gone  with  Colonel 
Browlhead  on  an  expedition  against  Some  Indian  Town  up  the 
Allegany.  The  one  consists  of  forty  five  men,  the  other  fifty  three 
good  woodsmen,  and  eager  to  revenffe  the  barbaritiea  they  hx^ 
Bustained  from  the  aavages.  One  otner  Company  is  at  Bedford, 
where  thirteen  persons  were  lately  murdered.  Captain  Kemplin,  of 
Northumberland,  never  was  recruited  to  more  than  fifteen  or  twentj, 
most  of  whom  were  killed  or  captured  in  the  latn  inyasion  of  tbt 
Country  by  McDonald.  The  fate  of  the  fifth  I  have  not  been  aUe 
to  obtain,  but  have  reason  to  think  it  is  now  in  NorthnmberUai 
We  have  been  able  to  provide  them  with  most  of  the  necessaries  M 
blankets.  We  have  most  pressing  solidtationa  on  this  point;  tsd 
as  their  disposition  &  spirit  seems  likely  to  produce  some  general  iiri 

*  SeeOol.  Bee.,yoL  XIL,p.  64. 
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beneficial  servicie,  I  sball  be  yery  bappy  io  be  able  to  Ratify  in  an 
article  wbich  is  really  indispensable  to  soldierar  without  tents.^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  ^^t  respect,  Sir, 

Tou^  most  obedient 

&  humble  servant. 
Indaned. 
His  EzceU^  John  Jay»  Esq.,  Ft.  of  Congress. 


Gbn.  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

West  Pointy  August  24^",  1779. 
Sir, 

.  I  hare  sow  th^  Pleasure  to  acknowledge  ike  receipt  of  your 
FaYOurs  of  the  8'^  and  17^  instant,  whioh  came  duly  to  hand,  and 
tp  eongratnlatc  you  amn  upon  another  Piece  of  Stiocess  that  haa 
attended  our  Arms  under  Major  Lee.  The  affair^  considered  abstract- 
^y^  is  oi  very  little  Moment;  but  it  shews  that  a  Spirit  of  Enter- 
pme  e^istg  amongst  us^-makee  the  Bancmy,  in  seme  Measure, 
ridiculous,  and  serves  to  support  the  Soldiera  und^  the  incessant 
Fatigue  they  are  employed  in  at  this  Post 

Bndoaed  you  will  find  the  reoroiting  Accounts  stated  hy  a  Board 
of  field  Officers,  with  as  much  exactness  as  they  were  able ;  but 
they  are  bx  fifom  being  compleat — The  Officers  were  absent,  or 
detached  with  the  In&ntry,  the  amount  of  whose  aieoounte  are  net 
carried  out.  I  thiok  the  fumilshiBg  .officers  who  may  be  employed  on 
the  recruiting  service,  with  Powers  to  cUaw  Money  ftom  the  County  . 
liieutenants,  a  bad  Method.  It  would  render  the  Settlement  of  the 
Accounts  much  easieit  if  Mdney  On  that  account  was  issued  to  the 
Oolkmel  or  Officer  Commanding  the  Regiment  only,  the  recruiting 
Officers  to  settle  with  him,  and  he  for  the  whole  with  the  State  ;-«< 
if  the^  were  either  negligent  or  unsuccessful,  he  would  naturally 
recall  them  and  send  others;  and  nothing  would  b^  allowed  in  theic 
Accounts  but  what  he  was  sure  would  be  allowed  him  in  the  General 
Account. 

The  Officers,  Sir,  dannot  have  tbo  high  a  sense  of  your  Exertions 
in  their  favour;  and  ii  gives  them  a  very  sincere  Pleasure  that  you 
find,  the  d^ntlemen  in  Public  Business  so  readily  concur  with  you, 
and  that  the  Spirit  of  animosity  is  not  so  great  as  it  once  appeared 
id  be.  I^me  must  W^ttr  off  the  Sharp  Edges,  and  I  fondly  flatter 
myself  to  see  all  Parties  M  mellowed  down,  as  irfth  cordial  tma» 
nimity  to  pursue  the  public  Interest,  which  has,  without  doubt,  in 
some  instances,  been  left  out  of  sight.  Parties  may.  indeed  I  believe 
must^  exist  in  every  free  State ;  but  when  the  ptiblic  Good  is  the 

*  SeeOQtwL  ice.,  ToL  Xn.,  p.  SJ. 
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prinoiple  Aim  of  both,  ibej  will  not  prodaoe  private  Enmi^.  Tn 
Oonvecsation  with  Col.  Moylan  yesterdajy  his  Begimeiit  came  upon 
the  Carpet.  A  Resolve  of  Congress  seems  to  have  had  in  view  that 
the  Regiments  of  Horse  that  have  been  raised  in  particular  States 
should  bet  considered  as  part  of  their  Quota  in  the  Continental  Army. 
He  would  be  very  happy  to  find  himself  in  that  situation  ;  and  the' 
the  officers  have  not  all  been  taken  from  Pennsylvania,  the  Men 
were,  I  believC;  all  raised  there.  I  will  be  obliged  to  yon  if  you 
will  please  to  communicate  your  Sentiments  on  that  head. 

I  have  very  frequent  applications  for  orders  to  the  Commiasaiies 
in  different  Parts  of  Pennsylvania  to  issue  Provisions  to  the  Wives 
and  Families  of  Soldiers  who  have  left  them  behind,  and  are,  as  they 
say,  starving — ^it  is  really  a  very  hard  Case ;  but  I  do  not  oonsida 
myself  as  authorized  to  give  any  such  orders — ^something,  however, 
should  be  done  for  them,  and  I  am  told  that  all  the  Women  of  GoL 
Proctor's  Regiment  draw  Provisions  in  Philad*. 

The  Officers  are  in  want  enough  of  the  Shirts ;  they  will,  however, 
be  easy  for  a  while,  and  if  it  can  be  done,  they  shall  be  kept  so 
untill  all  that  is  intended  for  them  can  be  provided ;  as  it  would 
certainly  be  much  more  desirable  to  have  the  whole  together. 

I  received  last  week,  two  letters  from  Ool.  Nichola,  enclosing  tbe 
attestations  of  Six  Recruits ;  but  two  of  them  only  are  oome  on, 
The  others  hating  deserted  on  their  way  to  Camp-— this  is  re^y 
paying  very  dear  for  Soldiers,  and  some  other  way  shoidd  be  ftllen 
upon  than  sending  them  on  with  small  Parties  of  two  or  three  Men, 
who  dannot  pay  the  attention  that  is  necessary  to  prevent  it;  perhaps 
it  would  be  well  enough  to  allow  them  to  do  duty  in  the  Invalids 
untill  a  sufficient  Number  is  collected,  and  then  an  Officer,  wiUi  a 
proper  Party,  might  be  sent  from  Camp^  to  bring  them  on.  M' 
.  Gribbons  arrived  a  Day  or  two  ago,  and  is  now  on  Tryal  before  a 
General  Court  Martial. 

There  is  likewise  a  Report  of  a  Board  of  officers  on  Captain  Hen- 
derson's Claim'*'  enclosed,  which  was  sent  me  last  Ni^ht  from  Head 
Quarters,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  State  agreeable  to  the  late  ResolTe 
of  Congress  respecting  Yaoanoiee,  which  I  beg  you  will  please  (o  lay 
before  the  Council. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  mnch  Bsteem  and  Bes;>eot| 
Sirj  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

A' S*  CLAIR 

Iiew^  M^Cnllogh's  Account  is  not  stated  in  the  Book,  but  it  baa 
oome  to  hand  once,  and  is  in  the  Book  where  lus  Aooonnt  stands. 

Directedj 
His  Ezcelleney,  Joseph  Beed. 

*  SeeOeL  Beci,  TdL  XII.,  p.  86. 
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John  Hcblby  to  Pres.  Eked,  1779. 

Lanoasier,  August  24th|  1779. 
Sir, 

loolesed  I  forward  to  you  a  Letter  to  your  Ezoellencyy  one  to  the 
Honble  William  Carmiohael  and  one  to  Mr.  Wm.  Lavrenoe ;  the 
two  latter  I  mast  beg  you  will  be  so  good  to  have  delivered  to  those 
Gentlemen.  They  came  under  cover  to  me  from  my  Brother;^  Col. 
fiubley,  now  at  Tioga  Branchy  where  our  Army  under  Genl  Sulli- 
van arrived  on  the  11th  List.  He  informs  me  that  since  their 
arrival  They  have  made  an  attack  on  Shenung,  an  Indian  Town, 
(about  12  Miles  from  our  army,  on  the  same  Branch)  which  our 
People  burnt,  and  destroyed  their  Corn,  Beans,  &o.,  the  Savages 
having  previously  made  their  escape.  Genl.  Hand  being  ordered  to 
move  up  the  Path  leading  to  New  Town,  another  Indian  Village,  to 
reoonnoiter,  in  which  movement  the  van  Guard  was  fired  on  from  a 
Bteep  mountain,  which  our  People  returned,  mounted  the  summit  of 
the  Mountain  &  beat  off  the  Enemy.  Our  loss,  which  wholy  fell  on 
GoL  Hubley's  Regt.,  are  2  Capts.  &  one  adjutant  wounded,  one  Ser- 
jeant, one  Drummer  &  five  privates  killed,  and  seven  wounded.  The 
loss  of  the  Enemy  is  unknown. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
Your  Ezcellenc/s 

Very  hbble  Servant, 

JOHN  HUBLEY.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Keed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supremo 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Pbss.  Rbsd  to  Wm.  Hbn&y,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  find  ourselves  under  a  Necessity  of  troubling  you  to  negotiato 
a  Piece  of  Business  which  you  will  find  expressed  at  large  in  the 
inclosed  Minute  of  Council*  We  have  no  lostruotions  to  ^e  as  to 
Price,  but  that  if  there  .are  Regulations  in  the  County,  we  would 
have  you  conform  to  them.  If  not  we  will  give  £20  '^  c*  for  good 
merchantable  Flour.  You  will  please  to  correspood  with  Mr.  Turn- 
bull,  our  Agent  hereupon,  &  call  on  him  for  Money  with  which  he  will 
supply  you.  Our  Intention  is  in  the  first  Place  to  purchase  suitable 
Cloathing  for  our  Offioersj  of  which  they  are  in  great  Want,  &  of 

*  Bee  GoL  Ree.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  84. 
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• 

whiob  they  are  yerj  deeemng.  And  then  apply  the  Remdae  to  the 
Purchase  of  it  Quantity  of  Salt  to  be  distribated  among  the  Conntiesy 
with  a  due  Regard  to  the  Persona  &  Conaties  who  fnmiah  Flour  or 
Wheat  fo^  the  Ezpenoe. 

You  will  greatly  oblige  Council  by  your  Exertions  on  thia  Oeea- 
rion,  ft  what  will  be  a  more  pdwerfbl  Indooenieiii  to  yoiiy  it  will  be 
a  great  Addition  to  the  many  Seffioea  yon  hare  already  rendered 
the  State. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  much  Esteem, 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Serrt  * 

Ooanoil  Chamber,  Aug.  25, 1779. 
To  William  Henry,  Esq.,  Lanoaater. 


PfiE8.  BSXD  TO   ChRISTOPHSB  MARSHALL,   1779. 

Coonoil  Chamber^ 

Awg.  26,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  knowing  your  Zeal  for  the  publiok  Good  &  Interests 
of  the  State  request  yon  to  assist  Mr.  Henry  with  your  Senrioes  h 
Influence  in  procuring  ns  a  Quantity  of  .Flour  for  the  PnrpoAea  of 
Exportation.  It  being  our  Desicn  to  applyithe  Proceeds  for  the  Use 
of  our  Officers,  &  procuring  Salt  for  the  TJae  of  the  People  of  the 
Country, — Which  we  will  distribute  in  Proportion  as  we  are  supplied 
with  Wheat  or  Flour.  It  will  therefore  be  the  Interest  as  well  as 
Duty  of  the  Inhabitants  to  enable  us  to  proceed  in  this  important 
Business  with  Dispatch  &  EiFeol.  We  beg  Wave  to  refer  you  to  Ifr. 
Henry  for  farther  Particulars,  &  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  &  very  Hbble  Serv'^ 

JOS.  REED.* 
Ohriitopher  Msnhall,  Ssq.^  Lanoaster. 

*  See  OoL  Bm^  Vol.  XIL,  p,  64. 
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MOKS.  HOLEBB  TO  PRESIDENT  BeED,  1779. 

AuguBt  y  26fch,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  b  not  lone  innce  joa  offered,  in  the  most  obliging  manner,  the 
Interposition  of  Government  in  favor  of  hia  moat  Christian  Majeetj's 
aeryice,  with  reapec)  to  the  means  of  procnring  flonr  For  the  nse 
of  hia  fleet  &^armies^  in  the  West  Indiea.  Fnlly  persnaded  of  the 
efficacit^  of  yonr  exertiona  on  anch  an  Oooasion ;  deairona  of  giving 

Jon  an  indubitable  proof  of  mj  confidenoe  therein  and  of  my  desire 
)  conform  to  your  views }  desirous  also  of  paying  attention  to  the 
general  sentiments  of  the  people  of  this  State  whenever  it  Lays  in 
my  power,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  have  recourse  to  your  Exoellenoy  on 
the  following  important  oooasion. 

Large  demancb  of  flour  axe  made  by  hia  majesty's  commanders 
aud  gevemora  of  hia  Colonies  for  suppliesi  which  the  l&te  conquests 
will  greatly  increase,  till  such  time  that  proper  measurea  can  be 
adopUd  to  supplv  their  various  wants.  I  Find  that  the  commissaT 
ries  cannot  readily  answer  all  the  calls  made  on  them,  both  from  the 
army  &  myself,  &  therefore  I  cannot  with  prudence  augment  my 
former  Bequests,  or  Bely  on  such  if  I  should  make  them. 

In  this  situation  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  permit  me  to  Beqvest 
that  the  Supreme  e^^outive  Council  will  please  to  give  the  neoes- 
eary  orders  so  as  two  thousand  Barrels  of  good  merchantable  flour. 
Fit  for  exportation,  may  be  purchased  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  use 
of  the  king's  navy.  I  shall  order  the  same  to  be  shipped  by  the 
First  safe  opportunities,  as  £sist  as  delivered  to  my  agents,  &  shall 
consign  them  to  the  Governor  k  Intendant  of  Martinico.  Should 
this  application  be  favorably  received  by  Council  I  hope  your  Excel- 
lency will  inform  me  thereof,  as  likewise  of  the  time  in  which  the 
above  mentioned  quantity  can  be  expected  in  this  city.  I  should 
not  be  so  very  pressing  on  this  subject  if  the  Demands  were  not  of 
the  most  urging  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  myself  with  due  Bespect, 
Your  Excellency's  moat 

Obedient  humble  Servant, 

HOLKEB* 

Should  ready  money  be  wanted  I  shall  immediately  order  it  to  be 
paid  to  those  rersons  who  may  be  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  85. 
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Gbn.  Washihoton  to  Pbes,  Beed,  1779. 


(Circular.) 

West  point, 
...         Augt,  26th,  1779. 
Sir, 

'  In  a  letter  which  I  had  tho  honor  of  addressing  your  ErceDacy 
on  the  22*  of  May,  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  the  inconv^ 
niences  which  had  prevailed  for  want  of  system  in  the  clothing 
department,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for  an  early  appointment  of 
State  or  sub-clothiers,  agreeable  to  the  ordinancesr  established  bj 
Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  23*  of  March  with  wliich  I  presnmed 
your  Excellency  had  been  made  acquainted.  I  am  now  under  the 
necessity  of  troubling  you  with  a  further  address  upon  the  subject  of 
elothinff  itself. — From  the  best  information  I  have  been  ablo  to 
obtain  both  from  returns  and  particular  inquiries,  I  ftear  there  is  bat 
too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that  unless  the  respective  States 
interpose  with  their  exertions,  cfur  supplies  of  this  essential  article  will 
be  very  deficient,  and  that  the  troops  may  again  experience  on  this 
account  a  part  of  those  distresses  which  were  so  severely  and  injnn- 
ously  felt  in  past  stages  of  the  war,  and  which  a  regard  to  th< 
interest  of  the  States  as  well  as  to  the  duties  of  humanity  should 
prevent  if  it  be  practicable.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  matten 
will  turn  out  with  woolen  clothing,  I  should  hope  tolerably  well,  but 
if  the  attention  of  the  State  should  ever  go  to  this,  there  will  be 
little  probability  of  our  having  an  over  supply.  But  the  articles  to 
yrhich  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  solicit  your  Ezcellenc/B  dor 
particular  attention,  are  blankets,  shirts,  shoes  and  hats,  more  es^ 
daily  the  two  first  as  our  prospect  of  these  is  by  no  means  pleasing, 
and  such  indeed  as  decides  that  the  supply  from  the  coDtinental 
clothiers  and  agents  will  fall  far  short,  or  at  least  stand  npontco 
critical  and  precarious  a  footing.  The  importance  and  advantages  of 
good  supplies  of  clothing  are  evident,  and  th«y  have  been  most 
remarkably  and  happily  demonstrated  in  the  health  of  the  troops, 
since  they  have  been  pretty  comfortable  provided  for  in  this  instance, 
a  circumstance  of  all  others  the  most  interesting. 

While  I  am  on  the  subject  of  clothing — ^I  would  also  beg  leave  to 
add  that  the  condition  of  the  officers  in  this  respect,  appears  to  me 
to  require  the  attention  of  the  states.  It  is  really  in  many  instances 
painfully  distressing.  The  want  of  necessaries,  and  of  the  means  of 
of  procuring  them  at  their  presei^t  exorbitant  prices,  have  compell^<l 
a  great  many  officers  of  good  reputation  and  merit,  to  resign  their 
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eommissionsy  and  if  thej  are  not  relieved,  it  mtist  be  the  caae  with 
many  others,  as  they  will  have  no  alternatiye. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

and  Esteem  your  Bzcellen«/s 

most  ob*  serv*       ^ 

Q*  WASHINGTON.* 

Dirtctedj 
To  His  Excellency  Qovernor  Reed. 


'  GEisr,  Washington  to  Pees.  Rkbd,  1779. 

(Circukr.) 

Head  Quarters;  West  Point, 

Aug*  28th,  1779. 
Sip, 

I  take  the  liberty  and  indeed  I  am  compelled  by  pecessity  to 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  yesterday 
from  Col.  Wadsrworth  the  Commissary  G^n'I,  which  places  our  sup- 
plies of  flour  in  a  very  serious  and  alarming  point  of  view.  The 
subject  is  so  very  important  and  interesting,  that  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced it  will  engage  your  Excellency's  immediate  attention — and 
that  nothing  in  your  power  will  be  omitted  that  can  contribute  to 
our  instant  relief,  and  to  promote  our  future  supplies  of  this  essential 
article.  I  will  not  detail  the  consequences  of  a  failure  of  flour  at 
this  time,  they  will  but  too  sensibly  strike  your  Excellency,  but  I 
think  they  may  be  fatal.  Besides  the  common  demands  of  the  army 
it  is  highly  probable  we  shall  be  obliged  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
to  call  m  aid  from  the  militia  which  will  increase  our  expenditures 
as  Admiral  Arbuthnot  and  his  fleet  have  arrived  at  New  York  according 
to  advices  with  a  considerable  reinforcement.  It  is  likely  the  defi« 
ciency  may  arise  in  a  great  measure  from  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
old  crop  and  the  new's  not  being  yet  threshed  or  carried  to  the  mills. 
Your  Excellency's  attention  will  go  to  these  points — and  as  I  have 

*  See  Co!   Eec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  02. 
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pOread J  ob00rv«i  I  am  iatifllSied  ypu  will  adopt  aad  practice  ereij 
expedient  that  shall  seem  to  promiae  relie£ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  req^ 

.&  esteem  jonr  EzceUeney's 

Most  Obd*  servant 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, 
On  public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed;  Esquire^  FMaident  of  tbe  State 
of  Pennsjlvania^  Philadelphia. 


JbBBMIAH  WaBSWOKTB  to  OsV.  WASHINGTONy  1779. 


West  Pointy 

August  27th^  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  delayed  for  some  days  to  express  my  fears  to  your  Exed- 
lency  that  there  would  be  a  want  of  flour  for  the  army,  expeetbg 
]tf  r.  Flints  return  from  Philadelphia  and  hoping  he  would  bring 
more  favourable  accounts  than  I  have  hitherto  had — but  he  not 
returning  every  inforviation  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  oonfirma  me 
in  a  belief  that  we  shall  be  out  of  flour  in  three  weeks. 

I  have  obtained  from  the  State  of  New  York  ail  the  State  maga* 
fine  of  flour  the  whole  of  their  last  years  crop  of  wheat  is  exhansted 
the  mew  is  not  threehed  and  I  have  no  hopes  of  obtaining  any  sup- 
plies soon  in  this  State.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  state  oif  t^ 
Magazines  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  Maryland|  the  flour  is  not  under 
my  direction,  the  supply  for  three  weeks  is  on  this  side  tbe  delawara 
and  with  tbe  g;ceate8t  economy  will  not  last  longer  than  that  time, 
lam 

y  Exc^ys  Ser 

JBEE'H  WADSWOBTH. 

(Copy.) 
Directed, 

To  His  Exo'y  Qen>  Washington. 
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James  Louohhajd  to  Council,  1779. 

?haa%  28  Aogt.,  1779. 
May  it  Please  the  CoqucQ^ 

Money  is  now  wanWd  to  Defray  the  Demands  of  Two  Compapya 
of  Artilery  Just  Betarn'd  from  Billings-Port  &  Fort   Mimen — 
Council  will  Please  to  Grant  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  Four* 
Thousand  Pounds,'*'  That  I  may  be  enabled  to  settle  with  them. 
I  am  with  Due  Bespeot 

Tha  Ooimoils  ObMl*  H«m^  Sai*, 

JAMBS  LOUGHSAD. 

To  Tb»  HoMurabk,  Tha  FMddenl  nd  Ooudl  Vor  tba  Gom# 

monwealth  of  Pensylvania. 


FfiBSiDENT  m  OovmxBB  TO  PBXCT>B]fr  Bbbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  29«'»  Augf,  1779. 
Sir, 

Herewii&  enolaaed  your  &DQaUenby  irill  leeelreMi  Bilrtol  of  a 
Letter  from  The  Board  of  war,  b  a  copy  oif  an  act  of.  Oongresa  of 
the  27th  Inst  respecting  Rations  furnished  by  Commissaries  of  the 
United  States  to  the  distressed  Jnhabitants  on  the  Frontiers  of 
Pennsylvania. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 
with  great  Bespeoi 

your  Excellency's 

moat  obedient  Servant 

JOHN  JAT,  Presd* 

His  BxoeUeney  President  Bead. 

•  Sea  CoL  Eeo.,  Vot  Xa,  ^  a6. 
Vol.  Vn.--29 
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Wm.  Atlbb  to  Pessidert  B^d,  1779. 

LuoMter,  Angart  the  81"*}  1T79. 
DnrSir, 

I  am  honoured  with  yonr  Letter  of  the  27*^  ioBt.  mentioning  tbe 
Conncil'tf  having  authorised  M'  Henry  of  this  place  to  porcbue 
Wheat  and  Floor  on  account  of  the  State,  for  exportation,  with  i 
Tiew  to  procure  Salt  and  neoessarje  for  the  Tiroope  and  Ooontry  ud 
ehall  with  great  cheerfuhiese  afford  M*  Henry -mj  best  aMstanoe  in 
that  buiom— I  ha?e  apoken  to  aom^  of  my  Country  aoquaintaim 
who  will  not  only  gite  M'  Henry  the  offer  of  what  they  may  haie 
to^apare:  but  will,  Uiey  promise  me,  use  their  influence  in  their 
neighbourhoods  that  others  may  do  the  aame — as  he  is  not  yet 
fotwriMdtfiMa  Phibd*  I  iMm'd  not  iaftum  theitt  of  the  prise  allowed 
to' he  giTcn. 

H"  Atlee  joins  me  in  most  respectful  Gompfiments  to  H**  Beed 
k  Family.  _..    .  _ 

I  am  Dear  8nr 

with  ihe  grmteat  raspeol  &  esteem 

your  most  obedient  humb^  Serr*, 
WILL.  ATLBB. 
Dtrededf 

His  BtedleMy  Joseph  Reed  Bscpiiio  'President  of  tike  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


OOL.  LbWIS  NiOOLA  to  PBBfSt  BSBDi  1779. 

August  3l8t>  1779. 

Sir/       ^  . 

A  Sailor  belonging  to  the  Reasonable  informs  me  that  he  wis  pot 
on  board  the  Vaughan  jalley  to  gn  up't^  Niortb  riwer,  k  arrir'd  ^ 
Stony-point  while  the  Sarraoks  set  on  fire  by  the  Americana  were 
burning.  A  Galley  ift  stadeaed  ftt  PfggsrkiU  to  protect  a  biidge 
OTor  a  morass.  The  garrison  at  Stoney-point  sa|d  to  be  1700|  &  ^t 
Verplanki  700;  but  informant  doubts  their  being  so  strong;  he 
says  he  heard  the  Cap'  of  the  Galley  tell  the  Lieu'  that  27  men 
from  the  former  &  7  from  the  latter  had  deserted  in  one  night.^  The 
Galley  at  Piggs-kill  is  releived  every  week.  Beforo  the  S^aonable 
sailed  with  Sir  George  OoUierj  the  preas'd  men  were  put  on  board ; 
she  had  about  700  men.  one  hundred  of  which  were  Americaos 
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presMd  or  intioed  iDto  the  seirioe,  but  never  permitted  to  go  out  of 
the  veeeel.      Informant  saw  Gapt.  Canningham,  when  carried  on 
board  to  go  to  England,  with  heayy  Irons  on  his  legs. 
I  amj  with  Bespeot, 

Yoor  Ezeelloneies 

Most  Obedient  8enr«, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M- 

To  his  Ezce'qy  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


Mb.  Houckb  to  P&bs.  Bbed,  1779. 

Phiiaddphia^  ^  ^^  Sapf,  1779. 
Sir, 

U  is  with  plearare  I  hare  the  aatiaCMtion  of  informing  yonr  Ex« 
eallea^  that  Mr.  Penet's  salt  is  at  joor  Disposal  on  the  following 
footiiig,  whish  is  very  near  the  proposition  I  had  the  honor  of  men* 
tioning  to  jou  yesteidaj,— 400  Bwrels  of  good,  sound,  merohanta* 
Ue  Floor  aio  demanded  for  one  thooaand  boshels  of  the  salt,  whieh 
he  declares  to  be  from  Portugal,  white  ft  .good  in  qoality,  nnder 
Condition  that  joa  Consent  to  the  exportation  ef  said  floor,  I  giving 
my  Govev  to  the  whole  transaction. 

Mr.  Penet  has  obsevved  that  his  aailors,  who  had  Brooght  some 
few  Bosheb  for  their  private  adventore,  sold  them  at  20,  22,  and 
24  poond  per  Boshell,  in  order  to  purchase  some  olothing  for  them* 
nives,  to  Peo|rfe  who  expressed  the  gxcatest  want  of  Bait,  and 
would  have  readily  given  a  Barrel  of  soper  fine  floor  for  two  bushels 
thei^. 

Should  this  offer  meet  with  your  approbation,  I  jhall  be  happy  in 
having  been  instrumental  in  the  means  of  removing  all  diiffioultiea  & 
npprehensioM,  h  doing  whainMij  be  sctisfaelory  in  this  moment  of 
Sietnss. 

I  Bcmain  with  Becpect, 

Tour  Bxoellenoy's 

Most  Obedient  &  verry  • 
humble  Servant, 

HOLKEB.* 
Hia  .SBoeUeiicj  Joseph  Beed,  Esq"*,  Presid*. 

♦  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol..  XII.,  p.  90. 
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BoAU)  09  -Wab  to  P&B8.  BSEP,  1779. 

War  Office,  September  2, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  Board  hare  been  freqneDtly  applied  to  rel«tiv«  to  the  defeet 
in  the  nnmber  of  guards  for  thii  pOBt,  wUah.has  been  attended  with 
many  inoonvenienoea*  Some  of  the  lalipratory  men  have  been  with- 
drawn from  Uiat  doty  to  perform  the  service  of  guards.  Some  posU 
haVe  been  sometimes  left  without  sentries,  and  the  invalids  ^the  ooly 
guards)  have  been  obliged  to  go  on  duty  every  other  day,  wnieh  Um/ 
to  men  in  full  health  net  too  Bevese,  yet  to  them  it  was  extremelj 
hard.  But  from  the  difficulties  attendiog  draughts  from  the  militia, 
we  forbore  making  applicat.on  for  their  aid.  At  length,  howcTer, 
the  measure  appears  to  us  indispensible,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  prisoners  collected  at  this  place,  over  whom,  tho' 
amounting  to  Qigbt  or  nioe  hundred»  ojnly  a  jSeijeant'a  guard  can  be 
mounted.  Afad  tho'  the  new  Goal  is  so  strone  &  admirably  eon- 
structed,  yet  where  such  numbers  are  confined,  a  captain's  guaid 
appears  small  enougb  to  prevent  k  defeat  attempts  to  set  them  free. 
We  therefore  beg  leave  to  request  that  one  hundred  of  the  militii 
may  be  ordered  out  as  soon  as  possible  to  do  duty  at  this  post  So 
long  as  such  a  bod  v  of  prisoners  remains  here,  soeh  a  veiafereeaent 
to  the  guarde  we  (Mem  absolutely  neeeseary,  and  should  a  pert  ef 
them  Im  rismoved  to  Lancaster,  or  to  Fori  Fredwtok  ia  MarylsBd, 
the  militia  will  be  wanted  to  escort  them. 

We  beg  leave  to  add,  That  Major  Wirti  has  repealedly  repie* 
aented  the  necessity  of  coBtioniiig  the  militia  gaaid  at  Lancaster. 
We  aadioriied  him  to  vaise  a  company  of  elderly  men  for  one  year) 
to  have  a  suit  of  cloaths  &  Continental  pay,  but  be  oould  ttot  get  a 
taan  on  ^lese  terms,  attd  better  we  could  not  offer.  The  powder 
and  fixed  ammusfitien  at  Laatester  are  very  ODnaiderable,  aad  form 
90  material  a  part  of  our  whole  stock  that  it  would  be  too  haardoai 
to  trust  them  an  hour  without  a  gaard,  especiidly  while  any  JMtnh 
Officers  are  stationed  there,  as  they  of  oeurse  have  thew  senaatt 
(who  are  soldiers)  with  them.  A  guard  of  militia  will  also  ha 
tieoessary  l^any  of^thb  prisoners  donilned  here  are  (as  we  eoneeiTe 
they  must  be)  removed  thither. '  In  this  case  we  should  onier  the 
officers  to  be  removed'  to  York  Town,  or  eome  other  plaeo.  An  ei* 
cer,  three  Serjeants,  three  corporals  and  forty  five  privatea  appaar 
to  be  necessary  at  Lancaster,. nnleas.ihe  gaand  Ihetei  like  the  inrap 
lids  here,  oould  be  put  oi^*  duly  every  other  day,  in  which  case  ooe 
third  of  the  oop-oom  missioned  officers  &  privates  might  be  stniek 
off.  We  r^uest  that  a  guard  of  militia  may  be  ordered  out  wooiX' 
dingly.    And  are,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

roUr  Bxcellency's  most  obedient  servants. 
By  order  of  jf  Board, 

TIM.  PrCKBRmff.* 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'., 

*  See  Col.  Eee.,  VoL  XH.,  p^  ^. 
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Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

In  CouDcili 

Pa.,  Sept.  3d,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  duly  received  yours  of  the  2d  Instant,  Which  I  have  laid  before 
the  Council.  As  it  is  oar  most  earnest  wish  to  co-operate  ^idi  yo« 
in  every  measuve  tending  to  proisole  the  publick  welfare,  it  is  with 
infinite  regret  I  an^  obliged  to  acquaint  you  that  the  situation  and 
Circumstances  of  the  State  make  a  compliance  with  your  requisition . 
of  Militia  extremely  difficult.  We  are  desirous  to  confer  with  you 
thereon,  and  request  that  you  would  at  such  conference  inform  us 
what  aid  the  neighbouring  States  give  for  purposes  of  this  nature, 
for  as  the  buithen  is  very  hei^vy^  it  would  be  a  ^eat  satisfaction  to 
the  people  to  know  that  it  was  equally  proportionate  when  circum- 
stances and  situation  will  by  any  means  admit.  We  would  partieli* 
larly  wbh  to  know  what  Maryland  and  YirgiuiA  have  done  or  now 
do. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

with  naiieh  regard  and  respect, 

Tour  rnotl  obedient  bamble  Sernrnt, 
JOSEPH  KEBD, 

President'^ 
.    ToHoBbloBottrdttfWas* 


pRiis.  Rbbd  to  Messrs.  HAGinsR,  &c.,  17T9. 

Gentlenfien, 

.  The  Holders  of  Salt  in  thia  City  having  voluotorily  offi»fed  to  put 
ibat  Article  into  the  Hands  of  Gov^mmeiit  to  be  applied  to  relieve 
ftbe  Neo9ssities  of  tbe  State  in  thai  Article— I  ajB  to  requeatyon  tc 
Uke  the  sasM  under  yoar  Caic  in  order  that  the  abota  Pvvpoae  may 
be  complied  with.  Mr.  Fitaimttfcna  in  behalf  of  the  ownen  of  tho 
Brig  Active,  &  Mr.  Joba  Menoo  hove  aonl  me  the  Keys  of  their 
Stores — If  there  are  any  other  Persons  posaesaed  of  Salt  in  this  City 
I  would  request  you  to  obtain  an  Accoant  thereof  that  it  may  be 
taken  in  like  Possession  &  ascertained  whkt  Quantity  there  is  in 
Hand  &  an  Estimate  made  of  the  Proportion  in  which  it  is  to  be 
disDribttted. — Some  Qentlemen  have  ezpreas'd  to  me  DiiFculties  in 
giving  the  Keys  of  their  Stores  fm  M^onntof  ifoolal  iicpoafomon- 

*  See  C<^  &M./reL  ittL,  p.  90. 
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eieB — ^in  these  Cases  I  must  wholly  refer  U  to  jou  to  take  or  Ibmv 
the  Kajs  as  yon  think  proper.     I  am 

Gentlemen  with  dae  Regard, 

your  Obed.  Hbble  Serr., 

JOS.  KEED. 
Market  Street,  Sept  8%  1779. 

Directed^ 

To  Messrs.  Hagner,  Will,  Wharton,  McQee,  Miles,  Honaton, 
Semple,  Pickering,  Coates,  Wood,  Atkins,  Brown,  Eemley. 


PBIS.  BbBD  to  M&.  HOLKIB,  1779. 


Your  Fa¥oars  of  the  let  Inst.*  claim  my  acknowledgment  &  I  am 
partionkrly  to  thank  yoa  for  interesting  yourself  in  Mr.  Peneta  Salt 
1  have  laid  it  before  the  Council,  who  think  it  too  hard  a  Bargain. 
We  hope  a  few  Days  may  prodaee  some  BTont  to  enable  that 
Oentleman  &  oarseWes  to  form  mora  pieciae  Ideas  on  the  Subject 

If  as  I  fear  Capt  Montgomery  has  evaded  my  Bequest  to  him 
about  lad  on  Ace*  of  his  Christian  Name  I  think  he  naa  failed  in 
Doty  ft  Respect  to  us  both,  k  have  accordingly  wrote  him  enjoining 
in  the  strongest  Terms  an  immediate  Comphanco  with  your  Bequest 
which  is  reasonable  in  all  its  Parts. 

I  also  gave  the  necessary  Diceotions  this  morning  in  the  Case  of 
Capt  Busson — ^I  have  sent  a  General  Order  to  the  Magistratea  on 
Application  firom  you  to  give  all  Assiatanoe  .to  Fren&  Captains 
whose  Sailors  are  seduced.  I  shall  also  give  a  general  Order  te 
Capt  Boys  to  pay  a  dae  Regard  to  any  Reqaisition  made  by  you  in 
favour  of  any  Captains  or  Officers  who  have  Occasion  to  aeareh  any 
Vessels  for  their  deserted  Seamen. — Capt  Boys  commands  the 
Oallies  at  the  Fbrts  &  will  I  am  sure  pay  all  due  Respect  to  your 
Requesta.  In  Case  any  Captains  of  Vessels  should  luniae  a  Com* 
plianoe  which  from  the  turbulent  Nature  of  some  of  them  may  be 
feared,  I  would  wish  the  French  Offioers  to  avoid  any  Altercation 
but  have  the  Matter  reported  to  me,  when  I  shall  take  eftotual 
Care  they  do  not  pass  the  fbrts. 

I  am  Sir,  with  mnch  Respect, 

your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv. 

JOS.  BEBD. 

Council  Chamber,  Sept.  8, 1779. 

*Sfapaaa076. 
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John  Oabson  to  Psbb.  Bebd^  1779. 

Gtriiile,  Sep^  4th,  1779. 

I  reoeWed  joar  fkvoar  of  the  2l8t  UlS*  bj  Mr.  Thompson.    The 
articles  he  procured  for  the  rangers  are  likewise  Arrived  at  this 

tlace,  Viz'.     Enapsacks,  hooting  shirts  shott  poaches,  powder 
orns,  &  Tomahawks. 

I  know  not  the  number  of  each  as  I  have  not  jet  received  them 
from  the  quarter  Master.  I  had  fumish'd  the  Troops  with  the 
greatest  part  of  the  foromentioned  articles  before  Mr.  Thompson  left 
this  place  to  go  to  Philadelphia ;  (The  Tomahawks  Excepted)  how- 
ever they  may  or  part  of  them  be  wanted,  if  they  should  I  shall 
distribute  them  to  the  Troops  agreeable  to  your  directions.  I  shall 
use  all  the  industry  I  can  to  provide  Blankets  for  the  men,  but  des- 
pair of  meeting  with  success,  as  I  fear  they  are  not  to  be  had  here. 
I  am  with  respect 

your  Ezoelleiioya  &  Gooncils 

Friend  k  Ob^  Servant, 

JNO.  GABSON. 

Direettd, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  eupreme 
Executive  Council,  Pennsylvsoria,  Philadelphia. 

Favoured  by 
Mr.  Duncan. 


} 


Col.  Babtbbm  Oalbbatth  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Donegal,  4«^  September,  1779* 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

I  have  agreeable  to  vour  orders  of  the  S'f  Ultimo  called  out  the 
Seventh  class  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  &  before  the  reeeipe  of 
the  18*^  had  called  on  the  eighth  ckss,  altho  by  neglect  of  the 
marching  Officers  making  their  returns,  have  not  as  yet  been  capa- 
ble to  Assertain  the  number  marched  out  of  the  eighth,  but  from 
the  best  information  can't  find  that  there  has  more  than  Sixty 
marched  out  of  boath,  which  does  not  near  Amount  to  the  number 
last  demanded ;  (which  I  understood  100  men  to  be  our  quota)  I 
mean  to  Set  out  tomorrow  at  next  day  to  call  on  M'  Cox  the  Com- 
missary for  my  perticular  information  on  that  head,  before  I  call 
upon  the  first  class.    It  is  now  just  the  time  of  the  Farmer  Sowing 

*  Bee  page  669.  f  Page  612. 
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bis  cropp,  &  the  People  forward  in  defenoe  of  their  Country,  hive 
eaffred  so  mnek  in  the  year  1777  who  were  aBaent  a^  that  aeuoD, 
say,  it  ia  better  for  them  to  sell  doable  the  property  that  would  pay 
the  fine  of  dne  hundred  Peands,  than  to  mareh  and  be  nnder  the 
neoessity  of  pnrohaaiag  gnua  at  these  -extravigant  tines  for  the 
mtintainance  of  their  ntmtlies.  The  Toung  &  Single  men  of  those 
neighbourhoods  are  chiefly  gon  up  in  the  Seantoe  Service  ft  other- 
wise that  in  fact,  the  Farmer  is  lef^  to  do  his  own  labour.  I  bare 
excited  the  Sub.  Lieutf  all  in  mv  Power  to  the  collection  of  FiDes 
on  delinq<*  ft  mean  to  ha?e  it  collected  by  Execution,  ImpriaoDmeiit 
or  otherwise,  as  nothing  but  rigor  will  bring  the  People  into  a  doe 
'  compliance  with  the  Militia  law.  As  there  are  a  number  of  Subi 
Lieut*  appointed  to  my  Assistance,  of  oonceauence  ought  to  have 
something  to  do,  have  divided  the  County  ft  have  given  each  their 
district  to  coIlec^  in  some  of  these  lenity  to  one  ft  another,  ooeatioo 
a  Confution  amangst  the  People  ft  by  no  means  comes  up  to  the 
intent  of  the  law — therefore  the  circle  of  the  law  (if  I  dare  saj  it) 
in  that  respect  is  too  large.  I  rec'  a  letter  from  Col*  Hunter  dated 
the  28*^  Uit.  in  which  he  isfbrms,  ef  wo  dammage  being  doo  nnee 
that  of  F^  Freel|M»d  k  that  a  ftninber  jof  the  Farmers  thereaboate,  k 
on  thb  side  ef  money  hill,  are  son  back  again  to  their  Farms;  thirtj 
four  of  our  Sevenm  dass  had  arrived  at  Suubnry,  that  he  wai  a 
ling  up  to  Steation  them  in  that  neighbourhood  Vis.  of  Fell 
reeland,  but  no  j^.ocf  of  taxj  militia  from  Gumb*  Cooaay. 
I  am  with  due  respMl  yoor  BsoeUy* 

moat  obed*  Huble  Serv«, 

BABTBEM  GAL6&AITH, 

I>  Lancaster  County. 

His  Excell'  Joseph  Beed  Esq',  Presd«  of  the  Sute  of  Pennijlfi- 
nia. 

Fav'd, 
JanMt.AndeiiOii  E«q% 
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BoAftD  oir  Wab  TO  Pan.  SuDy  1779. 

War  Office^  Sept  4/l779. 
Sir, 

We  sball  alwajB  be  happy  to  wait  en  Goniieil  wheii  they  feqveai 
it  In  the  preeent  Caee  we  can  give  bo  very  ejMot  lafornattoa  aa 
to  what  the  other  Stalea  are  doing  in  the  Way  you  deeive  to  be  in- 
formed ol  We  know  in  general  that  mnch  baa  been  done  &  that 
all  the  States  have  now  a  greater  or  leaa  Number  of  Militia  employed 
both  in  their  own  Defence  ft  in  Gontbental  Servioe.  We  beg  to  be 
ezouaed  from,  making  any  Gompariaona  between  the  Exertions  of  the 
States.  We  believe  all  have  done  as  mnoh  as  they  oonld.  It  is  at 
least  our  Duty  &  IncBaation  to  presume  it  The  State  of  Massachu- 
setts had  two  Reffiments  of  Militia  eonslanUy  guarding  the  Conven- 
tion Prisoners  while  they  were  at  Boston  &  they  now  have  a  Ouard 
^  Militia  at  thfi  Bamnka  at  Butland,  ft  over  the  Prisoji  ShifMi  at 
Boston.  There  are  considerable  Numbers  of  Militia  in  Seiviee  im 
Rhode  Island  under  Oen^  Oatea.  What  there  are  in  Oonneoticut  ft 
New  York  we  know  not ;  but  believe  in  the  former  State  particularly 
there  are  considerable  Numbers  iff  Service.  Jersey  have  a  Number  in 
Service  for  their  own  Defence.  When  we  had  a  large  Number  of 
Prisoners  at  Foft  Frederick  in  Maryland  we  hada  aoABient  Number 
of  Militia  in  additidn  to  aV  50  of  Rawlins's  Beg*^  to  guard  them  ft 
a  small  Ouard  has  ever  since  been  kept  up  at  that  Post  We  have 
now  cidl^i  vipott  the  Govemmeilt  of  t^at  State  for  one  hundred  Mili- 
tia as  we  propose  sending  400  Prisoners  thither.  The  Prisoners  at 
Charlottville  are  guarded  by  Militia  ft  a  small  Number  of  Men  Part 
of  a  Reg^meni  ordered  by  Gongreaa to'ba  ndsU  for  a  Yehr  in  Vir- 
ginia to  be  Stationed  at  the  Oonventaon.Banraoka  bvt  their  Numbers 
an  so  amall  that  the  Detdeney  ia  obliged  to  be  SuppKed  by  Militia. 
Of  the  Exertions  of  your  State  we  need  not  inforoi.  We  beHeae 
she  haa  been  eieeeded  by  none  ft  it  ia  now  with  BehMtanoe  we  Ind 
.ouisdvea  obliged  to  call  upon  hor.  Bat  we  eannel  peasiUy  avoid 
thcReciuest 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  Sincere  Respect  ft  Esteem 

Yoni  very  obed»  Servants, 

KIGHABD  PETERS.* 

JHrteted, 

On  public  Service,  Bk  Eaeeilencj  Psassdeni  Beed. 
.  (War  Oftoe) 

*  See  Oct  Beo.,  ToL  XII.,  r*  98, 96. 
2»» 
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Lvwu  NiooLA  TO  Sxcr.  MAitAOs,  1779. 

Septr  6th,  1779. 

'  There  being  six  months  paj  as  Town 'Major  due' to  me  from  19th 
of  Febniary  to  19th  of  Ang^  last  I  beg^  yoil  will  apply  to  his  Bxoel- 
lenoy  the  Piiwident  &  Hon*  Comioil  for  an  order  on  the  treaanrerfiir 
three  bandred  DoUtfs^  the  amount  of  said  pay  at  fifty  Dollan  per 
month/ 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Serr^ 

LBWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

Directed, 

To  Col.  Hatlabk^  or  Aeting  Seoretary  to  the  Hoa>*  Bzeoatife 
Connoil. 


Mb.  Holesr  to  Vbjss.  Bbxd.  1779. 

Philadelphia,  September  y*  7, 1779. 

'T  am  honored  with  yeiir  letter  of  yesterday,  by  whieh  I  find  that 
yenr  Bicdleaer  and  Uonneil  ava  satMfied  with  my  interfereDce  with 
tespeet  to  Mr.  Mbef  s  salt  I  wish  that  you  eonM  have  apptovad 
of  the  Bargaia  preferred  by  .me  in  his  Beludf.  I  oonoeive  him  st 
paesent  at  Hbeaiy.ta dispose  of  it  to  the  best  adfantage,  witfaoat  I 
«aho«i4.  hsiva  ^SMthing  foithsr  from  jaar^oellaney  on  thia  smljijeot. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  Bespeot  to  the  orders  givan  Osptsia 
Montgomery,  k  have  the  pleasure  of  ezpre^iof  my  acknpwted^eot 
for  this  reoent  Prpof  of  the  proteotion  granted  to  hu  Majestj's 
Sabjects  in  this  State. 

Tour  general  directions  with  Respect  to  frenoh  deserted  Sailors 
will' give  Satisfaetioa  alaO;  will  &cilitate  &  expedite  the  Researcb 
of  our  Captains,  &  put  a  stop  to  my  repeated  applieation,B  to  joar 
Excellency  &  Council,  which  were  necessary  till  some  mode  of 
obtaining  Legal  SaxmtMNi  A'Bqppori  was  adopted.  I  shall;  eaiasstlj 
recommend  to  ou(.  officers  to  avoid  all  altercaUons,  disputes  h 
violence,  not  only  on  account  of  the  Respect  due  to  The  Aag  of 
these  States,  but  likewve  in  drder  to  maintain  the  moat  peneet 
harmony  between  the  Subjects  <tf  the  two  nations. 
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I  shall  endeaTOur  in  eo  doing  to  merit  your  approbation  and  oon- 
fidenoe  which  I  shall  always  be  happy  to  obtain. 
I  Bemain  with  doe  Bespect, 

year  BzeeUeney's  most  ebedient 
ft  very  humble  Servant^ 

HOLKER. 

P.  S.  I  should  be  peonliarly  happy  to  reoeive  yonr  Ezoellenc/s 
answer  with  Bespeot  to  my  spplioation  for  2000  Barrels  of  flour 
which  I  want  for  immediate  exportation ;  when  I  can  Reoeive  any 
deoistre  answer  with  Regard  to  the  above  I  shall  Bequest  leave  to 
demand  as  many  more,  the  wants  of  his  Majesty's  fleet  Being  very 
extenave  ft  urgent.^ 

DirteUdf 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  Prendent  of  the  State. 


P&Z8.  Bbbd  to  Me.  HouasBy  1779. 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  Favour  of  yesterday.  If  Mr.  Penet  has  no 
other  Proposal  to  make  we  are  obliged  to  him  for  his  AUeation,  ft 
he  should  dispose  of  his  Bait  without  any  futher  B^gard  to  what 
has  passed. 

In  Consequence  of  your  Application  for  2000  Barrells  of  Floor 
we  have  sent  Directions  into  Uie  Country,  ftlie  Besult  of  which  it  is 
at  present  impossible  to  learn.  We  know  the  Season  (it  being  the 
Heighth  of  Seed  Time)  will  make  the  Supply  more  tardy  than  it 
otherwise  would  be.  But  we  hq)e  that  as  this  Difliealty  will  soon 
be  removed,  our  Exertions  with  the  other  Measuresy  which  we  an 
assured  are  passing,  will  have  a  happy  Tendency  to  satisfy  all  the 
Demands.  We  should  have  been  enabled  to  have  given  a  much 
more  decisive  ft  saids&ctory  Answer  if  the  inclosed  Letters,  which 
.we  received  last  Week,  did  not  oblige  us  to  express  omnselves 
cautiously.  The  purchasing  Coanuiss'  being  absent  we  are  not  able 
to  judge  what  Quantity  he  must  have.  We  are  perfectly  at  a  Loss 
to  comprehend  this  Matter,  as  a  Letter  is  now  beforo  us  dated  the 
81*'  July  from  a  Committee  of  Congress,  representing  that  another 
Committee  for  superintending  the  C^mmiss^  Deparjttneat  had  signi- 
fied that  there  was  a  great  Surplus  of  Provisions  in  the  Magaxines 

•  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol  XQ.,  p.  94. 
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wbioh  would  spoil  before  consumed,  ft  prayinit  Leave  to  Export  it, 
which  was  graDted,  incladiDg  1000  Barrells  of  Flonr. 

As  soon  as  the  present  Embarassments  are  removed  ft  we  an 
able  to  form  tmr  own  Jodgment,  I  shall  4o  .myself  the  H<moar  of 
writing  you  exptieidy  &  folly.    In  th^  mean  Time 
'  I  remain  with 

with  mnch  Respect  Sir, 
Your  most  obed. 

ft  very  Hbble  serv*, 

JOS.  REED.* 

V.  S.   Yon  will  please  to  send  me  the  enclosed  Paper  after 
Pemsal. 
Council  Chamber,  Sept.  7, 1779. 


Prbs*  Rebd  to  Genl.  Washington,  1779. 

PhUad.,  Sept.  7, 1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Bxcell''  several  Favours  of  the  26**t  &  30«*  Aug«7&  2*  Sep- 
tember have  been  duly  received  ft  properly  attended  to.  And  I 
shall  now  aeqnafait  yoir  with  the  Result  upen  e^h.«— It  was  some 
Surprise  to  us  to  find  by  an  Application  from  the  new  Cletbier  Oea' 
a  feiW'days  befofe  your  Sscell'*  came  to  Hand*  that  the  State  vas 
depended  on  for  any  Supplies^  to  the  common  Soldier ;  we  knew  tfae 
Officers  looked  op  to  us  ft  uocordingly  made  such  Provision  for  tbem 
as  I  am  sum  will  answer  their  utmost  Wishes ;  we  could  probably 
have  done  the  same  for  the  Soldieri  if  we  hbd  known  it  was  espeoted. 
The  last  Resolve  of  Congrew  to  us  wsa  on  t^e  28<^  Maj,  1778,  in 
whkh  all  farther  Purohases  by  (he  State  on. Ace* of  the  United 
Slates  werr  expressly  prohibited,  ft  as  that  Resolve  was  never 
vacated  or  atteied  we  did  not  even  ai^ehend  ourselves  at  Liberij 
to  pui<ohase**^tko  we>  intehded  by  way  of  6f atuil^y  to  send  the  poor 
Fellows  eaeh  a  good  warm  Waiatooat  ft  periiaps  sosMtbing  mort. 
Indeed  it  is  owing  to  a  Neglect  of  our  Officer  who  was  directed  to 
sell  all  the  coarse  Cloth,  that  we  have  anj  left  as  it  is ;  we  have  oo 
Hand  about  as  much  as  will  make  every-  Soldier  a  warm  Waistcoat 
ft  a  pair  ^  Overalls,  on  which  the  Taylors  are  at  Work.  Tour 
Excelk  must  see  how  difficult  it  is  at  such  short  Notice  to  answer 
Bipeotattons;  ft  you  ft  the  Army  will  certainly  make  AUowancoi 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  94. 

tS^e  p.  670 — the  others  not  found. 
See  Col.  Eed.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  %, 
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if  under  snch  Gircamstanees  ve  find  great  Btffieulties  &of  Canrse  tbe 
Supplies  tardy ;  this  is  often  improyed  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Oot* 
eram^^  bat  tery  unjustly,  ft  as  the  Attentioir  to  the  Officers  in  Ar1aole« 
which  we  are  depended  upon  for  shows  very  ^Idnly  that  neither 
Attention  or  Generosity  is  wanting, — We  shaH  be  indefatigable  to 
remedy  the  Mischief  &  hope  not  withont  success.  We  are  sorry  to  find 
any  Pennsylv*  Officers  en  the  List  of  Violaters  of  Parole,  &  shall 
concur  in  every  Measure  to  answer  your  just  Expectations  on  this 
Subject.  For  this  End  I  haTe  sent. to  the  Lieut,  of  every  County  a 
List  with  most  positive  Injunctions  for  their  Return — ^unless  where 
Death  or  Sickness  has  prevented,  in  which  Case  authentiek  Proofs 
to  be  sent. — We  are  Informed  that  several  in  the  List  have  returned 
ft  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  give  more  full  ft  satisfactory  Accountfl 
of  the  others  shall  do  so. 

The  partial  Exchanges  made  by  States  is  a  fund  of  lastmg  Oom« 
plaint,  ft  strongly  urged  by  many  Officers  of  this  State  in  Excuse 
for  their  Conduct,  ft  the  Commissaries  of  Prisoners  allow  there  is 
Reason.  Many  of  our  Officers  taken  on  Long  Idand  in  1776  are 
yet  Prisoners,  tho  there  are  none  from  the  Eastern  St^ites  remaining 
taken  at  that  Time,  ft  many  taken  since  Exchanged  while  ours  are 
left.  If  it  was  possible  to  put  thia  Business  entirelv  on  a  general ' 
'Footing  it  would  have  a  happy  Tendency,  &  is  well  worthy  your 
Excell^  Interposition. 

The  Scarcity  of  Flour  ft  Demand  on  us  ww  Tery  unexpected,  ft  I 
am  sure  will  be  so  to  your  Excellr  after  you  have  perused  the 
enclosed  Letter  to  which  I  may  add  Mr.  G.  Morris's  Assurances  to 
Council  that  there  was  such'  an'Abundanoy  of  Flour  as  to  make  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  export.  The  Council  hesitated  to  comply, 
but  at  length  pressed  thereto  gave-- the  Permiss",  ft  a  Vessel  with 
1000  Barrels  sailed  last  Week.  As  M'  Morris  was  tho  Superintend^ 
Committee  himself,  the  other  Members  declaring  they  knew  nothing 
of  the  Measures,  'all  the  Consequences  will  be  justTy  ascribed  to  this 
Mode  of  doing  Business.  At  this  Season  of  the  Tear  your  Excell^ 
will  "be  sensible  how  difficult  it  is'for  the  Farmer  to  thresh  or  come 
to  'Market,  besides  which  the  Practice  of  our  Speculators,  coiinte- 
ntf need '  by  some  yritMipal  fferdhabts,  w^ho  have  thwarted  every 
Measnre  fi>r  oheoking  the  Depreciadou,  have  now  given  such  Disgust 
to  the  Country  that  we  ate  threatened  with  a  total  Sa|»pre«B]OD  of 
all  Snpplie8.^--If  it  had  not  bean  for  the  Prices  oar  Ktuation.at  this 
Time  would  have  been  truly  alaErming.  The  Bread  we  now  eat  is 
of  musty  English  Flour^  which  formerly  would  bavie  been  gi¥e«  to 
o«r  Ckttle.-^ Apprehending  a  Difficulty  in  the  Artiele  of  Silt  ft  pro- 
ouring  doathtng  fot  our  Officers  about  6  Weeks  ago,  Direotieiis 
were  given  to  purchase  about  SOOOBarralls  of  Flour  fbr  Exportation 
on  Aeo^  of  the  State*-^  Part  of  tha^  ia  now  in  Store,  .hot  if  it  waa 
popsible  to  avoid  taming  is  fmn.the  ^seiui  Porpaae  to  mhUk  it^ 
devoted  it  would  be  best,  and  as  the  Farmers  to  the  Southward  have 
been  under  a  Necessity  of  threshibg  ob  Aeb^  oP  tbo  Fly/  we  flatter 
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aosaelvM  the  Sapply  from  theooe  wQl  be  more  speedy  ft  i 
If  the  Laws  of  Maryland  woald  have  permitted  Ezportatioa  to  tkk 
State  we  ooald  haye  made  veiy  iarge  PorohaseB  in  that  Quarter  &  at 
a  pretty  moderate  Prioe,  bat  the  I>epreciatioa  there  now  snrpuM 
all  Credit.  lobaooo  is  not  to  be  obtained  in  many  Parts  of  Yirgutt 
or  Maryland  bat  for  Oold  or  SUver,  &  of  eooiee  a  Barter  is  intio- 
dnoed  that  will,  if  not  cheoked|  soon  give  the  Money  its  fatal  Stroke. 
We  shall  give  Gen.  Sullivan  the  Assistanoe  yoo  request  wheosTcr 
the  Commissi^  aeqoaint  as  with  their  particnlac  necessities,  tho  tl» 
Freedom  be  has  taken  with  as  in  his  Comphunts  to  Oongrem  h  to 
the  People  on  the  Frontiers  have  made  an  Impression  apos  u 
which  will  not  soon  be  removed.  We  have  never  had  one  lim 
from  him  sinoe  he  left  Baston,  t  ocald  easik  satisfy  yoor  EieeU^ 
that  his  Complaints  were  without  the  least  real  Ground.  In  Cod«- 
qaenoe  of  the  Bemsnd  for  Boatmen  the  Bangers  coald  not  be  ni«d. 
L  now  it  is  evident  that  his  Expedition  will  faU  of  its  foil  Bffeet  by 
its  Nambers  &  the  Difficult  of  feeding  them.  However  we  m 
very  glad  it  has  been  attended  with  ai^  Success.  It  would  be 
happy  if  yoor  Bxoell^  Bxample  in  your  Attention  to  pnblick 
Anthority,  &  candid  Allowsnces,  which  we  shall  always  acknov- 
ledge,  had  a  more  diffusive  Influenoe.  And  we  now  beg  Leave  to 
assure  you  that  no  Exertions  on  our  Part  shall  be  wanting  to  ji^ 
a  full  Compliance  with  every  of  your  Bequests. 
We  mra  with  the 

greatest  Bespect  &  Esteem, 
Tour  Xxcell'*,  Ac.* 


Mb.  Holeer  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1.TT9. 

Philadelphia,  y  S^  Sept%  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  instant  received  the  honor  of  your  Letter  of  tke 

Seventh  OurTent,f    I  return  the  inclosed  Papers  which  you  iitve 

been  pleased  to  favor  me  with,  after  having  perused  them.     I  needed 

.only  your  Excellency's  Information^  to  be  fully  oonvineed  of  tbe 

'  Critical  Situation  of  things,  &  of  the  necessity  of  Supplying  the 

^  immediate  demands  of  tbs  army.    It  is  Just  they  should  be  int 

supplied,  &  I  cannot  but  see  with  pleasure,  the  exertions  of  coven- 

ment  in  their  fiivor,  even  in  preference  to  my  demands.    1  shall 

therefore  rest  quiet,  in  the  foil  Oonviction  that  the  honorable  f 

Oounoil  will  Concert,  and  adopt  some  effectual  measure  to  insure  A 

to  fceiBtite  the  means  of  precuittg  the  neoessaiy  articles  of  pi*- 


*  SeeUL  Bee.,  Td.  Xa.,p.  09i  f  Seepa^ea 
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visionSy  without  whioh  no  stand  can  be  made  on  this  Continent 
against  the  Oommon  finnemy,  nor  those  supplies  famished  to  his 
Majesty's  fleets  on  which  we  had  reason  to  depend  from  a  Conntry, 
whence  200,000  B«rrelJs  were  yearly  exported  heretofore  ;  if  effeo- 
toal  measures  cannot  be  speedily  taken,  I  shall  be  under  the  Cruel 
neoessitv  of  depending  only  on  the  supplies  which  can  be  procured 
from  Maryland,  where  wheat  is  more  or  less  fly  bitten,  &  where  the 
harvest,  as  I  am  told,  is  not  near  so  abundant  this  year,  as  in  the 
state  of  pensilvania ;  your  Excellency  will  please  to  obserre,  that 
my  orders  are  not  to  stand  for  the  price,  because  Provisions  must  be 
had  at  any  rate,  to  support  fleets  ft  armies ;  &  that  ready  to  pay 
whatever  may  be  necessary,  or  to  act  by  my  own  agents,  if  it  is 
Judged  proper  I  should  interfere ;  whioh,  however,  I  shall  never  do 
but  with  the  utmost  reluotanee.  Lest  some  men  might  imagine 
that,  by  giving  generons  pncas  for  what  must  be  procur^,  it  should 
have  a  tende£)y  to  depreciate  the  Continental  Currency.  Permit 
me  to  su^mst  to  your  Excellency,  that  according  to  my  Ideas  of 
matters,  a  me  and  uncontrouled  course  of  trade  might,  perhaps,  put 
things  to  rights.  The  prio0  of  exported  articles  may  rise  somewhat 
by  a  free  ezportationy  but  an  abundanoe  of  provisions  will  be  the 
immediate  oonseqnenoe  thereof,  &  would  necessarily  reduce  their 
prioe  afier  a  short  period  of  time.  It  is  very  possible  that  I  mav  be 
mistaken,  &  that  the  usual  Course  of  thingp  may  not  take  place  where 

Cper  is  the  medium  of  trade;  this  your  Excellency  can  determine 
tter  than  I  cav  pretend  to,  ft  I  will  therefbre  conclude  by  renewing 
my  former  Requests,  which  I  could  wish  it  was  in  vour  power  to 

ratify,  as  the  wants  encrease  daily,  ft  become  more  a  more  urgent 
hope  your  Excellency  will  please  to  take  in  good  part  what  I  have 
the  honor  of  suggesting,  in  doing  whioh  I  have  no  other  view  but 
that  of  convincing  you  of  my  entire  Confidence,  ft  of  the  obligation 
I  am  under  of  procuring  supplies  by  every  means  in  my  power. 

Thq  rpCsrenoB  in  your  letter  with  respect  to  the  two  Committees 
of  Coiigresf,.does  not  regard  me  in  the  Least.  I  ain  exporting 
wh«t  I  have.. on  hand,  but  must  Beplace  the  same  Instantly,  in 
conformity  to  my  instructions. 

1  have  the  honor  of  suhseribing  myselfi 
with  great  respect, 

<  your  E:tcellenc/8  meet 

obedient;  humble  Servant, 
HOLKEB. 


l^ENNSYLVANIA  AROHIVBS  ITTO- 


Thos.  Hals  to  Prbs.  Rxbd,  1779. 

Haj  it  pkaBe  youlr  Ezoellenoy  k  ibe  Howrar.  beard. 

The  Beaier  hereof,  John  Winters,  lives  in  Chester  ConntT,  Eisl 
Notinghsm  Township,  near  the  Maryland  line.  He  aais  then  ii 
Oreat  Quantitjs  of  Wheat  Carried  oat  of  this  State  into  MujIiDd, 
as  the  Millers  of  that  State  Offers  and  gives  20  Dollars  per  Bushel, 
to  the  great  prejodiee  of  the  Credite  of  our  Corencj,  and  to  the  weD 
affeoted  People  of  this  State,  who  would  be  willing,  in  a  general  wajj 
to  sell  at  16  Dollars,  the  regulated  Price,  was  it  not  for  the  abo?^ 
whichy  in  my  bumble  opinion,  ought  to  be  redressed  if  poesible. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, . 

yonr  most  Ofaedieni 

ft  Hufttble  Servant) 

TH*  HALE. 
To  his  Bzoellenoy  the  president  &  Sopveme  Eiecntivo  Goo&eiL 
Sep*  8, 1779. 


Jaoob  Shojexaksr  to  P&B8;  Bbju),  1779. 

Northampton  County,  Sept'  8%  1779. 
Siry 

The  eonfused  state  the  Militia  affairs  at  present  in  this  Gomitjv 
'in,  on  account  of  soine  mistaken  notions  diffused  amongst  theD,  Up 
me  under  the  necessity  of  Representing  the  mattef  to  your  Excel- 
lency and  the   Honble^  Board,  Expecting  advice  how  to  Prooeed 
further  in  the  Premises.     In  Gotis^qoence  o^  an  orderfivm  Cdoodl 
to  John  Wetzel,  Esq^  Lieu*  of  this  County,  dated  July  21, 177$, 
the  said  Lieu^  ordered  me  to  Call  out  the  four  first  eiassea  in  the  5^ 
Battalion  of  Militia  in  this  Ooanty,  whieh  I  acoovdingly  did,  and  beU 
a  Regular  appeal  the  30^  day  of  Jjiiy,  1778y,jwhen  there  appesied  Nrt 
19  men  ready  "to  go  in  thehr  tonr  f  after  the  appeal  was  over,  soimo^ 
the  Officers  ft  men  fell  on  the  Notion 'of  Enlisting  a  party  of  iiiei)^ 
jointly  to*  pay  them  a  Bounty/    I  represented  to  them  the  lU^galiitJ 
of  sneh  a  pMoeeding ;  NcTertbeless  they  engaged  18  men  aid  v^ 
them  Out,  which  they  allowed  to  be  the  full,  quota  for  4  Gonpttiei 
out  of  the  said  4  first  classes.     I  acquainted  Ooh  Wetiel  with  tbi 
proceedings  of  these  men,  who  iuclin'd  to  think  it  the  best  waj  oot 
to  Collect  the  fines  of  the  delinquents  forthwith,  but  Expeetedit 
another  call  the  delinquents  would  yet  turn  out,  in  Lien  of  the  totf 
th^  was  then  to  have  done. 

oo  affairs  lay  until  the  savages  made  Incursions  on  our  frootiefi 
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in  July  last;  then,  Col*  Wetsel  himselfe  Called  upon  the  officers 
to  tara  out  tb^ir  delioqaents  that  had  Negleoted  their  turn  the 
preoeeding  year,  and  alao  ordered  the  Officers  to  make  Return  to 
him  or  aney  of  the  sub  Lieu^,  of  the  Number  of  men  that  would  so 
ma^h.  The  Captains  made  Rstam,  partly  all  of  the  same  tenor  of 
the  Copy  of  one  here  inclosed.  (No.  1)  Upon  the  whole,  not  k  man 
tum'd  out  of  the  5*^  Battelion.  Col''  Wetsel  then  Ordered  me  to 
have  the  Snes  Immediately  Collected. — I  made  oat  the  Execntfons  and 
litrected  them  to  the  sheriff  of  the  County  to  serve,  who  hath  refused 
to  do  it,  as  you  will  see  in  a  copy  of  his  refusal  in  Writing  here 
inclosed  (No.  2).  I  attempted  to  get  some  of  the  CenstaUes  to  serve 
the  Executions,  who  repl/d,  if  the  sheriff  was  in  fear  of  Executing 
them,  bow  could  I  Expect  they  would  do  it.  And  to  find  ool 
another  fit  person  was,  and  is  yet,  very  difiicult  for  me  to  do,  as  I 
could  not  Engage  any  man  of  substance  and  Character  to  undertake 
St  *,  and,  as  the  Number  of  Delinquents  is  oontiderable,  no  less  than 
about  ti4,  which,  in  the  wliole,  amounts  to  a  large  sum,  I  Look 
upon  it  as  a  great  risk  iTor  me  to  Intrust  it  into  the  hands  of  aney 
loose  and  unsettled  man  ;  and  so  the  fines  remain  all  uacolleeted, 
except  the  ddmquents  of  one  Company,  who  have  voluntarily  paid. 
Under  these  Circunstanees^  I  flatter  myselfb  Council  will  be  pleased 
to  direct  IM  hoir  to  proceed,  as  to  them  shall  appear  Equiuble  and 
lUght 

I  am,  Sir,  yent  Exeellency'e 

most  obed*  A  Ham>  9tt*, 

JACOB  SHOEMAKER, 
Sub-Lieutenani. 

To  His  Bzeelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Suprsam. 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvmniai  al  Philadelphia, 
y  iavotr  of  Gd*  J.  Stroud. 


8bot.  Matlaok  to  Col.  Lxwfg  Fabiibr,  17T9. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  •,  177*. 
Sir, 

The  Council  understanding  that  there  is  a  very  large  quantify  of 
goods  in  the  state  store,  His  Excellency,  the  President,  has  ordered 
me  to  request  you  to  procure  one  or  two  proper  persons  in  whom  a 
confidence  may  be  placed,  to  lodge  in  the  said  store,  with  arms  i* 
their  possession.  You  will  contract  for  such  reasonable  allowance 
for  this  service  as  will  cempeosate  for  it,  and  the  Gounoii  will  ordef 
it  to  be  paid. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servanti 

T.  M.,  iee^y. 
To  Col.  Lewis  Fanner,  Stote  Clothier. 
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MoNS.  Du  PoBTAiL  TO  Pbbsidjsnt  Bbed,  1779. 

West  pointy  10th  September,  1779. 

Sir, 

Congrees  some  time  rince  ordered  the  formation  of  three  Con- 
panioB  of  seppers  end  miners,  of  which  thej  were  pleased  to  kona 
me  with  the  Gommand.  The  soldiers  for  these  Companies  ven 
originallj  to  be  drafted  from  the  line,  hut  his  ezoellenej,  genenl 
Washington,  finding  sooke  ineonvenienoy  in  doing  it  at  this  time  pn- 
fers  their  being  raised.    In  Conseqoenoe  he  has  written  to  CongrM 

1>rajing  them  t6  recommend  it  to  the  different  states,  to  permit  thti 
evy,  whieh  Recommendation  your  ezcelleocj  will  probablj  reeeire. 
I  therefore  send  Captain  M^'Mnrraj  into  yonr  state  to  lecniit  for 
these  Companies  &  1  intreat  that  joa  will  be  pleased  to  gire  tin 
business  all  the  aid  of  which  it  may  stand  in  ne^. 

Cap.  M*Marray  has  the  regulations  made  by  Congrees  for  then 
Oompukies.  I  dare  pray  yon  to  have  the  goodness  to  ran  them  orv 
and  ^ou  wUl  see  what  is  to  be  their  eerWee  and  their  instmoticn; 
yon  will  see  that  the  officers  are  to  have  the  means  of  aoquriog  ill 
the  knowledge  necessary  to  engineers,  and  that  the  soldiers  wili 
learn  to  Construct  all  the  works  reUlive  to  fbrtificatioas.  Hajl 
therefore  be  permitted  to  obserTc  that  it  would  be  very  advantsgeooi 
to  the  state  of  pensilrania  to  furnish  a  number  of  these  soldiers  who, 
returning  into  their  own  Country  after  being  instructed,  may  be  of 
the  greatest  utility  to  it  As  I  flatter  myself  your  exoelleney  viS 
judge  of  it  in  the  same  manner,  add  your  eagerness  ta  form  ever; 
kind  of  establishment  useful  to  the  state  which  vou  govern  is  veil 
known,  I  take  the  liberty  to  propose  to  you  the  formation  of  oae  of 
these  Companies  of  sappers  and  miners,  to  belong  to  the  state  iteelt 
This  plan  has  been  mentioned  to  general  Washington  and  met  Iiii 
approbation  in  that  ease.  As  there  are  two  vacancies  in  the  Gobi- 
pany  of  Mr,  M^Murrky  they  Could  be  granted  to  t#o  MitlemeD  of 
the  state  of  pensilvania  for  this  purpose ;  if  your  excellency  shookl 
be  aoquainted  with  any  gentlemen  disposed  to  embraoe  this  prefee- 
sion  and  proper  for  it,  I  should  esteem  it  a  favor  you  would  send 
them  to  me  for  examination*  The  qualities  necessary  for  the  oflken 
of  sappers  and  miners  are  in  the  first  place  a  good  education  in  gen- 
eral, which  will  be  a  security  for  the  integrity  of  their  sentimeDti. 
It  must  be  Considered  that  these  officers  becoming  Engineers  and  so 
in  a  situation  to  have  in  their  hands  the  plans  of  the  frontien  of  tfaa 
fortifications,  the  memorials  concerning  them,  in  a  word  all  that  has 
relation  to  the  defence  of  the  state,  they  ought  to  be  qualified  to 
inspire  great  Confidence  in  their  fidelity  and  in  their  attaobmeiit  to 
their  Country ;  in  the  next  place  it  is  prc^per  they  should  have  loaie 
malhematieal  Knowledge — the  more  they  have  the  better;  bat  we 
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mfty  BOt  ezaol  a  mat  deal  from  jouiff  men  who  do  nol  ezoeed  the 
age  of  twenty,  wno  besides  have  had  a  good  eduoatioo,  possess  % 
fund  of  intelligence  and  show  an  inclination  to  instruct  themselves, 
they  may  he  the  easier  dispensed  with,  as  there  will  be  a  master  of 
mathematics  attached  to  the  Companies,  and  they  will  be  furnished 
with  regard  to  this  object  with  sll  the  means  to  supply  the  defecta 
of  their  education. 
I  beg  your  Ezoellenqy  to  honor  me  with  an  answer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  excellency's  the  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

k  OH'  DUrOBTAIL. 
His  excellency,  general  Beed« 


Board  ov  Wab  to  P&is.  Rhrd^  1779. 

War-OfficC;  Sep*  10, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  duly  received  the  acts  of  Council  of  the  2d  &  5th  inst.* 
making  promotions  &  filling  vacancies  in  the  pensylvania  line;  for 
which  commissions  would  have  been  made  out  as  usual,  but  an 
objection  arose  on  account  of  Captain  Beily  &  lieutenant  Kins,  the 
former  being  superseded  because  dbient  without  leave^  and  the  latter 
left  otU  of  his  regiment  The  acts  of  Congress  explicitly  declare  the 
right  of  each  state  to  appoint  officers  &  fill  vacancies  in  their  own 
battalions :  but  we  are  not  apprised  of  any  resolution  directing  that 
officers  may  be  dismissed  by  the  authority  of  any  state:  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  articles  of  war  section  14th  article  13th  it  is  declared 
<Hhat  no  commissioned  officer  shall  be  cashiered  or  dismissed  from 
the  service,  excepting  by  an  order  from  the  Congress,  or  by  the 
sentence  of  a  general  court  martial/' — These  matters  we  imagined 
might  have  .escaped  the  notice  of  Council;  apd  esteeming  it  our 
duty  to  prevent  any  errors  we  discov^  from  taking  effect,  we  beg 
leave  to  ask  the  attention  of  Council  to  the  cases  of  captain  Reily  £ 
lieut.  King  with  their  consequences,  that  they  may  take  such 
farther  order  thereon  as  shall  to  tbem  seem  proper.  We  shall  take 
care  to  supply  a  guard  for  Lancaster  from  the  troops  in  this  city  as 
you  request,  but  this  obliges  us  to  'ask  for  the  number  of  twenty 
men  in  addition  to  the  hundred  militia  we  have  already  applied  for. 

When  we  had  the  honour  of  waiting  on  the  councU  &  consented 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XQ.,  p.  88.  92. 
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to  fbrnifth  anii9  for  tlie  militia,  our  vfews  were  oonfinfed  to  those  wb 
8h(mld  form  the  guard  in  thhi  city :  the  state  of  the  pnblie  atom 
will  not  at  present  warrant  a  more  extensive  snpplj.  We  expect  a 
quantity  of  rampart  muskets  from  Virginia  in  a  few  days ;  they  an 
substantial  arms  without  bayonets :  out  of  these  the  750  asked  for 
may  be  lent  to  the  state.  The  one  tob  of  powder  you  Fe<](iest  shill 
be  delivered  to  your  order. 

A  resolve  of  Congress  relative  to  cloathing  passed  yesterday  upon 
our  report  as  we  are  informed,  will  remove  all  doubts  ia  regard  to 
purchases  of  cloathing  made  by  the  state,  and  enable  them  ta 
prevent  any  competitions  with  the  continental  agent.  We  beg  letve 
however  to  observe,  that  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  that  our  ageot 
should  be  restricted  from  making  any  purchases;  and  oar  instnu- 
tions  to  him  will  effeetaally  prevent  any  detriment  to  the  United 
States  or  this  state  in  particular  from  a  supposed  eompctUkm  vlth 
the  Agent  for  the  state.  We  shall  recommend  our  agent  a  cooper- 
ation with  the  state  agent  we  request  Council  to  enjoin  the  same  o& 
the  latter. 

We  are  Sir, 

very  rsapectMly 

your  most  obed. 

By  order  of  the  Board 

TiJj.  picb:erino. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'* 
(War-Office.) 


PRXS.    RkBD   to  PUBC^A8JSK8   OV  FXiOUB,   1779. 

Sir, 

.  It  was  with  great  Concern  t  was  informed  you  could  not  proeon 
Flour  for  the  Sute  Use.  Col.  Morgan  has  been  allowed  to  tike 
Salt  to  Berks  County  to  be  sold  to  the  Inhabitants  at  £15  ^  Bushel, 
giving  Preference  to  those  who  supply  Flour  and  will  receive  tvs 
thirds  of  the  Money  at  £20  |)  g*— one  third  in  Salt  at  the  above 
Price.  Perhaps  this  may  be  an  Inducement  to  the  People  with  yoa 
to  eiert  themselves  on  this  Emergency  as  they  shall  have  the  sane 
Terms.  To  the  Price  of  Salt  wilibe  added  the  Cartage,  and  if  it  ii 
regulated  at  a  lower  Price  than  Xl5  they  wil!  have  ttie  Benefit  of 
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flooh  Alteration.    The  Waggons  which  bring  the  Floor  will  take 
baek  tiie  Salt— I  an  Sir 

Tour  V9ty  Hbble  Serr. 

JOS.  REED,  IVeaideut, 
Philad.,  Sept.  8%  1779. 

It  10  suppoeed  £\b  will  be  th»  onrrent  Prioe  of  Salt  bttt  if  tU 
fUte  paj  less  the  People  will  have  the  Benefit  of  it 
Chester  Oonntj. 

To  Got.  Boyd. 


Pbbs.  Bbxd  to  Col.  Bayard,  [Spxakbb],  1779. 

Sir, 

In  oonseqnanee  of  some  Ueeasin^  in  this  City  abont  2  Weeks 
ago  with  Respeot  to  Bait,  the  Holders  of  that  Atticle  thought  proper 
to  make  the  Proposition  contained  in  the  enclosed  Letter,  in  Coose- 
qnenoe  of  which  a  considerable  Quantity  of  Salt  is  now  in  the  Haods 
of  some  Penions  aathoirised  by  me  to  take  care  thereof  untill  some 
Buoh  Order  may  be  taken  therein  as  may  give  the  most  genen^l  Satis- 
faction to  Town  &  Country.  I  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
Rise  &  Ingress  of  the  Discontents  on  this  Subject  untill  informed 
by  the  Gentlemen  ipterested  at  which  Time  they  had  arisen  to  an 
alarming  Height  The  Measures  taken  to  suppress  them  were  in  a 
great  Degree  dBfectual  and  as  it  is  not  proper  or  couTenient  to  nrs  to 
contiuue  any  farther  Direction  of  it  I  must  request  you  to  commn^ 
nicate  the  Matter  to  your  Hon.  House  either  officially  or  otherwise 
that  they  may  either  in  a  priyate  Way  or  by  publick  Order  dispose 
of  the  Salt    I  sludl  be  at  all  Times  ffe^y  to  give  any  Gentlemen 

ch   "     " 


who  may  act  iu  OottseqileMe'  thereof  such  farther  Information  as 
may  be  necessary  on  the  Occasion— And  am  with  yery 
great  Respect  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed. 

&  very  HVble  Senr. 

JOS.  REED. 
Philad.,  Sept  13, 1779. 
Indonedf 

The  Hon.  Col.  Bayard. 
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Tfli  JuDM  Of  THB  Court  of  Admibaltt  to  Pbb.  Bnoy 

1779- 

The  Tadge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  begs  leare  to  inform  tin 
Preeident  £  Council  that  he  has  caused  a  seal  io  be  engrmved  in 
Brass  for  the  Use  of  the  Court  of  admiraltj  for  the  State  of  Pena- 
sylvania,  an  Impression  from  which  he  has  the  Honour  to  Uy  befois 
them  for  their  Inspection,  hoping  it  will  meet  with  their  Approba- 
tion. He  also  encloses  the  Account  of  the  Engraver,  requesting 
that  an  Order  may  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for  Payment  IkereoL 
The  Block,  engraying  &c.,  comes  to  £4^in  hard  money.-^ 

Sept.'  13%  1779.* 

JHrected, 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire. 


John  Hay  to  Col.  Hartley,  1779. 

Sir, 

Tork,  SeptF  ISth,  1779. 

As  there  are  Eighteen  or  more  Fellows  in  Goid;  SeTcral  of  them 
concerned  with  liu-ge  gangs  of  Counterfiters  of  Honey,  I  haft 
thought  it  proper  upon  the  application  of  the  High  Sheriff  to  Order 
a  Subaltern  Seij',  Corporal  and  20  Uen  of  the  8«  Battalion  to  serve 
as  a  guard  to  the  goal  'till  further  consideration,  And  most  request 
the  £ftYOur  of  you  to  mention  this  to  the  President  in  order  to  know 
how  he  approves  of  the  measure  and  to  inform  me  thereof  by  the 
lOirer,  Mr.  Tusslci  or  other  safe  opportunity^ 
I  am  SiTi    . 

your  Humble  Senrt., 

JOHN  HAT. 
Directed^ 
To  Col.  Thomas  Heartley,  in  Philadelphia. 
ByMr.  Tusler. 


*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  ZH.,  ^  162. 
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Prbb.  or  C0NGRB88  TO  Pftxs«  Bbeb,  1779. 

(Giroakr.) 

Philadelphia,  14th  Sept.,  1779. 
Sir, 

Ton  will  receive  herewith  enclofled  Copies  of  three  Acte  of  Con- 
gress,— One  of  the  2l8t  Ang*  on  the  Subjeot  of  an  Embargo — one 
of  the  25th  An^  against  Restriotions  on  the  Inland  trade  oetween 
the  States,  and  the  third  of  the  10th  Inst.,  for  providing  cloatbing 
for  the  troops.  The  two  first  shonld  have  been,  as  nsnal,  sent  to  the 
States  directlv  after  they  were  passed,  bnt  it  was  the  sense  of  Con* 
cress,  'till  within  a  few  days,  to  delay  their  transmission.  Tour 
Excellency  will  also  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  a  oiroalar  letter  from 
Congress  to  their  Constituents.* 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect, 

your  Ezoellenoy's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY, 
President. 

His  Ezoellenoy  President  Reed. 


Navy  Boabd  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Navy  Board,  mid  district, 
Philadelphia,  Septem'  14th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Frigate  Confederacy  is  in  want  of  Three  hundred  double 
headed  Shott  for  twelve  pounders,  none  of  which  are  in  the  Conti- 
nental Store.  Would  therefore  tal^e  it  as  a  favor  if  your  Excellency 
will  give  an  order  for  that  number  or  such  part  of  them  as  can  be 
spared  from  the  State.f 

We  are  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servants, 

JOHN  WHARTON, 
WILL.  WINDER,  Jr., 
JAMES  READ. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Reed. 

♦  See  Col.  feec.,  Vol.  Xtt,  p.  108. 
t  Bee  Col.  Keo.,  Tel.  XH.,  p.  10^. 
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BoABD  Of  Wae  rQ  Pak^  Bkbd,  177d. 

War  OiBee, 

Septr  14, 1779. 

Sir, 

We  have  been  honoured  with  yonr  Fay',  of  tho  11th  in^t.,  &  hare 
given  Cap*  Stiles  the  order  for  one  Ton  of  Powder  &  one  hundred  & 
twenty  Arms. 

It  is  impoMible  for  ns  now  to  ascertain  the  exact  Proportion  of 
Cloathingthe  Pensylrania  Troops  will  receive  out  of  the  Continentil 
Stock.  Therefore  if  it  were  otherwise  proper  we  could  not  deliver 
H  to  the  State  Clothier.  The  Plan  we  are  upon,  is  to  aocumulite 
as  muoh  as  possible  &  issue  it  all  at  once.  The  Slanner  of  issoing 
is  directed  bj  the  Ordinance  of  Congress  on  the  Subject  &  added  to 
this  the  Board  have  some  Regulations  jet  to  make.  So  that  if  tba 
State  will  be  pleased  to  procure  as  much  as  ther  possiMy  tsaxi  of  Hatts, 
Shirts,  Shoes,  Hose,  Bknketts,  woolen  overalls  and  Socks  (to  serve 
instead  of  Stockings  in  a  Deficiency  of  Hose)  &  inform  the  tfoard  of 
the  Quantities  procured  or  likely  to  be  obtained|  they  need  not  u 
yet  fear  having  too  much  provided.  Of  Blankets  their  Troops  will 
want  a  Number  at  least  equal  to  half  the  Number  of  Men.  We  haT« 
not  Blanketts  enough  to  supply  on^  8tb  of  the  Army. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  the  greatest  Respect 

&  Bsteem  your  very  obd*  Serv* 

BIOHARD  PBTESa 
Bj  Order. 
Directed^ 

On  poUtck  service 

To  His  {Ixcellenoy  Prendent  Reed. 


TflOMAS  Smith  to  Goungix.,  1778. 

Sep*  15, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Colonel  Martb  one  of  the  Sublieutenants  of  Bedford  Comity,  oa 
his  leaving  Town  lately,  sent  a  few  Lines  to  me,  informing.me  tkat 
when  the  Indians  made  the  late  incursions  into  that  G>untrj, 
he  thouffht  himself  under  an  indispensible  obligation  to  call  oat  t 
few  of  the  Militia  and  Station  them  in  such  places  as  to  aflTord  the 
utmost  protection  M  the  few  lohobilants  yet  ^maining  in  that 
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almott  desolated  Goantrj,  that  sack'  a  small  nnvber  could  do  by 
ranging  along  the  Irontien  ft  meeting  eae&  ollinr  sit  Slattd  Times 
&  places  and  oommunicate  their  discoveries  to  each  other.  That  he 
was  happy  to  find  that  this  mode  gave  great  encouragement  to  the 
People,  &  he  hoped  they  would  be  able  to  relieve  them,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  their  Tour — but  to  his  great  mortification  there  was  not  a 
grain  of  Powder  more  than  what  was  delivered  to  tbe  present  Scout 
which  would  be  soon  exhausted  &  if  a  Supply  was  not  soon  afforded 
those  who  were  willing  to. turn  out  in  defence  of  their  helpless  neigh- 
bours would  not  have  it  in  their  power — the  Consequence  would  most 
certainly  be  an  evacuation  of  the  whole  Countrv—  and  intreating  me 
to  apply  to  the  Council  for  a  small  Quantity  of  that  on  which  their 
preservation  so  much  dependS;  not  doubting  but  that  Council  would 
afford  them  every  assistance  in  their  Power  as  soon  as  they  could  get 
any  Powder — which  when  he  was  in  Town  he  believed  they  were 
scarce  of. 

Altbo'  I  am  convinced  that  GouncQ  have  done  every  thing  in  their 
Power  ft)T  our  Protection  this  summer,  yet  it  has  been  our  misfor- 
tune not  to  have  had  a  single  Man  either  for  our  own  defence  or  escort* 
ing  Stores  to  Port  Pitt,  except  a  few  of  our  own  tired  out  Militia, 
and  a  few  Men  of  Cap*  Clugage$  Company,  who  don't  seem  to  be 
extended  wide  enoush  &  only  afford  protection  to  one  Corner,  altho 
Col.  Martin  &  myself  by  differing  in  Political  sentiments  which  but 
too  often  gives  rise  to  a  lasting  Personal  enmity,  are  not  upon  such 
friendly  Terms  as  I  would  wish  to  be  on  with  every  Man,  yet  Justice 
to  his  Conduct  requires  me  to  declare  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  his 
patriotic  exertions  and  indefatigable  application,  there  had  not  by 
this  Time  been  an  Inhabitant  in  the  whole  County. 

In  Compliance  therefore  with  his  request,  I  intreat  that  Council 
would  furnish  the  Lieutenant  with  a  small  Quantity  of  Powder  as 
soon  as  possible — ^I  will  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  te  have  k  sent 
up  without  delay. 

Monday. 

lam 

gentlemen  your  very 

HumUa  6erv« 

THOMAS  SMITH. 

P.  S.  I  have  almost  lost  the  use  of  my  Hand  wbioh  X  ptagr  nifty 
be  my  Excuse  for  this  scrawl. 

JDirectetIf 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Council 
Vol.  VII.— 80 
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Col.  Lkwib  Nioola  to  Pesb.  Bud,  1779. 

Sir, 

.  Three  mloit  who  left  the  ^foard  ihip  last  saturdmy  night  mj  Sir 
George  Collier  tnd  his  fleet  was  then  Ijinff  oflf  the  Hook  A  that 
tiiej  reported  they  had  destroyed  40  sail  of  the  Amerioaa  tb— ela  at 
Penobeoot. 

Sereral  of  the  transporta  which  arrived  with  Admiral  Arbothoot 
had  sailed  for  Halifax  under  Convoy  of  the  Benown  of  60  gnna  & 
two  frigatea  bat  on  the  arrival  of  a  Polaore  who  brought  an 
aoooont  of  a  frenoh  or  Spanish  fleet  being  seen  off  Georgia  a  few  days 
oefore  an  express  was  dispatched  to  recall  them,  but  only  one  of  theo 
had  returned  when  the  informant  came  off.  A  fleet  of  22  sail  siriTed 
from  Cork  last  tuesday  was  a  week  &  reported  that  a  Rebellion  wis 
on  foot  in  Soodandi  &  that  it  was  certain  that  a  frenoh  fleet  with  a 
large  number  of  troops  oa^  board,  was  off  the  northward  of  Ireland 
preparing  to  land*  The  day  before  the  informants  came  off  Ihers 
were  brought  in  two  20  gon  ships  from  Penobsooty  being  the  only 
two  that  had  not  been  destroyed  by  the  Americans.  Since  die 
takinff  of  the  10  Jamaica  men  by  the  Boston  fleets  a  report  prerailed 
that  toey  had  taken  an  English  Han  of  war  sise  unknown  &  about 
20  sail  of  Merchant  men  Ixmnd  for  and  within  two  days  sail  of  New 
York.  A  parcel  of  English  Prisoners  of  war  arrived  from  Boalon  in 
a  schooner,  having  made  their  escape  from  a  Prison  ship  Uiere.  A 
fleet  of  one  74  and  2  frigates  were  preparing  to  go  ^ioat  New 
london,  with  troops  on  board,  but  upon  the  arrival  of  a  Packet  with 
an  account  of  the  Spaniards  declariog  war^  the  expedition  was 
stopped. 

Pemit  me  to  Assare  yon 

that  I  am  with  respect 
Your  Excellencies 

Yery  Humble  &  Ob4>  Serv« 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

September  16th,  1779. 

Directed f 
To  Eh  Excellency  Joseph  Iteed,  President  of  the  State. 
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Mr.  Holkxr  to  Prbb.  Rebd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  ;•  16th  September^  1779. 
Bir, 

In  ConaeciiieBoe  of  your  Beqaest  I  have  given  an  order  for  Iha 
Delivery  of  Mr.  Penrose's  servant,  bat  the  Captain  Refuses  Complying 
therewithi  because  he  will  have  Mr.  Penrose  pay  the  charges  of  the 
Prison.  This  Gentleman  intimates  that  it  is  your  Exoellenoy's 
opinion  that  his  wagss  are  due  to  him,  or  his  master.  This  is  a  point 
I  cannot  oonoede,  Because  this  man,  who  declared  himself  a  free 
subject  in  France,  was  enlisted  under  Condition  of  makipg  his  return 
to  France.  But  as  the  Captain  does  not  want  to  keep  this  man,  & 
Consents,  nnder  my  authority,  that  he  should  be  Restored  to  his 
flra^mer  master,  I  will  readily  agree  that  his  wages  be  paid,  providing 
another  sailor  be  furnished  in  his  lieu,  the  wages  of  that  Person  being 

E*d  by  Mr.  Penrose  for  his  Return  to  France.    This,  I  thiok,  is 
oiprocal  Justice,  &  therefore  wiU,  I  hope,  meet  with  your  Excel- 
lency's approbation. 

I  am  Respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  moat  obedient 

&  hnmble  serranti 

HOLKER. 
DtrecUdf 
To  his  Exoellenoyi  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  state. 


C.  J.  McEbak  to  Prjbs.  Rbbi>,  1779. 

Last  night  I  was  favored  with  two  acts  of  Connoil,  the  one  dated 
the  14th  instant,  the  other  yesterday.  As  to  the  first  I  shall  without 
delay  call  npon  the  Deputy  Commissary  of  prisoners,  and  also  the 
Keeper  of  the  new  Goal,  for  a  return  of  the  names  of  all  the  prisoners 
therein,  and  also  for  their  opinion  respecting  such  of  them  as  as  are 
supposed  to  have  been  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  to  owe  allegiance 
to  it,  and  shall  report  to  Council  my  opinion  on  their  several  cases. 

In  answer  to  the  second,  respecting  the  Sheriff  of  Northumberland 
county,*  who  is  charged  with  the  escape  of  three  felons  thro'  negli- 
gence, and  the  Question  proposed  by  Council  thereon,  to  wit, 

Whether  by  the  22d  section  of  the  Constitution  the  Council  have 
a  power  of  suspending  an  officer  from  office  until  the  Assembly  pro- 

«  Bee  Colon.  Rec  ,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  108, 112.  * 
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oeed  by  way  of  impaaehmenty  or  what  other  is  the  ooDstmctioo  ci 
the  wordai  <'  ahaU  be  liable  to  be  impeaehed  by  the  General  Aaaem- 
bly,  either  when  in  office  or  afler  hia  reaiguatioa  or  removal  for  mal- 
admiBiatratioQ  V 

The  Sheriff  io  Pennaylvatiiay  being  an  officer  elected  by  the  fre^ 
holdera  k  freemen  of  each  oonnty  and  commiflaioned  by  the  President 
in  Goonoil  by  Letieri  patent,  is  an  ofieer  tot  the  war,  if  he  behmTca 
himaelf  well,  and  of  comae  caonel  be*         *  "^  * 

«  «  «  ar  1^  m 

By  the  power  rested  in  the  Josticea  of  the  Sapream  court  by  the 
expresa  words  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  intitled,  **  An  Act  for  eatab* 
lisbing  courts  of  Jadicatare  in  this  province/'  in  the  Idth  aeotioa 
'*  they  can  eiamine,  correct  &  punish,  the  contemptSi  omisaiona  and 
neglecta,  fitvours,  corruptions  &  defaults  of  all  or  any  of  the  Juatioea 
of  the  peacCi  Sheriffs,  Uoroners,  Clerks  and  other  officers,  within  the 
respective  counties,"  and  by  the  common  law,:]!  any  Sheriff  or  any 
other  officer,  whose  office  concerns  the  administration  of  Justice  or 
the  Commonwealth,  will  not  give  his  attendance  in  oourt,  ex  officiO| 
he  forfeits  his  office,  and  upon  a  record  made  of  the  non-attendanoo 
by  the  court,  the  Preaident  and  Council  can.  remove  him. 

The  true  construction  of  the  words  cited  from  the  ^d  s^tion  of 
the  Constitution,  appears  to  me  to  be,  that  the  Oeaeral  Assembly 
may  impeach  any  officer  for  mnl*adminiatBation  only,  before  the 
OouBoii,  whether  he  is  in  office  or  haa  resigned,  or  been  removed 
from  it  for  some  legal  cause  of  forfeiture,  which  latter  case  muat 
happen,  I  conceive,  after  a  conviction,  and  that  the  impeachment  in 
auch  a  case  can  only  be  for  the  pnrpoee  of  punishment  criminally, 
by  fine  or  otherwise. 

With,  submission,  I  would  adviae,  thai  Council  should  direct  the 
Attorney  General  to  commence  a  prosecution,  by  indictment,  in 
Northumberland  county  against  the  Sheriff  for  the  escapes,  or  by 
information  io  the  Snpream  eourt,  in  order  to  dise<mra^  such  con- 
duct in  others ;  and  that,  u  the  new  Election  is  at  hand,  if  he  should 
be  again  elected,  the  Council  should  commisaionate  the  person  on 
the  fetom  with  him. 

Ris  Excellency,  Joseph  Iteed,  Esqutrej  President  &  Commsindet 
in  chief  of  Pennsylvania.^ 

*  Autograph  k  a  portion  of  theletter  cut  oC 
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Pass.  Eked  to  Mb.  Hoxkbb^  1779» 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Favour  of  this  MomiDg  respeotiog  Mr.  Penrose's 
ServaBl.  Tbe  LaWa  of  tke  State  being  the  proper  Tribonal  which 
must  deoide  the  Right  to  the  Servant^s  Wages ;  any  Difference  of 
Sentiaeal  hitween  us  is  immaterial,  What  the  Man  declared  him- 
self to  be,  or  any  Engagem^  he  entered  into  in  France  will  certainly 
not  be  binding  on  hi^  Master  ^because  the  Servant  waa  guilty  of 
Falsehood  in  asserting  his  Freedom  &  bad  no  legal  Power  to  make 
such  an  Engagement. 

I  am  so  unnappj  aa  also  to  differ  in  Opinion  with  you  in  the 
reciprocal  Justice  of  Mr.  Penrose's  finding  a  substitute  tot  this  sailon. 
I  do  not  see  under  wh^  kind  of  Obligation  he  ci^n  be  to  find  the 
Csiptiiin  anotbet  Sailor;  it  appears  to  me  to  be  equivalent  to  keeping 
die  Servant ;  if  a  Man  should  be  so  unlucky  as  to  purchase  a  Stolen 
Horse  he  might  as  well  insbt  that  the  right  Owner  should  find  him 
another  before  he  would  ^restore  the  Horse  stolen  to  the  tnie  Pro- 
prietoar. 

But,  M  JW  observe,  the  Captain  refuses  oompi j^ing  with  your  Ordera 
for  the  Delivexy  of  the  Servant^  it  wUl  be  a  Relief  to  yo%  aa  well  ap 
myself  to  fioqwnt  you  that  Mr.  Penrose  has.been  direeted  to  oonforo 
ta  ih#  l^^ws  d  the  Stat^»  ^  pursue  hia  Measnres  aoooidingly*. 
I  amy  Sir»  with  dn#  Qespeot,  .    . 

Yowr  obed.  Bbbto  Servt, 

J.  ^*  . 

Sept.  16, 1779. 


'Col.  i.  Nicola  to  Council,  1T79. 

Sept.  17th,  1779. 
Sir. 

1  aa  fisvoviied  with  yours  of  this  days  date  &  beg  leave  through 
you  to  inform  bis  Szcell^,  the  Hcbl*  Board,  that  the  nsual  way  of 
transferring  an  officer  to  the  Invalid  Corps  is  by  a  warrant  or  order 
to  me  to  receive  hin^,  from  the  Board  of  War  or  General  Washinffton. 
No  officer  having  been  promoted,  on  coming  into  the  reg*  I  could  not 
give  a  direct  answer,  then  applied  to  the  Buard  of  war,  whose  answer 
is  that  the  Invalid  Corps  bemg  looked  as  an  easy  retreat  for  life,  it 
was  an  established  nile  no  promotion  waa  to  take  place  therein. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Directed^ 

To  Mr.  James  Trimble,  Under  Secretary  to  the  Hoi*  Executive 
Council  at  the  Secretaries  offioe. 

*  See  page  699. 
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RiCHD.  Delapt  &o.,  to  ,  1779. 

Bedford.  Sent  17ih,  1779. 
Sir, 

This  Day  arriTed  here  Capt.  Samnel  Paxtodi  with  twentj-oae 
Hen,  who  had  been  oat  at  Frankstown  on  a  Toar  of  Militia  Dafcj, 
bv  order  of  Colonel  Jamea  Martin ;  the  Capt  reports  that  dviiog 
his  stay  at  that  Plaoe,  whioh  was  about  sixteen  Days,  He,  with  boom 
of  his  Men,  ranged  the  Woods  at  least  ten  Miles  aroond  the  Foft. 
And  last  Week  he  discovered  at  the  Head  of  Frankstown  Watereis 
the  AUogany  Mountain,  s  Rendesvoas  Plaee  the  Indians  bare  had  for 
some  time  past }  there  was  erected  ten  Bark  Honses  in  their  Wtj, 
each  of  which  would  do  for  three  to  sleep  under,  it  appeared  tbt 
three  of  the  said  Shades  or  Houses  had  been  occupied  about  three 
or  four  Days  before.  We  mention  this  as  one  cireumstanoe  of  ov 
Fears;  We  understand  that  Colooel  Broadhead  hasdestrojed  Um 
Indian  Towns  in  the  Forks  of  Allegany,  and  we  think  it  a  gmft 
thing;  bul  at  the  same  Time  we  lie  exposed  here)  and  from  ike 
nature  of  Indians  they  look  for  revenge,  and  of  oourBO  we  must  be 
the  first  Victims  of  their  Rage,  as  we  lie  nearest  and  most  oonvenieDt 
to  them*  We  are  also  without  Powder  to  enable  ns  to  defend  01t^ 
selves,  even  if  we  bad  Men,  and  snob  a  Baekwardneaa  appesn  is 
some  of  our  officers,  that  we  dread  the  Consequence.  We  hope  joor 
Exeellency  and  the  Honourable  Gonncil  will  take  the  Premises  iako 
consideration,  and  send  such  relief  as  you  may  think  most  proper  for 
the  safety  of  this  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 
We  are,  with  due  respect,     . 

Your  Sxcelienegr'p  Humble  8ert% 

RICHARD  DELAPT, 
THOMAS  ANDERSON, 
.     .  .  .  .his, 

MICHAEL  M    FBATHH, 

mark 
HBNRT  WERTZ, 
JACOB  SAYLER, 
JOHN  GRAHAM, 
JACOB  THERSH, 
THOMAS  HAY, 
WILLUM  EULES. 
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Mb*  HoLKiB  TO  Pk88.  Rbx]^,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  y  IS^  Bef^,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  hoDor  of  reniadiog  your  SxoelleBej  of  the  neecerity 
of  collecting  the  sapplies  which  I  hare  taken  the  fibertr  (rf  claiming 
Aoiii  the  ezeriioDS  of  Ooveraoienty  &  whioh  yoa  have  been  eo  Kind 
as  to  profiiBr  in  order  to  give  me  that  aariatanoe  &  aid  which  waa 
become  neeeanryfor  procaring  provieioDB  for  hia  Migea^'i  fleet; 
In  my  kst  I  observed  that  the  demands  wem  very  urgent;  I  have 
now  some  reason  to  imagine  that  they  may  possibly  m  immediate. 
I  therefore  reqoest  that  what  cab  be  ooUected  forthwith  be  deUvered 
to  the  Penona  whoat  I  may  appoint  to  rqeeive  the  aamci  to  be  die* 
posed  of  in  conseouence  of  future  directions  whiph  may  be  forwarded 
me.  Tour  Excellency  well  knows  that  all  my  Dependance  in  the 
prsaenl  oirenmalancea  is  npdn  Government,  J1&  1  am  pettuaded 
nothing  will  be  oautted  on  your  part  to  ^ve  compleat  aatiafaction  | 
if  nothing  can  be  obtained  I  earnestly  lotreat  you  to  inform  mo 
thereof  with  all  possible  Speed,  so  as  I  may  take  those  precantiona 
wUak  may  be  deemM  necessary** 

I  Bemain  with  due  Bespect| 
Tour  Ezoellenciy's  most 

obedient  k  humble  Servant^ 

HOLKEB. 

Hia  Excellency  Joseph  Seed,  Esq^^^  Preat  of  the  State. 


C.  X,  Thomas  McExak  to  Pbxs.  Bbid,  1779. 

Sir, 

Upon  the  best  information  T  can  ohtidn  as  yet  I  find  among 
the  prisoners  in  the  new  goal  the  followii^  Traitors,  via. : 

1.  John  Papley.-*He  left  the  ei^  of  Phikd^  in  Seoer  last,  waa 
taken  bv  the  Cionfederaoy  in  a  I/*  of  Marque  Scheoner  called  the 
P^tsey,  bound  from  St  Christophers  for  New*¥ork.— His  eommia- 
aion  aa  Captain  ag'  The  United  States  b  at  the  Board  of  Navy.— 
His  wife  &  £un^y  reside  in  Seoomd-street  opposite  to  Mr.  David 
Beveridge. 

2.  Wm.  Byan.--A  hoiae-joekcy  hy  FhAmioh|^tilI  lately*  ho 

*  See  CoL  Bee,  VoL  XIL,  p.  109. 
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joined  the  British  Anny,  yu.,  in  Septem'^  1777 ;  he  marobed  vith 
them  to  NewrTork  in.  Jaiie,.17Z&  Hewn  Ukeu  m»  Captain  of 
marines  on  board  of  the  privateer  sloop  Jenny  of  New* York. 

8.  Jo^ph- Moffat.— 'He  joined  the  British  army  when  in  Phik^, 
marched  with  them  to  New- York,  and  was  taken  on  board  a  schooner, 
prise  to  the  PriTdteer  Bayard  of 'New  York. 

4v  Jobn  OoDBol. — ^Formerly  a  Mboolmaster  near  Ooneord  ii 
Obealer  Oounty,  from  whence  he  came  atkd  joined  tba  British  Anij 
when  in  Philad**— 4narebed  with  them  to  New-York|  sad  was  tsbi 
en  board  the  Ptivateer  Intrepid. 

5.  Joseph  Paxton.— He  ts  a  freelidder  ia  Bnokn  •oanty,  joioel 
the  British  Army  when  ia  this  eity,  and  was  taken  privoner  ia  tbi 
Fort  at  Stony  P^nt. 

6.  JaeobOatehens^-^Oiplain  ef  the  Enemy's  PrivrntMr  Imperti- 
nent.  He  was  an  Inhabitant  of  Philad<*,  and  went  with  the  Sneaij 
to  New-York  in  Jaofe^  1778. 

7.  Samnel  Sannders.— Pilot  in  the  abovs  Pritateer,  ft  joined  tke 

Enemy  with  Gatoheus. 

^  — ^They  respectively  joined  the  Britlili 

8.  Jas.  Thompson,    /  Army  when  in  Philad^^^  went  with  them 

9.  Oharks  McClain,  >  to  New- York,  and  were  taken  as  printes 

10.  John  McDonald.  V  on  board  the  Enemy's  Privateer  Inlpe^ 

J  tinent. 

11.  Zachariah  Hntchins-H>f  Philad**— went  abont  2  years  ago  to 
Virginia,  perhaps  longer,  &  wastrieen  on  board  the  Impertinent  ts 
a  Prise-Master. 

12.  James 'Dawsoui     v 
18.  Edward  HolUnd,    ] 

14.  John  Shannon,  Mp^rU^   from    the    State-Oajlies  of 

15.  Charles  McBride>  f      Pepiisylvania,— joined    the    Brili* 

16.  John  Nardin,  \     Army  or  Navy  at  Philad>*  in  1777 

17.  I'&omaB  0«ithrey,  [      ftnd  1778,  and  were  taken  in  difitrat 

18.  Robert  Dodd,  I  vessels  belonglnff  to  the  Enemy. 
19*  WiUfcm  Bnghes,  \  ^ 
20.  John  Entes."^  /  Hns  been  tried  about  a  fortn%bt  age  by 

'         W^eonrt  martial,  Ice. 

If  I  TO  by  any  aaem  .m\^  jnielUgeqoe;  of  any  ^ther  Traiion 
amobg  the  Friioneis  it  shan  M  bommnnioated  to  the  Council,  sod 
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■hall  wait  their  direotioDS  with  respect  to  the  aboye.    The  eonrti  of 
Ojer  k  Terminer^  fto.|  hegfn  here  this  day* 
I  am  Sir, 

with  the  ntmoet  regard 

Tour  &eelIeDo/s  &  the  Goaneira 
inoet  obedient  homble  serraat^ 

THO.  M'KIAN .« 
Philadelphia^  Septem'  20%  1779. 

Dnrteiedf 

His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Be^^  Esquire,  pMeident,  &o.,  of  Peim- 
sjlvania. 


Council  to  Henky  Fxsheb,  1779« 

PhOadelphia,  Septr  21, 1779. 
Rr, 

Mrs.  Hiteheock  haa  r^resented  to  the  OooiioU  that  she  has  been 
under  a  neoessity  of  givinff  joa  and  the  people  at  Lewis  notice  of 
the  approaoh  of  ships  in  &e  offing,  which  has  been  attended  with 
considerable  troable  to  her,  altho'  very  necessary  on  aooonnt  of  the 
superior  opportanity  she  has  of  discovering  them  at  sea — and  she 
requests  to  be  allowed  pay  for  a  boy  for  this  purpose.  The  Conncil 
direct  me  to  request  yon  will  make  a  representation  to  thcte  how 
this  matter  is  oiroamstanced,  in  order  to  enable.them  to  judge  what 
is  proper  to  be  done  i^  the  am^ 

Bbe  iJso  rsprwonts  that  the  foundation  of  the  Light  Hoose  is 
endangered  by  the  wash,  which  the  Council  also  request  you  will 
examine  and  write  to  them  what  appears  necessary  to  be  done  lo 
preserve  it  from  further  damage. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Your  very  hiimUe  aervant, 

T.M.,8ee'y. 
IHreded, 
To  Mr.  Henry  Fisher  at  Lewes  Town. 

•  See  Col.  Bee..  Vol  Xn.,  p.  110. 
80» 
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CaPT.  JA8.  MONTaOMBET  TO  PKS8.  BuB,  1779, 

J/mt  (kti^,  Sept  21-",  1779. 
Sir. 

I  hvn  iho  FkiBore  of  InformiDg  yonr  EzoelleDoy  tbat  after 
Weathering  a  Yerey  hard  Oale  of  wUkI  that  laated  four  dm  aai 
Drove  U8  to  the  Soathward  of  the  Oapea  of  Ylrgiiney,  thank  God  we 
have  Suffered  Very  litUe.  On  Saturday,  at  4  A.  M.,  S«v  •  Stfl 
Gloae  a  board  of  na.  Got  oar  Ship  Clear  as  soon  as  Poeaabell,  and 
give  her  Chace  at  8  P.  M.,  Came  a  looff  Side  of  her.  She  Prooved 
to  bee  the  Brig*  Bayeard,  Privateer  of  New  York,  of  ten  Gone  aad 
fortey-five  men ;  they  had  thrown  their  Onna  over  board  in  the  Gak ; 
we  have  Brooght  them  in  hear  to  Beefit.  She  ia  the  teteat  Sailing 
Yessell  I  have  seen  this  Sammer,  and  Should  your  Ezeellencry  want 
a  Small  Yeasell  fox  the  State  I  think  you  can  Get  Non  better.  Sbc 
is  Gompleat  in  Stoarl  of  all  Kind,  and  Wants  Nothing  but  aone 
Bepaairs,  as  Shee  Suffered  Yerey  much  in  the  Gale,  f  Came  iato 
the  Capes  yesterday,  b«t  it  Blowing  Yerey  hard  at  EL  N.  B.  Wovld 
Not  Yenture  in  the  Bead,  and  having  so  maney  Prisnera  on  boaid 
4idNQtCareto^aNether  G^eat  Sea;  Stood  un  tha  Bay  and 
anchored  at  this  Place  at '9  P*  H.  This  will  be  delivered  to  your 
Sxoellency  by  Lt  Carsonj  who  will  In  form  you  more  fulley  of  the 
weather  the  Ship  made  in  the  Gale.  The  weather  Not  aamittiDg 
us  to  go  in  to  the  Road  a  Greaabell  to  your  Exoellenoy's  orders  to 
me  before  I  Ief)i  Philadelphia,  Shall  Sxpcct  your  ordera  hear^  whieh 
Bhall  boe  Punptttley  abayed  by 

your  BxeeUeoo/a 

Huoh  obUg*  Stfv*^ 

JASBS  HOinnoiiaRT.* 

His  Bzoellenoy  Joaeph  f^ed,  Bsq* 

*  See  C^.  Beo.,  ToL  XH,  p.  120. 
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Ephbaim  BtAxm  to  Pbss.  Rmd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  B^fk^m.  SSi*^,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  dfulj  eeniomption  rf  Flow  for  the  aopport  of  our  Anngr  hi 
very  great,  and  o«r  Magauoes  quite  exbaoatedt  Thia  will  require 
(ke  greateat  exertion  ia  the  GomfDiaaari^  of  Porohaae  to  prooure 
thai  Artiele^  otherviae  the  ArmywiU  uadoubtedlj  aaffar  for  want  of 
Srel^l-— The  qnafttity  d^fnanded  from  mj  distriot  ia  Ooe  hundred  & 
^Ij  Ihooaand  Barrda^  (SeveAty  thousand  of  whioh  is  the  quota  for 
ihia  State).  To  exeeute  thia  huaineaa  under  the  present  unhapM 
Snirit  of  fi«toirtipn  and  Monopoly  whioh  prevails  generalljr  with 
jnankiod,  wiU  require  the  Aid  of  the  flzeeutlTe  and  Legislative 
Authprity  of  the  re^peetive  Statea^— I  beg  your  Ezoellency  and 
Council  would  please  to  grant  such  asaiatapoe  as  your  Wisdom  may 
flee  pmdent,  to  enaUe  me  to  prooure  the  quantity  demanded. 

Annexed  your  EUoellenoy  baa  the  names  of  my  assistants  in  this 
State.  Should  you  approve  of  them  pleaae  to  signify  it  by  line,  ai^d 
anoh  aa  you  disapprove  of  pleaae  to  mention,  and  recommend  those 
whom  your  Excellency  know  to  be  active  men  and  capable  to  answer 
the  public  demands  in  the  Execution  of  their  Offices — 

For  the  City  &  County  of  Philadelphia  Chaloner  &  White,  Backs 
County  Nicholas  Patterson,  Cheater  William  Bvana,  The  lewer 
district  of  Lancaster  Matthiaa  Slough,  the  upper  Cornelius  Cox. 
Berks  Peter  Aston  Jun'.  Northampton  Rob^  Lettis  Hooper  (resignd) 
York  Town  Henry  Miller.  Cumberland  &  Bedford  Jamea  Smith. 
Northumberland  William  Maolay. 

They  have  all  taken  the  Oaths  of  Office  and  Allegiance  and  have 
beep  active  ip  the  exeoutioi^  of  their  rsspeotive  duties. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  much  Esteem  k  Regard 

Tour  Exeelleney's  most  Obedient  ^ 
moat  humble  Servant 

EPH.  BLAINB,  D.  D.  Q* 

Hi8  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Bs^uire  President  of  the  State  of 
Fsnnsjthruiia. 

*  0ae  €^  Boo.,  Vol  xn.,  p.  lit. 
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,  Jims.  Gbkajld  to  Pas3*  Rses,  1779. 

A  Monsieur  le  President  et  an  CooBeil  Supreme  Bx^eotif  dt 
TEtat  ie,  Peas^avie. 

MeBsieoni 

Lea  mtrqaes  flatiMuea  d'esiima  et  d'ijit^rrftt  qae  Tana  Toolfebs 
me  doDoer,  me  pendtrent  de  la  plus  Tive  feooDnaiesanae.  Ja  m'* 
time  heureax  d'aYt>ir  m^ritd  voire  SafTrageetle  t^moigDagaqaaTOu 
tend^s  an  idle  avee  lequel  je  me  Sois  apKqn^  k  eimanCer  par  to« 
kfl  mojens  qui  ^ient  en  mon  ponvoir,  voire  eonfianee  dam  I'aai- 
ti{  du  Roi  mon  Maitre,  ainsi  que  I'nnion  et  la  bonne  intalfigeDM 
antra  lee  denx  Nations.  G'est  avee  une  Satiafaetiou  infinie,  Mei- 
aieurs,  que  je  Saisis  cette  oceasioh  de  rendre  de  moa  odt€  homnuge 
aux  dispositions  que  vons  av^s  montr^  dans  le  oonrs  de  ma  misHM 
pour  oontribuer  au  m^mebut  Salutaire  par  la  maniere  dont  toqi 
av^s  exerce  rautorit^  qui  vons  est  oonfi^. 

Pen^tre  de  oes  Sentimens,  Messieurs,  et  de  la  canfianee  qui  tou 
est  d^e  k  tant  de  titres,  II  ne  me  reste  qn'k  vona  prkr  d^agreer  aies 
remerciemens  pour  tons  les  proc^d^  que  j'ai  epronve  de  voire  ptrt 
tant  comme  Mintstre  public  que  personeHement^  ainsi  qua  mea  foeu 
pour  voire  bonbeur  et  voire  proep^rii€. 

OEBARD. 

A  PbUadelpbie^  la  22.  7bre,  1779. 


Jbdidiah  Skowpsn  to  Pass.  Bexd,  1779. 

To  his  Exoellencjy  tbe  President,  And  to  The  Honorable  tiie 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 
Gentlemen: 

The  part  I  have  early  taken  in  our  Contest,  both  in  pmnt  of  Par. 
aonal  service  and  in  lending  my  money  to  the'  StateSy  have  in  its 
oonseqaanaas  totally  pQt.lieL  c|nt  of  all  business ;  and  wete  I  nov  to 
draw  my  money  out  of  the  funds,  it  would  not  possibly  put  me  sgiia 
into  it,  on  aoeonnt  of  the  very  great  Depreciation  of  our  aimeacy- 
In  iihia  aitoaitioii  I  am  |tt.  fressvt,  irith  tha  additional  eahunitf  of 

Eying  a  high  rent,  &  subject  to  the  high  advanced  damaada  of  mj 
tndlord,  as  his  avarice,  or  the  depreciation  of  the  money  may  hippM 
to  point  ont  In  thm  iii^iatSoD,  I  am^]|^  to  hope  k  applj  fer 
the  Friendship  of  your  board,  In  giving  ma  same  plaoa  nndar  joo 
thai  woold  yield  ausienanca  for  my  sdf  &  family,  &  pa?ant  uj 
apandinff  tha  small  remains  of  my  Batata.  And  as  the  Ofies  (^ 
Clark  of  tha  Mathat  is  at  praaant  vacant,  I  would  thankftilly  aeoept 


rBStmihYAmL  abohivbs  um         vos 

an  appointment  to  tbat  Offioe  if  joa  shonld  think  me  oapable  of  the 
tnMt  &  woithy  the  plaoe. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

vMk  BeepeetAiUy, 

joor  obedient^  hnmble  Senraat^ 

JEDIDIAH  SNOWDBir. 
September  22, 1779. 


BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Fbbs.  Bbbd,  1779.  ' 

Extraot  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  in  the  Western  Army,  oom« 
manded  by  Major  General  Sidliran^  dated  Konadasageay  9^  Sep- 
tember,  1779. 

Since  the  Aetlon  of  the  29*^  of  last  Month,  the  Indians  have  fled  at 
the  Approach  of  onr  Army,  &  left  their  Settlements  to  oar  Merer. 
Newtown,  Konowareliala,  FrMioh  Katherines,  Candai|  Shayes,  Gagh« 
soonghwa  &  Konadasagea,  are  great  heaps  of  Rain ;— besides  thesf, 
.we  have  bamt  a  naoiW  of  scattering  Houses,  &  destroyed  a  large 
Country  of  Com,  Pampkios,  Cymblins^  OoeumberB,  Water  Mellons^ 
Peaches  fr  Apples. 

I'hb  day  we  shall  set  out  for  Genessee,  A  lay  that  Coantry  fn 
ashes:  The  Enemy  having  retired  to  Niagara,  we^zpeet  no  Oppo^ 
sition  as  we  Advance^  bat  an  Attack  as  we.  retom. 


Extraot  of  a  Letter  firom  Easfton,  22<  S^S  1779. 

"  Last  Svening  an  (Mker  of  the  western  Army  arrived  here.  He 
'■left  ^  Army  tbe9<*,  A  says  they  are  healthy  bat  in  great  Want  of 
^ftiH',  whicAi  will  pfobably  eanse  the  Flax  to  rage'  among  them  in  a 
<^  short  time,  as  they  subsist  mostify  on  fresh  Meat,  Com  ft  ^^Is^ 
•^  ninll  which  1^  Jh^  gremi  Fknfy.  I  hope  there  will  be  a  sitfll- 
■■  eient  Supply  of  IVevfoion  at  Tioga  for  the  Army  when  thiey  retfir4| 
»  whieh  will  be  the  last  of  this  Month.'^ 


9ID  SnUfflTLVASIA  JLBCmYSB  mt. 

Sir, 

The  foregoing  is  all  tlie  IntellSgeMe  we  haye  reeeived  from  0«b. 
BqIUmi's  Army  mo^  tk$  29^  Ang^.    Am  yon  may  probably  visli 
to  know  tbeir  8it^ti9ii|  we  4o  oureelveB  the  Honour  to  infoim  jon. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  mnoh  Esteem, 

Tour  yeiy  obed.  Ser?««, 

BIGHARD  PETEB8, 
In  Behalf  of  the  Bond. 
J>ireciedf 
Hia  EzoeUenoy,  Preaident  Reed. 


Cofi*  Beophiab  90  PBI0.  BmH  1779. 

Pittobvq^,  Sepr  2a^,  17». 
•Sear  Sir, 

I  h«Te  bolesed  to  the  meddent  of  the  board  of  W^r  the  Copy  of 
a  letter  herewith  sent  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  ATving  an  Aoeomt 
fif  ffiy  inepew  agonal  the  Sene^aa  &  UnaQiei^  Thia  yon  will  be 
immediately  Moq^einted  with,«and  I  am  aoie  it  will  aSbri  jw 
Pleasure. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  Delawarea,  Wyondota  i 
Haquichees  tribes  of  the  Shawnese  Nation,  seem  disposed  for  peace ; 
their  talks  I  haye  likewise  inclosed  to  the  Board  of  War,  And  if  I 
was  possest  of  a  few  Goods  &  some  trinkets,  I  should  donbtlett 
engage  them  to  go  against  the  Enemy.  Indeed,  the  Delawares  sees 
rei^y  to  i^IIow,inf  wherein  I  go.       • 

But  my  officers  and  Soldiers  are  exceeding  ragged ;  the  Sel&n 
naked,  wd  {^m  wifortun^y  gieatilydiiiUeeiiQd  to  wani  of  Glolhiiig 
&  Money  to  relieve  their  neossaitiee.  Ineomqeb  th«t  pnUie  ■» 
Mgavd  la  paid  to  th#  Om  of  the  Troops,  I  UMift  eh9«4j  ^^V^ 
IU9  Exelc^  the  commander  in  «hief  to  appoiiit  aikothar  peim  ti 
itake  the  Command,  &  gjive  me  leaife  W  hand  him  my'C^miattoa. 

VtQ^  id}  iWQWiions,  I  xequttst  Co^Si^pheo  M  wpte  to  Ool*  Joba 
3ayard)  and  I  therefore  beg  be  will  {M|id<»n  ni|,a»d  he  aaRrad  IM 
it  is  not  for  want  of  a  most  sincere  regard  &  esteem  that  I  do  aot 
write  to  him. 

I  frequently  hear  of  Gkntlemen  bmn^  promoted  by  Oongrasi  lor 
extraordinary  merit,  and  I  heartily  wish  they  may  eonsMMT  »; 
worthy  Lieu*  Hardin. 
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I  hope  a  seeond  mippi j  of  Stores  is  on  the  road  for  m j  Re^* ; 
And  ^ye  nie  le»?9  to  beg  jon  onoe  more  to  interest  yoonelf  in  its 
fityor  to  procore  some  good  Blankets,  Shirts,  Hats,  Shoes  &  StookingSi 
&  Leggings,  or  woollen  overalls  for  the  men. 

If  oar  State  or  its  legislative  bodj  have  not  vet  allowed  a  greater 
bounty  for  recruits,  I  fear  most  of  my  good  Men  whose  terms  are 
expired,  will  enter  into  the  Yirginia  Corps. 

With  every  mark  of  the  most  perfect  regard  &  Bsteemi  1  have  the 
"Honor  to  be,  Dear  Sirj 

yo^r  most  Obed^  & 

ami  Hbb.  Strv^ 

PANIBL  BSODHEAD. 
HiftS^eeU'yOor&aad. 

P.  S.— I  h^ve  been  oblidged  to  lend  some  Shoes  &  Blankets  whioli 
wefe  drawn  for  my  B«ig*j  to  Oapt*  Morehead's  &  Irwin's  men^  who 
.went  on  t^p  Exp^tion. 

».  B. 


Frs.  Bbw  «o  Ool.  Wm.  HKNKTy  1T79. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  great  Concern  that  we  find  a  continual  Source  of  Ezpence 
&  that  very  njavy  for  the  Bepair  of  Arms  delivered  to  the  Militia — 
^(Hiietimes  bein^  put  only  a  few  Muster  Days  they  return  the  Arms 
in  such  a  Condition  as  to  take  oonsiderable  sums  to  repair  them-^ 
Ton  will  therefore  Sir,  immediately  si^ify  to  the  Offic^n  the  Ne- 
cessity of  their  Paying  a  suitable  Attention  to  this  Matter,  for  which 
Purpose  you  will  direct  the  Captain  to  have  the  Gun^  carried  to  their 
Houses  after  flzercise  and  they  to  be  answeiable  for  their  Conditioo 
Accidents  excepted. 

I  an  Sir» 

YoorObed.  HUleSerf*. 

Sep.  28. 
Directed^ 
To  Golon^  Vmtjp 

1  / 
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PBUIDSNT  BsID  to  SpBAKBB  of  AflSBMBLT,  1779* 

Sir, 

When  tbe  Yoice  of  my  Ooaniry  called  me  into  pnbliok  SUiioii  I 
could  not  oonsiBteot  with  my  Sense  of  Datj  either  refnie  or  btfgaia 
for  mj  Seryioes.  I  aooepted  the  Pobt  I  now  hold  pTesaming  uoq 
the  JoBtioe  &  Liberality  of  the  State  that  I  ahonld  bo  enabled  to 
aapport  its  Credit  &  Honoar  as  its  first  Offiioer  k  that  without  hi- 
ther lessening  the  yery  moderate  Fmits  of  priTate  Indostry  ft  Soe-' 
cess.  It  is  painful  to  a  Mao  of  delicate  Feelings,  and  who  certainly 
did  not  obtrude  himsrif  won  the  Pnblick  to  ask  this  Kind  of 
Attention  but  to  whatever  8e\{  Denial  or  Sacrifices  I  may  be  willing 
to  submit  I  should  think  my  Silence  criminal  to  a  Number  of  Yalu- 
able  &  fftithful  Servants  of  the  Publiek  whom  the  Depreeiatioii  of 
the  Money  has  distressed  ft  who  must  sink  into  Poverty  ft  Bain. 
In  a  few  Weeks  the  good  People  of  Pennsylvania  will  have  an  Opff 
of  expressing  their  &nse  of  my  Services  ft  Oonduei  If  ome  moie 
acceptable  shall  meet  with  their  Favour  I  shall  with  Pleasure  return 
to  that  Station  from  whence  their  Confidence  raised  me,  but  I  will 
not  abandon  them  on  account  of  any4>rivate  Considerations,  depand- 
iog  on  their  Justice  to  Compensate  the  Disappointment  arising  from 
the  Depreciation.  I  have  endeavoured  with  decent  Oeoonomy  to 
support  tbe  Bank  in  wb(ch  I  wa^.pJaced,  if  thii  is  to  be  a  private 
Lobs  I  shall  submit  without  murmurins  but  it  will  be  so  ezpreasive 
to  me  of  the  Sense  of  the  People,  that  I  shall  hereafter  regnlata  mj 
Expences  by  my  Income  depending  upon  the  Candour  of  uie  World 
to  excuse  Appearances  &  Attentions  which  Custom  &  the  Opinioo  of 
Mankind  have  made  almost  indispensable  in  publiek  Characters. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  every  Gentleman  in  Office  will  view 
Ibis  subject  in  the  same  Point  of  Light,  of  course  he  will  not  oonai- 
der  my  Itesolution  as  forming  any  Line  for  him  I  am  so  senmble  of 
the  Worth  ft  Services  of  those  Gentlemen  that  I  should  hope  one 
lane  of  Justice  may  be  drawn  for  all,  &  should  be  unhappy  in  the 
deflexion  that  as  our  Services  ft  Duties  are  mingled  our  interests 
should  be  separated. 

^  I  leave  it  Sir,  to  year  Prudence  ft  that  of  the  Hon.  House  to  eon- 
sider.this  Latter  as  puUiek  or  private.  Havins  no  Yiewaor  designs 
which  I  could  wish  to  conceal  from  the  World  its  being  inserted  on 
the  Minutes  or  submitted  to  the  private  Inspection  of  the  Uemben 
only  will  be  equally  agreeable  to  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  ft  very 

HbbteSw^, 

J.  BESDyPkMd. 


JPBNNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVE8  177».  71« 

F&B8.  Se£d  to  Mk.  Holxsr,  1779. 

I  semd  yon  berew!tb  tlie  Minatea  of  Coonoil  in  AnBwer  to  your 
ApplioaHon  of  the  Indt— ^ince  which  Col.  BlaJn  has  informoJ 
me  that  there  are  4000  Barrels  of  Flour  at  Baltimore  on  yoar  Ao(f 
&  your  Afrent  there  was  receivinff  2000  more,  a  Supply  which  it  is 
hoped  will  answer  present  Necessities.  The  inclosed  Extract  from 
a  Letter  of  that  Gentleman  presented  yesterday  to  as  will  show  that 
notwithstanding  our  earnest  Wishes  to  render  the  fleet  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  every  Service,  all  our  Exertions  are  required  for 
the  Support  of  the  continental  Army  ft  added  to  those  of  the  General 
oommuDioated  to  you  the  other  Day  must  agreeable  to  your  own 
Opinion  sufficiently  justi^^  postponing  your  Demand  till  their 
Necessities  are  satisfied,  tf  hy  taking  other  Precautions  you  mean 
to  purchase  by  your  own  Agents,  I  think  ft  my  Duty  to  inform  yon 
that  such  a  Procedure  either  directly  or  indirectly  will  by  no  Means 
be  agreeable  to  the  Authority  of  Uiis  State  for  Reasons  which  we 
mentioned  in  our  fbrmar  Letters.* 
I  am  Sir, 


jour  obed.  Bbbla  S^rv.^ 

J.  S.i  Prwdest 


J$tdor$6d, 
m%  Sept*  24tilbj  Toiht  HonUe  Mr.  Holker. 


F&BS»  Bbsp  so  Board  of  Vf^J^  1779. 

Phflada,,  Sept  25, 177&.  . 
CFanileiMiii 

I  received  ydur  Favour  of  the  24  InBt.,f  but  have  not  laid  it  yet 
l>efore  the  Council,  because  it  seems  to  have  been  wrote  under  a 
Budden  Impulse,  which  probably  occasioned  a  Mode  of  Expression 
that  wQuld  not  have  been  used  on  farther  Consideration.  But  if 
the  Board  is  of  Opinion  it  will  not  tend  to  interrupt  the  confidential 
Inteicbnrse  we  have  preserved,  I  will  communicate  it  to  morrow. 
The  Facts  are  mistaken  upon  wbiek  it  is  grounded,  the  Reasoning 
in  my ,  Ji»dgm^&t.  ertodaona;  the  Consequences  of  course  nnoon- 
oluaive. — We  have  no  stationary  Purchaser  at  Baltimore ;  we  have 

•  Sm  Col.  Bee.,  ToL  XU.,  p.  112. 

f  Not  found.  • 
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bad  no  OompQiilioiiy  nor  raised  any  Prices.  We  made  aettol 
Purchase  at  tnat  Place  at  Rates  far  more  moderate  than  thej  eosld 
have  been  had  here.  There  are  at  this  Time  Purchasers  in  thisCitj 
from  three  States  besides  your  Agent  all  nncontrool'd  by  ns.  And 
yon  most  remeniber  that  in  your  Letter  of  the  lOtk  Insk  yos  ex- 
pressly declined  oompiying  with  our  Bequest  to  lav  your  Agest 
under  Restrictions.  In  that  Letter  you  represent  the  Danger  of 
Competition  as  sunposed.  I  oannot  see  aqy  Reason  why  it  ahoaid 
be  real  in  Marylana,  &  not  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Intention  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress  we  can  only  gitlier 
from  their  Expression,  and  as  there  is  no  Home  made  CloatluD|  to 
be  purchased  (as  Congress  mueit  well  know)  I  apprehend  the  Beeolfc 
must  have  a  different  Meaning  than  you  oonceive,  or  it  etn  ban 
none  -—The  present  Plan  of  Cloa^hing  seems  adapted  to  trsnsfer  ill 
the  Odium  of  the  Nakedness  of  the  Troops  upon  the  respeotin 
States  as  they  are  to  be  accountable  for  an  undefined  Deficient 
while  they  are  restricted  in  even  providing  against  it  by  the  noat 
natural  &  obvious  Means.  Had  you  agreed  to  our  Propoesl  to  iUor 
us  the  Preferenoe  of  our  own  Market^  the  complaint  of  going  elis- 
where  would  have  had  a  fair  &  just  Weight.  But  to  tell  us  that  ill 
other  Purchasers  may  come  to  Pennsylvania,  but  Pennsylvania  mat 
be  confined  to  her  own  State  is  on  the  face  c^  it  so  unreasonable  thit 
you  certainly  haye  not  considered  it  with  yonr  usual  Aoonney  & 
AttaBtiim.-~We  know  yery  well  the  other  States  will  proceed  ii 
their  Purchases  notwithstanding  your  Bepresentationa,  because  jov 
Cloathing  Department  hss  never  had  sumdent  Confidence  or  Cidit 
to  prevent  the  Necessity  of  their  S^rtionSy  &  thev  will  not  do  it  tke 
less  for  a  specific  &  urgent  Call  which  tho'  a  very  late  one  will  affori 
a  Ground  to  blame  them  if  there  are  any  Wants.  In  my  JudguMfit 
you  have  but  one  Choice  either  to  take  the  whole  Buainemapoi 
yourselves  &  be  responsible — or  to  give  every  State  the  Pretooea 
of  its  own  Market,  leavmg  it  to  regulate  its  relative  Condoet  to 
other  States  as  it  ean  &  you  taking  the  Surplus  if  any.  These  an 
only  my  private  Sentiments.  I  hope  they  are  not  so  exprened  ai 
to  nve  any  Umbrage. 

Your  Letter  of  the  lOth  suggests  an  Assumption  of  Power  by  tbe 
State  with  Bespeat  to  the  Promotion  of  Officen  on  which  yooaic 
also  misinformed.  We  took  the  Return  as  sent  from  Camp,  where  n 
mipposed  the  matter  had  been  properly  conducted.  We  canot  mi 
the  Paragraph  to  Camp  on  AcC  of  the  Insinoationi  but  dioald  bi 
glad  to  have  the  Objection  to  Capt  Riley  &  Lieut  King's  Cf^ 
stated  on  the  true  Ground. 

I  am,  Qtutf 

your  moat  obod.  Hbble  Serv.i 

JOS.  REED. 
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0k9.  Haitd  to  Prm.  Bbsd,  1779. 

Camp  at  KaDawalahalj,  on  Tioga,  21  M flea 
from  the  Month  of  that  Riyer. 

25th  Septr,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Batisfaotion  to  inform  jonr  Exoellonoj  that  the  Boddj 
of  the  Army  nnder  Major  Oeoeral  Sallivans  Command  has  arrived 
at  this  place  on  its  return  from  the  Indian  Country,  having  oom- 
pleated  the  Desolation  of  all  the  .principal  Settlements  within  iU 
leaoh. 

The  loss  of  their  Crops  and  Houses  must  render  the  subsistanoe 
of  the  Savages  very  difficult  in  this  part  of  the  World,  so  much 
80,  that  I  think  they  oant  bring  any  considerable  Parties  into  ours — 
yet  as  we  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  Capture  any  of  them, 
and  as  no  terms  have  been  sousht  by  them,  I  am  apprehensive  that 
the  spirit ^of  revenge  so  natural  to  Savages,  which  their  good  allies 
the  English  will  not  lail  to  foment,  a  deiire  to  persuade  other 
nations  that  they  are  not  Conquered,  or  even  hungar  may  bring 
straggling  parties  on  our  Frontiers  this  fall. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  these  my  suggestions  to  yonr 
Excellency  that  yon  may  make  timely  proVision  for  the  seoority  of 
the  Frontiers,  shonld  yon  think  them  in  any  danger. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Sir,  with  much  respect^ 

yonr  Exoell'*  most  obed* 

&  most  Hnmble  Servant, 

BDW.  HAND. 

JHreetedf 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Seed,  Em}',  Presid*  of  the  Supreme  Exa^ 
vtive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsilvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

Fav*  by       V 
Slajor  Hoops. ) 
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Peiqi.  Of  OoHOE^aa  to  Pbss.  Bx»»  1779. 
(CSradari) 

Philwh,  26th  Sept;  1779. 
Sir, 

Yon  J$n\  receive  herewith  encloeedy  a  oqpj  of  an  Act  of  Congrai 
of  this  day,  earnestly  recommending  it  to  the  several  Statea  to  exert 
themselves  in  furnishing  the  allied  armaments  in  America  with  soel 
Aids  of  Men  &  Provisions  as  may  enable  them  to  operate  effeettuUy 
against  the  common  Enemy,  &  expel  them  from  this  Country. 

The  reasons  for  this  recommendation  are  fally  assigned  fai  tk 
Preamble  to  the  Resolution  ;  I  forbear  therefore  to  mnlUply  ai^ 
mcnt^  to  induce  a  compliance  with  a  requisition  which  every  mobn 
of  Interest,  Safety,  Honor  &  Regard  to  the  alliance  call  londly  ipoB 
everj  American  to  regard  ft  fulS, 
I  have  the  booor  to  be 

with  gnat  Reqieot  &  Bsteem, 

your  Sxedleno/a. 

most  obedient  Servuit, 

^JOHN  JAY, 
Preaideiit 

Directed f 
Hia  Excellency  President  Beed. 


OoL.  Mabstblub  to  Pbxsidxht  iLmD^  1779. 

Iiebanon,  Sep^  26<^,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  9^  September  came  to  my  Htndfl 
'  on  the  23*  brought  bv  an  Express  from  Reading,  u^n  the  Reicipt 
of  which  I  imm^iately  set  out  for  Waggons,  and  with  great  Dii- 
culty  got  the  promise  of  8  to  set  out  on  Tuesday  next.  Yoar 
Excellency's  Favour  of  the  23*  In^  is  now  before  me  to  which  I 
make  anawar. 

That  I  have  sent  to  M'  Tnmbull  160  Barrels  of  Flour 

That  I  have  sent  to  Reading  20  d*  to  be  forwarded 

And  have  now  at  Lebanon  80  d*  to  go  of 
this  week,  and  at  aondiey  MiUa  878  Buaheia  of  Wheal  which  ii 
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Mikiag  mto  Hour  with  tXi  poeaible  Dispiifloh,  mlack  will  mkke 
tibottt  170  Btrreb  6r  npiranUy  tliii  I  slwU  send  by  ring^  Iioadi  m 
hat  as  it  em  be  fimshodL  Seediag  ii  now  turer  and  Teams  will  be 
more  readily  proeeredlbsn  leiiaL  BaH  of  ike  Warn  I  bad  madoi 
to  wit  92  Bahreli  I  had.  to  grre  to  the  Ooiimkflagy^it  being  unfit  for 
Exportation ;  this  ia  a  ime  state  of  my  Purchases  aotoally  made 
and  paid  for. 

As  to  the  present  Times  it  is  diffionlt  to  proonre  Wheat,  the  old 
being  mostly  ezhaosted  and  the  new  not  yet  threshed,  and  if  it 
were  the  Farmers  are  nnwiHing  tb  part  with.the  same  for  the  lim- 
mitted  Price  unless  they  eata  purohase  their  Necessaries  in  Propor> 
tiou  thereto/^*-!  pivaume  npthing  will  indnoe  the  Farpiers  sooner  to 
thrash  &  Sell  their  Wheat  than  the  Opportunity  of  getting  Salt; 
therefore  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  me  %  reasons 
able  Quantity  of  that  ArMBf  hf  Ihis  Wkeka  Teems  to  eBBhangeior 
Wheat  or  Flour  upon  the  Terms  mentioned  in  your  Favour  of  the 
9«*  In*. 

Ton  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that  T  haye  done  my  utmost  Endeay* 
ours,  but  funce  the  Publication  of  the  Regulation  (to  which  I  am 
expressly  limmrtted)  I  oouldr  not  make  any  further  Purchases,  I 
shall  do  all  in'  my  rower  under  these  Circumstances,  until  I  shall 
reoeiye  your  further  Instructions  in  the  Premises.  I  haye  sent  a 
Copy  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  to  Col.  Motgan  at  Reading. 
With  the  greatest  Respect  I  reffidn 

'    Toujr  Exoelleno/s  most  ekedibtit 

and  yery  humble  S^ry* 

P.  MABSTEUiER  ♦ 
DireeUdj 

On  PudHc  scry  ice. 

To  Bis  Eixcellency  Joseph  Reed  B8q%  at  Philadelphia. 

^  Express. 


Jas.  OttAia  fte.,  to  Pftfis.  Rsbd,  17T9. 

.       .  PMlad%  28«  Sepir,  17T9. 

Sir,  ■       i^    , 

Tetfterday  ire  wef«  ttiforined  by  M'  TnmbttU  that  your  Bzedlleiiey 
had  cMintermanded  the  Voyage  ov  our  Sloop  wfaioh  we  had  Frekhted 
bim  ^e  T*"  Instest  to  take  Fieur  to  Boston  on  A^xmnt  cfthm 
State — Occasioned  by  an  immediate  supply  behig  wanted  for  Count 
De  Bstaing. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.»  YeL  XU,  p.  1X6. 
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\  At  this  oooasions  a  ooDfddenMe  ^UflapQinim*  to  qB|  aa  vtD  n  fti 
great  e^noe  in  fitliiiff  her  oat  for  tiie  and  Yojage.  We  M 
eateaai  it  a  jMrtioolar  &ror  (aa  aba  baa  Che  Floor  on  bond&icadj 
for  8aa)  tbat  if  tba  Franoh  Oonsuil  baa  ooeaaioa  for  anob  aTesi^ 
Toor  EzoeUoDoy  won'd  aasiat  oa  in  proenring  Fidgbt  firan  \m 
Idrher, 

Waara 

your  EzoelleDoj'a 
moat  Hble  Serr^* 

JA«.  GRAia,  Jim. 
PATTONDAVI8  4Ca 

fiia  SsoeUoBojr  Joaepb  Boed  Bmf  FMndani. 


l&BSOLutioire  ov  ras  Asbbmblt,  1779. 

In  Gkneral  Aaiombly  of  PennajlTania, 

Tuaadaj,  28<^  September,  1779,  A  M. 

The  Committee  appdmied  to  confer  farther  with  ConneD  od  As 
mbjeet  matter  of  ImI  evening's  oonferenoey  and  digeat  and  ditwip 
a  proper  plan  for  execatiag  the  meaenree  of  the  said  oonfereMei 
made  a  Report  in  writbg,  which  being  read  and  conrideied  f« 
nnanimooflly  agreed  to  aa  follows. 

Whereas  the  President  and  the  Supreme  ExeentiTe  Goond  ki« 
informed  this  Honsa  that  Congress  have  represented  to  them  tiiat 
considerable  Quantities  of  Flour  and  other  provisions  are  immefi- 
atelj  wanted  ifor  the  supply  of  the  fleet  of  our  August  Ally,  whieks 
hourly  expected  on  this  Coast  to  the  aid  and  assistance  of  tbea 
United  States. 

And  Whereaa  the  salt  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Publwk,  im 
that  auppoeed  ta  be  in  the  hands  of  private  persona  withm  this  Stitt 
for  sale  may  be  usefully  employed  iu  proonring  Flour  for  the  mpp^J 
of  the  said  Fleet.  And  as  the  occasion  will  justify  and  mder  m 
application  necessary. 

Resolved  !•*  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  nqsesw 
and  authorised  to  purchase  or  oollect  such  tether  Quantitiw  tf  Sitt 
as  may  be  in  the  City  and  Liberties  beyond  the  occasion  of  a  pri^ 
Vamtty;  the  pi^yaMnt  thereof  to  be  setded  and  adjaated  is  iio 
manner  as  of  (tie  Suit  already  eoUected. 

Reflolved,  2"^  That  the  said  Executive  Council  be  nqotM 
immediately  to  imue  a  Proclamation  setting  forth  the  ezigeoc/ 
atoreeaidi  und  celling  upon  the  faRbful  Inhabitants  of  ^^ 
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immediately  to  send  to  the  Ageots  appointed  by  the  Council  as 
much  Flour  as  they  can  spare  from  the  necessity  of  their  own 
Families,  they  receiving  therefor  the  current  price  for  such  Quantity 
thereof  as  the  Salt  herein  after  mentioned  shall  not  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy;,  and  shall  have  Ave  Bushels  of  Salt  for  every  ten  Barrels 
csntainfng  not  less  than  two  hundred  weight  each  of  good  merchant- 
able Flour  delivered  as  aforesaid  at  the  price  of  £15  per  Bushel. 

Resolved  8^  Hiat  there  be  allowed  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Salt 
which  now  or  hereafter  may  be  appropriated  to  pnUick  use  a  just 
and  adequate  price  to  be  settled  by  the  said  CoqmI. 

Extract  from  the  Miaates. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jnn^)  Clerk.* 


PfiBS.  Rbbd  to  Boaeb  of  Wab,  1779. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Board  of  War, 
Gent., 

I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  you  two  Resolutions  of  the  Supreme 
Bzeentive  Cooncil  to  which  I  beg  your  Attention.  Yon  will  also 
please  to  direct  your  Seo^  to  forward  the  Commissions  requested  some 
time  ago  whore  no  objeotioas  were  made.  The  Militia  from  the  Is- 
lands except  a  small  Guard  left  for  the  Care  of  the  Works  are 
ordered  up  to  Town,  their  Tour  of  Duty  being  unfinished  as  soon 
as  their  Circumstances  &  Situation  are  known  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  answer  your  Request  on  that  Head  satisfactorily. 
lam  Gknts 

with  much  Respect 

Tour  Obed.  Hbb.  Ser., 

J.  B. 

8ep.  29,  To  HonUe  Board  of  War. 

•  Ses  Col.  Bee.,  Yel.  XII.,  p.  117. 


720  PRNN8YLVANIA  ARCHIVES  lt79. 


Pbes,  Bbbd  rro  OmcKiis  At  Fobts  ok  Dblawarb,  17T9. 

In  CouDoil, 

Philadelpluay  8ept'  29tii^  1Y79. 
Sir, 

TIm  GmiBiril  BQdemteDd  with  great  OoaaorB  that  the  nnhealthj 
fiitaation  of  the  Forte  on  the  Biver  bai  Terj  ««oh  affeoled  the  Men 
&  it  appearing  under  preeent  Cireattetaneei  that  there  is  no  great 
Probability  of  an  Attaok  firem  the  Bnemj,  I  give  yoa  my  sinoere 
Tbanke  &  thoee  of  the  Gooneil  foe  your  good  Service  &  hereby  per- 
mit you  to  return  to  Town  to  finish  your  Tour  of  Duty  by  Reliefs 
or  some  more  agreeable  Service  if  it  shall  be  necessary.  But  as 
it  will  not  be  proper  to  leave  die  Works  wholly  unguarded  you  will 
leave  an  Officer  Serjeant  &  15  Men  in  each  Work  vis.  Mud  laland 
&  Billingsport  giving  over  to  each  ef  them  the  Orden  you  have 
respectively  reoeived. — ^l^his  can  be  determined  by  Agreement  or 
I^t  &  it  must  be  settled  who  shall  relieve  as  those. to  whom  it  shall 
fall  to  stay  should  not  continue  above  one  Week  and  Aen  an  Officer 
&  like  Number  to  go  to  each  &  so  on  untill  the  Tour  of  Doty  ii 
lOKpiied. 

rou  will  oonvey  theee  Tbsnfai  to  the  Offeers  &  Privates  A  believe 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  ServS 

JOS.  REED;  Piresideni. 


PrBS.   BsBD  to  S^BAKBa  Of  AsSBHBLTy  1779. 

Bit, 

Peelinff  a  disposition  amounting  to  Anxiety  to  execute  the  Resolves 
of  your  Hon.  House  for  procuring  the  immediate  Supplies  of  Flour^ 
for  the  Use  of  the  Fleet  of  his  most  Oh^iaa  Majesty  it  is  with 
^reat  Regret  we  express  our  Apprehensions  that  we  shall  be  involved 
m  inextricable  Difficulties  ft  perhaps  experience  a  hta\  Disappoint- 
ment if  the  Prices  of  the  respective  Articles  are  not  decisively  settled. 
One  Price  that  is  of  the  Salt  on  Delivery  bein^  settled  it  appears  to 
us  absolutely  necessary  for  the  same  Authority  to  fix  that  of  the 
Flour  &  also  the  Price  at  which  the  Possession  of  Salt  should  be 
paid.  In  a  Measure  which  afiects  the  Interests  of  your  Constituents 
&  operates  in  the  Nature  of  a  Tax  we  cannot  deem  ourselves  by  any 
Means  qualified  in  Point  of  Knowledge  or  Propriety  to  fibc  rricee 
when  the  Fluctuation  of  Money  is  so  great  ft  the  Measure  of  such  a 

•  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  114. 
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Naive  ap  to  tequiie  ihe  atmocrt  Wisdom  &  Weight  to  ipve  Effioacy 
to. 

We  ahftU  ptepare  the  ProdamatioQ  immediately  so  as  to  be  ready 
for  the  Press  as  soon  as  we  shall  be  favoared  with  your  farther 
DetermioatiOB. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Gonneili 

JOS.  BEED. 


Pbbs.  Beed  to  John  Wilooceb,  1779. 

Philada.,  Sept.  80th,  1779. 
Sir, 

BeportSy  however  nnjust,  erroneous  or  soandalons  whieh  respected 
myself  personally,  &  had  no  pablick  Gonsequenoes  I  have  despised 
too  much  to  traoe  or  aotioe ;  Bat  when  they  affect  Interests  more 
important  I  oannot  despise  them.  I  haye  before  me  two  Affidavits 
of  years  saving  that  I  had  refosed  Oontinental  Money  &  assigning 
tny  Example  as  a  Beason  for  your  doing  so.  I  propose  to  make 
this  Basioess  very  serious,  but  before  I  take  any  mrther  Measorea 
thought  proper  to  give  you  this  Notice.  My  Situation  &  Duty  to 
the  Laws  of  the  State  will  forbid  any  Oonstruotion  of  the  above  that 
1  mean  in  the  course  of  the  Business  to  violate  them  J  but  I  hope 
at  least  to  give  some  Check  to  the  abuse  of  publick  Obaracter,  pnr- 
floing  with  firmnees  &  Prudence  such  Steps  as  will  most  effectually 
prevent  snoh  Liberties  in  future. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Hbble  Servt.* 
Indarudj 

Sept  80,  to  Mr.  John  Wilcocks. 


OoL.  Adam  Hublby  to  Prbs.  Bssd,  1779. 

'  Fort  Sullivan,  at  Tioga,  October  Ist^  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Army  under 
the  Command  of  Gknl.  Sullivan  arrived  here  last  evening,  after 
accomplishing  the  immediate  objects  of  the  expedition. 

The  following  is  a  small  sketch  of  our  proceedings  since  my  last 
of  the  SOth  August;  fthe  day  after  Newtown  action.) 

*  See  i>i^e8  72d,  727. 
Vol.  VIL— 31 
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On  tbe  Slsi  The  Goiftmander  in  chief,  oonridering  hia  bbbD 
mipplies  of  Proyision  for  the  Anny,  and  theextendve  bnmneas  befon 
him,  was  rednc'd  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  exposing  hia  wanla  to 
the  Army,  and  making  to  them  proposals  by  whioh  means  he  migfal 
possibly  be  inabled  to  execute  the  designs  of  the  expeditkm. 

He  informed  the  Army  that  he  used  every  effort  to  procure  ampb 
supplies  for  them  but  thro'  the  inattention  of  those  employed  to 
furnish  the  necessaries,  he  feared  that  without  the  greatest  pmdeiMe 
he  would  not  be  able  to  oompleat  the  great  busineaa  expected 
from  us. 

He  proposed  the  Army  should  content  themselves  with  half  allow- 
ance of  Provisions,  Viz.,  Flour  and  beef  of  each  half  a  pound ;  this 
proposal  he  requested  should  be  laid  before  the  Troops,  and  they  to 
give  their  opinions  with  freedom  thereupon.  No  time  was  lost  ia 
having  this  matter  settled,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Troops  were 
called  for,  who,  to  their  everlasting  honour  be  it  spoken^  without  one 
dissenting  voice,  chearfuUy  agreed  to  the  request. 

This  important  point  being  happily  settled,  the  army  took  up  their 
line  of  March,  and  proceedMl  on  their  route  to  Katherine^s  town; 
after  encountering  a  number  of  difficulUes,  occasioned  by  the  badnea 
of  the  road  &  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Pack  horses,  we  arrived 
late  on  the  night  of  the  first  Ulto.,  the  savages  having,  no  doubt, 
previous  notice  of  our  approach,  had  retreated,  leaving  a  namber  of 
thoir  effects  and  an  old  Squaif .  After  destroying  the  Town  &  Con, 
and  putting  every  thing  in  readiness  for  a  March,  we  proeeeded  oa 
our  route  to,  and  arriv6(i  safe  at  Candai, — ^this  place,  after  sharing 
the  fate  of  KcUherxne  toifn,  we  left  to  proceed  for  Kanadaiaga,  pr^ 
vious  to  our  march,  a  whiteman,  who  had  been  made  a  prisoner  last 
summer,  made  his  escape  and  came  to  us,  he  informed  as  that  the 
savages,  with  the  Tories,  under  Brand  &  Butler,  with  a  reinforce^ 
ment  (joined  since  the  action  of  the  29th,  the  whole  about  1200,) 
had  just  left  this  place,  and  were  determined  to  give  ns  battle  st 
Kanadaiaga;  from  every  Circumstance,  both  as  to  intelligenee  and 
the  favourable  situation  of  the  place,  we  had  every  reason  to  believe 
they  would  make  a  stand.  On  tbe  7th  we  arrived  near  the  place, 
the  greatest  precaution  was  taken  in  advancing,  on  our  way  to  Tom 
we  had  the  out-let  of  Seneca  Lake  to  cross,  and  immediately  after  to 
enter  an  extensive  &  difficult  defile,  which  extended  within  one  mik 
of  Town,  here  we  expected  to  meet  with  some  obstinate  oppositkOt 
but  we  were  suffered  to  pass  thro'  unmolested.  A  disposition  for 
attacking  the  Town  was  then  made,  the  situation  of  it  being 
such  as  to  leave  little  room  to  doubt  an  opposition,  we  aocordin^y 
advanced,  but  contrary  to  our  expectations  v  it  was  evacuated,  seas- 
ingly  a  very  short  time  before  our  arrival,  as  Aeir  fires  were  left 
burning  and  a  number  of  effects,  with  a  small  male  white  Child  were 
found.  It  was  near  dusk  when  we  entered  the  Town,,«where  we 
Encamped,  without  any  Molestation,  for  this  nigbt.  Here  we  Con- 
tinued untiU  the  9th ;  various  opinions  prevailed  among  the  offieezs 
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tespeeting  our  prooeeding  any  farther,  on  Aoconnt  ^f  the  small 
Quantity  of  Provisions  which  we  had  then  on  hand,  but  the  General 
with  a  considerable  majority,  resohed  to  encounter  every  diffioolty 
to  execute  the  important  expedition,  and  determined  to  proceed  on 
with  the  scanty  pittance,  and  accomplish  the  arduous  task. 

We  then  proceeded  on  our  route,  passing  thro'  several  villages^ 
and  on  the  13th  arrived  at  Kanaghicu,  from  this  place,  Lieut.  Boyd 
with  a  party  of  26  men,  chiefly  from  the  rifle  corps,  was  ordered, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  to  reconnoitre  Oaffhsuguilahery,  a  village 
about  5  miles  this  side  Jenise,  a  place  at  which  we  expected  to  meet 
with  some  opposition,  on  his  arrival  he  found  it  evacuated,  excepting 
by  a  few  straglers,  one  of  whom  they  kill'd  &  scalp'd ;  the  Army 
not  coming  so  soon  as  Lieut.  Boyd  expected,  he  dispatched  several 
messengers,  the  first  of  whom  brought  us  intelligence  of  the  situa* 
lion  of  that  place,  but  the  last.  Discovering, several  Indians  as  he 
was  coming  on,  returned  to  Lieut  Boyd  and  gave  him  information 
of  it,  who  instantly  pursued  them,  the  savages  pushing  towards  their 
main  body,  (of  which  L*  Boyd  was  totally  ignorant)  he  found  him- 
self totally  surrounded,  he  had  no  other  alternative  but  either' to  fight 
or  surrender,  the  former  he  chose,  and  after  a  skirmish  of  two  hours, 
having  14  men  kill'd,  he  &  one  private  was  taken,  the  remainder 
got  off. 

It  appeared  from  the  situation  of  the  savages,  being  the  whole  of 
Butlei^s  &  Brand's  force,  they  intended  to  lay  in  ambush  for  our 
Army,  the  Country  on  which  they  had  pitched  being  exceedingly 
well  calculated  for  that  purpose,  but  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Boyd 
diverted  them  from  their  main  object,  by  which  means  our  main 
body  escap'd  a  Capital  stroke,  (which  would  -Jiave  been  absolutely 
^nnavoidable)  which  fell  upon  poor  Boyd  and  his  party. 

The  main  Army,  for  want  of  intelligence,  was  ignorant  of  what 
was  passing  in  front,  untill  about  12  o'Clock,  when  the  General 
received  the  first  information,  upon  which  the  Light  &  riflle  Corps 
immediately  pushed  forward,  on  our  route  we  had  a  most  difficult 
morass  to  pass  over,  which  we  got  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
passing  over  one  by  one.  We  ascended  the  Mountain  on  which  the 
Enemy  lay  but  they  left  it  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  leaving 
behind  them  a  vast  quantity  of  baggage,  amongst  which  was  upwards 
of  a  hundred  blankets. 

The  main  Army  in  the  mean  time  were  engaged  in  compleating  a 
Bridge  over  the  morass,  about  3  o'Clock  the  whole  joined  us,  we 
then  proceeded  to  Gaghsaguilahery,  the  Enemy,  previous  to  our 
arrival,  took  possession  of  an  adjacent  woods,  and  made  a  disposition 
to  oppose  us,  but  on  our  approach  they,  as  usual,  retreated,  giving 
us  peaceable  possession  of  the  Town. 

On  the  14th  we  proceeded  on  our  march  towards  Jenise,  the  last 
&  Capital  town  of  the  Seneca  Country,  at  which  place  we  arrived 
about  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Here  we  found  the  Bodies  of  the  brave,  but 
unfortunate  Lieut.  Boyd  and  the  other  prisoner,  massacred  in  the 
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moflil  oiiiel  k  bftrbftrovs  matiaer  that  the  hamaii  mipd  eux  p<naUj 
OOBoaive,-— the  lavagw  having  pat  them  to  the  most  excradatiig 
toments  poanblei  first  plaeking  their  nsih  from  hands  k  feet^  tbtt 
whipping*  spearing,  cutting  their  flesh  firom  their  shonldsn  ind 
mangling  their  Bodies,  and  at  last  jsatting  thdr  heads  off,  and  letfing 
them  a  pimj  to  their  Dogs. 

After  Interring  these  nnibrtanate  men  with  that  respect  that  time 
&  Cironmstances  would  admit,  we  Eneamp'd  for  the  night. 

On  the  15th  the  Army  was  implojed  the  greatest  part  of  dieDiy 
in  destrojinc  Oorn,  &&,  which  in  quantity  was  not  less  than  neir 
SOO  aorasi  of  the  finest  I  ever  beheld. 

The  immediate  objects  of  the  expedition  being  new  aeoomplidied, 
Tix.,  The  total  ruin  of  the  Indians  settlement  (in  number  aboot  SO) 
and  distraction  of  all  their  Oom,  which  in  quantity  was  not  kss  thffl 
One  hundred  thonsand  Bush^.  The  Army  about  4  o'clock,  P.  M., 
took  np  their  line  of  march,  and  proceeded  on  their  rout  to  this  phei 
where  we  arrived  much  fatigued  &  otherwise  reduc'd,  last  eremog. 
On  our  rstam  we  met  with  a  reinforcement  of  Provisions  neir  Net - 
town,  which  was  a  most  pleasing  circumstance,  as  the  last  was  issaed  at 
f^anadagoia  and  nearly  expended. 

A  few  days  aUter  getting  matters  in  proper  order,  I  expeet  vi 
shall  leave  this  place  lor  wioming,  where  we  shall  wait  further  oiden 
with  respect  to  our  rdtit. 

Your  ExoeUenoy  will  excuse  the  iocorreotness  of  my  Letter,  ^ 
bearer  being  in  great  hurry  and  had  been  waiting  some  time. 

Col.  Brewer  (Qen^  Sullivan's  secre^^)  will  deliver  yon  this  Letter, 
I  beg  leave  to  reooommend  him  to  your  Excellencys  notice,  He  is  i 
Qentleman  of  ondovbted  Chaimeter,  and  a  soldier. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excell'ys 

most  ob*  h*  servt 

AD-  HUBLET,  Jr., 
L*  Colo.  Com*  llth  B*. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  Ffesident  of  the  State  of 
Pennsy*  Philad*. 

fiiT'dV       ) 
Colo.  Brewer,  j 
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John  Wilcocks  to  Prbs.  Bebd^  1779. 

Sir, 

I  i^BoeWed  joar  Letter  of  yesterday,  and  from  the  light  in  which 
you  view  the  transactioQ  refered  to,  I  am  conyinoed  it  has  been  moat 
grossly  misrepresented  to  yon,  either  inadvertently,  or  from  very 
unworthy  motives.  I  will  take  the  Liberty  of  stating  to  your  Exoel- 
lency,  the  true  Gircamstanoe  of  my  Conversation  with  Charles  Hall, 
and  will  appeal  to  your  own  Candour,  to  decide,  whether  upon  any 
fair  construction,  it  is  possible  to  infer  an  intention  on  my  part,  to 
misrepresent  the  Coodact,  or  cast  an  odium  upon  your  Exeelknoy, 
or  the  Council.  Charles  Hall  and  David  Hall  deceased,  were 
Indebted  .to  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Hockley  in  £600,  by  Bond  and 
Mortgage,  dated  in  February  1765,  Charles  Hall  a  few  Days  ago 
applied  to  pay  off  the  Debt— In  aoonversatton  I  had  with  him  upon 
the  Business,  and  id  the  course  of  my  expostulation  with  him,  upon 
the  unreasonableness  of  his  paying  off  so  old  a  Debt  in  the  present 
depreciated  state  of  the  Currency,  amongst  other  things,  I  mentioned 
that  I  believed  there  wis  hardly  an  instance  of  late,  where  an  old 
Debt  was  discharged  in  the  way  he  proposed,  and  that  I  had  heard 
or  believed  that  the  President  and  Council,  or  State,  had  refused  it 
in  a  particular  Initaace*  Now,  Sir,  the  instance  I  had  in  my  mind  at 
the  time,  was,  thiit  of  Mr.  Melcher,  who  I  tmderstand  now  holds  a 
Lot  of  Ground  in  Second  Street,  subject  to  a  Ground  Rent,  formerly 
payable  to  Mr.  Andrew  Alien,  whose  Estate  is  forfeited,  and  vested 
in  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  under  the  Contract  made  with  Mr. 
Allen,  he  had  lately  applied  to  The  Honorable  Executive  Council  to 
purchase  off  the  Ground  Bent,  and  to  direct  the  Agents  to  receive 
the  Money,  and  that  a  release  of  the  Rent  might  be  granted  him, 
which  I  understood  had  been  refused  by  the  Council,  and  in  conse* 
quence  the  Money  had  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

This  Sir  I  do  declare  to  the  beet  of  my  rec<^otion,  and  that  of  a 
Gentleman  who  was  present,  is  a  candid  relation  of  what  I  said 
respecting  your  Excellency,  the  Council,  and  Government,  and  I 
flatter  myself,  that  I  have  now  ftiven  you,  and  the  Council  (to  Whom 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  have  this  Letter  communicated)  full  satisfaction, 
that  what  I  said  to  Mr.  HaU,  naturally  arose  from  what  I  had  heard, 
and  from  the  Business  then  on  hand,  and  was  mentioned  without  the 
least  offensive  view  towards  Government.  And  I  presume  with  all 
those  that  know  me,  my  uniform  attachment  to  the  Cause  of  my 
Country,  will  place  me  beyond  suspicion  of  a  wbh  to  prejudice  its 
Currency,  upon  the  final  Appreciation  of  which,  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  my  Fortune  depends. 

I  am  your  Exoellenc/s 

Most  Obedient  Servant 

JOHN  WILCOCKS. 

Philadelphia,  Oot^  1, 1779. 
JHrtcUd^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
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A  Return  of  tha  1st  Penna.  BxQnansrr^  1779. 

A  Reiarn  of  the  Captains  &  Sabaltern  Offioen  of  the  Ist  Penna. 
Beg^y  with  the  Batea  of  their  CommiBsions.    Ootob.  Ist^  1779. 


Octob.  1, 1776. 
Deoem.  1,  1776. 
Janu^  16, 1777. 
March  2*,  1777. 
October  1,  1777 
JDeoem.  8«*,  1778 


Samuel  Craig 
Michael  Simpson 
James  Wilson 
William  Wilson 
Thomas  Buohannan 
David  Zeigler 


Dec.  8'*,  1778. 
Jan'  14, 1778. 
Match  20, 1778. 

d*.     21, 1778. 

d*.      22,  '78. 

d*.      23,  '78. 
Deo^  8%  78. 
May  12%  '79. 
Ditto  17,  '79. 


Jane  2*,  1778. 
March  2, 1779. 
May  28,  1779. 
ditto  28, 1779, 
ditto  28, 1779. 


Capt 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


rMlgn'd2eSep.im. 


John  M'CleUan 
Tho^.  Boyd 
John  Haghes 
Jas.  M'Farlane 
Wm.  McDowell 
Edw«  Crawford 
David  Hammond 
And^  Johnston 
Joseph  Collier 


Benjamin  Chambers 
Samuel  Claypool 
Michael  Hoffman 
George  Stevenson 
James  Campble 


Capt  L« 
Lieut, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


John  Hamilton, 
John  M'^MurtrC] 
John  Scott, 


:} 


To  be  appointed 
Enaignes. 


JAMES  CHAMBERS,  Col. 

IP.BegL 


To  Governor  Heed. 
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PaBS.  Rbbd  to  John  Wilcocks,  1779 

Sir, 

I  have  ree*  your  Letter  of  this  Day,  ft,  as  yoa  desire,  commnnicRted 
it  to  the  CoQDoil.  8iaoe  I  saw  you  this  Momiog,  I  have  seen  An- 
drew Kennedy,  another  Person  who  oonfirms  M^  Hall's  Ace*,  with 
aggra?aiing  Circamstanoes.  I  need  not,  therefore,  tell  you  that  ^our 
Letter  is  unsatisfactory,  &  that  I  shall  pursue  the  Measures  sug- 
gested in  my  Letter  of  Yesterday. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yonr  Obed.,  Hbble.  Serv*, 

J.  REED. 
Indorsed,  . 

1779,  October  !•*.    To  M'  John  Wilcocks. 


PfiBS.  Rbxd  to  Boabb  of  Wab,  1779. 

Philad%  October  !•*,  1779, 
Gentlemen: 

I  have  this  Moment  rec*  your  Favour ;  haying  onee  seen  a  starring 
Army,  I  feel  every  Sensation  which  such  an  Event  can  create.  The 
inclosed  Resolves  will  inform  you  what  Steps  are  taken  to  procure 
Flour.  Further  Measures  are  before  the  Assembly.  We  have  a 
Quantity  of  Flour  on  hand  originally  prepared  to  export  for  Oloathing 
for  the  Troops — since  appropriated  to  satisfy  the  Demands  of  M' 
Holker  for  the  French  Fleet.  It  is,  &  will  be,  coming  in  daily;  if, 
therefore,  by  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  or  Consent  of  M'  Holker, 
the  Present  .Plan  of  Appropriation  is  altered,  we  shall  concur,  & 
deliver  over  to  your  companies  what  we  now  have  on  Hand,  without 
any  Delay. 

I  am,  Gent., 

with  due  Regard 

&  Respect,  Gent., 

Your  Obe*,  Hble.  Serv. 
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PfiBS.  Bbbd  to  Mb8BB0.  BA&ra  AHD  Trira,  1779. 

Mess.  Barge  &  Tjng, 
OentlemeDi 

Beioff  ftppointed  Agents  for  the  Delirerj  of  the  PnbM  Mt 
agreeable  to  the  joint  Besolves  of  this  Board  k  the  Aa^,  yoaiiil 
apply  to  Col.  Hagner  or  other  Person  of  tibe  kte  Committee  htnug 
the  Key,  ft  take  the  Salt*  into  yonr  Possession. — ^Toa  are  tlMO  to 
nay  dae  Regard  to  the  Orders  dnwn  on  yon  by  Mr.  Willian  Tibb- 
bmi  our  Agent  for  Flonr ;  these  yon  are  to  file,  &  every  one  is  to  be 
served  as  my  present  their  Orders,  &  not  otherwise. 
I  am  Oent., 

Tour  obed.  Hbble  ser. 
Jndoned, 
1779,  October  Ist.    To  Messrs.  Barge  and  Tyng. 


Prss.  Beed  to  Pu&chasbbs  ov  Salt,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  October^2nd,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Conncil  in  pnrsnanoe  of  the  inclosed  Resolve  reqaest  yoa  to 
in  the  Execution  thereof,  for  which  Purpose  they  have  appointed 
yoa  Commissioners,  and  promise  you  their  full  Support  in  perfensiig 
the  several  Duties  which  will  be  required,  as  well  defraying  all  ooo- 
tingent  Ezpenoes  &  making  you  'such  Compensation  for  ;ov 
Trouble  as  shall  be  juit  &  reasonable.  Xou  will  therefore  witbovk 
any  Delay  make  due  Inquiry  into  the  Quantities  of  Salt  now  io  the 
Ci^  &  liberties  above  the.  Allowance  of  a  Common  Family,  adou^ 
ting  Possessors  of  Salt  to  retain  one  Peck  for  every  Poll  ia  eaeh 
Family  above  7  Years  of  Age,  the  Residue  to  be  Considered  as  po^ 
lick  Property  &  paid  for  accordingly. — When  you  have  ascertained 
the  Quantity  in  each  Ward  you  are  then  directed  to  meet  ft  dete^ 
mine  how  far  it  mav  be  proper  to  collect  the  same  into  one  Place  or 
suffer  it  to  remain  m  the  Custody  of  the  Holders. — ^If  yoa  an  d 
Opinion  it  may  be  safely  kept  &  fairly  accounted  for  in  the  Haodi 
of  the  respective  Owners  you  will  permit  the  same  to  be  dooe, 
taking  such  Precautions  as  you  deem  necessary^  If  otherwise  jo^ 
are  impowered  to  collect  this  same  at  the  publick  Expeace,  aod 
lodge  it  at  such  Store  as  you  may  think  proper. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  YoL  XII.,  p.  119. 
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If  any  Salt  should  amve  hereafter  you  are  to  ooneider  it  as  liable 
to  the  Resolve  &  proceed  aeoordinglj. 

Shoald  jou  meet  with  any  Opposition  or  Insult  in  the  Course  of 
your  DoW  on  this  Occasion  yon  are  authorized  to  call  on  the  Magi- 
strates, SneriiiB,  Constables  &  other  Civil  Officers.  Onoe  a  Week 
the  Council  will  expect  a  Report  of  your  Proceedings,  &  if  any 
Siffidilty  not  foreseen  should  arise  you  will  af^Iy  in  writing  to  the 
Oonncily  who  will  give  you  an  immediate  Answer  and  their  Support 
Jk  Adviee  on  all  Occasions. 


Oent, 
Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser?«, 


J.  R. 


Directed, 

To  Messn.  William  Will,  Adam  Foulke,  MaUhew  Irwin,  Robert 
Aitken,  James  Hood,  Major  Boyd,  Paul  Coze,  John  McCulloughi 
Thomas  Cassdrop,  Wm.  Robinson,  Wm.  Tharp,  Oeorge  Henry  and 
William  Heysham. 


Pu&  Bud  to  Wm,  Will,  ko.^  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  2nd,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

After  returning  yon  thanks  for  your  care  and  trouble  respecting 
the  salt,  I  must  acquaint  you  that  the  Assembly  having  taken  the 
subject  into  Consideration  have  come  to  the  enclosed  Resolve.  The 
Trouble  you  have  already  had,  ft  the  Neceasitjr  of  dividing  the  Duty 
into  Districts  so  sis  to  prevent  Trade  have  induced  us  to  appoint 
Gentlemen  in  different  Wards  to  collect  Salt — &  Mr.  Barge  &  Mr. 
Tyng  have  eonse&ted  to  distribute  what  is  collected.  We  request 
you  to  deliver  Mr.  Barge  and  Mr.  Tyng  the  key  of  the  Store,  and 
on  ftimishing  an  account  of  your  Expenses  we  shall  pay  it  due 
-Consideration. 

lam  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOS.  REED, 

President 
DirecUdf 

To  Messrs.  William  Will,  James  Wharton,  Robert  McGee,  Alex' 
Jttilla,  John  Hewson,  James  Pickering,  Frederick  Hagner,  Warwick 
Coats,  Wm.  Semple,  James  Hood,  Robert  Aitken  and  William 
Brown. 

31* 
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P&BS.  Reed  to  Hsnbt  Fishsr,  1779. 

Ph'iladelpliia,  October  2nd,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Council  are  informed  that  the  Dragon,  one  of  tlie  look-ont 
boats  belonging  to  this  state  is  ashore  near  Lewis-town, — thai  ska 
may  be  caulked  and  sent  np  to  the  city  at  a  small  expenee  aad  bs 
of  considerable  value  here, — Whether  or  not  she  is  under  your  eare 
I  am  not  informed,  and  therefore  request  yon  will  please  to  write 
me  how  she  is  circumstanced,  and  whether  any  thing  can  be  made  of 
her* 

I  am  respectfully 

Vour  humble  servanty 

T.  M. 

The  Fleet  under  the  command  of  His  Excellency  tbe  Coont 
D'Estaing  is  daily  expected  on  our  coast.  His  Excellency  tlis 
President  requests  that  you  will  send  to  him  immediate  intelligeDoe 
of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  and  also  that  you  will  give  the  earliest 
possible  notice  to  the  boats  intending  to  afford  him  sopplies  of  fresh 
provisions. 

Dtr4cied, 

To  Mr.  Henry  Fisheri  Lewis-town. 


BoABo  OP  War  to  Pbbs.  Rbed,  1779. 

War  Offioe,OotP2, 1779. 

Sir, 

It  appears  by  returns  now  before  the  board  that  there  is  the 
utmost  danger  of  the  army's  suffering  extremely  from  the  want  of 
flour;  indeed  this  event  seems  unavoidable  unless  an  immediate 
supply  can  be  obtained  &  forwarded  from  this  state. — When  we 
had  lately  the  honour  of  a  conference  with  vour  Excellency  and  the 
honourable  the  supreme  executive  council,  we  understood  it  was 
then  in  contemplation  to  furnish  such  supply,  but  we  are  now 
informed  that  none  has  yet  been  delivered  to  the  Commissary. 
Alarmed  at  the  consequences  of  a  sudden  failure  of  an  article  so 
essential  to  the  existence  of  Uie  army,  permit  us  to  intreat  tbe 

*  See  Col  Beo.,  Vol  XII.»  p.  120. 
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attention  of  yoor  Excellency  &4^e  honble.  board  to  a  point  of  snch 
vast  Importance,  &  to  reqaest  a  grant  of  snch  a  quantity  of  floor 
from  the  stores  of  this  state  as  will  relieve  the  army  from  approach- 
ing distress,  and  prevent  so  terrible  a  calamity  as  the  absolate  want 
of  bread  among  the  troops.  The  deep  concern  we  must  necessarily 
feel  at  the  prospect  of  such  an  event  we  hope  will  apologize  for  oar 
importohity. 

We  have  the  honor 

to  be  very  respectfully 

your  most  obed^  servantSi 

TIM.  PICKERING, 

by  order. 
Direetedf 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Botd;  Esqr. 


BoABB  ov  Wab  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

War  Office,  Oct'  2, 1779. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Bradford,  Commissary  of  prisoners, 
represents  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  reception  of  upwards  of 
two  hundred  prisoners  of  war,  which  are  expected  to^  arrive  in  a  day 
or  two  from  Egg  Harbour.  The  new  work  house  back  of  the  new 
goal  is  mentioued  as  a  safe  &  suitable  place  for  thdm  if  it  can  b^ 
^mred  from  the  uses  to  which  it  is  applied  by  the  dty  &  county. 
We  beg  leave  to  ask  your  aid  and  direction  in  the  matter  that  the 
prisoners  may  be  securely  kept  until  room  can  be  nude  for  them  in 
the  New  Ooal. 

We  have  the  houinr 

to  be  very  respectfully  sir, 

your  most  obed^  servants, 

TIM.  PICKERING, 

by  Older. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President,  &o. 
War  Office. 
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Sbct.  Matlack  to  0.  J.  MoEbait,  1779. 

niikddphia,  Oetober  4, 1779, 10  a*  mght 

Sir, 

I  feel  myself  extremely  unhappy  to  mfona  yon  of  the  state  of  the 
eity,  after  a  very  ereat  liot,  wbiob  has  been  attended  with  blood- 
shed.* One  man  has  been  killed,  several  more  mortally  wounded, 
beside  a  oonsiderable  nnmber  less  dangerously  hurt  Hia  Bzeel- 
lenoy  the.  President  orders  me  to  request  that  you  will  return  to  the 
city  immediately,  whereyour  presenoe  is  highly  necessary  on  this 
melancholy  occasion.  What  will  be  the  event  of  to  morrow  19  TOf 
uncertain,  as  the  people  are  heated  to  an  extreme  degree. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

jovi  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 

The  Honorable  Thomas  McEean,  Esqr.^  Chief  Justice. 


BssoLUTioirs  ov  CoiraBESB,  1779. 

In  Congress,  Ochoi'  6th,  1779. 

Resolved,  ^at  in  addition  to  the  sums  required  by  the  reeolutioM 
of  Congress  of  the  22d  Nov*,  1777,  and  2d  Janr,  and  2l8t  May, 
1779,  the  several  States  be  called  on  to  raise  in  such  laaniier  m  tiiey 
may  judge  expedient^  saAcieot  suns  to  enable  them  to  pay  Soto  tlie 
dontiB^iSal  tressary  or  to  the  older  of  Congress  on  the  llnl  day  of 
February  next,  and  on  the  first  day  of  each  succeeding  moftth  wfi 
the  first  of  Octo^  next  inclusive,  Ibeir  rsspeolive  proportionfl  of  fif- 
teen million  dollars. 

That  all  sums  which mav  be  m  paid  by  any  of  the  States  durintgthe 
continuance  of  the  Wai^  shall  be  passed  to  their  respective  credits  en 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  first  artaele  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  iHM  JToV,  1777 ;  and  that  the  several  States  be  respectively 
charged  with  the  annual  interest  of  six  per  Centum  on  all  defisiea- 
cies  in  the  payment  of  the  several  quotas  which  have  been  or  may  be 
required  of  them. 

Resolved,  that  the  encoursgement  offered  by  the  resolution  of 

*  Attack  on  house  of  James  Wilson,  Esq.  Bee  Col.  See..  YoL  XSL^p*  121, 
122, 128,  187-189,  141,  144,  146,  162. 
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Congress  of  the  29th  Jane  last  for  promoting  Loans,  be  extended  to 
all  sams  which  may  be  paid  into  the  Continental  loan  offices  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  March  next  to  the  amount  of  the  blank  Loan 
office  Certifieates  which  are  already  ordered  to  be  strock  by  Congress. 

That  any  person  sabscribinff  ten  thousand  dollars  or  upwards, 
shall  be  allowed  to  pay  one  half  thereof  within  fourteen  days  after 
the  subscription,  and  the  residue  at  the  end  of  two  months  met  the 
first  payment,  the  whole  to  bear  interest  from  the  time  of  the  first 
payment,  if  the  other  is  punctually  made. 

Octo^  7th. 

Besolved^  That  it  be  xeconnnended  to  the  several  States,  to  direct 
their  Treasurers  to  transmit  to  Congress  on  the  first  day  of  every 
month,  returns  of  the  sums  which  they  may  have  respectively 
received  for  supplying  the  Continental  Treasury.  That  the  money 
mentioned  therein  be  credited  from  the  respective  dates  of  the  re- 
turns; and  that  the  same  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  Congress. 

Besolved,  That  the  quotaa  of  the  several  States  to  make  up  the 
monthly  assessment  of  fifteen  million  dollars  to  be  paid  the  first  day 
of  February  nexl^  and  the  first  day  of  October  next^  indusivei  be  as 
follows: 

Newhampshire,  400,000  dollars 

Massadiusetts  bay,  $2^00,000  ditto. 

Bhode  Island  &o.,  200,000  ditto. 

Connecticut,  1,700,000  dollars 

New  York,  750,000  ditto. 

New  Jersey,  900,000  ditto. 

.    Pennsylvania,  2,800,000  ditto. 

Delaware,  170,000  ditto. 

Maryjlam)^  1,580,000  ditto. 

Virginia,  2,600,000  ditto. 

North  Carolina,                             .  1,000,000  ditto. 

South  Carolina,  1,200,000  ditto. 
Georgia,  being  invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raise  its 
proportioo. 

15,000,000 


Besolved,  that  neither  the  present  nor  any  former  apportionment 
of  quotas  of  taxes  to  the  several  States  be  considered  as  a  preeedent. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
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Resolution  oe  Congrjbss,  1779. 
Bxtraot  from  the  Journals  of  Congress  of  the  7  of  OetP  last 

Resolyedi  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  direet 
their  Treasurers  to  transmit  to  Oonmss  on  the  first  day  of  era; 
Month,  Betnms  of  the  sums  whion  they  may  have  respeetiTelj 
received  for  supplying  the  Gontinentol  Treasury  that  the  mooej 
mentioned  therein  be  credited  from  the  respective  Dates  of  the 
BetumSi  and  that  the  same  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  Gongras. 
A  true  Gopyj 

BOB.  TROUP, 

Seoretsij. 


Matthbw  I&win  &g.,  to  P&S8.  Reed,  1779. 

Philad%  7th  Octo',  1779. 

Sir, 

We  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  acquaint'g  your  Exoellenoy  thai 
in  consequence  of  your  orders  we  have  possesed  ourselves  of  about 
Five  hundred  Bushels  Salt  on  acoo^  of  the  State,  some  of  the  Ovnen 
of  which  are  Inhabitants  of  Jersey,  and  are  very  pressing  for  ptj- 
ment.  we  therefore  request  you  will  furnish  us  with  as  mueh  CiBh 
as  will  pay  for  about  one  thousand  Bushels,  which  quant'y  we  ex- 
pect to  have  shortly.  We  find  salt  scarce,  and  have  little  to  depend 
on  but  Imports.  You  will  please  let  us  know  what  Piioe  we  are  to 
give  for  the  Salt  we  have  taken. 
We  are  Sir, 

your  Exoellencys  most  obed.  Serv., 

MATTH^  IRWIN, 
W-  WILL, 
ADAM  FOULS. 

Directed. 

To  His  Exoelleney  Jos.  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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C.  J.  McKean  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  at  one  o'clock  I  was  favored  with  a  letter  from  the 
Seoretaryy  dated  at  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  night,  informing  me  of  a 
great  riot  that  has  happened  that  day  in  the  city,  attended  with 
bloodshed ;  that  one  man  had  been  killed,  several  mortally 
wounded  and  a  considerable  number  less  dangerously  hurt ;  and 
that  it  was  yonr  request,  th|it  I  should  return  immediately  to  the 
city,  as  my  presence  there  was  highly  necessary  on  this  melancholy 
occasion.  I  received  this  letter  when  on  the  Bench,  and  just  after 
the  trial  of  a  certain  Dennis  DttBB  had  commenced  for  an  aggravated 
burglary;  there  was  no  other  judge  in  Town  bnt.M' AUee,  M' 
Evans  having  been  excused  attending  for  a  few  days  on  the  account 
of  the  dangerous  indiqpositiott  of  a  aon  and  in  such  cinmmstances  I 
thought  it  best  to  proceed  with  the  trial;  the  Prisoner  was  con* 
Tioted  about  nine  o  dock  last  night.    My  own  inclination,  added  to 

Jour  reasonable  and  pressing  request,  leads  me  to  repair  to  the  city 
ut  when  I  reflect,  that  the  courts  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  &  Nisi  Prius, 
for  this  and  York  county,  in  which  there  is  a  great  deal  of  business 
indeed,  will  be  frustrated  entirely  bymyd^rture;  that  I  could 
not  get  into  Town  before  to  morrow  afternoon,  and  that  probably  aU 
may  be  quiet  before  I  could  arrivoi  I,  with  the  advice  of  Justied 
Atfee  have  concluded  that  it  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  advantage 
of  the  publie  to  stay  here  and  go  on  with  the  badness  of  the  eoorts, 
until  I  hear  further  from  the  city.  There  are  no  less  than  three 
spedal  Juries  summoned  for  civil  boriness  in  this  oountv.  ^ 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  above  reasons  will  sufficientfy  appologiae 
fbr  my  remaining  here  until  I  hear  again  from  Philad*.  This  will 
be  handed  to  your  Excellency  by  Oonncillor  Hambright  Tlie 
Express  did  not  come  near  me,  nor  have  I  been  aUe  to  find  an 
earlier  opportunity  of  writing  to  yon. 

No  circumstances  respecting  this  tmhappy  diBtnrbance  have 
reached  us,  except  what  aro  contained  in  M'  Matlaek's  letter*  I  am 
this  moment  called  upon  to  examine  into  the  eases  of  Ckorge  Leech 
and  James  BuUa,  for  having  upon  them  quantities  of  counterfeit  40 
&  30  dollar  Bills  of  the  emission  ofSeptem'  26*^  1778,  and  for 
passing  several  yesterday  in  this  Berooffh— They  have  been  long 
suspected,  and  were  once  before  ehu'ged,  but  escaped :  they  are  men 
of  property  and  apptar  deeply  engageid  in  the  oiioulation  of  these 
eounterfeits. 

I  am;  Bir,  with  the  ntmoat  r^mrd, 

Your  Iixodleno/s 

most  obedient  humble  servant* 
THO.  Me  KEAN.* 

Lancaster,  October  7%  1779. 

P.  S5.    There  are  no  less  than  25  Prisoners  in  York  Qoal  for  cap* 

*  S^e  page  7Zt. 
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ital  offences:  and  we  are  upon  Ihe  tract  of  two  distinct  GangBof 
utterers  of  Counterfeit  money. 

DireeUd^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire  President  &o.  At  W^M- 

phia.  ^ 

fiiyored  by  \ 

Councillor  Hambright.  J 


p*i-**'^p"*»* 


Gbh.  0t.  Olaie  to  Pbbs.  Rpbd,  1779« 

Weal  Poin^  October  7^  1779. 
Sir, 

You  mentioMd  soma  tiaA  ago  ttat  tbeve  were  a  Number  of  mm 
Quder  Waistcoats  that  were  provided  for  H^  Soldiery.  I  woald  beg 
^batthey  may  be  ordosed  on  to  tlie  Aimiy  as  soon  as  paanbU  as  tben 
is  every  Appeanuioa  of  a  Movement  taking  Plafe  vary  soon  and  mo^ 
arebdily  we  sbali  make  a  Winter  Campaign^ui  vluobQias  tbeywili 
be  a  very  great  Convenieiioy.      . 

^neral  WiUdnsoQ  has  pronused  Uf  Gloth  and  thread  for  ov 
fleijeants  but  we  shall  be  at  a  loss  for  Xiinipg  and  Trimmiaigi^  vA 
Buttons  if  these  could  be  prooused  aed  sent  joui  the  Coats  mh  U 
«ttade  up  in  Camp  with  perfect  uniformity,  and  save  some  Ezpence. 

We  are  told  that  a  Beport  previ|ils  i^  Philadelphia  of  the  m- 
render  of  General  Provost  to  Gen^  Ijinc(Jnr^-aB  Event  very  glorioo 
ie  him  and  which  I  hope  is  enlv  the  prdude  to  Matters  of  greater 
Moment  as  I  trust  the  8tatw.  will  put  it  in  General  Washisg^'i 
Power  eflSMtuaUy  to  eeoperate  with  the  Count  D  Estaing  immedi- 
ately on  his  arrival,  and  give  •dur  Gountiy  tin^e  to  breaUie  a  little 
which  it  Is  but  too  true  she  fequires* 

Colonell  Harmar  w4U  tnuumit  to  OouneiU  the  Strength  of  i» 
lUffimentB  with  the  Time  lor  which  the  whole  stand  encaged.  I 
wii£  to  God  aome  Mothod  eould  be  fallen  upon  to  fiU  np,^ 
Regiments  in  Case  of  Accidents — ^you  will  pardon  me  t  hope  if  I 
suggest  that  it  may  not  be  improper  ^  reoQommend  it  to  tbe 
Assembly,  and  you  wiU  please  to  obeerve  that  our  real  streogdi  a 
much  less  than  the  Numbers  on  Paper,  very  great  Draughts  haviag 
been  made  from  Us  £>r  Waggoners  and  Artificers  of  all  finds  whie^ 
are  still  returned  in  the  Regiments.. 

I  hope  I  (fid  not  dssappoiut  your  Sze^Ui^ioy  in  the  Gonny* 
ance  of  the  Letters  you  desij^ned  for  this  PUce^^I  waited  untill  Is 
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o'olook  and  then  oonolnded  that  BaaiDesB  had  preyented   jonr 
wnftiiig. 

I  Am  with  perfect  Bsteem 

Sir  jour  most  obedient 

Iiamble  Servant^ 

A'.  ST.  CLAIR. 

Dirtcted^ 

Hit  Bzeellenqy  Joseph  Heed  Esquire. 


Sbct.  MaItlaok  vo  Stoj^blt  Hoffmak,  1779. 

PbUadelphia,  October  8%  1779. 
Sir, 

Tdnr  letter  to  His  Excellency  the  President  respecting,  Bnckridgo 
Sims,  John  Drinker  Matthew  Johns  and  Thomas  Story  has  beeti 
laid  before  him.  I  have  his  order  to  inforiA  theiH,  thro  jon,  that 
they  will  be  heard  as  soon  as  the  Chief  Justice  iLrrives  in  town, 
which  it  is  expected  will  be  this  day — You  will  also  please  to  inform 
ifaem,  that  a  regard  te  their  own  safety  in  a  time  of  suoh  oonfnsion 
and  danger  When  raspicions  against  them  have  so  generally  prefraiM 
in  the  minds  of  the  people,  ought  to  induce  them  to  snbmit  patiently 
to  the  inconvenience  of  a  few  &y8  conjfinement,  rendered  unavoidable 
by  the  extent  of  the  riot  which  happened  on  Monday  and  the  length 
of  time  necessary  for  a  hearing  of  so  many  Cases  as  well  as  by  the 
attention  of  the  state  to  Cthet  exltaordinary  business  of  the  highest 
importance. 

lam&c. 

your  Very  humble  servant 

T.  M.  Seo^. 

Directed^ 
To  Stokely  Hoflfaian^  Goaltt. 
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A    MESSAaS    FROM    THE    COUNCIL    TO    THB    GeHBBAL 
ASSBMBLT,   1779. 

In  Counoil^  PMIadelphia, 

October  Sth,  1779. 

His  ExoelleDoy  the  President  having  this  morning  reoeiyed  the 
enclosed  letter  Arom  His  Ezoellencj*  General  Washingrton,  ditei 
West  Point,  4th  October  1779,*  The  Goancil  have  thoaght  it  pfops 
to  lay  the  same  before  yon  for  your  advice,  and  assistance,  fallj  eoo- 
sidering  that  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  object  of  it  will 
engage  the  immediate  and  most  serious  attention  of  yonr  honoiabb 
house. 

By  order  of  the  Oonndl, 

GEO.  BRYAN, 

Yioe  piesideDt 
Indoned, 

Message  firom  Council  Oct.  8,  and  a  Letter  firom  Gen'l  Wasb- 
ington. 

Oct.  8, 1779,  Bead  &  refered  to  Mr.  Olymer,  T.  Smith,  Lacej, 
Harris,  Hartley. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honorable  The  Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of  Oeneral  A> 
aembly. 


Pbbs.  OF  CoNGRBSS  TO  Pebs.  Besd^  1779. 

Circular. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency  stindry  resolutioos 
of  Congress  of  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  for  supplying  the  OontiDeiitil 
Treasury,  and  to  request  the  earliest  communication  of  them  to  the 
Leffislative  authority  of  your  State. 

The  money  which  Congress  aie  at  liberty  to  emit  will  probably  be 
expended  in  the  beginning  of  December  next,  and  subsequent  eop- 
plies  must  be  fumi^ed  by  the  State — this  evinces  the  necessity  of 
the  punctual  payment  of  their  respective  quotas,  on  which  &dt 
publick  credit,  the  existence  of  their  Army  and  the  support  of  their 
liberties  so  greatly  depend. 

Congress  are  deeply  concerned  to  find  that  the  sums  required  an 
00  great,  but  since  the  emissions  are  limited  they  doubt  not  the 

*  Not  found. 
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operation  of  tazoe  and  other  salntary  measnrea  in  tbe  oonrae  of  the 
jear  will  reduce  the  prices  of  articles  and  enable  them  to  lessen  tbe 
quotas  required,  or  apply  part  thereof  to  diminish  the  public  debt — 
ta  promote  so  desirable  an  object,  Congress,  on  their  part,  will 
endeavoor  to  observe  the  strictest  Oeconomy  in  the  ezpenditures. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  warrants  will  be  issued  on  the  Treasurers 
of  the  respective  States  for  the  quotas  to  be  furnished  on  the  first  of 
January  next,  and  that  I  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Exeell'ys 
most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

SAM'L  HUNTINGTON,* 
President. 
Philada.,  9th  Ootob',  1779. 

Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


Rbport  to  Assembly,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  October  9th,  1779. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  the  Compensation  due  to 
the  following  Civil  Officers  and  others  for  the  Services  of  the  year 
now  last  past  &o^,  made  a  Beport  in  Writing,  which  being  considered 
was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

To  his  Excellency  the  president  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council,  je20  000 
To  the  Honorable  the  Yioe  President,  10  000 
-    To  the  other  Members  of  Council  20  dollars  per  day 
each,  the  5th  of  April  last  past. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Members  of  Congress  for  this 
State  24  dollars  per  day  each,  since  the  5th  of  April  last 
past. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Chief  Justice,  £12  000 

the  Puisne  Judges  each.  6  000 

the  Attorney  General,  4  000 

the  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  5  000 

the  Lieutenants  of  Counties  since  the  5th  of  April  last 
past,  12  dollars  ^  diem. 

the  Sub  Lieutenants  of  Counties  ^  diem  since  the  5th 
of  April  last  past,  10  dollars. 

*  Bleeted  Pres't  Sep.  28th,  see  GoL  Rec.,  YoL  XH,  p.  116. 
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To  ihe  Speller  of  iho  Gonend  Aaaemblj  fir  eaoh  day 
daring  this  titting.  £10 

To  eaeh  Member  per  diem  20  dolkn, 

To  Ibe  Clerk  of  the  Homo  £10  f  iin, 

To  the  Aaaistuii  Clerk  9  ditlo^ 

To  the  door  keeper  10  doHars  ^  diem, 
Mileage  five  Shillings  per  Mile« 

Extrftot  from  the  Minutes 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 
Clk.  of  Qeatsfi. 


BBSOLUTIOlir  OF  GbKBRAL  AfiSBMBLY,  1779. 

Saturday  d<^  of  October,  1779. 
In  (}eneral  Assembly  of  Pennvflvaak. 

A  Message  from  the  Snpreme  Execntiye  Connoil  setting  fortk 
'<  That  His  ExeeUenoy  The  President  had  ezpsested  to  Gooncil  his 
apprehenions  of  sreat  distresses  among  poor  Housekeepers  in  this  (Stj 
from  the  high  pnoe  of  floar,  and  proposed  the  taking  measures  in  cod- 
oert  with  the  House  for  their  relief  by  distributing  among  them  ooe 
hnndred  barrels  of  flour,  glTine  a  preference  to  suoh  famiSes  as  hsn 
performed  Militia  duty,  And  iJso  to  take  some  effiaoidal  measuttto 
obtain  a  supply  of  Wood  to  the  City;  And  that  Oonncil  ooneun^ 
in  Opinion  with  His  Excellency/'  and  requesting  the  Hoase  to  tib 
the  same  into  Consideration  was  read,  and  thereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  BzeeatiTe  Council  be  and  theytn 
hereby  authorized  to  distribute  one  hundred  Barrels  among  the  poor 
aforesaid,  having  a  particular  respect  to  the  Families  of  snob  Mifitt 
Men  as  shall  serve  on  the  presont  expedition,,  which  fl^oor  se  dabib- 
uted  shall  be  procured  at  the  expenoe  of  this  State. 
Bxinet  from  the  Miautss, 

JOHN  MORRIS  Juh',  Clert* 

«  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XH,  p.  125. 
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B.B80LUTI0K  OF  Obneral  Assbmblt,  1779. 

Sftturday,  9"  October,  1779. 
In  Geueral  AsMrably  of  PenapylTaaiai 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  His  Szoelleney  Oeneral 
WashlDgton  relative  to  a  sapply  of  Militia  &o.  was  referred,  made  a 
Beport  in  writing,  which  after  some  debate,  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  a  Body  of  Militia  should  i>e  immedi- 
ately drawn  forth  into  aotaal  seryioe  to  co-operate  with  the  Conti* 
nental  Army  against  the  common  enemy — ^This  Hoase  therefore 
fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  a  spirited  exertion  at  the  pre- 
sent important  Crisis, 

Do  Recommend  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  Stato, 
that  they  take  such  measures  either  by  drawing  out  the  Militia  in^ 
classes  and  influencing  them  to  serve  for  three  Months  by  such 
Bounties,  Exemptions  and  other  motives,  as  they  in  their  prudence 
shall  juc^e  to  be  necessary ;  or  otherwise  to  form  a  Corps  equal  to 
the  number  of  effective  men  required  for  the  said  service  on  such 
Terms  as  they  shall  find  to  be  requisite,  referring  the  said  Council 
to  the  Succeeding  House  of  General  Assembly  for  approbation  & 
legal  sanction  of  their  proceedings  in  this  case,  in-as-much  as  the 
time  this  House  can  legally  sit  is  too  short  to  admit  of  such  formal 
proceedings  as  the  business  requires. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MOREIS  Jun',  Clerk  * 


Bbbolution  of  Gehbbal  Asskmblt,  1779. 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

October  10%  1779. 

The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  taking  into  their  Consideration  the 
services  performed  by  General  Wayne,  and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  the  attack  on  Stony  Pointy  and  the 
Beoommendation  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Councu, 

Besolved.  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  General 
Wayne,  ana  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  for 
the  Courage  and  Conduct  displayed  by  them  in  the  Attack  on  Stony 
Point,  inie  Honor  they  have  reflected  on  the  State  to  which  they 
belong,  the  Clemency  they  shewed  to  those  in  their  power  in  a  situ- 
ation when,  by  the  Laws  of  War,  and  stimulated  by  resentment  occa* 
Bioned  by  the  Remembrance  of  a  former  Massacre,  they  would  have 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  VoL  XII.,  p.  128-4. 
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been  justified  in  putting  to  Death  every  one  of  the  Oarriaon,  vill 
transmit  their  names,  with  honor,  to  the  latest  posterity,  and  will 
shew.that  true  bravery  and  humanity  are  inseparable. 

Resolved,  That  this  Resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  SapieiK 
Executive  Council,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  transmit  the  am 
to  General  Wayne,  to  be  by  him  conveyed  to  the  Officers  tnd  Sol- 
diers of  ihe  Pennsylvania  Line  under  his  Command,  in  the  Attid 
above  mentioned. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  House.* 
JOHN  BAYARD,  Speaker. 


CaPT,   CLXTGGAaB  TO   PRESIDENT  BbBB,    1779. 

Port  Robartdeau,  Oct',  10'*,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  Reo*  your  Letter  some  time  agoe,  Daited  Aug^  20^,  vhich  Sor* . 

Prised  me  very  much  that  you  have  not  Received  my  returns  of  oj 
Progress  in  Recruiting  at  Different  times  before  the  Date  of  yoar 
Letter,  as  I  have  sent  Expresses  with  Different  Letters  as  far  don 
as  Carlisle,  allowing  them  to  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opcrtunitj^ 
thare.  But  it's  likely  the  ware  miscarried  by  some  means,  therefore 
would  be  glad  to  know  by  what  means  I  am  to  send  you  retans^ 
whether  by  Express  or  no ;  if  by  Express,  how  the  are  to  be  for* 
nisbed  with  money  to  pay  their  Expences. 

You  say  you  have  been  informed  I  have  Indulged  my  men  witii 
leting  them  go  to  their  homes.  I  acknowledge  I  have  Indalged  i 
few  of  them,  such  as  had  Grain  to  Reep,  (and  save  it)  as  it  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  loss  to  the  State  to  let  grain  be  destroyed  for  wa&t  of 
reaping  whare  it  is  so  very  scarce  as  it  is  in  this  frontier,  reDdered 
so  from  the  different  Incursions  of  the  enemy.  I  am  very  moch  Sor- 
prised  to  hear  that  Gentlemen  of  Note  in  the  County  have  had  reasofl 
to  Complain  of  me,  as  I  am  conscious  I  have  done  every  thisg  t^ 
could  be  expected  from  me  towards  Protecting  the  Suffering  Ffos- 
tiers  of  this  County.  But,  Sir,  I  must  inform  you  that  there  are  Gea- 
tlemen  in  this  County  that  would  not  be  Satisfyed  with  my  Coih1o<^ 
Kzcept  I  would  furnish  them  and  their  familyes  with  a  gaid  at  thdi 
own  houses,  so  that  the  might  follow  their  Labour  without  Pangoir; 
however,  that  is  out  of  my  Power ;  for  it  would  take  at  least  a  regir 
ment  to  afford  that  Protection  to  every  famaly  in  the  Quarter  I  >■ 
Stationed  in,  and  have  grate  reason  to  think  it  must  be  some  of  theie 
Gentlemen  that  have  Loged  the  Complaint;  therefore,  in  order  to 
Justify  my  Caracter,  would  take  it  as  a  favous  if  you  would  Let  ae 
know  the  Gentlemen's  names  by  first  opertunity. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  185. . 
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My  Company  has  been  Revewed,  and  Past  mnsier,  8  Offioen  & 
48  Rank  and  file^  one  of  the  Latter  killed  or  taken.  I  have  made 
•plication  to  M'  Carson  for  the  neoessaries  promised — have  reo' 
Some  of  tliemi  Bnt  no  Bhinkets  Except  foar ;  the  are  very  neoesssary 
at  this  Season  of  the  year,  and  Can't  be  done  without ;  therefore 
would  be  glad  M'  Carson  Gould  be  furnished  with  them  by  some 
means,  as  I  have  promised  them  to  the  men.  Would  be  Olad  to  know 
who  I  must  apply  to  pay  the  Doctor's  Bills,  as  I  have  Been  under 
the  necessity  of  applying  to  one  for  some  of  my  Companyi  and 
payed  him  out  of  my  own  Pocket. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  respect, 

Your  Very  Humb'  Serv* 

THOMAS  CLUGAGE 

Directed^ 

To  Joflseph  Reed,  Precedent  of  Council  in  State  of  Pensylvania. 
To  Care  of  Col.  Jn"  Dayis,  Carlide. 


J.  D.  Sbrqeant  to  Pres*  Bbbd,  1779. 

Philad%  10  Oct',  1779. 

Sir, 

'  Id  pursuance  of  an  Order  of  Council,  I  commenced  an  Action  at 
the  Suit  of  Jesse  Jordan  ag^  Gen^  Arnold — That  Action  is  now 
abated  by  the  PlflTs.  Death. 

No  Application  as  yet  has  been  made  to  me  on  the  part  of  his 
Exrs.  or  Admrs.,  if  there  are  any.  As  the  State  is  interested  in  the 
Event  of  this  Afiair,  should  be  glad  to  receiye  such  Directions  as 
may  be  thought  proper  in  this  Situation  of  the  Business,  &  for  that 
End  have  thought  it  my  Duty  to  communicate  this  Intelligence. 
Jesse  Jordan  has  been  lately  murdered  in  Chester  County. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

hble.  &  obed«  Serv*, 

JON*.  D.  SERGEANT. 

Directed^ 

Write  to  Col.  Boyd. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Presid*  in  Council. 
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YlGB  PfiSBIDilNT  B&YAV  TO   C.  J*  McKSAN,  1779. 

Philad*.,  10  OctoV,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

Tha  Prerideat  being  very  ill  yesterday,  ieriied  that  (he  not  pm- 
ring  letter  migbi  be  written,  to  urge  yonr  preeenoe  hon  immedh 
Atelyy  tbe  boeinaas  of  tbe  preaent  ekooit  notwitbatandimg.  Hap{)flj, 
bis  fit  baa  remitted  in  tbe  eyeniog,  &  iba  bark  was  aydmiiiisteni 
Tbe  return  of  tbe  fever  tbia  day  waa  ligbtar^  yet  prodnoed  bow 
delirium. 

In  tbis  aitnation,  and  seeing  tbe  public  quiet  ia  greatlT  restond^ 
tbe  President,  unwilling  tbat  tbe  course  of  Juatioe  abould  be  & 
turbed  but  from  tbe  greatest  necessity,  wiabea  it  were  in  bis  power 
to  intercept  your  return  bitber.  For  tbis  purpose  ^e  bearer  a 
despatobed. 

Tbe  Qenl  Meroer  wkb  «  prise,  ia  arrivod— ^  Sbip  bound  bm 
Halifax  to  Sumatra  laden  witb  co^fiab. 

I  am,  &C.J 

G.B.,T.p 

To  Tboa.  MoKean,  Esqr. 


V.  P.  Bryan  to  Genl.  Wilkinson,  1779. 

In  Coaneil, 

PbUadelpbia,  October  11th,  im. 
Sir, 

Council  request  tbat  you  will  immediately  cause  to  be  packed  19 
two  tbouaand  auita  of  Cloaf^oa,  to  be  forwaided  aa  aoon  aa  ponUe 
to  the  sub-CIotbier  «t  Gamp,  for  the  use  of  tbe  tfoops  of  the  PeoB- 
aylvania  Line. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  & 

.  Very  bumble  senrant, 

OEOBGE  BRTAN, 

Vice  Preaideat 

To  Gen.  Wilkinson,  Clothier  General  of  tbe  United  Stotes,  orba 
Deputy. 
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Jacob  Mtrbs,  &c.,  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1779, 

Mudd  IsLiBd,  October  11th,  1779. 
Honbld  Sir, 

Thid  nigbt  I  hajrled  a  Sloop  from  the  platform  three  times,  &  got 
an  answer  to  no  pnr^se,  which  OccationM  me  to  fire  a  Ounn  to 
bfing  her  to.  fflhe  Kept  Sail,  Wfaicb  ocoationed  me  to  Order  my 
baige  mtttt'd  k  Rowed  after  her,  &  Beaded  her  near  where  the  She* 
Toidriei'g  are  bailding,  I  aaked  the  Gapt*  what  he  had  on  board,  he 
made  answer  that  he  had  a  Sweep-Md,  My  Cnrioity  Leaded  me  to 
Seroh,  k  feoiid  on  Board  the  fdbwing  Artieles,  Via.,  80  Bandies 
of  Rod  Iron,  18  Bowlts  of  Oanrice,  12  Keggs  of  6an  Powder,  1 
piae  Box,  the  Contents  unknown, Direeted  toSaml.  Proveanoe, Bal- 
tmora^  Besides  Tmnks,  whieh  he  said  Belonged  to  the  passengers; 
finding  these  Goods  I  asked  Mm  for  his  Olearanoe  f  he  said  he  had 
none,  likewise  for  his  permit  f  he  had  none;  I  aaked  him  whom  the 
powder  Belonged,  he  said  a  Jew. 

P.  8.  With  Compliance  to  the  Orders  of  Council,  we  thought  fit 
to  Detain  the  Vesel  till  Orders  from  Council. 

We,  the  Undernamed  Officers,  Certifies  the  Contents  to  be  true, 
JACOB  MTRB8,  L*  of  Ar^llerr. 
JOHN  POLLARD,  1  Lut. 
ANDREW  MYERS,  Ensign. 
IHreetedf 

To  George  Bryan,  Vice  President,  Philadelphia. 


V.  P,  Bryan  to  Oveiobm  at  Mud  Island,  &o,,  1779. 

In  Conmeil, 

^   Phikda.,  OMober  11th,  1779. 
8ir, 

The  Oooneil  hatre  this  day  thevghi  i*  proper  to  lay  an  embafgo 
«D  provisloss  of  all  kads  Ibr  the  space  of  thirty  days,  in  order  the 
mere  effeetoally  to  secnre  a  snpyly  for  the  Army  of  flis  Ezeellenoy 
4]^etteral'  Washington,  and  £or  the  fieet  of  our  Great  Ally,  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty. 

You  are  therefore  to  take  care  that  no  yessels  be  permitted  to  pass 
the  forts  without  a  regular  clearance. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

GEORGE  BRYAN, 

Vice  President.* 
To  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Mnd  Island  and  Billingsport. 

*  G.  Bryan  resigned  as  Y.  P.  on  this  same  day  and  '*  Hon.  Matthew  Smith 
Bsq./'  was  eleotdd  Vice  President. — He  only  continued  till  Oct.  28,  and  Wm. 
Moore  was  elected  his  Saeoessor,  Kot.  li«  dee  CoL  Bee.,  Yoh  XXL,  p. 
127,  148,  168. 
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John  Mitchell  to  Pres.  Besd,  1779. 

War  A  Ordinanoe  Office,  11  Oct.,  1779. 
Sir, 

There  will  be  wantiiig  to  Transport  Stores  in  the  Ordnance  I^epni- 
meot  at  least  one  Hundred  Waggons,  Immediatoly,  so  fbel  as  jdq 
eolleet  them  let  Forty  or  Fifty  be  immediately  sent  to  Valley  Forge, 
the  orosB  Roads,  three  Miles  from  the  Swedes  Ford  &  Freaoh  Gre^ 
to  transport  the  Eighteen  Pounder  shell  at  those  plaeea  to  Oamp. 
Inform  ns  of  the  Waggons  as  they  oome  in  &  wo  will  order  their 
Lading.  We  suppose  it  will  be  neoessaiy  to  apply  to  tlie  Slsie, 
which  yon  will  do  with  the  ntmost  Dispatoh  The  Waggona  col- 
lected in  the  Quarter  of  the  country  above  mentioned,  will,  no  doobl 
be  first  act  at  Work. 

We  are  your  Obed.  Servants, ' 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  order. 
Ool  J.  Hitohell,  D.  Q.  M.  G.' 
Philada.,  (Copy.) 


Philada.,  11  Oct.,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  the  Original  of  the  above  Copy  from 
the  Board  of  War.     As  it  is  not  in  mj  power  to  furnish  the  Number 
of  Waffgons  required,  without  your  Excellency's  Warrant  to  Impreas 
them,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  Warranto  for  that 
purpose;  there  is  very  considiBrable  Dcniands  made  on  me  by  the 
Clothier  Qeneral  and  others,  which  will  make  it  extreamly  diffienk 
to  procure  the  number  of  Waggons  required  at  this  time.     If  you 
think  it  proper  to  grant  Warrants  for  one  Hundred  &  Twenty  goed 
four  Horse  Teams,  I  believe  it  will  be  sufficient. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most 
Obed*  hum*  serv*, 

JNO.  MITCHELL,  D.  Q.  M.  Q. 

Directed f 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  stoto  of  Pennsjl- 
vania. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1779.  747 

V.  P.  Smith  to  Officers  at  Mud  Isl'd,  1779. 

In  Crandli 

PhilAd*,  Ootob'  12, 1779. 
Blr, 

The  Coanoil  received  the  letter' from  Lt.  Mjers  &  others  dated 
yeBterdaj  respecting  Wirts  shallop-^jrour  Vieilaoce  in  stoping  this 
Vessel  at  the  present  crisis  is  verj  agreeable  to  the  council  and 
entitles  yoa  to  thanks — it  is  not  the  intention  of  Council  to  laj  any 
difficulties  on  the  riveV  trade,  the  Council  therefore  desire  jou 
will  permit  Mr*  Wirtz  to  pass,  and  not  to  stop  any  vessel  but  such 
as  have  provisions  on  board,  agreeably  to  the  pass  given^this  mora- 
ine to  Cap^  Wirts  by  the  secretary. 

The  proclamation  for  the  embargo  will  be  sent  you  tomorrow  by 
which  the  intention  of  it  will  be  shewn  to  yon. 
I  am 
with  diiere«peet 

year  humUe  Servant 

MATTHEW  SMITH, 

Vice  President* 
Attest,  T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 
To  Officers  commanding  at  Billingsport  &  Mud  island. 


CtRCTJLAR  OF  COXTHOIL  TO  LlBUTBFAKTSy   1779, 

In  Council, 

FhUadelphia,  October  13, 1779. 
Sir, 

The  approach  of  the  Fleet  of  His  mpst  Christian  Majesty,  under 
ihe  command  of  the  Count  lyEstatng,  intended  to  co-operate  with 
the  American  army,  under  the  oommand  of  His  Szeetlency  Ckneral 
Washington,  affording  the  faintest  prospect  of  sueoass  in  a  vigorous 
effort  to  expel,  or  make  captive  of  the  British  invaders,  who  have  qo 
long  ravaged  our  country  and  who  have  lately  attempted  to  spreid 
fire  and  desolation  thro  it.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  ealled  upon 
to  furnish  a  body  of  Militia  to  the  aid  of  the  Contiaental  army. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  ordered  to  call  forth  claiMes  of 

*  See  pages  746. 
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the  Militia  of  your  oonnty,  aooordiDg  to  law,  with  all  posnble  expe- 
dition to  TfndeEvooB  at  Trenton  in  the  state  of  New  Jersej. 

The  Arms  and  aoooutrements  belonging  to  the  state  whieh'  are  m 
yonr  hands,  are  to  be  applied  in  arming  the  men  who  torn  oat  oi 
this  occasion.  Snob  blankets  belonging  to  the  state  as  are  in  your 
possession,  are  alse  to  be  applied  to  their  nse  during  this  tour  of 
daty.  And  any  person  who  shall  furnish  himself  with  arms  vak 
blanicets,  or  either  of  them,  having  the  same  appraised  by  two  repu- 
table freeholders  and  the  appraisements  lodged  before  marching  in 
your  hands,  or  the  hands  of  the  Col«  or  Lieu^  Ool*  of  the  BattaTicm 
to  which  be  belongs,  shall  have  the  same  paid  for  by  the  state  in 
case  of  their  being  lost  in  any  engagement  w;th  the  enemy. 

The  deficiency  of  arms  accoutrements  &  blankets  will  be  made  Tip 
at  Trenton. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  freemen  of  the  state  to  a  ready  oompK- 
ance  with  tbeir  duty  this  Council  have  thought  proper  to  pay  to  etch 
man  Tbotb  officers  &  privates)  who  shall  now  serve  his  tonr,  for  two 
montns,  according  to  lawj  the  sum  of  ei£fh(y  dollars  in  addition  to 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  allowed  by  law.  Twenty  pounds  thereof 
to  be  paid  immediately  in  hand  tirenly  -ponnda  more  to  be  by  the 
almoner  distributed  to  thie  family  of  sooh  JiiKtia  man  in  his  absence 
if  necesaaryt,  and  tbe  renainder  with  the  monthly  pay,  to  be  paid  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  service. 

But  as  His  EiCellency  Oeneral  Washington  has  it  much  at  heart 
now  to  close  the  war  in  Amettoa  by  a  vigorous  ^nl  gloficAis  effort, 
nothing  would  be  more  mortifying  and  distressing  than  4o  fail  is 
this  great  attempt  by  the  shortness  ^f  the  time  whioh  the  militia  of 
the  state  are  4)y  law  to  serve  in  the  field.  And  it  would  be  disgnce- 
ful  in  the  highest  degree  for  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania  sfaoald 
they  fail  in  their  duty  to  their  country  at  a  time  when  onr  illustrious 
ally  has  generously  afforded  us  such  a  powerful  assistance  both  ia 
ships  and  men,  as  nndoubtedly  will  enable  us  to  strike  a  decisife 
blow  against  the  enemy,  now  in  the  bowels  of  our  country. 

In  order — as  much  as  in  us  lies  to  remove  this  danger  from  before 
ns,  and  to  secure  the  success  which  every  friend  of  his  country  most 
ardently  wish  for,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  every  able 
man  who  shall  engage  to  serve  one  month  longer  than  he  is  by  kv 
^obliged  to  setve,  the.  0iim  of  fifty  pouudB  in  addition  to  the  sum 
•above*  mentioBed|  tiaktog  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
iMnnnto-^^ciy  pcmnds  tber0of  to  ba  paid  in  hand-^forty^  ponnds  to 
be  disferihiitod  in  his  absenoe  to  his  family,  and  the  remaining  twen^ 
iponndB  to  be  paid  hSia  o^.tbe  expiration  of  th9  said  term  of  tbiee 
montha^ 

.  It  ia  Ihe  eaniasi  deaira  i)f  the  Gow^  that  yon  exert  your  ntmoet 
influanoe  with  the  people  of  your  Geuntjr  to  induca  aueh  of  them  ae 
1to»  out  on  this  oaU  4o  enga^  to  serv^e.  to  three  months.  You  maj 
assure  those  who  engage  to  serve  for  that  tim^,  that  if  the  serviee 
does  not  absolutely  require  their  oontiDnance  in  the  field  they  will 
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be  900D6r  difloharged,  and  tbe  full  bomity  n0twitb9tandiDg.be  paid  to 
tbem.  Tbe' form  bereander  will  be  proper,  to  be^signed  by  tbose  wbo 
enter  for  three  months. 

You,  are  to  give  the  earliest  possible  notiee  to  tbis  eonnoil  of  tbe 
numbers  wbioh  yon  oan  depend  on  to  turn  out  on  this  call  and  also 
the  number  whieb  each  olass  bears  that  is  now  to  be  called  out. 


Council  xo  Col,  Johjst  Coxb,  1779. 

October  18, 1779. 
Sir, 

-  Mr.  Hitehe)ly  your  deputy  here^  b«i  called  upon  us  for  n  prem 
wammt  for  40  or  50  Waggons  to  oarry  cannon,  fifaot  from  Ghestoe 
Oovntj  to  Oamp.  3%is  application  is  made  ib  ciro^mstanoem  that  ara 
estretnely  diffionlt.  Thi$  pay  of  £&  perdievi  it  now  beooiwe  aototally 
inade<|aate,  that  I  doubt  not  the  Waggons  OTeiy  wbere  would  bt 
disabled  if  not  destroyed,  on  tbe  fint  Uea  of  being  dragged  into  tha 
Sorrice  on  suoh  terms.  Our  representetions  tq  your  depattoMnt  last 
BUfluneri  indneed  your  deputies  to  hire  OarriagBs  by  the  btrrell  Of 
otherwise)  aoid  siaoe  that  tbe  iurCber  depreeiation  baa  put  tbo  drawing 
a^t  of  Waggons  under  our  IaW|  quite  out  o{  tbe  reach  of  poesi^ 
bility. 

You  will  perhaps  enquire,  why  tbe  Lsgialaturei  kiely  risen,  have 
not  oousideied  of  tbis  business^  &  interposed  to  make  it  practieable. 
If  an  opinion  may  be  hazarded  in  sucb  a  Gasoi  I  would  say,  that  the 
Waggon-Service  has  been  so  peculiarly  grievous  on  the  husbandmeil 
of  Pennsylvania,  that  it  was  wished  the  laws  for  impressing  their 
Garriages  &  Horses,  which  no  other  State  has  imitated,  sbewd  ex- 
pire in  silence,  as  they  soon  will  by  their  own  Limitation. 

It  is  likely,  as  the  Gountry  work  at  this  time  begins  to  slacken  a 
little,  that  if  you  would  offer  tbe  farmers,  wbo  yet  have  Waffgons, 
(for  their  number  is  by  the  uaaqual  burden  on  the  possessors  ofsueh 
property,  greatly  reduced,  &  dayly  declining,)  a  price  [Proportioned 
to  the  rates  at  which  other  services  are  paid,  you  might  attain  the 
Garriages  easily  now  wanted.  To  rely  on  Pross- Warrants  will  only 
harrass  &  provoke  tbe  honest  Gountrymen,  &  the'  in  a  small  instauee^ 
it  might  surprixe  ft  fix  some  few  at  the  presenl^  yet  i^  will  at  once 
put  a  full  stop  to  the  procuring  of  Waggons. 

Why  indeed  the  possessor  of  a  Team  should  be  treated  on  this 
unequal  footing,  it  is  hard  to  say.  While  the  Iron-master,  the 
merchant,  &  the  farmer  in  other  respects,  are  paid' the  Current  price 
for  their  goods,  these  peiaons  are  selected  to  ba  dragged  into  public 
service  at  an  inferior  hire.  Believe  me,  Sir,  this  is  neither  fair  nor 
political.  '  Why  should  a  man  be  punished  for  keeping  up  a  Team  J 
— at  this  rate,  thaOouatry  will  *)oa  be  vary  bare  of  Carriages. 
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Fbss.  Bebb  to  Jbnifbb  &  Boot,  1779. 

Oel  15, 1779. 
Oept., 

Oar  Beloetanoe  to  add  to  the  poblick  Expense  pieyenied  ov 
giyioff  any  decisive  Answer  to  jonr  Bequest  this  Morning  that  ws 
would  name  a  suitable  Bate  for  the  Hire  of  the  Waflgons  untiil  we 
had  made  Inquiries  what  Bates  our  Neighbours  haid^  &  what  wen 
the  Bxpeotations  of  our  own  People.  Our  Committee  haTo  reported 
that  in  New  Jersey  there  being  no  law  to  compel  Waggon  Serrioe 
beyond  3  Days,  the  Quarter  Masters  depend  upon  Contracts  which 
are  very  Tarious  according  to  the  Supplies  they  receive  of  Foiage, 
Gloathingy  Bepairs,  &c.,  so  as  to  afibid  no  Line  of  Comparison  or 
Ouidance.  The  Price  of  £4.  10  was  fixed  in  this  State  in  Septan- 
ber,  1778y|8ince  when  the  Prices  of  all  other  Articles  have  incresied 
at  least  Ten  fold— In  July  last  10s.  ^  Day  was  added  to  the  HiiSi 
The  Price  now  between  Man  &  ^Man  is  £25  ^  Day — ^bnt  we  have 
concluded,  all  Girenmstances  considered,  to  recommend  Co  the  Hon. 
Committee  to  add  ^67  ^  Day  to  the  present  Prioe^  which  we  hope 
trill  be  fully  satisfaotorv  and  produce  the  desired  number  of  Teams. 
•^The  Committee  will  be  pleased  to  consider  that  fixing  it  thamslTei 
rather  than  being  done  by  a  Law  of  the  State^Oongms  will  allwa^ 
have  it  in  their  rower  to  alter  it  on  any  Change  of  Giroonistanoes. 
I  am  with  great  Bespect  &  Begard, 

Gent,  your  obed.  Hbbl.  Serv.* 

i>trectedf 
To  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer  &  Mr.  Boot 


Lt,  Col.  Josbph  Habmab  to  Pbbsidbkt  Bbbd^  1779. 

Oamp^  West  Point,  October  15th,  1779. 
8ir> 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  your  Excellency  a  Betani  ol 
the  Strength  of  the  Eight  Begiments  which  at  present  compose  the 
Pennsylvania  Division,  specifying  when  their  Times  expire.  The 
three  other  Begiments  of  our  Line  being  detached,  cannot  be  aMe^ 
tuned 

As  the  whole  Army  now  undergoes  a  Monthly  Inspection  I  b^ 
leave  to  state  to  your  Exoellenoy  the  Condition  of  our  Iroope.  Their 

•  See  Colon.  Bee,  Vol  XIL,  p.  1«1. 
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Clothing  (which  was  drawn  last  Fall  at  Frederioksbnrg)  is  now  ola 
and  tattered.     Shirts  and  Blankets  greatly  wanted,  and  scarcely  a 

food  Hat  in  the  whole  Division.  The  daily  &  hard  Fatigne  at  this 
^ost  must  consequently  soon  render  them  still  worse.  Bnt  noiwith- 
standing  all  these  Inconveniences  they  are  well  armed  and  cut  as 
clean  and  decent  an  Appearance  as  Ciroomstances  can  possibly 
admit. 

I  addressed  your  Excellency  on  the  25th  last  August  in  regard  to 

i  promotions  and  appointments  which  I  wish  to  take  place  in  the  6th 

P.  R.,  and  have  directed  Captain  Nice  (who  is  gone  sick  to  Oerman- 

r  town)  to  call  respecting  them.    Shouldthey  meet  your  Excellencies 

approbation;  shall  be  happy  in  having  them  tiansmitted  as  early  as 

s  possible. 

I  have  the  Hflhor  to  be 
^  with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

your  Excellencies  most  hble.  &  obed.  Serv., 

JOS.  HARMAB,  Lt  Col.  Com.  6th  P.  B., 
&  Inspector  Pennsa.  Line. 

Directed^ 

His  Bxcelleaey  Joseph  Reed,  ^Bxp.^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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OOMMISSIONBRS  FOR    COLLBOTINa    FlOXTB,  TO    PrES.   BeED, 

1779. 

Sir, 

We  the  Sabscriben  having  met  in  the  Borrongh  of  lAncaetery 
Pursuant  to  an  Act  of  General  Aseembly  of  this  State,  appointing 
us  amongst  others }  Oommissioners  for  uoUectioff  of  flour  for  this 
County  to  Supplj  the  french  fleet,  have  agreed  on  the  following 
prices  Viz^  fiftteen  Pounds  for  every  Bushel  of  merchantable  wheat 
weighing  Sixty  Pounds,  and  forty  two  Pounds  for  every  Hundred 
weight  of  ffood  merchantable  flour ;  to  be  paid  in  each  and  every  of 
our  Several  districts,  the  Costs  of  the  Quota  of  our  County,  Recko* 
ning  the  Casks,  Cooperage,  &o.  at  £3  amounts  to,  upon  a  Bough 
Calculation,  £326250  which  Said  Sum,  Agreeable  to  the  Opinion 
of  Said  Commissioners  ouffht  to  be  in  thoir  hands,  in  order  to  Ena- 
ble them  to  purchase  the  Same ;  And  we  have  agreed  that  M'  Tho* 
mas  Edwards  one  of  Said  Commissioners,  is  to  Carry  this  down  to 
you,  iu  order  to  let  you  know,  our  Sentimenta  on  the  Same. 
We  are  Sir, 

with  the  Greatest  Bespect 

your  Excellency's  most  obediant 

Humble  Servants, 

JAME3  JACKS, 
BICfiABI>  FBEB, 
JAMES  ANDEBSON  Jr., 
MICHAEL  FOUTS, 
DAVH)  WATSON, 
HUGH  DEDEN, 
MABTIN  HOLMAN, 
THOMAS  EDWABDS. 
Lancaster,  I5«^  October,  1779. 

JDirectedf 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq**,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

82* 
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OoL.  Lewis  Faembk  to  Council,  1779. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Sapreme  Exeoutive  Counoil  of  the  CommoB 

Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

I  would  beg  Leave  to  Inform  Council,  that  the  Store  now  Oooi- 
pied  hj  me,  is  not  near  large  Enough  to  Contain  the  Goods,  winted 
for  the  Troops  of  this  State,  and  as  there  is  a  Store  ander  the  sum 
Boof,  now  Occupied  by  Col.  George  Henry  with  some  Naval  Stoni 
of  this  State,  which  could  be  moved  up  stairs  in  One  Day,  Or  \m 
by  the  hands  of  One  of  the  Gallies,  it  would  Enable  me  to  Redw 
and  Pack  all  the  Goods,  Purchased  by  the  Agent,  by  having  tk 
Windows,  now  out  of  Order  Repaired,  I  would  nirther  beg  letTe  to 
Observe,  that  I  am  much  distrera'd,  for  want  of  Buttons,  for  Yesti 
and  Overalls  in  particular,  Many  of  them  laying  now  at  the  Ta^ 
&  can't  be  finished* 

Lastly,  I  would  humbly  Observe  to  the  Honourable  the  ComieQ, 
that  my  Pay  as  Clothier  is  Ordered  to  be  the  same  Mr.  Howell  Bb- 
ceived  at  Lancaster  in  the  Tears  1777  k  78,  vii.  five  BdUinf 
Day.  Every  Article  of  Life  being  Raised  now  to  so  Enormout 
Price,  I  would  beg  Council  would  take  it  into  their  Oonsidentioo, 
to  add  One  Ration  to  my  Pay. 

I  am  GentlemeUi  with  the  Greatest  Respect 

your  most  Obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant, 

LEWIS  FARMEB. 
Philad*,  October  15«,  1779. 


Col.  a.  Lochey  to  Pres.  Beeb,  1779. 

Hannastown,  October  15%  1779. 
Sir, 

Tou  will  receive  herewith  Twenty  four  old  Idoenoes  with  ^£27  00 
which  you  will  receive  by  the  Hands  of  Capt  Erwin. 
'  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Publiok  Calamities  of  tUi 
County  have  obliged  me  to  remove  my  office  at  sundry  times  to 
one  place  of  Safety  to  another  by  which  means  some  of  them  migbt 
be  mislaid  but  shidl  write  you  more  particularly  on  this  head  hj^ 
next  opportunity. 

I  beg  you  will  send  me  a  Dozen  new  ones  by  Capt.  Erwin. 
Am  with  great  respect, 

your  most  humble  ServS 

A,  LOCHEY,  Ptotfc'. 
Di'rectetfy 
Timothy  Matlack  Esq. 
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Caft.  Jambs  Montgombrt  to  Fbes«  Bbed,  1779. 

Cape  Maj^  October,  6'%  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  Jiut  Anchored  hear  and  take  this  opertanity  of  iDforminff 
your  Excellenoj  of  our  Wellfair  tho  we  have  had  a  Contanied  Oail 
of  wind  yet  we  have  made  a  shift  to  Pick  np  three  Prizes  one  a 
New  York  Privateer  &  the  other  Retakin  Vessels  the  Briff  Halker 
was  in  Company  when  we  took  one  of  the  las^  all  of  which  I  hoop 
are  arrived  by  this  time. 

The  Ship  has  Suffered  a  Good  Deial  in  her  riging  &o.,  but  in  two 
or  three  Days  Shall  be  abell  to  Pat  to  Sea  a  (Mn  whear  I  Shall 
Contunie  but  a  Short  tim  as  our  ProyiUons  is  all  most  Bxpended 
and  the  weather  GetftiDg  to  boBtoroos  for  our  poor  Egg  Shell  to 
Cruie  on  this  Coast  you  may  Expect  Shortly  to  hear  from  us  a 
Gain. 

I  remain  your  Excellency's 

Much  oblig'  Serv^ 

JAMES  MONTGOMERT. 

Since  I  Sealed  this  letter  an  English  Frieate  stood  Close  in  with 
Cape  Hinlopen  and  is  Now  Standing  to  the  East  North  East 

Directedf 
His  Bxoellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esq'. 


Adam  Hublxt  to  Pbss.  Bxsi>»  1779. 

Saston,  October  18<»|  1779. 

Sir, 

I  haye  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Western 
Army,  after  compleatin^  the  important  expedition,  anivfld  safe  at 
this  place  a  few  days  smce,  and  I  flatter  myself  they  have  far  more 
than  fully  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  expectations  ef  thoee  i^hoee 
eyes  were  more  immediately  looking  on  us  for  success. — ^A  fall  narra^ 
tive  of  our  proceedings,  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
jour  Excellency  hope  it  came  to  hand. 

Gapt.  Jackson  will  wait  on  your  Excellency  for  an  order,  for 
Stores  &c.,  for  the  use  of  my  Regiment — Inclosed  is  an  exact  return 
of  the  same. — The  benefit  we  derived  from  your  generous  Provisions 
(stores)  on  the  last  Campaign  demands  our  most  greatful  aoknow* 
ledgements,  and  I  am  particularly  requested  to  return  the  thanks  of 
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the  Regiment  to  your  Exoelleney,  for  the  great  aitentioa  wUdias 
all  oooaeioDs  yon  have  been  pleas'd  to  shew  them.  I  hope  that 
future  oonduot  will  merrit  a  continuance  of  your  &your8. 

It  18  still  oat  of  our  power  to  pay,  for  the  last  supply  of  Bfami, 
owing  to  our  not  reoeivinff  pay,  for  a  number  of  months  pist  I 
expect  shortly  the  pay  of  the  Regiment^  when  the  proper  8topi|ei 
ihall  be  made,  and  the  mony  fbr  the  stores  traasnkkied. 
I  hare  the  honour  to  be  with  greatest 

esteem  your  Ezcelk  most  ob.  h.  Serv* 

AD-*  HUBLET,  Jr.,  Lt  Colo. 
Com.  11*  P*.  Begf. 

A  Betom  of  the  Offioeis  'of  my  Begiment^  agreeable  to  yov 
reqnesti  wm  ttiasautted  to  your  EzoelleaoF  by  Gen>  Hand,  vitiia 
these  few  daySi  hope  ik  has  reaohed  you,  bemre  this. 

Directed, 

,  His  Exoelleno;^  Joseph  .Beed  Esq'  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  Philadelphiaj 


Gbn.  John  Sullivan  to  Pbss.  Rbed,  1779. 

Head  Quarters,  Isston,  October  18%  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Army  under  my  Command  arrived  here  on  Fryday  &  wis  to 
march  for  Head  Quarter^.on  monday  but  his  Excellency  SigiuU 
his  pleasure  that  I  should  remain  at  tiiis  place  for  a  few  Days.  Tbe 
Inhabitants  of  this  County  had  agreed  to  furnish  me  with  waggoH 
on  moftda^  but  it  now  being  uncertain,  When.  I  Shall  move  k  theie 
being  a  possibility  that  Some  Disappointment  may  happen  for  wut 
of  Teams  I  must  beg  the  Executive  Council  to  forward  me  a  wamat 
or  warrants  for  on)9  hundred  waggons.  I  am  In  hopes  that  I  ShiH 
not  want 'ia  use  the  warrants  as  the  people  may  Supply  me  of  didr 
own  Aoeoid  in.  which  Case  I  shall  return  the  warrants  to  j«tf 
BxoeUencey.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  due  Bei|Mot  y  Extf^ 
most^bedtfiervS 

JN-.  BULLIVAK. 

JDrectedj 

On  puUiA  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Keed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Exeeatin 
Council  Pennsylrania. 


PENNSTLVANIA  ARCHITBS  1779.  T67 

FbB8.  09  CONGBBSfl  TO  PfUSS.  BbBD,   1779. 

Ciioolar. 

Phikdelphia,  Oot.  20, 1779. 
Sir, 

Ton  will  reoeive  enelMed  herewith,  an  Aot  of  CengreM  of  thfa 
any,  recummendine  to  the  sevenl  States,  that  Tbureday,  the  ninth 
of  December  next,  l>e  appointed  a  day  of  public  thanksgiTiDg. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  sentiments  of 

esteeiQ  and  regard, 

Yonr  ExoelleBoy'fl  hnm*  serv^, 
BAM'L  HUNTDTOTON, 
President. 
JHrecled, 

(On  public  service.) 
To  Hb  Sxeallenoy  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


P&OOLAHAIION  0¥  CONGRBBS  FOR  THANKSaiYINa  DaT, 

1779. 

Whereas  it  beoones  ns  hambly  to  approaob  the  Throne  of 
Almighty  Ood  with  gMtitode  and  praise  for  the  wonders  which  his 
gooilness  has  wrought  in  oonducting  our  forefathers  to  this  western 
world;  for  his  protection  to  them,  and  to  their  posterity,  amid 
difficulties  and  dangers';  for  raising  us,  their  Ohildren,  from  deep 
distress  to  be  numbered  amonff  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  and  for 
arming  the  hands  of  just  and  mighty  princes  in  our  deliverance ;  and 
especially  for  that  he  hath  been  pleamd  to  grant  us  the  enjoyment 
of  health,  and  so  to  order  the  revolving  seasons  that  the  earth  hath 
produced  her  increase  in  abundance,  blessing  the  labours  of  the  hus- 
bandmen, and  spreading  plenty  through  the  land ;  that  he  hath 
prospered  our  Arms,  and  those  of  our  Ally ;  been  a  shield  to  our 
troops  in  the  hour  of  danger,  pointed  their  swords  to  Yiotory,  and 
led  them  in  triumph  ovesr  the  bulwarks  of  tb^  foe ;  tiiat  he  hath 
gone  with  those  who  went  out  into  the  Wilderness  against  the  savage 
tribes ;  that  he  hath  stayed  the  hand  of  the  spoiler,  and  turned  baek 
his  meditated  destruetion ;  that  he  hath  prospered  our  Commerce, . 
and  given  success  to  those  who  fought  the  enemy  on  the  face  of  the 
deep;  and  above  all,  that  he  hath  diffused  the  glorious  light  of  the 
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Ghxipely  whereby,  throagh  the  merits  of  our  graoioiia  BedeeacTi  i« 
may  become  the  heirs  of  his  eternal  glory  3  ThereforOi 
Resolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  appoint  Thmidiy, 
the  ninth  of  December  next,  to  be  a  day  of  public  and  soImdii 
thanksgiving  to  almighty  GKmI  for  his  mercies,  and  of  prayer  for  tiie 
Oontinnance  of  his  fftvoor  and  protection  to  these  United  States;  to 
beseech  him  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  influence  od 
public  Oounoils  and  bless  them  with  wisdom  from  on  high,  vitk 
unanimity,  firmness  and  success ;  that  he  would  go  forth  with  ov 
hosts,  and  Crown  our  arms  with  Yiotory ;  that  he  would  gnnt  to 
his  Church  the  plentiful  effioiBions  of  divine  gntce,  and  pour  oat  hn 
holy  spirit  on  all  ministers  of  the  Qoepel ;  wat  he  would  blese  and 
prosper  the  means  of  education,  and  spread  the  light  of  GhristiiB 
knowledge  through  the  remotest  Comers  of  the  earth ;  That  he  would 
smile  upon  the  hibours  of  his  people,  and  cause  the  earth  to  briuf 
forth  her  fruits  in  abundance,  Uiat  we  may  with  sratitude  and  gitf 
ness  enjoy  them ;  That  he  would  take  into  his  holy  protection  oor 
illustrious  Ally,  give  him  victory  over  his  enemies,  and  render  bim 
signally  great  as  the  &ther  of  his  people,  and  the  protector  of  the 
rights  of  mankind ;  That  he  would  grsciously  be  pleased  to  torn  tbe 
hearts  of  our  enemies,  and  to  dispense  the  blessings  of  peace  to  cos- 
tending  nations ;  that  he  would  in  mercy  look  down  upon  us,  perdoo 
all  our  sins,  and  receive  us  into  his  fitvour ;  and  finally,  that  he  wooU 
establiflh  the  Independence  of  these  United  States  upon  the  bssie  of 
religion  and  virtue,  and  support  and  protect  them  in  the  enjojment 
of  peace,  liberty  &  safety. 

Done  in  Congress  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  oor 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  and  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America.* 

SAM'L  HUNTINaTON,  Preridcnt 

Attest, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Sbc'y  Matlack  to  Abel  Jamxs,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Octob'  20, 1779. 
Sir, 

Col.  Strouds  letter  to  me  respecting  the  salt  seiied  by  the  Agestsof 
the  state.  I  have  laid  before  the  Council  and  repreaentod  his  ease  as 
fully  as  it  is  my  power  to  da  The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  ihej 
cannot  order  the  salt  to  be  delivered  to  him  without  subjecting  ^ 

*  See  Col.  Beo.  Yol.  XII.,  page  146. 
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pnbliok  to  many  ineonvenieoces  bj  the  precedent  and  therefore 
-         oannot  comply  with  this  request. 

The  respect  which  I  feel  for  Col.  Stroad  indaoes  me  to  wish  it  had 
r        been  in  my  power,  consistent  with  the  general  interest  of  the  state, 
1^        to  have  obtained  his  request.    I  did  hope  it  but  am  disappointed. 
r:  With  due  respect 

^  I  am  your  Friend 

•  &  very  humble  servant 

,  T.  MATLACK,  Secy. 

'-        JDirectedf 

H'  Abel  James. 


I  Prbs.  Bxsd  to  Colo,  Will,  kc.  ,1779. 

$        Gentlemen, 

Notwithstanding  our  positive  Orders  ft^Authoritles  with  which  we 
'        have  invested  you,  we  are  Informed  that  some  Persons  do  sell  Salt 

out  of  Yessels.   I  do  request  you  to  exert  yourselves  to  prevent  it,  & 
^        hope  you  will  enable  me  to  apprehend  any  Persons  who  thus  trifle 
^         with  the  bkterest  &  Necessities  c^  thefpubliok. 
'  I  am  informed  there  is  now  a  Tessel  below  the  Draw  Bridge, 

which  has  sold  Salt  on  private  Account  &  yet  continues  so  to  do.  I 
'  must  request  your  Inteiposition  &  take  the  Salt  into  your  immediate 
[        Possession  it  being  our  fixed  Besolution  to  put  a  stop  to  such 

Practices.  v 

'  I  am  (Gentlemen 

your  Obed.  ffbbl  Servt 

JOS.  REED, 
President. 
Council  Chamber, 
Oct  20, 1779. 

Direeiedj 
To  CoL  Will,  George  Henry,  Matthew  Irwin,  Col.  Cox,  &o. 
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Pres.  Reed,  to  Jambs  Okawvobd,  fcc,  1779. 

In  Counoily 

F»  Ootober  2001, 1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Petition  &  State  of  tbe  Oonnty  of  Northumberland  bu  beta 
dalj  reoeived  by  the  Hand  of  M'  Crawford  &  attended  to.  In  cdD- 
sequenoe  thereof  &  of  the  Neoesitj  of  providing  for  yoor  Safety  wt 
have  applied  to  the  Board  of  War  for  an  Order  to  detach  150  Men 
of  the  Force  left  at  Wyoming  to  Sanhary  from .  whence  they  nil 
take  snch  Stations  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  yon  and  the  commanding 
Officers  so  as  to  give  most  effectual  Support  &  Protection  to  the  dis- 
tressed Inhabitants — Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  best  to  rebuild  Fort 
Muncy  &  Fort  Jenkins,  but  this  is  left  to  your  J  udgment  aa  being  mote 
competAit  Judges  of  the  GunoumBtanoes  &  Situation  of  the  Conntj. 
We  have  it  much  at  Heart  to  give  you  idl  the  Seoarity  which  Cv- 
cumstanoes  will  admit  &  hope  you  will  keep  us  constantly  informed 
of  the  Appearances  &  State  of  things  with  you. 

Tea  will  communicate  this  Letter  to  the  Qen^emea  of  the  Coutj 
as  an  Answer  to  their  Petition* 
lam 

Sir  your  Obed., 

HT)ble  Serv't 

J.  BBSD,  Piisii 


Seo't  Matlakjk  to  a.  Jawsb  Morbis,  1779, 

Philad*,  Octb^  20, 1779. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency,  Oenl.  Washington,  has  called  en  the  tMe  of 
Pennsylvania  for  1500  men,  to  co-oi^rate  with  him  and  our  good 
allies  of  France,  in  the  present  important  crisis.  These  troops  will 
be  commanded  by  His  Excellency,  General  Reed,  who,  of  oom^ 
stands  in  need  of  an  Adjutant  General  for  the  state  on  this  occssioo. 

Knowing  vour  abilities,  and  that  the  Adjutant,  whoever  he  mij 
be,  will  be  of  the  General's  familv,  I  have  taJken  the  liberty  to  mes- 
tion  your  Name  to  him  as  qualified  for  this  service,  and,  by  bif 
order,  now  communicate  it  to  you.  The  appointment  will  be  hoD- 
curable,  attended  with  very  litde  expenoe,  and  I  am  confident  will 
be  made  as  agreeable  to  you  aa  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of 
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Bkottld  joxL  not  be  sttder  eDgagemente  IncoDBistMit  witb  the  aooepi- 
aoce  of  it 

Tbe  beanr  is  tent  expreei  hi  oritf  to  obtain  jronr  answer,  you 
will  tberafore  please  to  let  mo  Jniew  yetr  resohitioB  on  ibis  snbjeot 
The  Oeneftl  pii(MMses  to  take  the  field  abont  the  middle  of  next 
wedr.  *  I  am^  with  great  respeet^  your  verj  humble  servant^ 

T.  M^  Seo'y, 


Bw'x  Mazmok;  so  C4?t,  Pardi5«,  1779. 

Gap*  Harding  of  the  ship  CooM^ntey* 
Sir, 

Complaint  has  been  made  96  the  Supreme  Exeenttve  Oonncil  of 
this  state,  that  yon  hare  impressed  a  number  of  men  belonging  to 
Pennsjlvania^  and  among  them  many  married  men  and  landsmen. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Conncil  in  behalf  of  Jamea 
Mean  in  partienkry  who  has  a  wife  in  ohrenmstant^es  which  require 
him  to  be  with  her,  and  the  Council  direct  me  to  request  you  wiS 
immediately  discharge  him. 

With  great  Bespeet, 

I  am  Your  very 

humble  servant^ 

T.  M.;  8eo> 
Indoned. 
To  Cap*  Harding,  of  the  CosMeraoy.    Oct'  21, 1779. 


Pass.  Sksd  to  fwa*  ov  CoyaBBSs,  1779. 

In  Council} 

Philid%  October  21st,  1779. 
8ir, 

We  find  ourselres  under  an  indispensable  Necessity  to  request  the 
Interposition  of  the  Hon,  Body  over  which  you  preside  with  Respect 
to  Capt.  Harding  of  the  Confederacy.  It  Is  with  ^eat  Regret  we 
obserre  that  the  Naval  Officers  of  the  United  States  m  a  very  special 
Manner  affect  an  Independency  of  the  Laws  &  civil  Government  of  the 
State,  &  tho  frequently  wrote  to  &  urged  to  conduct  themselves  with 
Respect  to  dvil  Authority  &  Tenderness  to  the  People  many  Instanoea 
of  a  very  contrary  Spirit  could  be  manifested.  We  beg  leave  to  men- 
tion a  very  late  one,  of  M'  Irwin  an  officer  on  board  the  Confederacy 
who  a  few  Days  ago  used  the  most  opptobrious  ft  indecent  Language 
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(m  a  pnblio  OoeaaoD,  bo4h  of  the  Stote,  its  Antbority  &  Uie  CkaiS 
■etera  of  them  who  ftdmiDister  govennnent. 

But  the  partioBlar  Oeoeaon  of  this  Address  is  the  Condoot  of  the 
Oflioen  of  thst  Frigpto  in  impressiiig  Sesmea  k  Lends  men  with 
Sumy  Cireamstanees  of  Hsfdship  t  Onielty.  Oor  Begsid  to  the 
pnbliok  Neesesities  indnoed  us  to  ooniuTe  st  the  Pnetiee  &r  aorae 
time  UU  the  Abase  of  it  oeesnoned  repeated  Protestations  to  Capt. 
Harding  who  has  never  thought  proper  to  pay  the  least  Regard  thereto. 
We  cannot  help  observing  how  similar  this  Condnct  is  to  that  of  the 
British  Officers  daring  oar  Subjection  to  Great  Brittsin  &  are  per- 
suaded it  will  have  the  same  unhappy  effects  vis.,  an  estrangement  of 
the  Affections  of  the  People  from  tne  Authority  under  which  they 
act  which  by  an  easy  Progresdon  will  proceed  to  open  Opposition  to 
the  immediate  Actors  &  Bloodshed. 

We  are  informed  that  there  are  great  Numbers  of  married  Men 
impressed  on  return  Yoyages  whose  fsmilies  are  suffering  in  this  City 
&  many  of  them  in  Irons  on  board  the  Frigste. — ^The  Distress  to  the 
Trade  is  gresty  but  that  of  private  Families  is  much  greater  &  very 
derogatory  to  the  Principles  of  the  great  Contest  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged.  With  full  £zpeetatiou  &  Goafidenee  in  the  Attentioa 
of  Congress  &  Bedress. 

I  remain  Sir 

with  the  greatest  Bespect, 

XourObed'hum'*Serv«, 

JOSKEED. 
IHreetedy 

Honorable  Sunuel  Huntingdon. 


Shabp  Dslakt  m  Pus.  Bxsd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  should  be  happy  in  knowing  your  Plessure,  respeeting  the  Quar- 
ter Master  &  Adjutant's  departments.  The  Tents,  Waggons  and  Camp 
Equipage  of  different  sorts  wanted,  will  require  some  time  to  provide. 

I  have  an  industrious  &  earefuU  Adjutant  (Lieut*  Evans)  who 
with  what  assistance,  I  could  afford,  mav  forward  ft  have  sondfj 
necessaries  in  readinessi  before  your  ExoeUency  mij  ha?e  four  Staff 
appointed. 

^  Any  directions  You  may  be  pleased  to  give  respecting  the  Prori« 
ding  or  applying  for  the  abovoj  I  should  m  happy  in  reeeiving  and 
am  with  great  Bespect, 

Your  Obed*  hum*  Serv*, 

SHABP  DELANY. 

Thursday  2l8t  Oct.,  1779. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State. 
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Col.  Wm*  Goats  to  Counotl. 

To  Tbe  Supreme  Ezeouiiye  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
PenuBjIvania. 
Gentlemeui 

I  Beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  agreeable  to  your  ordera  I  hayo 
called  on  the  County  of  Philad*  for  the  Classes  of  Militia.  The  Re» 
turns  from  my  Sab  Liea^j  I  have  not  yet  reoeived|  but  am  able  to 
make  a  Betum  for  the  third  Battalion  of  said  County,  which  I  have 
noder  my  own  Care.  Yesterday  affreeable  to  mv  order  the  two  Class- 
es of  said  Battalion  met  and  on  Galling  the  Role  I  found  out  of  One 
hundred  and  Seventy  two  whose  Tower  of  Duty  it  was  there  was  but 
Thirteen  agreed  to  Mareh,  there  main  excuse  is  that  the  Bounty 
offered  is  not  Sufficient  for  the  support  of  there  Families  in  there 
absence. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  Remain 

Gentlemen  your  Hum^  Serv*, 

Wm  coats  Lieu*,  C.  P. 
Phikda,  Oct,  2l0t  1779.     . 


Seobbtabt  Matlack  to  Pon.  Samuel  Adams,  1779. 

Philadelphia  Octob'  22d,  1779. 
Sir, 

Being  informed  that  the  Convention  of  your  State  have  under 
Gonsideration  the  principle  of  representation,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  enclose  you  the  law  of  this  State  on  that  subject  founded 
on  our  Constitution.  Agreeable  to  this  law  each  Member  of  the 
General  Assembly  represents  about  750  Freemen. 

Before  the^passing  of  this  law,  when  the  number  of  tazables  was 
not  known,  each  county  sent  six  members,  and  it  was  feared  that 
the  small  counties  would  have  insisted  on  keeping  up  that  number^ 
if  not  have  made  a  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  true  spirit  of  the 
constitution )  but  a  General  election  has  beeen  held  thro'  the  State, 
under  this  law,  with  a  degree  of  harmony  which  affi>rds  a  pleasing 
prospect  of  unanimity  among  us. 

I  make  no  apology  for  the  freedom  I  have  used  in  this  case  be- 
cause I  am  sure  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I  am  in- 
duced to  it  by  the  great  respect  with  which  I  am 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  M. 
J}irectedf 

Hon'ble  Sam'l  Adams,  Iisqr.,  Boston. 
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Jambs  Loitghead  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779. 

Phikd%  23  OeifUm 
May  it  Please  the  Preeident  &  Counoil, 

Three  ComiP^  of  Malitfai  are  Jost  returned  from  tb^Traref 
Datey  f]*om  Billings  Port  &  Fort  Mifflin.    I  find  it  will  take  Neaiiej 
Six  Thousand  Pounds  to  Pay  theire  Demands.    Beg  OomcS  t9 
grant  an  order  on  the  Treasury  for  that  sum. 
I  am  with  Pue  Bespect, 

The  Cooneilf  Obd*  H«m«  Sen*, 

JAMES  LODOHSAD. 

Directed, 

His  Ezoellenoy  the  Vtmimi,  t  Conn<dl  of  the  Commonireiltliu 
Pensylvania, 


Pees.  Reed  to  Col.  Wm.  Coats,  1779. 
«'  . 

In  Gonnoili 

Philad%  October  22Bd,im 

Sir, 

The  Fleet  under  his  Bxoells^  the  Count  lySstaing  net  i%riaiJ^ 
•rrived  in  order  tp  prosecute  the  intended  Brpediiion  a^  the  Eoaj 
with  whioh  the  Militia  required  from  this  State  by  Oenenl  Wi^ 
ii^ton  were  designed  to  co-operate,  the  Mareh  of  the  IfVoope  tOlef 
course  he  postponed. — You  are  therefore  to  ^ve  them  Notice  toe» 
tinue  in  readme^  at  a  Bays  Warning  as  completely  eqnipp'^  ^ 
bOBsible — ^Tbe  Rendesvous  of  the  Troops  is  appointed  at  TrcntoBr* 
New  Jersey,  such  of  the  Troops  therewe  as  in  Situation  w*"*! 
contiguous  to  that  Place  will  on  receiving  Marching  Orders  jKoem 
thither  hv  the  most  direct  Route — ^These  Orders  you  will  pleax  ^ 
convey  with  all  possible  Dispatch. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed,  Hbbl.  Senr., 

JOS.  BSEP, 
President 
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I.  UjahACK  70  ShBEIVF  GhAYfOOU^  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Gouncil  Order  me  to  inform  jon,  that,  in  conseqnence  of  a 
repreaentation  to  them  of  the  state  of  his  health,  they  are  induced  t6 
consent  to  the  enkrgement  of  Peter  Miller  on  bail.  You  will  there- 
fore bring  him  with  nis  bail  before  Council  immediately,  if  his'  health 
will  admit,  if  not  that  his  bail  appear  before  Council. 

I  am,  &0.} 

T.  M.,  Sec'y.* 

Octo^2»,  1779. 


P&£9.   OF  OONGEBSS  TO  PrBS.   RbBD,   1779. 

Philadelphia,  Ooto'  28rd,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yoor  Letter  of  the  2l8t  Instantf  was  Immediately  laid  befiito 
.Congress. 

Enolos*  is  their  Act  of  yesterday  informing  the  proceedings  which 
have  been  adopted  in  Consequence  thereof. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 

your  Ex^"  Humble  Senr*., 

8AML.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
IHreeted^ 

For  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vajua.    , 


MATtHwr  IBWIN  4c.,  TO  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Phflad*,  26**  October,  1779. 
Sir, 

Agreeable.to  your  tixoellenoys  oYders,  we  now  take  the  liberty  of 
informing  you,  that  we  have  possessed  ounselves  of  one  thousand 
Six  hundred  &  Thirty  seven  Bushells  Salt  on  aeo*  of  the  State  which 
18  safely  Stored.  We  have  allso  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that 
aUmoet  evefj  person  from  whom  we  have  taken  Salt,  particularly 

♦  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  149. 
t  Bee  page  761. 
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those  who  hare  purchased  in  Jersey  at  a  high  price,  are  uiieh  &- 
satisfied,-  and  are  become  very  damoroos  about  the  price,  tbej  loeit 
that  their  goods  are  taken  from  them  at  half  value  &e. 

We  allso  find  tiiat  above  one  half  of  the  Salt  which  comes  to  thk 
City  is  either  privately  soldi  or  carried  to  Jersey  in  the  mgfatooi- 
witnstandiDg  oar  best  endeavours  to  prevent  it. 

The  monev  which  you  furnished  us  with  is  now  expended,  udTe 
are  pressed  for  large  sums,  particularly  by  M"*  John  Mease,  vbo  is 
this  day  oblidged  to  make  payment  to  the  State  Treasurer  for  coq&- 
cated  Lands,  we  therefore  request  you  will  give  us  a  dnfl  on  the 
Treasurer  for  about  one  hundred  thousand  Pounds. 

As  the  People  are  dissatisfyed  respecting  the  price,  andUie  Silt 
continually  smugled  out  of  Town;  request  your  instroctioDS  on  this 
head. 

We  are  your  Excellencys 

most  obd*  hum*'*  Serv**, 

MATH^  IRWIN, 
JAMES  HOOD, 
JOHN  M'CULLOB, 
JOHN  WILSON. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'-i  Preddent  of  the  SUte^ 
Tennsylvania. 


Sec'y  Matlace  to  Fubghasebs  of  Floub,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Ootob'  26«;  1779. 
Oentlemen, 

The  Council  have  received  information,  that  a  market  of  berterfi 
set  up  on  the  Jersey  Shore,  frhere.  Salt  is  given  for  flour,  and  tiot 
quantities  of  flour  are  daily  going  jfrom  this  State  to  that  Mukei 

The  Council  request  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavoois  to  &- 
appoint  this  Mischievous  plan  by  watching  vigilantly  and  seiiui 
every  barrel  of  Flour  which  may  appear  to.be  designed  to  besest 
over  Delaware. 

I  am  with  great  respect. 

Your,  very  humble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  See^J' 

Direetedj  r. 

Commissioners  for  Purchasing  Flour,  As. 
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Sbo'y  Matlaos:  xo  Col.  Haomb,  1779. 

-       Philad.  Ootob.  28, 1779. 
To  Col.  Hagner, 
Sir, 

You  will  please  to  proceed  to  the  State  Salt  works  in  New  Jersey 
and  take  the  same  into  y  posaeasion,  together  with  all  the  utensils 
and  every  thing  there  belonging  to  the  State.  Snch  things  as  are 
of  a  perishable -nature,  or  which  will  be  liable  to  be  embezzled,  you 
will  dispose  of  by  Public  Sale>  or  otherwise,  as  you  shall  judge  most 
advantageous.  The  Articles  which  you  may  find  it  proper  to  leave, 
you  will  put  ander  the  care  of  some  respectable  person  in  the  neigh- 
bonrhocKi  taking  his  receipt  for  them  to  be  delivered  on  demand. 

By  Order  of  the  Council, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Sbo'j  Matlaoe,  1779. 

Octob.  28th,  1779. 
8', 

The  time  for  which  the  wood  last  sent  me  by  the  Commissary 
being  expired  as  per  account  underneath  I  beg  yon  will  apply  to  his 
Excellency  &  the  Hon^*  Council  for  an  order  on  the  Comm^^  for  a 
further  supply  &  you'll  oblige. 

S% 
Your  very  hunb'le  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
Rec*d  16th,  March,  4  corAs. 

Allowance  cord  Sths. . 

March  30,  Two  weeks,  at  2  8  4 

Octob.  13^  Twenty  eight  weeks,  at  1  8  .  ^      ^ 

. ;      4 

Dtrectedf 

To  Timothy  Matlack  Esq',  or  Acting  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble 
Executive  Council. 
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tloOijn^AcvjJf  &  iKwm  to  Pbss.  &bbD|  1779. 

Phaad*,28«' October,  im 
Sir, 

We  take  the  liberty  of  informiDg  your  Exoellenqr,  that  the  8ak 
of  the  Priae  Ship  Mioeryas  Cargoe  of  dryed  God  Fish  ooma  ob  it 
iTwo  o'clock  this  afternooti.  As  Viah  is  not  wanted  for  tbewof 
the  Army,  and  as  We  find  it  dSffionh  to  prooare  Cargoes  to  expert, 
we  reqaest  yonr  ExoellenGT  will  give  ns  permission  to  export  M 
Tour  answer  before  the  Sale  wiH  tnnoh  oblidge, 
Your  Bxeellency's 

most  •bd*  L  very  haBibls  Serv*, 

BLAIB  M'CLBNAOHAN 
SAML.  MORRIS  Juih 
MATH^  IRWIN. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Rd^^Baq',  President  of  the  Stiteiif 
Pennsylvania. 


GsjsT.  JoQK  Sullivan,  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1779. 

Saston,  October  23,1779. 
Sir, 

I  was  Last  Evening  Honored  witb  the  Reoc^  of  an  Act  of  J^ 
Bxecutive  Gbmid]  £||m  looloMd  imrrants  for  proouriog  Teios  to 
mo^  Ae  WeatdfQ  Amur*  previons  to  the  Rec<^  of  which  the  v^ 
tary  Exertions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  had  sapentt^ 
the  necessity  of  them  &  the  Army  was  on  its  march  one  Ikj  ^f 
the  warrants  Came  to  hand,  I  therefore  Return  the  wsirtots  viu 
my  Sincere  thanks  to  the  Honorable  the  Execntive  Coondl  for  tM 
partioalar  attention  in  This  &  Several  other  Instances  to  Bei&e^J 
the  Inconvenience  &  Sapply  the  wants  of  the  western  Ansj. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

great  Respect  Sir 

yotir  most  obedient  Senrint.      j 
JN«.  SULLIYA-V 

Dtrectedf 
Hon.  0^*  M atlack  Esq'. 
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Coil.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Bb]ED|.1779. 

Sir, 

Two  deserters  from  2*  Battalion  of  Jeray  Volunteers,  left  Ver- 
planks  point  last  Wednesday  was  a  week ;  say  the  garrison  consisted 
of  Robinson's  Corps,  about  100  of  the  71**  and  about  30  of  the 
artillery.  The  informants  with  some  others  being  draughted  from 
Robinson's  as  additional  to  tbe  latter  the  evening preoeding  the  night 
they  deserted,  they  assisted  in  embarking  one  18  and  one  six 
pounder  at  which  time  the  Cannon  on  Stony  Point  was  embarking. 
I  am  with  respect 

Yoqr  ^ceUency^B 

MoBtObed^  Sumb^Serv^, 
LBWI5  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
October  29%  1779. 
Dtrectedf 
To  His  Szoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  President  of  the  State. 


CoMMRS.  roR  Procuring  Salt  to  Pres.  Bred,  1779. 

Sir, 

We  haTa  been  Informed,  that  G*p*  Gnion  imported  from  S^ 
Thomaa's  one  thousand  Bushels  of  Salt,  your  Exoelly  will  observe 
the  GQmmisa"  have  reoeWed  only  five  hundred  &  twenty  Buahels  of 
the  above  agreeable  to  the  moloeed  reAnrn  of  all  Salt  Collected  to 
this  day ;  We  are  very  much  of  opinion  there  is  some  fiitad  in  thifl 
matter,  notwithstanding  Some  Indulgenoies  shewn  him,  as  a  Stranger, 
by  the  Hon^^*  the  Bxew^ve  GoBneUr^JO  Harris  has  not  returned 
the  Schooner  with  the  Salt. 

The  Gommisaioiiers  oonoeived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  give  tbe  above 
Idnt  reapeoling  Mess'*  Ghiion  &  Harris,  that  the  Hon>>^  the  Counoii 
maj  Act  as  their  mdom  &  prudbnoe  ahall  think  prc^r. 
We  are  sir 

your  Obecf  humble  ser** 

for  Commiss"^ 

BOB«.  AITKBN  Sect^. 
Philad*.,  29  Oct',  1779. 

Xo  His  EzeeU^  Joseph  Beed  Preeideot  of  Oonnoil. 
Vol.  Vn.— 38 
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Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Ool.  a.  Lochry,  1779. 

In  Goancily 

Pa.,  October  80thy  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  15th  Instant  was  delivered  me  by  Captain 
Irwin,  which  I  shall  now  answer  particalarly.  Mr.  Armstrongs  tnd 
Mr.  Jamesons  Commissions  are  sent  bj  Captain  Irwin.  We  hiv« 
also  directed  Mr.  Carson,  at  Carlisle,  to  procure  what  necessaries  be 
can  for  those  companies  of  Rangers.  He  took  up  from  hance  8D 
blankets,  and  Captain  Irwin  this  day  had  an  order  for  40  more. 
Shoes  Mr.  Carson  has  at  Carlisle.  I  always  thought  we  had  vrote 
you  fttlly,  vesting  yoa  with  the  power  to  station  Captain  Irvioa 
company  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers ;  but  if  this  omission  bap- 
.  pened  it  was  supplied  by  orders  to  the  Captains  to  be  under  tbe 
direction  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  where  it  was  supposed 
their  services  would  be  most  necessary.  It  is  the  clear  resoiotifl 
of  the  Council  that  this  should  be  the  oaee  and  that  Captain  Iivm 
receive  directions  from  you  as  to  his  station.  At  the  same  time  it 
is  our  wish  and  desire  that  if  offensive  operations  are  going  forwud 
against  the  savages  (which  in  'our  opinion  give  the  best  proteeUoo] 
you  would  pay  a  due  regard  to  Colonel  Broadhead  or  any  oiber 
Commaodant  of  that  department  who  should  desire  their  assistaaoe. 
To  the  above  purpose  I  have  wrote  Colonel  Broadhead  by  this  oppor- 
tunity, and  request  you  to  endeavour  to  preserve  harmony  and  i 
good  understanding  in  all  respects  as  one  of  the  most  effectual  metu 
to  promo^  the  publick  aervtcd.  Both  the  Council  and  mjself 
receive  with  great  satisfaction  grateful  returns  of  the  good  people  of 
the  County,  and  as  we  shall  not  remit  our  care  and  attention  to  their 
safety  and  welfare  it  will  give  us  great  plasnre  to  see  them  agui 
happily  settled  in  their  dwellings  and  freed  from  their  oroel  dis- 
turbers. 

You  will  see  by  the  Yotes  which  accompany  ^is  that  the  aoooanis 
of  Captain  Jacks  and  Captain  Stokeys  Companies  were  recommended 
to  the  Assembly  in  our  message ;  and  I  am  informed  that  somethiog 
was  done  therein  which  was  satisfactory  to  your  members,  bat  tf 
Illness  which  I  had  at  the  close  of  the  sessions  prevented  my  gettiaf 
more  full  information. 

I  have  directed  the  Clerk  to  send  you  the  last,  news  papers  and 
the  laws  and  votes  of  the  session,  which  I  hope  will  reach  you  eafelj 
and  give  you  some  Idea  of  what  is  passing  in  this  part  of  the  Worid. 
Ouf  a&irs  generally  wear  a  favourable  aspect  both  at  home  sad 
abroad,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  this  winter  will  produce  bobs 
measures  towards  stopping  the  farther  effusion  of  human  blood. 

We  expect  hourly  to  hear  that  the  French  fleet  have  rid  the 
Southern  States^  the  br^sh  forces  amd  restored  Georgia  to  the 
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Union.  Our  last  aoconnts  from  tboDoe  were  so  fayonrable,  thai  we 
can  hardly  doabt  that  by  this  time  the  whole  British  Army  in  that 
quarter  is  in  our  hands.  The  enemyfhave  evaonated  their  poets  on 
the  North  river  and  retired  to  New  York.  Domestio  broils  seem  to 
be  somewhat  more  composed  than  formerly,  and  if  we  are  wise 
enoagh  to  know  onr  own  Interests  I  hope  we  may  be  a  happy  and 
prosperons  People. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  friend  and  humble  servant^ 

JOSEPH  KEED. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Col.  Bbobhbad,  1779, 

In  Coancilj 

Pa.,  October  30th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  yon  by  your  son  I  have  received  your  fiivonr  of  the 
9th  Instant.  I  am  sorry  to  find  any  difference  of  opinion  haa  arose 
between  yon  and  the  Ooonty  Uentenante  respeeting  the  destination 
of  the  Corps  of  RangeiB.  They  are  a  body  of  Men  raised  by  Con- 
gress at  the  express  desire  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  for  the 
defence  of  the  ffontiers.  The  whoie  to  be  ezeonted  by  the  Supreipe 
Executive  Connoil.  In  these  eircnmatances  and  not  being  personally 
acqnainted  with  those  stationB  where  they  might  be  most  nsefuU,  we 
pnt  them  under  the  direction  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties 
where  it  was  supposed  they  would  be  neeessary.  Colonel  Locfaiy 
therefore  was  justified  in  bis  claim }  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  our 
wish  and  desire  that  in  case  of  any  offimsive  operations  or  partieular 
exigence  they  may  be  employed  against  the  Common  enemy.  To 
this  purpose  we  have  wrote  him  and  doubt  not  he  will  fully  oonform 
to  any  request  you  may  make  him  on  this  head.  But  there  are  many 
reasons  that  would  make  it  inconvenient  to  consider  them  as  common 
Continental  troops,  and  eq>6cially  if  a  resignation  as  mentioned  in 
your  former  letter  or  any  other  oircnmstanee  should  occasion  a 
Change  in  the  Command  of  the  department.  They  might  in  such 
ease  ^  drawn  off  from  our  firontiers  not  only  occasionally  but  con- 
stantly, and  defeat  the  design  with  which  they  were  raised.— Thej 
are  now  better  snppHed  than  when  yon  wrote.  Shoes  and  blankets 
having  been  forwarded  for  them. 

The  regulations  and  arrangements  of  the  army  which  yon  seem  to 
want  have  never  been  published  that  I  have  seen  or  heard,  so  that 
the  expense  of  procuring  them  is  not  ascertained,  and  of  Course  the 
information  of  ito  taking  all  the  p#y  of  the  Ofioen  to  purchase  .them 
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k  pveM«ttt»«.    I  totT6  B0  dooU  vheo  piiblial&ad,  OoogfttV  will  fin^ 
oifrh  tbeir  OScera  with  thci^  i«  sooie  proper  mtaner. 

GapUia  Mclntire  having  passed  on  to  Camp  after  leaving  you 
letter,  and  be  not  being  mentioiied  to  me  as  eent  down,  I  wia  macb 
inrprised  a  #ew  dikja  ago  to  learn  that  he  was  here  with  a  party  of 
boree  to  eecert  the  ploatUDg,  an(i  h^  hag  sioee  expressed  some  dis- 
satisfaction  at  being  detained.  But  this  is  unavoidable  and  nniea- 
sonable,  for  if  those  who  send  and  those  who  are  sent  do  not  inform 
usy  it  is  impossible  for  us  ta  know  how  to  transact  the  bnsinesa 
Had  you  mentioned  him  in  your  letter  to  me,  or  had  he  in  his  way 
to  Gamp  made  known  the  design  of  coming,  all  would  have  been 
prepared  by  this  time,  and  he  might  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the 
very  fine  weather  which  prevailed  for  some  time  past.  As  soon  as 
I  was  informed  of  the  errand  he  came  upon,  orders  were  issued  to 
the  Clothier  to  get  ready  the  Gloathing  for  both  Officers  and  Men, 
tho  our  hav.ing  no  returns  of  either  will  make  it  a  blmdfold  pieoe  of 
business.  All  the  other  regiments  have  given  in  a  list  of  tbdr 
Officers,  specifying  their  presMioe  or  absence,  and  also  of  the  strength 
of  the  reciments.  From  your  letters  and  other  circumstances  your 
regiment  nas  been  fixed  at  24  Officers  and  250  privates,  for  which 
number  oloathing  is  prepared  and  will  be  forwarded.  As  it  his 
been  proettred  at  an  ananng  expeaee  mad  with  nraeh  diffiealty,  we 
hope,  it  will  be  satisfaetory.  For  you  may  be  assured  it  was  out  d 
enr  power  to  da  mose  under  the  embarrassing  eircumstaBoes  of  oor 
trade  and  the  many  ^ther  impediments  with  whieh  we  have  been 
obliged  to  struggle. 

The  state  of  our  treasuvy  at  present  does  nqt  admit  the  sendiiig 
money  aa  desired  in  the  postseript  of  your  letter ;  bat  if  it  did  I 
entreat  you  to  ooneidar  the  impiopnety  of  it  without  sone  aoeoanti 
or  vovohers  laid  before  us.  I  also  imagine  you  are  under  some 
mistakn  with  respeet  to  tka  money  d«e  to  reermttng  bmb.  Then 
has  been  a  distinotion  observed  in  the  naaia  Army  between  eagagiDg 
those  again  whose  times  had  expired,  and  enlisting  at  large,  the 
oircumstaaoea  have  varied  so  nraeh  that  the  Offieem  here  have  not 
olaimed  the  sum  allowed  equally— ^ke  Congress  bounty  only  haviag 
been  alkwed  in  the  first  case  and  both  bounties  in  the  otker. 

Since  the  evacuation  of  the  peste  on  the  North  river  nn  new  event 
has  happened  there.  We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  thn  Count  V 
Estaittg,  of  whose  anival  and  partial  snooess  in  Georgia,  by  capturing 
tiie  enemys  shipping  we  have  heard.  We  are  every  moment  in 
expectation  of  adviee  that  the  whole  British  foroe  in  tkat  quartet 
are  in  his  and  General  Linoolns  possession. 

News  from  Buroipe  we  haue*  none  important^  :tl|ere^  an  reports  that 
there  has  been  an  engagement  between  the  Gasnbined  fleets  and  that 
of  England  in  which  the  ktter  haa  been  wonted,  but  I  imagine  they 
have  prooeeded  from  the  oaptuiei  of  tke  Ardent,  a  74  Gun  ship,  on 
ker  passage  to  join  the  British  fleet 

Our  afiinihavt  a  preepamua  apfeasanee  both  atkome  «nd  ahioid 


except  what  regtrds  onr  money — and  as  the  State  Doctors  are  at 
work  we  maj  hope  that  tbo  it  has  a  sickiy  -aspect  it  HHiy  recover. 
.  My  compliments  to  Colonel  Bayard  if  with  you^  and  am, 
I>eHr8ir, 

your  obedient  &  Tery  humble  serrant, 

JOS.  REED. 


JtJDCIEB  OP  SOPREME  CO0M  TO  PBBS.  ReBD,  1779. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  herewith  yon  will  receiye  the  Records  of  tlie  aitaittdert 
of  eight  uBhappy  Wwtehea  fbr  Fekmtes,  who  have  been  sentenced 
{a  Gamberland  and  York  Oounties.  As  all  punishments  are  intended 
for  the  reformation  of  the  Parties  offending,  or  by  example  to  deter 
others  from  the  commisston  of  the  like  Crimes,  and  as  we  are  of 
opinion  that  three  of  the  Crimimds,  to  wit,  George  Fletser  &  Robert 
8tory  for  Marder,  and  Thomas  Pediey  for  Bu^^ry,  if  their  lives 
are  spared,  may  yet  reform  and  beoome  useful  members  of  society, 
we  .are  induced  to  recommend  them  to  your  Excellency  and  the 
Council  for  Mercy.  The  two  first,  it  is  true,  stand  attainted  for 
Murder,  but  the  Malice  in  their  Cases  was  only  by  implication  of 
Law.  Fletzer  gave  but  one  blow,  but  it  was  with  a  Club  of  such  a 
size  &  laid  on  in  such  a  manner  aSTWould  naturally  occasion  death, 
and  tho'  given  in  a  sudden  gust  of  passion  &  immediately  after 
receiving  a  -push  from  the  deceased,  yet  the  Oourt  direeted  &  the 
Jury  found  these  Circumstances  were  not  sufficient  to  extenuate  the 
Crime  from  Murder  to  Manslaughter ;  the  other,  Robert  Story,  was 
standing  as  a  Ceotry  to  guard  the  Maganne  at  Carlisle,  and  sAer 
oiialleiigiQg  three  tines  (as  he  njFS,)  bat  of  which  theke  Was  no 
proof,  his  discharged  his  Musket  in  so  incautious  a  manner  that  ha 
trilled  the  deosaaed  when  walking  the  Streets  in  oompaay  with 
many  others  about  the  Hour  of  nine  o'Clook  at  the  lateit;  the  de- 
oeaaad  he  had  never  seen  before.  Thomas  Pedlej's  youth,  and  his 
haviqg  a  room  in  the  day  tame  in  th*  fionae  broken,  added  to  its 
being  his  finsi  offenee  that  we  eonld  beiur  of,  plead  in  his  behalf. 
We  are  Sir^  with  the  utmost  regard) 

yoor  Exotllepcy'a  to  tbeCotineUs' 

Ittoat  obediaai  humble  Servantq, 

TUO«  M<^KEAN, 
WILL.  AXLEfi. 
Tork  TowD^  Ootober  80tl^  1779« 
IHrwtedj 
:   Bii  Jtootltoaoy  Josiph  Bmi,  Bsylre,  rfmUmA  ko. 
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Hon.  Jbssi  Boot  to  Pbeb.  Bsbd,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  l*"  Na?emb6t|  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Gommisaary  General  of  Porohaaes  has  Orders  to  oontnet  for 
a  Supply  of  Flour  for  the  Current  Year  not  to  exceed  two  hundred 
thousand  BarrelSi  on  the  most  reasonable  Terms.  Of  this  quintitj 
it  is  expected  your  State  will  ftimiah  seventy  thousand  Barrels. 

The  exhausted  Condition  of  our  Magasines,  and  the  pressing  vuts 
of  the  Army,  call  for  the  Vigorous  Exertions  of  the  powers  of  yoor 
State  to  aid  &  facilitate  CoT.  Blaine,  Deputy  Commissary  Genenli 
(who  will  wait  on  your  Excellency  with  this)  in  supplyins  the  neoes- 
sities  of  the  Army  with  Bread,  &  preventing  the  moat  disagraesble 
Consequences. 

Your  knowledge  of  the  public  wants,  &  your  known  Zeal  in  |Hro- 
moting  the  Common  Weiu,  supercedes  the  necessity  of  mentioDiog 
any  other  Consideration  to  engage  your  Attention  &  Influence. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  C<mgresB  on  the  CommisBUj 
&  Quarter  Master  General's  ]>epaxtm^| 
Xoor  Bxcellenoy's 

Host  Obed«  ft  most  Hble,  Qen*, 

JESSE  BOOT. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esquire* 


Ban.  E&anklin  to  Pbbs.  Babd,  1779. 

Passy,  Nov.  !•*,  1779. 
Sir, 

A  (Gentleman  from  Holland,  one  of  the  Senators  of  Zivicsioe,  M. 
Van  Noemor,  being  desirous  of  settling  in  our  State  with  his  fiunilji 
and  being  well  recommended  to  me,  as  a  j^erson  of  Character,  for 
Learning  ft  Virtue,  and  likeiy  ^  n^^®  ^  good  ft  useful  Citiien,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  him  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  request  for  him  thoeo 
Civilities  and  that  ProteetioB  which  yon  have  Pleasure  in  afibrding  to 
Strangers  of  Merit.  The  lowrs  of  Liberty  in  all  Parts  of  Europe 
begin  to  cast  their  Eyes  on  our  State,  whose  Constitution  they  admire, 
and  meditate  a  Removal  thither  as  soon  as  Peace  shaU  render  a  Fu- 
sage  more  safe  for  themselves  and  FamiMes,  ft  the  Conveyance  of  their 
Substance  more  secure.  I  am  persuaded,  by  the  numbers  of  Letteis 
I  have  received  on  this  Subject  that  we  shall  have  a  great  Number 
of  wealthy  People  with  their  Ciroleeof  Acquaintances,  and  Relstioofl. 
The  Hospitality  and  Friendly  Receptions  reputable  Settlers  fromanj 
Country  meet  with  among  tis,  wiU  have  its  uaaalfiffeetsin  aaeooiagiDg 
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othen  to  follow.  And  I  fehereforei  aa  well  as  upon  bis  owd  Aocoant, 
hope  that  oar  Coaotry  will  be  made  agreeable  to  this  Gentlemen. — 
With  great  Esteem;  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

four  Ezoellenoys  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
Indortementf 

Pasfly,  in  France,  Nov.  !•*,  1779,    From  Doot'  Franklin,  Beoom- 
mending  M.  Van  Noemor  to  the  Protection  of  this  State. 


Anbbbw  Eacklinb  to  Prbs.  Bbbb,  1779. 

Rockhill;  Baeks  County,  Nov.  l^,  1779. 
Sir, 

Having,  according  to  the  Orders  of  the  Executive  Council  of  this 
State,  called  forth  the  two  Classes  of  my  Battalion,  the  same  being 
the  third  of  Bucks  County,  and  likewise  held  the  Day  of  Appeal, 
agreeable  to  Law,  and  Whereas,  the  Ezeeutive  Council  desirod  to 
eive  the  same  the  earliest  Notice  of  the  Numbers  that  could  be 
depended  on  to  turn  out  on  this  Call,  and  also  the  Number  which 
the  said  Called  forth  Classes  bear ;  Therefore,  I  give  here  a  true 
Account  of  the  said  two  Classes ;  the  Whole  of  the  men  amount  to 
136 ;  and  of  the  said  Numbers  that  can  be  depended  on  to  tiim  out 
to  serve  their  Tower  of  Duty,  may  be  about  30  men. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most 

obedient  &  humble  Servant, 

ANDBBW  KACKLINE,  S.  L. 
Dtrectedf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President,  at  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pbes.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

Two  deserters  of  the  Corps  of  Hussars  left  the  pickott  out  side  of 
Rings  bridge,  last  Sunday  was  a  week,  with  their  horses  &  arms ; 
they  say  that  a  pickett  of  a  subaltern  &  6  horse  men  is  (^aily  sent 
out  to  a  hill  on  the  oontinent  on  firing  a  morning  gun,  &  returns  to 
the  island  at  the  evening  gun,  which,  with  the  Hessian  Yagers,  horse 
&  foot  about  800,  &  a  guard  of  Hessians  in  redoubt  N*  8,  are  all 
the  troops  on  the  continent  side  of  the  river;  from  this  redoubt  there 
is  a  flying  bridge  made  to  swing  round  with  the  current  when  requisitei 
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the  old  bridge  being  broken  dew9«    A  sirong  ivork  is  ereetod  mrw 
the  island  about  three  miles  from  fort  Washington,  nearer  the  biidge, 
well  supplied  with  artillery.     No  works  were  ereoted  on  Long  iihmd 
near  the  Oity ;  one  of  the  informants  has  lately  passed  that  feny. 
Permit  me  to  assote  yoa,  that  I  am,  with  respect^ 
Your  Excellencies 

Most  Obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M 
Nov  2-,  1779. 
I}irectedf 
His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


Col.  Thos.  Hartley  to  Council,  1778. 

Snnbnry,  Nov.  20*,  1778.* 
Hononied  BixB, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  of  the  14*  inst.  Affairs  hare  had  a  hwo' 
able  Change  in  this  Quarter. 

Od  the  15*  oar  Troops  were  in  Motion— The  Enemy  had  dia- 
eovered  us. 

My  advance  Parties  got  quite  towyomfng — ^The  rest  of  the  Troops 
moving  forward  as — Cireumstaoces  woald  admit. 

The  Barbarians  had  taken  a  namber  of  Cattle,  between  Wyommff 
and  Nescopeck  but  have  been  obliged  to  leave  them  all  &  ha?e  fled 
with  the  utmost  Precipitation.— 

On  the  17*  the  Communication  was  open  &  the  Boats  vonld 
arrive  at  Wyoming  the  Day  following,  with  44  Barrels  of  Floury  a 
Qaantity  of  ammunition  Salt  &e.,  under  a  proper  Convoy. 

If  the  other  Begiment  comes  to  Wyoming  so  that  we  maybeabls 
to  strengthen  the  other  Posts,  I  trust  the  Frontiers  will  be  prett; 
safe  during  the  winter. 

As  my  former  Letter  was  something  alarming  I  give  yon  ih^ 
earliest  Intelligence  of  the  Change  of  the  Prospect. 

A  few  Indians  have  appeared  near  Muncy  and  in  Penn's  Tally  we 
can  manage  those  well  enough. 

I  am  with  great  Bespect 

your  most  obed* 

humble  Serv*, 

THO-.  HABTIBT. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  The  Executive  Council  of  the  SUte  of  PennsjI- 
vania. 

By  Rob*.  Martin  Eaq'. 

*  This  paper  ought,  acoording  to  its  date,  to  have  been  inserted  oa  pag* 
Q4t  of  this  volume. 
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.  bers  of,  472.  Order  flour  to  be  dia- 
triboted  to  poor,  740. 

Atlee,  Col.,  on  rank  of,  188.  Return 
to  the  line  opposed,  682.  To  pur- 
chase  flour,  674. 

Atlee,  Judge;  criminals  at  Tork,  773. 

Augusts  Fort,  674. 

Avery,  John,  Jc,  IsttM  from,  477. 
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Baltimore,  loiter  to  Magistrates  of,  on 
sailors,  399. 

Barge  and  Tjng,  retpeetiBg  Bait,  728. 

Barton,  Ker,  Thomas,  accepts  chap- 
laincy  in  British  Regiment  at  New 
York,  226. 

Bayard,  John,  136,  189,  194,  811. 

Beahm,  Philip,  18. 

Bedford  County,  R.  Galbraith  resigns 
office  in,  99.  Case  of  Culbertson, 
186.  United  States  arms  to  MiUUa 
of,  202.  Captain  Clnggage  appointed 
to  a  Command  in,  296.  Letter,  B. 
Dougherty,  on  trial  at,  297.  Maga- 
sine  for  prorisions  at,  308.  Lt.  Piper, 
578.  Troops  for,  841,  870.  Affairs 
in,  446,  516,  534,  696.  Morders  by 
Indians,  584. 

Berks  County,  poreliaees  ^  wheat 
ordered  in,  550. 

Bermudian8,distreffs  of,  apply  for  floor, 
tc.,  412.  Recommendation  of  Con- 
gress, 418. 

Bethlehem,  orders  for  wafers  sent  to, 
iVom  Philadelphia,  295. 

Billingsport,  claims  against,  140.  Visit 
of  President,  Ac  to,  199,  200,  893. 
Troops  for,  270.  Cannon  for,  290, 
298.  Troops  Ao.,  for,  889,  365,  366, 
869,  893,  425,  507,  673.  To  officers 
at,  respecting  embargo  aide,  409, 
424.  Offloers  relieTed;  502.  Orders 
about  ressels,  588.  OoL  MeCnUoh 
relieves  Col.  Proctor's  Artillery  at, 
871.  Stores  wanted  at,  539.  Orders 
to  Tessels,  537.  Return  of  Cannon 
at,  562. 

Bills  of  Credit,  (under  the  Crown) 
resolutions  of  Congress  respecting, 
154. 

Birthday  of  King  of  France,  celebrated 
at  Philadelphia,  648. 

Blaine,  Col.  Bphraim,  Commiss'r  of 
purchases,   17.      Scarcity   of   flour, 

•    names  of  assistants,  707. 

Bland,  Col.  Theodore,  E.,  99,  107. 

Blythe,  Col.  Benjamin,  496. 

Board  of  War,  (Continental)  80,  90, 

.  08,  99,  101,  107,  201,  202,  227,  229, 
230,   282,  233,   256,  282,  284,  286, 

-  287,  269,  293,  805,  308,  312,  329, 
832,  339,  840,  375,  385,  387,  897, 
404,  418,  420,  421,  424,  437,  442, 
450,  454,  456,  459,  460,  480,  480, 
495,  496,  508,  538,  627,  640,  649, 
681,  691,  696,  709,  718,  719,  727, 
730,  731.    Resolution  of,  256. 

Boone,  Captain,  57,  Killed,  at  Fort 
Freeland,  590,  610.  list  of  hii 
party,  610. 


Boston,  BriUsh  prisoners  eseepe  frw, 

698,717. 
Boundary  between  PennsylTsoia  sad 

Virginia,  309,  310,  441. 
Bounties,  355. 
Boyd,  CoL  Andrew,  97,  471.    Tikm 

prisoner  at  Fort  Washington,  384. 
Boyd,  Lt.  massacred  by  Indians,  723. 
Boyd,  Mr.  murder  of  by  the  SnuAi, 

410. 
Boys,  Capt.  Nathan,  orders  to  pr^sn 

for  President's  risit  to  fortifieatiooi, 

200.    To  get  Games  ready,  240, 248, 

566. 
Bradford,  Wm.  0.  (P.  M.)  556. 
Bradford,  Thomas,  oseort  of  i  ' 

560.  Prorision  for  prisoners,  73L 
Brant,  Indians  doea  mischief  at  Pes- 

nipaek,  63, 728. 
Brady,  Captain,  505. 
Brandywine,  wounded  at,  608b 
Brewer,  Colonel,  (Seeretary  to  Qeaail 

SnUiTan)  724. 
Bridge,  on  fichnyUciU,  SqUItu's,  lU^ 

196. 
Brodhead,  CoL  Daniel,  Lettenrespeet- 

ing  stato  of  frontiers,  465,  495.   Ae- 

oonnt  Of  afliairs  with  Indiana^  Mi 

Lettora  to,  respecting  ftontieis,  51^ 

621,  525»  541,  564,  569,  664,  703, 

710,  771. 
Brodhead,  Mr.  applies  for  Identensaej, 

606.    Reasons  for  deeision  of  offietn 

in  his  oase,  660. 
Brown,  Col.  Alexander,  letter  to,  on 

non-oompUanoe  with  orders,  515. 
Brown,  Col.  John,  on  impeaehmsat  of 

Arnold,  226,  271. 
Brooks,  Wm.,  Town  Mirfor  of  York, 

459. 
Bryan,  George,  resigns  as  V.  P.,  745. 
Bucks  County,  letter  to  Colonels  of 

Militia,  104.    Militia,  98,  103,  IH 

108.    Forage  Master,  620. 
Bull,  CoL  John,  to  repair  Bsokf  at 

Mud  Island,  240,  544.    Asks  to  bo 

employed  ag'st  Indians,  544w    Bait- 
ing ehevauz  de  frise,  544,  586, 587, 

685. 
Burke,  Thomas,  170,  172. 
Butler,  Col.  Richard,  8, 65,  482,  514 
BnUer,  Col.  Zebnlon,  283,  289. 
Bikers,  John,  letter  respeeting  fork 

Freeland,  591. 


Campbell,  John,  agent  firom  Virginis 

at  Pittsburgh,  79. 
Campbell,  C^tain,  Thomas,  appehitod 

to   a   oompaay   of    Rangers,  19^ 

Rank,  446. 
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aH»hiiUti«ii^  ttttolet  of  Fort  FMelaad, 
6  LI. 

Carbery,  Mr.  BkirmiBh  with  Indians, 
8,10. 

Carlisle,  Abraham,  memorials  in  faror 
of  his  pardon,  21-24.  52-59.  Notes 
of  G.  J.  McKean,  on  trial  of,  44-52. 

Carothers,  Col.  John,  resig^is,  405,  618. 

Carson,  Samuel,  Lt.  of  Ship  Qeneral 
Green,  310,  706. 

Carson,  John,  401,  437,  '470,  637,  669, 
679. 

Cartoaoh  boxes,  ordered,  358. 

Chemung,  expedition  proposed  ai^ainst, 
3,86. 

Chesney,  Williara,  599. 

Chester  County,  illegal  election,  97. 
List  of  Justices  since  Revolution, 
444.  Bad  conduct  of  Bast  Marlbro, 
471.  Murder  of  Jesse  Jordan  In, 
743. 

Chevaux  de  fVieie,  Colonel  Bull  en* 
gaged  in  raising,  544,  566,  587. 

Circulars,  104,  105,  183,  804,  747. 

Clarke,  John,  Jr.,  and  H.  MiUer,  609. 

Clarkson,  Matthew,  (aid  to    General 

,  Arnold)  action  of  Congress  against^ 
204,  270. 

Clarkson,  Matthew,  (Marshal)  annonn- 
ces  death  of  Judge  Ross,  554. 

Claypoole,  James,  Sheriff  of  Philadel- 
phia,  to  replace  whipping  post  and 
pillory,  252.  Instructions  respecting 
8.  R.  Fisher,  291.  G.  Harding,  360. 
Captain  Sutter,  632.  Peter  Miller, 
765. 

Clingham,  William,  168. 

Clinton,  General,  (British)  his  expedi- 
tion to  Connecticut,  561. 

Clothiers,  each  state  to  pay  its  own, 
203,  304,  312.     Guard  for  store,  689. 

Clothing,  129,  135,  181,  221,  273,  293, 
304,  312,  336,  359,  637,  405  411, 
423,  440,  470,  570,  590,  659,  666, 
670,  679,  685,  696,  714,  740,  744. 
Prices  ot,  for  Army,  182. 

duggage.  Captain  Thomas,  appointed 
to  an  independent  Company  in  Bed- 
ford, 296.  Letters  to,  512,  624,  659, 
697,  742. 

CoaU,  Lt  CoU  Wm.,  376,  377,  768, 
764.  Asks  to  be  exchanged  as  pri- 
soner, 377,  477. 

Commissaries  of  purchases  and  issues, 
letter  to.  304,  567,  579. 

Commissary  department  to  be  regu* 
lated,  84,  557.  Conduct  in,  490,  542, 
650,  551,  552. 

Commissioner  of  clothing  to  be  ap- 
pointed, 221. 

CommLasiooers  for  forfeited  estates, 
243. 


Commisfion«n  for  pnrohase  of  floiuv 

753. 
Commissions  for  priTateers,  127,  536, 

608. 
Committee  of  city,  letters  to  dealers  ia 

flour  and  Importers,  461-465. 
Committoes  of  Congress,  83,  84,  85. 

88. 
Confederacy,  frigate,  533,  695. 
Complaint  against  Captain  Harding^ 

761. 
CoH«an8B  Lbttbrs,  to  A  fh>m,  5, 13, 14, 

75, 81, 89, 102, 106, 127, 152, 224, 243, 

246,  261,  265,  270,  274,  304,312,313, 

824,  347,  360, 374,  396, 417, 490, 513, 

622,  532,  536,  550, 552,  631,  647, 662, 

664,  695,  716,  738,  757,  761,  765. 

Bew>lu(i9M  (/,  15,  20,  75,  76,  83,  87, 
101,  128, 154-158,  173,  204,  221, 
249,  250,  251,  263,  287,  203,  315, 
316,  365,  413,  436,  439,  500,  620, 
542,  641,  732,  734. 

Cfomplimentary  to  /'•naso.,  312. 

Marine  OoamiUee  o/,  12,  76,  120, 
187,  235,  241,  587,  657. 

CommitUe  of,  83,  84, 85,  88, 170, 172. 

Conuntrcial  CommiUee,  570,  605. 
point  thanksgiving  day,  89. 

JhUgatet  in,  134,  137,  140,  141, 158, 
160,  162,  174,  181,  184,  189,  192, 
422,  478,  551,  557,  639.  Case  of 
C.  J.  MoEeanand  Genl.  Thomson, 
137.  Bo,  of  Genl.  Maxwell,  138. 
Delegates  to  require  yeas  and  nays 
in  case  of  Arnold,  Ac,  174.  Pro- 
clamation for  a  fast,  257.  Supply 
of  Troops,  244.  Resolutions  in 
faTor  of  Pennsa.,  288,  313.  Dele- 
gates in  from  Virg.,  73,  184.  Res- 
olu lions  respecting  Clothiers,  %99, 
304.  For  5  Companies,  of  Rangers, 
300.  Letter  from  Washington,  to, 
479.  Resolutions  respecting  Gen. 
Trumbull,  374.  On  Right  of  Peti- 
tion, 439.  Plan  for  recruiting,  442. 
Journals  distribnted,  472.  Refor- 
mation of  Qr.  Mr.  and  Commissary 
Depurtmenu,  557.  Men  and  pro- 
Tisions  to  be  supplied,  716.  Quotas 
of  States,  733.  Proclamation  for 
thanksgiving,  757. 
Connor,  CoU  Morgan,  336. 
Continental  bills,  156-158, 186, 192. 
Convention,  Troops  to  be  escorted,  89, 

05,  99,  101,  104,  106»  107,  108,  110, 

129. 
Conyngham,  Capt.,  G.  respecting  pur- 

base  of  bis  vessel,  228,  235,  289,  319. 

His  conduct,  318.    His  explanation, 

319,  322. 
Cook,  Cul.  John-^Letter  of  GenL  Sol- 

Uvan  to,  593. 


T80 


INDBX. 


Coritt,  Oapt.  l8ftM»  ratiM  »  Oorapiiiy, 

and  ifl  received  into  8Ute  serrioe^ 

CornwalliSy  Lord,  663. 

Coihieton,  63. 

Conncil— 

j^^^  See  fiapreme  Sxeevtire. 

Coonterfeiters  in  prison,  604. 

Conri  Martial,  Appeal  from,  by  Cap.  TL 

Hardie,  91,  327. 
Courts^  No  state  attorney  in  Korth- 

umberland,  73.    Long  snfpension  of 

jvitioe  rendera  people  licentioni,  73. 

Of  appeal  from  Covrte  of  law  reo- 
•   commended,  78.    At  York,  773. 
Ooxe,  Col.  John,  waggons,  740. 
Coxe's  Town,  stores  at^  608. 
Oraig,  Oapt.  J..  264,303,  397,  717. 
Orawford,  James,  760. 
Crecs,  Peter,  Deposition,  259. 
Crispin,  Wm.,  orders  to  prepare  for 

Prest's  visit  to    fortifications,  200. 

Asks  for  money,  314. 
Cnmberland  Co^List  of  Jnstiees,  144. 

High  price  of  wheat— Justices,  Ac, 

809.    Ought  to  guard  frontiera^  410. 

Resolve  to  defend  themselves,  487. 

Martial  spirit  in,  623. 
Corrency,  state  and  improvements  of, 

416,  448,  481,  (43,672.  643,  721,738. 

Plan  of.  Town  meeting  in  Phil.,  621« 
Cnshing,  Thomas,  250. 


Davis,  Caleb,  list  of  Justices  in  Chester 
Co.,  444. 

Davis,  Col.,  565. 

Dean,  Joseph,  Petition  respeetingland, 
and  forfeited  Estate,  540. 

Deane  frigate,  198,  621,  533. 

Deane,  James,  11. 

De  Haae,  Genl,  J.  P.,  respecting  self* 
ure  of  flour,  330-332,  letter  to,  832. 

De  Hart,  Jaoob,  Lt  of  ship  QenL 
Greene,  310,  864. 

De  .Haven,  Peter,  at  Gun  factory,  12, 
133,  175,  194,*  applies  to  be  Wagon 
Master,  175. 

Delaney,  John,  petiUon  from,  wounded 
at  Germ  an  town,  94. 

•Delany,  Sharp,  762. 

Delapt,  Richard,  Ac,  702. 

Delaware  River — defence  of,  19,  180, 
101,  107, 199,  200,  270, 282,  290, 299, 
329,  410;  letter  to  Gov.  on  defence 
of,  180.  Visit  of  Gov,,  Ac,  to  forti- 
fications of,  190,  200,  203.  Map  of, 
233.  Survey  of,  by  Genl.  Du  Por- 
toil,  201,  227,  229, 232, 272, 279, 280, 
366,  399,  403,  409. 


Banks  at  Mud  Island,  tobs  rep^red, 
240.  Troops  sent  to  the  Forts  on, 
270,  and  Cannon,  290,  298. 
Billingsport,  200,  208,  330,  365,  366, 
360,  371,  400,  602,  607,  562,  673, 
720,745.  Mud  Island,  270, 290, 339, 
369,  385,  397,  410,  502, 562, 663,  673, 
720,  745,  764. 

Timber  wheels  required,  S45. 
Treatment  of  vessels  bound  up  ud 
down,  372,  456,  637.  A  pieM  «f 
heavy  eaanon  from  Prineeton,  375. 
Waste  of  powder  in  bringing  ▼«8sels 
to,  398,  404.  Letters  to  and  fhia 
Heniy  Fisher,  396,  410.  Sweeping 
for  lost  articles,  433,  641.  Chevaaz 
de  frise,  544,  666,  587,  636.  RaislBg 
sunk  vessels,  644.  Mrs.  Hitelieoek's 
claim  for  giving  notice,  705.  Henry 
Fisher's  letters,  390,  410.  706,  730. 
Officers  ordered  up  from  forts,  720. 

Delaware,  State  of,  152. 

Delegstes  in  Congress,  letters,  134, 140, 
160,  162,  174,  181,  184,  189,  192, 
422,  476,  661,  557,  639.  To  r«4}stTO 
yeas  and  nays  in  certain  cases,  174» 

Delegates  In  Congress  from  YirKiaia, 
73,  184. 

Denison,  CoL,  16. 

Deserters,  366,  448,  769,  776. 

Deshler,  Charles,  CommissAoaer  of 
Magaaine  of  provisions,  17. 

D'Bstaing,  Count,  success  of  fleet  in 
West  Indies,  661.  Respeetlnc  736, 
747,  764,  772. 

Depositions  and  ezaminatioos,  John 
MiteheU,  207-209,  213.  John  Gar- 
d{<ier,241.  John  Parker,  269.  Peter 
Cress,  259.    Thos.  Pollock,  677. 

Dogs,  use  of  against  Indians  reeoim- 
mended,  857. 

Dougherty,  Bernard,  186,  297.  Be- 
specting  trial  at  Bedford,  297. 

Douf^herty,  Capt,  killed  near  Fori 
Preeland,  691,  610. 

Douglass,  Capt,  captures  »  prirnlecr 
otr  the  Delaware  andtakes  her  lata 
Bgg  harbour,  192. 

Douglass,  Commander,  John,  judgment 
against,  641,  647. 

Drayton,  Wm.  H.,  books  from  libirmiy, 
828,  336. 

Dundas,  James,  claims  against  Bil- 
lingsport, 14t^,  263,  326,  33S. 

Dunlap,  Lt  James,  488. 

Dnntap,  John,  letter  to,  201. 

Du  Portal],  Genl.,  survey  of  Driawars 
river,  201,  227,  229,  232,  272,  S79, 
280,  366,  399, 403,  409,  690.  Thanks, 
Ac,  403.  On  Companies  of  Minars 
and  Sappers,  600. 

Du  Simitiere^  tnuulation  of  pap«% 
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Easton,  difflcultj  in  proearin^  a  house 

for  public  papers,   176.     Price  of 

Iron  at,  177. 
Eckhart,  Valentine,  552. 
Edwards,  Major,  107, 152. 
Egg  harbonr,  a  privateer  captured  by 
'  Capt.  Douglas,  carried  into,  192. 
Bichelberger,  Geo.,  to  be  arrested^  193. 
Sichelberger,  Jacob,  490,  530. 
Elder,  Col.  Joshua,  692. 
Elections,  97. 
Elliott,  Mrs.,  case  of,  247. 
Elwood,  John,  record  of 
'  in  case  of,  for  treason,  59-62. 

was  pardoned  Julj  15,  1779.     CoL 

Rec,  Vol.  Xir.,  p.  48. 
Embargo,  78,  197,  231,  247,  315,  409, 

424,  588,  039,  768,  745.     RoToked, 
.  424.    Acts  of  Congress,  695. 
Enemy,  intercourse  with,  restricted  by 

Congress,  316,  324. 
Engrossing  or  forestalling  prorisionf 

to  be  proFented,  85,  88,  113,  151. 
Erwin,  Capt  Joseph,  state  of  frontiers. 

563. 
Escape,  a  most  extraordinary,  from 

Indians,  627. 
Escort  of  Convention   troops,  89,  95, 
•    99,  101,  104,  106,  107,  108.  110,  129. 

To  Fort  Lawrens,  attacked,  173. 
Estates,  forfeited,  produce  money  to 

the  state,  80. 
Estherton,  Gen.  Hand  at,  844,  610. 
Ettwein,  Rev'd  John,  orders  sent  to 

for  wafers  by  Council,  296. 
Evans,  Lt,  762. 
Eyre,  Benjamin  G.,   Ac,  removal  of 

vessels,  644. 


Pairfleld,  Con.,  bttmed  by  Gov.  Tryon, 

561. 
Farmer,  Lewis,  estimate  and  price  of 
<  provisions,  181.    Purchase  of  goods, 

273. 
Farmer,  Col.  Lewis,  755. 
Farmer,  Michael,  complains  of  dulnesi 

of  tobacco  trade,  453. 
Past  day,  proclamation  of  Congress, 

257,  261,  321. 
Ferguson,  Mrs.  Elis.,  letter  in  favor 

of,  100.     Case  of  in  Council,  202. 
Fire  companies  in  Philadelphia,  revi. 

val  of,  recommended    by   Supreme 

Executive  Council,  134,  201. 
Fisher,  Henry,  letters,  890,  410,  706, 

780. 
Fisher,  Samuel  R.,  letter  from  Ooondl 


to  0.  J.  McKean,  respecting  as  inter- 
cepted letter  from,  226, 274, 279.  To 
be  confined,  291. 

Fishing  creek,  murders  by  Indians,  357. 

Fitzgerald,  CoL  Jno.,  aid  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, 370. 

Fitzsimons,  Thomas,  respecting  a  ves« 
sel  loaded  by  French  Consnl,  407. 

Fleury,  Francis,  a  French  subject  ap« 
plied  for,  522,  631,  532. 

Flour  ta  be  exported  to  procure  eloth- 

'  ing,  548,  507,  686,  692.  Scarce,  707, 
730, 783.  Frauds  in,  557,  668,  660, 
699,  600.  Assembly  order  flour  to  be 
distributed  to  poor  housekeepers  in 
Philadelphia^  740.  Purchases  of, 
758,  766. 

Flower,  Col.  Beqj.,  294, 296,  885. 

Footman,  Richard)  Memorial  of,  118. 

Forage,  101, 102,  620. 

Forestalling,  86.  88,  118,  117,  161. 

Forfeited  estates.  Commissaries  of,  243. 
Returns  to  be  made  of^  243,  287^ 
540. 

Forrest,  Major  Thos.,  1S6,  254,  897. 

Fort  Frederick,  389,  840.  Fort  Free- 
land,  see  Freeland.  Jenkins,  81,  87y 
845,  357,  438,  760.  Built  on  Ohio 
by  Gen.  Me'Intosh,  1S3.  LanrenSy 
173,  465,  517,  569. 

Fort  Ligonier,  345. 

Fort  Mifflin,  cannon  sent  to,  298,  889; 
Troops  for,  866.  Ammunition 
wanted,  ?!85,  397,  720.  Prices  for 
Iron  work,  652. 

Fort  Muncy,  6,  823,  '844,  867,  612, 
760. 

Fort  Pitt,  841,  697. 

Fort  Roberdeau,  419,  624. 

Fort  Washington,  884. 

France,  King  of,  his  birth  day  cele- 
brated in  Philadelphia,  648,  661. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  introduces  Mr* 
Van  Noemer,  774. 

Franks-town,  Indians  near,  702. 

Franks,  David,  Commissary  of  British 
prisoners,  case  of,  76,  81,  172,  270; 
395.  His  clerk  permitted  to  go  to 
New  York,  173,  180. 

Franks,  David  S.,>-aid  to  General 
Arnold,  order  to  buy  goods,  370. 

Freeland,  Fort,  (near  Muney  Hill,) 
Indians  near,  take  prisoners,  346. 
Murders,  857,  689.  Respecting, 
611,  586.  Destroyed,  686,  589,  590, 
591,  592,  598,  596,  597,  609,  611,  619, 
623.  Capitulation  articles,  609,  611. 
List  of  Captain  Boone's  party  killed, 
610. 

French  Creek — ^powder  mill  site  asked 
for,  815. 

French  -Captain,  aeeevntt  reepeothig 
BaUors,  678.  Fleet,  747,  764.  Fleet* 
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(D'Bttaing'i)  7S6.  Frig*to  pUotod, 
12,76.  TrMtteiwith(h6,89.  Gen- 
tiemen  supposed  to  hare  been  killed 
by  an  Amertoan  officer,  164, 169,  ld6« 
Fleets,  floor,  Ao.  for,  718,  720.  Min- 
ister, Gerard,  16,  17,  61,  62,  70,  83, 
164, 169, 185,269, 278,  632,  595,  604, 

.  633,  648.  CoosuU  (fiolker)  137, 
238,  407,  499,  503,  510,  622,  531, 
636,  658,  560,  580,  599,  600,  601, 
628,  641,  Merehanto  to  pay  MiUtia 
fines,  499,  502,  603,  513. 

Vron tiers,  operations  and  alarmi  on, 
81,  82,  86, 192,  300,  305,  316.  Five 
oompukiM  of  Banfers  for,  300. 


Oalbraitti,  OoL  Bartrmn^  370, 670 ,522, 
612,  679. 

Qalbraith,  Ool.  Bober^  resigns  several 
offices,  74,  09. 

GsUies  to  be  got  ready,  230,  240,  249* 
Fitting  out,  314 

galloway,  Mrs.  Joseph — asks  for  per- 
mission to  eat  wood  on  her  husband's 
forfeited  esUte,  93.  Reply  of  Coun- 
cil, 95.    Property  to  be  sold,  660. 

Gardner,  John,  depositioo,  241. 

Oerard,  Mons.  (French  Min.)  claims  a 
Citisen  A  negroes  as  prieoners,  16, 
17.  Letters  to  A  from,  1 6,  17,  61,  62, 
70,  83,  164,  169,  185,  269,278,  532, 
595,  604,  683,  648,  651,  653,  708. 
Offers  a  reward  on  Captarea,  120. 
Complaint  of  Pros,  to,  269,  278,  639. 
His  commission,  655,  662.  Eejoio* 
ings  on  King's  birthday,  648,  651. 
Thanks,  708. 

Germaatown,  battle,  94. 

gibbons,  Lt  C  under  arrest,  648. 

Gold,  fall  of  in  value  compared  with 
Continental  money,  192. 

Gov'rs  of  States,  letters  to,  197. 

Qreanwalt»  P.  287,  507. 

Gregg,  Matthew— his  accounts,  334. 

Greene,  Maj.  Gen.  Natbl.  respecting 
Arnold  A  the  waggons,  175,  179. 

Greene,  Ship  Gen.  244,  246,  266,  309. 
310,311,343,397,442.  Name  not  to 
be  changed  for  Reed,  263.  Agents  for 
266,-  343,  344.  Letters  from,  266. 
Offioen  for,  266,  343,  362.  Valua- 
tion,  820.  Appraisers  appointed,  303. 
Report,  320. 

Gmbe,  Rev.  B.  A.  D.  520. 

Gun  factory,  12, 133,  195,  365. 

Gunpowder  in  Philad.  inquiry,  146. 

Gumey,  Francis,  asks  for  old  guns  to 
be  xamoved  from  Rivar,  495. 


Haekenwelder,  John,  616,  524, 541. 
Haffer,  Heniy,  (see  Haller),  562. 
Hagner,  CoL   takes   charge  of  Silt 

works,  767. 
Hagner,  Will,  Ac, respecting  Salt,  677. 
Hales,  Gen.  (Brit),  489. 
Hall,  Charles,  651. 
HaUer,  CoL  Henry,  483,  484, 488,  UI 
Hambright,  John,  31],  323. 
Hamilton,  Gov.  (an  Xnd'n)  csptan^ 

512,  517. 
Hand,  Gen.  Bdwacd,  321.    Onbiivaj 

to  Wyoming,  32 1.    Letters,  342^  Ui, 

403,715.     RespeeUng,  52L 
Hanna's  Town — provisions  to  be  stored 

aty  305.    Troopa,  406. 
Harbeson,  Beig.  Ac,  102, 153. 
Hardie,  CapU  R.   appeal  from  Coait 

Martial,  91.    Memorial  for  psjfor 

naval  Services,  92. 
Harding,  George,  Petition  in&Toro( 

326,  360. 
Harding,  Capt  of  Ship  ConAdenej} 

761. 
Harmar,  Col.  Joseph,  736, 750. 
Hare's  Brewery,  memorial  re^Motinf 

James  Warren,  113. 
Harris,  David,  638. 
Harris's  ferry,  391. 
Hartley,  Col.  Thomas,  letters,  S»  10, 81, 

86,  87,  258,  391,  694,  775. 
Harmar,  Col.  Joseph,  his  operstioss  oe 

frontiers,  5, 1 17,  776.    Voteof  thtnki 

to,  9.    Troops  in  want  of  CloUungr 

836.     ResignaUon,  366. 
Hay,  John,  Sh'if  of  York,  694. 
Haielwood,    Comm'r,   Jao.,   18^  ^^ 

PetiUon  of,  284. 
Henry,  Lt  George,  sells  public  Tenelii 

139,    Respecting  arms  Ac,  190,  m 

333,  365. 
Henry,  Patrick,  (Gov.  of  Va.),  oim 

Embargo,  247.    On  Boundary,  441. 
Henry,  Col.  Will'm,  359,  416,  446,614, 

657,  599,  667.    To  purchsse  6o«r, 

674.    Proofs  respecting  floar,  5i7. 
Hertiel,  Jonaa,  (Sh'if), 4^5. 
Hervey,  Maj.  George,  566. 
Hewitt,  Thomaa,  545. 
Hodffe»  Andrew — arms  lent  hj,  19^ 

Relating  to  cutter  Revenge,  31t«  . 
Hoifman,  Stokely— traitor  priwaen  a 

jail,  737. 
Holker,  Moos,  consul  of  Fraaee,  flo^ 

stolen  from,  137, 238.    Losd«T«iie(. 

407.    Respecting  two  French  mer- 

ch'U  paying  militia  fine*,  499,  W3, 

610.    On  privilegea  of  French  Ss6- 

JeoU,  510,  513,  522, 662.    Appliw  J 

speotlng  Francis  Fleniy,  522,  ^l,»^ 
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Penrose's  serrant,  69»»  701.  loTita- 
tion  io»  636.  Publioations^  680»  001, 
630.  PnrofaMes  of  flour,  658,  660, 
680,  699,  600,  601, 628,  632,  641, 669, 
675,  670,  682,  686,  703,  713. 

HoUiday,  Wm.  Ac,  petition  for  defence 
ag't  Ind'DS,  445. 

Hollingsheed,  Mr.  seryioe  in  the  State 
applies  as  master  of  the  Ship  Gen. 
G.  365. 

Hollingswortb,  LeTi,  aad  some  flov» 
472. 

Hooper,  €oL  483. 

Hopkinson,  Fraaeis,  appointed  Jadge 
of  Admiralty  Court,  555,  658. 

Howell,  Jacob  8.  estimate  of  oost  of 
Clothing  Penns'a  Troops,  182. 

Httblej,  CoL  Adam,  Jr.,  Claim  of, 
563,  596.  Sketch  of  Gen.  SaUiria's 
proceedings,  721,  755.  Col.  in  place 
of  CoL  Hartley,  366.  At  Sonbory, 
498,  512.     At  Wyoming,  563. 

Hnbley,  John,  builds  a  powder  Maga* 
sine  k  storehouse  at  Lancaster^  297. 
Letter,  667. 

Hampton,  Col.  366. 

Hunter,  Lt  Samuel,  116, 316,  346, 875, 
438,  455,  616,  546,  574,  689, 616,  619. 
Attacks  k  murders  by  Ind'ns,  346. 

Huntington,  Sami,  Elected  Pros.  Cong, 
739. 

Hutchinson,  Br.  James,  appointed  to 
inspect  sickly  ▼essels,  408.  To  re- 
eommend  Surgeon  for  Ship  G.  G. 
843.  To  supply  Surgeon's  instru- 
ments, 547. 


Imlay,  John,  264. 

Impertinent  Prifateer  Brig  Captured 
by  Capt.  Montgomery,  476. 

Impressing  wagons  388,  427,  433,  489. 

Impressments  by  Capt  Harding,  762. 

Indians,  on  frontiers,  ;^,  4, 5, 10,  81, 132, 
173,  862, 399,  408, 419,431,  445,  447, 
605,  554,  662,  664,  669, 572,  678,  589, 
603,  606,  612,  614,  615,  617,  618, 
649, 650, 664,  673,  696,  710,  715,  755, 
769.  Chief  kiUed,  5.  Skirmishes 
with,  5,  6, 7, 173.  Murders,  16,  173, 
399,  438, 621,  624, 534,  674.  Towns 
destroyed,  6,  81.  Prisoners  with, 
10.  Seneca  chief.  Great  Trt,  11. 
Towns,  6,  11,  and  Tories  at  Minne- 
sinks,  Ac,  15,  63,  81.  Brant  at  Pen- 
nipaok,  68.  At  Wyoming  and  Min. 
aetink,  68,  8L  On  Susquehanna,  81, 
37,117.  OnChUisquaqua,82.  Bs. 
cort  to  Pert  Lawbbhs  attacked  by 

.  8.  Girty  and  Mingoes,  173.  Alarms 
at  Ligonier  and  Blackleg  creek,  173. 


GeaL  Washington  on  expedition 
against,  210.  State  of  the  frontiers, 
258,  268,  275,  282,  283.  Arrive  in 
Philada.,  292.  Orders  not  to  be  waited 
for  in  emergency,  300.  Massacre  near 
Fort  LrooKiSB.  Attacks  and  mur- 
ders near  Port  Jbnkuib,  345,  ^49, 
357.  Do.  near  Fort  Fbbblahd. 
Take  J.  McKnight  (a  member  of 
Assembly)  prisoner,  346.  Various 
massacres,  357.  Use  of  Dogs  and 
Horsemen  against  reeommended,357. 
In  Philada.,  362,  364.  Scalps,  re- 
ward  for,  362.  In  Northumberland 
Co.,  408,  574,  606,  614,  615.  Near 
Fort  Jbnkibs,  438.  Near  Fort  Law- 
BBB8,  465.  Speeches,  495,  605. 
Near  Kittanning,  505.  Got.  Hamil- 
ton  captured,  512.  Proceedings  on 
fh>n tiers,  516.  Fort  Fbbbland  de- 
stroyed by,  and  British,  586, 589, 591, 
692, 593, 597.  Capt.  Boon,  Ac,  killed, 

590,  591,  592,  and  Capt.  Dougherty, 

591,  610.  Genl.  SuUiTan  going  to 
Tioga,  594.  ArriTal,  715.  Letter, 
Jno.  Van.  Campeu,  603.  Maha- 
kamack,  603.  Proeeedings  In  Pax- 
ton,  606, 609.  Shennng  town  burned, 
667.  Near  Franks  town,  703.  CoU 
Brodhead  destroys  towns,  702. 
Towns  destroyed  by  Gen.  SuUiran, 
709,  721,  724.  Murder  of  LU  Boyd, 
723.  Various  tribes,  517,  518,  541. 
Their  proceedings,  524,  626,  641. 
MarFclloos  escape  of  an  express 
from,  527.  In  Northampton  Ceonty, 
672.    Minnesinks,  573,  575. 

Instructions  to  James  Claypoole,  She- 
riff, 291. 

luTalid  Regiment,  858.  How  officers 
are  trans^rred  to,  701 

Iron,  price  of  at  Easton,  177.  At  Ches- 
ter, 666. 

Irwin,  Barclay,  A  Co.,  respecting  a 
vessel  for  State,  198,  246. 

Irwin,  Capt.  512. 

Irwin,  Mat.  A  Rob.  Bridges,  314. 
Fitting  out  a  galley,  314.  Ask  for 
0»Dnon,  814. 

Irwin,  MaUhew,  244,  261, 266,266, 311, 
734,  765. 

Irwin,  Thomas,  Ae.,  147. 


J. 

James,  Abel— salt,  758. 

Jameson,  David,  490. 

Jameson,  D.  A  James  Biobelberger, 

491,  630. 
Jenifer  A  Rootr-priees  of   Wagons^ 

750. 
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JanklBfl^  Fort,  garrison  at,  81, 87, 345, 

612.    MnrderB  near,  346,  438. 
Jenningg,  Dr.  at  Sunbnrj,  511. 
Jennings,  Miohael,  311,  859. 
Johnson,  Gov.  of   Md.  on  Whiskey 

law,  136,  (notiee  mistake.) 
Johnston,  Col.  Francis,  Return  of  2d 

Brig,  under,  68.    Letter  on  want  of 

Clothing  in  Army,  411.    Affair  at 

Stony  point,  Ae.,  681. 
Jordan,  Jesse,  respecting  wagons  used 

hy  Gen.  Arnold,  160,  179,  194,  213- 

220,  266, 743.    Dies,  murdered,  743. 
Joy,  CapU  Dani,  makes  return  of  oan- 

non  at  Forts  on  Del.  662. 
Justices    of    Cumberland,    Co^    144. 

Chester  Co.,  list  of,  444.    Of  Phttftd. 

letters  to  on  nuiaanoes^  668, 


Eaokline,  Andrew,  776. 
Kannakalo.  Ind'n  Town,  11. 
Kemplen,  Capt  Thomas,  438, 466, 610^ 

547,  586«  696,  664. 
KendaU,  Jos.   respecting   murder   of 

Boyd  by  Smiths,  410. 
King,  Lieut.  691. 
Kingsbridge  works  leyelled,  636. 
Kings    ferry,    redoubt   at  taken    by 

Bnemy,  460. 
Kirkbride,  Joseph,  108. 
Kittanning,  troops  at,  666, 
Knox,  John,  Ac,  433. 
Kompeton,  Capt.  Com m audi'  eneaiy 

near  Boons  mill,  591, 696. 


Lancaster  eo.,  illegal  election  in,  19. 
0.  Wirts  respecting  stores  at,  226« 
Militia  at»  230,  679.  Stores,  232. 
Gen.  Pulaski's  corps,  232, 233.    John 

-  Hubley  builds  powder  magacine  and 
storehouee  at,  in  oeeupation  of  U.  S., 
207.    Officers  for,  306.    Stores  frem 

•  Lebanon,  371,  469.  Resolve  to  de* 
fend  themselres,  437.  Cannon,  24 
pieces  arriT«  from,  457.  Wageni 
required  from,  469.  Flour  to  be 
purchased  in,  567,  668.  Prices  in, 
568.  Martial  spirit  awaked,  623. 
Guards,  670. 

Lang,  James,  537.  Orders  respecting 
▼essels,  567.  - 

Latima,  Mrs.  Charlotte,  a  female  tory, 
474,  480,  403. 

Laurens,  Fort,  esoort  to,  atta^&ed  and 

.  kiUed  by  lodlaai,  178, 466.  Bvnd 
by  miracle,  569. 


Lead,  Mines,  446,  446.  Taken  fiwn 
houses  in  Philadelphia,  462. 

Learning,  T.  A  G.  Henry,  423. 

Lebanon,  MiliUa  at,  230,  232.  Stores 
to  be  removed  to  Lnieacter,  371, 
459,  469,  622.  Guard  also  diaoMi. 
tinned,  507.  Mr.  Hubley  olqeets  to 
taking  charge  of  stores  fipom  Leba> 
son,  and  girSng  mp  key  of  asaga- 
aine,  509. 

Lee,  Mi^,  Haniy,  Jan.,  aoriwiaas  Bri- 
tish at  Paulus  Hook,  661,  66S. 

Lee,  Richard  Henry,  and  H.  Smitli^ea 
disputes  with  Virginia,  73. 

Lenox,  David,  attack  on  R.  Smith,  137. 

Lettbbs — 
AchiUes,  Brig,  owners  of,  84M.  Adama, 
Samuel,  14,  763.  Admiralty,  Judge 
of,  694.  Allen,  Mrs.,  452.  AUiaun, 
Francis,  Jr.,  689,  691.  AraaatroBg, 
Gen.  John,  18.  Arnold,  Gen.  Bene- 
diot,2d6,370.  Artillery  oficera,  264. 
AMcmbly,  64,  77,  94>  100,  120,  142, 
191,  202,  472,  693,  712,  720,  738. 
AUee,  WUl'm,  674.  Arerj,  J<ih% 
Jr.,  of  Mass.,  477. 

Baltimore,  to  Magistratea  of,  391. 
Barge  A  Tyng,  723.  Bayard,  Joba, 
189,  311,  693.  Beahm,  Philip,  13w 
Blaine,  Col.  Ephraim,  403,  707. 
Bland,  CoL  Tfaeo'd,  99,  lOf .  Blythei, 
CoL  Benj'n,  496.  Beard  of  War, 
89,  90,  98,  99,  101,  201^  202,  S27, 
229,  230,  232,  233,  266,  282,  284, 
286,  287,  289,  292,  306,  308»  312, 
329, 332,  339,  340,  375,  386,  387,  397, 
404,  418,  420,  421, 424, 437,  442, 460, 
454,  456,  459,  460^  469, 480,  492,  493, 
508,  589,  627,  640,  649, 676,  677, 681, 
691,  696,  709,  710,  713, 719, 727,  730, 
781.  Boyd,  CoL  Andrew,  07,  47L. 
Boys,  Capt.  Nathan,  201,  248^  666. 
Bradford,  Thomaa,  660.  Bradford, 
W.  C,  566.  Brodfaead,  Gel.  fiani, 
465,  505,  516, 521, 624,  641, 660,  716, 
771.  Brown,  Capt.  Alex'r,  015. 
Brown,  John,  226,  240,  271.  Bneka 
Co.,  Militia^-Oireular,  104.  Bwll, 
Col.  John,  240,  644,  635.  Buke, 
Thomas,  170,  172.  Butler,  OoL  Ri. 
chord,  65,  482,  514.  Butler,  Oi^ 
Zebulon,  283.  Buyers,  J<Aii,  501. 
Campbell,  Capt.  Thomas,  301,  447. 
Carson,  John,  437, 470,  637,  659,  009. 
Carothers,  OoL  John,  405, 618.  Cb«a- 
ney,  Will'm,  699.  Circnlara,  104, 
105,  183,  304,  747.  Clarkaon,  Mat. 
tbew,654.  Claypoole,  Jamee.  Shctii; 
252,  291,  360,  630,  766.  Clingliam, 
W.  158.  Oluggage,  Capt.  Thonaa, 
612,  624,  669,  742.  Oaate,  Lt.  OsL 
WiUiao,  37a»  377,  763^  764.    Cimi. 
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nereia!  Conin'ee  of  Oengreffa,  $79, 

606.  OonsmisBiiries  of  purehueB  ^ 
issaee,  304.  Comminary  Oen'l.  of 
Issues^  687.  CommissionerB  for  pro> 
oaring  Salt,  769.  CommisBic^erB  of 
forfeited  Bstateii,  243.  CommiBBton- 
erB  for  purchase  of  floor,  768,  766. 
Committoe  of  City,  461.  CongresB, 
13,  U,  76,  81,  89, 102, 106,  120,  127, 
162,  248, 246,  261,  266, 270,  273,  304, 
812, 813,  324,  347, 369,  374, 396, 417, 

607,  618,  622,  662, 686,  662, 681,  647, 
«62,  664,  673,  696,  716, 788, 767, 761, 
766.  B^legatea  in,  184,  140,  141, 
160,  162,  174,  181, 184, 189, 192,  478, 
667,  689.  -BelegatoB  from  Virg'a, 
184.  Committee  of,  84,  86,  88,  169. 
Marine  Comm*ee,  12,  76,  120,  187, 
236,  341,  688,  667.  Connor,  Col. 
Morgan,  336.  OonyBgham,  Capt. 
e.,  319.  Cook,  Col.  John,  693. 
Council  of  MaBaaehtftBetea,  138.  Coz, 
Col.  John,  749.  Craig,  Jamea,  Ac, 
717.  Crawford,  JamcB,  Ac,  760. 
CriBpin,  Wm.,  200,  314.  Cnohing, 
ThomaB,  260. 

BaviB,  Caleb,  444.  Deane,  James, 
^11.  De  Haas,  Qen.  J.  P.,  330.  De 
Haren,  Peter,  133,  176,  196.  De- 
lane  j,  John,  94.  Delany,  Sharp,  762. 
Belapt,  Rich'd,  Ac,  702.  Delaware, 
Gor'r,  of,  199.  Delegates  in  Congress, 
134,  140,  160, 162, 174, 181, 184, 189, 
422,  661,  667,  639.  Delegates  in 
Congress  from  Virg'a,  184.  DcBfaler, 
Charles,  17.  Dougherty,  Bernard, 
186,  297.  Drayton,  Wm.  H.,  828, 
8.^6.  Dandas,  JameS)  Ac,  140,  263, 
826,  883.  Dunlap,  John,  201.  Du- 
Portail,  Brig.  Gen.  Lc  Ch.,  272,  279, 
380,  366,  399,  403,  409,  690.  Da 
Bimittere,  212. 

Bokert,  Valentine,  662.  Edwards, 
Major,  107,  162.  Blehelberger,  Ja- 
oob,  491,  630.  Bider,  Joshua,  692. 
Erwin,  Capt  Joseph,  668.  Ettwein, 
Rev'd  John,  296.  Eyre,  Beqj.  0. 
Ac,  644.  Byre,  Col.  Jehu,  467. 
Farmer,  Col.  Lewis,  273,  689,  764. 
Farmer,  Michael,  468.  Fire  Com- 
panies, 184.  Fisher,  Henry,  890, 
410,  706,  780.  Fttiimons,  ThoBias, 
407.  Flower,  Col.  Benjamin,  294, 
296,  886.  Franklin,  Benjamin,  774. 
Galbraith,  Col.  Bartrem,  379,  607, 
622,  61 1,  699.  Galbraith,  Col.  Rebt 
18,  74,  99.  Chfclloway,  Mrs.  Jeseph, 
93,  96.  Gerard,  Mons'r,  Fr.  Min., 
16,  17,  61,  62,  70,  88,  164,  160,  186, 
269,  278,  696,  604,  633,  648,  661,  663, 
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276.  396.  743.  Sheriff,  Hi^h,  of 
Phila.  262.  Shippen,  WiUisa,  m. 
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Wade,  Oapt   12.      Wade,  fm^ 
412.  Wadsworth,  Jeremiah,  l&9,<ri 
Wall,  CoL  Goo,  Jr.  103,  104,  6«. 
Walker,  Capt  Andrew,  821    Wtf. 
dene  of  Philada.  627.    WasbiDgU>B, 
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234. 
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McDonald,  Cap.  takes  Fort  Freeland, 
691. 

HcElhenej,  George,  315.    Orders,  537. 
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.    Lenox  A  R.  Smith,  637.     Intercep- 

.   t»4  l«tttf  from  S*  R>  Fi«h0c^  225, 
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k  destroying  at,  16.    Distress  at, 

678,  676. 
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811,  320.  Cutter  Reyenge,  187,  241, 
266,  281,  286,  308, 810, 318, 819, 822. 
Dragon  boat,  789.    Claims  of  Wm. 
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manning,  890.  Capt  MoDtgrnciy 
Joiw  Boston  IHgate,  464, 487.  Ctpi 
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136,  201, 206.  ,      ,, 

New  York,  Brit,  about  let^M^-J^r 
Abandonment  of  by  Brit,  77.  InJ 
of  intercourse  with  Bnemy  sj  JJ 
Msjor  Meeker  of,  678.  AlsrBi«d,W 

Nicholson,  Capt  of  Deasa  frigs*  wy 
oniist  prisoners,  488.  (>»■•>• 
fleet,  621,  638.  ^.  «. 

Nioola,  Lewis,  letters,  77,  M»»*^''S 
868,  362,  864, 387, 484, 489, 4»,  JJ 
619;  628;  626,  648,669,  fi61,fif.5j 
625,  634,  635,  «*2,  643,  «J  JJ 
•63,  674,  682,  697,  701,  76T^' 
776.  Recruiting  in  PhUa4.M*3 
601,649.  On  defense  of  Bif*'** 
City,  199.  ^^  -_.. 

Noemor,  M.  Van,  Introdussd  by  f»» 

NorUiampton  Co.  Mllitk,  U^?* 
Petition  from j  stannsftssi  ^ 

dians,  PW~e^L"»^  •?^2SV^ 
Oonstitutianal  Soeiel^  «f  ^.^ji 
384.  Xndianj^  672,  tU,  »l^«*^*  ■'' 
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Letter  to  Col's  of,  <S16.  BzoovtlonBi 
655. 

Kortbamberhuid  Go.,  omo  of  Mr. 
Lodge,  54ft.  Distresfee  of,  586, 
Sh'tr  to  be  nod  for  Beeapos,  700. 
Foria  Uuney  A  Jenkine,  76a.  Me- 
moruJ  of  JucUeee  reapoeting  Covrte, 
wont  of  diBtaiet  Afetoniey,  Ac.  72. 
Long  saipeiirioii  of  jaitiee  liae  roa- 
dered  people  Uoeationi^  73.  Indieae 
A  Tori«  8, 117,  574, 693,  614.  Ofieen 
for  roops  at»  317,  341.    Justioea  dis- 

.  ekarge  a  deserter,  356.  Petition, 
M9.  jQrders  to  Joatioes  respeoting 
offioers,  545.  Bistrees  of,  603,  506, 
598,  604,  618.  Fort  Freeland  de- 
stroysd»586.    (See  JTreelaad  Fort). 


OfReers  in  Armv,  rtiik  of,  appeal  to 
Congress  on,  k%,,  162,  607,  660, 691* 
Washington  on,  188.  Bnropean,  to 
divest  themselres  of  Boropeaa  ideas 
—letter  to  (3ten.  Pnloski,  233.  Re- 
emiting,  letter  to,  300.  Appoints 
mente,  306,  512,  607.  Petition  of, 
of  Penna.  line  on  rank,  806.  Men 
in  SUte  Navy,  878,  389. 

Gffioers  at  BUlingspMS  and  Mud  Isl. 
and,  letters  to,  409,  424.  Resoln- 
ttons  of  Congress  respeoting,  486. 
Keoessary,  452.  ReoomsMnded,  50 1, 
553,  565,  697.    At  Mud  Island  and 

.  Billingspovt  relieved,  502.  Condnot 
to  be  inqaired  into,  542.  Authority 
vested  in  the  State,  552.  Half  pay, 
582.  Mr.Brodhead,583,606.  Who 
have  broken  parole,  626.  Only  in 
the  Army  to  reeeive  artieles,  6A7. 
In  hospitals,  649.  Insoleaee  of,  on 
OOntiaenlal  vessels,  657.  Decision 
in  oaM  of  Lt.  Brodhead,  660. 

Oflleon^  Ao.  in  Ist  Penna,  Regiment, 
726.    In  St.  Clair's  division,  762. 

Opinion  of  C.  J.  MoKean,  on  traitors, 

•  whsn  the  fihivenment  began,  Ao., 
645. 

(MosS  from  Bzeealive  not  to  be 
waited  for  in  cases  of  emergeney, 
300.  Disobedienoe  of,  515.  Re- 
speoting Mud  Island,  537,  720. 
BiUtngsport,  538,  720. 

Omdt,  John,  625.  Power  of  Jnstioes 
of  Sop.  Court,  teaura  of  ShsriiTa 
oflloe,  Ao.,  701. 


Pardon  of  prisoners  under  Test  laws, 

130.    PverequisiUs  to,  651. 
Parker,  John,  deposition,  259. 


Patterson,  Alexander,  narratlvo  of  a 
most  extraordinary  escape  of  an  ex- 
press from  Indians,  527. 

Pattereott,  Wm.  A.,  167.  Aooount  of 
hia  servioes  in  the  Army,  167. 

Panles  Hook,  aurprise  of  British  at  by 
Major  Lee,  661. 

Paxtaag,  806,  609. 

Pesle,  Chades  WUson,  384. 

Pearson »  John,  letter,  70. 

Pennsylvan  ia,  claims  Wm.Strafcer,  from 
French  Minister,  as  a  oitisen  of  the 
State,  61, 62, 70, 72, 83,  and  Virginia, 
relative  to  diaputes  between,  73. 
Three  Co's  to  be  enlisted,  76.  Conn- 
oil  ascribe  victory  to  Gk>d,  77.  Bene* 
fltsinprospectfrom,77.  Gradual  abo- 
lition of  slavery  proposed,  79.  Mar- 
riage  licenaea  liable  to  abuae  in,  79» 
Differenoea  between  Conneotiout  and 
Virginia  and  thie  atate  to  be  brought 
to  a  aettlement,  79.  State  of  mili- 
tary a£faira,  owing  to  redemption  'of 
old  paper  money,  80.  Tax  of,  5a. 
aaaeaaed  in  diiferent  Co'a,  80.  Taxea 
recommended  towarda  paying  off 
paper  money,  80.  Money  received 
from  forfeited  eatatea,  80.  Guard 
for  Convention  Troopa  to  be  called 
from  diiferent  Conntiea,  90.  Act  to 
prohibit  diatillation  of  grain,  125, 
152.  Supreme  Executive  Council 
ask  for  a  portrait  of  Washington, 
127.  Quota  not  to  increaaed,  141. 
Quota  of  taxes  ordered  by  Congreaa, 
167.  Advance  of  money  from  Con- 
greaa, 160.  Coat  of  clothing  the 
troopa,  182.  Circular  from  Oounoll 
to  the  other  Statea,  reapecting  abnaoa 
of  power  by  Congress.  Gen.  Arnold, 
Ac,  183.  Great  acaroity  of  pro- 
viaiona  for  want  of  hard  money,  186. 
State  of  finance,  87.  Propose  buying 
a  veaael,  199.  Surveya  of  Suaque* 
quchannah,  210.  On  defence,  238. 
Grant  from  Congresa  of  two  miiliona, 
269.  Reaolntiona  of  Congreae  in 
favor  of,  288.  Members  of  Council 
called  to  form  a  quorum,  389.  Com- 
plimentary\  resolutions  passed  by 
Aaaembly  on  Preaident  and  Bxeeu- 
tive  Counoil,  295.  Do.  by  Congreaa 
of  the  StaU  of,  312.  Similar  Reao- 
lutions  of  the  Legislature  and  Bxec- 
ntive  of  the  state,  313.  Correspen- 
denoe  respeoting  GenL  Arnold,  325, 
827,  387,  347,  351,  380.  MUltory 
position,  342.  Waahington  disolalms 
partialis  to  any  state,  353.  Men 
and  means  furnished  by,  during  the 
War,  b78.  Ia  thia  atate  a  aeparato 
Department?  250,  339,  385,  387. 
Death  of  Judge  Geo.  Boss,  554.  Ban- 
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gen  aftd  riflemen,  668.    Opinion  of 

•  C.  J.  McKeen  when  the  QoTcmmeni 
of,  began — tniton  end  treeeon,  645. 
Mot  exceeded  by  eny  state  in  rap. 
ply  of  Miiltia,  681.  Prisoners  ex. 
peoted,  731.  Qaota  of  eeseaement 
by  Congress,  733.  Report  on  sala- 
ries of  ofBeers,  739.  Betnms  of  Gen. 
St.  Glair's  division  of  Army,  763. 
Thanksgiving  day,  767. 

Pennsylvania  Line,  petition  of  Cap- 
tains of,  306.  Return  of  offieers, 
404.  Aeconnt  of  reoroits  for,  648. 
Col.  Atlee,  683.  Retom  of  Cap- 
tains, Ac.  of  1st  Regiment,  726. 

Petat,  Charies,  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  196,  219, 
336,  399,  420,  421,  433,  460,  481, 
496.    Plan  of  finanoe^  481. 

Petitions  of  R.  Hardie,  92.  For  gnns 
and  ammnaition,  102.  John  Moore 
and  others  on  provisions,  186.  Wm. 
Bush,  277.  Of  Captains  of  Pennsyl- 
Vania  Line,  306.  Favor  Geo.  Hard- 
ing, 326,  860.  Of  inhabitanto  of 
Northampton  eo.,  860.  Wm.  Holli- 
day,  Ae.  against  Indians,  446.  Of 
M.  Jennings  for  olothing,  369.  From 
Philadelphia,  416,  422.  Congress 
wiU  hear.  439. 

Philadelphia,  Gen.  Armstrong  called 
to  oommand  in,  18.  MiliUa,  98. 
Salt  seised  in,  122.  Fire  Companies 
in,  revival  of  reoommended  by  Su- 

.  preme  Exeontive  Oonnoii,  134,  201. 
State  house  oan't  be  used  by  Con- 

•  gross  owing  to  election,  140.  Pow- 
der magasine,  141.  Danger  fkom 
gunpowder,  146.  Oapt.  McPherson 
on  defeaoe  of,  180.  Arnold's  com- 
mand in,  181.  Wagons  not  to  stop 
before  State  house,  189.  L.  Nioola 
on  defenee  of,  190.  Conferenee  be- 
tween Assembly  and  Council  on, 
191.  Warrants  to  Sheriff,  149,  192. 
Bridge  over  Schuylkill,  terms  of 
Army,  196.  Propose  buying  a  ves- 
sel, 199.  Indians  arrive  in,  292. 
Memorial  of  first  Artillery  Company 
of,  392.  Old  library  room  in  State 
house — ^Icey  asked  for  to  aoeommo- 
date  Indians,  362.  Reftised,  364. 
I>rs.  Rush  and  Hutehinson  to  inspeet 

•  siokly  vessels,  408.  Petition  respect* 
ing  ourrenoy,  416.    fDo.  respecting 

•  Court  of  Appeals — privateers,  422. 
Embargo,  78, 197,  231, 247, 316, 409, 
424.    Mrs.  Allen  asks  pay  for  lead 

•  taken  from  her  house  In,  462.  To- 
bacco trade  in,  dulness  complained 
of,  462.    Letters,  oommittee  of  city 

•  to  dealers  in  flour  and  importers, 
461.    Two  large  guns  in  river,  496. 


Reeraiting  ift,  by  CoL  ineob,iM- 
less,  601.  Death,  and  reiideiiM  of 
Judge  Rosa^  664.  HudieB  iqun 
or  orahard,  664.  Ferries,  627.  Phi 
adopted  by  Town  meeting  forifflproT- 
ing  Currency,  621, 643.  Bells  to  rag, 
and  fireworks  on  birth  day  ef  Kin; 
of  France,  748.  Power  of  Warini 
ovenuisanoes  in  the  marketi,  Hi. 
Guards  for  prisoners,  Ac,  ai,  87^ 
677,  689.  Salt  at,  677.  Clerk  of 
market,  708.  Militia  from  fortt  oa 
Delaware  ordered  up  to,  719, 7M. 
Riot  at  J.  Wilson's,  732,736.  Fknr 
distributed  by  Assembly  to  poor 
housekeepers,  740.  JSmbsTgo,  7S, 
197,  231,  247,  316,  409,  04,  ^' 
639,  746. 

Phyle,  Dr.  F.,  (Naval  Officer.}  18&. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  on  ill  uag«  « 
board  a  public  vessel,  656. 

Piper,  Lt  John,  678. 

Pitoaim,  Capt.  P.,  prisoner  at  lUadp 
ing,  asks  to  remain  there,  374. 

Pittsburg,  an  agent  from  Viigutt  i^ 
79.    Troops,  341. 

Potter,Gen'l  James,  342, 418.  IUoni- 
mended,  448,  473. 

Powder,  magasines,  14L  Wsito  tS, 
898,  404. 

Powder  MiU  proper^  on  Fnaek  Cnik 
desired,  316. 

Prisoners  exchanged  not  exempt  fro> 
military  duty,  496.  Who  ban  bro- 
ken parole,  626.    Expected,  7S1. 

Privateers,  oommisaiens  for,  117, 2H 
636. 

Proclamation  for  pardon  of  prinsai 

.  under  Test  Uws,  130.    Of  Congrtti 

for  a  Fast  day,  267, 261, 3SL  f« 

apprehending   deserters,  44&    w 

Congress  for  Thanksgiving,  7S7. 

Prootor,  CoL  Thomas,  letters,  121, 1»» 
136,  146,  261,  270,  290,  2»8,  i^ 
428,440,476,486.  Objeeti  to  jj 
form,  292,  293.  Compsniei,  »>, 
340,  387,  397. 

Prothonotaries  must  reside  withis  wn 
coon  ties,  638. 

Provisions,  86,  88,  126, 169, 181,  Is} 
891,  432,  614,  666, 670, 686,  M5»*'J 
671,  686,  692,  727,  730.  Prie*  «• 
181.  192,  246.  Resolution  of  Cofr 
gress  for  supply  o^  246.  ICsctf»<i 
for,  306. 

Provost,  Oen.,  (Rritisb,)  736. 

Pulaski,  Gen.,  compbunta  sgstBit  Itf 
oorpe,  230,  232,  233,  363,  578.  W^ 
ter  from  Board  of  War,  233. 

Purchasers  of  flour,  648,  674,  m  "»> 
763,  766. 

Purchaser!  of  salt,  728,  769. 
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Qaarter  Hatter,  department  to  be  regu- 
lated, 84,  85. 


Radiere,  Col.  de  la,  400. 

Rangers,  five  oompaniea  to  be  raisedf 
800,  801. 

Bank  of  offioeri,  appeal  to  Congreu 
respecting,  162,  447, 607,  691.  Waab- 
ington  on,  188. 

Ratione,  valne  of,  S02,  615.  Act  of 
Congress  respecting,  furulsbed  in- 
habitants on  frontiers,  673. 

Rawlings,  Col.,  regimenly  330,  840. 

Road,  James,  289. 

Roading,  request  of  prisoners  to  re- 
main at,  374.  Disturbance  by  pris- 
oners  at,  450,  454,  480.  Tory  let- 
ters, 488. 

Reading,  George,  murders,  Ao.  near 
Fort  Ligonier,  345. 

Reomiting,  plan  of  Congress  for,  442. 
Accounts,  500. 

Recruits,  64,  65,  70,  105,  442,476,  500, 
659,  667,  711,  742. 

Red  Bank,  visit  of  President^  Ac.  to, 
190,  200. 

Reed,  Bowes,  262. 

Reed,  President,  Josepb,  letters  to  and 

•  from.    (See  Sup.  Ezeontiye  Council.) 

•  Affidayits  respecting,  before  Con* 
gross,  by  Clarkson  and  Franks,  270. 
Complimentary  resolutions  of  As- 
sembly, 295.  Correspondence  re- 
specting Arnold,  162,  283,  327,  837, 
347, 351, 380.  Views  on  MiliUa  laws, 
859.  Letters  to  Gen.  Washington, 
877--383.  Compliment  to,  582,  584, 
665.  His  priyate  position,  712.  Wrong 
impressions  of  Board  of  War,  713. 
Oorrespondence  with  J.  Wilcox,  721, 
725,  727.     Sickness,  744.     Proposes 

•  to  command  troops  in  person,  T90, 
Reily,  Capt.,  691. 

Report  to  Congress  respecting  Gen. 

Maxwell,    138.      To    Assembly    on 
.    salaries  of  officers,  739. 
Resignations  in  fkror  of  persons  not 
.    allowable,  99. 
Resolutions,  of  Congress,  16,  20,  76, 

76,  83,  87,  101,  129,  164,  158,  178, 
.    204,   221,  249,  251,  263,   287,  293, 

315,  816,  365,  374,  413,  436,  439, 

600,   619,   542,  641,  732,  734,  741. 

Of  Aseembly,  187, 192,  237,  244,  269, 

278,   284,  294,  296,  718,  740,  741. 

Board  of  War,  256.    Of  House  of 

DelegaUs  of  Virginia,  441. 


Returns  of  2nd  Brigade  of  Foot  under 
Col.  Johnston,  66.  Penna.  Brigade 
under  Col.  Stewart,  69.  Of  Gen.  St. 
Clair's  division,  762. 

Rerenge,  Cutter,  187,  241,  266,  281, 
285,  289,  309,  310,  318,  322. 

Rice,  Patrick,  clerk  of  D.  Franks,  al- 
lowed to  go  to  New  York  to  settle 
accouBta,  173.    Pass  for,  180. 

Rittenhouse,  Benj.,  on  gunlock  fac- 
tory, 142. 

Rittenhouse,  David,  report  on  state  oT 
Treasury,  118,  302. 

Riot  at  J.  Wilson's  in  PhUada.,  732, 
736,  744. 

Risberg,  Gustavus,  550. 

Roberdeau,  Fori,  419,  446. 

Boberdean,  Gen.  Daniel,  100, 137, 159, 
167,  184,  192,  194,  198,  236,  296, 
299,  643.  In  favor  of  Mrs.  Fergu- 
son, 100.     Of  Lt  Meens,  299. 

Roberts,  John,  memorials  Ac,  in  favor 

•  of  his  pardon,  21,  to  44.  Memorial 
of  widow,  Ac,  respecting  dower,  122. 

Rogers,  Rev.  Wm.  (Chaplain)  asks  for 
clothing,  263.  Further  supplies, 
273,  277.     Half  pay  in  advance,  449. 

Root,  Hon.  Jesse,  respecting  flour,  774. 

Ross,  George,  appointed  Judge  of  Ad- 
miralty— Letter  accepting,  212. 
Asks  for  a  Register,  461.  Claims  of 
Sloop  Active,  463.  Death  of,  664» 
His  successor,  558, 

Rumford,  — ,  of  Wilmington,  purchase 
of  flour,  658,  560,  600,  601,  629. 

Rush,  Dr.  Benj'n,  appointed  to  inspect 
sickly  vessels,  408. 

Rush,  Joseph,  A  J.  Craig,  appointed  to 
appraise  Ship  Qen.  Greene,  308. 
Report,  320. 

Rush,  William,  Petition,  respecting 
work,  at  Gallies,  277. 

Russell,  Ensign,  Wm.  loses  leg  at 
Brandy  wine,  609. 

Ryan,  Philip,  541.  - 


8t  Clair,  Gen.  Arthur,  237,  291,  866, 
452,  607,  736.  Receives  a  cask  of 
wine  from  President,  292.  Wishes  to 
purchase  a  forfeited  estate,  49L 
Letter  on  army,  688.  Opinion  of 
victory  at  Stony  Point,  685.  Mi^or 
Lee's  success,  666.  Returns  of  hii 
division,  752. 

Salt  seised  in  PbUadelpbia,  122, 140, 
759,  765.  In  exchange  for  flour, 
674,  675,  678, 682,  698, 769.  Scarcity 
of,  709,  728,  729,  784,  769.  For  flour, 
plan  of  Assembly,  718. 

Sslt  works  on  Tom's  River,  96, 109,  111, 
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116.    Col.  HMEAtr  t«lMi  iiiaiM  of 

766. 
$ftTadg«,  ThomM,  Letters,  96, 109,  111, 

116. 
6e«]pt  of  IndiftDB,  inquiries  respeoting 

a  reward  for,  362,  569. 
Soammell,  Alexander,  649. 
Bohuyler,  Philip,  11,  7b. 
ficbuylkill  River,  bridge  op,  94.    SsUi. 
.  van's,  94,107, 152. 
Bcott.  Thomas,  434. 
flkott,  WiUiam,  U8. 
Scott,  W.,  and  R.  Steronson,  respect- 
ing election  in  York  Connty,  206. 
Bcull,  Major,  Secretary  of  Boajcd   of 

War,  469. 
Seal,  for  Admiralty  Conrt»  694. 
dearie,  Hon.  James,  141. 
Seditious  papers  from  British,  potion 

of  Congress  against,  14,  15. 
Sergeant,  Jon.  D.,  267,  275,  896,  743. 

Amold*s  trial,  743. 
Shawnee  Town  in  possession  of  Batter, 

6. 
Sheriil^  High,  of  Philadelphia— to  r». 

place  whipping  post,  Ac,  252. 
Sheriffs,  warranto  to,  149,  198. 
ShippcB,  William,  letter  to  respecting 

Matthew  Olarkson,  299. 
Shoemaker,  liient.  Jacob,  655, 686» 
Skirmishes,  7. 
Sinking  Spring  Valley— prorisions  to 

be  stored  at,  805. 
Slarery,  gradual  abolition  of  in   th« 

State — billflirnished  to  Assembly  for, 

79. 
Smith,  George,  164. 
Smith,  Col.  Matthew,  280,  806,  472, 
.  574,  6S9,  594,  606,  609,  614.     With 

Troops   at  Sunbury,  609.     Blected 

Vice  President,  746. 
Smith,  Merewether  and  R.  H.  Lee  on 

dispales  with  Virginia,  73. 
Smith,  Robert,  attadc  on,  637. 
Smith,  Thomas,  696-7. 
Smith,  Dr.  William,  depositions  respect- 
ing, 259. 
Smith,  Wm.  Moor0,  488. 
Smiths,  murder  of  Mr.  Boyd  by,  410. 
S^owden,  Jedediah,  wishes  to  be  (^erk 

of  the  market,  708. 
Soldiers,  distress  of  fiunilies  o^  482| 

637,  666. 
Soldiers  and  Soameuy  disabled,  provided 

for,  89.    Bounties  to,  355,  748. 
Spalding,  Capt.,  aklnnishea  with  In- 
dians, 8. 
Ppiritnoas  U<|aon,  act  against  distill** 

tion  from  grain*  125, 152. 
fipirituons  liquor  in  army,  550. 
Iprogel,  Lodiok,  escort  of  troopSy  129, 

552. 
etandley.  Dr.  Valentine^  1M. 


Steuben,  Baron,  larited  to  ezsoiM 

defences  of  Delawsre,  199.  Ifilitii, 

325.  Book  on  military  disetpliBS,  Ui, 

Stewart,  Col.  Walter,  Utten,  9,  6M. 

Return  of  PennsyWania  Brigade  u> 

der,  69. 

Stephenson,  Col.,  d«iih  of,  401. 

Stiles,  Capt.  Joseph,  on  powdsr  ougS' 

sines,  141.    On  arms,  238, 858. 
Stoddart,   CapL,  skiimish  with  Ia« 
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of  thanks  to  Qen.  Wayne,  741. 
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claimed  by  Mens.  Gertrd,  Fnneh 
Minuter,  (See  Vol.  VL)16^  17,61| 
62,70,83.     Letters,  71,  72. 
Strohogh,  Lieut.,  death  of,  135, 145. 
Stroud,  Col.  Jacob,  letters,  Ac,  63,  i1% 
.  573,  613. 

Sab-Lientenante— dccular  to,  lft5< 
Substitutes,  401. 

Sullivan,  Oenl.  John,  respeetiBf  &• 
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04,  120.  Letter  respectiag  ptpcn. 
.  211.  Impressing  waggons,  388, 427, 
433,  439.  Guard  for  stone,  451. 
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ing  Quarter  Masters.  Bseort  for 
stores,  406,  418,  424,  447,  467,  4?S> 
Respecting,  478,  512,  535.  XoT^ 
menu,  553,  554,  555,  566,  iW^ 
597,  620, 640,  649,  667, 686, 70»,  71^. 
721-724,  766,  768-  CompUinwJ  oC 
590,  593.  Letter  from,  593,  ^ 
Going  to  Tioga,  594.  Bestroji  In- 
dian Towns,  721-724,  756. 
Sunbury,  troops,   Ac,  841,  344,  tih 

4«9.  553,  574,  593,  609,  619. 
Supreme  Court  at  Tork,  letter  fiw 

Judges,  773. 
SvpRBMB  Bxacvnra  GauncsLfU^ 
Adams,  Samuel  14,  763.  JLdmvm 
Judge  of,  558,  694.  AUen,  Mn^^^ 
Allison,  Francis,  Jr.,  589.  AnutKnfr 
Gen.  John.  18.  Arnold,  M^.  ^ 
B»nedictk370.  ArtiUeiy,  ofieen,2H 
Assembly,  64,  77,  100,  14S,  1»1»  W 
472,  693,  71^  720,  738.  Ade<v  W». 
674,  773. 

Baltimore,  Magistrates,  390.  Bargr 
M»dTy«fc728»  Bayard,  JoIu«.l» 
Beahm,  Philip,  13.  BlaioeySpbnf* 
707.  .Bland,  CoL  Thee,  197.  Vtj^*> 
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287,  289, 292, 308,  312,  329, 839, 3JJ 
875,  385,  389, 397, 404,  418, 4M,4nr 
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676,  677,  681^  691,696, 799, 710,7"' 
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U9,  737,  730,  731.  Bojd,  Col.  An- 
drew,  97,  471.  Boys,  Cap.  Nathan, 
200, 240, 248, 666.  Bradford,  Thomas, 
560.  Bradford,  W.  C.  556.  Brod- 
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Brown,  Lt.  Col.  John,  226,  271.  Boll, 
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Issnesy  587.  Commissioners  for  Col- 
lecting flonr,  763,  766.  Commis. 
sioners,  of  forfeited  Bstates,  243. 
Commrs,  for  proenring  Salt,  769. 
Committee,  of  City,  461.  Committee, 
of  Congress,  84,  85,  88,  170.  Con- 
gress,  5,  12,  13,  14,  81,  89,  102, 106, 
187,  162,  241, 246, 261,  265,  270, 274, 
304, 312,  313,  324, 347,  369,  396,  417, 
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Masstts.,  138.  Cozs,  CoL  John,  749. 
Craig,  James,  Ac,  717.  Crawford, 
Jamea,  760.  Crispin,  Wm.,  200,  314. 
Cashing,  Thomas,  260. 
Daris,  Caleh,  444.  De  Haas,  GonL 
J.  P.  330.  Deharen,  Peter,  133,  175, 
195.  Delaney,  John,  04.  Delaney, 
Sharp,  762.  Belapt, .  Riohasd,  702. 
Delegates,  in  Congress,  134, 137, 140, 
141,  160, 174, 181,  184, 192,  422,478, 
551, 557,  Delegates  in  Congress  from 
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663.  Ettwein,  Revd.  John,  295. 
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Kaekline,  Andrew,  775.  Kendal,  Jos. 
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head,  James,  5S1,  (78,  Tfti.    Lyon, 
'WUUam,  144,  390. 

MaoAlester,  Ool.  Riohard,  110,  115, 
307,  399, 414,  426.  MoGalla,  WiUiam, 
620.  McClenachan,  B.  k  Co.,  248, 
252,  281,  285,  288,  809,  310, 318,  322, 
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716.  Massaehusete,  Pres.  of  Coanoil, 
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72.      Stroud,   Col.  Jacob,   63,   613. 
Sullivan,  Gen.  Jno.  211,  38fi^  427, 
439,  460,  467,  473,  756,  768. 
Thompson,  Hon.  James,  632. 

Van  Campen,  John,  573,  574,  603. 
Wall,  Gen.  Geo.  Jr.,  103,  104,  660. 
Wardens  of  Philad.,  627.  Washing, 
ton.  Gen.  George,  119,  127,  129, 161, 
18S,  210,  286,  293,  327,  337, 341, 351, 
377,  407, 447, 479,  636, 666,  626,  670, 
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142.  Wetherlll,  Samuel,  Jr.  172. 
Weuel,  OoL  John,  299,  672, 679,  617. 
Wbitesides,  Thomas,  19.  Wiloox, 
Alexander  k  John,  122,  148,  721, 
725,  727.  Wilkinson,  Gen.  J.  449, 
744.  WiU,  WiUiam,  729, 750.  Tounr, 
James,  98, 161.  Zeigler,  Capt  David. 
368. 

Susquehanna,  settlements   on   N.  B. 

branch  burned  and  destroyed,  81. 

Survey  of  by  state,  210. 
Suiter,  Capt,  to  be  arrested,  632. 
Swanwiok,  Richard,  forfeited  estate, 

828. 
Sweeny,  Lt,  skirmish  with  Indians,  7. 


Taxes,  assessed  or  lidd,  80,  118,  167. 

Quota  of  each  state,  157. 
Test  law,  pardon  for  prisoners  under, 

130. 
Thanksgiving  day,  appointed  by  Oon- 

gvess,  89, 767. 
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Thestrieal  aacl  other  amiiBemeiitfl 
recommended  by  Congrees  and  Ae- 
semblj  to  be  suppressed,  78.  Their 
eril  effects,  78. 

Thompson,  Genl.,  proceedings  in  Con- 
gress respecting,  and  C.  J.  MoKeani 
137. 

Thorn  pson,  Hon.  Jas.,  purchases  flour, 
632. 

Thompson,  Jesse,  soalped,  petition, 
S08. 

Thompson,  Wm.,  letter  on  reomits,  65. 

Tioga    bamed,  6,      Eannakaloo,    11. 

•  Gen.  SaUivan  marching  for,  594. 

Tobacco  trade  in  Philadelphia,  dnlness 
of  complained  of,  452. 

Tories,  3,  6,  15,  112,  130,  164,  225, 286, 
260,  387,  488, 4d3, 568,  589,  651,  737. 
A  female,  474,  486,  492. 

Trade,  depredations  by  Eneiny  on, 
235. 

Treason,  opinion  of  Jon.  D.  Sergeant, 
896. 

Treasury,  IT.  S.  to  be  organised  and 
provided  with  a  honse,  89.  Of  State, 
balance  in,  118. 

Trenton,  Troops  rendesvons  at,  764. 

Trumbnll,    Gen.   Joseph,   commisary, 

.  death  of,  874.  Rasolndons  of  Con- 
gress respecting  settlement  of  his 
aeconnts,  374,  396. 

Tryon,  Gov.  bums  Fairfield,  Conn., 
561. 


Uniform  of  Troops,  Col.  Proctor  objects 
to  color  of,  292.  Views  of  General 
Washington  respeoting,  293« 

Urie,  Thomas,  535. 


Van  Campen,  John,  distress  at  Minni- 
sinks,  573,  575,  603. 

Tan  Noemer,  M.  introduced  by  Frank- 
lin, 774. 

Yarnam,  Mi^or,  and  his  company  have 
hard  fare,  465. 

Yanghan,  Gen.,  (British)  commands 
expedition  to  Conn.,  561. 

Yemer,  Frederick,  exchange  of,  pro- 
posed, 246. 

Yessels,  order  respecting  In  Delaware, 
747. 

Yirginia,  letter  from,  on  disputes  with 
Pensylvania,  73.  An  agent  from,  in 
Pittsburg,  79.  Circular  to,  152. 
From  Delegates  of,  in  Congress,  73, 
184.  Resolves  of  General  Assembly 
ot,  185.     Letter  to  Governor,  197. 


Letter  from  Patrick  Henry  on  Bm- 
bargo,  247.  Papers  respecting 
boundary  called  for,  309,  810,  441. 
Resolutions  of  Honse  of  Delegates  on 
boundary  line,  441.  Enemy  land  at 
Portsmouth,  412. 


Wada,  Oapt,  pibts  a  Frenoh  frigate, 
12. 

Wade,  Francis,  letter  to  J.  Mitchell 
relative  to  landing  of  enemy  in  Yir- 
ginia, 412. 

Wadsworth,  Jeremiah— fears  a  want  of 
flour  for  the  army,  159,  672. 

Waggons,  Ac,  81, 98, 101, 151, 160, 175, 
194,  207, 248, 266,  335,  388, 402, 420, 
421,  424,  427,  433,  439,  460,  469, 
474,  478,  483,  484,  485,  495,  523, 
746,  749,  750,  768. 

Walker,  Captain  Andrew,  to  J.  Ham* 
bright,  323. 

Wall,  Ool.  George,  jr.,  103,  104,  660. 

Wardens  of  Philadelphia,  letter  to  re- 
specting ferries,  627. 

Warrant  to  Sheriff  to  siese  salt,  149. 
George  Eiobelberger,  193. 

Warren,  James,  memorial  in  favor  of— 
as  interested  in  Hare's  brewery,  113. 

Washington,  Gen.  George,  letters  to 
and  from,  89,  90,  l>5,  119,  127, 129, 
161, 187,  225, 293, 827,  387,  341,  351, 
377,  406,  447,  479,  555,  738.  His 
movements  and  designs  on  Susqne- 
hannah,  86.  Escort  of  Convention 
Troops,  95,  99,  101,  104,  106,  107, 
no,  1 1 2.  On  intercourse  with  enemy, 
119, 127.  Reply  to  request  to  sit  for 
his  portrait  for  Council,  127.  On 
clothing,  129,  151.  On  rank  of  offi- 
cers,  188.  Respecting  Arnold,  188. 
Asks  for  survey  of  Susquehannab— 
expedition  agaiost  Indians,  210. 
Respecting  Tories  going  within  En- 
emy's lines,  225,  236.  Survey  of 
Delaware  by  Du  Portail,  229.  Yiews 
of,  respecting  uniform  of  troops,  293. 
Wafers  ordered  from  Bethlehem,  295. 
Court  Martial  on  Arnold,  327,  337. 
Orders  troops  for  secret  expedition, 
329.  Pros.  Reed  to,  in  relation  to 
Gen.  Arnold,  337  341,  351,  380,  406. 
Correspondence  with  President  Reed, 
351,  377, 555,  684.  Extract  of  letter 
to  Congress  on  situation  of  enemy, 
479.  On  partiality  to  particular 
States,  353.  On  Militia,  354.  CoL 
John  Fitsgeraldaid  to,  370.  Respect- 
ing Gen.  Sullivan,  535,  655.  Col. 
Loohry  tenders  thanks  to,  565. 
Writes  for  Pennsylvania  Rangers  and 
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Riflemen,  568.  On  evftcmttieii  of  Fort 
Laaren«,  560.  Officers  who  have 
broken  parole,  626.  On  clothing  the 
Army,  670.  Anticipated  want  of 
flour,  671,  685.  Cooperation  with 
French  fleet,  736.  Supply  of  Militia, 
741.  Embargo  laid  to  aid  in  sup- 
plies,  745.  French  fleet  to  cooperate 
with,  748.  Makes  an  eifort  to  olose 
war,  748. 

Washington,  Fort,  Andrew  Boyd  ftakeii 
prisoner  at,  384. 

Wayne,  Qen.  Anthony,  letters,  64, 142, 
255.  Brilliant  Tiotory  at  Stony 
Point,  581, 585.  Resolution  of  thanks 
by  Assembly  and  Supreme  Exeeu. 
tive  Council  to  his  rietory  at  Stony 
Point,  741. 

Wettbrook,  Mi^.  Sam.,  respeoting 
Braiit,  Ao.,  at  Minisinks,  68. 

West  Indies,  action  in,  636.  Sueeess 
of  Count  D'Estaing'a  fleet  in,  661. 

Westmoreland,  Troops  for,  S05»  841, 
404,  406,  424,  515,  560. 

Wetherill,  Sam.,  Jr.,  inritation  to  fo. 
neral  of  James  Young,  172. 

Wetsel,  Lt.  CoL,  oomplaints  against, 

.  105.  Respecting  orders,  200,  572, 
578,  617. 

Wheat,  high  price  of,  800,  717.    Do. 

•  struotlon  of  crops,  401,  426.  Pur- 
chase  of,  550. 

Whiteside,  Thomas,  10. 

Wilcoeks,  Alexander  and  John,  re- 
speoting  salt  seised,  122,  148.  Cor- 
renoy,  721,  725,  727. 

Wilkinson,  J.,  complaint  against  GenL 
Arnold,  440. 

Wilkinson,  Gen.  J.,  786,  744. 

Will,  William,  Ac,  salt,  720,  750. 

Wilson,  James,  Riot  at  (Fort  Wilson) 
in  Philadelphia,  782, 785,  744. 

Wine,  a  cask  of,  sent  by  President  to 
GenL  St.  Clair,  202. 


Wirta,  Christian,  T.  M.,  ttipeelanc 
storee  at  Lancaster,  220. 

Woods,  QeoTge,  584. 

Wyalnsing,  Col.  Hartley  sritm  tt,7. 

Wyoming,  danger  from  Indisni,  3, 8. 
Murders  by  Indiana,  16,  340,  357. 
Alarms  about,  63.  luTSSted  by  Indi- 
ani,  Ae.,  81, 82, 87, 344, 884.  ExpreH 
from,  284.  In  want  of  smmnattion, 
186L  Jesie  Thompson  leslped  near, 
808.     Qen.  Hand  on  hii  wsy  to,  321, 

.  844.  Sloies  for,  408,  450.  BosU  for, 
438.  Qnaids  for  stores,  4M.  CoL 
HnUey  and  Gen.SuUiran  ati&iSiftSO. 
Head  QoArten  a^  568,  596. 


Yeas  and  nays  to  be  reqsiredbj  Bela- 
gates  in  Congress  in  oertaln  oiae^ 
174. 

Tork  Co.  Colonel  Galbrsith  napa 
sevenl  offices  in,  74.  MUitis,  Wi, 
867.  BlMtions,108,206.  ItUtrhom 
ScoU  and  Sterenson,  208.  Afun 
in,  401,  416.  Town  mijor  'mM 
abont,  456,  460.  EmbeiBlencnt  of 
publie  etoies  at,  400,  513,  i»,5^ 
551,  653.  Is  a  Commifssry  nee«- 
sary?  630.  Martial  spirit  in,  (23. 
Coonterfeiters  in  prison,  694 

Tork,  Col.,  (Brit)  561.  Wm.  Chen?T. 
agent  of,  letter  on  confiscated  esUtei^ 
500.    Criminsls  at,  773. 

fonng,  James,  08,  146,  151.  Detth 
and  invitation  to  funeral  o(  173. 


Zeigler,  Capt  David,  368. 
Zeisberger,  D.  W.,  his  Ufe  in  danger,  | 
and  sared  by  sarages,  542. 


A^y^n>y\/.i. 
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